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1206 13th Ave., Mendota - (815) 539-5985

Open 7 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-9pm | Thur. 4pm-9pm | Friday & Sat. 11am-10pm
Joe & Ana Arteaga
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HEALTHY EATING - El Zarape Mexican/American Restaurant

Consumer

How to

GROW VEGETABLES
AT HOME

— Vegetables that come from a person’s own garden seem to taste just a little better than the ones bought from a store.

Important
Points:

1. Choose a garden plot
that is relatively free from
debris and gets plenty of
sun.

2. Make a list of vegetables
that appeal to your personal
taste.

3. Research the needs of
the various vegetables you
want to plant.

4. Prepare the plot with a
tiller that will help churn
the first 3-4 inches of soil
and bring up the fresh dirt.

5. Once the seeds are in
the ground, they will need
constant care through the
growth cycle.

Vegetables that come from
a person’s own garden seem to
taste just a little better than the
ones bought from a store. The
gardener has put his heart, soul
and many hours of labor into
creating the garden.

Gardening isn’t easy, but with
some planning and a little luck,
most people can grow their own
vegetables at home.

It all starts with the garden
plot. People should examine
their yard and choose a spot that
is relatively free from debris
and gets plenty of sun. Newbie
gardeners often choose a clear
space, but don’t realize until it’s
too late that it’s covered in shad-
ow most of the day.

The plot lets the gardener
know how much room they have
for various vegetables. The next
step is to actually choose the
vegetables they want to grow.
The easiest way to do is to make
a list of vegetables that appeal
to the gardener’s personal taste,
since they are the ones eating
them.

Research the needs of the
various vegetables such as soil
acidity, water, soil type, etc.,
and make sure it meshes with
the area and time of year. Some

plants grow well in high eleva-
tions, some in lower and others
need to be planted early in the
season and others later.

With the vegetables picked,
it’s time to prepare the plot. A
tiller is the ideal instrument for
creating the plot. This will help
churn the first 3-4 inches of
soil and bring up the fresh dirt.
Rocks, sticks and other debris
must be removed as they can
inhibit growing. A vegetable
garden should be completely
free of debris.

This might be a good time to
test the soil’s acidity and nutri-
ent levels. Different vegetables
grow best in soil that has a
certain acidity range. There are
home tests available or the local
Extension Office may also be
able to help.

If the soil is low in nutrients,
then gardeners can add spe-
cial nutrient rich soil to bolster
nitrogen and other levels. Once
the soil is ready, then it’s time
to plant. Many vegetables are
grown from seed. The size of the
seed depends on the vegetable
and has an impact on spacing.
A pumpkin seed is much larg-
er than a radish seed. Plant the
seeds in the rows and the gar-

dening adventure begins.

With the seeds in the ground,
they will need to be watered
regularly, but not too much.
Vegetables need about an inch
of water a week and many
times simple rainfall isn’t
enough. If the soil is dry and
hard, then it’s time to get out
the hose. If there is a downpour
that week, then the gardener
may not need to water.

Vegetables need constant care
throughout the growth cycle.
The garden should be weeded
regularly with weeds being
pulled out by the roots. Keep
an eye on the leaves and stalks
for insect and animal activity,
watch for spotting on the leaves
and other signs of possible
disease and react according-
ly. Don’t be afraid to talk to a
Master Gardener about tips and
tricks to keep critters and dis-
ease at bay.

A watchful eye and careful
hand may lead to a great crop,
but not always. There are many
factors that can impact vegeta-
ble growth and some are up to
Mother Nature, but following
the harvest, re-examine your
techniques and begin planning
for the next year.
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FINANCE - First State Bank Mendota

Consumer

How to

Important
Points:

1. Mortgage professionals
should be extremely knowl-
edgeable about a wide vari-
ety of loan products.

2. Experienced mortgage
lenders take the time to
gain a thorough under-
standing of a purchaser’s
long-range financial goals.

3. Finding a mortgage
lender in your area is usual-
ly the best.

4. A local lender allows for
close monitoring of your
loan application as they will
be more readily accessible
to answer your questions.

Finding the home of your dreams
can be time-consuming, but once
you’ve found it, most buyers are eager
to close the deal as quickly as possi-
ble. But you should remain patient as
you begin to arrange for financing.
The key is to take as much time as
necessary to do things properly and
select the best mortgage lender for
your needs.

Loan professionals have the
potential to make buying a home
easy. When you work with a lender
who is dedicated to providing great
service, the process is likely to go
smoothly. But if your lender appears
to be focused primarily on securing
large commissions or pushes loan
products that you’re not interested
in, exercise caution.

Mortgage professionals should
be extremely knowledgeable about
a wide variety of loan products and
should be willing to spend as much
time as necessary to explain them.
Solid lenders are eager to answer
buyers’ questions and take pride in
guiding them through what can be a
confusing process.

The best mortgage professionals
keep the borrower’s best interests
and financial priorities in mind.

Do some advance research on
loan options to measure whether you
are dealing with an honest mortgage
professional. Knowing a bit about
loan products before you sit down
with a lender can help you determine
whether he or she is truly concerned
about your needs.

Having at least some knowledge
about the financing process will allow

CHOOSE A
MORTGAGE LENDER

— The best mortgage professionals keep the borrower’s best interests and financial priorities in mind.

you to make a sound assessment of the
mortgage professional’s motivation
and decide whether he or she is a good
fit.

PURCHASER’S RIGHTS
Dealing with mounds of forms,
declarations, and financial terminol-
ogy can be dizzying to the inexperi-
enced homebuyer. However intim-

idating the process may feel, you
should exercise care in making sure
you understand everything you are
signing and the obligations you are
assuming.

A signature cannot be erased, and
buyers may only have a short time —
or no time at all — in which they can
back out.

Even if done within the permis-
sible period, a purchaser still will
likely forfeit any deposit paid if he
does not follow through with the
deal, and he may also owe an addi-
tional amount based on the amount
of the initial mortgage payment. This
can be avoided simply by exercis-
ing sufficient care when signing all
agreements.

If a mortgage lender is rushing
through the paperwork and pres-
suring you to quickly execute the
forms, he is not doing his job prop-
erly. In such a case, the purchaser’s
best interests are being neglected,
and the likelihood of a misunder-
standing grows.

COMMUNICATE WITH
YOUR LENDER
Experienced mortgage lenders take
the time to gain a thorough under-

standing of a purchaser’s long-range
financial goals.

A good lender will want to know
how long the buyer intends to remain
in his or her new home. This type
of knowledge helps him suggest the
mortgage products that best suit the
borrower’s needs. It is a red flag if a
lender fails to ask this kind of ques-
tion.

SEEK LOCAL LENDERS

Finding a mortgage lender in your
area is usually best. Because interest
rates can change on a daily basis, a
local lender is better able to remain
attuned to rapid changes in the local
housing market and will always know
how such changes may affect his or
her clients.

A local lender also allows for closer
monitoring of your loan application as
he will be more readily accessible to
answer any questions you may have.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
PERSONAL REFERRALS

Feel free to ask family members
and friends about their experiences
with mortgage lenders, and if they
are comfortable recommending the
professionals they used for their home
loans.

Word-of-mouth recommendations
offer a great way to identify the very
best professionals in your area. Once
you receive a few possible names,
take the time to verify their pro-
fessional backgrounds so that you
will feel confident in their ability to
provide the sort of quality customer
service you desire.
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HOME - Triple Service

Consumer

How to

CHOOSE AN
HVAC COMPANY

— Whether it is a cold winter day or sweltering hot outside, the HVAC system in your home is important to your comfort and safety.

Important
Points:

1. The best HVAC contrac-
tors are helpful and reliable,
but a poor contractor can
cost you extra money and
heartache.

2. If you are purchasing
new equipment, find out if
you need a separate service
contractor or if routine
maintenance and repairs
are included in the price of
installation.

3. Reputable HVAC com-

panies will usually belong

to recognized professional
and trade organizations.

4, Have a load calculation
done before installing a new
system in any building.

Prolong the life of your HVAC
system and prevent equipment
failure by hiring a qualified pro-
fessional to service and maintain
it.

When your heating or air
conditioning system fails, it can
be a nightmare. Whether it is a
cold winter day or sweltering
hot outside, the HVAC system in
your home is important to your
comfort and safety.

Most people cannot tolerate
extreme temperatures. The elder-
ly and people with chronic health
problems need to have the tem-

perature stabilized in their homes.

The best HVAC contractors are
helpful and reliable, but a poor
contractor can cost you extra
money and heartache.

Ask people in your social
network whom they might recom-
mend. Good word of mouth will
go a long way toward helping
you find the best professionals in
your area.

After creating a list of candi-
dates, call the Better Business
Bureau, your state’s board of con-
tractors or the builders’ associa-
tion to check on their reputations.
Your town’s building inspection
office may also have information
for you. Avoid companies who
have many complaints on their
record.

Upon narrowing the list, call

the remaining ones and ask about
pricing, guarantees and warran-
ties. Also inquire about how long
it would take to complete a job
and the manufacturers’ brands
they use.

If you are purchasing new
equipment, find out if you need a
separate service contractor or if
routine maintenance and repairs
are included in the price of instal-
lation. Does the company provide
around-the-clock emergency
service?

High quality HVAC companies
are fully licensed, bonded and
insured. If a worker is injured or
causes damage to your property,
that insurance should cover it.
Otherwise, you could be liable
for the damages. Your insurance
premiums would likely increase
as a result.

Reputable HVAC companies
will usually belong to recognized
professional and trade organiza-
tions. Some well-known orga-
nizations include the American
Society of Mechanical Engi-
neers, the Air-Conditioning and
Refrigeration Institute, and the
American Society of Heating, Re-
frigeration and Air-Conditioning
Engineers. Membership in one of
these organizations is not auto-
matic. Applicants are required to
have certain certifications, meet
professional standards and meet

or exceed other requirements
before they are admitted.

Before any work begins, verify
that all the required building
permits are in place. Most com-
panies will file permits on your
behalf at the local building codes
office. But don’t assume that it
has happened. Check with the
permitting office first. Work done
without proper permits could
result in a fine and time delay.

Have a load calculation done
before installing a new system in
any building. The best companies
perform a thorough calculation
rather than estimate. Buildings
change over time due to founda-
tions cracking or settling. It will
affect the efficiency of any equip-
ment.

The HVAC company shouldn’t
use the old unit to determine the
proper size of a new one. If your
old unit was inadequate, you
will want to install a unit that is
a different size. Speak with your
HVAC installer to determine the
right size and model for you.

Ask your HVAC contractor to
perform annual checkups to veri-
fy that the unit is running at peak
efficiency. This is your system’s
yearly physical.

With these tips, you can
choose a reliable HVAC business
that will help you for years to
come.

A6 * HOW TO GUIDE

Advertising Supplement to The Mendota Reporter - July 26, 2023



Tr'ple Keeping you family
Z Service safe and comfortable
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*PLUMBING *HEATING COOLING
*ELECTRIC «INDOOR AIR QUALITY

Indoor Air Quality and your home
Did you know that poor outdoor air quality can

cause the air inside your home to be unhealthy to

breathe? Indoor air quality is a global issue. Both
short- and long-term exposure to indoor air
pollution can cause a range of health issues,
including respiratory diseases, heart disease,
cognitive deficits, and cancer. Give our dedicated
team a call today to see how we can help!

Need Solutions?

*WATER CONDITIONING
*DUCT CLEANING & SEALING
*LUXURY BATH SOLUTIONS

(815) 539-3828

www. TripleServicelnc.com

* UVlLights e Duct Cleaning
e Electronic Air Filtration e Air Filtration
Systems

' ————————————————— - - : I ----------------- I I -— . :
. S50 IJFI-'; ! 0% FINANCING ! :
[ ] 1 ]
, YOUR NEXT SERVICE ! | AVAILABLE ' SAVINGS :
: 815-539-3828 ¥ 815-539-3828 T 815-539-3828 :
' www._TripleServicelnc.com ! Www._TripleServicelnc.com 1! www_TripleServicelnc.com "
: “One coupon per i fion. Not fo be bined with any other offers. Not Il ' “One coupon per ransaction. Not fo be combined with any other offers. Not 1 4 “One coupon per fr dion. Not to be combined with any other offers. Not 1

valid on prior services. Min. service provided $208. Must present coupon to 1 1 valid on prior services. Min. service provided $299. Must present coupon to 1 ] valid on prior services. Min. service provided $299. Must present coupon to 1
g redesm. Coupon expires 8/31/2023 : redeem. More Details- call 815-530-3828 Coupon expires 8/31/2023 . redeem. More Details- call 815-539-2828 Coupon expires 8/31/2023 .
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HOME - Maze Lumber

Consumer

How to

CHOOSE KITCHEN
AND BATH DESIGN

— Your kitchen, bathroom or entire house remodel should be functional, attractive and within your budget.

Any builder or real estate agent will
tell you that upgraded, stylish kitchens
and bathrooms are the most in-demand
areas of a home to remodel for your
own comfort and pleasure or to sell
your home.

Kitchen and bath remodeling can
improve your home’s value and increase
its charm. This is especially true if your
current kitchen and baths are dated and
showing their age. And while remodel-
ing can be costly, these are areas where
you don’t want to cut corners. After all,
you use your kitchen and bath every
day you are in your home.

If it’s time for some updates in your
home, here are some things to con-
sider with regard to kitchen and bath
remodeling.

Function

Functionality is paramount. What
exactly will you be doing in this room?
Doyoueatinyourkitchen, orinadining
room? Some people get dressed in their
bathroom, while others put on clothing
in their bedrooms.

Make a list of all the activities you
perform in the room. Prioritize this list
from most important to the least.

Upon finishing this list, figure outthe
items you need to store in your bathroom
or kitchen. Do you really need to have
the washer and dryer near your kitchen
or bathroom? Can you create a closet
in your bathroom?

Next, create afloor plan. Think about
your traffic pattern as you complete
tasks. When you are tired from a hard
day, youwill be glad you thought ahead.

Some people use their kitchen to
entertain guests. If that is your prefer-
ence, include it in your floor plan. You
might want to add a bar or table for
entertaining.

Everyone wishes that they had more
storage space, so be sure to build it into
your design.

Décor

Look for inspiration. Leaf through
home design magazines to find appeal-
ing designs. Make notes on what you
like most about each design scheme.

Also consider watching home design
shows or looking on the Internet. You
can often find the most up-to-date in-
formation from those sources.

If you are redecorating to sell your
home, keep in mind what future home-
owners may enjoy. In the kitchen, con-
sider using stainless steel appliances.
They usually are easy to clean.

Neutral flooring is always a good
option. These floor coverings consist of
sustainable, low-maintenance material.
They are a good choice for any kitchen
or bathroom.

Neutral paint may open up opportu-
nities fora variety of decorating options.
It could make it easier to change the de-
cor in the future. If you sell your home,
it allows potential buyers to visualize
their own preferences in that space.

Of course, any room you design must
be coordinated with the design of other
rooms in your home. If your house has
a contemporary, modern or traditional
design, you will want the kitchen and
bath to blend with that decor.

Experts suggest that you spend most
of'yourmoney on countertops. Itis often
a focal point in any room.

Small accent pieces can also help
boost your design. Pick unique pieces
that display your personality.

Budget

Remodeling can be expensive.
Experts recommend you spend up to
20 percent of your home’s value on

remodeling the kitchen, and less than
that on remodeling the bath.

Youcansave money by addinga coat
of fresh paint to your current kitchen
cabinets or installing energy efficient
appliances. Leave some room in your
budget to hire a professional to do elec-
trical and plumbing work, along with
other chores you are uncomfortable with
doing yourself. It will save you money
in the long run.

How to Choose a Kitchen Remod-
eling Company

Many homeowners delay remodel-
ing because the process can seem so
daunting. Don’t be put off by the task.

Contacting kitchen remodeling
companies in your community to get
a rough idea about cost and scope of
the project you have in mind is a good
placeto start. Your local home improve-
ment store might have information for
licensed contractors in the area.

Once you have compiled a list of
professionals, ask them for quotes. They
will likely have to visit your home to
look at the room. Estimates should be
based on the total work that needs to
be done.

Ifyou find someone who hesitates to
give you a quote in writing, cross them
oft your list and look for someone who
is more forthcoming.

Sometimes, remodeling requires
work from a sub-contractor. It is
difficult to know at the beginning
whether sub-contractors will be nec-
essary. Chances are, if you receive
similar information from several
different professionals, you can trust
the advice.

Another aspect of any estimate will
be time. Ask each contractor about the
time it will take to complete the project.

All professionals should be able to finish
the project in roughly the same amount
of time. If there are any contractors
that vary greatly from the average time
frame, you should ask them why they
differ so greatly.

After narrowing down your list,
check each individual’s or company’s
references to ensure their reputation.
Speak directly to anyone who has
hired them for previous work. Inquire
about the quality and dependability of
the workers.

If anyone is unable to provide you
with references or contact information,
you might want to reconsider using
them.

Onceyouhavedecided onalicensed
contractor or kitchen remodeling com-
pany, ask to view the contract. This
document should specify any task
involved in the project, including its
cost and time for completion.

Before signing, request proof of the
individual or company’s licensure. Be
sure that they have current accident
insurance coverage. If they do not, you
might be liable for any accidents that
occur on your property.

When sub-contractors are used, they
should beunder the umbrella ofthe head
contracting company. If not, separate
written contracts may be necessary.
Review each sub-contractor just as
you would the head contractor: check
references, licensure and insurance
coverage.

Choosing the people who will re-
model your kitchen is an important
decision. Finding someone who will
stay within a budget and complete the
job in a timely manner will go a long
way toward giving you satisfaction with
the end result.
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MAZE LUMBER

BUILD IT ONCE. BUILD IT RIGHT.

NEW HOMES

KITCHENS " FIREPLACES
815-223-1742 | 1100 Water St, Peru

MAZELUMBER.COM
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PERSONAL PROTECTION - First State Insurance

Consumer

How to

CHOOSE AN
INSURANCE AGENCY

— Find an insurance agency that offers the right combination of service, coverage and affordable price.

Important
Points:

1. Identify a skilled agent
willing to guide you
through the process.

2. Make sure you pick a
company that is highly re-
garded by consumers.

3. Secure the appropriate
type and amount of insur-
ance to adequately protect
yourself and your financial
future.

Your financial future depends
upon appropriate insurance cover-
age. Shopping for the right insur-
ance agent can sometimes be a chal-
lenge. You want to find a company
that offers the right combination of
service, coverage and an affordable
price.

The problem may simply be one
of not knowing how to identify
reputable, experienced agents. It is
vital to keep in mind the fact that
everyone needs to have the right
type of insurance coverage in place.
A seasoned agent can help make
that happen for his or her clients.

Prior to choosing your insurance
coverage, it is necessary to identify
a skilled agent willing to guide you
through the process. You should al-
ways conduct a thorough study into
multiple agents in order to find the
best one for your needs.

A great way to start is to ask
friends, family members and col-
leagues that you know and trust for
referrals. If you receive a recom-
mendation, there is a strong likeli-
hood that you will have the same
type of positive experience as the
person providing the referral.

Talented agents know that offer-
ing great service is the best way to
keep receiving personal recommen-
dations and increase business. If
you are satisfied with your agent’s
work, they would surely appreciate
your willingness to refer friends and
relatives in the future.

Those who have not had the

benefit of a personal recommenda-
tion are free to conduct their own
research. It may be wise to begin by
making inquiries of individual com-
panies and brokers.

Selecting a large insurer offers
greater uniformity among agents, as
they will have undergone the same
types of training and be subject to
the same policies. However, they
may also lack creativity and inno-
vation in the way they handle their
accounts.

Thorough deliberation is critical
when shopping for the best agent.
Treat the research process as you
would if you were purchasing a new
car or home.

Make sure that you pick a compa-
ny that is highly regarded by con-
sumers. You should also verify that
any prospective agent possesses all
necessary licenses and training.

Once you have narrowed your
list of possible agents, it is a good
idea to meet with each one. Have a
list of questions and concerns ready
so that you can gather all of the
information you need. Be certain
that you feel comfortable with their
answers before you take the process
any further.

If you feel as if an agent is try-
ing to get you to purchase a policy
that does not meet your needs, you
should proceed cautiously. Simply
inform the agent that you need more
information and are not ready to
make a decision immediately.

If you are working with the right

kind of agent, they will allow you
to take as much time as you need
to collect all of the facts and details
necessary to make your decision.
They will also treat you like as a
good teacher would — giving you
lots of useful information — rather
than as a high-pressure salesperson.

Also make sure that your agent is
available and willing to have an on-
going relationship with you. If the re-
lationship ends once the sale is made,
you will be at a clear disadvantage. If
your dialogue is a continuing one, you
will be able to contact your agent if
you have any questions or concerns.
This could even include seeking help
with filing a claim should the need
ever arise.

Take caution to choose an agent
that is reputable and established. If
your agent has been in the business
for many years, chances are they
will better understand the policies
that they sell and be able to take
extra care to ensure that you are
properly protected.

It is important to secure the appro-
priate type and amount of insurance
to adequately protect yourself and
your financial future. Thorough
research needs to be done to make
certain that you have purchased
insurance coverage tailored to your
specific circumstances.

You, your family and your financ-
es will reap the benefits of the extra
effort. A seasoned, skilled insurance
agent is an invaluable resource for
safeguarding your future.
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Farm insurance you can truly depend on
to look out for your best interests each and
every day.

Mendota Mutual Insurance Company
covers your rural home, personal
belongings, outbuildings and farm
equipment.

Contact First State Insurance today to

see what coverage is right for you. ——
e Ll _haﬁ:':‘:% ;‘. '[,'«". e o

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

FARM - HOME - CROP - HAIL - AUTO - LIFE
COMMERCIAL - BONDS - HEALTH

715 Washington Street, Mendota * 815-539-5651

07262023
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HEALTH - Hammers Hearing Care Center

Consumer

How to

CHOOSE A
HEARING SPECIALIST

— When looking for a competent dispenser, be sure they are licensed by the State and provide you with a trial period.

Important
Points:

1. In order to benefit from
hearing aids, you have to
first admit that you have a
permanent hearing prob-
lem.

2. Make a personal choice
to seek help with a good
attitude. The fundamental
requirement to overcome
your hearing problem is
your desire and determina-
tion to hear better.

3. Learn all you can about
your hearing problem.

4. Set realistic expecta-
tions. Your hearing aid’s job
is to help you hear better,
not perfectly.

5. The keys to success with
hearing aids are practice,
time and patience.

Types of Hearing Loss

Hearing loss is grouped according to
the location of the damage or defect. The
types are: conductive and sensorineural.
Conductive losses occur when sound waves
are blocked by damage or obstruction in the
outer or middle ear. Voices and sounds may
sound faint, distorted or both.

Approximately 20 percent of people
with complaints of hearing loss suffer from
this type of loss. Conductive losses may be
treatable either medically or surgically. Sen-
sorineural, also known as nervetype hearing
loss, is commonly associated with the aging
process. The inner ear or auditory nerve
cannot deliver signals to the brain correctly,
due to damage or improper formation. This
will cause sound to be distorted. Patients
may complain that people seem to mumble
or that they cannot hear speech well. Ap-
proximately 80 percent of adult patients with
complaints of hearing loss suffer from this
type of problem. A dispenser with proper
assessment and fitting of hearing aids may
help sensorineural losses.

While each hearing loss is unique, most
people share common results from their loss.
They often feel isolated from their surround-
ings. It is often more difficult to meet new
people or face new surroundings. They often
complain of appearing incompetent or feel-
ing insecure. There is good news. This type
of hearing loss can be helped with the use of
properly fitted hearing instruments.

Hearing Aids

Hearing aids fill the gap created by a
hearing loss by receiving and amplifying
sound. Hearing aids cannot restore your
hearing to what it once was, but if treated
early, hearing aids can dramatically improve
your quality of life. Today, we have many
different styles and circuitries available,
from the all-in-the-ear model to the com-
pletely-in-the-canal model. Also available
are the 100 percent fully digital hearing aids
with multiple functions including directional
microphone technology. This technology
actually allows you to focus in on the speak-

Oneinevery 11 Americans has some
degree of hearingloss. For those aged

65 and older, the ratio is almost one
in three.

er and reduce the background noise. It is
important to note that when you get hearing
aids, your wear them as much as possible.
This is the best way for you to get used to
them and the way they work. This also helps
you to become more skilled at recognizing
sound direction, learning what hearing aid
settings work bet in different situations and
using visual clues in difficult hearing envi-
ronments. Patience is the key. Your friends
and family can be very helpful in the whole
process. Encourage them to speak to you in
a normal voice without over enunciating or
over emphasizing their lip movements. This
will give you the practice you need learning
how to use your hearing aids.

Where to Seek Help

The first step should be a professional
hearing examination conducted by a state
licensed clinician. This will help determine
the level and type of hearing loss. The prop-
er treatment with either medical attention or
a hearing aid will be recommended. With
today’s modern technology many hearing
losses can be successfully corrected with a
hearing aid. However, only about 25 percent
of those people who could benefit from the
use of a hearing aid actually do so. The most
important thing to consider is how comfort-
able you are with the audiologist or dispens-
er who is treating you.

Audiologists and dispensers are trained
to diagnose and treat hearing loss. When
looking for a competent dispenser, be sure
they are licensed by the State and provide
you with a trial period. Be sure you are com-

fortable with the dispenser you choose and
that they are willing to work with you. The
clinician’s responsibility is to help you select
the hearing aid that is right for your hearing
loss, not just sell you a product.

It is also very important to find a hearing
center that is near your home, as you will
have to make frequent visits for check-ups
and adjustments.

Questions to Think About
* How do hearing aids work?
* What is the difference in the various
types of hearing aid circuits?
* Why do hearing aids that look alike cost
differently?

e Is there a trial or adjustment period?
Find a clinician you feel comfortable
with. It is in the quieter details of life that

we find the greatest pleasure: the piano
recital of a grandchild, dinner conversa-
tion with close friends, a morning of golf
with a son or daughter. But as time passes,
it is the quieter details that become harder
to hear. The majority of hearing losses are
a result of aging. Other possible causes
are prolonged exposure to loud noises,
heredity, certain illnesses and medications.
However, the most common form of hear-
ing loss is called “nerve deafness.” This
comes about as a result of the fact that the
cochlea (inner ear) and auditory nerves

do not properly transmit their signals to
the brain. One of every 11 Americans has
some degree of hearing loss. For those
aged 65 and older, the ratio is almost one
in three.
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AUDIBEL.
Come in and meet your Mendota
Audibel Representative

Tricia
. | Hammers-Mudge

/ Hearing Instrument Specialist
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Trade-in your
current hearing
aids for up te
$1,500 off of the
latest technology

THIS WEEK ONLY!

Hammers Hearing Care Center |t

Hearing Screening

$1 ,000 off a pair FREE ear
of Intriguel Al

Hearing| Aids & inspection!*

$500 Oﬁ Single “Withi purchase of;
hearing aid. Intrigue’AllHearing Aids:

07262023

901 Maill St. s Mellllﬂta o 815'224'2445 1-600-957-2609
CareCredit _ asterC:

Open every Wednesday 9 am - 3 pm hammershearing.com
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FINANCE - Eureka Savings Bank

Consumer

How to

Top Five Things You
Should Know About

Your Bank...
1. Do they have the financial prod-
ucts and services you need?
2. Are there hidden fees?
3. Do they care about you, not just
your money?
4. Are they convenient enough for
your lifestyle?
5. Do they support your commu-
nity?

* % %
There are many factors to consid-
er when choosing a bank. Some
consumers think that all banks are
the same; others are lured by free
checking offers and giveaways. But
there’s a lot more to think about
than what you can get for free.
What else should you be looking for
in a bank?

What Do You Need?
Banks have most of the basics in
common - checking, savings, loans.
But it’s important to think about
what you’ll need from your bank
now and in the future. Ask your
banker what types of different
accounts they offer, but also look for
other things you might need, such
as:

o A checking account that lets you
write all the checks you need

o Availability of accounts and ser-
vices for your business

o Loans for your business, home or
personal use

o Retirement and investment ac-
counts

» Monthly account maintenance fees
o Minimum balance requirements

o Overdraft protection

o Online banking

o Direct deposit

CHOOSE
A BANK

— Get the most bank for your buck!

Considering the amount of
time and effort people generally
spend on most financial deci-
sions, it is surprising how little
they sometimes put in to select-
ing the right.

A broad array of financial is-
sues can be impacted by the type
of banking services used, so it is
important to keep a few things in
mind when selecting a bank.

Interest Rates
and Fees Charged

A bank’s competitiveness is
often measured by the interest
rates it offers. It is not uncom-
mon for the savings account in-
terest rates offered by different
banks to vary, but the majority
of institutions make adjustments
to rates according to changes in
the federal funds rate.

On first glance, variations in
interest rates might seem incon-
sequential, but when substantial
deposit amounts are involved,
the difference can be significant.

It is typical for banks to as-
sess fees and other charges for
particular sorts of transactions.
As an example, a checking ac-
count may permit only a certain
number of checks to be written
each month before a charge
is incurred. Other banks may

require customers to maintain
a minimum balance in order to
keep their accounts active.

Personal Convenience
Another key element of se-
lecting the right bank is that of

convenience. It makes sense

to identify banks that feature
multiple branches in the areas
you travel most, including the
areas where you live, work and
frequently visit.

Overdraft Safeguards

You might have an accidental
overdraft occasionally. Banks
have different policies regarding
overdrafts.

Some banks offer over-
draft coverage in the form of a
high-interest line of credit that
is accessed only in the event of
a bounced check. Other institu-
tions simply charge fees each
time an overdraft occurs.

At other banks, overdrafts are
afforded no coverage at all. It is
important to research the over-
draft policies of multiple banks
before making a final selection.

Institutional Stability
Many people fail to consider a
bank’s stability when choosing a
financial institution. Before you

entrust your money to a bank,
you should take a look at its his-
tory and financial condition.

Typically, deposited funds are
invested by banks under a frac-
tional reserve banking system,
and a bank with a clean balance
sheet will be the most able to
weather any turbulence caused
by market corrections.

The majority of banks are
insured by the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation for up
to $250,000 per depositor. This
value can vary depending on
the type and number of ac-
counts held by a customer.

That is not to say that fail-
ures are completely impossible.
A solid bank will have limited
exposure to toxic assets that put
its balance sheet at risk.

Services You Need

Most banks offer a wide range
of services. Whether you need to
take out a loan or open a check-
ing account, choose a bank that
fulfills your needs at the lowest
cost, while offering the maxi-
mum convenience possible.

Careful and vigilant shoppers
can look forward to positive ex-
periences by taking the time to
select a trustworthy commercial
bank.
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Don’t Take A Gamble
On Your Lender

You wouldn’t choose just
any old house, so why choose
just any old lender. You need

. an experienced, reputable
99 lender that can offer you a
great loan at a great rate.

You need us.

We offer a wide range of
conventional and
" non-conventional financing
options and will work hard to
find the right one for you.

Swnetra Savi

www.eurekasavings.com BANK

250 Marquette St. 1300 13th Ave. 101 N. Columbia Ave. 2959 Peoria St. 105 West 1st South St.
LaSalle, IL 61301 Mendota, IL 61342 Ogleshy, IL 61348 Peru, IL 61354 Wenona, IL 61377
Ph. 223-0700 Ph. 539-5656 Ph. 883-3354 Ph. 223-9400 Ph: 853-4333

07272022
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ﬂrststatebank b|z | 815. 539 3834

Chris Holdenrid Jess Newcomer Coi:y Biers

Senior VP, Retail Loan Officer Senior VP, Loans
Mortgage Loans NMLS #1706893 NMLS #477892
NMLS #461073 .

FIRST STATE BANK —_
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