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RACF launches  
Plant-A-Seed fund
The Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation 
has started a new Plant-A-
Seed field-of-interest fund. 
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Is it getting   inside 
your home or business?

Schedule a check-up for you cooling system today!!

WARMWARM

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Wednesday, a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony was held 
for AmKrom Services at 
Page Park in downtown 
Rochelle. 

The business is owned 
by Anthony and Andrea 
Kromwell and offers house 
cleaning, office cleaning 
and apartment cleaning. 
The business offers free 
estimates and can be con-
tacted at www.AmKrom.
com, by phone at 779-
276-2743 or by email at 
Amkromservices@gmail.
com. 

“We just want to say 
thank you for allowing us 
to become part of this com-
munity,” Anthony said. 
“It seems like everyone is 
pretty much family here. 
We do commercial and 
rental property cleaning. 
Feel free to reach out to us. 
We’d be glad to give you 
an estimate. Thank you.”

The event Wednesday 
marked AmKrom Ser-
vices’ official member-
ship with the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce. 
The event was attended 
by chamber and city of-
ficials and friends and 
family of the Kromwells, 
and included speeches 
by Chamber Executive 
Director Tricia Herrera 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — At its 
monthly meeting Tuesday, 
the Creston Village Board 
of Trustees opted to table a 
vote on a potential solar or-
dinance for those that install 
solar panels in the village 
that would allow Creston 
to charge for permits.

Village Building Inspec-
tor Casper Manheim works 
with various other munici-
palities that have put some-
thing similar into place and 
brought an ordinance to 
village officials for review 
last month. Manheim was 
absent Tuesday and the 
matter was tabled due to 
the need for further review 
and a request by Village 
Trustee Reid Elliot, who has 
expertise in the solar field, 
to discuss a few items with 
Manheim before a vote.

See CRESTON pg 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Wednesday morning, the 
Rochelle Police Depart-
ment hosted its annual Law 
Enforcement Torch Run, 
raising money for Special 
Olympics Illinois. 

Employees of the de-
partment, their family 
members and community 
members participated in 
the run that stretched 
from Illinois Route 38 
to Lincoln Avenue along 
Lincoln Highway. RPD 
has spent recent months 
raising money for Special 
Olympics Illinois and 
raised over $4,500 at its 
Cop on a Rooftop event at 
Dunkin Donuts last month 
for the cause, setting a 
record and doubling last 
year’s amount. 

“It’s a statewide effort 
to raise money,” RPD 
Interim Chief Pete Pavia 
said. “From what I’ve 
heard, this year has seen 
record numbers. This is 
just another leg of the fund-
raiser this year. Our run 
seems to grow every year. 
Since we started this years 

RPD holds 2023 Torch Run
Pavia: ‘... every year it just gets bigger and bigger’

ago, every year it just gets 
bigger and bigger and our 
donations get bigger and 
bigger. I think it’s because 
we’ve consistently stayed 
on these programs.”

RPD has taken part in 
the Torch Run since the 
early 1990s. The depart-
ment keeps busy with 
fundraisers and events in 
the summers, and it will 
host the community for 

National Night Out on 
Aug. 1 at Atwood Park. 

Pavia said the run 
Wednesday was enjoyed 
by members of the de-
partment and community 
alike.

“I love these events,” 
Pavia said. “As we’re 
running the route, people 
came out to support us 
and say things like, ‘Go, 
Rochelle!’ It’s just great for 

people to see us out here 
in the community. And 
It’s good for department 
unity and something to do 
together. With the different 
shifts, some of our night 
staff were unable to attend, 
but we had a big turnout. A 
lot of the officers came out 
today, even on their days 
off. Some are on vacation 
right now and still came 
out to run. It was great.”

On Wednesday morning, the Rochelle Police Department hosted its annual Law 
Enforcement Torch Run, raising money for Special Olympics Illinois. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Ribbon cutting ceremony held for AmKrom Services
‘... thank you for allowing us to become part of this community’

and Rochelle Mayor John 
Bearrows. 

Herrera thanked those 
in attendance for coming 
out to celebrate AmKrom 
Services.

“A while back, I got 
to meet the Kromwells,” 
Herrera said. “They came 
into my office and said 
they’d relocated and want-
ed to start a business in 
Rochelle and they were 
really excited about join-

ing the chamber. We’re 
really excited about that 
as well. They’ve been very 
supportive and positive 
about the chamber in their 
short time with us. We just 
want to welcome you and 
thank you for providing 
your services here in our 
community and let you 
know that we’re here if 
you need something.”

Bearrows welcomed 
AmKrom Services on be-

half of the city and talked 
about partnership in his 
speech. 

“It means a lot that 
you’re here,” Bearrows 
said. “As a successful busi-
ness, you need to develop 
partnerships. Today, you 
officially started two part-
nerships with the chamber 
and the city. Think of us 
as your partners, because 
we are here to help local 
businesses. The next step 

in your success is con-
tinuing that partnership, 
and your business will be 
built on relationships. I 
encourage you to reach out 
to other businesses in town 
and talk to them and build 
relationships. That’s what 
the success of a lot of small 
businesses relates to, is 
cross-selling and helping 
each other. Welcome to 
Rochelle and we’re glad 
you’re here.”

On Wednesday, a ribbon cutting ceremony was held for AmKrom Services at Page Park in downtown 
Rochelle. The business is owned by Anthony and Andrea Kromwell.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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It’s an
&

sale!
Fri, Sat & Sun, June 9th-11th 10AM-5PM

Fri, Sat & Sun, June 9th-11th 10AM-5PM
Fri, Sat & Sun, June 23rd-25th, 10AM-5PM

Fri, Sat & Sun, June 23rd-25th, 10AM-5PM

Featuring a Wide Selection of Vintage Furniture, 

Clothes, Antiques, Toys, Home & Yard Decor
1054 Lincoln Hwy.,  RochelleVendors Needed! Call 815-562-2855 or 815-561-6837

Village board 
tables solar
ordinance
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MALTA — Kishwau-

kee College held its spring 
2023 commencement on 
Saturday, May 20, in the 
gymnasium, with 245 
students attending cere-
monies to commemorate 
their achievements.

Kish held a 9 a.m. cer-
emony for 136 students 
graduating with asso-
ciate in applied science 
degrees, certificates of 
completion, short-term 
training or Illinois High 
School diploma creden-
tials, followed by an 11 
a.m. ceremony for 109 
students graduating with 
associate in arts, associate 
in science, associate in 
engineering science, or 
associate in general stud-
ies degrees. Overall, 483 
students applied to grad-
uate and were eligible to 
participate in the spring 
2023 commencement 
ceremonies.

Ashley Villalpando, 
who graduated with an 
associate in science de-
gree with an emphasis in 
biological and physical 
sciences, served as the 

student speaker for both 
ceremonies. Villalpando 
emphasized the impor-
tance of pursuing life 
goals and encouraged 
her fellow graduates to 
continue to make a dif-
ference.

“Your journey is just 
beginning, and I hope that 
wherever you go, you find 
comfort and safety in the 
people around you. Don’t 
be a bystander to your 
own life. Pursue your 
life’s greatest passions. 
Don’t let doubt stop you, 
and give yourself room 
to learn and grow,” Vil-
lalpando said.

Along with Villal-
pando, students heard 
remarks from Dr. Laurie 
Borowicz, president of 
Kishwaukee College; 
Bob Johnson, Kishwau-
kee College Board of 
Trustees chair; and Sherry 
Haley, assistant professor 
of nursing. Haley offered 
inspiration in overcoming 
life’s challenges.

“Remember, only you 
decide how the rest of the 
pages of your story will 

Kishwaukee College holds spring 2023 commencement ceremonies

be written — through 
the chances you take, the 
choices you make, and the 

responses to the challeng-
es you face,” Haley said. 
“Go live your story.”

Both ceremonies were 
livestreamed on Kish’s 
social media channels 

and website. To view the 
ceremonies, visit kish.
edu/commencement.

Kishwaukee College graduate Dylan Kostecki crosses the stage after receiving an associate in applied science 
degree at the college’s commencement ceremony on Saturday, May 20. Overall, 483 students applied to 
graduate and were eligible to participate in the spring 2023 commencement ceremonies.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

DEKALB — The Deep 
Underground Neutrino 
Experiment (DUNE) will 
be one of the world’s larg-
est and most fascinating 
scientific investigations 
— and it’s happening in 
our own backyard.

Learn more about it at 
the next Northern Illinois 
University STEM Café 
with Mike Eads, Ph.D., 
NIU associate professor 
of physics, and Leo Bel-
lantoni, Ph.D, staff sci-
entist at Fermi National 

Accelerator Laboratory.
The event will take 

place on Wednesday, June 
14 at 6:30 p.m. at Fatty’s 
Pub and Grille (1312 
W. Lincoln Highway, 
DeKalb). The STEM 
Café is free and open 

NIU STEM Café explores neutrinos, 
the building blocks of the universe

to the public, with food 
and drinks available for 
purchase from Fatty’s. 
Learn more and register 
at go.niu.edu/stemcafe. 

The  in te rna t iona l 
DUNE project will con-
sist of two neutrino de-
tectors at either end of 
the world’s most intense 
beam of neutrinos. One 
detector will be located 
near the neutrino beam-
line source at Fermilab in 
nearby Batavia, Illinois. 
The other, much larger 
detector will be installed 
deep underground at the 
Sanford Underground 
Research Laboratory in 
Lead, South Dakota — 
800 miles downstream 
of the source and nearly 
a mile underground.

The goal of this ex-
periment is to better 
understand neutrinos, 
one of the fundamental 
particle building blocks 
of our universe, and one 
of the least understood. 
Neutrinos may hold the 
key to answering funda-
mental questions about 
the universe in which 
we live, such as why the 
universe today is made up 
almost entirely of matter 
with very little antimatter 
present.

Professor Eads says, 
“We’re hoping to in-
troduce the audience to 
some of the fundamental 
questions and curious 
discoveries of contem-
porary particle physics. 
Particle physics is all 
about understanding the 
world around us at the 
most basic level. There 
is a lot we understand 
about the fundamental 
particles that make up the 
universe and how they 
interact with each other, 
but there are also some 
very important things we 
don’t know.”
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Open Daily at 9AM

Hwy 251 N. Rochelle • 815-562-6039

Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 

malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!

Hamburgers, Fries,  Hot Dogs, Gyros, 
Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
     INCLUDES:

Call for our
catering menu! 08

30
20

15

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

RPD holds 2023 Torch Run on Wednesday
On Wednesday, RPD hosted its annual Law Enforcement Torch Run, raising money 
for Special Olympics Illinois. Employees of the department, their family members 

and community members participated in the run that stretched from Illinois Route 
38 to Lincoln Avenue along Lincoln Highway.

POLO — The Black-
hawk Waterways Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau is 
pleased to announce the 
appointment of Matthew 
Lenox as its new executive 
director. 

Known for his innova-
tive and community-fo-
cused strategies, Lenox 
brings an energy to the 
role that pairs beautifully 
with his deeply-rooted 
connection to the region. 
Having successfully driven 
the Discover Dixon brand 
and cultivated significant 
community engagement, 
Matthew’s unique ap-
proach to marketing has 
resonated with both res-
idents and visitors alike. 
His innovative efforts, in-
cluding an award-winning 
national commercial, have 
consistently raised the bar 
in regional promotion.

“Matthew’s regional 
familiarity and commit-
ment to our community 
will be instrumental in 
representing Northwest 
Illinois,” Board President 
Sherry Vidinich said. “We 
are eager to see how his 
perspective and fresh ideas 
will inspire our tourism 
narrative.”

In his new role, Mat-
thew will collaborate with 
local tourism partners 
and the Illinois Office of 
Tourism, working collec-
tively to boost the region’s 
tourism appeal. He steps 
into the shoes of Executive 
Director Diane Bausman, 
who retires after nearly 20 
years of dedicated service 
to the Bureau. Lenox will 
officially assume his new 
role Aug. 1, promising a 

fresh outlook for the BW-
CVB.

During her 19 plus years 
as the head of the CVB, 
Bausman became well-
known as an advocate for 
tourism as an economic 
development tool and 
worked hard to promote 
the Blackhawk Waterways 
region as a destination. She 
was a featured speaker at 
many area civic organiza-
tions and also had regular 
segments on area radio sta-
tions where she promoted 
events and festivals. 

Diane brought aware-
ness to the area by serving 
in leadership roles on the 
Great Rivers Country 
Tourism Office Board of 
Directors and the Illinois 
Lincoln Highway Coali-
tion Board of Directors. 
She also served on the 
boards of Rock River 
Trail Initiative, Blackhawk 
Hills Regional Council, 
Ronald Reagan Trail Asso-
ciation, Tri State Tourism 
Council and was a member 
of the Illinois Council of 
Convention & Visitors 
Bureaus. 

Bausman navigated 
state funding challenges, 
instituted a local tourism 
partner grant and was on 
the forefront of online 
advertising and the use of 
social media to promote 
the region via Facebook 
and worked with her staff 
to utilize other platforms 
like Twitter, Instagram and 
TikTok. Her leadership 
helped make Northwest 
Illinois a popular tourist 
destination and the re-
gional economic impact of 
tourism statistics reflect an 
85 percent increase during 
her tenure. 

The BWCVB is the 
state-certified destination 
management organization 
representing Carroll, Lee, 
Ogle and Whiteside Coun-
ties for the Illinois Office 
of Tourism. The CVB 
provides marketing and 
public relations support 
for tourism businesses, 
attractions & events in the 
four-county region and is 
governed by a 16-member 
board of directors com-
prised of representatives 
from each county.

Blackhawk Waterways CVB announces 
Lenox as newest executive director

ROCHELLE – The 
Rochelle Area Commu-
nity Foundation (RACF) 
is thrilled to announce 
a new field-of-interest 
endowment fund called 
Plant A Seed fund. It pro-
vides funding to promote 
the science or practice 
of farming, agribusiness 
systems, animal systems, 
environmental service 
systems, natural resourc-
es systems, plant systems 
and power, structural and 
technological systems. 

Emily Anaya; RACF 
executive director, stat-
ed, “After 17 years we 
thought it was only natu-
ral to start an agriculture 
fund here at RACF. We 
have been working with 
Donna Page at Rochelle 
Township High School, 
and some of the FFA 
students, on how this fund 
would be utilized through 
our competitive grants 
process. The students 
even named the fund-
Plant A Seed.” Anaya is 

excited to see how this 
fund grows to support the 
programs and ideas of our 
agriculture community. 

If you want to help 
grow the Plant A Seed 
fund, you can do so 
by donating online at 
rochellefoundaiton.org, 
click Donate and it is 
located under the Field 
of Interest section. You 
can also call the RACF 
at 815-561-3600 or email 
Anaya at director@ro-
chellefoundation.org.

Rochelle Area Community Foundation reveals 
new Plant A Seed field-of-interest fund

The Rochelle Area Community Foundation (RACF) is thrilled to announce a new 
field-of-interest endowment fund called Plant A Seed fund. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Diane Bausman (left) and Matthew Lenox (right)

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold

DIXON — Thomas E. 
Thompson, 79, formerly of 
Shabbona and Rochelle, 
passed away Wednesday, 
June 7, 2023, at his home 
in Dixon surrounded by his 
family. He was born Nov. 1, 
1943, in DeKalb, the son of 
Emory and Elinor (Vandre) 
Thompson. He married 
Rita Merriman on March 
14, 1964, in Shabbona. 

Tom graduated from 
Shabbona High School 
in 1961. He worked as a 
farmer and later drove a 
semi-truck for numerous 
local companies. He was 
an avid baseball fan. Tom 
loved fishing, riding his 
motorcycle, and taking 
long drives with Rita. He 
loved his family above all, 
especially spending time 
and playing cards with his 

grandkids. 
Tom is survived by his 

wife of 59 years, Rita, of 
Dixon; two children, Jeff 
Thompson of Rochelle 
and Julie (Scott) Lovett 
of Steward; two grand-
children, Nate and Emily 
Lovett; sister, Judy Jacob-
son of Norway, Illinois; and 
numerous nieces, nephews, 
and cousins. 

In addition to his parents, 
he is preceded in death by 
sister, Gwen (Don) Walters. 

The family would like to 
extend a heartfelt thank you 
to Serenity Hospice and 
Home in Oregon for their 
wonderful care of Tom.

Cremation care has been 
provided by the Jacob-
son-Torman Funeral Home 
in Shabbona. Due to funeral 
home availability, a me-

morial visitation will from 
2-5 P.M. Sunday, June 11, 
2023, at the Torman Funer-
al Home, 510 Flagg St. in 
Paw Paw with a Masonic 
Service at 5 P.M.  Private 
interment will be in First 
Lutheran Cemetery in Lee 
at a later date. Memorials in 

Tom’s name may be 
made to Jacobson-Torman 
Funeral Home c/o The 
Thompson Family, P.O. 
Box 184, Shabbona, IL 
60550. 

TUCSON, Ariz — 
John C. Tompkins, 69, of 
Tucson, Arizona passed on 
June 2, 2023. Born Aug. 
2, 1953 in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. John at-
tended Culver Military 
Academy, Illiana Christian 
High School, and Calvin 
College. 

John grew up in a news-
paper family and at the 
young age of twenty-one 
purchased The Rochelle 
News-Leader in 1975. 
For the next forty-eight 
years John grew News 
Media Corporation to 
over seventy-five publica-
tions spanning across nine 
states. John was not only 
a newspaperman, he was 
a visionary entrepreneur 
and gifted strategist who 
was not afraid to take risks. 
John loved his “business 
family” and the unique 
communities that NMC 
serves. 

Anyone who knew John 
would concur that he was 
larger than life and an 

extremely generous man. 
John was also a man of 
great faith and spent many 
years teaching Sunday 
school at City First Church 
and mentoring young men. 
He was a voracious reader 
with a wealth of knowledge 
on copious topics. If you 
ever met with John you 
likely left with a book in 
hand. 

John had many hobbies; 
he loved rodeo, Kung 
Fu, sailing, and his be-
loved dog, Roscoe. John 
spent his final years “Out 
West”—where he felt most 
at home. John taught his 
children God’s Word, to 
walk in faith, and to trust 
in the finished work of the 
cross—this is his greatest 
legacy. 

John is survived by 
his children Trina (Ste-
phen) McNeilly, J.J. (Lind-
say) Tompkins, and Amy 
Tompkins; former wife 
and life-long friend Cindy 
Tompkins; grandchildren 
Ella, Luke, Liam, and Roc-

co McNeilly, Grace Wolfe, 
Hope and Lily Tomp-
kins; sister Patricia (Bob) 
VanTil; brother Michael 
(Mary) Tompkins; cousins, 
nieces, and nephews. He is 
pre-deceased by his parents 
John Edward Tompkins 
and Hilda Tompkins and 
nephew David Tompkins.

A memorial service will 
be at held at 11:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, June 15th 2023 
in the City First Church 
Chapel, 5950 Spring Creek 
Road, with Pastor Dan 
Qualls officiating. Visita-
tion will be from 9:30 a.m. 
until the start of the service 
on Thursday at the church. 

To express condolences 
online, please visit: www.

Obituaries

John C. Tompkins Thomas E. Thompson

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

ROCHELLE — On 
June 7 at 11:30 a.m. a 
17-year-old male juvenile 
of Delavan, Wisconsin was 

cited for failure to yield 
turning left. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a July 7 Rochelle 

court date.
On June 7 at 5:59 p.m. 

Iceana N. Ellis, 34, of 
Rockford was arrested for 
two counts of aggravated 
battery to a police officer, 
obstructing and possession 
of ammunition and was 
transferred. 

On June 7 at 9:14 p.m. 
Paul Merritt, 39, of Ro-
chelle was arrested for 
domestic battery and trans-
ferred.

All individuals are in-
nocent until proven guilty. 

OREGON — On June 
5 at approximately 12:05 
a.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on Interstate 

39 southbound at mile 
marker 104. After a brief 
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Osvaldo Manuel 
Rosales Blandon, 30, of 
Aurora, for driving without 
a valid license. Blandon 
was released on a $2,500 
individual bond. Blandon 
was also issued a citation 
for an inoperable taillight.

On June 5 at approxi-
mately 6:53 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
at Illinois Route 251 and 
Illinois Route 72. After 
an investigation, deputies 
arrested Fidel Torrez-Perez, 
27, of Rockford, for driving 
with no valid license and 
speeding 26-34 miles per 
hour over the speed lim-
it. Torrez Perez was given 
an I-bond and released on 
scene.  

On June 5 at approxi-
mately 10:28 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop in 

the 14,000 block of West 
Coffman Road. Upon fur-
ther investigation. deputies 
arrested Brian Edwards, 39, 
of Lanark, for driving while 
license revoked. Edwards 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail in lieu of bond.

On June 6 at approxi-
mately 6:40 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop at the 
intersection of East Illinois 
Route 38 and Mulford 
Road. Upon further inves-
tigation, deputies arrested 
Miguel Loza Espinoza, 
28, of DeKalb, for no val-
id license and a DeKalb 
County warrant. Espinoza 
was released on an Ogle 
County individual bond 
and was later taken into 
custody by DeKalb County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty in the court 
of law.

Deputies conduct traffic stops

Rochelle Police Department

Officers issue two arrests

NEED HELP WITH YOUR 

RETIREMENT PLAN? 
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the Illinois Pension 
Assistance Project at (888) 425-6067 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
IPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. 

CALL US TODAY 1.888.425.6067 

CHANA — James Otto 
Kloepping, age 72, of Cha-
na, passed on to be with his 
Lord on Thursday, June 8, 
2023. He was born July 
29, 1950, in Freeport, the 
son of Samuel and Luella 
(Dreibelbis) Kloepping. 
He graduated from Pearl 
City High School and Il-
linois State University. He 
married Patricia Wieck on 
July 27, 1973. 

Jim and Pat have three 
sons: Chris (Keri) of Gil-
bert, Arizona, Tim (An-
drea) of Murphy, Texas, 
and Jason of Chana. They 
have four grandchildren: 
Emma, Elijah, Payton and 
Aubrey.

Jim was a carpenter. 
He was very active in the 
Ashton Lions Club and 
served as District

Governor from 2014-
2015. He was a member of 
Chana United Methodist 
Church.

Jim was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Samuel and Luella. He 
is survived by three sis-
ters:Elizabeth, Patricia 
and Annette, and brother, 
William, as well as several 
nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be held 4 
- 6 P.M., Monday, June 12, 
2023 at the Unger–Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N. 6th 
St. in Rochelle. A Celebra-

tion of Life service will 
be held at Chana United 
Methodist Church, 606 N. 
Main St., on Saturday, July 
8, 2023.  Memorials may 
be made in Jim’s mem-
ory to the Chana United 
Methodist Church or the 
Ashton Lions Club.  Visit 
www.ungerhorner.com to 
sign the online guest book.

James Otto Kloepping

Shirley Jean 
(Johnson) Fields

ROCHELLE — Shir-
ley Jean (Johnson) Fields, 
84, passed away Monday 
June 5, 2023 at OSF St. 
Anthony Hospital in Rock-
ford.  Shirley was born on 
Nov. 3, 1938 to Jess and 
Alfreda Johnson in the 
Sikeston, Missouri area.  

Shirley worked at sever-
al local businesses in her 60 
plus years as a resident of 
Rochelle.  Hornsby’s, Del-
monte, Hope, and Focus 
House to name a few.  She 
enjoyed Blue- Grass music 
and could often be found at 
weekly bluegrass sessions 
tapping her feet, clapping 
and singing along.  Faith 
was important to Shirley.  
She was a devout Christian 
and raised her family to 
love the Lord and to put 
Faith at the center of their 
lives.  

Shirley enjoyed country 
living and the farmlands of 
the midwest.  She loved to 
visit small towns and fes-
tivals and would often take 
long drives to soak up the 

country air and farmlands.  
She especially loved the 
fields of grazing cows and 
rows of cornfields, express-
ing how they brought her 
happiness and comfort. 

 In addition to her par-
ents, she is preceded in 
death by her infant daughter 
Debra Kay Fields, brothers; 
Jess Johnson, Gale John-
son, Jim Johnson, and sis-
ters; Thelma Grace, Vernita 
Patterson and Diana Kime.

Shirley is survived by 
her four children; Sherrie 
(Steve) Ripp of Morris, Ma-
donna (Jeff) Olson of Nixa 
Missouri, James (Shelly) 
Fields of Girard, Kimberly 
(Hersel) Hicks of Ro-
chelle. Fifteen Grandchil-
dren; Raymond Danekas, 
Shane Danekas, Steven 
Ripp, Jacob Olson, Jessica 
(Olson) Whiteman, Lo-
gan Fields, Jamie (Fields) 
Hicks, Amanda (Emrick) 
Schildmeier, Tiffany (Em-
rick) Rodriguez, Ashley 
(Emrick) Bick, Kyle Em-
rick, Elizabeth (Hicks) 

Williams, Kristina (Hicks) 
Jackson, Timothy Hicks 
and Jonathan Hicks. And 
33 great grandchildren.  

She is also survived by 
her siblings Carl (Earlene) 
Johnson of Rochelle, Faye 
Knutson of Rockford, Pat-
sy(Lanning) Nicoloff of 
Rochelle and Ray Johnson 
of Fredericktown, Missouri 
along with numerous neph-
ews and nieces.  

A special thank you to 
Lincoln Manor of Rochelle 
and the medical staff at 
OSF St. Anthony’s for 
their watchful and com-
passionate care. A private 
memorial service will be 
held at Trinity Memory 
Gardens in Rochelle.

ROCHELLE — Rich-
ard A. Overby, 71, passed 
away Friday, June 9, 2023 
at Central DuPage Hospi-
tal in Winfield.  Richard 
was born to Walter and 
Leta (Fleenor) Overby on 
April 1, 1952 in Sandwich.  

In 1970, he graduated 
from Shabbona High 
School and from Illinois 
Wesleyan in 1974. On 
March 24, 1984, he mar-
ried Marilyn Meier at 
the First Presbyterian 
Church in Rochelle. Rich-
ard enjoyed gardening, 
traveling, reading and 
spending time with his 
grandchildren.

Richard is survived 
by his wife of 39 years, 
Marilyn; two daughters: 
Liz (Chad Sarver) Overby 
and Katie (Steven) Peter-
son; four grandchildren: 
Lexi Sarver, Logan, Allie 
and Carly Peterson; and 
siblings: Phyllis Jones, 
Anita Rogers and Brian 
(Shinobu) Overby.

The memorial visita-
tion will be held from 4 - 6 
P.M., Wednesday, June 14, 
2023 at the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N. 
6th St., Rochelle.  The 
memorial service will be 
held at 2 P.M., Thursday, 
June 15 at the First Pres-

byterian Church, 1100 
Calvin Road, Rochelle.  
Memorials may be made 
in Richard’s memory to 
the First Presbyterian 
Church.  Burial will be 
at Lawnridge Cemetery 
in Rochelle. Visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign 
the online guest book.

Richard A. Overby
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, 
IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during am service; Bible Study 
Tuesday 10:00 am and Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery 
available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. 
For further information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email 
us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know Christ and to Proclaim 
Christ in Word and Deed” -19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson, Pastor. 
Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. and is broadcast live on 
Facebook. Go to our website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click on the 
link there. A Grief Support Group meets the third Tuesday of each month 
at 10:00 a.m. Call or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@gmail.com 
with questions or for more information. Also check us out at www.facebook.
com/Calvary-Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. 
We meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We 
also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, 
IL 61068. You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am 
on WRHL 1060AM. Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist 
Church - Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship 
at 10:15am. Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s 
Sunday School 11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more 
information. facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known 
Through Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also 
available on our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All 
are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist Church of Rochelle invites 
you to experience our practical Bible services which have nurseries provided 
in every service along with a wide range of children’s and teen ministries.  
Sunday School is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 am and 
1:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 
5 yr. olds thru 6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 6:30 pm 
for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist 
Church is located 6 blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. and 
8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more information .  Listen at 8:30 
am Sunday mornings on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:  Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 
am. We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- 
Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: 
info@placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am & 11:00am. 
In person or streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  www.
placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, 
Ashton, 815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
9:45 a.m. www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, 
pastor. Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church 
at 10 am. Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour 
at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, 
Adrian Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth Director, Amanda 
Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers 
Ages 0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-
5th worship with the adults then break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth 
groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet throughout the year 
for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community physically & spiritually 
each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used clothing, Hygiene 
items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm 
and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..    

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, 
www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  
(Classes for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church invites everyone to come and be 
celebrate the gifts of God’s family in our series, “The Gifts of Encanto.”  
Inspired by the music, story, and variety of gifts in the Madrigal family, 
we will find ways to work together here and now to strengthen the family 
and serve the community.  In the movie, the Encanto is a place of wonder, 
a refuge and shelter in a frightening world.  The family’s gifts serve the 
community, providing a model for us as well. Worship will include some of 
the color, music, and joy  of the story as we celebrate the blessings that are 
among our community and consider ways to value the variety of our gifts. 
The themes of the movie will help us see how God gifts us and invites us 
to share those gifts together in a caring community!  Sunday worship is 
at 9:00 am with Sunday School for children after the Children’s Message.  
Recorded services are available on our YouTube channel and our website 
at www.rochelleumc.com.  Our services are on the radio (93.5 FM) on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 am.  Our Facebook page is www.facebook.com/
rochelleumc.  Rev. Dr. Katherine Thomas Paisley, Pastor. 709 Fourth 
Ave. (815) 562-2164. admin@rochelleumc.com. Everyone is welcome and 
loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin 
Garcia; Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & 
Caron Rd.), PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 
4PM Monday-Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM 
Monday-Thursday, Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, 
Sunday Mass 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. 
Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 
8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or by appointment. Religious Education: 
Deacon George Schramm, Director of Religious Education. 903 Caron 
Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-
Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. 
Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is 
broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday School 
10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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Village Attorney Dave 
Tess said he is prepared to 
make any desired changes 
to the solar ordinance and 
to fit it to Creston’s spec-
ifications. The ordinance 
would include a permit fee 
structure for small panels 
on residents’ roofs all the 
way up to large solar de-
velopments.

The solar ordinance 
will be on next month’s 
agenda. 

Raffle
The board opted not 

to put a raffle ordinance 
into place at this time at 
the advice of its attorney. 
The Moose Knuckle Bar 
& Grill recently asked the 
village whether it would 
be willing to put a raffle 

ordinance into place and 
grant it a raffle license so 
it could offer a Queen of 
Hearts program to raise 
money for charity.

Tess said that he did 
not recommend a raffle 
ordinance due to it being 
adverse to state law.

“We don’t recommend 
it for the bar owners or 
the village,” Tess said. 
“Illinois wants to regulate 
video gaming, and that 
means no other kinds of 
gaming. Nobody will have 
a deck of cards or a dice 
cup in a bar anymore. We 
can’t recommend giving a 
raffle license to someone 
for this purpose.”

Library
Byro said that the new 

Creston-Dement Library 
building process was re-

cently put out for bid by 
the library’s board and 
bids came back too high. 
Byro said the library is 
currently reassessing its 
budget and desires for the 
project.

“I was notified and 
Casper was notified of 
that,” Byro said. “I’m not 
sure what they’re going to 
cut back on. I’m waiting 
to hear more on what’s 
going on with that. But 
the library is now talking 
about cutting back on 
things like black topping 
and some of the fancier 
things that are inside.”

Landfill
Tess said that a deal 

made between Creston, 
the Rochelle Landfill 
and City of Rochelle 
back in 2021 still has not 

been finalized due to not 
receiving EPA approval. 
The deal would result in 
the closing of the Rochelle 
Landfill by or on Dec. 31, 
2040. The landfill would 
close earlier if there is no 
remaining capacity. In 
order to ensure that there 
is no remaining capacity, 
the annual limit for waste 
that can be disposed of at 
the landfill would increase 
to 650,000 tons per year.

The agreement is con-
ditioned upon the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency granting a final 
and non-appealable order 
to eliminate the need to 
exhume cell one of the 
Rochelle Landfill.

“They did a dry run 
application to the EPA 
and it came back with 
a multitude of issues,” 

Tess said. “Most of them 
surround the redirecting of 
the creek. That has been a 
very slow process to get 
that returned. The landfill 
reapplied in May and 
there’s been no response. 
The EPA has 90 days to 
make a response.”

Byro said delays in 
finalizing the agreement 
have not been ideal for 
the village.

“It’s just an ongoing, 
frustrating thing,” Byro 
said. “I want to get this 
thing wrapped up. We 
haven’t given up by any 
means.”

Tess said the process 
has taken 8-9 months 
longer than originally 
anticipated. 

Properties
Tess and the board 

discussed village prop-
erties in disrepair and in 
violation of ordinances 
and the legal work being 
done to bring them up to 
code. Tess said a number 
of the property owners 
have been served and 
court proceedings are 
moving along and some 
could result in defaults. 
Some property owners are 
cleaning up their issues to 
avoid litigation.

Committees
Byro appointed El-

liot, a new trustee, to the 
committee assignment of 
subdivision trustee after it 
was vacated when Trustee 
Wayne Williams resigned. 
The remainder of the 
trustee committee posi-
tions will remain the same 
following April’s election.

CRESTON: Landfill agreement still awaiting EPA approval
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Lowell
Harp

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on 

subjects of interest to our readers. Editing 
may be necessary for space, clarity or to 

avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will 
not be altered. All letters must bear the 
handwritten signature of the writer and 
include address and phone number or 

e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone 

number will be printed. Letters should 

be typed or legibly handwritten, and no 
anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must 
include at least one name of an individual. 
Any criticism of public officials should be 

limited to issues related strictly to their 
position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. 
Letters involving private disputes between 

the writer and a business will not be 
published. Political endorsements will be 

published, however letters from candidates 
endorsing themselves will not be printed. 

Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader 
office (211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the 

News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) 
or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.

com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any 
reason, and letters chosen for publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views of this 

newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso 

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger       bohlinger@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

AN Apri l  25 
NBC News 
report signi-

fies the kind of choice 
that we’ll likely face in 
the 2024 presidential 
election. It revealed an 
approval rating of 34 
percent for Donald Trump 
versus a similarly-pitiful 
38 percent for Joe Biden. 
60 percent didn’t want Mr. 
Trump to run. 70 percent 
said the same of President 
Biden. 

Yet both seem certain 
to be nominated by their 
respective parties. This 
forced choice comes to 
us from an election sys-
tem that too often fails to 
represent the people. It’s 
a problem that we can fix, 
if we have the will.

The flaws in our system 
of primary elections for 
nominating political can-
didates were open to view 
in 2020, when the Dem-
ocratic Party came close 
to fielding socialist Bernie 
Sanders for president. It 
was also apparent in the 

2022 House and Senate 
contests, when the Re-
publican Party nominated 
extremist candidates, at 
the cost of its expected 
landslide victory.

Primary elections nor-
mally attract only a small 
percentage of the voting 
public. Fewer than eight 
percent of eligible voters, 
for example, participated 
when progressive Demo-
cratic Representative Al-
exandria Ocasio-Cortez 
first won in 2018. Fringe 
candidates can triumph 
with the support of fewer 
than half of the voters 
in these winner-take-all 
contests, as moderate 
contenders divide the rest 
among themselves. That’s 
how Donald Trump was 
able to win primaries in 
state after state in 2016 
and go on to dominate the 
Republican convention.

The success of this 
divide-and-conquer strat-
egy is rooted in well-in-
tentioned reforms that 
largely did away with the 

control that party bosses 
used to have over the se-
lection of candidates. The 
unintended consequence 
was, as Steven Levitsky 
and Daniel Ziblatt ex-
plain, in their book, “How 
Democracies Die,” to 
eliminate the “guardrails” 
that those leaders had 
provided against radical 
candidates. 

Gerald Sieb, 
in the April 22 
Wall Street Jour-
nal ,  descr ibes 
how the follow-
ing decades fur-
ther weakened the 
political parties, 
with laws limiting 
their fundraising, 
court decisions 
opening the floodgates 
to election spending by 
outsiders, and the advent 
of on-line fundraising by 
candidates. Mr. Sieb fa-
vors laws to reverse those 
trends and strengthen 
party organizations. 

Other reformers seek 
to advantage moder-

ate candidates through 
non-partisan primaries 
and ranked-choice vot-
ing. Alaska introduced a 
promising version of that 
approach in time for the 
2022 election. 

Candidates in Alaska 
now participate in a single 
primary election that in-
cludes all contestants and 

voters, regardless 
of party. The top 
four winners then 
move on to the 
general election, 
where voters can 
rank them in the 
order of their pref-
erence. If no can-
didate wins a ma-
jority, the lowest 
one is eliminated. 

His/her supporters’ 
votes are then distributed 
among the other contend-
ers, based on who they 
identified as their second 
choices. If there’s still 
no candidate above 50 
percent, the next lowest 
is eliminated in the same 
way. At this point, one of 

the two remaining contes-
tants will have a majority 
and will be declared the 
winner.

The idea behind this 
and similar reforms in 
some other states is, first 
of all, to ensure that no 
candidate wins a primary 
or general election with-
out earning the support of 
a majority of the voters, 
as too often happens to-
day. It also discourages 
extremism and negative 
campaigning. Candidates 
need to appeal to a broad 
range of the public, and 
avoid offending other 
contestants’ followers, 
in order to prevail in the 
elimination rounds.

Alaska’s system seems 
to have had the intended 
effect in 2022, when Lisa 
Murkowski, a moder-
ate Republican Senator, 
was reelected. Under 
the previous system, she 
wouldn’t have made it 
past the hard-liners in the 
Republican primary.

Reforms like Alas-

ka’s appear to be grow-
ing in popularity. They 
nevertheless won’t by 
themselves bring about 
a golden age of harmony 
to our polarized society. 
Nor will they address 
other structural flaws that 
threaten our democracy, 
including the Electoral 
College, the undemocrat-
ic Senate, and gerryman-
dered election districts. 

What they can do is 
impair the ability of the 
Left and Right to exploit 
our election system, and 
help return the advantage 
to the broad center, the 
core of the American 
people, who have for too 
long been neglected in 
politics.

Lowell Harp is a re-
tired school psychologist 
who served school dis-
tricts in Ogle County. His 
column runs periodically 
in The Ogle County Life. 
For previous articles, 
you can follow him on 
Facebook at http://fb.me/
lowellharp.

WITH Tax Day 
in the rear-
view mirror, 

I thought it might be 
worthy to look at taxation 
and agriculture. One thing 
about farmers, they don’t 
like paying taxes.

Running a farm or 
ranch business is chal-
lenging under the best of 
circumstances. Agricul-
ture operates in a world 
of uncertainty — from 
unpredictable markets 
to fluctuating farm busi-
ness costs, to weather 
disasters and disease 
outbreaks. Farmers and 
ranchers need a tax code 
that provides certain-
ty and recognizes their 
unique financial challeng-
es as they work to provide 
a secure food supply for 
our nation

W h i l e  i m p o r t a n t 
strides, such as the 2017 
passage of the Tax Cut 
and Jobs Act, have been 
made in recent years, farm 
bureau supports a number 
of changes to help provide 
stability and security for 
America’s farms and 
ranches.

W h i l e  i m p o r t a n t 
strides, such as the 2017 
passage of the Tax Cut 
and Jobs Act, have been 
made in recent years, farm 
bureau supports a number 
of changes to help provide 
stability and security for 
America’s farms and 
ranches.

Estate taxes should 
be permanently elimi-
nated. At the very least, 
farm bureau believes 
that the $11 million per 
person/$22 million per 
couple indexed estate 
tax exemption that was 
passed as part of the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act should 
be made permanent and 
that unlimited stepped-up 
basis should continue.

The limitation on the 
amount that property val-
ues can be reduced under 
Special Use Valuation 
Section 2032A should be 
removed. Timber harvest-
ing or the sale of a conser-
vation easement should 
not trigger a recapture of 
estate taxes.

The capital gains tax 
rate should be reduced 
and assets should be in-

dexed for inflation.
Capital gains should 

not be collected at death 
and there should be an 
exclusion for agricultur-
al land that remains in 
production, for transfers 
of farm business assets 
between family members, 
for farmland preservation 
easements and develop-
ment rights, and for land 
taken by eminent domain.

Passage of the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act 
in 2017 benefits 
most farm and 
ranch businesses 
and has allowed 
them to bui ld 
their operations 
and stimulate the 
agricultural econ-
omy. Important 
provisions include 
reduced tax rates, 
the new business income 
deduction, provisions to 
allow the matching of 
income and expenses, 
immediate cost recovery 
and an increase in the es-
tate tax exemption. USDA 
Economic Research Ser-
vice documented the ex-
pected benefits of the tax 

reform in its June 2018 
publication “Estimated 
Effects of the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act on Farms 
and Farm Households.”

Permanent 
Provisions

The Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act contains many new, 
permanent provisions that 
help agriculture.

Sect. 179 Small Busi-
ness Expensing 
Increased to $1 
million. Indefinite 
Carry Forward of 
Deductions In-
dexed for Infla-
tion. Depreciation 
for Farm Equip-
ment Shortened 
from seven to five 
tears. New Flat 21 
percent Corporate 

Tax Rate. Repeal of the 
Corporate Alternative 
Minimum Tax (AMT)

Temporary 
Provisions

Many of the pass-
through business pro-
visions in the Tax Cuts 

and Jobs Act are tem-
porary and should be 
made permanent. More 
the 98 percent of farm 
and ranches operate as 
“pass-through business-
es:” sole proprietorships, 
partnerships and Sub S 
corporations. Failure to 
extend these important 
provisions will result in 
a tax increase for farmers 
and ranchers and leave 
them without ways to 
deal with the cyclical and 
unpredictable nature of 
their businesses.

Reduced Pass-Through 
Tax Rates and Expanded 
Brackets: If not extend-
ed, higher tax rates will 
increase taxes on the ma-
jority of farm and ranch 
businesses.

New 20 percent Busi-
ness Income Deduction 
(phase-out starts when 
taxable income exceeds 
$315,000/joint): Allow-
ing the business income 
deduction to expire would 
expand the tax base of 
pass-through business-
es, erasing much of the 
benefit of tax reform 
legislation.

Unlimited Bonus De-
preciation (Expensing): 
If not continued, farmers 
and ranchers will be un-
able to offset income with 
deductions for their busi-
ness expenses. This is es-
pecially critical because 
like-kind exchanges for 
equipment and livestock 
are repealed.

Doubled Estate Tax 
Exemption to $11 mil-
lion person/$22 million 
couple: If the exemption 
is allowed to revert back 
more farms and ranches 
will be subject to estate 
taxes. And, as long as 
the exemption level is 
temporary money must 
be spent on estate tax 
planning rather than on 
growing farm and ranch 
businesses.

Increased Alternative 
Minimum Tax Threshold 
for Individuals: Roll-
back of the higher AMT 
threshold will cancel out 
important deductions and 
credits put in place by tax 
reform.

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

How the left and right exploit our election system

Ron Kern: Taxation and agriculture

Ron
Kern
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

May 16 - Brittani Lambrecht, South Beloit, $25

May 17 - Tammy Burke, Oregon, $25

May 18 - Megan Dempsey, Dixon, $25

May 19 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

May 20 - RACF, $25

May 21 - Rochelle Fire Fighter Social, $50

May 22 - Zekelman Employee, $25

May 23 - Merrick Jacobs, Glendale, AZ, $25

May 24 - Dustin Shafer, Rochelle, $25

May 25 - Justin May, Byron, $25
 
May 26 - Zekelman Employee, $25

May 27 - Judy Connolly, Rochelle, $25

May 28 - Robert Thompson, Rochelle, $50

May 29 - Louise Reinke, Rochelle, $1,000
 
May 30 - Kevin Reilly, Hoffman Estates, $25

May 31 - Chicagoland Skydiving, $25

June 1 - Hannah Payne, Rochelle, $25

June 2 - First State Bank Employee, Rochelle, $25

June 3 - Marsha Miller, Rochelle, $25

June 4 - Liquor ‘n’ Wine, Rochelle, $25

June 5 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $25

June 6 - Erica Sachs, Rochelle, $25

June 7 - Zekelman Employee, $25

June 8 - Britt Zick, Rochelle, $25

June 9 - Lindsey Miller, Steward, $25

June 10 - From the Heart, $25

June 11 - RACF, $25
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
June 11 

Caleb Smith 
Emmalyn Eggenburg 

 
June 12 

Robby Lang 
 

June 13 
Chrissy Norris 

Jaelyn Gonzales 
 

June 14 
Nicholas Oleson 

Gabe Aleman 

June 15 
Brayden Moser 

June 16 
John & Carolyn Overstreet 

(anniversary) 
Anna Norris 

June 17 
Ellie Sherburne 

 
June 19 

Eddie Villalobos 
 

June 22 
Betty Armstrong 

Isaac Bonilla 

June 25 
Chyanne Bozek 

Cruz Hord 

Teresa Baker 
Treavon Huff 

David & Courtney Jones 
(anniversary) 

June 27 
Brittany Sullivan 

Gary & Rachelle Phillips 
(anniversary) 

June 28 
Grace Sherburne 

Greg Danekas 
Harold Sanders

June 29 
Derek Oleson

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU
7034 S. Klondike Road | Rochelle, IL 61068 | 815-561-9074
If you would like to volunteer with us, please email us at 

volunteer@kitchentablerochelle.org

June 13 - (Tuesday) - Taco Salad, Beef with Doritos, 
Tomatoes, Lettuce, Onions, Cheese, Salsa, Sour Cream, 

Jalapenos
June 15 - (Thursday) - Teriyaki Chicken, Fried Rice, Egg Rolls, 

Dumplings
June 16 - (Friday) - “Fundraiser Night” - We won’t be holding 
a Friday night dinner anymore. This was put in place for an 
extra boost in revenue and it no longer works that way. It’s 
hard to get help for any night during the week let alone the 

Friday night dinner.

June 20 - (Tuesday) - Spaghetti and Meatballs, Salad, Garlic 
Bread

June 22 - (Thursday) - Ham Steaks, Potato Wedges, Baked 
Cabbage Wedges, Dinner Rolls

June 27 - (Tuesday) - Burgers, Fries
June 29 - (Thursday) - Mesquite and Lime Marinated 

Chicken Breasts, Brussel Sprouts, Corn, Bread (donated by 
Jen’s Artisan Breads)

July 2 - (Sunday Brunch) - Enjoy Your Fourth of July Holiday 
Weekend!!!! No Brunch Today!!!

KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries
**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to check 

before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074
www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

DUBUQUE, Iowa 
-  The University of 
Dubuque congratulates 
the following students 
on being appointed to the 
spring semester 2023 aca-
demic dean’s list. The list 

included Zachary Sanford 
of Rochelle. 

Full-time students in 
good academic standing 
(registered for and hav-
ing earned 12 or more 
letter grade credits for 

the term) who earn a term 
grade point average of 
3.5 or above and who do 
not have any grades of 
Incomplete for the term 
are named to the dean’s 
list. Once grades have 

been submitted for any 
Incompletes, the office 
of academic affairs will 
review eligibility again 
for possible placement 
on the dean’s list for the 
given term.

Sanford named to University of Dubuque dean’s list

STEVENS POINT, 
Wis. — The University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
honored more than 2,000 
undergraduate students for 
attaining high grade point 

averages during the spring 
semester of the 2022-2023 
academic year. They in-
cluded Megan Thompson 
(sophomore, highest hon-
ors) of Rochelle.

Full-time undergrad-
uates who earned grade 
points of 3.9 to 4.0 (4.0 
equals straight A) are given 
the highest honors designa-
tion. High honor citations 

go to those with grade point 
averages from 3.75 to 3.89 
and honor recognition is 
accorded to those with 
grade point averages from 
3.5 to 3.74.

Thompson honored for scholastic achievement at UWSP

AMES, Iowa — Nearly 
4,600 graduates received 
degrees from Iowa State 
University this spring. 

Graduate and undergrad-
uate commencement cer-
emonies were held May 
11-13 at Hilton Coliseum.

Among the graduates 
included in the com-
mencement ceremony 
was Kayla McCormick 

of Steward (bachelor of 
science, accounting, hon-
ors program member and 
summa cum laude). 

McCormick graduates from Iowa State University
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ROCHELLE — In 
honor of May’s Teach-
er Appreciation Month, 
SONIC Drive-In’s SONIC 
Foundation donated $1.5 
million to match all public 
contributions made to re-
quests on DonorsChoose, 
a national nonprofit that 
allows individuals to do-
nate directly to public 
school classroom requests 
submitted by teachers.

As part of SONIC’s 
ongoing Limeades for 
Learning initiative, the 
$1.5 million donation 
matched 50 percent of 
each donation made to all 
teacher requests. SONIC 
helped fully fund near-
ly 15,300 projects from 
teachers and schools across 
the country including two 
exceptional teachers in 
Rochelle who received 
a combined donation of 
$549.00 from SONIC. 
The following are among 

the exceptional teachers 
who received funding: 
Mrs. Casey at Lincoln 
Elementary School for 
the project “Fun Phonics 
Application” for grades 
preK-2.

Mrs. Sutton at Lincoln 
Elementary School for the 
project “Special Education 
Classroom Flexible Seat-
ing” for Grades preK-2.

“SONIC is invested in 
supporting the local com-
munities served by our 
more than 3,500 locations, 
and we’re proud of the 
impact we’ve made over 
the past 14 years through 
Limeades for Learning,” 
Lori Abou Habib, chief 
marketing officer of SON-
IC, said. “We’re grateful to 
all the SONIC guests who 
joined us in celebrating 
teachers this month by 
donating to a classroom 
request on DonorsChoose, 
and those who continue 

to help us support public 
education by grabbing their 
favorite SONIC drink and 
having a portion of the pur-
chase go towards helping 
a nearby public school.”

Through the SONIC 
Limeades for Learning 
initiative, the brand do-
nates a portion of proceeds 
from every drink, slush 
and shake purchase to the 
SONIC Foundation, which 
is used to support local 
public education. Since 
2009, SONIC has donated 
more than $26 million to 
funding local classrooms, 
becoming one of the largest 
programs to support public 
education in the U.S.

Visit  www.Donor-
sChoose.org and donate 
to one or more of the 
thousands of public school 
teacher requests seeking 
support to provide stu-
dents with educational 
resources.

SONIC Drive-In donates to Rochelle 
schools for Teacher Appreciation Month

Kishwaukee College recently congratulated students Lydia Myers and Madison 
Ost on earning All-Illinois Academic Team honors at the Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 
All-Illinois Banquet on April 27 in Springfield. Myers and Ost are members of 

Kish’s Alpha Rho Eta chapter of the PTK Honor Society. Additionally, Myers was 
recognized as a 2023 Coca-Cola Academic Team Silver Scholar. Pictured (left to 

right) are Ost, Kish PTK Advisor Dr. Tim Anderson and Myers.

Ost, Myers earn all-state honors for Kish PTK
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This message is funded by the Illinois Department of Public Health through funds 
received from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Dependable & Compassionate Home Care 
Services in the Comfort of Your Home

We are here for all of your loved ones needs.
Contact us today for a consultation (815) 754-1300
2585 Sycamore Rd. DeKalb | homeinstead.com/location/718

Now Hiring  
Full-time and part-time 

caregivers, flexible hours, 
benefits, 401K, days, nights 
and weekends in Lee and 

Ogle Counties

Coming to Dixon  
this summer.  

121 W First St, Suite #2  
Dixon, IL 61021 

Now Accepting  
New Clients  

in Dixon Oregon and Byron 
and the surrounding areas

Come Grow With Us!

RNLSPEC

MALTA — The Alpha 
Rho Eta chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor So-
ciety (PTK) welcomed 27 
new members during the 
2022-2023 school year at 
Kishwaukee College. The 
chapter officially inducted 
eight of the new members 
in a candle-lighting cere-
mony held at the college 
on April 19.

PTK is the largest honor 
society in higher education, 
with more than 3.5 million 
members worldwide. The 
society recognizes the 
academic achievement 
of community college 
students and provides 
opportunities to grow as 
scholars and leaders. To 
be eligible, students must 
complete a minimum of 

12 credit hours towards 
an associate degree and 
earn a 3.5 GPA or higher. 
Students must maintain a 
high academic standing 
throughout their enroll-
ment at Kish. Membership 
is by invitation only.

The following Kish 
students participated in 
the spring 2023 ceremo-
ny: Kiley Higby, Autumn 
Kunkel, Michelle Martin, 
Makenzie Moser, David 
Negrete, Carrie Powers, 
Bethany Simpson and 
Jacqueline Tellez.

The spring 2023 induct-
ees and their guests were 
welcomed by Dr. Laurie 
Borowicz, president of 
Kishwaukee College; Dr. 
Tim Anderson, PTK chap-
ter advisor; Dr. Michelle 

Rothmeyer, vice president 
of studentservices and Bar-
bara Leach, interim vice 
president of instruction.

For more information 
on PTK at Kish, contact 
Anderson at tanderson@
kish.edu or 815-825-9484. 

Kishwaukee College Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society inducts new members

Kishwaukee College’s Phi Theta Kappa Alpha Rho Eta chapter held its spring 2023 
induction ceremony on April 19. Pictured (left to right) are the new inductees 
David Negrete, Bethany Simpson, Autumn Kunkel, Kiley Higby, Carrie Powers, 
Jacqueline Tellez, Makenzie Moser, Michelle Martin and PTK Chapter Advisor Dr. 
Tim Anderson.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

ROCHELLE – On 
Sunday, June 25, Habitat for 
Humanity of Ogle County 
will help a well-deserving 
family celebrate the dream 
of homeownership.

Habitat for Humanity 
will host a home dedication 
and open house for its latest 
home build in Ogle County. 
This home marks the 14th 
home build for the Ogle 
County affiliate. The Ha-
bitat partner family, along 
with Habitat volunteers, 
broke ground on the home 
in November 2022. Many 
community organizations 
and individuals have do-
nated time and materials to 
complete the dream for the 
partner family.

Ashlie, Habitat partner 
for this home build, has 
shared her excitement and 

stated, “This house is the 
beginning of a new gene-
rational cycle, enabling me 
to do better for my children. 
This house very much re-
presents the beginning of 
a new chapter in our lives. 
This house will truly be our 
home.”

The public is invited to 
celebrate with the family 
and following the program 
take a tour of the home. 
The home dedication and 
blessing will take place on 
Sunday, June 25 at 2 p.m. at 
110 S. 9th St., Rochelle. An 
open house will follow the 
dedication until 4 p.m. For 
more information regarding 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Ogle County, please call 
815-222-8869, or visit the 
website at www.habitato-
glecounty.org.

Habitat for Humanity of 
Ogle County to host house 
dedication & open house

AMES, Iowa – More 
than 9,800 Iowa State Uni-
versity students have been 
recognized for outstanding 
academic achievement by 
being named to the spring 
semester dean’s list. Stu-
dents named to the dean’s 
list must have earned a 
grade point average of at 

least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale 
while carrying a minimum 
of 12 credit hours of graded 
course work. 

They include Jack Rich-
olson, year two, agricultur-
al studies of Lindenwood 
and Morgan Rae Scha-
backer, year four, agricul-
tural business. 

Iowa State University announces 
spring semester 2023 dean’s List

Marie Shaw, who has plans to serve as a mechanic in the US Air Force after 
graduation, was recently recognized as the DAR Good Citizen for Amboy High 

School by the Rochelle Chapter. Shaw was chosen through a process that involves 
both the teachers and the members of the senior class and was selected because 

she exemplifies the traits of a Good Citizen which are: Dependability, service, 
leadership and patriotism. Shown left to right are Chapter Member Susan Coers, 

Shaw and Lydia Roberts, DAR Good Citizen committee chairman.

Shaw named DAR Good Citizen for AHS
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FATHER’S DAY

1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com

Job Opportunities

06
11

20
23

Don’t forget the hormel® Black laBel® 
Bacon  for your Burgers!

Happy Father’s Day  
from Rochelle Foods!

EACH year in 
the middle of 
June, families 

honor the special men who 
help make the familial 
engine run. Father’s Day 
is celebrated on the third 
Sunday in June in the 
United States and Canada, 
and families across both 
nations make the day all 
about dads.

Many families have 
their own unique Father’s 
Day traditions, but it’s not 
uncommon for those ritu-
als to cross familial lines. 
For example, gift-giving 
is one popular Father’s 
Day tradition many fam-
ilies share. With that in 
mind, anyone looking for 
the right gift for Dad this 
Father’s Day can consider 
these ideas.

• Grill: Father’s Day 
comes just as spring is 
winding down and sum-
mer is set to begin. That 
means Dad will soon be 
firing up the grill sev-
eral nights per week, if 
he hasn’t already. Since 
summer is grilling season 
and Father’s Day predates 
the start of summer by a 
couple of days, why not 
give Dad a new grill this 
season? Many people 
have fallen in love with 
the art of smoked foods 
in recent years, and if 
Dad fits that bill then a 
smoker/grill hybrid can be 
just the gift to make him 
smile. If Dad prefers the 
convenience of grilling at 
a moment’s notice, then a 
new propane grill can fit 
the bill. Dads who love 
to tailgate outside their 
favorite football stadium 
may love a new portable 

Several gift ideas to present on Father’s Day

DADS do a lot for 
their families, 
and Father’s 

Day is the perfect time 
to acknowledge those ef-
forts. The days when dads 
would receive a colorful 
necktie for Father’s Day 
are largely (and, for fa-
thers, thankfully) a relic of 
the past. Modern Father’s 
Day celebrations tend to 
involve more careful plan-
ning, and the following are 
some ways to make this 
year’s day for dads one to 
remember.

• Take Dad on a tour 
through his own history. 
The popularity of geneal-
ogy has skyrocketed over 
the last decade-plus, as 
various firms have made 
it easier than ever for 
individuals to trace their 
family histories. If Dad 
counts himself among the 
millions across the globe 
interested in their family 
histories, moms and kids 
can work together to create 
a virtual tour through that 
history. Present the history 
as a printed book or as a 
video, sharing interesting 
things you learned about 
Dad’s ancestors but also 
highlighting key moments 
in his life. This presenta-
tion can be accompanied 
by a subscription to a gene-
alogy service and a tour of 
some of Dad’s childhood 
haunts before the family 
enjoys brunch or dinner 
in the neighborhood where 
Dad grew up.

• Take to the great 
outdoors. Father’s Day is 
celebrated in mid-June, 
making the day a perfect 
time to enjoy the great 
outdoors (weather permit-
ting). Plan a day around 
Dad’s favorite outdoor 
activity. If Dad is an avid 
fisherman, book a family 
outing on a charter boat so 
Dad can focus on catching 
fish and not navigating. If 
Dad loves being in natural 
settings, camp out the 

Memorable ways to celebrate Dad this Father’s Day
night before Father’s Day 
so he can wake up to the 
sound of birds chirping in 
the crisp morning air. If 
Dad has a favorite baseball 
team, take him out to the 
ballgame so he can soak 
up some Father’s Day sun.

• Book a private chef. 
If Dad has a fascination 
with food, perhaps nothing 
can make Father’s Day 
more memorable than a 
delicious meal served by a 
private chef. Private chefs 
will do all the work, giv-
ing moms and kids more 
time to spend with Dad 
throughout the day, and 
then the whole family can 
enjoy a special meal made 

by someone whose spe-
cialty is crafting delicious 
dinners. Offerings vary, 
but many private chefs 
handle all the cooking and 
cleaning. Identify Dad’s 
favorite dish and then look 
for a chef who specializes 
in that type of cuisine.

• Appeal to Dad’s inner 
adventurer. Some Dads 
may just want to relax 
on Father’s Day, while 
others may prefer a more 
adventurous celebration. 
If Dad falls into the latter 
group, book a fun and 
adventurous activity the 
whole family can enjoy 
together. A kayaking trip, 
a skydiving session, a 

round of paintball, or even 
tickets to a rock concert on 
Father’s Day weekend can 

connect Dad with his inner 
adventurer.

There’s no shortage of 

ways for families to make 
this Father’s Day one Dad 
won’t soon forget.

grill to bring their pregame 
tailgates up a notch.

• Beer subscription 
service: If Dad’s a devoted 
drinker of craft beers, then 
a subscription to a beer 
club that delivers suds 
right to his doorstep could 
make this Father’s Day 
one he won’t soon forget. 
Clubs vary and many offer 
an array of membership 
options, but typically 
these groups hand-pick 
beers from an assortment 
of participating breweries, 

some local and some from 
distant, though likely do-
mestic, locales. Gift givers 
can take note of Dad’s fa-
vorite beer style, whether 
it’s the wildly popular IPA 
or beers brewed in the 
Belgian tradition or some 
other style. Such informa-
tion can be provided to 
clubs who will then curate 
the subscription box to 
align with the styles Dad 
likes best.

• Golf trip: If Dad is an 
avid golfer, then he likely 

has his sights set on some 
special places to play 18 
holes. Families can pool 
their resources and give 
Dad a trip to a course he 
wants to play. Courses 
across North America 
have hosted PGA Tour and 
PGA Tour Canada events, 
meaning Dad could end 
up playing the same holes 
his favorite profession-
als have played. Pebble 
Beach Golf LinksTM in 
California is undoubtedly 
on many a father’s golf 

course bucket list, but 
many more clubs outside 
of California and across 
both the U.S. and Canada 
offer stunning views and 
challenging rounds that 
will be sure to please Dad 
this Father’s Day.

• Man cave memo-
rabilia: No man cave is 
complete without mem-
orabilia. If Dad’s a die-
hard sports fan, help him 
decorate his go-to spot 
to watch his favorite 
team with some authentic 

memorabilia. Whether 
it’s a framed game-worn 
jersey or a bat with Dad’s 
name engraved on it or a 
basketball signed by the 
roster of his favorite team, 
these items will look great 
on the wall of any father’s 
man cave.

The right Father’s Day 
gift for Dad can make this 
special day even more 
meaningful for the men 
who do so much for their 
families throughout the 
year.
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RTHS Athletics

All-Conference honorees
O’Rorke, Smardo headline Interstate 8 baseball and softball winners at RTHS

SPORTS REACHING NEW HEIGHTS 
 
Former RTHS standout Teagan Meyers 
took ninth at NJCAA Outdoor Nationals. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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Rochelle seniors Morgan Smardo and Colton O’Rorke were named All-Conference First Team honorees in the 
Interstate 8 this season. Four Rochelle athletes received Honorable Mentions in baseball and softball.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

RTHS Girls Soccer

Flores, Lara earn Interstate 8 First Team honors
Lady Hub starters Harris, Martinez receive Honorable Mentions this season

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Sophomores Betty Flores (left) and Makayla Lara (right) earned All-Conference First Team honors in the Interstate 8 this season. Senior Kailey Harris and junior Kara 
Martinez were each named Honorable Mentions for the Lady Hubs, who went 7-10 overall this season.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Four 
members of the Rochelle 
Lady Hub varsity soccer 
team earned All-Con-
ference honors from the 
Interstate 8 this season. 

Sophomores Makayla 
Lara and Betty Flores 
received First Team recog-
nition, while senior Kailey 
Harris and junior Kara 
Martinez were awarded 
Honorable Mentions. Ro-
chelle went 7-10 overall 
and 3-3 in the conference 

this year.
Lara led the Lady Hubs 

with 22 goals while adding 
four assists this season. 
The sophomore midfielder 
served as a team cap-
tain after earning an All-
Conference Honorable 
Mention in the Interstate 

8 during her freshman 
season, where she totaled 
24 goals with six assists.

“It’s a great feeling and 
not only does it make me 
feel like I improved, but 
it shows that others have 
seen improvement from 
me as well. This season 

was nothing like last 
season. We had our ups 
and downs, but I think 
stepping up as a captain 
and using my voice more 
than I did last season really 
helped our team. I want 
our chemistry to improve 
on and off the field next 

season because when it 
comes to games, that’s a 
big area that affects our 
team. My personal goals 
for next season are to re-
main a team captain and 
help the team get better.”

See SOCCER page 5

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Three 
members of the Rochelle 
Lady Hub varsity softball 
team received All-Con-
ference awards from the 
Interstate 8 this season. 
Senior Morgan Smardo 
was named to the First 
Team for the second time in 
three seasons, while junior 
Ella Alfano and sophomore 
Lauren Dyer each received 
Honorable Mentions. Ro-
chelle finished with a 5-21 
record this year.

“I’m very honored that 
I earned All-Conference 
honors this year,” Smardo 
said. “It means a lot to me 
that I’m not only being 
recognized by my coach, 
but by other coaches as 
well. I feel that I grew 
more as a leader and as a 
team captain. I knew I had 
to take charge and I knew 
I had to be someone who 
could help others grow in 
the sport and who others 
could look up to.”

Smardo led the Rochelle 
offense in nearly every sta-
tistical category, recording 
a .451/.480/.690 slash line 
with 32 hits including 22 
singles, five doubles, three 
triples and two home runs. 
Smardo finished with 16 
RBIs and 20 runs scored 

as well as 13 stolen bases 
this season. In the circle, 
Smardo threw a team-
leading 88 and two-thirds 
innings while striking out 
a team-high 138 batters 
in 17 starts. Smardo will 
continue her career at 
Waubonsee Community 
College.

“I feel that I performed 
well on the mound and in 
the batter’s box,” Smardo 
said. “I enjoyed the lifelong 
friendships I made and I 
will never forget the memo-
ries I made while playing 
softball at Rochelle. I will 
definitely miss wearing my 
No. 13 jersey and seeing 
my friends everyday.”

Dyer threw 55 and one-
third innings for the Lady 
Hubs this season, striking 
out 55 batters and allow-
ing only 10 walks. The 
sophomore also recorded 
a .400/.432/.586 slash line 
with 28 hits including 17 
singles, nine doubles and 
two triples. Dyer scored 18 
runs and totaled six RBIs. 

Alfano compiled 11 hits 
and five runs as the starting 
catcher this season, picking 
off two runners and throw-
ing out three more while 
finishing with only four 
errors in 115 and one-third 
innings.

See BASEBALL pg 5

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

802 Main Street  • 815-453-2677

Homemade Cooking, Small Town Atmosphere 
Daily Specials

• Breakfast Served All Day
• Beer & Wine Served All Day

 • Free Wi-Fi
Dine-In & Carryout

Open Tues-Sat 7AM-8PM, Sun 7AM-2PM, Monday Closed Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

815-453-7500

Open Mon-Sat 9AM-9PM & Sun 9AM-5PM

• Groceries,
• Hand Cut Meats,
  Deli & Produce
• Liquor, Wine & Beer
• Cigarettes & More
• Bar with Video Gaming 
  & Slot Machines

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

09
26

20
22

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

10
12

20
22

Most insurances accepted

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

0
9

2
6

2
0

2
2

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

1
0

1
2

2
0

2
2

Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections, Suboxone Program

 “Veteran Owned and Operated”

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Meyers soars to new heights 
at NJCAA Outdoor Nationals
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

HOBBS, N.M. — Former Rochelle track 
and field standout Teagan Meyers reached 
the pinnacle of her outdoor season at the 
2023 NJCAA Outdoor National Champi-
onships, where she battled against the best 
high jumpers in the country representing 
Sauk Valley Community College.

Meyers, who medaled in third at the 2023 
NJCAA Indoor National Championships at 
Washburn University in early March, took 
on a field of 18 athletes at New Mexico Ju-
nior College for the 2023 NJCAA Outdoor 
National Championships in late May. As she 
did during the indoor season, Meyers rose to 
the challenge, setting a new personal record 
with a clearance of 1.67 meters (5 feet 5 ¾ 
inches) to finish in ninth place.

“It felt really good to accomplish the 
goals I set for the outdoor season,” Meyers 
said. “Setting goals for myself and reaching 
those goals has been a big motivator for me 
and I enjoyed being able to jump in the nice 
weather. It was really exciting to see how 
I was able to push myself to do so much 
more. It was also really cool to see all of the 
athletes compete and it was a much bigger 
meet than the indoor nationals. There was 
a lot of new competition, which was excit-
ing, and it’s a lot of fun competing against 
other high-level jumpers because it really 
pushes me.”

Qualifying for the outdoor nationals and 
setting a new personal record were two of the 
goals Meyers set for herself after concluding 
her indoor season as a third-place medalist. 
The outdoor nationals also capped off an 

outstanding freshman track and field season 
for Meyers, who reached a season-best mark 
of 10.38 meters (34 feet ¾ inches) in the 
triple jump at the University of Dubuque’s 
Good Friday Open on April 7. Meyers set 
a new PR in the 200-meter dash during the 
indoor season, but did not race in the event 
outdoors due to a quad injury.

“Getting over the bar on my first try for a 
new PR was an awesome feeling,” Meyers 
said. “It was a really cold outdoor season and 
I was forced to jump indoors three times. It’s 
a huge difference jumping outdoors versus 
indoors because of the weather and other 
elements. I was also battling a quad injury 
and my coach had me drop the 200, which 
was unfortunate because I enjoy racing, 
but I set a new PR in the triple jump and I 
thought I had a great outdoor season. I’m 
very thankful for my coach and how he was 
able to help me throughout the season.”

Meyers finished first in the high jump dur-
ing five of her seven outdoor meets this sea-
son. The former Lady Hub student-athlete 
recorded third-place triple jump finishes at 
the ONU Outdoor Invitational from April 
28-29 and the St. Ambrose Spring Opener 
on April 1. Meyers, who’s currently study-
ing for an associate’s degree at Sauk Valley, 
said she may take a year off from school, 
as well as track and field, as she pursues a 
nine-month Christian leadership program 
and internship with the Applied Life Leaders 
Academy in Hot Springs, Arkansas.

“I went to their summer camp last year 
and the program is about helping kids grow 
in their faith, understand who God is and 
how they can apply that to their everyday 
lives,” Meyers said. 

Former Rochelle track and field standout Teagan Meyers finished ninth in the high 
jump at the 2023 NJCAA Outdoor National Championships.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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SPORTS
Forge Wrestling Club

Nine athletes qualify for 2023 Fargo Nationals
Rochelle-area wrestlers record top finishes at state and regional tournaments

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Custom Construction

Residential 
&  

Commercial 
Roofing

Shingle 
Roofing, 

Metal  
Roofing & 

Flat Roofing

Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com

Call & Text 815-871-7835

What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here

(PHOTOS BY MARA BAKER)
Forge Wrestling Club athletes Cammyla Macias (left) and Tommy Tourdot (right) were two of the nine athletes who qualified for the 2023 Freestyle and Greco-Roman 
National Championships in Fargo, North Dakota next month.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Cam-
myla Macias grew up 
playing team sports, but 
the soon-to-be sophomore 
at RTHS was motivated 
to pursue wrestling in 
order to push herself as 
an individual athlete. Less 
than one year after taking 
up the sport, Macias will 
have the opportunity to 
challenge herself on a 
national stage next month, 
when she and other athletes 
with the Forge Wrestling 
Club will travel to Fargo, 
North Dakota for the 2023 
Freestyle & Greco-Roman 
National Championships.

One of three female 
athletes who wrestled for 
the RTHS team during the 
2022-23 school year, Ma-
cias has continued to work 
over the offseason, training 
with the Forge Wrestling 
Club and competing at 
freestyle and greco-roman 

wrestling tournaments. 
Macias earned her spot 
at the national meet af-
ter finishing fifth in her 
division during the 2023 
Northern Plains Regional 
Championships, where 
several other Forge ath-
letes punched their tickets 
to nationals as well.

“I had some friends 
who started wrestling and 
I saw how cool the sport 
was,” Macias said. “I 
wanted to see what it felt 
like to win as an individual 
and I know that when I 
wrestle, it’s all on me. I 
like wrestling a lot and 
it’s been cool to see more 
girls do wrestling since it’s 
always been a boys sport. It 
shows girls that they can be 
independent and they can 
be as strong as the boys. 
It’s exciting to qualify for 
nationals because it shows 
how far I’ve come in my 
first year and how much 
effort I put in. I’m excited 
to wrestle against other 

girls and to see how far I 
can go.”

RT H S  t e a m m a t e 
Dempsey Atkinson will 
also compete at the na-
tional meet after placing 
second in her division at 
the regional competition, 
which was held in the Wis-
consin Dells last month. 
Atkinson, who will be a 
junior for the upcoming 
school year, made history 
this past season as the first 
female athlete at RTHS to 
qualify for the IHSA State 
Championship in girls 
wrestling. Like Macias, 
Atkinson has been training 
with Forge to improve her 
skills over the offseason.

“I made a lot of friends 
at the regional meet and 
I’m excited to see them at 
the national tournament,” 
Atkinson said. “I’m very 
excited for the experience 
and it’s going to be a lot of 
work, but I think I’m ready 
to compete. Cammyla and 
I have caught on to the new 

style of wrestling pretty 
quickly and I enjoy it more 
than folkstyle wrestling. I 
think this experience will 
help me when next season 
comes around and I’m 
excited to see how much 
I’ve improved.”

Nine athletes with the 
Forge Wrestling Club have 
qualified to participate in 
the national champion-
ships, which will be held 
from July 15-23 at the 
FargoDome. Of the nine 
qualifying athletes, three 
are second-time qualifiers 
including Tommy Tourdot, 
who will be a senior at 
RTHS for the upcoming 
school year. While Tourdot 
did not attend last year’s 
competition, the one-time 
IHSA state qualifier is 
eager to prove himself 
against the top wrestlers 
in the nation.

“I’m excited for the 
opportunity to see where 
I’m really at in the sport of 
wrestling,” Tourdot said. 

“I’m looking forward to 
going up there and having 
fun. Greco wrestling is 
a lot more about throws, 
upper-body strength and 
back exposure. You can 
score a lot more points in 
a match and the moves are 
really fun to do. I think that 
doing freestyle and greco-
roman wrestling last year 
helped me a lot when it 
came to qualifying for the 
state meet during the high 
school season.”

Xavier Villalobos and 
Kaiden Morris, who will 
each be juniors for the 
upcoming school year, 
are also two-time national 
qualifiers. Villalobos is 
currently wrestling for 
Team Illinois at the 2023 
16U Freestyle and Greco-
Roman National Duals in 
Loves Park, while Morris, 
who represented Team 
Illinois last summer, will 
travel to Fargo this summer 
for the national champion-
ships. 

“I’m excited to take it 
all in and it’s going to be 
an exciting atmosphere,” 
Morris said. “My favorite 
part about freestyle and 
greco-roman wrestling is 
being able to pick up and 
throw the other wrestlers. 
It’s very different in terms 
of how I wrestle and how 
the matches work in terms 
of tactics and timing, but 
it’s a lot of fun and I enjoy 
it. I’m basically wrestling 
year-round and I think that 
having more mat time and 
gaining experience that 
others aren’t will help me 
next year.”

Macias, Atkinson, Tour-
dot, Morris and Landyn 
Windham are the five 
FWC athletes who quali-
fied and are intending to 
travel to the FargoDome 
for the national champion-
ships. Qualifiers who will 
not attend include Xavier 
Villalobos, Roman Vil-
lalobos, Brenden Voight 
and Grant Gensler.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SPECIAL MEETING 
NOTICE

The Rochelle Town-
ship High School 
District 212, Board of 
Education will hold 
a Public Hearing  on 
June 20, 2023 at 5:20 
PM for the purpose of 
amending the FY2023 
Budget.  This hear-
ing will  be held in the 
BoardRoom at the Ro-
chelle Township High 
School, 1401 Flagg 
Road, Rochelle,  Illi-
nois, prior to the reg-
ular monthly meeting. 
Tom Huddleston, 
President 
RTHS Board of Educa-
tion, District 212 
No. 0621
(June 11, 2023)

01  01  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.” 

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return 
call ASAP. Fully 
insured, in business 
since 1999. Servicing 
Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 

Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

DEKALB – part-time 
driver/crew. Mostly 
weekends, taking 
animals to events. 
Drivers $22/hr with 
pickup/trailer exp. 
Crew $15/hr no exp. 
Needed, min 14 yr 
old. Call Steve 815-
756-7773. www.
friendlyfarmsltd.com. 
(07-05-23)

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

1976 KOHLER & 
CAMPBELL Piano with 
bench. $500. 815-757-
0203 (06-07-23)

GENERAL Electric 
Stacked Washer & 
Dryer. New, White, 220 
Volt. $860. Call or Text 
630-270-7251. (06-14-
23)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

‘Russell Squires Equipment &
Tools, Hunting & Moving Auction’

SAT., JUNE 17th – 10  A.M.
5270 N. Kufalk Lane, Byron, IL  61010

LIVE AUCTION!  Featuring New & Quality 
Items! Banks Stump 4 Phantom Elevated 
Hunting Box Blind & (3) Other Blinds; Tree 
Stands; Loads of Related Hunting Gear; Fire-
arms & Ammo;  Weatherby Rifles; Gun Safe; 
Outdoor & Patio; Gas Grill; Pedestal Gas Heat-
ers; Trampoline; Household Furniture; Leather 
Sofas; Appliances & TVs; Bar & Signs Décor; 
Shop Equipment; Mechanic & Power Tools; 
Stihl Chain Saws; Power Equipment; Recre-
ational & Camping; Many More Nice Items!

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com  

I.A.F.L. #44000128

Part-time position is 
available for a graphic 

artist in our Creative Dept.

Experience with Adobe Programs:
Photoshop, Illustrator, Acrobat 

and InDesign is a plus.

If you are interested in joining our
Creative Team, please submit resume

along with samples to:

To Your Next
Career Move ...

Rochelle News-Leader
Attn: Mike Feltes, PO Box 46

 Rochelle, IL 61068
or email: 

mfeltes@oglecountylife.com EOE

Part-time local  
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26

20
23

203 203 
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SPORTS

From page 1

Flores finished her 
sophomore season as a 
starting center back for 
the Lady Hubs, chipping 
in two goals and three 
assists. Flores has been a 

varsity player in each of 
her first two seasons with 
the Rochelle team, spend-
ing most of her freshman 
season in the midfield 
before transitioning to 
defense as a sophomore. 

“It came as a surprise 

to me and it’s an honor,” 
Flores said. “I feel very 
proud about my perfor-
mance and getting recog-
nition. I thought I did well 
in making my presence 
known on the field and 
one of my biggest areas 

of improvement was my 
confidence. I take on the 
full field and I don’t shy 
away from anything. My 
goals for next season are 
to win the conference and 
to defeat Sycamore. I see 
improvement in my own 

personal skills includ-
ing my ball control. I’m 
expecting to have a great 
season next year and a 
great experience with all 
of my teammates.”

Harris was named an 
All-Conference Honor-

able Mention for the 
second straight season 
at center back, while the 
junior forward Martinez 
received an Honorable 
Mention for the first time 
after totaling six goals and 
five assists.

SOCCER: Four Rochelle athletes honored by Interstate 8 Conference

From page 1

Baseball
Three members of the 

Rochelle Hub varsity 
baseball team earned All-
Conference recognition 
from the Interstate 8 this 
season. Senior Colton 
O’Rorke was named to the 
First Team, while seniors 
Garrett Gensler and Noah 

Lara each took home Hon-
orable Mentions for the 
Hubs. Rochelle finished 
with a 10-19 overall record 
this season.

“All-Conference hon-
ors is a good award,” 
O’Rorke said. “I feel like 
I grew as a leader. I was 
trying to keep everyone 
in the game and keep our 
energy up. I feel like I did a 

great job of hitting the ball 
and putting the ball in play. 
I really have to thank my 
dad because he helped me a 
lot with my swing over the 
summer. He’s the reason I 
hit a lot better than I did 
last season.”

O’Rorke recorded a 
.423/.481/.536 slash line 
for the Hub offense, finish-
ing with a team-leading 41 

hits including 33 singles, 
six doubles, one triple and 
one home run. The senior 
infielder compiled 22 RBIs 
and scored a team-high 
30 runs in 97 at-bats over 
29 games this season. 
O’Rorke stole a team-high 
18 bases and recorded 47 
putouts for the Rochelle 
defense.

“I loved playing with 

the group of seniors we had 
this season,” O’Rorke said. 
“We’ve been together our 
whole lives and it’s always 
fun playing with them, 
even if we don’t win many 
games. I’m definitely go-
ing to miss playing with 
them.”

Gensler recorded a 
.342/.438/.355 slash line 
with 26 hits, 17 runs and 

12 RBIs while starting 26 
games at the center field 
position. Lara recorded a 
.352/.468/.505 slash line 
with 32 hits including 24 
singles, five doubles and a 
team-leading three home 
runs. Lara added 21 RBIs 
and nine runs while start-
ing 29 games at the catcher 
position, throwing out four 
runners this season.

BASEBALL: Three Hubs receive All-Conference recognition

Rochelle Little League

Tee Ball League action continues at May School and Rochelle Middle School fields
The 2023 Rochelle Little League Tee Ball season continued at the May School and Rochelle Middle School baseball diamonds this week. There are 79 Tee Ball players 

participating across eight teams (A1 Hot Body, Ralfie’s BBQ, Rochelle Veterinary Services, Asplundh Tree Services, Xcel Foam and Packaging, Homemade Cakery, 
Sondgeroth Pools and Seldal Properties) this summer. Tee Ball games are held every Tuesday and Thursday at 6 p.m. through June 20.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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Act by June 30, 2023 for this special subscription offer. 

Get a FREE Gas Card when you renew 
or start a News-Leader Subscription!

Clip the form below and mail it in with your check, or stop in our office 
to pay in person, or call in and pay with credit card over the phone.

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City:  ________  State:  ____Zip:  ________________

Telephone:  _________________________________

Email:  _____________________________________
Offer valid for both new starts and renewals.  
Offer expires on Wednesday, June 30, 2023

$12 9
for 52 Weeks 

($10 Discount)

P.O. Box 46 - 211 Hwy. 38 East 
 Rochelle, IL 61068

815-561-2112

Plus

RNLSUBAD

...Get a Gas Gift Card 
from Clark gas station
Random amounts 

ranging from $5 to $20

1180 N. 7TH STREET • ROCHELLE

Gift Card

$5 to $20 denominations


