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R O C H E L L E  — 
Longtime downtown busi-
nesses and their owners 
were recognized Tuesday 
at the annual meeting of 
the Downtown Rochelle 
Association. The night at 
VFW Post 3878 featured 
dinner and special guest 
speakers. 

DRA President Nathan 
Uhl of blueflamedecor, 
LLC led the meeting. Five 
businesses were honored 
Tuesday and photos and 
memorabilia were provid-
ed by the Flagg Township 
Museum on their history 
and history of the down-
town as a whole. 

Aldo’s Pizzeria and 
Italian Restaurant was es-
tablished in 1979. Owner 
Aldo Barone received a 
plaque Tuesday and he 
made a speech. He spoke 
about the importance of 
experienced small busi-
ness owners and called it 
an honor to be among them 
on Tuesday. 

“The downtown is a big 
ship,” Barone said. “I’ve 
learned that it takes more 
than one anchor to hold 
down a big ship. We’re 
very proud to be a part 
of that. What an amazing 
achievement for all of 
these people and all of the 
decades that they’ve been 

DRA honors longtime businesses
‘As you get into business, you just keep going...’

Longtime downtown businesses and their owners were recognized Tuesday at 
the annual meeting of the Downtown Rochelle Association. The night at VFW Post 
3878 featured dinner and special guest speakers. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

here. It’s just an honor to 
be friends and neighbors 
with them.”

Colonial Flowers and 
Gifts was established 
in 1968. Owner Naomi 
Baldwin played a large 
part in organizing the 
event Tuesday and has 
worked over decades on 
improving and promoting 
Rochelle’s downtown. 
Uhl said she’s held the 
downtown and the DRA 
together over the years.

“I started working at 
Colonial Flowers in No-
vember 1968 and I’ve 
been there ever since,” 
Baldwin said. “I love the 
downtown. I thank the city 

because the downtown the 
last couple of years has 
been absolutely beautiful. 
I’m always trying to get 
more and more people to 
join the downtown and our 
association is great and 
I love seeing everybody 
here.”

Quinn’s Jewelry was 
established in 1963. Own-
er Marvin Quinn spoke 
Tuesday and said it takes 
everyone to stick together 
for a downtown to be suc-
cessful. He talked about 
sharing advice with and 
collaborating with owner 
downtown business own-
ers over the years. 

“It takes going to other 

businesses downtown 
and talking with them,” 
Quinn said. “I had people 
that helped me. It takes 
everybody. Lou Moore 
of True Value told me 
once that business owners 
need to stick together and 
help one another to have 
a downtown. That’s what 
it takes, all of us to work 
together.”

Velma Quinn was also 
honored for her years 
working in retail at the 
shop. Quinn said she 
worked in retail all her 
life up until her retirement. 
She is 95 years old. 

See DRA page 8
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July is July is HOTHOT! Keep your A/C Healthy and ! Keep your A/C Healthy and CoolCool......

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle School District 
231 Board of Educa-
tion approved its health 
insurance renewal plan 
during its monthly meet-
ing at Lincoln Elementary 
School on Tuesday eve-
ning. The health insurance 
plan renewal includes 
a 4 percent increase for 
health insurance and a 4.7 
percent increase for dental 
insurance for the upcom-
ing 2023-24 school year. 

“Both of those numbers 
are under 5 percent, which 
according to our collective 
bargaining agreement, 
means that the district will 
pick up the first 5 percent 
and after that, it will be a 
shared cost to the teach-
ers,” Rochelle School Dis-
trict 231 Superintendent 
Jason Harper said.

Budget
The board will hold 

a public hearing for the 
2023-24 fiscal year budget 
on Tuesday, Sept. 12 at 
5:50 p.m. The proposed 
2023-24 budget is now 
on display in the district 

Board approves health insurance renewal
2023-24 budget hearing scheduled for Sept. 12

office and will remain on 
display for the required 30 
days prior to the official 
hearing and adoption. 
The board will also re-
view the proposed bud-
get during next month’s 
regular board meeting on 
Tuesday, Aug. 15.

Personnel
The board approved 

the resignations of Edna 
Vazquez (bilingual in-
terventionist at Lincoln 
School), Meghan Fletcher 

(third-grade teacher at 
Central School), Teresa 
Bullock (cafeteria at Lin-
coln School) and Stacey 
Hicks (paraprofessional 
at Lincoln School). 

The board also ap-
proved the employment 
of Aimee Hayes (special 
education teacher at Tilton 
School), Summer Lin-
boom (substitute teacher 
as needed), Hayley Suarez 
(substitute paraprofes-
sional), Emily Lopez-Pe-
rez (paraprofessional at 

Stepping Stones), Sandra 
Barnes (paraprofessional 
at Tilton School) and 
Christie Billeter (noon 
supervisor half-time). 
The board approved fam-
ily leave for Susan King 
(beginning Aug. 15, 2023) 
and Stephanie Dillon (fall 
semester 2023).

Salary increase
After meeting in closed 

session, the board ap-
proved a salary increase 
for non-certified staff.

The District 231 Board of Education approved its health insurance renewal plan 
during its monthly meeting at Lincoln Elementary School on Tuesday evening.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

HILLCREST — At its 
monthly meeting Wednes-
day, the Hillcrest Village 
Board of Trustees heard 
a detailed report from its 
engineering firm, Baxter 
& Woodman, on the state 
of the village’s water in-
frastructure.

Engineer Kaitlin Wright 
said she wanted to provide 
a wide-ranging update due 
to new trustees that have 
joined the board recently 
as the village will make 
a decision next month on 
whether to move forward 
with its priority 1A water 
main project. The current 
construction estimate on 
the project is $2.68 mil-
lion and that IEPA loan 
amount is being reserved 
for the village. Hillcrest 
is eligible for 50-percent 
principal forgiveness of 
as much as $1.25 million. 

The project, if ap-
proved, would go out for 
bid in November and need 
to begin by June 30, 2024. 
The water system im-
provement process started 
in 2017, Wright said, when 
one of the village’s wells 
showed a nitrates exceed-
ance which brought on an 
IEPA violation. 

See HILLCREST pg 3

Board talks 
state of village 
water system

News-Leader 
office hours 
changing

ROCHELLE — Ef-
fective Thursday, July 13, 
the Rochelle News-Lead-
er will have new office 
hours. 

The office will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday and 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday. 
The office will be closed 
on Saturdays and Sundays.

There will be a drop box 
located in the front of the 
building for payments and 
news items to be dropped 
off. The News-Leader 
apologizes for any incon-
venience.
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Kings School is having an Alumni Picnic. We are celebrating over 140 years of educating students. It is open to all current and former Kings School students or staff and 
their families.  We are providing one grilled pork chop with bun, potato salad, coleslaw and cake.   We ask everyone to bring their own table service and non-alcoholic 
drink, a dish of their choice to share, and lawn chairs.  And bring memories and any memorabilia they would like to share. It will be held at Kings Consolidated School, 

100 First St., Kings, IL, Sunday, Aug. 27, 12:30-5 p.m. If anyone would like to donate money for our event, there are several posters around the area that give 
information where to  donate.

Kings School alumni picnic scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 27

MALTA — The Kish-
waukee College Board of 
Trustees voted to approve 
a four-year contract with 
the Kishwaukee Council 
of Support Staff (KCSS) 
Union during the May 
2023 Board of Trustees 
meeting.

The negotiating team 
utilized Interest-Based 
Bargaining (IBB), a ne-
gotiating strategy that 

focuses on developing 
mutually-agreeable solu-
tions to issues brought 
up by both parties. The 
college has used IBB 
since 2016. Members of 
the KCSS team included 
Eric Hermann, application 
programmer; Phil Wilson, 
maintenance helper; and 
Michael Ebner, applica-
tion programmer. Mem-
bers of the administration 

team included Cindy Mc-
Cluskey, executive direc-
tor of human resources 
& labor relations; R.J. 
McGarry, executive direc-
tor of campus operations 
& technology; and Tina 
Swiger, executive director 
of human resources.

“No negotiations are 
ever easy, but I’m pleased 
with how we were able 
to work together to find 

common ground and ar-
rive at a deal that both 
sides found beneficial. I 
look forward to working 
with the College in the 
future and continuing to 
represent the concerns and 
interests of our members,” 
Hermann said.

Highlights of the new 
collective bargaining 
agreement include in-
creased support staff com-

Kish College Board of Trustees unanimously approves support staff contract
pensation and expanded 
leave time. Negotiations 
took place starting in early 
March through late April.

“We are proud of the 
agreement we were able to 
reach after several weeks 
of good-faith negotiations. 
Reaching a successful 
agreement in such a short 
time speaks to the good 
working relationship be-
tween the College and 
the KCSS Union as we 
continue to make Kish-
waukee College a great 
place to work and learn,” 
McCluskey said.

Dr. Laurie Borowicz, 
president of Kishwaukee 
College, commended both 
teams for their efforts to 
reach an agreement.

“Support staff are in-
tegral to the mission and 
vision of Kishwaukee 
College. We greatly ap-
preciate the collaboration 
on this new contract to 
support the best interests 
of the college and the 
entire Kish community,” 
Dr. Borowicz said.

The contract is effec-
tive July 1 through June 
30, 2027.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

“Food Truck Party - On a Roll With God” was the 
theme of Vacation Bible School at Faith Lutheran 

Church in Rochelle during the week of June 19-23. 
Nearly 50 area youngsters spent four mornings at 

Faith participating in music, crafts, story time, games 
and Christian fellowship centered around the theme 
of food. The big purple food truck, complete with a 

menu board and a DJ named “Cupcake” was a 
featured item as each day began with songs, 

skits, and video bible stories about food. It was a 
great week of fun and friendship for all!

Food Truck Party at Faith 
Lutheran Church VBS

Harvey & Mary 
Folkerts will be 
celebrating their 65th wedding 
anniversary with a family 
celebration on July 22nd & 23rd. 
They were married on August 3, 
1958 in Eagle Grove, Iowa. They 
have 4 children: Michelle (Scott) 
Triggs, Debbie (Mike) Vrana, 
Michael (Jane) Folkerts & Janine 
(Ken) LeMar; 9 grandchildren & 
12 great-grandchildren. Harvey 
taught English at Estherville, 
Harlan & Rochelle High Schools 
for 35 years. Mary stayed home 
to raise their 4 children & worked 
part-time at RTHS, Steward 
Elementary School & Del Monte. 
They still reside in Rochelle. 

65 Years

6060

Harvey & Harvey & Mary FolkertsMary Folkerts

07162023
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• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

Visit your local Culver’s restaurant:

Culver’s of Rochelle
1060 Dement Road, Rochelle, IL

(815) 561-9720
culvers.com

06262018

DOUBLE BUTTERBURGER 
WITH CHEESE

FRESH, NEVER 
FROZEN 

MIDWEST 
BEEF COOKED 

AFTER YOU 
ORDER.

Hayden Real Estate, Inc. has served 
Ogle County for 50 over years!

We THANK YOU for your support!
Spencer Hayden 

Tim Hayden 
Sherry Murphy 

Jeff Reif 

Ron Frakes 
Vicki Pemberton 

Stephanie Williams 
Amy Hayden

We look forward to serving the 
community for many years to come!

07162023

2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTYBEST OF

VOTED BEST REAL  

ESTATE AGENCY

225 IL-38, Rochelle, IL  |  hre@haydenreinc.com  |  815-562-2111

From page 1

Hillcrest got back in 
compliance by mixing 
water from that well and 
its other well, but agreed 
to rectify the issue per-
manently in the future 
with an additional source 
of water or treatment.

A water main break 
occurred in July 2018 that 
caused the village to run 
out of and shut off water 
to homes while repairs 
took place. That further 
pushed Hillcrest to look 
at its aging water system, 
Wright said. In January 
2019, the village tasked 
Baxter & Woodman with 
looking at addressing the 
system as a whole along 
with other infrastructure 
like roads and sewer.

“We ended up design-
ing a well, a shallow well, 
a water treatment plant, 
water treatment plant 
sewers and an elevated 
tank as well as new 
water mains throughout 
town,” Wright said. “In 
April 2020, Hillcrest 
requested that work stop 
due to the community’s 
financial hardships from 
COVID-19.”

Wright said the priori-
ty 1A water main project 
remained in plans, but 
will not resolve the ni-
trate issue with the IEPA, 
which would only be 
solved by drilling a new 
well or connecting with 
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities water. The village 
has looked in the past at 
the abandoned asphalt 
plant site in Hillcrest 
for a new well, which 
the IEPA would allow 
after determining it’s not 
contaminated.

“There are five options 
to get in compliance from 
the nitrate issue,” Wright 
said. “Drilling a shallow 

well and drilling a deep 
well are the first two. 
The other three options 
relate to connecting to 
RMU. One would be an 
emergency connection. 
The others would be to 
act as a retail or whole-
sale customer to RMU. 
We can provide complete 
cost breakdowns for each 
one of those.”

Village President Rick 
Rhoads expressed a de-
sire to take a look at cost 
numbers in the next 
month. He said he’s never 
been against having an 
emergency connection 
with RMU and suggest-
ed he and Village Water 
Trustee Dan Potter meet 
with RMU in the future. 
The village would see 
a cost to construct that 
connection to RMU’s 
system.

In the past, the village 
also looked at recon-
structing roads and doing 
sewer work when it put 
in new water mains, 
but it was decided that 
Hillcrest could not take 
on the cost. The current 
water main project de-
sign only includes work 
in the parkways and will 
not impact streets.

“I found memos from 
soil boring completed 
back in 2011 in the 
village that showed the 
roads have really no 
subgrade,” Wright said. 
“Which is why you’re 
seeing what you’ve been 
seeing with road deteri-
oration. Really the only 
way to resolve that long-
term is a full reconstruc-
tion. I know I’m throwing 
a lot at you, but hopefully 
once I get you all the 
information you can get 
comfortable with all of 
the decisions that were 
made to date and then 
we can move forward.”

HILLCREST: Potter appointed as village board vice president

Water tower
After experiencing a 

leak in its water tower 
last month, Potter said 
Wednesday that Hillcrest 
is still working on getting 
Pittsburg Tank & Tower 
Group to the village to 
repair it. 

The cost for the leak 
repair will be $26,605 
and Pittsburg will be 
performing some of the 
other work to the tower 
it recommended in the 
past. The estimate on the 
total amount of the rest of 
the work needed for the 
water tower is $384,370, 
but not all of it will be 
done by Pittsburg. The 

leak repair work will 
require a bladder truck 
to maintain pressure in 
the village system while 
the tower is emptied to do 
the work. The village ap-
proved money for water 
tower repairs at its April 
board meeting.

Potter
The board unanimous-

ly approved the appoint-
ment of Potter as village 
board vice president. 
The move was made so 
the village would have a 
designated trustee to lead 
meetings in the case of 
Rhoads’ absence.

“Over the last four 
years, we’ve been work-

ing really close together 
and we have a pretty good 
working relationship,” 
Rhoads said. “Out of 
everyone on the board, he 
knows more about what’s 
going on than just about 
anyone else.”

Antenna
The village will dis-

cuss and vote next month 
on a contract renewal and 
fee negotiation for Leaf 
River Communication, 
which has an antenna on 
Hillcrest’s water tower 
for a fee. Rhoads said 
the company has utilized 
the tower for 11 years 
and has a much larger 
customer base now than 

it did then, which would 
justify a higher fee.

Departments
With a recently re-

shuffled board that now 
includes new trustees, 
new Trustee Eileen Bras-
ki will be taking over 
the finance department 
and Trustee Pamela Pit-
tman will fill the vacant 
community relations de-
partment head position. 
New Trustee Joe Thomp-
son will fill the streets 
& grounds department 
head position vacated by 
Rhoads’ move to village 
president. All other de-
partment head positions 
will remain the same.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
The board approved the appointment of Dan Potter as village board vice president. The move was made so 
the village would have a designated trustee to lead meetings in the case of President Rick Rhoads’ absence.

ROCHELLE — If 
you’ve ever felt like you 
just can’t get in control 
of your money, you’re 
not alone. 

You’d be surprised 
how many people you 
know are struggling just 
like you. But it’s time 
for your struggle to 
end! Join our Financial 
Peace University class 
starting on Wednesday, 
Aug. 9 and learn how 
you can pay off debt, 
save more money, and 
build wealth. Visit fpu.
com/1164098 to sign up 
and learn more!

R o c h e l l e  U n i t e d 
Methodist Church is 
offering Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace Univer-
sity to the community. 
Learn how to get rid of 

debt and how to spend 
& save wisely. Financial 
Peace University (FPU) 
is a great way to take 
charge of your finances! 
It teaches God’s ways of 
handling money. 

Through video teach-
ing, class discussions and 
interactive small group 
activities, FPU presents 
biblical and practical 
steps for financial free-
dom. Learn how to get rid 
of debt, manage money, 
spend & save wisely, 
and much more. There 
is a $50 fee for the class, 
which is returned if you 
attend all nine sessions.

This class can also be 
a wedding gift, a baby 
gift, a birthday gift or 
just a gift in support for 
someone who is facing fi-

nancial challenges.  Call 
our office if you would 
like to do this: 815-562-
2164.

Click here & sign 
up: fpu.com/1164098 

Classes will be held at 
Rochelle United Method-
ist Church in the Macy 
Room on Wednesdays 
beginning Aug. 9 at 6:30 
p.m. Questions: Contact 
Katherine Paisley at 
815-562-2164 or email 
admin@rochelleumc.
com or visit the church 
web site for more infor-
mation. 

R o c h e l l e  U n i t e d 
Methodist Church is 
located at 709 Fourth 
Ave., with a parking lot 
off Fifth Ave.  There’s 
a limit of 12 couples or 
singles per class.

Financial Peace University 
class starts Aug. 9 at RUMC
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Any arrests listed in this 
paper are merely charges 

and the defendants are 
presumed innocent 

unless proven guilty in a 
court of law.

Please note that all police 
reports received from 

the Rochelle Police, the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 

will be printed without 
exception.

Requests to omit 
particular reports will not 
be considered or honored 

at any time.

Report policy

ROCHELLE — Gene-
va E. Brune, 83, of Rochelle, 
passed away Tuesday, July 
11, 2023, at the Rochelle 
Community Hospital. She 
was born Sept. 22, 1939, 
in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
the daughter of Calvin and 
Geneva (Heister) Staudt. 
She married Carl H. Brune 
on March 17, 1962. He 
preceded her in death on 
Feb. 13, 2019. 

Geneva is survived 
by four daughters: Carol 
(Ole) Winterton of Ro-
chelle,  Betzy (Craig) 
Janssen of St. Charles, 
Caryn (Ty) Goss of Pe-
kin, and Carlyn Brune of 
Chattanooga, Tennessee; 

six grandchildren: Eric 
(MacKenna) Winterton, 
Ryan (Jasmine) Winterton, 
Marcus and Trevor Jans-
sen, and Taylor and Luke 
Goss; one great-grandchild, 
Henry Winterton; and three 
siblings: Calvin (Shirley) 
Staudt, Curtis (Joan) Staudt, 
and Sandy Yost. 

In addition to her parents 
and husband, Geneva is 
preceded in death by two 
brothers, Kenneth and 
Bryan Staudt. 

A celebration of life ser-
vice will be held at 11 A.M., 
Tuesday, July 18, 2023, at 
Faith Lutheran Church in 
Rochelle with Pastor Joy 
Alsop officiating. Visita-

tion will be from 10 A.M. 
until the time of the service 
Tuesday at the church. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials 
in Geneva’s name may be 
directed to Serenity Hos-
pice and Home or Faith 
Lutheran Church. 

Please visit www.ung-
erhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book. 

Obituaries

Geneva E. Brune

On June 14, Roberts Armory World War II Museum traveled to the Military 
Vehicle Preservation Association Annual Convention in Des Moines, Iowa, at the 

invitation of the association to display a rare WWII tank. Over 100 military 
vehicles ranging from the 1918 era to the modern era were presented at the large 

Varied Industries Building at the Iowa State Fairgrounds. In the photo, Chuck 
Roberts is attending the table next to the rare, M22 Locust Light tank, and the 

WC55 M6 gun motor carriage displayed by Roberts Armory WWII Museum.

Roberts Armory attends MVPA convention in Iowa

ROCHELLE — On 
July 11 at 4:16 p.m. 
Everardo P. Blancas, 54, 
of Dicon was cited for 
suspended registration 
and no insurance. He was 
released on an I-Bond 
with an Aug. 11 Rochelle 
court date.

On July 12 at 3:09 a.m. 
Jeremy R. Phillips, 33, of 
Rockford was arrested 
for driving while license 
suspended. He signed a 
promise to comply and 
was given an Aug. 11 
Rochelle court date.

On July 12 at 11:16 a.m. 

OREGON — On July 
11 at 4:05 p.m. Marcy 
Devaney, 32, of Stillman 
Valley, was stopped for 
suspended registration and 
subsequently taken into 
custody for driving on a 
sus pended license. She was 
released on an I-Bond and 
given an August court date 
in Oregon.

On July 12 at approxi-
mately 12:10 a.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop on Bai-
leyville Road near the inter-
section with Pit Road. After 
further investigation Stanton 
Green Jr., 39, of Freeport, 
was placed under arrest for 
driving while license sus-
pended. Green was released 
on an individual bond.

On July 12 at approxi-
mately 1:36 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop near 
the Winnebago County line 
at Illinois Route 251. Af-
ter investigation, deputies 
placed Jaden Purifoy, 20 of 
Rockford, under arrest for 
no valid driver’s license, 
possession of a controlled 
substance crack/cocaine 
less than 15 grams (class 
four felony) and improper 
container driver. Purifoy 

was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where he was 
held pending a court appear-
ance in front of a judge. 

On July 12 at approxi-
mately 12:43 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 16,000 block of East 
Illinois Route 38.  After in-
vestigation, deputies placed 
Jose Guzman Garcia, 28, of 
Rochelle under arrest for  no 
valid driver’s license. Guz-
man Garcia was addition-
ally issued citations for an 
expired registration sticker 
and operating an uninsured 
vehicle.  Guzman Garcia 
was released on an I-Bond at 
the scene and given a future 
court date.

On July 12 at 7 p.m. 
deputies were dispatched 
to the Mt. Morris Motel 
for a citizen assistance 
call. While attempting to 
help the caller, they called 
911 a total of six times while 
deputies were at the location 
speaking with them. As a 
result of the misuse of 911, 
George Landowski, 50, of 
Mt. Morris was arrested 
for disorderly conduct and 
resisting arrest. Landowski 
was transported to the Ogle 

County Jail and will appear 
in court at a later date.   

On July 13 at 9:02 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic 
stop at the intersection of 
North Mount Morris Road 
and West Illinois Route 72. 
As a result, Derverz T. Col-
lins, 18, of Loves Park was 
arrested for no valid license. 
Collins was additionally 
cited for driving without 
head lights/two head lights 
required and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Collins was released on an 
I-Bond with a future court 
date. 

On July 13 at approxi-
mately 1:10 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
a tan Chevrolet Trailblazer 
near the 6,000 block of East 
Illinois Route 72. After a 
brief investigation, Geof-
frey Connell, 70, of Byron, 
was arrested for aggravated 
driving while license re-
voked, driving while license 
revoked and issued a citation 
for illegal transportation of 
alcohol. Connell was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he is held with-
out bond pending a court 
appearance.  

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies conduct traffic stops

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make three arrests
Mario Reynosa-Montal-
vo, 26, of Rochelle was 
arrested on two outstand-
ing Ogle County war-
rants and an outstanding 
DeKalb County warrant 
and transferred.

On July 13 at 10:29 
a.m. Jennifer N. Smith, 
42, of Rochelle was ar-
rested for driving while 
license suspended and 
cited for no valid regis-
tration. She was released 
on an I-Bond with an 
Aug. 11 Rochelle court 
date.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

Kids Create an Ad prizes available
ROCHELLE — The 

Rochelle News-Leader 
would like to announce 
that cash prizes for this 
year’s Kids Create an Ad 

winners are ready to be 
claimed.

Cash prizes can be 
claimed at the News-Lead-
er office located at 211 E. 

State Route 38 in Ro-
chelle. Office hours are 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Fridays. 

Area departments responded to fire 
on Phyllis Avenue on Friday

On Friday at 10 a.m., Rochelle Fire and the Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District 
responded to a report of an attic fire at a home at 411 Phyllis Ave. The caller 
reported the smell of smoke and a haze in the home. On scene, no smoke or 

flames were visible as firefighters had a water hose run into the home. All 
units were clear of the scene at 10:46 a.m. 

ROCHELLE — Troy 
Allen Komadina, 16, of 
Rochelle, passed away 
Tuesday, July 11, 2023 at 
UW Health University Hos-
pital in Madison, Wiscon-

sin. Visitation will be from 
4-7 P.M. Thursday, July 20, 
2023 at the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home.  Funeral ser-
vice will be at 10 A.M. Fri-
day, July 21, 2023, at First 

General Baptist Church in 
Rochelle. A full obituary 
will follow in Wednesday’s 
edition. Please visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book. 

Troy Allen Komadina



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 5SUNDAY, JULY 16, 2023

LOCAL NEWS

Rochelle Area

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, 
IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during am service; Bible Study 
Tuesday 10:00 am and Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery 
available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. 
For further information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email 
us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know Christ and to Proclaim 
Christ in Word and Deed” -19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson, Pastor. 
Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. and is broadcast live on 
Facebook. Go to our website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click on the 
link there. A Grief Support Group meets the third Tuesday of each month 
at 10:00 a.m. Call or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@gmail.com 
with questions or for more information. Also check us out at www.facebook.
com/Calvary-Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. 
We meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We 
also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, 
IL 61068. You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am 
on WRHL 1060AM. Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist 
Church - Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship 
at 10:15am. Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s 
Sunday School 11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more 
information. facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known 
Through Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also 
available on our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All 
are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist Church of Rochelle invites 
you to experience our practical Bible services which have nurseries provided 
in every service along with a wide range of children’s and teen ministries.  
Sunday School is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 am and 
1:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 
5 yr. olds thru 6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 6:30 pm 
for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist 
Church is located 6 blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. and 
8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more information .  Listen at 8:30 
am Sunday mornings on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:  Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 
am. We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- 
Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: 
info@placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am & 11:00am. 
In person or streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  www.
placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, 
Ashton, 815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
9:45 a.m. www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, 
pastor. Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church 
at 10 am. Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour 
at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, 
Adrian Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth Director, Amanda 
Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers 
Ages 0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-
5th worship with the adults then break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth 
groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet throughout the year 
for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community physically & spiritually 
each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used clothing, Hygiene 
items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm 
and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..    

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, 
www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  
(Classes for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church invites everyone to come and be 
celebrate the gifts of God’s family in our series, “The Gifts of Encanto.”  
Inspired by the music, story, and variety of gifts in the Madrigal family, 
we will find ways to work together here and now to strengthen the family 
and serve the community.  In the movie, the Encanto is a place of wonder, 
a refuge and shelter in a frightening world.  The family’s gifts serve the 
community, providing a model for us as well. Worship will include some of 
the color, music, and joy  of the story as we celebrate the blessings that are 
among our community and consider ways to value the variety of our gifts. 
The themes of the movie will help us see how God gifts us and invites us 
to share those gifts together in a caring community!  Sunday worship is 
at 9:00 am with Sunday School for children after the Children’s Message.  
Recorded services are available on our YouTube channel and our website 
at www.rochelleumc.com.  Our services are on the radio (93.5 FM) on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 am.  Our Facebook page is www.facebook.com/
rochelleumc.  Rev. Dr. Katherine Thomas Paisley, Pastor. 709 Fourth 
Ave. (815) 562-2164. admin@rochelleumc.com. Everyone is welcome and 
loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin 
Garcia; Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & 
Caron Rd.), PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 
4PM Monday-Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM 
Monday-Thursday, Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, 
Sunday Mass 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. 
Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 
8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or by appointment. Religious Education: 
Deacon George Schramm, Director of Religious Education. 903 Caron 
Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-
Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. 
Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is 
broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday School 
10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

M A LTA —  T h e 
Kishwaukee College 
Continuing Education 
department will offer 
seven short-term train-
ing programs during the 
fall 2023 semester. Kish 
short-term programs pro-
vide students with the 
skills and training needed 
to meet local workforce 
demands. The programs 
range from 11-20 weeks, 
allowing students to im-
mediately start a career 
or build upon their skills 
with additional training.

Fall 2023 classes will 
be offered in online, 
in-person and hybrid 
formats. Participants will 
need access to a computer 
and the internet to partic-
ipate in programs with 
an online component. 
Some programs include 

an externship/clinical.
The short-term train-

ing programs offered in 
fall 2023 are:

 Appliance Repair 
Technician: Sept. 11-
Dec. 6 (in-person)

Appliance repair tech-
nicians are skilled pro-
fessionals trained to 
assist clients with house-
hold appliance instal-
lation, troubleshooting 
and repairs. In-person 
instruction will take 
place from 5:30-9 pm on 
Mondays at Kishwaukee 
College and 5:30-9 pm 
on Wednesdays at Kno-
dle’s Appliance Repair 
Services, Inc.

 Dental Assistant: 
Aug. 28-Nov. 18 (on-
line lecture/in-person 
practice)

Dental assistants are 

health care profession-
als who work closely 
with dentists and dental 
hygienists to provide 
quality preventive and 
corrective dental care and 
administrative support in 
dental offices. In-person 
practice will be conduct-
ed from 6-9 pm on three 
Tuesdays in a local dental 
office.

 Pharmacy Techni-
cian: Aug. 28-Dec. 9 
(online)

Pharmacy technicians 
assist pharmacists with 
dispensing prescription 
medication while per-
forming various other 
duties in a pharmacy 
setting. Workforce Inno-
vation and Opportunity 
Act (WIOA) funding is 
available to those who 
qualify.

 Phlebotomy Techni-
cian: Aug. 28-Nov. 18 
(in-person)

Phlebotomists  are 
skilled health care profes-
sionals trained to collect, 
transport, handle, and 
process blood and other 
specimens for laboratory 
analysis using venipunc-
ture and micro-collection 
techniques. Instruction 
and in-person practice 
will be conducted from 
6-8:30 pm on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at Kishwaukee College. 
A clinical experience 
will be offered in a local 
hospital from Oct. 31-
Nov. 18.

 Real Estate Bro-
ker Pre-License: Sept. 
5-Nov. 16 (online)

Real estate brokers 
perform many duties 

in real estate transac-
tions, including market-
ing homes, establishing 
escrow accounts, and 
working to ensure trans-
actions are fair and legal. 
Online instruction takes 
place 6-9 pm on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.

 Sterile Processing 
Technician: Aug. 28-
Dec. 2 (online)

Steri le processing 
technicians support all 
patient care services in 
a health care facility. 
Technicians are responsi-
ble for decontaminating, 
cleaning, processing, 
assembling, sterilizing, 
storing and distribut-
ing the medical devices 
and supplies needed in 
patient care, especially 
during surgery.

 Veterinary Assis-

tant: July 23-Dec. 22 
(online lecture/in-per-
son practice)

Veterinary assistants 
are critical members of a 
veterinary staff trained to 
assist veterinarians and 
veterinary technicians 
with medical procedures 
on sick and injured an-
imals. Online/live lec-
tures will take place 
6:30-9 pm on Tuesdays, 
and in-person labs will be 
conducted from 5-8 pm 
on Thursdays at Ashton 
Animal Clinic in Ashton. 
A clinical experience will 
be offered at a local an-
imal hospital from Nov. 
20-Dec. 22.

To learn more or reg-
ister for Kishwaukee 
College Short-Term pro-
grams, visit kish.edu/
shortterm.

Kish College to offer seven short-term training programs in fall 2023
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Guest column

Jeffrey A.
Fiegenschuh

The Rochelle News-Leader 
encourages responsible letters 

to the editor on subjects 
of interest to our readers. 
Editing may be necessary 

for space, clarity or to avoid 
obscenity or libel, but ideas 

will not be altered. All letters 
must bear the handwritten 
signature of the writer and 
include address and phone 
number or e-mail address 
for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address 
nor phone number will be 
printed. Letters should be 

typed or legibly handwritten, 
and no anonymous letters 

will be published. Any letters 
from boards or organizations 

must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any 
criticism of public officials 
should be limited to issues 

related strictly to their 
position or actions made in 
office, as personal attacks 

will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes 
between the writer and a 

business will not be published. 
Political endorsements will 

be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing 

themselves will not be printed. 
Letters may be dropped at 

the News-Leader office (211 
IL Route 38 East), mailed to 

the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed 

(news@rochellenews-leader.
com.) The News-Leader 

reserves the right to edit or 
reject any letter to the editor 

for any reason, and letters 
chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 

this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger       bohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen            lpillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson     jthompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com

2023 marks the 
fourth year in 
a row that the 

City of Rochelle has 
been awarded the Dis-
tinguished Budget Award 
from the Government 
Finance Officers Asso-
ciation. This award is a 
tremendous honor for the 
city and our staff.  Guide-
lines for this award are 
designed to assess how 
well an entity’s budget 
serves as a policy doc-
ument, a financial plan, 
an operations guide and 
a communications device.  

Because our document 
was rated proficient in 
all four categories and in 

the 14 mandatory criteria 
within those categories, 
Rochelle was recom-
mended for the award 
once again.  hank you so 
much to Chris Cardott 
and Peggy Friday for the 
countless hours they put 
into collecting the data 
and formulating it into 
a workable and under-
standable document. The 
award is a direct reflection 
of their hard work and 
dedication.  

Speaking of hard work, 
for the eighth year in a 
row, the city was awarded 
the GFOA’s Certificate 
of Achievement in Fi-
nancial Reporting for 

our 2021-year-end au-
dit. The report has been 
judged by an impartial 
panel to meet the highest 
standards of financial re-
porting, including 
demonstrating a 
constructive spirit 
of full disclosure 
to clearly com-
municate our fi-
nancial story and 
motivate potential 
users and groups 
to read it. Once 
again, this would 
not be possible 
without the leadership 
from our mayor and city 
council, and our dedicat-
ed finance department, 

including Cardott, Jessica 
Rogers and Mark Boehm!

Last year the city was 
awarded a $1.1 million 
Rebuild Downtown and 

Main Street grant 
from the State of 
Illinois. The funds 
are earmarked for 
the redevelopment 
of blighted prop-
erty, aid in the ex-
pansion of down-
town parking ar-
eas, assist with 
the expansion of 
open spaces and 

aid in the construction of a 
new restroom facility (lo-
cation to be determined). 
Staff just finalized the 

grant agreement with the 
state and now we will 
proceed with the projects 
listed above. A com-
mittee has been formed 
that will oversee project 
implementation and take 
resident comments and 
suggestions. If you have 
thoughts or want to know 
more about the project, 
feel free to reach out to 
Michelle Pease, myself, 
or any of our city council 
members at city hall. 

As we enter the second 
half of the year, I will 
continue working with 
our team to better our 
community and hold out 
hope that Boston makes 

the playoffs. Let’s work 
together in a positive way 
to move Rochelle forward 
and aid those who need it. 

“All we have to do is 
decide what to do with the 
time that is given to us” 
-Gandalf the Grey 

“Celebrate what you 
have accomplished, but 
raise the bar a little higher 
each time you succeed” 
-Mia Hamm

“You can succeed best 
and quickest by helping 
others to succeed” -Na-
poleon Hill

Jeffrey A. Fiegen-
schuh, ICMA-CM, MPA, 
is the city manager of the 
City of Rochelle. 

THERE is a per-
ception that last 
month the U.S. 

Supreme Court ended af-
firmative action in college 
admissions. 

But that is not the case. 
What it did was end 

race-conscious admis-
sions. 

Former first lady Mi-
chelle Obama put it this 
way, “So often we accept 
that money, power and 
privilege are perfectly 
acceptable forms of affir-
mative action, while kids 
growing up like I did are 
expected to compete when 
the ground is anything but 
level. Affirmative action 
will continue for those 
who least need it.”

Nothing the Supreme 
Court did June 29 keeps 
elite universities from 
continuing to give pref-
erence to the relatives 
of donors, those whose 
parents attended the in-
stitution, athletes and 
children of faculty.

According to briefs 
submitted to the Supreme 

Court, 43 percent of white 
students admitted to 
Harvard are part of these 
groups and 75 percent of 
them would not otherwise 
be admitted. 

These types of breaks 
for the privileged should 
make anyone uneasy. 
Whether  app l ican t s 
should get special breaks 
because of the color of 
their skin has been de-
bated for decades. 

But one thing is cer-
tain: applicants shouldn’t 
get a break because they 
grew up in a rich family, 
were born to parents who 
attended the institution or 
are particularly adept at 
swinging a lacrosse stick. 

There is no arguing 
that racism remains a 
pernicious cancer in our 
society. People of good 
will can disagree on how 
to rectify this wrong. But 
pretending that it is not 
there doesn’t mean it will 
just go away. 

In the wake of the 
Supreme Court ruling, it 
is time we look beyond 

race and ethnicity when 
we talk about diversity. 

In 2020, California 
voters overwhelmingly 
rejected a proposition 
that would have ended 
the state’s moratorium on 
race-based admissions. 
Overwhelmingly, whites 
and Asian-Americans re-
jected the notion. Latinos 
split evenly. The 
only racial group 
who supported the 
measure were Af-
rican Americans.

The measure 
was rejected de-
spite California 
being a liberal 
state that over-
whelmingly sup-
ported President 
Joe Biden during that 
same election. 

One of the reasons 
racial preferences are 
unpopular is how Asian 
Americans have been ad-
versely affected. For de-
cades, elite schools have 
curtailed the number of 
people of Asian descent 
who they admit in order 

to add greater “balance” 
to the student body. 

A recent Pew study 
found that only 23 per-
cent of Asians support-
ed race being a factor 
considered in college 
admissions. 

The other factor that 
is seldom mentioned is 
that race-based admis-

sions don’t always 
help those within 
a racial group who 
have been most 
adversely affected 
by racism.

F o r  e x a m -
ple, in 2004 the 
New York Times 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t 
while eight per-
cent of Harvard’s 

undergraduates were 
Black, perhaps as many 
as two-thirds of those 
were West Indian and 
African immigrants or 
their children, or to a 
lesser extent, children of 
biracial couples.

Black leaders in ac-
ademia such as the late 
Harvard law professor 

Lani Guinier and Henry 
Louis Gates Jr., of Har-
vard’s African and Afri-
can-American studies de-
partment, have expressed 
concern about this. 

The article noted only 
about one-third of the stu-
dents were from families 
in which all four grand-
parents were born in the 
United States and were 
descendants of slaves. 
Some have argued that it 
is students like these, dis-
advantaged by the legacy 
of slavery, segregation, 
racism, poverty and in-
ferior schools, who were 
intended as the principal 
beneficiaries of affirma-
tive action in university 
admissions.

But often those young-
sters have been edged out 
by other Black students 
with different stories to 
tell. 

Academia has focused 
too much on race and 
ethnicity and not enough 
on life’s circumstances. 

Financially-struggling 
youngsters from ghettos, 

barrios and small towns 
are the ones most in need 
of a hand-up. And they 
are also the ones often 
overlooked.

The U.S. Supreme 
Court has said race-based 
admissions are no longer 
allowed, but that doesn’t 
mean such programs 
can’t be replaced by ones 
that focus on helping 
those from difficult eco-
nomic backgrounds. 

For example, I’d much 
rather be treated by a phy-
sician who bussed tables 
as an undergraduate than 
one who spent her leisure 
time on a beach. 

Folks who have expe-
rienced difficulty often 
develop empathy, a trait 
missing from too many in 
elite fields such as med-
icine or law. In the wake 
of the Supreme Court 
ruling, it’s something 
worth pondering. 

S c o t t  R e e d e r,  a 
staff writer for Illinois 
Times, can be reached 
at sreeder@illinoistimes.
com.  

The city continues making positive impacts

Racial preferences in college admissions

Scott
Reeder
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

7034 S. Klondike Road | Rochelle, IL 61068 | 815-561-9074
If you would like to volunteer with us, please email us at 

volunteer@kitchentablerochelle.org
 

July 18 – (Tuesday) – BBQ Baby Back Ribs, Coleslaw, 
Baked Potatoes

July 20 - (Thursday) – Deep Fried Chicken (Breast, Leg or 
Thigh), Roasted Veggies, Potato Wedges

July 21 – (Friday) – “Fundraiser Night” – We won’t be 
holding a Friday night dinner anymore. This was put in 

place for an extra boost in revenue and it no longer works 
that way. It’s hard to get help for any night during the week 

let alone the Friday night dinner. 
July 25 – (Tuesday) – Taco Salad, Beef with Doritos, Lettuce, 

Tomatoes, Onions, Cheese, Salsa, Jalapenos, Sour Cream
July 27 – (Thursday) – Grilled Chicken Sandwich, Fries, Pasta 

Salad
August 6 – (Sunday Brunch) – Serving from 9 to 12 – 

Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, Egg Muffins, Pancakes, Sausage 
Links

KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries
**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to 

check before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074
www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
July 17

Carolyn Overstreet
 

July 19
Eric & Katie Johnson 

(anniversary)
 

July 20
Courtney South
Corey Lawrence
Zack Lawrence
Aaron Doering

 
July 21

Gavin Arnold

July 22
Kayla Peterman

John & Deb Wooten 
(anniversary)
Alexie Smith

 
July 23

Elmer Lopez
July 24

Paige Komadina
Juliana Kann
Jackson Kann

 
July 26

Jim Friestad
 

July 27
Brian & Kelly Smith 

(anniversary)
Pastor Angelo & Debbie 

Bonacquisti (anniversary)
 

July 28
Marisa McGuire

 
July 30

Spencer Kulwicki

June 20 - Tina Fletcher, Westville, IN, $25

June 21 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

June 22 - Jill Gallagher, Rochelle, $25

June 23 - Jennifer Thompson, Rochelle, $25

June 24 - RACF, $25

June 25 - Paula Albers, Rochelle, $50

June 26 - Nancy Carr, Davis Junction, $25

June 27 - Calvin Jacobs, Rochelle, $25

June 28 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

June 29 - Charlee Call, New Berlin, WI, $25

June 30 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

July 1 - Heather James, Stillman Valley, $25

July 2 - Calvin Jacobs, Rochelle, $50

July 3 - Barbara Halvorson, Rochelle, $25

July 4 - From the Heart, $1,000

July 5 - Calvin Jacobs, Rochelle, $25

July 6 - Ashley Anderson, Mt. Morris, $25

July 7 - Tami Rhea, Esmond, $25

July 8 - RACF, $25

July 9 - Aaron Samp, Palos Heights, $50

July 10 - Kevin Koch, Bozeman, Montana, $25

July 11 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

July 12 - Will Reis, Worthington, Ohio, $25

July 13 - Dorothy Lockard, Creston, $25

July 14 - Zekelman Employee, $25

July 15 - Zekelman Employee, $25

July 16 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $50

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. 
- The University of Wis-
consin-Platteville awarded 
diplomas to more than 700 

undergraduate students for 
the spring of 2023, includ-
ing Kylee Sanderson (soil 
& crop science) of Kings. 

UW-Platteville is locat-
ed in Southwest Wisconsin 
and has branch campuses 
in Richland Center and 

Baraboo. UW-Platteville 
is ranked the best public 
institution in Wisconsin for 
value by Payscale.

CRESTON  — St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, 
East South Street in Cres-
ton, will host its annual 

ice cream social with: 
sandwiches, homemade 
pies, any ice cream items 
and a talent show Sunday, 

July 23. 
The social runs from 

5:30-7 p.m. with the talent 
show beginning at 7 p.m. 

You’re invited for a great 
Sunday night of entertain-
ment. Any questions call 
815-384-5325.

P L AT T E V I L L E , 
Wis. — The University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville 
recently announced its 
dean’s list, honoring those 
full-time students who 

earned high honors in 
the spring 2023 semester. 
The list included Morgan 
Haas (marketing) and 
Katie Van Hise (biology) 
of Rochelle. 

College of Business, 
Industry, Life Science 
and Agriculture and the 
College of Liberal Arts 
and Education require 
grade-point averages of 

3.75 and above for dean’s 
list honors, while the 
College of Engineering, 
Mathematics and Science 
requires students to reach 
at least a 3.5. 

Sanderson graduates from UW-Platteville

Haas, Van Hise named to UW-Platteville dean’s list

St. John’s ice cream social and talent show is July 23

KENOSHA, Wis. — 
Carthage College congrat-
ulates the students who 
have been named to the 

dean’s list in spring 2023, 
including: Adam Kemp 
of Rochelle and Riley 
Flanagan of Lindenwood.

Dean’s list honors are 
accorded to Carthage 
students who achieve a 
minimum 3.5 grade-point 

average while carrying 
at least 12 letter-graded 
credits in a given academ-
ic semester.

Kemp, Flanagan named to Carthage College dean’s list
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CORE SPONSORS

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2023

COMING

Soon!

Get ready to 
NOMINATE
your favorites!

CORECORECORE
SponsorsSponsors

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Brought to you by: TERRI SCHAEFER

LOCAL NEWS

From page 1

Bill’s Trading Post 
was established in 1943. 
Owner Frank Smardo 
spoke Tuesday. 

“It’s quite an honor to 
receive this, but I haven’t 
done much to deserve it,” 
Smado said.  “As you get 
into business, you just 
keep going. You take 
the good with the bad 
and hope you’ll be there 
tomorrow. And hopefully 
all of you will be there 
for many years to come. 
Never give up, just keep 

going. It always gets 
better.”

Hub City Furniture was 
established in 1979 and 
the business was honored 
as well Tuesday. 

The guest speakers 
portion of the meeting 
followed a “past, present 
and future” theme. Speak-
ers included David Guest 
(past), Mayor John Bear-
rows (present) and Down 
Range, LLC Owner Matt 
Gerard (future). 

Guest, a longtime at-
torney in the city, told 
stories about the down-

town and happenings in 
the city. Bearrows talk-
ed about the work that 
the city did during the 
COVID-19 pandemic to 
help its businesses includ-
ing giving grants to small 
businesses and starting 
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities’ Stop Local program 
to encourage residents to 
support local businesses 
by giving them discounts 
on their electric bills. 

“We went out on a limb, 
and we did it because we 
knew we had to,” Bear-
rows said. “We were not 

going to let our small 
businesses die. And that’s 
exactly what was going to 
happen if we didn’t step 
up. Behind the scenes, I 
will work every day to 
make sure we as a city 
can do whatever we can 
to help each and every one 
of your small businesses. 
Because they’re the back-
bone of our community.”

Gerard served as a Ro-
chelle Police Department 
officer in the past for 15 
years and spent much of 
that time patrolling the 
downtown area, where 

his business now resides. 
Gerard said he wants to 
see involvement and col-
laboration by downtown 
business owners going 
forward. 

“We are friends and 
we are family,” Gerard 
said. “And that’s one of 
the things that makes the 
downtown great and why 
we love our downtown. 
Because we have these 
connections to each other. 
And we want to see more 
growth going forward and 
continue to help each oth-
er out and offer support.” 

Uhl ended the meeting 
with closing remarks. 
He thanked those in at-
tendance and said the 
annual meeting was “a 
big improvement” on last 
year’s. Uhl said the DRA 
organization is looking 
forward to the future 
with a board of younger 
business owners. 

“We’re looking for-
ward to having an orga-
nization that is functional 
and works really well 
and that is truly able to 
operate according to our 
purpose,” Uhl said. 

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

DRA President Nathan Uhl of blueflamedecor, LLC led the meeting. Five businesses were honored Tuesday and photos and memorabilia were provided by the Flagg 
Township Museum on their history and history of the downtown as a whole. 

DRA: Five local businesses honored during Tuesday evening event



SUNDAY, JULY 16, 2023SECTION 2 • PAGE 1 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

Rochelle Little League

District tournaments continue
10U Baseball All-Stars finish 2-1 with victories over Sterling and Freeport

SPORTS AN EXPLOSIVE DEBUT 
 
RTHS alum Owen Angell homers in first 
at-bat with Sauk Valley CC baseball team. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Wrestling

Rochelle Township High School holds annual summer youth camp
The Rochelle Township High School wrestling program held its annual summer youth camp for grade-schoolers and middle-schoolers this past week. The three-day 
camp began on Tuesday and concluded on Thursday, with campers wrestling from 5:30-7 p.m. at the RTHS strength and conditioning room. The camp teaches basic 

wrestling skills including top and bottom fundamentals, takedowns, pins, neutral techniques and more. The camp is led by RTHS coaches and student-athletes.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCK FALLS — The 
Rochelle Little League 10U 
Baseball All-Stars went 2-1 
over three games at the Dis-
trict 19 Championship tour-
nament earlier this week. 
Rochelle fell 9-4 against 
Rock Falls on Monday, 
but the All-Stars bounced 
back with a 15-5 win over 
Sterling on Tuesday before 
concluding the tournament 
with an 18-6 victory against 
Freeport on Wednesday. 
Rochelle finished second 
in the tournament and will 
not advance to the sub-state 
round.

Rock Falls
A scoreless contest car-

ried into the top of the fourth 
inning, where Rochelle 
scratched two runs after 
Gavin Smith drew a bases-
loaded walk and Riley 
Heal scored on a passed 
ball to give the All-Stars a 
2-0 advantage. Rock Falls 
earned one run back in the 
bottom of the fourth inning, 
making the score 2-1 before 
Rochelle tallied two more 
runs in the top of the fifth 
inning, where Brycen Wil-
liams and Brecken Bruns 
scored on wild pitches to 
put Rochelle ahead 4-1.

Rock Falls exploded 
in the bottom of the fifth 

inning, rallying for eight 
runs on four singles and 
four walks to surge ahead 
9-4. Bennett Law started on 
the mound for the Rochelle 
All-Stars, throwing four in-
nings and striking out seven 

batters while allowing only 
two hits. 

Brantley Koenig and 
Bruns each struck out one 
batter for the All-Stars, who 
drew 12 walks but totaled 
one hit.

Sterling
Brayson Bouland started 

a four-RBI evening in the 
top of the first inning, lacing 
an RBI single into center 
field to score Brecken Bruns 

and give Rochelle a 1-0 lead 
over Sterling. The All-Stars 
fell behind after Sterling 
drew four walks and two 
hit-by-pitches in the bottom 
of the first inning, where 
the team tallied four runs 

to gain a 4-1 advantage. 
Brycen Williams slapped a 
two-out single and scored on 
a passed ball for Rochelle in 
the top of the second inning.

See BASEBALL pg 6

(COURTESY PHOTO)

The Rochelle Little League 10U Baseball All-Stars went 2-1 over three games at the District 19 Championship tournament earlier this 
week. The team includes Devin Hansen, Brycen Williams, Brayson Bouland, Brantley Koenig, Gavin Smith, Bentley Etes, Riley Heal, Landon 
Johnson, Brecken Bruns, Griffin Rutledge, Bennett Law and Cody Cox. The team is coached by Scott Etes, Ethan Etes and John Cox.

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2023 COMING 

SOON!
BEST OF 

OGLE COUNTY 
2023
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

802 Main Street  • 815-453-2677

Homemade Cooking, Small Town Atmosphere 
Daily Specials

• Breakfast Served All Day
• Beer & Wine Served All Day

 • Free Wi-Fi
Dine-In & Carryout

Open Tues-Sat 7AM-8PM, Sun 7AM-2PM, Monday Closed Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

815-453-7500

Open Mon-Sat 9AM-9PM & Sun 9AM-5PM

• Groceries,
• Hand Cut Meats,
  Deli & Produce
• Liquor, Wine & Beer
• Cigarettes & More
• Bar with Video Gaming 
  & Slot Machines

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

09
26

20
22

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

10
12

20
22

Most insurances accepted

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

0
9

2
6

2
0

2
2

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

1
0

1
2

2
0

2
2

Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections, Suboxone Program

 “Veteran Owned and Operated”

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Explosive start headlines 
Angell’s freshman season

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

RTHS alum Owen Angell’s first 
collegiate at-bat was one he’ll 
remember for a long time. 

Making his NJCAA debut with the 
Sauk Valley Community College baseball 
team against Parkland College on Feb. 
18, Angell entered the batter’s box and 
belted a two-run homer, the first of his 
collegiate career. The former Hub base-
ball standout ultimately finished with two 
homers and 14 RBIs during his freshman 
campaign with the Skyhawks, stealing 
six bases and scoring 17 runs over 33 
games. Angell finished the season with 
a .260/.339/.394 slash line.

“We had a team that really wanted 
to win and hitting that home run had 
everybody hyped up,” Angell said. “We 
had a great time during that game and it 
set the tone for how we wanted to play 
for the rest of the season… My freshman 
season was very different from previous 
seasons. I learned how to be a lot more 
responsible and I had a lot of fun. I wanted 
to play for Sauk Valley because I wanted 
to stay close to town and play with guys 
I’ve known since I was young.”

Angell played second base for the 
Skyhawks, finishing with 57 putouts 
and 60 assists while helping the team 
turn five double plays on defense. The 
RTHS alum compiled 27 hits including 
six doubles and one triple during his 
freshman season, leading the Skyhawks 
to 19 victories. Angell said that improv-
ing on offense will be his biggest goal 
entering his sophomore season.

“Everybody has talent and all of the 
teams we play at this level are really 
good,” Angell said. “We have to bring it 
every time we play and we have to work 
hard every single day. I thought I played 
pretty well on defense, but I didn’t hit as 
well as I wanted to. I thought I played 
a big role as a freshman and I definitely 
want to improve my hitting. As a team, my 
biggest goal is to get everybody bought 
in and into the game. I want to work 
hard and I want to show our incoming 
freshmen that we have to stick to it if we 
want to win and be successful as a team.”

Angell continued his baseball career 
at Sauk Valley after playing two years 
of varsity baseball at RTHS, where he 
earned starts at second base and shortstop 

during his senior season. Angell recorded 
his first collegiate multi-hit game against 
Prairie State College on March 1, when 
he finished 2-for-4 with two doubles and 
one run. Angell’s first three-hit game 
came against Madison College on April 
13, when he went 3-for-4 and scored two 
runs in a 11-10 loss.

“Playing in Rochelle my whole life, 
the way the game was taught to me re-
ally helped me be ready for the college 
level,” said Angell, who’s currently 
studying business at Sauk Valley. “It’s 
a big baseball town and playing here 
showed me what I needed to do to become 
a good player.”

Former RTHS student-athlete Owen 
Angell recorded two home runs and 14 
RBIs during his freshman baseball 
season at Sauk Valley CC.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

“We have to bring it every time we play and we 
have to work hard every single day... Playing in 
Rochelle my whole life, the way the game was 
taught to me really helped me be ready for the 
college level. It’s a big baseball town and playing 
here showed me what I needed to do to become a 
good player.”

Owen Angell
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Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Custom Construction

Residential 
&  

Commercial 
Roofing

Shingle 
Roofing, 

Metal  
Roofing & 

Flat Roofing

Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com

Call & Text 815-871-7835

What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here

SPORTS
RTHS Volleyball

Lady Hubs hold annual summer youth camp this past week
The Rochelle Lady Hub volleyball program held its annual youth camp for grade-schoolers and middle-

schoolers this past week. The four-day camp began on Monday and concluded on Thursday, with campers 
practicing from 11-12:30 p.m. The camp teaches fundamental skills including serving, passing, setting, 

offense, defense and more. The camp is run by RTHS coaches and student-athletes.

Rochelle Little League

Junior League All-
Stars fall to Freeport
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCK FALLS — The 
Rochelle Little League 
Junior League All-Stars 
competed in the District 19 
Championship tournament 
at Dillon Park on Satur-
day afternoon, falling 6-2 
against Freeport and ending 
the tournament with an 0-1 
record. 

Freeport held a 4-0 lead 
after tallying four runs on 
two singles and two walks 
in the top of the first in-
ning. Rochelle tallied one 
run in the bottom of the 
first inning, where Marcus 
Hansen reached on an er-
ror and scored after singles 
from Connor Hunley and 
John Chadwick. After a 

scoreless second inning, 
Freeport added one run on 
two singles in the top of the 
third inning.

Freeport surged ahead 
6-1 after scratching one run 
on two hit-by-pitches and 
one single in the top of the 
fifth inning. Rochelle scored 
its second and final run of 
the game in the bottom 
of the sixth inning, where 
Hansen and Chadwick both 
notched singles and Hansen 
crossed home.

The Junior League All-
Stars include Marcus Han-
sen, Angel Argueta, John 
Chadwick, Luke Dickey, 
Trent Cunningham, An-
drew Eyster, Connor Hun-
ley, Andrew Huerta, Elijah 
Schweitzer, Warren Sch-
weitzer and Bobby Tourdot.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Wilkinson finishes fourth at 
Wyoming State Open

Former RTHS golf standout Andy Wilkinson 
finished fourth out of 115 players at the 67th 

Annual Wyoming State Open at the Airport Golf Club 
in Cheyenne, Wyoming from July 7-9. Wilkinson shot 
a 13-under-par 197 with respective scores of 68, 65 

and 64 over his three rounds of competition. 
Wilkinson, who totaled seven consecutive birdies 

during his third round, finished 23rd out of 81 golfers 
at the Laramie Wyoming Open and will compete in 

the 77th Annual Florida Open in Fort Myers, Florida 
from July 14-16.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
15TH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY

NOE GONZALEZ, 
Plaintiff
vs.
TINA LOUISE COOK, 
Defendent
Case No. 2023 DC24

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

NOTICE IS GIVEN 
YOU, TINA LOUISE 
COOK, defendent, 
that this case has 
been commenced in 
this Court against you, 
asking for resolution of 
marriage and stop and 
modify subsidy pay-
ments and for relief.
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise 
file your appearance 
in this case in the of-
fice of the Ogle Coun-
ty Circuit Clerk, Ogle 
County Judicial Cen-
ter, 106 S. 5th Street, 
Suite 300, Oregon, IL 
61061 on or before 
August 10th, 2023, a 
JUDGEMENT OR DE-
CREE BY DEFAULT 
MAY BE TAKEN 
AGAINST YOU FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED 
IN THE COMPLAINT.
Witness: June 22, 
2023, Kimberly A 
Stahl, Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court
No. 0707
(July 2, 9 and 16, 
2023)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT OGLE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF ED-
WARD E. RASMUS-
SEN, Deceased
No. 2023-PR-38

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the 
death of EDWARD F. 
RASMUSSEN, of Ro-
chelle, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued 
on June 27, 2023, to 
MICHAEL E. RAS-
MUSSEN, whose ad-
dress is 6154 S. Days-
ville, Rd., Oregon, 
Illinois, and whose 
attorneys are Fear-
er, Nye & Chadwick, 
420 4th Avenue, PO 
Box 117, Rochelle, IL 
61068. 
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in 
the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at 
Ogle County Court-
house, Oregon, IL 
61061, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
no later than January 
2, 2024, and any claim 
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the 
representative and to 
the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attor-
neys for MICHAEL E. 
RASMUSSEN, Execu-
tor of the Estate of ED-
WARD F. RASMUS-
SEN, deceased
No. 0712
(July 2, 9 and 16, 
2023)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT OGLE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
GARY W. HOWLETT, 
Deceased
No. 2023-PR-39

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the 
death of GARY W. 
HOWLETT, of Ore-
gon, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued 
on June 30, 2023, to 
JOYCE E. HOWLETT, 
whose address is 994 
N. Ridge Rd., Oregon, 
IL 61061, and whose 
attorneys are Fear-
er, Nye & Chadwick, 
420 4th Avenue, PO 
Box 117, Rochelle, IL 

61068. 
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in 
the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at 
Ogle County Court-
house, Oregon, IL 
61061, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
no later than January 
10, 2024, and any 
claim not filed within 
that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 
10 days after it has 
been filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attor-
neys for JOYCE E. 
HOWLETT, Adminis-
trator of the Estate of 
GARY W. HOWLETT, 
deceased
No. 0719
(July 9, 16 and 23, 
2023)

NOTICE
The Ashton Vil-
lage Board has ap-
proved Resolution 
20230612B-R in-
creasing water, sew-
er, and garbage rates 
on the quarterly utility 
bill. This resolution is 
available for viewing in 
pamphlet form at the 
Village Office. 
No. 0734
(July 16, 2023)

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 

cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

305 305 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

ROCHELLE - 221 
Windover Park Drive, 
Thurs 7/13 & Fri 7/14 
9AM - 5PM, Sat 7/15 
8AM - Noon. Books, 
Clothing (Children’s, 
Men’s & Women’s), 
Holiday Decor, Home 
Goods, Knick Knacks 
and Much More (07-
12-23)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination 
based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

For Free Help
or

Information
Call

815-562-8890
24 Hours

All Calls Are
Confidential.

 Support,
Advocacy, Referral 

Services,
Shelter for victims 

of domestic 
violence and their 

children.

P.O. Box 131
Rochelle, IL 61068

Public Service
Announcement
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First

1

5

9
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6

3

7

4

8
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SPORTS
From page 1

An RBI double allowed 
Sterling to take a 5-2 lead 
in the bottom of the sec-
ond inning. After scoreless 
third and fourth frames, 
Rochelle found its spark 
on offense in the top of the 
fifth inning, where Griffin 
Rutledge reached on an er-
ror to score Cody Cox and 
cut the Sterling lead to 5-3. 
Bouland then delivered the 
biggest hit of the game for 
the Rochelle All-Stars, belt-
ing a bases-loaded, two-out 
triple to center field that 
scored Rutledge, Bruns and 
Bentley Etes.

Bouland followed the 
three-run knock by scoring 
on a passed ball to give 
Rochelle a 7-5 lead. Ro-
chelle clinched the victory 
by compiling eight runs in 
the top of the sixth inning, 
where Brantley Koenig 
sparked the rally with a two-
RBI double before Devin 
Hansen reached on an error, 
allowing Koenig to score 
and put Rochelle up 10-5. 
A passed ball and another 
Sterling error enabled three 
runners to score, giving Ro-
chelle a 13-5 lead. Rochelle 
capped off the eight-run 
frame with an RBI double 
from Bruns and a sacrifice 
fly from Gavin Smith.

Bruns went 3-for-3 with 
three runs in the win, while 
Bouland went 2-for-2 with 
two walks and four RBIs. 
Williams went 2-for-3 with 
two runs for the Rochelle 
All-Stars, who saw Bruns 
pitch the final five and two-
thirds innings while striking 
out 11 batters and allowing 
only three hits.

Freeport
An RBI groundout from 

Cody Cox in the top of 
the second inning sparked 
a three-run frame for the 
Rochelle All-Stars against 

Freeport. Despite conceding 
two singles and a walk in the 
bottom of the second inning, 
where Freeport tallied two 
runs to make the score 3-2, 
Rochelle scratched two runs 
in the top of the third inning, 
where Brycen Williams and 
Gavin Smith reached base 
on a hit-by-pitch and an 
error before scoring on an 
error to give the All-Stars a 
5-2 advantage. 

Rochelle extended its 
lead to 9-2 in the top of 
the fourth inning. Brayson 
Bouland tripled and scored 
on a passed ball before Cox 
delivered an RBI single to 
bring home Devin Hansen. 
Bennett Law’s fielder’s 
choice grounder allowed 
Cox to score and cap off the 
four-run frame. Two walks 
and an error helped Freeport 
score three runs in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning.

Landon Johnson singled 

and scored on a passed ball 
to ignite a nine-run rally 
from the Rochelle All-Stars 
in the top of the fifth inning. 
Bentley Etes followed with 
a two-run single, plating 
Griffin Rutledge and Breck-
en Bruns before scoring on a 
passed ball two batters later. 
After Bouland scored on a 
passed ball, Riley Heal put 
Rochelle up 15-5 with an 
RBI single that scored Cox. 
An RBI single from Law in 
the next at-bat allowed Heal 
to score and give Rochelle 
a 16-5 lead.

Rochelle capped off the 
victory with RBI singles 
from Williams and Smith. 
Heal started on the mound 
for Rochelle, throwing 
three and two-thirds innings 
while striking out seven 
batters. Etes added three 
strikeouts in one and one-
third innings on the pitcher’s 
mound.

BASEBALL: 10U All-Stars battle at District 19 Championship

The Rochelle Little League 10U Baseball All-Stars finished the District 19 
Championship tournament with a 18-6 win over Freeport on Wednesday night.

(COURTESY PHOTO)


