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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Fol-
lowing approval by the 
Rochelle City Council on 
June 12 of a special use 
permit for the Rochelle 
Fire Department and Ogle-
Lee Fire Protection Dis-
trict for a government 
multi-use fire training 
facility at 920 S. Main St., 
construction on and use of 
the facility will be seen in 
late summer or early fall, 
RFD Chief Dave Sawls-
ville said. 

The property is approx-
imately 12.06 acres and is 
currently vacant land that 
was donated to the city in 
2020. The project will be 
done in phases as money 
becomes available. The 
cost will be split 50-50 
between the city and the 
OLFPD. 

The first phase is a small 
initial facility for firefight-
ers to start training on. 
Most training is currently 
done at the Rochelle and 
OLFPD fire stations and 
is limited due to fear of 
damaging buildings.

Sawlsville said modular 
training structures have 
been ordered, and they will 
be placed on a cement pad. 
Those steps will make up 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — HOPE 
of Ogle County, a non-profit 
organization that helps sur-
vivors of domestic abuse, 
has recently seen its fed-
eral funding cut for the 
next three years, HOPE 
Executive Director Ruth 
Carter said. 

HOPE of Ogle County 
provides safety planning, 
support, shelter and refer-
rals while empowering 
survivors to build a safe 
and peaceful future. It of-
fers counseling, assistance 
and resources to those 
who are contending with 
the effects of abusive rela-
tionships. The nonprofit is 
available 24/7 to listen and 
provide support and Order 
of Protection services are 
available as well. HOPE has 
offices in Rochelle, Oregon 
and Polo.

Earlier this year, HOPE 
received notification that 
organizations that are re-
cipients of federal funds 
VOCA (Victim of Crime 
Act) and VAWA (Vio-
lence Against Women Act) 
would see at least a 52.7 
percent cut. VOCA was 
previously one of HOPE’s 
largest funders. During the 

Fire training facility coming to Rochelle
‘The potential for the site years down the road is tremendous’

Following approval by the City Council on June 12 of a special use permit for the Rochelle Fire Department 
and Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District for a government multi-use fire training facility at 920 S. Main St., 
construction on and use of the facility will be seen in late summer or early fall, RFD Chief Dave Sawlsville said. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

phase one of the project. 
Initial structures will arrive 
in late summer or early 
fall, and by then Sawlsville 
hopes to have the concrete 
pad in place. The structures 
come fully fabricated and 
training can begin as soon 
as they’re set. 

The second phase of the 
long-term project at some 
point in the future will 
involve a parking lot at the 
site, phase three would be 
another set of structures 
to simulate a four-story 
building, and another 
phase would involve a 

brick and mortar building. 
The initial training 

structures this year will 
be designed around state 
training requirements for 
firefighters such as forc-
ing doors, ventilation and 
doing room searches. A 
structure on the top will 

be a roof prop that can 
be changed to practice on 
different roof types. There 
will also be a burn room 
and a simulated window on 
the second floor to practice 
bailing out of a fire.

See FIRE page 8

HOPE of Ogle County sees federal funding cut
‘I want to make sure people know that we still have all of our services’

HOPE of Ogle County, a non-profit organization that helps survivors of domestic abuse, has recently seen its 
federal funding cut for the next three years, HOPE Executive Director Ruth Carter said.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

application process, HOPE 
reduced its application 
amount with the cut in 
mind, and two weeks ago 
found out there would be 
even more of a cut than 
52.7 percent.

“The cut for HOPE of 
Ogle County for VOCA and 

VAWA funding combined 
is $228,441 for the next 
three years,” Carter said. 
“The message I’d like to 
send is that the community 
support that we have from 
our local grants and ongo-
ing donations we get from 
the community all help us 

keep everything moving. I 
don’t think there’s anything 
we’re going to be able to do 
about the funding aspect of 
VOCA and VAWA. It was a 
surprise to many domestic 
violence agencies.”

Carter said that while 
HOPE will continue to 

offer all of its programs, 
the funding cut prevented 
it from rehiring an adult 
counselor that it planned 
for, which will cause clients 
to wait longer before getting 
into appointments. 

See HOPE page 3
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BYRON — Constella-

tion’s Byron Generating 
Station is contributing 
a total of $10,000 to 
four area environmental 
non-profit organizations, 
while its employee-led 
conservation club contin-
ues ecological improve-
ments on the more than 
1,700 acres of the nuclear 
plant’s property in north-
ern Illinois. The donations 
to groups focused on 
Rock River preservation 
and community ecolog-
ical efforts, combined 
with station employee 
conservation events, is a 
logical pairing of business 
and community efforts 
to maintain the state’s 
natural resources and 
help combat the negative 
effects of climate change.

“We’ve planted milk-
weed along with warm 
season grasses and sum-
mer flowers on hundreds 
of acres of Constellation 
property to restore the 
natural habitat for wildlife 
and create a sanctuary for 
the diminishing monarch 
butterfly population,” 
Byron Station Employee 
Matt Hinkle, president of 
the plant’s employee con-
servation club, said. “Our 
club members, employees 
and their families have 
helped with numerous 
projects like tree plant and 
invasive brush clearing to 
make our extended prop-
erty a wonderful oasis for 

area wildlife.”
The $10,000 gift to area 

environmental non-prof-
its will be split evenly 
between:

“Hoo” Haven Wildlife 
Rehabilitation & Educa-
tion Center – Dedicated 
to rehabilitating and re-
leasing sick, injured and 
orphaned North American 
wildlife, and educating 
individuals to the impor-
tance of the conservation 
of Mother Earth, to main-
tain the land, clean and 
beautiful for all.

Rockford Park District 
Foundation – Its mission 
is to assist the Rockford 
Park District in its pur-
suit of a quality park and 
recreation system in order 
to help people in our com-
munity enjoy life.

Forest Preserves of 
Winnebago County – 
Dedicated to protecting, 
conserving, enhancing 
and promoting Winneba-
go County’s natural heri-
tage for the environmen-
tal, educational and recre-
ational benefit of present 
and future generations.

Rock River Coalition 
– Dedicated to preserv-
ing and improving water 
resources throughout the 
Rock River Basin and 
to educate and provide 
opportunities for people 
of diverse interests to 
work together to improve 
the environmental, rec-
reational, cultural and 

Byron Generating Station contributes $10,000 to area environmental nonprofits

Constellation’s Byron Generating Station is contributing $10,000 to four area environmental nonprofit 
organizations, while its employee-led conservation club continues ecological improvements on the more 
than 1,700 acres of the nuclear plant’s property in northern Illinois.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

economic resources in the 
Rock River Basin.

“Hoo Haven remains 
committed to help area 
wildlife, and contribu-
tions like these from 
Constellation are vital 
to helping us treat in-

jured animals,” Steven 
Herdklotz of Hoo Haven 
said. “Our organization 
is working to acquire a 
portable X-ray machine 
and expand some veteri-
nary services. These funds 
come at a perfect time 

to help us continue our 
mission.”

Byron Generating Sta-
tion is a certified “Silver” 
business by the Wildlife 
Habitat Council. The 
plant is located in Ogle 
County, about 100 miles 

northwest of Chicago. 
With both units at full 
power, the site produces 
more than 2,300 mega-
watts, enough electricity 
to power the equivalent 
of more than 1.7 million 
average American homes.

BYRON —  The Il-
linois Department of 
Transportation announced 
recently that weather per-
mitting, construction on Il-
linois Route 2 in Ogle and 
Winnebago Counties will 
begin on Monday, July 10. 
The 10.6-mile work zone 
is from Illinois Route 72 

in Byron to Beltline Road 
in Rockford.

Work will consist of 
patching the road and 
will require isolated com-
plete road closures with 
a marked detour. Traf-
fic between Byron and 
Rockford should follow 
the detour using Illinois 

Route 72, Kishwaukee 
Road and Beltline Road. 
Illinois Route 2 will be 
accessible to local traffic. 
The $1.4 million project is 
expected to be completed 
by Oct. 4.

Motorists can expect 
delays and should allow 
extra time for trips through 

this area. To avoid the 
work area, when feasible, 
use of alternate routes 
should be considered. 
Drivers are urged to pay 
close attention to changed 
conditions and signs in the 
work zones, obey the post-
ed speed limits, refrain 
from using mobile devices 

and be alert for workers 
and equipment.

Over the next six years, 
IDOT is planning to im-
prove more than 3,535 
miles of highway and 
nine million square feet 
of bridge deck as part 
of the Rebuild Illinois 
capital program, which 

is investing $33.2 billion 
into all modes of transpor-
tation. Accomplishments 
through year two includ-
ed approximately $5.2 
billion of improvements 
statewide on 3,020 miles 
of highway, 270 bridges 
and 428 additional safety 
improvements.

Route 2 construction in Ogle and Winnebago counties begins July 10
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“Quality Used Cars Since 2007”

1400 N. 7th Street
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy. 251 N.

www.atlasautoinc.com

815-562-7433

- No Credit Checks
- Buy Here Pay Here

- Low Down Payments
- Flexible Payment Plans

Complete your ONLINE application TODAY!

11032021

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:
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Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07

27
20

22

Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold

From page 1

The cut also caused 
HOPE to move its chil-
dren’s counseling posi-
tion to part-time (24 hours 
a week). HOPE also had 
to cut one of its offices as 
well, its outreach office at 
the Ogle County Services 
building. 

“I wish I knew exactly 
why the funding was cut,” 
Carter said. “4-5 years 
ago, we began receiving 
more VOCA funding. 
And now, sexual assault, 
domestic violence and 
child advocacy agencies 
all saw a cut. I think 
domestic violence had 
the biggest hit through-
out the state. They said 
there’s a good chance that 
there will be an increase 
after the next three years. 
They’re optimistic that 
there will be more funds.”

Carter said current 
employee layoffs have 
not had to occur due to 
the funding cuts. The 
nonprofit was also “bless-
ed” that IDHS (Illinois 
Department of Human 
Services) funding saw 
an increase last year and 
HOPE was able to make 
renovations to its domes-
tic abuse shelter ADA 
(Americans with Disabil-
ities Act) compliant. 

“We were able to hold 
on to staff, but couldn’t 
hire an additional shelter 
advocate like we want-

ed,” Carter said. “The 
advocates that we have 
are doing a good job com-
pensating for all of that. 
Our domestic violence ad-
vocates cover the shelter 
and hotline and the major-
ity of them are part-time 
advocates. We’re a 24/7 
agency with a hotline and 
we always have to have 
someone here at the office 
and somebody always 
answering the hotline. 
Running an agency that is 
24/7 that also shelters is 
a lot more expensive than 
the average social service 
agency.”

In 2022, HOPE pro-
vided services to 457 
clients, including 347 
adults and 110 children. 
It provided 7,304 hours 
of services and sheltered 
80 individuals, including 
40 adults and 40 children 
throughout the year. 

Carter said the need 
for domestic violence 
services “is  a lways 
there” and has “never 
waned.” Even throughout 
COVID-19, HOPE had 
to drop its shelter num-
bers due to restrictions, 
but numbers in general 
did not go down. Carter 
said her organization has 
seen “a real increase” in 
“more dangerous cases” 
of domestic violence in 
recent years. 

Over the years with 
more funding and sup-
port, HOPE has been able 

HOPE: Ogle County nonprofit organization sees federal spending cut

HOPE of Ogle County provides safety planning, support, shelter and referrals while empowering survivors to 
build a safe and peaceful future. It offers counseling, assistance and resources to those who are contending 
with the effects of abusive relationships.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

to build up its services in 
Ogle County and reach 
more people in the rural 
communities and more 
Latinx survivors, Carter 
said. 

“This funding cut feels 
like we’re still grasping 
for the funds that we 
need,” Carter said. “It was 
disheartening. You really 

want all of the services to 
be available to everybody 
right away. Some folks 
are going to have to wait 
a little bit for counseling, 
but I want to make sure 
people know that we still 
have all of our services 
available. We’ll continue 
to seek out grants and 
funding to make sure that 

we’re always running. 
I want people to know 
we’re here and that we 
can serve them if they 
need us.”

HOPE of Ogle County 
is approaching its 40th an-
niversary and is planning 
a 40-year celebration in 
October, which is Domes-
tic Violence Awareness 

Month. The date is to be 
determined. 

Donations can be made 
to support HOPE of Ogle 
County online at https://
hopedv.org/donate.html. 
If you would prefer to 
mail a monetary donation, 
please mail it to: HOPE 
of Ogle County, P.O. Box 
131, Rochelle IL 61068.

ROCHELLE — A golf 
outing fundraiser will be 
held for the Creston De-
ment Library on Sunday, 
July 9 at Fairways Golf 
Course in Rochelle. Reg-
istration is at 11 a.m. and 

there will be a shotgun start 
at noon. 

The cost for 18 holes 
with a cart is $85 per person 
and includes greens fees, 
dinner and prizes.

Call or email for res-

ervations: Deanna Forest 
815-384-5555 or forrestd-
ede5@gmail.com. 

If you would like to 
sponsor a hole, make it 
known and a sign will be 
made. Sponsorship is $250. 

Golf outing fundraiser for 
Creston Library is July 9

Rochelle Kiwanis Golden K Club President Ric Taylor recently presented a 
member of the Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H from Rochelle with a check. This is part of 

the $28,000 that the club gives to organizations focused on youth.

Kiwanis donates to Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H
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GE passed away 
peacefully as she 
held her daugh-

ters’ hands at her bedside.
Born to Emmett and 

Esther (Collenberg) Frakes 
in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
Ge married the love of her 
life, Charles C. Koontz, 
“Bud”, on April 10, 1943. 
After his military service 
in World War II, they lived 
in Oregon, Illinois, where 
Bud had grown up. In 
1947 they began farming 
the land that became the 
Koontz family homestead 
on Moore Road, 2 miles 
south of Lindenwood. Ge 
did not consider herself 
to be the typical farmer’s 
wife, because she hated 
chickens and gardening, 
and only drove a tractor 
when absolutely necessary.

As a devoted wife and 
mother to her four chil-
dren, Steve (1947), Terry 
(1949) Vickie (1951) and 
Scott (1953), Ge thought 
of her family as her greatest 
pride and joy. She actively 
participated in the Linden-
wood Community Club, the 
Lindenwood Union Church 
Choir and the church’s 

Ladies Aide. Her creative 
talents were often rewarded 
as she partnered with others 
in fundraisers and local 
clubs’ events.

The young girl from 
the big city adapted to 
the country lifestyle, and 
considered her life to be 
totally fulfilled. Ge and 
Bud enjoyed their travels 
to international destinations 
and beautiful places in the 
USA. Spending time with 
family and friends often 
happened at their cottage 
on Lauderdale Lakes in 
Wisconsin during the sum-
mertime, or in the warmth 
of southern Texas during 
the wintertime.

Ge was preceded in 
death by her beloved Bud in 
2004. In 2006 she moved to 
Kenosha, Wisconsin to be 
near her daughters, Terry 
Wolf and Vickie Kwasny. 
Ge is survived by her four 
children and Steve’s wife 
Carolyn (Meador), nine 
grandchildren, and 16 great 
grandchildren, and will be 
remembered by all who 
knew her to be delightfully 
optimistic with a bit of a 
snarky wit that kept us on 

our toes. “Hey, hey!”
A celebration of Ge’s 

life will be hosted by her 
family in The Addison’s 
Hospitality Room at 9651 
Prairie Ridge Blvd, Pleas-
ant Prairie, WI on July 15th 
from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. An 
informal memorial will be 
held at the Lindenwood 
Union Church on Mon-
day, July 17, starting at 10 
a.m. and proceeding to the 
Lindenwood Cemetery 
for burial of Bud and Ge’s 
cremated remains. In lieu of 
flowers, donations made to 
Hospice Alliance at 10220 
Prairie Ridge Boulevard, 
Pleasant Prairie, WI, 53158 
will be gratefully received. 

The family would like 
to express their sincere ap-
preciation for all those who 
cared for Ge, and made her 
difficult days better.

Obituaries

Geneta JoAnn Koontz

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

OREGON — On July 
1, Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office 911 center received 
a 911 call at 1600 hours ref-
erencing smoke emitting 
from a residence at 218 
Prairie Street in Creston.  
Ogle County Deputies, 
Creston FD, Rochelle 
FD, Stillman Valley FD, 
and Illinois State Police 
responded to the scene.  
No injuries were reported.  
This fire remains under 
investigation.

On July 2 at 10:55 a.m., 
Deputies responded to the 
3000 block of North River 
Road, Oregon for the report 
of a single vehicle accident. 
After a brief investigation, 
it was learned that a black 
Chevrolet SUV left the 
roadway, entering the west 
ditch. The vehicle then 
struck a culvert and mail-
box before coming to a rest 

after colliding with a tree. 
The driver, Jesus Deleon 
(age 33 of Lakemoor), was 
cited for Failure to Reduce 
Speed to Avoid an Acci-
dent and Improper Con-
tainer/Driver-Cannabis. 
Deleon refused medical 
treatment and was released 
on a notice to appear. All 
subjects are presumed 
innocent. 

On July 2 at approx-
imately 3:14 a.m., Ogle 
County Deputies along 
with Lynn-Scott-Rock, 
Rochelle, Stillman Valley, 
and Byron Fire Depart-
ments responded to a 
structure fire in the 15,000 
block of East Bethel Road, 
Rochelle. Fire fighters con-
tained the scene and no one 
was injured. The fire is still 
under investigation.

On July 3 at approxi-
mately 2:49 p.m., deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of Route 
251 and Lind Road.  After 
investigation Deputies 
placed Bradly Risely, age 
43 of Rochelle under arrest 
for Driving While License 
Suspended.  Risely was ad-
ditionally issued a citation 
for No Valid Insurance.  
Risely was released on an 
I-Bond at the scene and 
given a future court date.  
All subjects are presumed 
innocent.

On July 3 at 5:57 p.m., 
deputies conducted a traffic 
stop in the 10,000 block 
of West Illinois Route 72. 
After a brief investiga-
tion, Ramonda G. Easley 
age 57, of Freeport  was 
arrested for Possession 
of Controlled Substance 

(Crack Cocaine Class 4 
Felony, and Possession 
of Drug Paraphernalia. 
Easley was additionally 
issued a citation for Oper-
ate Vehicle with Suspended 
Registration. Easley was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail pending an 
appearance before a judge. 
All suspects are presumed 
innocent. 

On July 4 at approx-
imately 4:08 p.m., Ogle 
County Deputies along 
with the Polo Police de-
partment responded to the 
2000 block of South Galena 
Trail Road in reference to 
a suspicious person. After 
a brief investigation Jared 
Mon, age 22 of Polo was 
arrested for driving with a 
revoked driver’s license, 
driving under the influence 
of drugs, aggravated driv-
ing under influence, and an 
$100,000.00 outstanding 
Lee County warrant. Mon 
was transported to the Ogle 
County jail where is held in 
lieu of bond.  All subjects 
presumed innocent.

On July 4 at approxi-
mately 2:48 p.m., deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of Lowell 
Park Road and Henry 
Road.  After investigation 
Deputies placed Jeremy 
Henson, age 25 of Dixon 
was placed under arrest 
for Driving While License 
Suspended.  Henson was 
additionally issued a cita-
tion for operating an unin-
sured vehicle.  Henson was 
released on an I-Bond at the 
scene and given a future 
court date.  All subjects are 
presumed innocent.  

Deputies respond to single-vehicle accident

Rochelle Police Department

ROCHELLE — Dor-
othy’s Diamonds recently 
returned from a trip to Wil-
liamsburg, Virginia Beach 
and Norfolk, Virginia.

Other sites visited were: 
Relaxing time on Virginia 
Beach; Virginia Beach 
Aquarium & Marine Sci-
ence Center; the Histor-
ic Center & Merchants 
Square; Mariners’ Mu-
seum and Park; Nauticus 
and Battleship Wisconsin; 
the MacArthur Center; a 
beautiful ride on the rover 
with a narrated cruise of 
the Norfolk harbor and 
Norfolk Naval Base, home 
of the Atlantic Fleet. We 
discovered the sights of 
the Elizabeth River, Port of 
Virginia, and the World’s 
largest naval base. The last 
stop en route home was at 
the beautiful Virginia War 
Memorial in Richmond, 

Dorothy’s Diamonds take trip to Virginia

Officers make one arrest
ROCHELLE — On 

July 3, Rochelle Police cit-
ed Korian J. Lucious, 33, 
Milwaukee, for driving 

with a suspended license. 
Lucious posted an I-bond 
and a court date is set for 
Aug. 11.

On July 4, Rochelle 
Police arrested Eric Paul, 
34, Rochelle, for domestic 
battery and transferred.

DEKALB — Over 
2,200 students received 
their degrees from Northern 
Illinois University in May. 
Included among the grad-
uates were the following 
students from the local area:

Creston: Tyler Byro, 
Bachelor of Science, Me-
chanical Engineering; Aus-
tin Childers, Bachelor of 
Science, Electrical Engi-
neering and Kristine Radt-
ke, Master of Science in Ed-
ucation, Higher Education 
and Student Affairs.

Kings: Anthony Mu-
ratore, Bachelor of Arts, 

Psychology.
Rochelle: Carley Ack-

land, Bachelor of Arts, 
English; Morgan Baker, 
Bachelor of Science, Ki-
nesiology; Cristian Bur-
ciaga, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, Kinesiology; Judy 
Fulgencio, Bachelor of 
Arts, Psychology; Judy 
Fulgencio, Bachelor of 
Arts, World Lang & Cul-
tures: Spanish & Hispanic 
Studies; Annette Gonzalez, 
Bachelor of Arts, World 
Lang & Cultures: Spanish 
& Hispanic Studies; Mandi 
Lamb, Bachelor of Science, 

Nursing; Marlena Leutik, 
Bachelor of Science, Nurs-
ing; Wesley Pasholk, Bach-
elor of Science in Educ, 
Elementary Education: Bi-
lingual/ESL; Tina Ramos, 
Bachelor of Science, Oper-
ations & Information Man-
agement; Craig Ritchie, 
Master of Science in Ed-
ucation, Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling; Keelyn 
Sarmiento, Bachelor of 
Arts, Philosophy; Nicole 
Sheets, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, Nursing and Carly 
Weiner, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, Nursing.

NIU announces local spring 2023 graduation list

MARKESAN, Wis. 
- Donald Lee Chaon, Jr., 
passed away peacefully at 
home on July 1, 2023 with 
his loving wife by his side. 

Don was born on March 
6, 1937, the son of Beulah 
“Boots” (Allison) and Don-
ald Chaon Sr. He had an 
active school education, at-
tending 12 different schools 
before graduating from 
La Moille High School in 
1955. He started life as a 
farm boy and worked his 
way up to plant controller 
at Del Monte, transferring 
to Markesan from Illinois 
in 1972. 

After his retirement, he 
stayed busy, finding other 
fun jobs to pass the time. 
Antiquing was a big passion 
of his, and he enjoyed all 
forms of monetary games 
of chance. He was an avid 
golfer, a Packers convert, 
and enjoyed hunting and 
fishing with his son and 
friends. In his role as grand-
father, he put together many 
fun and adventurous activ-
ities for the grandchildren, 
creating memories they will 
carry with them forever.  

He was united in mar-
riage to Janice Chaon for 
35 years. On Sept. 16, 1995, 
he was united in marriage to 
his wife, Bonnie Justmann 
Williams in Berlin. He was 
a member of the Jaycees 
and later the Lions Club. 
Don courageously battled 
diabetes for over 45 years

Don is survived by 
his wife, Bonnie Chaon 
of Ripon; children, Lee 
(Sheri) Chaon of Oshkosh; 
Tina (Jim) Fredrickson of 
Madison; Josh (Molly) Wil-
liams of Green Lake; Randi 
(Mike ) Rowley of Alaska; 
son-in-law, Scott Gudex of 
Ripon; grandchildren, Bet-
ina (Emily Romaine) Cha-
on, Lindsay (David) Clay, 
Heather Wright, Ashley 
(Tyler MacNeal) Wright, 
Jamie (Rafael Leonardez) 
Fredrickson, Lesha (Ryan 
Gahart) Chaon, and Ike 
Williams; great-grand-
children, Delilah Meyer, 
Amelia and Lilly Clay; 
mother-in-law, Lorraine 
Justmann, sister-in-law, Ju-
lianne (Gary) Born; broth-
er-in-law, Dale (Jeannine) 
Justmann; and numerous 

nieces, nephews, other 
relatives, and friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; three 
infant brothers; daughter, 
Becky Gudex; aunts and 
uncles; and other relatives.

Visitation for Don will 
be held on Wednesday, July 
5, 2023 at River Shores 
Church, 253 S. Church St., 
Berlin from 9 a.m. until the 
time of the funeral service 
at 11 a.m. with Rev. Casey 
Getz officiating. Burial will 
take place at Tichora Cem-
etery, town of Mackford.

Cornerstone Funeral & 
Cremation Services, 181 
S. Main St., Markesan is 
honored to be serving the 
family. You may send pri-
vate online condolences or 
sign the family’s guest book 
at www.cstonefs.com.

Donald Lee Chaon Jr.

Virginia. This was another 
great trip with a wealth 
of history and beautiful 
country where you can sit 
back relax and leave the 
driving to Paul and make 
new friends. Benefits of 
this trip are to be decided.

Act now to join Doro-
thy’s Diamonds traveling 
to beautiful Colorado in 
August to Historic Mani-
tou Springs at the foothills 
of Pikes Peak, Garden of 
the Gods, the Royal Gorge 

where you can cross the 
suspension bridge and 
ride the Aerial Tram, Col-
orado Springs, Air Force 
Academy, the Olympic & 
Paralympic Training Cen-
ter, The Buffalo Bill Ranch 
State Park, and much more.

C o n t a c t  D o r o t h y 
815-384-5325 for more 
info. 2024 St. Augustine, 
Florida in March and the 
Smokey Mountains in 
October, and more to be 
decided.
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, 
IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during am service; Bible Study 
Tuesday 10:00 am and Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery 
available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. 
For further information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email 
us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know Christ and to Proclaim 
Christ in Word and Deed” -19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson, Pastor. 
Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. and is broadcast live on 
Facebook. Go to our website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click on the 
link there. A Grief Support Group meets the third Tuesday of each month 
at 10:00 a.m. Call or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@gmail.com 
with questions or for more information. Also check us out at www.facebook.
com/Calvary-Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. 
We meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We 
also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, 
IL 61068. You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am 
on WRHL 1060AM. Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist 
Church - Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship 
at 10:15am. Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s 
Sunday School 11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more 
information. facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known 
Through Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also 
available on our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All 
are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist Church of Rochelle invites 
you to experience our practical Bible services which have nurseries provided 
in every service along with a wide range of children’s and teen ministries.  
Sunday School is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 am and 
1:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 
5 yr. olds thru 6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 6:30 pm 
for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist 
Church is located 6 blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. and 
8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more information .  Listen at 8:30 
am Sunday mornings on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:  Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 
am. We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- 
Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: 
info@placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am & 11:00am. 
In person or streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  www.
placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, 
Ashton, 815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
9:45 a.m. www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, 
pastor. Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church 
at 10 am. Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour 
at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, 
Adrian Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth Director, Amanda 
Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers 
Ages 0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-
5th worship with the adults then break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth 
groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet throughout the year 
for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community physically & spiritually 
each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used clothing, Hygiene 
items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm 
and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..    

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, 
www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  
(Classes for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church invites everyone to come and be 
celebrate the gifts of God’s family in our series, “The Gifts of Encanto.”  
Inspired by the music, story, and variety of gifts in the Madrigal family, 
we will find ways to work together here and now to strengthen the family 
and serve the community.  In the movie, the Encanto is a place of wonder, 
a refuge and shelter in a frightening world.  The family’s gifts serve the 
community, providing a model for us as well. Worship will include some of 
the color, music, and joy  of the story as we celebrate the blessings that are 
among our community and consider ways to value the variety of our gifts. 
The themes of the movie will help us see how God gifts us and invites us 
to share those gifts together in a caring community!  Sunday worship is 
at 9:00 am with Sunday School for children after the Children’s Message.  
Recorded services are available on our YouTube channel and our website 
at www.rochelleumc.com.  Our services are on the radio (93.5 FM) on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 am.  Our Facebook page is www.facebook.com/
rochelleumc.  Rev. Dr. Katherine Thomas Paisley, Pastor. 709 Fourth 
Ave. (815) 562-2164. admin@rochelleumc.com. Everyone is welcome and 
loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin 
Garcia; Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & 
Caron Rd.), PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 
4PM Monday-Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM 
Monday-Thursday, Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, 
Sunday Mass 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. 
Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 
8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or by appointment. Religious Education: 
Deacon George Schramm, Director of Religious Education. 903 Caron 
Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-
Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. 
Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is 
broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday School 
10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Ogle County 4-H clubs and Ambassadors participated in the parade at Leaf River Summer Daze on Sunday, June 4. The Leaf River Soaring Eagles club pulled a hay 
wagon with members of the club, a dairy calf, milk cans, and faux cheese blocks on it. The club theme for the float was: June is Dairy Month. The club won first place.

Placing third was the Leaf River Busy Beavers 4-H club. Since they are celebrating their 80th anniversary this year, club members decorated an 80s theme float. 
Ogle County 4-H Ambassadors were also in the parade line-up. This is a group of teenagers who travel within the county promoting the 4-H program to other youth. 

The Ogle County 4-H Drill team placed first place in the equine division. 

Ogle County 4-H represented at Leaf River Summer Daze parade

ROCHELLE – The 
City of Rochelle will 
close 14th Street between 
6th and 8th Avenue as well 
as 8th Avenue between 14th 

Street and 400 feet west 
of 15th Street on July 10. 

The project includes com-
plete pavement removal 
and reconstruction by 

NTRAK construction. 
The project is expected to 
be completed by Sept. 6.

Advance warning, de-
tour and other temporary 

traffic control devices 
will be posted near the 
affected area. Please use 
caution while traveling in 
this area and pay special 

attention to the advanced 
warning signage, road 
closed signage and other 
temporary traffic control 
devices within or in ad-

vance of the work zone. 
The City of Rochelle 

greatly appreciates your 
patience during the proj-
ect.

14th Street and 8th Avenue closure begins Monday, July 10

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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Guest column

John T.
Shaw

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters from candidates endorsing themselves will not 
be printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office 
(211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) 
The News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 
the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do 
not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger       bohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen            lpillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson     jthompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

NO doubt the 
negotiations for 
a new federal 

farm bill are on most farm-
ers’ minds these days. Let’s 
look at some of the numbers 
behind the legislation cour-
tesy of the American Farm 
Bureau.

The Congressional Bud-
get Office’s (CBO) most 
recent Baseline for Farm 
Programs identifies expect-
ed outlays for farm program 
spending, assuming ex-
isting programs continue 
without changes, and in-
dicates program spending 
available to Congress as 
crafting of the 2023 farm 
bill kicks into high gear. 
CBO releases these projec-
tions on expected spending 
for farm programs for the 
10-year baseline – the cur-
rent budget year plus 10 
years – up to three times 
a year.

Farm bill math creates 
a few possible scenarios. 
Depending on negotiations 
between the Budget and 
Agriculture committees, 
lawmakers crafting the next 
farm bill could be required 
to be budget neutral, mean-
ing any increase in spend-
ing in one part of the bill 
would require a decrease 
in spending elsewhere in 
the bill; they could be re-
quired to have an overall net 
reduction; or they may be 
able to increase spending. 
Given such budget direc-
tives, scoring (estimating 
the additional outlays and 

potential savings relative to 
the baseline) is one of the 
most critical components 
of farm bill development. 
From now through the farm 
bill’s passage, any change 
in policy will require an 
estimate of the budgetary 
impact.

In general, the May 
report reveals only minor 
housekeeping adjustments 
compared to February’s 
release. Future policy pro-
posals that arise during 
2023 farm bill discussions 
will most likely be scored 
against these values. 

The May CBO release 
includes updates to expect-
ed outlays for the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP). 
In the February projec-
tions CBO increased its 
estimate of SNAP outlays 
by $8 billion (six percent) 
for 2023 and by $93 billion 
(eight percent) between 
2024-2033. This increase 
was linked to higher es-
timated program utiliza-
tion as a result of higher 
unemployment as well as 
upward adjustments in ex-
pected food costs under the 
Thrifty Food Plan (TFP), 
which is utilized to estimate 
the cost of a healthy diet, 
including USDA’s choice 
to not make their five-year 
updates of the TFP com-
position cost-neutral. With 
the May CBO release came 
another upward revision in 
these costs due to higher ex-
pected SNAP participation. 

For 2023 alone, projections 
moved from $127 billion to 
$145 billion, an $18 billion 
(14 percent) increase. Be-
tween the 10-year period of 
2024-2033, the May release 
also forecasts an $18 billion 
cumulative increase, from 
$1.205 trillion to $1.223 
trillion. Combined with 
other programs normally 
authorized in the farm 
bill, nutrition spending 
makes up over 81 percent 
of expected outlays. Nu-
trition revisions make up 
56 percent of the total $31 
billion increase between 
the February 2024-
2033 projection and 
May 2024-2033 
projection.

Based on the 
2024-2033 10-year 
outlay projection, 
a 2023 farm bill 
would cost nearly 
$1.5 trillion, mak-
ing it the most ex-
pensive on record. 
This is 1.73 times higher 
than the original estimat-
ed cost of the 2018 farm 
bill ($867 billion). After 
nutrition, crop insurance 
outlays, which include 
delivery expenses, under-
writing gains and premium 
cost sharing, make up the 
second largest outlay cat-
egory, projected at $101 
billion or seven percent of 
the 2024-2033 timeframe. 
This is a $4 billion increase 
from the February CBO 
baseline. The third-largest 
category includes spending 

on commodity support pro-
grams such as Dairy Mar-
gin Coverage (DMC), Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC), 
Agriculture Risk Cover-
age (ARC) and the many 
authorized disaster support 
programs. The May report 
expects these commodity 
programs to cost $65.7 
billion between 2024-2033, 
up almost $10 billion from 
the February baseline. 
Estimated outlays for live-
stock disaster assistance 
programs alone almost 
doubled from $5.7 billion 
to $10.9 billion. Conser-

vation programs 
such as the Envi-
ronmental Quality 
Incentives Pro-
gram (EQIP) and 
the Conservation 
Reserve Program 
(CRP) are estimat-
ed at $60 billion, 
or four percent, 
of the total score. 
This $2.5-billion 

increase from February’s 
projections is primarily 
linked to CRP outlays.

It also includes $34.7 
billion in spending that 
was passed in the Inflation 
Reduction Act for agri-
culture, forestry and rural 
development. CBO scored 
the IRA conservation base-
line at $18.05 billion for 
programs traditionally au-
thorized through the farm 
bill. Questions persist on 
how this IRA funding could 
impact farm bill program 
spending, prompting its 

tentative inclusion in our 
analysis below. There was 
no update to IRA spending 
expectations included in the 
May projections.

Overall, 2024-2033 ex-
pected outlays are up nearly 
$30 billion from the Feb-
ruary projections – a two 
percent increase.

Costs for many of the 
provisions of current farm 
programs move in the 
opposite direction of com-
modity prices. Recent 
periods of higher prices 
have resulted in lower com-
modity support payments. 
The distribution of farm 
program payments follows 
base acreage in the U.S. 
Corn, soybeans and wheat 
represent nearly 70 percent 
of all program payments, 
while rice, cotton and pea-
nuts represent another 20 
percent. Sorghum, upland 
cotton, dairy and other 
smaller field crops repre-
sent the remaining 10 per-
cent or so of outlays. These 
outlays come in the form 
of PLC or ARC payments, 
and the margin protection 
program for dairy outlays 
through DMC. Compared 
to the February baseline, 
all analyzed crops except 
peanuts saw a forecasted 
increase in outlays. The 
increase was the highest 
for upland cotton, which 
moved from an expected 
$3.616 billion for 2024-
2033 in February to $5.376 
billion in May, mainly 
linked to increases in the 

PLC category.
This most recent CBO 

baseline on farm program 
outlays is an important 
indicator of the budget 
outlook and is expected to 
set spending boundaries 
during current farm bill 
debates. Notably, however, 
agriculture and nutrition 
programs normally autho-
rized through the farm bill 
only make up about 1.85 
percent of total federal 
spending. Drilled down 
further, farm income sup-
port and crop insurance 
account for less than one 
quarter of one percent (0.1 
percent and 0.13 percent, 
respectively) of federal 
spending. Whereas Medi-
care, Medicaid, net interest 
on debt, defense spending 
and Social Security make 
up 76 percent of federal 
spending.

Few pieces of legisla-
tion are more significant 
than the farm bill when 
it comes to safeguarding 
our domestic food supply. 
Ensuring that program 
funding is reflective of 
market changes is critical to 
maintaining the farm bill’s 
role in national security and 
the health and well-being of 
rural communities.

“When buying and 
selling are controlled by 
legislation, the first things 
to be bought and sold are 
legislators.” -PJ O’Rourke

Ron Kern is the manager 
of the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau.

MANY of us 
learned long 
ago of the 

limited persuasive power 
of unsolicited advice. Of-
fering unprompted words 
of wisdom is the clear tri-
umph of hope over expe-
rience! Nonetheless, this 
spring I bravely offered 
my students at Southern 
Illinois University some 
of the lessons that I have 
learned over my career. I 
humbly offer them here 
as well.

One: Work hard at 
every job — even the 
ones you don’t like. You 
can learn a lot from work 
that isn’t fun, rewarding 
or stimulating. In addition 
to gaining skills, you can 
also study the qualities 
of successful colleagues. 
Learn from stars.

Two: Try out as many 
things professionally as 

possible early in your ca-
reer. Take chances, don’t 
be afraid to fail, and then 
focus by mid-career.

Three: Travel as much 
as you can within your 
own country and abroad. 
Traveling expands your 
horizons and makes you a 
larger person. And it’s fun.

Four: READ, especial-
ly BOOKS, and especially 
biographies and memoirs. 
They are life’s instruction 
manuals.

Five: Commit to excel-
lence. My favorite histo-
rian, Barbara Tuchman, 
wrote that you either do 
things right or half-right, 
your approach is either 
careful or sloppy. Always 
try to do things right and 
make sure your approach 
is careful.

Six: Keep improving 
your skills, in particular 
writing and negotiating. 

Effective writing requires 
clear thinking which is 
both valuable and rare. 
And much of life is ne-
gotiating, even when we 
are not aware of it. 

Seven: Play the long 
game. Stay in touch with 
people. Send notes, make 
calls and ask ques-
tions of your boss-
es, colleagues, 
friends and espe-
cially your parents 
and grandparents. 
Mark Twain was 
right: “When I 
was a boy of 14, 
my father was so 
ignorant I could 
hardly stand to 
have the old man around. 
But when I got to be 21, 
I was astonished at how 
much the old man had 
learned in seven years.”

Eight: Persistence is an 
underrated, even essen-

tial, quality. Press ahead 
on projects and refuse 
to give up. Stay humble, 
exceed expectations, and 
control the controllables.

Nine: Make time to 
think and plan. George 
Shultz, as secretary of 
state, set aside one hour 

a week to sit qui-
etly in his office 
to consider what 
he was trying to 
accomplish. He 
brought only a 
notepad, a pen 
and his thoughts. 
T h i n k i n g  a n d 
planning allows 
us to avoid one 
of life’s greatest 

traps: letting the urgent 
take precedence over the 
important.

Ten: Take every oppor-
tunity, even small ones, 
to be courageous. John 
F. Kennedy wrote that 

courage “requires no ex-
ceptional qualifications, 
no magic formula, no spe-
cial combination of time, 
place and circumstance. 
It is an opportunity that 
sooner or later is presented 
to us all.” 

Eleven: Be on the look-
out for mentors. Life has 
a way of providing them 
at times and in places that 
are surprising. Watch for 
them and pay as much 
attention to what they do 
as to what they say.   

Twelve: Be a good 
citizen. Learn how your 
government works, vote, 
support honorable candi-
dates even if you don’t 
agree with all their views. 
Make life better in your 
community and support 
problem-solvers. 

Thirteen: Enjoy life; 
the years pass quickly. 
Al McGuire, the legend-

ary coach of Marquette 
University, sent a note to 
one of his successors, Tom 
Crean, wishing him luck. 
McGuire’s handwriting 
was not completely legi-
ble, so the note ended with 
either “Enjoy the sun” or 
“Enjoy the run.” Which-
ever word McGuire in-
tended, the meaning is 
the same.

John T. Shaw is the 
director of the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute at 
Southern Illinois Institute 
Carbondale. His monthly 
column explores how 
Illinois can work toward 
better politics and smart-
er government. Editor’s 
Note: This op-ed was dis-
tributed by Capitol News 
Illinois on behalf of the 
Paul Simon Public Policy 
Institute. The opinions 
expressed in this article 
are the author’s own.

Life lessons for recent graduates and everyone else

Ron
Kern

Numbers behind farm bill legislation
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

June 13 - Gwen Marie, Rochelle, $25

June 14 - John Hueramo, Rochelle, $25

June 15 - Christina Neale, Rochelle, $25

June 16 - From the Heart, $25

June 17 - Matt Mom’s, Kingston, $25

June 18 - Zekelman Employee, $500

June 19 - Tyler Jahn, Rochelle, $25

June 20 - Tina Fletcher, Westville, IN, $25

June 21 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

June 22 - Jill Gallagher, Rochelle, $25

June 23 - Jennifer Thompson, Rochelle, $25

June 24 - RACF, $25

June 25 - Paula Albers, Rochelle, $50

June 26 - Nancy Carr, Davis Junction, $25

June 27 - Calvin Jacobs, Rochelle, $25

June 28 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

June 29 - Charlee Call, New Berlin, WI, $25

June 30 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

July 1 - Heather James, Stillman Valley, $25

July 2 - Calvin Jacobs, Rochelle, $50

July 3 - Barbara Halvorson, Rochelle, $25

July 4 - From the Heart, $1,000

July 5 - Calvin Jacobs, Rochelle, $25

July 6 - Ashley Anderson, Mt. Morris, $25

July 7 - Tami Rhea, Esmond, $25

July 8 - RACF, $25

July 9 - Aaron Samp, Palos Heights, $50
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries

 July 9
Josh Kulwicki

 
July 11

Jasper Lopez
 

July 12
Zach Walker
Gene Messer

Danica Thompson
Thayde Sullivan

 July 13
Landon DuBourg

 
July 14

Eli Jones
Peggy Messer

 
July 15

Seriana Carpenter
Julia Jackson

Courtney Jones
 

July 17
Carolyn Overstreet

 
July 19

Eric & Katie Johnson 
(anniversary)

 
July 20

Courtney South
Corey Lawrence
Zack Lawrence
Aaron Doering

 
July 21

Gavin Arnold

July 22
Kayla Peterman

John & Deb Wooten 
(anniversary)
Alexie Smith

 

July 23
Elmer Lopez

 July 24
Paige Komadina

Juliana Kann
Jackson Kann

 
July 26

Jim Friestad
 

July 27
Brian & Kelly Smith 

(anniversary)
Pastor Angelo & Debbie 

Bonacquisti (anniversary)
 

July 28
Marisa McGuire

 
July 30

Spencer Kulwicki

ROCHELLE — Gabe 
and Larissa Valdivieso 
were recently named the 
Rochelle Chamber of 
Commerce’s Lawn of the 
Week winner. Rochelle 
ACE Hardware Manager 
Jesse Lopez was on hand 
to deliver their gift card 
and yard sign Monday 
morning, June 26. The 
chamber has partnered 
with Rochelle Ace Hard-
ware to award gift cards 
to the winners.

The 2023 Lawn of 
the Week program has 
begun for the summer 
and will run through 
September. Nominate 
a neighbor/yard each 
week by submitting a 
name and address on 
the Rochelle chamber’s 
website, http://therochel-
lechamber.com/lawn-
of-the-week. Submis-
sions can also be made 
by emailing rochelle-
chamber@gmail.com.  
“We are proud to recog-
nize our residents that 

Valdiviesos win Rochelle Chamber’s Lawn of the Week

display community pride 
in Rochelle,” Chamber 
Executive Director Tricia 

Herrera said. “We love 
that this program gives 
us the chance to showcase 

the hard work and dedica-
tion they put in to making 
our city look great.”

Gabe and Larissa Valdivieso were recently named the Rochelle Chamber of 
Commerce’s Lawn of the Week winner.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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LOCAL NEWS

CORE SPONSORS

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2023

COMING

Soon!

Get ready to 
NOMINATE
your favorites!

CORECORECORE
SponsorsSponsors

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Brought to you by: TERRI SCHAEFER

ROCHELLE — The 
Board of Trustees at Ro-
chelle Community Hospital 
has named Karen Tracy 
as its new chief executive 
officer effective July 1, an 
RCH press release said. 

Tracy brings 31 years of 
steady growth and increased 
responsibility during her 
time with RCH. She has 
been a registered nurse for 
32 years, a member of the 
administrative team for 20 
years and has served as 
second in command to the 
CEO for the past 10 years. 

Tracy has been actively 
responsible for quality 
process improvement and 
risk management func-
tions since 1998, with The 
Joint Commission survey 
leadership to the entire 
staff since 1999. She has 
provided surveillance and 
support for improved pa-
tient safety through active 
policy implementation. She 
expanded and improved 
patient relations through 
active listening and resolu-

tion. Tracy researched and 
implemented the Corporate 
Compliance Program for 
RCH and expanded case 
management to improve 
continuity to the patients on 
the medical surgical floor. 
She serves as a physician 
liaison and is involved in 
recruitment and retention of 
providers including nurse 
practitioners and physi-
cian assistants. During her 
tenure as an administrator 
she has been part of the 
vision for three expansion 
projects: 2005 surgical 
and emergency services; 
2016 health and wellness 
center and 2023 XCEL 
Orthopedics expansion to 
Sycamore. 

“We are pleased with 
our decision to promote 
Karen to CEO,” ,” Noah 
Carmichael, chairman of 
the board of trustees for 
RCH, said. “She is the 
right choice for RCH and 
our community. We look 
forward to our continued 
partnership with her.”

RCH names Tracy as 
chief executive officer

The Board of Trustees at Rochelle Community 
Hospital has named Karen Tracy as its new CEO
effective July 1, an RCH press release said. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

From page 1

“The walls within the 
structure are all moveable 
and you can change the 
configuration of it so they 
don’t get used to a specific 
layout,” Sawlsville said. 
“Those are all require-
ments from the state fire 
marshal that we’re sup-
posed to train on annually. 
This is going to address a 
lot of those things that we 
can’t always train on. We 
had a kitchen fire last week 
and it went so smoothly. 
It was a beautiful thing to 
watch. The guys came out 
and said, ‘We just trained 
on this last week.’ You 
could see their confidence 
levels allowing them to be 
a little more aggressive 
because they were com-
fortable and had trained 
for it.”

Along with serving 
local fire personnel that 
struggle at times to find 
good training locations, 
the facility is planned 
to serve other entities in 
the region including law 
enforcement, electrical 
lineman, other City of 
Rochelle departments 
and possibly railroad 
personnel.

Sawlsville called the 
potential of the site years 
down the road “tremen-
dous” for more entities 
than local fire personnel. 
The idea of having a 
pole-climbing school for 
linemen at the site has been 
discussed. Sawlsville has 
talked to the Illinois State 
Police about placing its 
mobile training unit there. 
He’s also talked to Kish-
waukee College about it 
being the home of KEC’s 
fire training unit for high 
school students. 

“When we talk about 

FIRE: Construction and use of new training 
facility planned as early as late summer

multi-use and the po-
tential, there’s probably 
stuff that we haven’t even 
thought of yet that can go 
on out there,” Sawlsville 
said. 

On the OLFPD per-
sonnel side, Sawlsville 
said those paid on-call 
firefighters will not have 
to go as far for training, as 
the Rochelle site will be set 
up. That will be beneficial 
for those firefighters that 
have full-time jobs to have 
more time available with 
less travel. They can now 

have the chance to get 
more training repetitions. 

Rochelle City Manager 
Jeff Fiegenschuh said that 
the training facility could 
potentially be a revenue 
generator for the city if it 
sees a lot of use by other 
agencies. But for city 
departments specifically, 
he spoke of the purpose 
it will serve for training 
and repetition and keeping 
employees safe.

“I’ve got a list of five or 
six major things that we’ve 
done since I’ve been here, 

and this is getting pretty 
high on that list,” Fiegen-
schuh said. “Because I see 
the potential. And I love 
the collaboration. We have 
a really good relationship 
with the Ogle-Lee Fire 
Protection District and I 
think that we’ve worked 
very well with them and 
the council has been in-
volved in it and supportive 
of it. I do think there’s a lot 
of positive collaboration 
that’s taken place and it 
makes me happy when we 
all work together.”

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
The property is approximately 12.06 acres and is currently vacant land that was 
donated to the city in 2020. The project will be done in phases as money becomes 
available. The cost will be split 50-50 between the city and the OLFPD. 
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Rochelle Little League

All-Stars take the field
12U baseball team holds District 19 tournament opener on Thursday evening

SPORTS BEATING THE BUZZER 
 
Game winning goal highlights Piloni’s 
senior soccer season at UW-Stevens Point. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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Rochelle Little League

Congratulations to First State Bank on winning the 2023 Rochelle Little League Major League softball regular season championship. The team finished the season with 
a 9-1 overall record. The team includes Ella Behrens, Annaliese Cox, Savannah Goodrich, Elise Hardcastle, Makenzie Johnson, Neveah Lira, Mya Martinez, Helen Miller, 

Sofia Reynolds, Mayson Smardo, Grace Spartz and Makayla Waters. The team is coached by Kevin and Lori Behrens.

First State Bank wins 2023 Major League softball regular season championship

(COURTESY PHOTO)

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2023 COMING 

SOON!
BEST OF 

OGLE COUNTY 
2023

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Little League 
12U Baseball All-Stars 
opened the District 19 
Championship tourna-
ment with a 12-2 win over 
Freeport on Thursday. Ro-
chelle will advance to play 
in the winner’s bracket 
finals against either Rock 
Falls or Sterling.

Gabe Bybee started on 
the mound for the Rochelle 
All-Stars, striking out two 
batters in the top of the 
first inning and setting the 
Freeport All-Stars down in 
order. Rochelle tallied two 
runs in the bottom of the 
first inning, scoring after 
Nolan Zick laced a lead-
off single and Riley Smith 
drew a one-out walk. Both 
runners moved around the 
bases and scored on wild 
pitches.

Rochelle blew the game 
open in the bottom of the 
second inning, rallying 
for nine runs on four hits 
including a three-run triple 
from Mikey Chadwick and 
a two-run triple from Joey 
Chadwick. Elijah Good 
sparked the nine-run frame 
with a bases-loaded walk 
and Zick followed with 
an RBI single into center 

field. Vaughn Manning 
added a two-out single in 
the second inning for the 
Rochelle All-Stars, who 
retired the Freeport All-
Stars in order to start the 
second inning.

Trailing 11-0, Freeport 
avoided the shutout with 
two runs in the top of the 
third inning, scoring on 
an error and a wild pitch. 
Bybee threw three innings 
for the Rochelle All-Stars, 
striking out six batters and 
holding Freeport to two 
hits to earn the win. Man-
ning tossed the final inning 
of relief and added one 
strikeout for the Rochelle 
All-Stars, who scored the 
final run of the game after 
slapping three singles, 
including an RBI single 
from Bybee, in the bottom 
of the fourth inning.

Zick went 2-for-2 with 
two runs in the game, 
while Mikey Chadwick 
finished with three RBIs. 
Joey Chadwick totaled two 
runs and two RBIs and 
Manning scored two runs 
for Rochelle. 

Declan McKinney 
and Jasper Macklin each 
walked and scored one run 
to help pace the Rochelle 
offense in the victory 
Thursday evening at Floyd 
J. Tilton Park.

The Rochelle Little League 12U Baseball All-Stars downed Freeport 12-2 on Thursday. At left, Mikey Chadwick 
digs in at the plate. At right, left-hander Vaughn Manning fires a pitch toward home plate.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

802 Main Street  • 815-453-2677

Homemade Cooking, Small Town Atmosphere 
Daily Specials

• Breakfast Served All Day
• Beer & Wine Served All Day

 • Free Wi-Fi
Dine-In & Carryout

Open Tues-Sat 7AM-8PM, Sun 7AM-2PM, Monday Closed Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

815-453-7500

Open Mon-Sat 9AM-9PM & Sun 9AM-5PM

• Groceries,
• Hand Cut Meats,
  Deli & Produce
• Liquor, Wine & Beer
• Cigarettes & More
• Bar with Video Gaming 
  & Slot Machines

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

09
26

20
22

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

10
12

20
22

Most insurances accepted

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

0
9

2
6

2
0

2
2

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

1
0

1
2

2
0

2
2

Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections, Suboxone Program

 “Veteran Owned and Operated”

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Game winner caps Piloni’s 
senior season at UWSP

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

A scoreless match between Wiscon-
sin-Stevens Point and Wisconsin-
Whitewater entered the final 

minute as former Rochelle Lady Hub soccer 
standout Olivia Piloni moved on the attack.

With only seconds remaining between 
the two conference foes, Piloni saw a rare 
opportunity to score from her usual de-
fensive position. After Piloni drew a foul 
near the midfield line, teammate Lauren 
Johnson blasted a free kick deep into the 
Wisconsin-Whitewater defensive zone. 
The kick found another teammate, Kati 
Frierdich, who headed the ball across goal 
toward Piloni, who booted the ball into the 
net with less than two seconds remaining 
on the scoreboard.

The last-second goal enabled the Pointers 
to secure a 1-0 victory over the Warhawks 
as well as their first Wisconsin Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference win of the 2023 
season. It was the fourth career collegiate 
goal for Piloni, who recently wrapped up 
her four-year soccer career at Wisconsin-
Stevens Point after enjoying a successful 
career at Rochelle Township High School.

“I wasn’t expecting that at all and it 
was crazy because the time ran out and 
everybody on our team came off the bench 
and made a dogpile on the field,” Piloni 
said. “That was definitely a moment that 
I’ll never forget. My senior season was 
definitely different from my other seasons. 
I really wanted to focus on being in a good 
place and enjoying the last of me playing 
this sport.”

Piloni notched two goals during her 
senior season with the Pointers, who went 

7-9-4 and concluded their 2022 campaign in 
the semifinal round of the WIAC Champion-
ship tournament. The RTHS alum played in 
all 20 matches and started 18 matches, log-
ging 1,162 total minutes. Piloni also scored 
two goals during her junior season in 2021, 
where she appeared in 20 matches with 15 
starts. Piloni, who lost her sophomore season 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, concluded 
her four-year career with 50 starts over 59 
matches and nearly 4,400 minutes played.

“I got a lot of playing time, but my 
favorite part about being on the team was 
the friendships I made during my career,” 
Piloni said. “I put a lot of stress on myself 
on the field and my goal for this season was 
to prioritize my health and go back to the 
basics of just enjoying the game. With that, 
my confidence on the field grew and I be-
came less worried about my performance.”

Piloni moved between center back and 
defensive center midfielder, two positions 
she excelled at during her high school ca-
reer with the Lady Hubs, throughout her 
collegiate career with the Pointers. Piloni, 
who recently graduated and earned her 
bachelor’s degree in interior design and 
architecture, helped lead the Pointers to 
27 victories during the course of her four-
year career.

“I was put in an attacking position during 
my senior season at Rochelle,” Piloni said. 
“I think I’m a defensive player at my core 
and I played a lot of defense during my time 
at Stevens Point. Having the experience of 
being an attacker gave me the versatility and 
the confidence to be able to play in any spot. 
I’m going to miss the experience of having 
people in the stands and I’m going to miss 
my teammates the most because they helped 
me have the best time possible.”

Former Rochelle soccer standout Olivia Piloni scored two goals, including a game 
winner, during her senior season at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF UWSP ATHLETICS)
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SPORTS

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Custom Construction

Residential 
&  

Commercial 
Roofing

Shingle 
Roofing, 

Metal  
Roofing & 

Flat Roofing

Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com

Call & Text 815-871-7835

What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here

Forge Wrestling Club

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Macias medals at 
Midwest Nationals
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BLOOMINGTON — 
Eight Forge Wrestling 
Club athletes including 
Rochelle Township High 
School student-athlete 
Cammyla Macias com-
peted in the 2023 Midwest 
Nationals at the Shirk 
Center in Bloomington 
from July 1-2. Macias 
earned a fifth-place medal 
in the Girls 9th & 10th 
Grade 110-123 Division 
with a 3-2 record, notch-
ing falls over Hammond 
Bishop Noll’s Lupe Olea 
and Highland Bulldog Jr. 
Wrestling’s Ayla Rushing 
and Republic West’s Anna 
McBroom.

Landon Kenney me-
daled in second place in 
the Boys 9th & 10th Grade 
140-148 Division with a 
3-1 record, winning his 
first three bouts against 
Westville’s Ty McMasters 
(fall), Gibson City M-S’s 
Corbin Ragle (4-0 deci-
sion) and PSF Wrestling 
Academy’s Kobey Elkins 

(9-4 decision). 
Zyan Westbrook me-

daled in fourth place in 
the Boys 9th & 10th Grade 
117-125 Division with 
a 4-2 record. Westbrook 
scored a first-round fall 
over PAC’s Myles Gil-
liam as well as falls over 
Streator’s Jesus Martinez 
and The Compound’s 
Nolan Lowe. Westbrook 
edged Alber Athletics’ 
Landon Blanton with a 5-4 
decision in the consolation 
semifinals to reach the 
fifth-place bout.

Anthony Bauer me-
daled in fourth place in the 
Boys 11th & 12th Grade 
162-169 Division with 
a 3-2 record, defeating 
Clifton Central’s Maxwell 
Joseph (fall), Robinson’s 
Kahne Hyre (fall) and 
Ft. Zumwalt Wrestling’s 
Jeric Gumahin (fall). Other 
Forge athletes who com-
peted include Landyn 
Windham (1-2 record at 
11th & 12th Boys 170-179 
Division), Jacksyn Wind-
ham, Ethan Mowry and 
Landon Heckman.

Rochelle Township High School student-athlete 
Cammyla Macias competed in the 2023 Midwest 
Nationals, medaling in fifth place.

Henderson takes fourth at Illinois Pepsi USBC State Championship
Local bowler Giuliana Henderson represented T-Byrd Lanes in the 2023 Illinois Pepsi USBC State 

Championship tournament at Western Bowl in Champaign. Henderson finished fourth in the U8 Girls Division 
with a three-game total of 299 and earned $440 in scholarship money toward her future. Henderson has been 

bowling in the T-Byrd Lanes youth program for the last several years. Above is a now-and-then comparison.

DEKALB — Do you 
have ideas on how to help 
make the game day experi-
ence at Northern Illinois 
University athletics events 
more enjoyable for fans?  
Can you contribute time and 
energy to helping provide a 
championship level experi-
ence? Are you willing to 
assist with outreach efforts 
and help grow Huskie Na-
tion?  Or do you know an 
individual who can make a 
difference?

NIU Athletics is seeking 
motivated and engaged fans 
to provide insight and more 
as volunteers on the newly 
reconstituted Huskie Fan 
Advisory Board. The Board 
will meet quarterly with 
NIU Athletics administra-
tors and participate in rev-
enue generation and game 
day experience initiatives. 
Fans can apply or nominate 
an individual.

To apply, complete the 
form by clicking here or on 
the link above.  Applications 
are due by Monday, July 24; 
selected members will be 
contacted in August and the 
group will convene this fall.

Applications are open to 
all with the goal to select a 
board with representation 
from current and former 
season ticket members, 
alumni, current NIU stu-
dents, faculty and staff, 
donors, former and current 
student-athletes, members 
of the business and local 
community or anyone with 
an interest in helping NIU 
Athletics to grow and move 
forward. Originated in 2017, 
the Huskie Fan Advisory 
Board is being reactivated 
after a dormant period 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Football season ticket 
prices for NIU’s six-game 

home schedule in 2023 
are on sale now, beginning 
from as little as $97 annu-
ally for general admission 
(East Side) tickets with 
payment plans still avail-
able. Reserved seat pricing 
on the West Side is $144 
(sections A, B, F) and $162 
(sections C, D, E) annually.  
Purchase four season tickets 
with Huskie Family 4 Pack 
(participants do not have to 
be related) for even greater 
discounts. To review all the 
ticket options, including 
a new West Side general 
admission section, go to 
NIUHuskies.com/tickets or 
call 815-753-PACK (7225).

Through the new Build 
Your Membership plan, 
NIU fans can customize 
their game day experience 
by adding parking, hospital-
ity passes and more to their 
season ticket orders on an 
a la carte basis. Premium 

seating opportunities – in-
cluding in the chairback 
section and the SkyBox – are 
available. Find information 
on the opportunity to Build 
Your Membership or to di-
rectly support NIU Football 
through the Huskie Athletic 
Fund click here.

NIU fans can still pur-
chase tickets to the road 
games at Boston College 
and at Nebraska through the 
Huskie Ticket Office. Ticket 
price for the game at Alumni 
Stadium in Chestnut Hill, 
Mass. is $20 while Nebraska 
game tickets are $55 each. 
Tickets can be mailed for 
a $5 fee. 

They can be picked up at 
the Huskie Athletics Ticket 
Office in the NIU Convoca-
tion Center beginning three 
weeks prior to the game 
until the Thursday before 
the game, or at the stadium 
on game day.

NIU Athletics

Applications being accepted for 
2023-24 Huskie fan advisory board

T-Byrd Lanes (COURTESY PHOTOS)
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MARKETPLACE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY

NOE GONZALEZ, 
Plaintiff
vs.
TINA LOUISE COOK, 
Defendent
Case No. 2023 DC24

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

NOTICE IS GIVEN 
YOU, TINA LOUISE 
COOK, defendent, 
that this case has 
been commenced in 
this Court against you, 
asking for resolution of 
marriage and stop and 
modify subsidy pay-
ments and for relief.
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise 
file your appearance in 
this case in the office 
of the Ogle County Cir-
cuit Clerk, Ogle County 
Judicial Center, 106 S. 
5th Street, Suite 300, 
Oregon, IL 61061 on 
or before August 10th, 
2023, a JUDGEMENT 
OR DECREE BY DE-
FAULT MAY BE TAKEN 
AGAINST YOU FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED 
IN THE COMPLAINT.
Witness: June 22, 2023, 
Kimberly A Stahl, Clerk 
of the Circuit Court
No. 0707
(July 2, 9 and 16, 2023)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT OGLE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF ED-
WARD E. RASMUS-
SEN, Deceased
No. 2023-PR-38

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the 
death of EDWARD F. 
RASMUSSEN, of Ro-
chelle, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued 
on June 27, 2023, to 
MICHAEL E. RASMUS-
SEN, whose address is 
6154 S. Daysville, Rd., 
Oregon, Illinois, and 
whose attorneys are 
Fearer, Nye & Chad-
wick, 420 4th Avenue, 
PO Box 117, Rochelle, 
IL 61068. 
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in 
the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at 
Ogle County Court-
house, Oregon, IL 
61061, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
no later than January 
2, 2024, and any claim 
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for MICHAEL E. RAS-
MUSSEN, Executor of 
the Estate of EDWARD 
F. RASMUSSEN, de-
ceased
No. 0712
(July 2, 9 and 16, 2023)

HEADING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
On Annual Budget and 

Appropriation  
Ordinance of  

Creston-Dement Public 
Library District

Notice is hereby given 
to the Public that on 
August 15, 2023, at the 
hour of 6:30 PM at the 
Creston-Dement Public 
Library, 107 South Main 
Street, Creston, Illinois, 
a public hearing will 
be held on the annual 
Budget and Appropria-
tion Ordinance for the 
Creston-Dement Public 

Library District for the 
fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2023 and end-
ing June 30, 2024. Any 
person interested in the 
budget and ordinance 
may be present at said 
time and place and may 
be heard regarding the 
budget and ordinance. 
The tentative budget 
is now on file with the 
Secretary of the Board 
of Trustees, Cres-
ton-Dement Public Li-
brary District, at the Li-
brary office and may be 
reviewed upon request 
prior to said hearing by 
the Public.
Dated this 30th day of 
June, 2023.
Secretary, Board of 
Trustees
Creston-Dement Public 
Library District
107 South Main Street
Creston, IL 60113
(815)384-3111
No. 0717
(July 9, 2023)

NOTICE
Public notice is hereby 
given that the proposed 
Combined Annual 
Budget and Appropri-
ation Ordinance of the 
FLAGG-ROCHELLE 
COMMUNITY PARK 
DISTRICT, Ogle Coun-
ty, Illinois, for the fiscal 
year beginning May 1, 
2023, and ending April 
30, 2024, will be avail-
able for public inspec-
tion at the Flagg-Ro-
chelle Community Park 
District Office, 802 
Jones Road, Rochelle, 
IL. Notice is further giv-
en that a public hearing 
on the adoption of said 
proposed Combined 
Annual Budget and 
Appropriation Ordi-
nance will be held at 
The REC Center, 802 
Jones Road, Rochelle, 
IL, on Monday, August 
21, 2023 at 6:15pm 
FLAGG-ROCHELLE 
COMMUNITY PARK 
DISTRICT By /s/ BT 
Carmichael, Secretary
No. 0718
(July 9, 2023)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT OGLE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
GARY W. HOWLETT, 
Deceased
No. 2023-PR-39

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the 
death of GARY W. 
HOWLETT, of Ore-
gon, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued 
on June 30, 2023, to 
JOYCE E. HOWLETT, 
whose address is 994 
N. Ridge Rd., Oregon, 
IL 61061, and whose at-
torneys are Fearer, Nye 
& Chadwick, 420 4th 
Avenue, PO Box 117, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in 
the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at 
Ogle County Court-
house, Oregon, IL 
61061, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, no 
later than January 10, 
2024, and any claim 
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for JOYCE E. HOWL-
ETT, Administrator of 
the Estate of GARY W. 
HOWLETT, deceased
No. 0719
(July 9, 16 and 23, 
2023)

No. 0726
(July 9, 2023)

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

LAWN Mowing Service. 
Cost depends upon 
lawn size. Call 815-762-
3494. (07-09-23)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

305 305 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

ROCHELLE - 221 
Windover Park Drive, 
Thurs 7/13 & Fri 7/14 
9AM - 5PM, Sat 7/15 
8AM - Noon. Books, 
Clothing (Children’s, 
Men’s & Women’s), 
Holiday Decor, Home 
Goods, Knick Knacks 
and Much More

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 

ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First

1

5

9
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6

3

7

4
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SPORTS
Rochelle Little League (PHOTO COURTESY OF LIFEWORKS PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO)

Congratulations to Golden K on winning the 2023 Rochelle Little League Minor League softball regular season championship. The team finished with a perfect 10-0 
record this season. The team includes Nadia Esparza, Stella Esparza, Jaelyn Gonzales, Annalyce Harris, Zoey Harris, Isabel Jackson, Kate Keller, Madelynn McRoberts, 

Florence Millard and Grace Olson. The team is coached by Kristi Gonzales, Johnny Gonzales, Erick Olson and Adaleiah Villalobos.

Golden K wins 2023 Minor League softball regular season championship

NIU Football

DEKALB  – Single 
game tickets for all six 
Northern Illinois Univer-
sity home football games 
at Huskie Stadium this fall 
go on sale on Wednesday, 
July 5 at 10 a.m. with four-
game “Pick Your Pack” 
mini-plans also available

While the deadline for 
returning season ticket 
members to renew and 
retain their seats for 2023 
is Friday, June 30, season 
tickets remain on sale and 
provide the best overall 
value at as little as $17 per 
game for general admis-
sion seating on the West 
Side of Huskie Stadium 
($102 total). Sit in the 
same reserved seat for all 
six games for just $144 
(sections A, B, F) or $162 
(sections C, D, E).

Buy season tickets 
now anytime, online at 
NIUHuskies.com/myhus-
kies or by calling the NIU 
Athletics Ticket Office at 
815-753-PACK (7225). 
Calls received outside of 
business hours (Monday-
Friday, 9 am-5 pm CT) 
will be returned the next 
business day.  

Single game tickets 
purchased in advance for 
NIU’s Saturday games 
versus Southern Illinois 
(Sept. 9), Tulsa (Sept. 
23), the 116th Homecom-
ing game versus Ohio 
(Oct.14) and Eastern 
Michigan (Oct. 21) are 
priced at $38 and $33 on 
the West and East Sides of 
Huskie Stadium, respec-
tively.  Tickets purchased 
either online or in person 
on the day of the game are 
$5 more ($43 West/$38 
East).  In addition, fans 
who purchase tickets at 
Huskie Stadium on game 
day will be assigned the 
best seats available in the 
section of their choice but 
will not be able to select 
specific seats.

Advance ticket prices 
for NIU’s MACtion games 
versus Ball State on Tues-

Single-game tickets for 2023 season now available
Huskie football team returning several starting players from 2022 campaign

day, Nov. 7 and Western 
Michigan on Tuesday, 
Nov. 14 are $23 (West 
Side) and $18 (East Side) 
and are priced at $28 and 
$23, respectively, on game 
day. As there is no charge 
for parking. 

NIU is offering two 
“Pick Your Pack” mini-
plan options in 2023. 
The Saturday only Pack 
includes a ticket to all 
four Saturday games in the 
same West Side reserved 
seat in section C, D and 
E – situated between the 
25-yard lines - for $150. 
The MACtion/Saturday 
combo Pack includes the 
Tuesday night MACtion 
games versus MAC West 
foes Ball State and West-
ern Michigan, as well as 
any two Saturday games, 
including the Homecom-
ing game on Oct. 14 at 
a price of $115.  “Pick 
Your Pack” beginning on 
Wednesday, July 5 at 10 
a.m. For the MACtion/Sat-
urday Pick Your Pack, call 
815-753-PACK (7225) or 

email huskiestickets@niu.
edu to select your Saturday 
games.

 The 2023 NIU Huskies 
open the season on Sat-

urday, Sept. 2 at Boston 
College before making 
their Huskie Stadium de-
but on Saturday, Sept. 9 
versus Southern Illinois. 

NIU returns 17 starters in 
2023, including eight on 
offense, including 2021 
MAC Championship quar-
terback Rocky Lombardi 

and 2021 all-conference 
wide receiver Trayvon 
Rudolph. The Huskies 
open preseason camp on 
Monday, July 31. 


