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McCammond 
earns scholarship
The Byron PEO Chapter 
recently awarded a 
scholarship to Stillman 
Valley’s Madison 
McCammond. Page 2
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Last Hillclimb (of the year) and Bike Show 

~ Vintage ~
~ Stock ~

~ Custom ~

across the street from White Pines State Park  

Noon Start Time 

$15 donations | Under 12 - FREE

For more information, please visit our 

Facebook page or www.rrrmc.org

Hillclimb & Bike Show

Sunday, July 16

(Rain date July 23)

Rock River Riders  
Rock River Riders  

Motorcycle Club
Motorcycle Club

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Sunday, June 25, a house 
dedication and blessing 
was hosted by Habitat for 
Humanity of Ogle County 
for its latest completed 
build at 110 S. 9th St. 
Ashlie Minton, a mother 
of four, was chosen as the 
homeowner and helped 
build the home along with 
volunteers and her family. 

The new home is the 
county organization’s 13th 
overall and third build in 
Rochelle. Work on the site 
began in early October.

“In November, we stood 
here at our groundbreaking 
and hoped to get the base-
ment covered and closed in 
before a bad winter came,” 
Habitat Board President 
Gail Tuttle said. “Instead, 
we got a deck in, the walls 
up and the roof on and 
God was great in giving 
us great weather so we 
could get that done. This 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — HOPE 
of Ogle County, a non-profit 
organization that helps sur-
vivors of domestic abuse, 
has recently seen its federal 
funding cut for the next three 
years, HOPE Executive 
Director Ruth Carter said. 

HOPE of Ogle County 
provides safety planning, 
support, shelter and referrals 
while empowering survi-
vors to build a safe and 
peaceful future. It offers 
counseling, assistance and 
resources to those who are 
contending with the effects 
of abusive relationships. 
The nonprofit is available 

24/7 to listen and provide 
support and Order of 
Protection services are 
available as well. HOPE 
has offices in Rochelle, 
Oregon and Polo.

Earlier this year, HOPE 
received notification that 
organizations that are re-
cipients of federal funds 
VOCA (Victim of Crime 
Act) and VAWA (Vio-
lence Against Women 
Act) would see at least a 
52.7 percent cut. VOCA 
was previously one of 
HOPE’s largest funders. 
During the application pro-
cess, HOPE reduced its 
application amount with the 
cut in mind, and two weeks 
ago found out there would 

be even more of a cut than 
52.7 percent.

“The cut for HOPE of 
Ogle County for VOCA and 
VAWA funding combined 
is $228,441 for the next 
three years,” Carter said. 
“The message I’d like to 
send is that the community 
support that we have from 
our local grants and ongoing 
donations we get from the 
community all help us keep 
everything moving. I don’t 
think there’s anything we’re 
going to be able to do about 
the funding aspect of VOCA 
and VAWA. It was a surprise 
to many domestic violence 
agencies.”

See HOPE page 2

Habitat hosts dedication and blessing 
for new home, Rochelle family

‘There were so many people involved in this project along the way’

allowed the interior work 
to continue throughout the 
winter and lo and behold, 
we stand here on June 25 
dedicating the house fin-
ished. This house can be 
lived in today.”

The event began with a 
welcome by Tuttle and an 

opening prayer by Pastor 
Rick Eldred, chaplain at 
Unity Hospice. The lita-
ny of life to dedicate the 
home was then read by 
attendees. Tuttle presented 
a Bible to the Minton fam-
ily and Habitat Executive 
Director Sheri Anspaugh 

presented a basket with 
symbolic items. Don & 
Barb Roberts of the Habitat 
Board presented keys to 
the Mintons, who spoke, 
along with Rochelle Mayor 
John Bearrows. Eldred 
then led a blessing of the 
home. After the closing of 

the ceremony, attendees 
toured the home.

Posters were made for 
the event that recognized 
volunteers that helped with 
the build and businesses 
that donated time and 
services to it. Tuttle said 
the construction team’s 
attention to detail allowed 
it to finish in 6-7 months. 
She thanked the financial 
team, other volunteers, 
former Executive Director 
Vanessa White-Broome, 
Anspaugh, Bearrows and 
the city and local busi-
nesses.

“Make sure you look at 
these posters,” Tuttle said. 
“These are the people that 
built this house. I want 
to recognize our partner 
family: Ashlie and her four 
children. Our family selec-
tion committee worked to 
choose them. Thank you 
to all of you that made this 
day possible. It’s another 
family in another home.”

See HOME page 2

HOPE of Ogle County sees federal 
funding cut: ‘It was disheartening’

‘I want to make sure people know that we still have all of our services’
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FREE HEARING TEST

You’re invited to a
VIP EVENT

REDEEMABLE ONLY BY:

Advanced Hearing Aid Service

URGENT! A QUICK RESPONSE WILL GUARANTEE AN APPOINTMENT!

WINS!

Don’t forget to bring in this 
card in with you!

GOOD FOR: 
$500.00 on any pair of
LLiivviioo ddiiggiittaall aaiiddss

or half price on top of the line 
hearing instruments!!!

MINIMUM REDEMPTION
VALUE

NOT NEGOTIABLE

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
MSI

2 DAYS ONLY !!!
at Hy Vee
in Clinton

901 South 4th Street

852 Middle Road Ste 104
Bettendorf, IA 52722

1 T1 P1 *******AUTO**5-DIGIT 52722

Mr. Joey Dersham
1151 432nd Ave
Teeds Grove, IA 52771-9002
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Help may be much easier than you think.
We offer a complete line of better hearing
options. If you or a loved one is experiencing 
difficulty communicating, we humbly offer
our services. Michael Roush

Owner, BC-HIS
Amanda Bagby 
Audioprosthologist 

IINNTTRROODDUUCCIINNGG RREECCHHAARRGGEEAABBLLEE HHEEAARRIINNGG AAIIDDSS
EEnnjjooyy tthhee rreelliiaabbiilliittyy ooff rreecchhaarrggeeaabbllee hheeaarriinngg aaiiddss..

 Enjoy continuous, stable and uninterrupted power
 throughout your day.
 Recharge your batteries while you sleep.
 Avoid the hassle of disposable batteries.
 Starkey Artificial Intelligence actually learns

BETTENDORF
852 Middle Rd, Ste. 104, Bettendorf, IA 52722

563-355-3261
MOLINE

1550 52nd Avenue, Moline, IL 61265

309-797-7160

Every adult over 50 should be tested 
regularly, but especially if:

 You hear, but don’t understand
 People seem to mumble
 You have trouble hearing due to

background noise

The Best Just Got Better!
Starkey Hearing Technologies announces EEVVOOLLVV AAII.

A Hearing Aid So Smart It Is Simple ALWAYS ON - ALWAYS EFFORTLESS
15,000 calculations per second! Get your hearing tested today!

Appointments are limited, please call

888-700-4327
RREECCHHAARRGGEEAABBLLEE

EE XX CC II TT II NN GG NN EE WW SS !!
Starkey Livio digital aids

$$ 22 ,, 55 00 00 PP EE RR SS EE TT !!
w i t h  c o u p o n

Starkey Hearing Technologies. The nation’s leading hearing aid
manufacturer announces a new line of budget hearing aids.

Already wear Hearing Aids? Consider trading up…
These are better!!!
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Starkey Hearing Technologies. The nation’s leading hearing aid
manufacturer announces a new line of budget hearing aids.

Already wear Hearing Aids? Consider trading up…
These are better!!!

Help may be much easier than you think.
We offer a complete line of better hearing
options. If you or a loved one is experiencing 
difficulty communicating, we humbly offer
our services. Michael Roush

Owner, BC-HIS
Amanda Bagby
Audioprosthologist
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MOLINE 

1550 52nd Avenue, Moline, IL 61265 

309-797-7160

Every adult over 50 should be tested 
regularly, but especially if:

 You hear, but don’t understand
 People seem to mumble
 You have trouble hearing due to

background noise

The Best Just Got Better!
Starkey Hearing Technologies announces EEVVOOLLVV AAII.

A Hearing Aid So Smart It Is Simple ALWAYS ON - ALWAYS EFFORTLESS
15,000 calculations per second! Get your hearing tested today!
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Starkey Hearing Technologies. The nation’s leading hearing aid
manufacturer announces a new line of budget hearing aids.

Already wear Hearing Aids? Consider trading up…
These are better!!! A QUICK RESPONSE WILL 

GUARANTEE AN APPOINTMENT!

You’re Invited to a VIP EVENT
Wednesday, July 19th
Thursday, July 20th

Snyder Pharmacy, 100 W. Blackhawk, Byron
Appointments Encouraged: 888-700-4327

 Enjoy the reliability of rechargeable hearing aids.
• Enjoy continuous, stable and uniterrupted 

power throughout your day
• Recharge your batteries while you sleep
• Avoid the hassle of disposable batteries.

• Starkey Artificial Intelligence actually learns

INTRODUCING RECHARGEABLE HEARING AIDS

FREE HEARING TEST
Every adult over 50 should be tested

regularly, but especially if:
• You hear, but don’t understand

• People seem to mumble
• You have trouble hearing due to

background noise
The Best Just Got Better!

Starkey Hearing Technologies announces GENESIS AI.
A Hearing Aid So Smart It Thinks Like You Do

80 million personalized adjustments every hour Get your hearing tested today!
Appointments are limited, please call

888-700-4327

Help may be much easier than you think.  
We offer a complete line of better hearing 
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difficulty communicating, we humbly offer 
our services. Michael Roush

Owner, BC-HIS
Amanda Bagby
Audioprosthologist
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Starkey Hearing Technologies. The nation’s leading hearing aid
manufacturer announces a new line of budget hearing aids.

Already wear Hearing Aids? Consider trading up…
These are better!!!

TWO DAYS ONLY!

URGENT! 

Free Hearing Test
This event is free of charge

CALL TODAY!

So advanced 
it is simple. 

Bar and Kitchen Open at 4PM
Carry out and kitchen are open:  

Monday 4pm-7pm, Wednesday 4pm-8pm & Friday 4pm-8pm

Fish, chicken and shrimp  
carry out on Fridays! 
BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm

Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851
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20
22

Game machines open Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday 4-Close

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

From page 1

As part of Habitat pol-
icy, Minton was required 
to complete a minimum 
of 200 hours of “sweat 
equity” work on the build 
and will have a mortgage 
on the home. Overall, 48 
volunteers were on the site 
during the build. There 
were 2,284 construction 
hours. 

Bearrows said Habitat 
for Humanity has always 
been special to him and 
that humanitarian work 
is “more important than 
ever” today. 

“Whether it’s building 
a house, building ramps or 

doing repairs for those that 
can’t, they do that work 
in our community and it’s 
very welcomed by the city 
and we’re happy to be a 
part of it,” Bearrows said. 
“I’m thankful to those that 
donated property. They 
didn’t want any recogni-
tion, and they did it for the 
right reason. I think that 
says a lot for our commu-
nity. I hope we see more of 
these houses in Rochelle 
and congratulations to the 
family.”

Don Roberts, the con-
struction lead, said the 
build couldn’t have hap-
pened without “great sup-
port from the community” 

From page 1

Carter said that while 
HOPE will continue to offer 
all of its programs, the fund-
ing cut prevented it from 
rehiring an adult counselor 
that it planned for, which 
will cause clients to wait 
longer before getting into 
counseling appointments. 
The cut also caused HOPE 
to move its children’s coun-
seling position to part-time 
(24 hours a week). HOPE 
also had to cut one of its 
offices as well, its outreach 
office at the Ogle County 
Services building. 

“I wish I knew exactly 
why the funding was cut,” 
Carter said. “Four-to-five 
years ago, we began receiv-
ing more VOCA funding. 
And now, sexual assault, 
domestic violence and 
child advocacy agencies all 
saw a cut. I think domestic 
violence had the biggest hit 
throughout the state. They 
said there’s a good chance 
that there will be an increase 
after the next three years. 
They’re optimistic that there 
will be more funds.”

Carter said current em-
ployee layoffs have not had 
to occur due to the funding 
cuts. The nonprofit was 
also “blessed” that IDHS 
(Illinois Department of 
Human Services) funding 
saw an increase last year 
and HOPE was able to make 
renovations to its domestic 
abuse shelter ADA (Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act) 
compliant. 

“We were able to hold on 
to staff, but couldn’t hire an 
additional shelter advocate 
like we wanted,” Carter 
said. “The advocates that 
we have are doing a good 
job compensating for all of 
that. Our domestic violence 

advocates cover the shelter 
and hotline and the majority 
of them are part-time advo-
cates. We’re a 24/7 agency 
with a hotline and we always 
have to have someone here 
at the office and somebody 
always answering the ho-
tline. Running an agency 
that is 24/7 that also shelters 
is a lot more expensive than 
the average social service 
agency.”

In 2022, HOPE provid-
ed services to 457 clients, 
including 347 adults and 
110 children. It provided 
7,304 hours of services and 
sheltered 80 individuals, 
including 40 adults and 
40 children throughout the 
year. 

Carter said the need 
for domestic violence ser-
vices “is always there” and 
has “never waned.” Even 
throughout COVID-19, 
HOPE had to drop its shelter 
numbers due to restrictions, 
but numbers in general did 
not go down. Carter said 
her organization has seen 
“a real increase” in “more 
dangerous cases” of domes-
tic violence in recent years. 

Over the years with more 
funding and support, HOPE 
has been able to build up 
its services in Ogle County 

and reach more people in 
the rural communities and 
more Latinx survivors, 
Carter said. 

“This funding cut feels 
like we’re still grasping for 
the funds that we need,” 
Carter said. “It was disheart-
ening. You really want all of 
the services to be available 
to everybody right away. 
Some folks are going to 
have to wait a little bit for 
counseling, but I want to 
make sure people know 
that we still have all of our 
services available. We’ll 
continue to seek out grants 
and funding to make sure 
that we’re always running. I 
want people to know we’re 
here and that we can serve 
them if they need us.”

HOPE of Ogle County 
is approaching its 40th 
anniversary and is planning 
a 40-year celebration in 
October, which is Domes-
tic Violence Awareness 
Month. The date is to be 
determined. Donations can 
be made to support HOPE 
of Ogle County online at 
https://hopedv.org/donate.
html. If you would prefer to 
mail a monetary donation, 
please mail it to: HOPE of 
Ogle County, P.O. Box 131, 
Rochelle IL 61068.

HOPE: Cut prevents rehiring of counselor
“I wish I knew exactly why the 
funding was cut. Four-to-five years 
ago, we began receiving more 
VOCA funding. And now, sexual 
assault, domestic violence and 
child advocacy agencies all saw a 
cut. I think domestic violence had 
the biggest hit throughout the 
state.”

Ruth Carter

including many local 
businesses and “a lot of 
hard work from a ded-
icated volunteer base.” 
He thanked those that 
were relied on routinely 
during the build before he 
presented the keys to the 
home to Minton. 

“We’ve been using 
these keys a lot over the 
past several months to 
come and go through these 
doors as we’ve worked 
to turn all these materials 
into a house,” Don Roberts 
said. “Now it’s time to turn 
them over to you so you 
can hopefully spend many 
happy years coming and 
going through the same 
doors as you work to turn 
this house into a home for 
you and your family while 
creating many new and 
happy memories along 
the way.”

Minton and family 
thanked the Habitat or-
ganization for the oppor-
tunity and presented gifts 
to volunteers. She thanked 
her own family and friends 
that helped along the way 
as well. 

“This is huge for us,” 
Minton said. “There’s lots 
of different ways that this 
impacts us. This is monu-
mental and life-changing 
for all of us. They’ve made 
it personal and have been 
here with us every step of 
the way involving us with 
the things that are going to 
benefit us at this house. It’s 
made to fit us and they got 
personal with it. There’s 
no way to say thank you all 
enough, but the kids and 
I put some gifts together. 
It really takes a village. 
Thank you for helping us 
take the next steps to the 
rest of our lives. There 
were so many people in-
volved in this project along 
the way. Our family truly 
appreciates all of them.”

HOME: Family welcomed home

BYRON —The PEO 
Sisterhood is one of the 
largest community-based 
organizations in North 
America with almost 
250,000 initiated mem-
bers. The organization 
provides loans, grants and 
scholarships for women 
through its six philanthro-
pies. The PEO Sisterhood 
is committed to helping 
women achieve their 
educational goals.

The PEO STAR Schol-
arship recognizes the 
accomplishments  of 
graduating high school 
young women planning 
to pursue post-secondary 
education.

In presenting this 
$2,500 scholarship, the 
members of chapter NZ 
in Byron are pleased to 
recognize its honoree who 
demonstrates excellence 
in leadership, extracurric-
ular activities, communi-

Byron PEO Chapter awards 
scholarship to SV’s McCammond

ty service, academics and 
potential for success.

The PEO STAR Schol-

arship was presented to 
Madison McCammond 
from Stillman Valley.
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Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL

NOW in 
our new 
location!

Suzanne Schmidt
owner

OPEN Wednesday-Friday 10am-5pm 
Saturday 10am-4pm

“Winter hours after January 1st of 10am to 4pm everyday until March 1st”

1112 S Galena Ave
Dixon, IL

(815) 718-3659

antiques

Follow Us On

Call:  
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123   

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques 
& Collectibles spotlight!

08032020

Premium Hardwood • Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt • Mushroom Compost • Straw Bales

Delivery Available

AG LIME for sale, $4 a ton,  
located in Oregon, IL.

Delivery rates available upon request. 
Call 815-739-5885 for inquires.
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OREGON — On 
June 27 at approximate-
ly 6:02 a.m. deputies ini-
tiated a traffic stop at the 
intersection of Illinois 
Route 2 and Pines Road. 
After a brief investiga-
tion, deputies arrested 
Heidi Cornelius, 34, 
of Dixon, for driving 
while license suspended. 
Cornelius was addition-
ally cited for suspended 
registration/non-insured 
and released on a $2,500 
or 10 percent individual 
bond.

On June 27 at ap-
proximately 9:30 a.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop within the 
18,000 block of East 
Illinois Route 64. After 
further investigation, 
deputies placed Mario 
A. Soto-Ortiz, 28, of 
Chicago, under arrest 
for driving unlicensed. 
Soto-Ortiz was addition-
ally cited for speeding. 
Soto-Ortiz was released 
from the scene with an 
I-Bond and will appear 
in court on a later date.

On June 27 at approx-
imately 7:53 p.m. dep-
uties attempted to stop 
a vehicle in the 15,000 
block of East Creston 
Road after observing 
several violations. The 
vehicle continued to flee 
southbound on Caron 
Road, before stopping 
in the 600 block of Wis-
cold Drive. The driver, 
identified as Troy Neal, 
35, of Rockford, was 
placed under arrest for 
aggravated fleeing to 
elude a peace officer and 
aggravated driving while 
license revoked. Neal 
was additionally cited 
for speeding, disobeying 
stop signs, improper lane 
usage and loud muffler. 
Neal was transported to 
Ogle County Jail where 
he was held in lieu of 
bond. Rochelle Police as-
sisted with the incident. 

On June 28 at 7:51 
p.m. deputies responded 
to the 1,600 block of 
North Ridge Road for the 
report of a disturbance 
involving a knife. After 
an investigation, depu-
ties located and arrested 
Jeremy Posey, 40, of 
Mt. Morris, for criminal 
trespass to real property 

and disorderly conduct. 
Posey was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
and held in lieu of bond. 

On June 29 at ap-
proximately 9:35 p.m. 
deputies along with Polo, 
Oregon, Mt. Morris, 
Dixon Rural, Sterling 
and Milledgeville Fire 
Departments responded 
to the 6,000 block of 
South Lowell Park Road, 
Dixon for the report of a 
structure fire. Firefight-
ers on scene contained 
the fire and no one was 
injured. The fire is still 
under investigation, but 
it appears to have been 
caused by a charging 
battery. 

On June 29 at approx-
imately 6:42 p.m. depu-
ties and Rochelle EMS 
responded to the 15,000 
block of East Twombly 
Road for a one-vehicle 
accident with injuries. 
After examining the 
scene, it was determined 
that a black 2019 Chev-
rolet Silverado, driven 
by Trevor Kelly, 35, of 
Troy, Illinois, was trav-
eling eastbound on East 
Twombly Road. The 
Chevrolet entered the 
north ditch, striking a tree 
and causing the Chevro-
let to overturn onto the 
passenger side. Kelly and 
a nine-year-old juvenile 
were transported to the 
Rochelle Community 
Hospital to be treated 
for minor injuries. Kelly 
was charged with driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol, failure to reduce 
speed, and improper lane 
usage. Kelly was given 
an I-Bond with a return 
court date later next 
month. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent 
until proven guilty.

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF

Traffic stop 
leads to arrest

BYRON —  The Illinois Department of Transportation 
announced recently that weather permitting, construction 
on Illinois Route 2 in Ogle and Winnebago Counties will 
begin on Monday, July 10. The 10.6-mile work zone is from 
Illinois Route 72 in Byron to Beltline Road in Rockford.

Work will consist of patching the road and will require 
isolated complete road closures with a marked detour. Traffic 
between Byron and Rockford should follow the detour using 
Illinois Route 72, Kishwaukee Road and Beltline Road.

Illinois Route 2 will be accessible to local traffic. The 
$1.4 million project is expected to be completed by Oct. 4.

Motorists can expect delays and should allow extra time 
for trips through this area. To avoid the work area, when 

feasible, use of alternate routes should be considered. Driv-
ers are urged to pay close attention to changed conditions 
and signs in the work zones, obey the posted speed limits, 
refrain from using mobile devices and be alert for workers 
and equipment.

Over the next six years, IDOT is planning to improve 
more than 3,535 miles of highway and nine million square 
feet of bridge deck as part of the Rebuild Illinois capital 
program, which is investing $33.2 billion into all modes of 
transportation. Accomplishments through year two included 
approximately $5.2 billion of improvements statewide on 
3,020 miles of highway, 270 bridges and 428 additional 
safety improvements.

CHAMPAIGN – The 
career achievements of Il-
linois 4-H members were 
lauded at the Illinois 4-H 
Celebration of Excellence 
held April 1 at the Hilton 
Garden Inn in Champaign. 
The Illinois 4-H Foundation 
awarded $45,000 in scholar-
ships to 4-H youth.

“Our Celebration of Ex-
cellence event honors an 
amazing group of young 
people who have made 4-H 
and their communities the 
focus of their time and tal-
ents,” Lisa Diaz, University 
of Illinois Extension assistant 
dean and 4-H director, said. 
“4-H youth are making a 
difference in their commu-
nities by growing gardens, 
packaging meals for the hun-
gry, educating peers about 
healthy choices, designing 
technological solutions to to-
day’s issues, and extending a 
compassionate hand to those 
who need encouragement 
and support.”

The scholarships are 
awarded to five Illinois 4-H 
members in nine focus cate-
gories and are based on merit 
and a demonstrated standard 
of 4-H excellence.

“I personally look for-
ward to the event every year,” 
Illinois 4-H Foundation 
board member Jenny Webb 
of McLean County said. “It is 
so energizing to see amazing 
youth in this room and what 

Illinois 4-H Foundation honors exceptional 
youth at scholarship awards ceremony 

Prose, Carlson honored with scholarships

they are accomplishing.”
Forty-five young adults 

were chosen as scholarship 
winners with each winner re-
ceiving a $1,000 scholarship.

Civil  
Engagement 

and Global  
Living

The Civil Engagement 
and Global Living award 
recognizes youth that have 
focused on 4-H work in 
service to others. The winner 
from Ogle County 4-H was 
Gracie Prose, Oregon.

This award is sponsored 
by Nann Armstrong, Ron 
and Melanie Warfield, and 
Dee Murray.

Personal Growth
The Personal Growth 

award recognizes youth that 
have focused on personal 
growth through their partic-
ipation in the 4-H program. 
The winner from Ogle Coun-
ty 4-H was Lauren Carlson, 
Byron.

This award is sponsored 
by Pat Clickener, Barbara 
and George Clark, Janice 
Seitz, and the Illinois 4-H 
Foundation Legacy En-
dowment.

Scholarship support al-
lows students to continue 
to follow their learning 
pathways for post-secondary 
education.

“I’ve always had a love 
for natural resources and 
wanted to pursue education 
and a career with it,” Wil-
liam Weber of Livingston 
County, natural resources 
and environmental science 
scholarship recipient, said. 
“Without the donors’ help, 

I wouldn’t have been given 
the support to further my 
education.”

Prose, the winner of the 
Deb Stocker Illinois 4-H 
Youth Leadership Team 
Scholarship, was also cel-
ebrated at the event. This 
award honors an exceptional 
member of the 4-H Youth 
Leadership Team.

The scholarship program 
is supported through private 
donors and the Illinois 4-H 
Foundation.

“The Illinois 4-H Foun-
dation works hand-in-hand 
with the statewide program, 
and our sole mission is to 
be able to provide private 
funding so that 4-H can 
do more,” Webb said. “We 
know that 4-H programming 
is leading the way nationally 
in a variety of ways, and we 
are so grateful for our donors’ 
support.”

At left,  Gracie Prose of Ogle County received the Civil Engagement and Global 
Living award. Above right, Prose is pictured with Deb Stocker, received the Deb 
Stocker Illinois 4-H Youth Leadership Team Scholarship.

Route 2 construction in Ogle, Winnebago counties begins July 10
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STERLING — Elaine Fae (Hummel) 
Haak, 96, of Polo, went to be with the 
Lord on June 30, 2023, while in her home, 
surrounded by her loving family.

Elaine and her twin sister Eleanor were 
born July 4, 1926 to Walter and Emma 
(Scholl) Hummel. Being born 
five minutes after Eleanor, 
Elaine liked to remind her 
sister that she was the younger 
twin. For years, the twins be-
lieved that the Fourth of July 
parades and celebrations were 
in honor of their birthday – un-
til they finally learned the truth.

Elaine graduated from Polo 
High School in 1944 and began 
working at Northwestern Steel 
& Wire. She married Melvin Haak on 
August 12, 1945 in Polo, IL. Following 
her employment at Northwestern Steel 
& Wire, Elaine spent her time assisting 
Melvin in running the family farm. Known 
for being sweet and sassy and not afraid 
to herd cattle or drive a tractor; she was 
comfortable on the farm and in the house – 
while always keeping her manicure going.

Elaine and Melvin were active in the 
American Murray Grey Association and 
National Cattleman’s Beef Association. 
They were lifelong members of East 
Jordan United Methodist and held various 
leadership positions throughout the years.

She loved to sing and shared her 
beautiful alto voice at church, local radio 
stations, and area retirement homes. Along 
with her daughter Melissa, Elaine enjoyed 
singing duets in church and calling friends 
and family on their birthdays and singing 
Happy Birthday to them.

Elaine was a devoted wife and mother. 
She always wanted to have many children 
of her own and will be remembered by 
many “bonus” children who called her 
mom and grandma. Her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren were blessed to 

have her support at all their extracurric-
ular activities and in every other aspect 
of their lives. 

She was a woman of many talents and 
master of all. She loved singing and danc-
ing, handstands, baking banana bread, 

making tapioca pudding, Jello 
pinwheels, homemade dress-
ing (the only kind that Grandpa 
would eat), and anything with 
rhubarb (to name a few).

She was small but mighty, 
a tough sweet woman; she 
had it all.

Elaine is survived by her 
three children: Melaine Rude 
of Harbor Springs, MI; Melissa 
Haak of Polo; Martin (Mally) 

Haak of Polo; seven grandchildren: Tara 
(Joe) Guthrie of Harbor Springs, Mich-
igan; Abby Haak of Milwaukee Katie 
Haak of Prophetstown; Emma (Zac) 
Stull of Polo; Jasmyn (Cameron) Geerts 
of Sterling; Sydney Anderson and Cole 
Anderson of Polo; and three great-grand-
children: Henry Haak, Lillia Guthrie, and 
Lillienne Geerts.

Elaine was preceded in death by her 
parents; Melvin Henry Haak, her hus-
band of 67 years; her sisters Geraldine 
Ebersole, Bernice Lapp, her twin sister 
Eleanor Koch, and twin sisters who died 
in infancy.

A visitation will be held Wednesday, 
July 5 from 4-7 p.m., at the Schilling Fu-
neral Home in Sterling. A Celebration of 
Life will be held Thursday, July 6 at 10:30 
a.m. at East Jordan United Methodist 
Church in Sterling. A burial will follow 
the Celebration of Life at East Jordan 
United Methodist Cemetery. 

A memorial has been established to 
East Jordan United Methodist Church in 
Sterling and to Serenity Hospice & Home 
in Oregon. Condolences may be sent to 
www.schillingfuneralhome.com.

OREGON – Caleb Alan Leifheit, age 
33, passed away on May 21, 2023 in Hum-
boldt Park after losing his struggle with the 
disease of addiction. He is finally free from 
his demons. Caleb can’t be defined by his 
addiction and mistakes. He was so much 
more than these things. He was a loved 
son, brother, father, and friend. 

He was born on Aug. 31, 1989 in Rock-
ford to Tanya Withers and Scott Leifheit. 
He attended Oregon High School where 
he was a great soccer player. He had a real 
passion for sports.  

He is survived and missed by his parents, 
Tanya and Randy Morris of Mt. Morris; 
father, Scott Leifheit; son, Caleb Withers; 
siblings, Jeffrey (Damiano Dilillo) Leifheit 
of New York, Bryce (Jordan Wright) Morris 
of Palatka, Florida, Lani (Courtney Rogers) 

Morris of Dixon, Trask Leifheit, and Jax 
Leifheit; grandparents, Sandi Withers of 
Byron, Sandy Taylor of Rockford, Linda 
Morris of Mt Morris, and Linda (Alan) 
Cargerman of Oregon; special friend, 
Mandrel White; and many aunts, uncles, 
cousins, nieces, and nephews. 

He is preceded in death by his grandfa-
thers, Victor “Toney” Withers and Clarence 
Morris, and cousins, Scott Bowers, Eric 
Pepper, and Nathaniel Hillers. 

A private family celebration of life will 
be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers 
donations may be made to Miss Carly’s, 
1125 5th Ave, Rockford, IL 61104 to help 
continue her work on outreach to those 
battling addiction and homelessness. 

To leave an online condolence please 
visit www.farrellhollandgale.com

ROCK FALLS — Duane David 
Mackey, 71 of Polo, died Friday, June 30, 
2023 at CGH Medical Center in Sterling.

Duane was born on Nov. 25, 1951 in 
Dixon, the son of Wilbur and 
LaVon (Maxwell) Mackey. 
He was a United States Army 
Veteran. Duane worked at 
Raynor for many years and 
then at Riverside Cemetery 
in Sterling, where he retired. 
He enjoyed muscle cars and 
watching sports, especially 
the Chicago White Sox, St. 
Louis Cardinals, and the 
Green Bay Packers.

Survivors include his son, Jeremy 
Mackey (Raeann) of Sterling; step-daugh-
ter, Jessica (Bill) Kalas of Arkdale, 
Wisconsin; one granddaughter, Amanda 
Mackey of Oregon; two step-grandsons, 
Dalton and William Kalas; four sisters, 
Christy Bowlin of Polo, Vicki (Rick) 
Spotts of Lyndon, Lisa Shank of Polo, and 

Angie Mackey of Sterling; brother-in-law, 
Saul Gonzalez, Sr. of Sterling; nieces and 
nephews, Melissa, Saul Jr, Tina, Angie, 
Kayla, Jason, and Josh; and many great 

nieces and great nephews.
He was preceded in death by 

his parents; his sisters, Shellie 
Shank and Judy Gonzalez; his 
brothers, Larry Allen Mackey, 
Sr and Richard Maxwell; step-
son, Larry Allen Mackey, Jr; 
two step-grandsons, Cody and 
Jordan Kalas.

Cremation rites have been 
accorded. A gathering of fam-

ily and friends will be held on Saturday, 
July 15, 2023 from 10-11:30 a.m. at the 
McDonald Funeral Home in Sterling. 
Memorial service will follow at 11:30 a.m. 
at the funeral home. Burial with Military 
Honors will conclude at Riverside Cem-
etery in Sterling.

For online condolences, please visit: 
www.mcdonaldfuneralhomes.com.

LEAF RIVER — Karleen Kay Pingel, 
84, of Royal, Arkansas passed away on 
Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2022. She was born 
on May 31, 1938 in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, the daughter of 
Edward and Anna (Spears) 
Hall.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and her siblings 
and their spouses; Adeline and 
Clifford Pettygrove, Myrtle 
Hall, Eda and Floyd Jacob-
son, Bobby and Mabel Hall, 
William and Betty Hall and Janice and 
LaMont Clark. Also her beloved in-laws; 
Marty Pingle, Mabelle and Roy Hanson, 
Ruby Pingel, Rosanne and Jerry Gates, 
Edwin Pingel and Jim McCoy. 

Karleen loved all her family and her 
pets Harry, Sister and Kat. She enjoyed 
quilting and sewing on her embroidery 
machine. She loved her flower garden 

and to mow her lawn. 
She is survived and greatly missed by 

her loving husband of 65 years, Gordon 
Pingel Sr.; her six children 
and their spouses: Robert and 
Bonnie Pingel, Gordon Jr., 
Cheryl and Tom Barber, Debra 
and Gregg Holcomb, Karleen 
and Rusty Ropp and Michael 
Pingel; several grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, lots 
of cousins, nieces, nephews 
and friends. Also her loved 

in-laws; Bill and Roxie Pingel, Linda 
Pingel, Nellie McCoy and Ada and Paul 
Thompson. Bonus daughters Julie Pingel 
and Heather Pingel.

A celebration of life will be held  from 
4-6 p.m. on Thursday, July 13, 2023 at 
the Leaf River Complex at 605 Main St. 
in Leaf River, IL. There will be a short 
service followed by food and fellowship.

POLO — Helen M. Wales of Polo, 
passed away, Monday July 3 at Heritage 
Square where she had made her home for 
the past 4 months.  She was 
born Nov. 16, 1933 and was 
the daughter of Frank and H. 
Lucile Wales.

Helen grew up loving 
animals, especially horses, 
and spent many  happy hours 
helping her Granddad on his 
farm. Graduating from Polo 
schools in 1951, Helen then 
graduated from Manchester 
College with an additional degree from 
Northwestern University. She worked as 
a physical therapist, specializing in infant 
and children’s needs for over 57 years. 

During that time, she designed sev-
eral devices to help in the care of the 
children she served.  Her career took her 
to Rockford Memorial Hospital, Dixon 
State School, Children’s Development 
Center of Rockford, Swedish American 
Hospital home care, and the Ogle Co. 
School system.

Helen spent her adult life living on the 
farm that once belonged to her Grand-
mother and Granddad.  She enjoyed 
raising purebred collies, Pomeranians, 
cattle, sheep, goats, horses and even 
canaries.  She also enjoyed working on 
family genealogy. 

Helen was a life-long active member 
of the Polo Church of the Brethren, 
serving in many capacities including 
teaching children’s Sunday school for 
many years. Helen also  enjoyed playing 

dominoes with her church friends, and 
her genealogy get-togethers with her 
family group.

Helen traveled the world, 
often with the Church of the 
Brethren  mission programs 
and cherished the memories 
of those times. Throughout 
her life, Helen was always 
caring, kind, and generous. 
Her mindset was to always 
make life better for others.

Helen is survived by 
sisters, Joyce Person and 

Adrienne Hiatt, brother-in-law, Don 
Deardorff, and many nieces and nephews 
whom she loved dearly.  

Helen was preceded in death by her 
parents, her sister and brother-in-law 
Evelyn and Wilbur Bowman,  sister 
and brother-in-law, Margaret and David 
Brown, sisters, Patricia Deardorff and 
Betty Capling,  and  brother-in-law,  Rich-
ard Person.  Also, preceded by siblings 
John and Sherry Hiatt,  nephew, Greg 
Bowman, great nephew, Tim Bowman.

Arrangements are being handled 
by Polo Family Funeral Home, where 
visitation will be held on Monday, July 
10 with family time at 9:30 a.m., public 
visitation at 10 a.m.  Graveside services  
at 11 a.m. at Fairmount Cemetery.  

Following the service, there will be a 
lunch  and fellowship at the Church of 
the Brethren, Polo.  Instead of flowers, 
memorials can be made in Helen’s name 
to the Village of Progress in Oregon, or 
Serenity House, also in Oregon.

Elaine Fae 
(Hummel) Haak

Caleb Alan Leifheit

Duane David Mackey

Karleen Kay Pingel

Helen M. Wales

DIXON — Beverly "Bev'' A. (Moser) 
Diehl, 79, a lifelong resident of Grand 
Detour, passed away on July 4, 2023.

Bev was born on May 14, 1944, to 
Galen "Chuck" W. and Mary A. (Hoff) 
Moser in Dixon. She was the youngest of 
six children and was the only child born 
at the hospital. During her 
younger years, she delivered 
the Dixon Telegraph newspa-
per to subscribers residing in 
the village of Grand Detour 
and enjoyed sharing fond 
memories about her route. 
She graduated from Dixon 
High School in 1962.

After graduation, Bev 
worked at Freeman Shoe 
Company until 1971. She then decided 
to devote her life to being a stay-at-home 
mom for 20 years. She then went to work 
at Lee County Nursing Home, retiring 
in 2006.

She was married to John "Jack" Diehl 
on October 10, 1969, in Oregon, Illinois. 
He preceded her in death on August 29, 
2018. Bev had a great sense of humor, a 
contagious laugh, and a smile that would 
radiate. She enjoyed a vast variety of 
things including; being outdoors, garden-

ing, canning, having cookouts, fish fry's, 
going on road trips, baking, collecting 
cookbooks, going to auctions and flea 
markets, playing cards/games/puzzles, 
holiday decorating (along with making 
special holiday meals), and most of all, 
spending quality time with her family 

and friends. Bev had a big 
heart and was always willing 
to help others.

Survivors include her 
daughter, Mary (Carl Mc-
Clure) Avey, of Grand Detour; 
her brother, Eldon "Bo" Mos-
er, of Dixon; "the girls"; two 
sisters-in-law; several nieces 
and nephews; and grand kitty, 
Sassy.

Bev was preceded in death by her 
parents; two brothers; and two sisters.

Upon Bev's request, there will be no 
services or visitation. Cremation rites 
have been accorded. Burial of cremated 
remains will be in Grand Detour Ceme-
tery at a later date.

A memorial has been established. 
Arrangements were completed by Pres-
ton-Schilling Funeral Home, in Dixon. 
Condolences may be sent to www.pres-
tonschilling.com.

Beverly ‘Bev’ A. 
(Moser) Diehl
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Wednesday, July 12
The Mt. Morris Community Library Foundation is 

hosting a pie and ice cream social Wednesday, July 12, 
from 7-9 p.m. on the Mt. Morris campus, during the Kable 
Band concert. All donations will go toward the 9x9x9 
Program, the foundation’s most successful program.  

For just $9 per child, a first grader will receive one 
book per month for nine months, i.e., nine books during 
the school year. Fall 2023 will begin the fourth year that 
the Mt. Morris Community Library Foundation has spon-
sored the 9x9x9 program. We are seeking enough funds 
to ensure that every first grader in the Oregon School 
District receives nine books this year. 

The Mt. Morris Community Library Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization that supports the Mt. 
Morris Community Library through funding, by matching 
every memorial gift given to the library, and by supporting 
the library’s services and programs. The foundation also 
gives away books to kids who visit Santa during the Mt 
Morris Christmas on the Square event. Donations are 
welcome, and anyone can become an annual member 

of the foundation for $25/year or purchase a lifetime 
membership for $100. Those funds are invested and used 
to support the library. More information is available at 
the Mt. Morris Community Library, the MMCLF page 
at www.mtmorris-il.org, or by messaging the library on 
social media.  
Saturday, July 15

Come and join us at Byron’s Hairy Cow Farmers Market 
on Saturday, July 15th from 8-12 p.m. Featuring seasonal 
produce, baked goods, farm fresh eggs, perennials, hon-
ey and a large variety of crafts.  We have more vendors 
than ever before this season.  We look forward to seeing 
everyone. For more information or to become a vendor, 
please contact Taryn Bradley at (815) 985-6042, by email 
at craftlab23@gmail.com or at the Byron’s Hairy Cow 
Farmers Facebook page.
Saturday, July 22

Grace Valley CRC at 8210 E. Edwardsville Road in 
German Valley is hosting its annual corn boil on July 22 
from 5-7 p.m. This is a great way to enjoy some good 
food, fun and fellowship. 

We will be serving brats, hot dogs, locally-grown sweet 
corn, chips, cookies and drinks. There will be a free-will 
donation with funds used to aid those in need. 

Bring the kids for a barrel train ride, bounce house, 
obstacle course and human foosball and enjoy music by 
the youth. 
Thursday, Aug. 3

Serenity Hospice and Home will facilitate a Children’s 
Grief Camp on Thursday, Aug. 3 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
for children ages 5-13. The camp will be held at the Nash 
Recreation Center, 304 S. 5th St., Oregon, IL 61061 and 
will give children the chance to connect with others who 
have experienced loss. They will spend time swimming 
and playing a variety of sports. They will also get to work 
on meaningful crafts that memorialize their loved one and 
give them an opportunity to talk about their memories. 
Serenity will provide lunch and a snack. This camp re-
inforces the importance of connecting with others while 
going through challenging times. To register, call Denise 
Watts or Cathy Warren of the Serenity Bereavement Team 
at 815-732-2499. The sign up deadline is Friday, July 28.

Oregon Lions meat raffle winners announced

The Oregon Lions held their meat raffle drawing during their regular meeting 
on June 22 at the VFW in Oregon. The prizes included five $50 SuperValu gift 
certificates, 20 steaks, 20 pork chops, 20 hams and 20 turkeys. Oregon Lions 
wish to congratulate all the winners and thank everyone who participated in 
this annual Oregon Lions’ fundraiser that helps fund Lions’ charities. From left 
to right: Meat Raffle Committee Members Lion Dr. Tom Champley, Lion James 
Brown and Lion Jim Hoff. 

OREGON — The Ogle County Solid Waste Man-
agement Department (OCSWMD) will be starting a 
new recycling initiative aimed at fostering sustain-
ability and encouraging community participation. The 
introduction of the new Drop-Off Recycling Program 
signifies a significant step forward in the commitment 
to reducing waste and protecting the environment for 
future generations.

Beginning on July 10, residents of Ogle County will 
have access to two conveniently located recycling bins; 
one at the Ogle County Farm Bureau parking lot, 421 
W. Pines Road, Oregon and one at the Byron Forest 
Preserve Maintenance Facility parking lot, 6845 N. 
German Church Road, Byron. The program aims to 
provide an accessible alternative for rural residents and 
others who do not have access to curbside recycling.

This Drop-Off Recycling Program accepts a wide 

range of packaging materials commonly found around 
the house. Accepted items include:

Clean and dry paper products, including newspapers, 
magazines, office paper, cardboard, and paperboard 
(e.g., cereal boxes). No items contaminated by food 
(e.g. pizza boxes).

Plastic containers labeled with recycling symbols #1, 
#5 & #7, such as beverage bottles, milk jugs, detergent 
bottles, and plastic food containers.

Glass bottles and jars, which should be rinsed and 
free of any lids or caps.

Metal cans, including aluminum and steel cans, and 
aluminum foil.

To ensure the success of this program, it is imperative 
that participants adhere to the guidelines provided. Proper 
recycling practices, such as rinsing containers, flattening 
cardboard boxes, and placing materials into the bin loose 

- not in plastic bags, will help maintain the integrity of 
the recycling process and keep this program sustainable.

The community’s support and cooperation is needed 
to responsibly use these recycling bins. Abuse or con-
tamination of the bins may lead to the termination of this 
trial program, jeopardizing the opportunity for sustainable 
waste management within our county.

The OCSWMD is deeply committed to environmen-
tal preservation, and this Drop-Off Recycling Program 
reflects a dedication to a greener future. By engaging in 
recycling practices, Ogle County residents can collec-
tively reduce waste, conserve resources, and mitigate 
the impact on the planet.

For more information about the Drop-Off Recycling 
Program, including specific guidelines and updates, 
please visit www.oglecountyil.gov or contact our office 
at 815-732-4020.

GERMAN VALLEY — The 175th 
Anniversary of German Valley’s set-
tlement and the 50th Anniversary of 
German Valley Days will be highlight-
ed during this year’s festival sched-
uled on July 14, 15 & 16. Activities 
will begin at 5 p.m. on Friday with a 
Fireworks Fundraiser Supper, German 
Valley/Forreston 12U Baseball and 
Softball All Star Games and entertain-
ment by “Just 4 Fun” Band.

Saturday events will begin at 7 a.m. 
with a Pancake Breakfast and FHN 
Health Screenings at the German Val-
ley Fire Station, 600 Church St. Also 
planned are a 5K & Kids Fun Run, 
Car Show, Antique Tractor Show, 
Basketball Contest, Bags Tournament, 
Parade, Prize Bingo, stage performance 
by “Lynx” Band, Pork Chop Dinner at 
the fire station, presentation of MVP 
Award, “German Valley’s Got Talent” 
onstage (call 815 297-3434 to enter), 
and fireworks.    . 

Children’s attractions will include a 
Pig Scramble, Coloring Contest, Kiddie 
Tractor Pull, Petting Zoo, Nerf Blaster 
Wars, Face Painting, Big Bubble Time 
with Jason Kollum, Hacky Sack with 

Adam Linder, Little Miss and Mister 
Contest, inflatables and bounce house.

Food trucks, craft sales and the 
Summer Rec Ice Cream Booth will be 
available Friday evening and all day 
Saturday. 

The committee is looking for past 
Little Miss & Mister winners and past 
MVPs to ride in the parade and be rec-
ognized on stage Saturday at 5:30 p.m.  
Call 815-297-3434 or 815-238-5345 if 
you can participate.   

The German Valley Historical Muse-
um will open at 10 a.m. on Saturday and 
will reopen following the parade. The 
Historical Society will sponsor Histor-
ical Trolley Tours, visiting historical 
points of interest, at 10:30 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m. on Saturday. Passengers may 
board at the museum,  805 Church St. 

Sunday events are a Community 
Worship Service in the Ben Miller Park 
at 9:30 a.m. followed by a Forreston 
Sports Boosters Wiffleball Tournament. 
Food will be available. 

For more information go to www.
germanvalleydays.com, www.face-
book.com/germanvalleydays/ or call 
815-362-3671.

German Valley Days is July 14-16

County introduces new drop-off recycling program 
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MOMENTS IN 
TIME

Numbers behind farm bill legislation

LIFE letters' 
policy

Concise letters are most likely to be 
chosen for publication, but the use of any 
material is at the discretion of manage-
ment. All letters must be signed or they 
will not be considered for publication.

During election times, no letters written 
by the candidates endorsing themselves 
will be considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, 
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged 
to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm 
or personal attacks. 

Criticism of individuals or organizations 
that is not broached tactfully will jeop-
ardize the publication of a letter. Letters 
will be published in the order that they 
are received, unless there is a time factor 
involved, space permitting.

Dear editor,
I find it very interest-

ing that several media 
pundits are reminding 
us that wearing 
masks will not 
help filter out the 
smoke that is drift-
ing down from 
Canada as a result 
of the wildfires 
there. I have seen 
this on several newscasts 
recently. The explanation 
is that the smoke particles 
are too small for the mask 

to adequately filter. 
This is incredibly iron-

ic as these same news-
casters were advocating 

for mask wearing 
two years ago most 
vehemently during 
the COVID-19 
pandemic. It is im-
portant to note that 
virus particles are 
even smaller than 

smoke particles.  

Barrett T. Smith
Byron

MANY of us learned long ago of the limited 
persuasive power of unsolicited advice. Of-
fering unprompted words of wisdom is the 

clear triumph of hope over experience! Nonetheless, this 
spring I bravely offered my students at Southern Illinois 
University some of the lessons that I have learned 
over my career. I humbly offer them here as well.

One: Work hard at every job — even the ones 
you don’t like. You can learn a lot from work that 
isn’t fun, rewarding or stimulating. In addition to 
gaining skills, you can also study the qualities of 
successful colleagues. Learn from stars.

Two: Try out as many things professionally as 
possible early in your career. Take chances, don’t 
be afraid to fail, and then focus by mid-career.

Three: Travel as much as you can within your own 
country and abroad. Traveling expands your horizons and 
makes you a larger person. And it’s fun.

Four: READ, especially BOOKS, and especially biog-
raphies and memoirs. They are life’s instruction manuals.

Five: Commit to excellence. My favorite historian, 
Barbara Tuchman, wrote that you either do things right 
or half-right, your approach is either careful or sloppy. 
Always try to do things right and make sure your approach 
is careful.

Six: Keep improving your skills, in particular writing 
and negotiating. Effective writing requires clear thinking 
which is both valuable and rare. And much of life is ne-
gotiating, even when we are not aware of it. 

Seven: Play the long game. Stay in touch with people. 
Send notes, make calls and ask questions of your bosses, 
colleagues, friends and especially your parents and grand-
parents. Mark Twain was right: “When I was a boy of 14, 
my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the 
old man around. But when I got to be 21, I was astonished 
at how much the old man had learned in seven years.”

Eight: Persistence is an underrated, even essential, 
quality. Press ahead on projects and refuse to give up. 

Stay humble, exceed expectations, and control the con-
trollables.

Nine: Make time to think and plan. George Shultz, 
as secretary of state, set aside one hour a week to sit 
quietly in his office to consider what he was trying to 

accomplish. He brought only a notepad, a pen 
and his thoughts. Thinking and planning allows 
us to avoid one of life’s greatest traps: letting 
the urgent take precedence over the important.

Ten: Take every opportunity, even small ones, 
to be courageous. John F. Kennedy wrote that 
courage “requires no exceptional qualifications, 
no magic formula, no special combination of time, 
place and circumstance. It is an opportunity that 
sooner or later is presented to us all.” 

Eleven: Be on the lookout for mentors. Life has a 
way of providing them at times and in places that are 
surprising. Watch for them and pay as much attention 
to what they do as to what they say.   

Twelve: Be a good citizen. Learn how your govern-
ment works, vote, support honorable candidates even if 
you don’t agree with all their views. Make life better in 
your community and support problem-solvers. 

Thirteen: Enjoy life; the years pass quickly. Al McGuire, 
the legendary coach of Marquette University, sent a note 
to one of his successors, Tom Crean, wishing him luck. 
McGuire’s handwriting was not completely legible, so 
the note ended with either “Enjoy the sun” or “Enjoy the 
run.” Whichever word McGuire intended, the meaning 
is the same.

John T. Shaw is the director of the Paul Simon Public 
Policy Institute at Southern Illinois Institute Carbondale. 
His monthly column explores how Illinois can work toward 
better politics and smarter government. Editor’s Note: This 
op-ed was distributed by Capitol News Illinois on behalf 
of the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute. The opinions 
expressed in this article are the author’s own.

NO doubt the negotia-
tions for a new federal 
farm bill are on most 

farmers’ minds these days. Let’s 
look at some of the numbers be-
hind the legislation courtesy of the 
American Farm Bureau.

The Congressional 
Budget Office’s (CBO) 
most recent Baseline for 
Farm Programs identifies 
expected outlays for farm 
program spending, assum-
ing existing programs con-
tinue without changes, and 
indicates program spend-
ing available to Congress 
as crafting of the 2023 farm bill 
kicks into high gear. CBO releas-
es these projections on expected 
spending for farm programs for 
the 10-year baseline – the current 
budget year plus 10 years – up to 
three times a year.

Farm bill math creates a few 
possible scenarios. Depending on 
negotiations between the Bud-
get and Agriculture committees, 
lawmakers crafting the next farm 
bill could be required to be budget 
neutral, meaning any increase 
in spending in one part of the 
bill would require a decrease in 
spending elsewhere in the bill; 
they could be required to have an 
overall net reduction; or they may 
be able to increase spending. Giv-
en such budget directives, scoring 
(estimating the additional outlays 
and potential savings relative to 
the baseline) is one of the most 
critical components of farm bill 
development. From now through 
the farm bill’s passage, any change 
in policy will require an estimate 
of the budgetary impact.

In general, the May report 
reveals only minor housekeeping 
adjustments compared to Febru-
ary’s release. Future policy pro-
posals that arise during 2023 farm 
bill discussions will most likely be 
scored against these values. 

The May CBO release in-
cludes updates to expected outlays 
for the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP). In 
the February projections CBO 
increased its estimate of SNAP 
outlays by $8 billion (six percent) 
for 2023 and by $93 billion (eight 
percent) between 2024-2033. 
This increase was linked to higher 
estimated program utilization as a 
result of higher unemployment as 
well as upward adjustments in ex-
pected food costs under the Thrifty 
Food Plan (TFP), which is utilized 
to estimate the cost of a healthy 
diet, including USDA’s choice to 
not make their five-year updates 
of the TFP composition cost-neu-
tral. With the May CBO release 

came another upward revision in 
these costs due to higher expect-
ed SNAP participation. For 2023 
alone, projections moved from 
$127 billion to $145 billion, an 
$18 billion (14 percent) increase. 
Between the 10-year period of 

2024-2033, the May release 
also forecasts an $18 billion 
cumulative increase, from 
$1.205 trillion to $1.223 
trillion. Combined with 
other programs normally 
authorized in the farm bill, 
nutrition spending makes up 
over 81 percent of expected 
outlays. Nutrition revisions 

make up 56 percent of the total 
$31 billion increase between the 
February 2024-2033 projection 
and May 2024-2033 projection.

Based on the 2024-2033 10-
year outlay projection, a 2023 
farm bill would cost nearly $1.5 
trillion, making it the most expen-
sive on record. This is 1.73 times 
higher than the original estimated 
cost of the 2018 farm bill ($867 
billion). After nutrition, crop 
insurance outlays, which include 
delivery expenses, underwriting 
gains and premium cost sharing, 
make up the second largest outlay 
category, projected at $101 billion 
or seven percent of the 2024-2033 
timeframe. This is a $4 billion 
increase from the February CBO 
baseline. The third-largest catego-
ry includes spending on commodi-
ty support programs such as Dairy 
Margin Coverage (DMC), Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC), Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and the 
many authorized disaster support 
programs. The May report expects 
these commodity programs to 
cost $65.7 billion between 2024-
2033, up almost $10 billion from 
the February baseline. Estimated 
outlays for livestock disaster 
assistance programs alone almost 
doubled from $5.7 billion to $10.9 
billion. Conservation programs 
such as the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) and 
the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) are estimated at $60 billion, 
or four percent, of the total score. 
This $2.5-billion increase from 
February’s projections is primarily 
linked to CRP outlays.

It also includes $34.7 billion 
in spending that was passed in 
the Inflation Reduction Act for 
agriculture, forestry and rural 
development. CBO scored the IRA 
conservation baseline at $18.05 
billion for programs traditionally 
authorized through the farm bill. 
Questions persist on how this IRA 
funding could impact farm bill 
program spending, prompting its 
tentative inclusion in our analysis 

below. There was no update to 
IRA spending expectations includ-
ed in the May projections.

Overall, 2024-2033 expected 
outlays are up nearly $30 billion 
from the February projections – a 
two percent increase.

Costs for many of the provi-
sions of current farm programs 
move in the opposite direction of 
commodity prices. Recent periods 
of higher prices have resulted in 
lower commodity support pay-
ments. The distribution of farm 
program payments follows base 
acreage in the U.S. Corn, soybeans 
and wheat represent nearly 70 
percent of all program payments, 
while rice, cotton and peanuts 
represent another 20 percent. 
Sorghum, upland cotton, dairy and 
other smaller field crops represent 
the remaining 10 percent or so of 
outlays. These outlays come in the 
form of PLC or ARC payments, 
and the margin protection program 
for dairy outlays through DMC. 
Compared to the February base-
line, all analyzed crops except 
peanuts saw a forecasted increase 
in outlays. The increase was the 
highest for upland cotton, which 
moved from an expected $3.616 
billion for 2024-2033 in February 
to $5.376 billion in May, mainly 
linked to increases in the PLC 
category.

This most recent CBO base-
line on farm program outlays 
is an important indicator of the 
budget outlook and is expected to 
set spending boundaries during 
current farm bill debates. Notably, 
however, agriculture and nutrition 
programs normally authorized 
through the farm bill only make up 
about 1.85 percent of total federal 
spending. Drilled down further, 
farm income support and crop 
insurance account for less than one 
quarter of one percent (0.1 percent 
and 0.13 percent, respectively) of 
federal spending. Whereas Medi-
care, Medicaid, net interest on 
debt, defense spending and Social 
Security make up 76 percent of 
federal spending.

Few pieces of legislation are 
more significant than the farm bill 
when it comes to safeguarding our 
domestic food supply. Ensuring 
that program funding is reflective 
of market changes is critical to 
maintaining the farm bill’s role in 
national security and the health 
and well-being of rural communi-
ties.

“When buying and selling are 
controlled by legislation, the first 
things to be bought and sold are 
legislators.” -PJ O’Rourke

Ron Kern is the manager of the 
Ogle County Farm Bureau.

Life lessons for recent graduates, and everyone else 

John Shaw

Ron Kern

Masks and 
wildfire smoke

* On Aug. 11, 1806, explorer Meriwether 
Lewis is shot in the hip, probably by one of his 
own men. Private Cruzatte, who was blind in 
one eye and nearsighted in the other, insisted 
he had not shot his captain. Lewis, however, 
had the offending bullet: A .54 caliber slug 
from a modern U.S. Army rifle, identical to 
the one carried by Cruzatte.

* On Aug. 8, 1863, after his defeat at Gettys-
burg, Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee sends a 
letter of resignation to Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis. Davis refused the request.

* On Aug. 10, 1937, the electric guitar is 
recognized by the United States Patent Of-
fice with the award of Patent No. 2,089.171 
for the Rickenbacker Frying Pan. The guitar 
used a heavy electromagnet that surrounded 
the base of the steel strings like a bracelet.

* On Aug. 6, 1945, an American B-29 
bomber, the Enola Gay, drops the world’s first 
atom bomb over the city of Hiroshima, Japan. 

* On Aug. 7, 1959, the American satellite 
Explorer 6 is launched into Earth orbit. The 
142-pound spacecraft featured a photocell 
scanner that transmitted a crude picture of 
the Earth’s surface from a distance of 17,000 
miles. The photo, received in Hawaii, took 
nearly 40 minutes to transmit.

* On Aug. 9, 1974, Richard Nixon officially 
resigns as president of the United States, de-
parting in a helicopter from the White House 
lawn. Minutes later, Vice President Gerald 
Ford was sworn in. Ford spoke in a television 
address, declaring, “My fellow Americans, 
our long national nightmare is over.”

* On Aug. 5, 1981, President Ronald Rea-
gan begins firing 11,359 air-traffic controllers 
striking in violation of his order to return to 
work. Two days earlier almost 13,000 air-traf-
fic controllers went on strike over negotiations 
to raise their pay.
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Byron KOC presents donation to  
Serenity

On Wednesday, July 21, members of Knights of 
Columbus Father Paul Kunkel Council #4739, Saint 
Mary, Byron presented $5,000 to Serenity Hospice 
and Home, Oregon. It represented the proceeds 
of 2023 Lentil Fish Fries. From left to right: Jeff 
Jackson, grand knight; Father Richard Rosinski, 
pastor/chaplin; Lynn Knodle, executive director, 
Serenity and Roy Lorenz, fish fry chairman.

FORRESTON — On 
Wednesday, June 28, 
the Forrestville Valley 
School District Board 
of Education recognized 
Board Member John 
Reining for his service 
to the district. 

Reining began his 
service in 2003. During 
his 20 years on the board 
of education, he was 
involved in numerous 
projects, improvements 
and events. Some of 
these include:  Forres-
ton Junior Senior High 
School science lab ren-
ovations, addition of 
secondary STEM cours-
es and Project Lead the 
Way Engineering Path-
way, one-to-one tech-
nology implementation 
for FJSHS and Forres-
ton Grade School, full-
day kindergarten and 
preschool within district 
attendance centers, the 
construction of Cardinal 
Field Complex, addi-
tion of dual-credit and 
advanced-p lacement 
classes, to include Col-
lege Now, and numer-
ous additional facility 
improvements.

During his tenure as 
a member of the Board 
of Education, Reining 
attended several train-
ings, conferences, and 
served in multiple board 
posi t ions ,  including 

Forrestville Valley School District 
Board Member Reining recognized

Reining spent 20 years on the board
board president for six 
years.

“The  d i s t r i c t  has 
been blessed by the 
service and dedication 
Mr. Reining has for his 
community,”  Super-
intendent Sheri Smith 
said. “Mr. Reining has 
always operated from 
a student-first perspec-
tive, placing the needs 
of children above all. 
I am truly grateful for 

his years of service to 
our students, staff and 
greater community, and 
he will be missed.”

“Not only did John 
preside over many cur-
ricular and building 
improvements for FVV 
#221, but he provided 
outstanding leadership 
during the most try-
ing time in education 
in my experience; the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” 

Board President Chip 
Braker said. “John’s 
insistence that we al-
ways do what is best for 
students was a guiding 
principle of his service 
to the Forrestville Val-
ley community.”

The Forrestville Val-
ley School District and 
Board of Education will 
miss Mr. Reining and 
wish to thank him for his 
many years of service. 

Oregon Park District offering Art in the Park
The Oregon Park District is offering Art in the Park 
every Wednesday this summer. This program is free 
of charge through E.D. Etnyre & Co. Registration is re-
quired for the program. Join the Oregon Park District to 
get creative this summer at Art in the Park on Wednes-
days anytime from 9-11 a.m. To register visit www.
oregonpark.org or call 815-732-3101.

dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

905 Madison Street, Oregon

$159,900 dickersonnieman.com/202303157
MOVE IN READY! Remodeled 3 bed, 2 bath in the heart of 
Oregon. Walking distance to schools, bike path & parks. This 
1.5 story home boasts a classy design & ample privacy in the 
fully fenced backyard. 25x55 garage with heated floors. This 
home has it all with new plumbing, floors, kitchen & more!

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

000 Harvest Drive, Byron

Starting at $69,000 dickersonnieman.com/201701914
BEAUTIFUL BYRON SUBDIVISION! Large lots, city water 
& sewer. No Impact fees. Building packages open to all 
builders. Builder assistance available. Developer approval 
required. Remaining lots are either full or partial exposure.  

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

400 S. 4th Street, Oregon

$219,900 dickersonnieman.com/202303039
MOVE IN READY! Come & take a look at this historic home. 
All the work is done with new SS Stove, refrig & dishwasher 
with hardwood floors, heating & cooling 4 years old. With 4 
bedrooms & 2 bonus rooms. Gas fireplace, kitchen having 
Corian countertops. Close to town & Park District.

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462
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F R A N K L I N 
GROVE — The Liv-
ing History Antique 
Equipment Association 
(LHAEA) of Franklin 
Grove is planning a 
Tractor Drive sched-
uled for July 22ND.  
The Drive will start 
at 9:30 am from the 
Organization’s 20-acre 
showground facility, 
located 1 mile south of 
Franklin Grove.  From 
the showgrounds the 
route will  travel on 
some beautiful back-
roads toward Oregon, 
where participants will 
have an opportunity to 
eat lunch or grab an 
ice cream cone.  After 
refreshments, the group 
will return to the show-
grounds at  approxi-
mately 2:30 pm, having 
completed a 32-mile 
round trip.  If you’re 
looking for a fun and 
memorable weekend 

activity this may be just 
the “Thing”.

For the drive, you 
do not need to be an 
LHAEA member and 
there is no fee to par-
ticipate.  You will, how-
ever, need to own or 
borrow a tractor.  This 
is an event designed to 
“drive slowly and enjoy 
the countryside” so any 
(rubber tired) tractor 
capable of traveling 
( approx ima te ly )  10 
miles per hour is ideal.  
If your tractor is slight-
ly slower, we will try to 
accommodate you.  

In addition to the 
t r a c t o r  d r i v e ,  t h e 
LHAEA will be con-
ducting their 43rd An-
nual Equipment Show 
on August 5th and 6th.  
This year, the show 
wil l  feature  “Case” 
tractors, but all brands 
are equally welcome.  
At the show, you can 

view row after row of 
antique tractors and 
farm equipment ,  as 
well as witness thresh-
ing demonstra t ions , 
rock crushing, sawmill 
operations, potato dig-
ging, flour milling and 
many more activities 
from the past.  There 
are also a number of 
games and contests to 
keep your youngsters 
entertained. 

Remember, you do 
not have to be a LHAEA 
member to participate 
in the tractor drive or 
attend the annual show, 
but if you like this type 
of activity, everyone 
is welcome to join the 
LHAEA organization. 
The annal membership 
dues are just $10.00 per 
year and that includes 
Club News Letters and 
an Annual Picnic.  To 
join contact Brad Es-
tock at 815-757-1460.

BYRON — The Byron Community 
Unit School District #226 Wednes-
day announced that the Ogle County 
Intergovernmental Agency Board 
(OCIAB) has reached an agreement 
on the assessment and taxation of 
Constellation’s Byron Nuclear Power 
Station.

Twelve governing bodies form 
OCIAB and receive property tax 
revenue from the Byron Station: 
Byron School District, Byron Fire 
Protection District, Byron Forest 
Preserve District, Byron Library 
District, Byron Museum District, 
Ogle County, Oregon Park District, 
Oregon School District, Rock Val-
ley College, Kishwaukee College, 
Rockvale Township, and Rockvale 
Township Road District.

Settlement
This historic settlement will span 

from tax year 2022 through 2027. 
Throughout the duration of the 
agreement, the plant will retain an 
assessed value of $500 million, and 
Constellation will pay a combined 
total of $33,666,667 in property 
taxes each year. The total taxes paid 
represent a 2.9 percent reduction 
for all members of OCIAB. The 
Byron School District will receive 
$18,442,741 in property tax pay-
ments from Byron Station annually.

The settlement agreement also 
provides for the dismissal of all 
cases currently pending before the 
Illinois Property Tax Appeal Board 
for tax years 2012 through 2019. 
With the dismissal of these cases, 
all parties eliminate their exposure 
for additional property taxes paid or 
the payment of any tax refunds. In 
terms of the Byron School District, 
this settlement removes a substantial 
financial risk to the District’s tax-
payers and will provide long term 
financial stability.

“Negotiating a long-term tax 
agreement for the Byron Nuclear 
Power Station has been a goal for the 

Board of Education ever since Mr. 
Barton was hired as superintendent 
in 2018.

Historically, there have only been 
two prior tax agreements. I think the 
negotiating process rendered results 
beyond a final settlement. I believe 
that OCIAB and Constellation have 
formed a positive working relation-
ship, which makes me hopeful that 
this is the first of many multi-year 
agreements,” said Byron Board of Ed-
ucation President, Christine Lynde.

Byron Superintendent of Schools, 
Buster Barton, stated, “I am proud 
of the work our taxing bodies and 
Constellation did to get us to where 
we are today. Over the past few years, 
our school District and community 
members poured their hearts and 
souls into keeping Byron Station 
open. Removing the risk of a negative 
PTAB decision allows our District 
to look forward without fear and to 
plan for the future as we continue 
to offer a quality education to all of 
our students.” 

Il l inois law requires that,  to 
become effective, the settlement 
agreement must be approved by a 
circuit court judge. For that reason, 
the parties will file an action in 
the Circuit Court of Ogle County 
to secure court approval. Once the 
court’s approval becomes final, the 
settlement agreement will become 
effective and the pending Property 
Tax Appeal Board cases will be 
dismissed.

The Byron Nuclear Power Station 
operates under the jurisdiction of the 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion (NRC). Construction of Byron 
Station commenced in 1975. It con-
sists of two Units with a combined 
generating capacity of 2,347. Unit 
1 entered commercial service in 
1985 and Unit 2 entered commercial 
service in 1987. Unit 1 is currently 
licensed by the NRC to operate until 
2044, and Unit 2 is currently licensed 
to operate until 2046.

Byron Board of Education approves 
tax settlement with Constellation for 
Byron Nuclear Power Station

Living History Antique Equipment 
Association Events planned
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ROCHELLE — Earli-
er in June, Rochelle Com-
munity Hospital held four 
separate dates in the Family 
Health Clinic to provide 
sports physicals for student 
athletes ages high school 
and younger. In providing 
this service to the communi-
ty, RCH charged a small fee 
for each individual athlete; 
and in turn donated 100 per-
cent of those proceeds back 
to the respective program 
of which each athlete was 
affiliated.

RCH shares the break-
down of what each pro-
gram in the community 
received in donations: 
Ashton-Franklin Center 
RJT = $35; St. Paul = $140; 
Rochelle Middle School 
= $315; Rochelle Junior 
Tackle = $875; Rochelle 
Township High School = 
$1,120.

“We had a great turn-out 
for our sports physicals and 
are excited to be donating 
so much to these great 
organizations.” Michelle 
LaPage, RCH marketing & 
foundation manager, said.

RCH may provide all 
other physicals with a 
scheduled appointment 
with your primary provid-
er. For more information, 
visit our website www.
RochelleHospital.com.

Rochelle Community Hospital donates back to community sports

Earlier in June, Rochelle Community Hospital held four separate dates in the Family Health Clinic to provide sports physicals for student 
athletes ages high school and younger.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Each office is independently owned & operated.

2182 Peek Home, Dixon 
$319,000 Call Mark

Looking for a home...(or 2) in the country? This quiet 4.5 acre property 
has a larger home with 5 bedrooms, large eat in kitchen with oak cabinets 
and appliances, huge family room addition measuring 27 x 23, 1.5 baths 
and 3 car garage. Hardwood flooring in many areas. Nice mudroom has 
washer/dryer hookup. Plenty of garden space available! Newer roof on 
the family room addition, newer carpeting and paint. Smaller home has 
3 bedrooms, 1 bath with a new updated shower, updated windows and 
1 car garage. Huge 45 x 70 metal out- building has room for all your 
machinery and toys. Dixon address but Polo school system. Live in one 
house and rent out the other!

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-9100

3747 W. Ill Route 64 Lot 82, Mt. Morris 
$39,900 Call Mark

Looking for a move in ready 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom home that is the 
“Complete Package”? This beautifully updated 1983 Nashua 14 x 70 
mobile home is being sold with most personal property available to stay! 
New appliances in 2020. Plus, a John Deere 42” riding mower to take 
care of your new yard is included! Updates include 2 year old furnace 
and central air, newer beautiful cabinets, newer gutters, newer shed 
with cement foundation, new blinds, new fans and light fixtures and a re-
sealed roof in the Fall of 2021! Home is located in Mt. Morris Estates and 
monthly lot rent is 400.00. Purchaser must be approved by the park.

1307 Trail Drive, Dixon 
$305,000 Call Jenny

Prepare to be impressed by this Idle Oak treasure with 3 bedrooms and 
3 full bathrooms. The open floor plan on this gorgeous ranch is fantastic- 
featuring hardwood floors and an abundance of space for family and 
entertaining guests. The updated kitchen has beautiful cabinets, granite 
counters, and a breakfast bar. A quaint breakfast nook off the kitchen and 
a separate dining area off the large family room make it perfect for hosting. 
Main floor master suite has a spacious walk-in closet, tub/shower combo 
and double sink vanity. 2nd bedroom upstairs has double closets and is 
located near the 2nd full bath. The laundry room is conveniently located 
near the master suite and kitchen. The partially exposed lower level is 
tastefully finished with a large family room, additional recreation room/dry 
bar, and 3rd full bath. A spacious 3rd bedroom and a possible 4th bedroom/
bonus room with look-out windows make this home complete. There is 
ample storage throughout and a large 2 car garage with shelving. The 
yard is beautifully landscaped, and the back patio is quiet and peaceful for 
relaxing. Call today to make your appointment to tour this fantastic property.

416 W. Washington Street, Oregon 
$349,000 Call Rebecca

THE CHILE PEPPER GRILL & BAR is being offered for sale! After 20 
successful years in business and their best year of business revenue in 
2021, the owners are ready for the next chapter. Here is your chance 
to own a piece of property in booming downtown Oregon with a well-
established bar and grill. Locals love the Chile Pepper along with other 
regulars that travel from afar. Known for the great atmosphere and 
delicious food, this business is being sold completely turnkey! The sale 
includes the real estate along with all equipment. There is seating inside 
for nearly 70 guests comprised of pub tables and a bar space. With a 
new rolled rubber roof in 2022, the building is ADA accessible, has ample 
storage and a large kitchen. Added ambiance with the large window with 
views of the beautiful and historic courthouse and downtown Oregon. 
High traffic count along Route 64/North Avenue. If you have always 
dreamed of owning a bar, do not miss your chance to call this successful 
bar and grill yours! Owner financing may be available for qualified buyers.

15165 Ill Route 73, Shannon  
$260,000 Call Rebecca

YOUR 10 ACRE FARMETTE AWAITS! 4 bedroom, 1 bathroom farmhouse 
with many updates including: kitchen cabinets, appliances, kitchen 
flooring, Feldco Windows, central air, furnace, water softener, hot water 
heater and new carpet upstairs. Plenty of room in the 2000+ square foot 
home with hardwood floors throughout the main floor, main floor laundry, 
eat in kitchen, formal dining room, 2 living rooms and a screened in porch. 
Upstairs has 4 roomy bedrooms plus a large storage closet. Detached2.5 
car garage with concrete floors and LED flights. Barn with 240V electric 
and half concrete floors. There is also a storage shed that could be 
converted into a chicken coop and feed shed. This property is sure to 
please with a variation of pasture, woods and tillable. All ready set up as a 
true farm with a spring fed creek that runs through the north pasture that 
is fully fenced and has moveable run throughs. Another great feature is 
the automatic waterer in the south pasture. Plum and pear trees as well. 
There is roughly3.75 acres tillable, too. Eastland Schools and close to 
Lake Carroll. Move quickly to call this FARMETTE your HOME!

908 S. Congress Avenue, Polo 
$108,000 Call Stephanie

Spacious 3 Bedroom Ranch move in ready! Boasts new laminate flooring, 
brand new carpet in living room, some new light fixtures. All appliances 
stay. You will love the large back yard and dog run.

118 S. Pine Street, Stillman Valley 
$89,000 Call Rebecca

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL? THE POSSIBILITIES ARE 
ENDLESS! This property was formerly a 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom home 
that was converted into an office space. It has an open floor plan with 
reception area, two patient rooms, full bathroom and laundry room. 
There is off street parking along with a detached oversized 1 car garage. 
Plumbing is still in a patient room making it easy for a kitchen to be 
re-installed. Located near downtown, call for your showing on this rare 
property today!

4440 Carthage Drive, Rockford 
$575,000 Call JD

Opportunity! This 8 unit building composed of (6) 2 bedroom and (2) 1 
bedroom units plus in house laundry; must be sold as a package with 
4456 Carthage Dr for a total of 16 units, price reflects each building 
separately. Conveniently located directly across from Collins Aerospace 
which creates additional rental opportunities beyond the standard 
demand that the city of Rockford already provides! Immediate value add 
potential... capitalize on rising rental rates and see the cashflow grow! 
One’s loss is another’s gain. The heavy lifting has been done for you.

NEW 

LISTING NEW 

LISTING
NEW 

LISTING
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Check out 
Our Mobile App 

Did you know that there 
is an easy way to use the 
library from your phone?  
Just download the Prai-
rieCat app to your phone 
or mobile device and log 
in with your library card 
number and PIN!  You’ll 
be able to view your 
checkouts and holds, re-
new renewable materials, 
and search the library cata-
log.  There’s even a digital 
copy of your library card!

Summer 
Reading Challenge 

May 30 – July 28. Sign 
up to participate in our 
summer challenge! Read 
books to earn a free book 
and entries in our prize 
drawings! Youth can also 
complete activities to par-
ticipate!  Register at By-
ron.beanstack.org, on the 
Beanstack Tracker app, or 
at the library circulation 
desk. Staff can assist with 
logging books too. Simply 
bring completed books to 
the desk and staff will log 
for you.

StoryWalks at the 
Byron Forest Preserve 
StoryWalks® are up at 
the Byron Forest Pre-
serve for another season! 
Stroll the 1/2-mile Indigo 
Trail while reading “The 
Grizzled Grist Does Not 
Exist” by Juliette Ma-
cIver, or read “Look & 
Listen: Who’s in the Gar-

den, Meadow, Brook?” 
by Dianne White while 
walking to the Heritage 
Farm Museum.  The 
StoryWalk® is a joint 
project of the Byron 
Public Library and the 
Byron Forest Preserve.  
The StoryWalk® Project 
was created by Anne 
Ferguson of Montpelier, 
VT and developed in 
co l laborat ion with 
the Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library. StoryWalk® is 
a registered service mark 
owned by Ms. Ferguson.

Curbside Delivery 
The library is open for 
browsing, but patrons 
can still use our curbside 
service!  Place your holds 
online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-
5107.  Not sure what you 
want?  Call us for help!  
We will call or email you 
with a confirmation when 
your holds are ready to be 
picked up.  Call us when 
you arrive at the library, 
and we will bring your 
items out to you, already 
checked out.  A receipt 
with your due dates will be 
included with your items.  

Visit the Byron Library 
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters at 
byronlibrary.org, to keep 
up to date on library news 
and programs!  Be sure to 
also check out the Byron 
Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

Byron Library News

Patrons welcomed the start of summer by spending the evening creating lighthouse decor. Grade schoolers 
created beautiful butterfly & bird mosaics (below left) at the library at our grade school art studio program. 
Children try to guess the animal by touch at the library at the Animal Quest animal show (below right).

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Bertolet Library News
Pack the Pantry: July 

13th - August 12th Food 
is an immediate and tangi-
ble way to help someone. 
Every donation of food 
helps. We are collecting 
donations of unexpired, 
non-perishable food in 
jars, cans, and sealed 
packets for New Life 
Community Center in 
Forreston.  Toiletries are 
welcome as well.  From 

Summer Reading Pro-
gram to Coffee With the 
Sheriff, LEGO Club to 
Mississippi River Life. 
Bring a food donation 
when you stop in for a 
program and help support 
our local community!

YOUTH 
PROGRAMS:
Have Book, Will 

Travel: Thursday, July 
13th, 10:00 AM  We can 

cross Japan off our places 
to travel!  Where will our 
last week of travel find us?  
Have Book, Will Travel 
with Bertolet Memorial 
Library this summer. 
Kids, pre-k through 5th 
grade, are invited to join 
Miss Jana on an adventure 
around the world.  

T h e  G i r l  W h o 
Thought In Pictures: 
Tuesday, July 11th, 10:30 

AM Miss Melinda from 
Ag In The Classroom will 
be presenting The Girl 
Who Thought In Pictures: 
The Story of Dr. Temple 
Grandin by Julia Mosca.  
Participants will be tak-
ing part in craft projects 
such as a cow bookmark, 
herding balloon cows, 
and enjoying a tasty ham-
burger made from cookies 
and frosting.  Please call 

815-738-2742 to register.
Try It! How Frieda 

Caplan Changed the 
Way We Eat:  Tues-
day, July 18th, 10:30 
AM Miss Melinda from 
Ag In The Classroom 
will be presenting Try 
It! How Freida Caplan 
Changed the Way We 
Eat by Mara Rockliff.  
Participants will create 
their own self portrait in 

the style of Italian painter 
Giuseppe Arcimboldo 
using pictures of fruits 
and vegetables, test their 
knowledge about what the 
“ins and outs” of fruits 
and vegetables look like, 
and enjoy a yummy fruit 
salad.  Registration is 
requested by July 13th at 
815-738-2742.

See page 3
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Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07

27
20

22

Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold

From page 2

ADULT 
PROGRAMS:
Coffee With The Sher-

iff: Saturday, July 22nd, 
10:00 AM Come have a 
cup of coffee with our 
Ogle County Sheriff, 
Brian VanVickle.  Sheriff 
VanVickle will be here 
to chat and answer any 
questions about how his 

department keeps Ogle 
County safe for you and 
your family.

Adult Summer Read-
ing Program: Adult Sum-
mer Reading Program runs 
June 5th through July 31st.  
The more books you read, 
the better your chances 
at winning prizes at the 
end.  Goodie bags handed 
out for signing up while 
supplies last.   Stop by the 

circulation desk for more 
information and sign up 
today.

July Take & Make 
Craft: As we continue 
to hop our way through 
summer, stop by the circu-
lation desk to pick up the 
kit to make a frog.  While 
supplies last.

July Book of the 
Month: France, 1939.  
Vianne sees her husband 

off to the front lines and 
deals with German officers 
occupying her home.  Isa-
belle must deal with young 
love and rejection and 
joins the resistance move-
ment.  They both discover 
who they are and what they 
will do to survive.  Stop 
by the circulation desk 
and pick up your copy 
of Kristin Hannah’s The 
Nightingale today.

Create-a-Card: Sat-
urday, July 15th, 9:00AM 
Can’t make the trip to 
see all your relatives this 
summer? Send them a 
personalized card to tell 
them you miss them!  All 
supplies included.

Plastic Recycling: We 
ask that you make sure 
plastic is clean with no 
debris in the donation. 
Also please remove any 

ziploc-type seals and pa-
per/sticker labels. Thank 
you for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES: 
Adult Books
The Spectacular by 

Fiona Davis
The Five-Star Weekend 

by Elin Hilderbrand
Bad, Bad Seymour 

Brown by Susan Isaacs
The Orchard by Bever-

ly Lewis

Summer 
Reading Special
Wednesday, July 12th, 

10:00 am
After the story portion 

of our summer reading 
program, we will be 
learning how to make 
origami sea animals. All 
supplies are provided and 
everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to attend this 

free workshop.
Comic Book 
Workshop
Thursday, July 20th, 

4:30 - 5:30 pm
Join professional art-

ists from DoArt Produc-
tions for an energetic, 
interactive workshop on 
drawing comics. As par-
ticipants are led through 
the creative process 

they’ll be encouraged to 
discover their own unique 
style. This workshop is 
open to youth and adults, 
age 7 and up. Whatever 
your skill level, this en-
tertaining team will get 
you drawing! In order to 
ensure enough supplies, 
please call (815)938-2624 
or stop in the library to 
register.

Summer 
Reading Program
Our summer program, 

Oceans of Possibilities, 
for toddlers through 5th 
grade is underway! Tod-
dlers and preschoolers 
meet on Tuesdays and 
Kindergarten through 5th 
graders meet on Wednes-
days. Both programs 
begin at 10:00 am. Please 

join us!
Community Room
Looking for a place 

to hold your event? Our 
community room (with a 
small kitchenette) is avail-
able for meetings, parties, 
showers, family reunions, 
and more. Please call the 
library at (815)938-2624 
for additional informa-
tion.

Soft Plastic Recycling
We are collecting film-

type plastic for recycling. 
This includes plastic bags, 
zipper type baggies (with 
the zip portion removed), 
cereal/snack bags, bubble 
wrap, and other soft plas-
tic. Please make sure bags 
are free from debris and 
remove all paper/sticker 
labels. Thank you!

Storytime at the 
Library
Join us at the library, 

every Wednesday at 10 
a.m., for songs, stories 
and crafts! Ages 2-5. 
Space is limited: call to 
register: 815-645-8611.

Summer Reading 
Program:  Reading 
Road Trip

Hop in, friends! We’re 
going on a reading road 
trip! This summer, we’ll 
hit the road with an 
important stop at your 
local library in the Valley. 
During your stay, you’ll 

explore all the fun read-
ing has to offer—while 
earning badges on a 
virtual BINGO card! 
You’ll collect badges for 
logging your reading, 
completing activities and 
earning BINGO. It’s fun. 
It’s easy. It’s free! May 
29-July 31, 2023. Down-
load the Beanstack app 
to get started! All ages. 

Tween Scene: Road 
Trip: San Francisco

Pack your bags, we’re 
hitting the road! The next 
stop on our tween road 
trip is San Francisco. 

Don’t worry, there’s no 
fog in sight! We’ll enjoy 
games, crafts and snacks 
inspired by this cool, 
laid-back city by the bay.  
Tuesday, July 11 at 6 p.m. 
Ages 10-12. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Cardboard Box Cars
To go on a road trip, 

you first need a set of 
wheels. Bring the whole 
family to this fun, hands-
on event. You’ll build 
your own cool car out 
of a cardboard box and 
add whatever hot rod 
accessories you like. 

Friday, July 14 at 10 a.m.  
All Ages. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Young Critics 
Book Club
Join us for a discus-

sion and hands-on craft/
activity all about the 
book “Magic on the Map” 
by Courtney Sheinmel. 
Tuesday, July 18 at 6 p.m. 
Ages 7-9. Registration 
required. Stop by the 
library to pickup your 
copy of the reading. 

Storytime in the Park
Join us for a special 

storytime at 10 a.m. Fri-

day, August 4, in Davis 
Junction Park! We’ll 
enjoy stories, songs and 
parachute play. Feel free 
to bring blankets or lawn 
chairs for your comfort. 
Ages 2-9. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611. 

Barbie: The 
History of America’s 
Most Famous Doll
She might be the most 

famous doll in the world. 
For more than sixty 
years, Barbie has been 
played with, analyzed, 
collected, criticized and 
loved. In this illustrated 

lecture, historian Leslie 
Goddard delves into the 
history of Barbie and 
her inventor, the pas-
sionately creative—and 
intensely competitive—
Ruth Handler. Learn 
what inspired Handler 
to develop Barbie in 
1959, how Barbie helped 
make Mattel one of the 
world’s most successful 
toy companies and what 
Barbie’s impact has been 
on American culture. 
Monday, August 28 at 
6:30 p.m. Call to register; 
815-645-8611.

Closings
We will be closing at 

5:30pm on Thursday, July 
27th for our Summer Read-
ing Celebration!

Summer Reading Pro-
gram Schedule July 10th-
15th

Theater! Program  
Monday, July 10th, 1pm

Masks! Drop-In Craft
Monday, July 10th, 11am-

7pm, while supplies last
Create a Theater, Take-

N-Make  
Tue-Sat, July 11-15th, 

while supplies last 
Story Time 
Wednesday, July 12th, 

11:15am
Build A Stage, Lego 

Challenge 
Friday, July 14th, 11am-

5pm
Story Time
Mrs. Donna will be read-

ing books and children will 
create a craft this Wednes-
day, 6/7. Story time is every 
Wednesday @11:15, bring 
your little ones to enjoy sto-
ries and a craft at the Mount 
Morris Library! 

Adult Book Club
The July book is “The 

Book of Lost Names” by 
Kristin Harmel.  Everyone 
is welcome to join this book 
club group! Copies of the 
book are available at the 
library.   This group will 
meet in-person on Monday, 
July 31st at the library.  

Cookbook Club
Join us as we explore 

The Cookbook Club! Won-
derful recipes combined 
with friendship creates 
something both beautiful 
and delicious! Stop by to 
choose your recipe from 
this month’s book and bring 
your dish to pass at our 
next meeting! Join us on 
Tuesday, July 11th @6pm 
at The Senior Center for 
another exciting meal!

Ink with a Friend: 
Card Making at the Li-
brary

Join us in July to make 

some lovely home-made 
cards to send to family and 
friends. We will be offering 
a card-making class from 
local crafter, Liz Gullett. 
She will be here on Thurs-
day, August 10th from 5-7! 
You will get all the materials 
to make two beautiful cards 
to take home. Stop by to 
see the samples, fees are 
by donation. Registration 
is limited so call the library 
or stop by to save your spot 
before August 3rd!

Lego Club
Our next Lego night is 

Thursday, July 21st, from 
6:00 – 6:45pm. Bring a 
friend and build some fun 
with Lego bricks! All chil-
dren and parents are invited 
every third Thursday of the 
month. Children under 8 
need to bring a parent with 
them.

Memorial Gifts
Give a gift that lasts, 

brings joy to many, and 
doubles in value. Your 
memorial gift to the library 
is matched by the Mt. 
Morris Library Foundation, 
doubling your generosity! 
Many thanks to all who 
gave memorial gifts in 
2023.

Display Case 
Showings
Happy Independence 

Day!!! Come see the gor-
geous display provided by 
Kit Reynolds! It will truly 
put you in the red, white, 
and blue spirit! We are al-
ways looking for collectors 
or artists who are willing 
to share their treasures in 
our display cases.  If you 
are interested, please call, 
815-734-4927. 

Newspaper Available
We will now be receiv-

ing the Dixon Telegraph 
daily! We receive the Ogle 
County Life, Sauk Valley, 
and Mt. Morris Times. If 
you want to keep up with 
the local news-stop on by!

Explore More Illinois 
Welcomes Museum of 

Contemporary Art Chi-
cago!

Explore More Illinois, 
RAILS’ online cultural and 
recreational pass program 
for Illinois libraries, wel-
comes its newest attraction, 
the Museum of Contem-
porary Art Chicago in 
Chicago! Founded in 1967, 
the Museum of Contempo-
rary Art (MCA) Chicago 
champions the new and un-
expected in contemporary 
art and culture through its 
exhibitions, performances, 
programs, and collection. 
Located in the heart of 
downtown Chicago, the 
MCA boasts a gift store, 
restaurant, 300-seat theater, 
and a terraced sculpture 
garden with a great view 
of Lake Michigan.

Museum of Contempo-
rary Art Chicago is offering 
Free Family Admission.  
Explore More Illinois users 
can access and reserve pass-
es from any of our attrac-
tions on their participating 
library’s website. Explore 
More Illinois is easy to 
use with your library card.  
Visit the library’s website to 
browse attractions.  You can 
find the information on our 
website, www.mtmorris-il.
org under the resources 
page.

Adult Programming
We are trying to get back 

into the swing of offering 
monthly programs for 
adults.  We would love to 
hear from you.  Do eve-
nings or weekends work 
better?  Do you have any 
program ideas?  Do you 
have a program you would 
like to share?  Contact Mary 
Cheatwood at the library 
through email at mmlib@
mtmorris-il.org or call 815-
734-4927.

Curbside Service 
is available
We want to remind ev-

eryone that you still have 
the option of having your 
materials delivered to your 

vehicle.  If you have holds 
waiting for you, call us to 
tell us you are on your way, 
and we will bring them out 
to your vehicle when you 
arrive.  Call us if you need 
more information.

Additional Services 
Offered

We make copies ($0.25 
per black and white page). 

We fax ($2 for the first page 
and $0.50 each additional 
page). We can scan a doc-
ument and send it to email 
($2 per document). You can 
use a computer without a 
library card for $1.00. Re-
sume software is available 
on our computers.  Come 
visit us and let us help you!

Monthly board meetings 

are the third Wednesday 
of the month at 7pm at the 
library unless otherwise 
noted.  The public is wel-
come to attend.

The Mount Morris Pub-
lic Library is located at 105 
S. McKendrie Ave. Mt. 
Morris IL 61054 – 815-734-
4927 Fax-815-734-6035 
www.mtmorris-il.org

Oregon Park District News
Introduction to 
Ceramics: Make a 

Mug 
Have you ever been 

curious about ceramics 
but not sure where to start?  
Come to happily handmade 
studio on Washington St. 

in downtown Oregon for 
an introductory ceramics 
class.  Create your own 
coffee mug from start to 
finish.  No experience 
needed, and come prepared 
to get hands on.  Class takes 
place on two consecutive 

Wednesdays to allow time 
for drying between classes, 
make sure you can attend 
both sessions.  Class dates 
are July 19th and 26th from 
5:00-7:30 PM.  

See page 5
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Auto Repair

CABINETS CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

Concrete CONCRETE

•• Driveways
•• Walkways
•• Patios
•• Floors
•• Decorative
•• Resealing

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
815-202-8787
jerry@yoderconcrete.us

Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

Gutters HAIR CARE HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE PAINTING

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE TREE SERVICE TREE REMOVAL

Merlin Fox - 815-440-9827
merlin@illinoisdoormasters.com

SERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORSSERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORS

Oregon, IL

GARAGE DOORS

CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION

Residential 
&  

Commercial 
Roofing

Shingle 
Roofing, 

Metal  
Roofing & 

Flat Roofing

Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com

Call & Text 815-871-7835

AUTO REPAIR

CLEANING SERVICES

Asphalt

STRIPING • REPAIRS • HAND-APPLIED SEALER/NO SPRAYING
PROMPT • RELIABLE • REASONABLE • Free Estimates

Still family owned & operated - Nate Tilbury

Sealawin.com • Sealawin@yahoo.com
Byron (815) 234-SEAL(7325)

Accredited 
Business
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the 
day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 through 
Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies 
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In person Bible 
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice 
monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church 
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays 
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard Rosinski. 
Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: May – August   
Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – April  Sat. 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 
pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.
org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683. 
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each 
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please 
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more 
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor John Trotter 8:00am Sunday School
815-973-5981 9:00am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here! 
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesumc.org 
(815) 734-4853 
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 

Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday 
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir Wednesday 

6:00 PM; 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at  10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) 
meet weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not 
meet on Wednesdays. 
Thursday morning Women’s Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. • 
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.” 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; Sunday Evening 
Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation & 
Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun 
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because 
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons. 
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon • 
732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 10:30 
mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging 
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks & 
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM 
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational 
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL  61064 •  Tel:815-946-3212 
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumcpolo.com • facebook.com/Faithumcpolo

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Interim Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 9:30 am. 
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

WHEELS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

From page 3

Registration fee is 
$66R/$78 NR, deadline 
to register is July 12th. 

Kids Homemade Piz-
za Party

Do you have a budding 
chef in your house looking 
for new recipes?  Mini 
Pizza Pies are a favorite 
for all.  Lynn Kaufman 
of Lynnie’s Kitchen joins 
us for a special children’s 
class at Nash Recreation 
Center from 2:00-3:30 
PM on July 19th.  Kids 
will make their own pizza 
crust from scratch, and 
can choose from pep-
peroni or cheese pizzas.  
Class is open to children 
ages 9-15, registration is 
$28R/$34NR.  Children 
will need to bring a few 
items from home, and will 
head home with two 8-inch 
pizzas.  Full list of needed 
materials will be emails to 
parents after registration 
closes, deadline July 12th.  

Camp OPD
Registration is now 

open for Camp OPD Sum-
mer 2023:  Literary Times.  
Camp runs from May 30 
through August 11.  Tues-
day through Thursdays 
feature activities that are 
themed around different 
book series.  Familiarity 
with the book series is not 
required to enjoy the camp 
activities.  Each week 
will feature a field trip on 
Wednesday.  Mondays and 
Fridays may be added each 
week for an additional 
cost and will feature non 
themed activities, with 
Fridays being spent at the 
Splash Pad.  Don’t miss 
out on this summer of 
fun for your child.  Space 
is limited to 24 kids each 
week.  See the website for 
details about costs, themes 
and field trips.

Nerf Night for Kids
Battle it out with Nerf 

in July 19 from 6-7:30 
pm.  Compete in games 

like Capture the Flag and 
Free-for-All Combat as 
well as do some target 
practice.  Bring your 
own Nerf guns (no rival 
series guns please), and 
safety glasses. We will 
provide the bullets.  Label 
all your equipment with 
your name. Oregon Park 
District is not responsible 
for lost or damaged guns, 
bullets or eye protection.  
Cost is $5 for residents 
and $6 for nonresidents 
and deadline to sign up is 
July 12.

Volleyball Camp
Join Oregon Hawks 

Volleyball Coach Farrell 
Cain, her coaching staff 
and the OHS Lady Hawks 
for a week of basic tech-
niques, skill building and 
intra-team scrimmages. 
This week-long camp will 
either introduce your child 
to the sport of volleyball or 
build on their skills. Each 
player will receive an OHS 
Lady Hawks team shirt. 

Players will be divided by 
age levels. Younger play-
ers will learn the basics 
of volleyball at their level 
with an age appropriate 
net. Camp will be held 
at the Blackhawk Center.  
Camp is from Monday 
July 24th through Friday 
July 28th. Grades PreK 
through 3rd from 9-10am, 
$30/$36NR.  Grades 
4-8 from 10-11:30am, 
$50/$60NR.

100% of the proceeds 
from camp benefit the 
OHS Volleyball Team. 
Please register your child 
for the grade they are en-
tering in fall 2023.  Dead-
line to register is July 10th.

TORO Tuesdays
Join OPD staff every 

Tuesday afternoon for 
free, fun, organized games 
of TORO.  Drop by be-
tween 1-3pm and improve 
your soccer ball skills 
while playing fun games.  
This is a free event, and we 
will form age appropriate 

teams/ games every week 
with the players that arrive. 
No registration needed.  
Open to ages 7-14years.

Mini Pitch Games
Have you tried our new 

soccer Mini Pitch court? 
Swing by on Wednesday 
afternoons from 1-3 pm 
for some fun, free Mini 
Pitch soccer games, led 
by OPD staff at our Mini 
Pitch next to the tennis 
courts.  A Futsal ball will 
be provided, and teams/ 
games will be formed 
from players that arrive 
every week.  These are 
fast paced games that will 
challenge all ages and skill 
levels of players.  Open to 
ages 7-14, no registration 
required. 

. No soccer cleats on 
Mini Pitch court.

Operation Move
Join the Oregon Park 

District and KSB Well-
ness as we get kids mov-
ing! Operation Move is a 
free program to promote 

families getting active in 
the summer. Free events 
will be held throughout 
the Oregon Parks in June 
and July.  Sign up for 
giveaways at the events.  
Events will be held on 
Thursday mornings from 
11am- 12pm.

July 13-   Kickball Game 
at Park East Ball Diamond.                                                                                  
July 20-  Basketball at 
outdoor courts Park West                                 

July 27- All Ages Tball 
Game at Park East    

Batting Cages
Ready for some batting 

practice?  We are excited 
to offer rentals for Batting 
Cages with a pitching ma-
chine at Oregon Park West 
on Monday afternoons 
from 1-3pm.  A staff mem-
ber will be on-site to assist 
with the pitching machine. 
You must provide your 
own bat and helmet. Res-
ervation must be made by 
the prior Thursday. 

See page 6
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Weekly Brain Busters

From page 5

Available in 30 min 
intervals for $15/$18NR, 
but you can certainly book 
more than one!  Need a 
different day or time?  
Please email Lesley@
oregonpark.org to check 
availability.  Registra-
tion deadline is the prior 
Thursday.

Inclusive Recreation 
with VOP

All ages and abilities 
are invited to join us on 
Thursday mornings as we 
do a variety of inclusive 
recreation activities with 
our friends from the Vil-
lage of Progress. All ac-
tivities will be adapted to 
accommodate the various 
needs of our participants 
and all ages are welcome! 

Come have fun at our 

different parks where we 
may play t-ball, kickball 
or soccer. You never know 
what fun we will come 
up with! 

Registration is required 
but free. This program 
is brought to you by our 
presenting sponsor E.D. 
Etnyre. Registration dead-
line is the Tuesday prior.  

Color Run
The Color Run is 

back!!! Bring your fam-
ily out for our 1 mile fun 
walk/run through Park 
West on Tuesday August 
1st at 6pm! This color 
walk/run themed course 
will offer multiple color 
stations along the route. 
Be prepared to get colorful 
and messy! All partici-
pants registered before 
July 20th will receive a 
t-shirt!

After completing the 
course, stay at the Park 
West Amphitheater for 
our Concert in the Park 
series and enjoy Burn N’ 
Bush.  Food trucks will 
be onsite to enjoy dinner 
if you choose.

2 and under can be free 
with no shirt. Over 2 must 
be registered!

Fall Soccer
Soccer returns to Park 

West in the Fall of 2023! 
Practices will be held 
during the week and 
games are scheduled for 
Saturdays beginning Au-
gust 19th in Oregon and 
surrounding towns.  Are 
you unsure of which 
age level to sign up for? 
Reference our age chart 
below.  A new practice 
ball is included with your 
registration.  If you are 

interested in coaching 
please contact Lesley at 
lesley@oregonpark.org

U6- Born in 2018 
$65/$78 NR

U7- Born in 2017 
$65/$78 NR

U8- Born in 2016 
$80/$95 NR

U9- Born in 2015 
$80/$95 NR

U10- Born in 2014 
$80/$95 NR

U11- Born in 2013 
$80/$95 NR

U13- Born in 2011 & 
2012 $85/$100 NR

U15- Born in 2009 & 
2010 (No H.S. Players 
allowed) . $85/$100 NR

Deadline for Participa-
tion is July 12th. 

6th Grade Volleyball
The 6th Grade volley-

ball program focuses on 
skill development and is 

an introduction to vol-
leyball. The program will 
help prepare participants 
for the Jr. High level 
of competition. Practice 
dates and times will vary 
depending on the prefer-
ence of the head coach. 
Home games are played 
at the Nash and travel to 
away games is provided 
by OCUSD buses. Tryouts 
may be required if the max 
number of participants 
is reached. Deadline for 
participation is July 18th, 
$75/$90NR

Junior High Cross 
Country

5th- 8th Grade athletes 
will develop endurance, 
improve their running 
technique, and build team 
camaraderie.  Practices 
will be held multiple days 
of the week and meets will 

be held similar to the high 
school schedule.  Trans-
portation to meets is not 
provided.  Sign up early 
to ensure you maximize 
practices before the meets 
begin! Practices will begin 
the week of 7/31 but reg-
istration is open through 
8/16. Fee $75/$90NR

CoEd Softball League
Recreational softball is 

back at Park West! This 
league is designed for men 
and women to enjoy slow-
pitch softball through 
friendly competition. Bats 
will be provided by the 
park district for each 
team to use. The league 
will consist of a regular 
season, and a postseason 
tournament to end the 
year. Fee per team $450

Registration Deadline: 
8/3/23

2023 Summer Read-
ing Program- Find Your 
Voice! June 1- July 28

Only 3 weeks left! Free 
to residents, 3 – 17 years 
old of the Oregon Public 
Library District. Activ-
ities and programs are 
available. Registration is 

required. Come in, call or 
check our website to find 
out how you can be a part 
of this summer event! 

Trivia Quest-Each 
week a trivia question will 
be posted at the library. 
(Clues are hidden around 
the Library). Solve the 

question and submit your 
answer at the Library. 
You have one week to 
submit your answers. Two 
individuals with correct 
answers will receive a 
prize.  

I Spy Hunt in the Li-
brary! (3yrs. & up) Pick 

up a game card at the desk 
and locate specific items 
on the card. If you find all 
the items & their location, 
you may select a prize. 

Mondays in June- 
Story Time (18 months-6 
yrs.) at 10:00 am Stories, 
crafts & fun!

Monday, July 10, 
STEM Afternoon: Solar 
Community Kits, 1-3 
pm (10 yrs. & up)

Grab a team of up to 
three people & register 
for an afternoon of STEM 
discovery! Each team 
will receive everything 

they need to create a mini 
microgrid, using a solar 
panel to give power to a 
whole community.

Tuesday, July 11, A 
Voice for Nature, 1 pm, 
(ages 10 & up)

See page 10

Oregon Library News
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TAKE NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

CASE NO.  2023TX15
To: Estate of Kent Dear-
born, Jr., deceased; 
Zander Dearborn; Flor-
ence Dearborn; Un-
known Heirs/Devisees 
of Kent Dearborn, Jr., 
deceased; 1095 In-
vestments, LLC; Ogle 
County, as Trustee; Lau-
ra Cook, Ogle County 
Clerk; Persons in oc-
cupancy or actual pos-
session of said property, 
unknown owners or par-
ties claiming any right, 
interest or title in the de-
scribed real estate:
Property located at:  
17955 W Taylor St, 
Polo, IL
Property Index No.   
06-27-151-002
Tax Sale Certificate No.  
2019-00001
This property was sold 
on November 4, 2020 
for delinquent gener-
al taxes for the year of 
2019.  A Petition for Tax 
Deed for this proper-
ty was filed on May 4, 
2023.
Your right to redeem the 
property from the sale 
will expire on October 
24, 2023.  If you fail to 
redeem by that date, the 
court may enter a judg-
ment granting petitioner 
a tax deed.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of this county in 
Oregon, Illinois on No-
vember 1, 2023 at 9 
AM before Judge Roe 
via Zoom (https://www.
oglecountyi l .gov/de-
partments/circuit_clerk/
zoom_links_for_court.
php, “Judge Roe - 
Courtroom 302”), or 
whomever may be sit-
ting in his or her stead.
JICTB, Inc., Petitioner
Angela L. Tucker, Esq.
JICTB, Inc.
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 
100
Champaign, IL  61821
No. 0612
(July 3, 10 and 17, 2023)

TAKE NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY,  
ILLINOIS

CASE NO.  2023TX16
To: Bryan Austin; 
Spouse of Bryan Austin; 
Lannette Austin; Spouse 
of Lannette Austin; First 
Gateway Credit Union; 
Cavalry SPV I, LLC; 
Portfolio Recovery As-
sociates, LLC; LVNV 
Funding LLC; Bischoff 
Dentistry, Ltd.; Monica 
Weiskopf; Collin Aus-
tin; Laura Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk; Persons in 
occupancy or actual pos-
session of said property, 
unknown owners or par-
ties claiming any right, 
interest or title in the de-
scribed real estate:
Property located at:   
9757 N Baileyville Rd, 
Forreston, IL
Property Index No.   
02-20-200-026
Tax Sale Certificate No.  
2019-00106
This property was sold 
on November 4, 2020 for 
delinquent general taxes 
for the year of 2019.  A 
Petition for Tax Deed for 
this property was filed on 
May 4, 2023.
Your right to redeem the 
property from the sale 
will expire on October 
24, 2023.  If you fail to 
redeem by that date, the 
court may enter a judg-
ment granting petitioner 
a tax deed.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of this county in 
Oregon, Illinois on No-
vember 1, 2023 at 9 
AM before Judge Roe 
via Zoom (https://www.
oglecountyi l .gov/de-
partments/circuit_clerk/
zoom_links_for_court.
php, “Judge Roe - Court-
room 302”), or whomev-
er may be sitting in his or 
her stead.

JICTB, Inc., Petitioner
Angela L. Tucker, Esq.
JICTB, Inc.
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 
100
Champaign, IL  61821
No. 0613
(June 26, July 3 and 10, 
2023)

TAKE NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY,  
ILLINOIS

CASE NO.  2023TX17
To: Richard Kretsing-
er; Spouse of Richard 
Kretsinger; Sterling 
Federal Bank, FSB; 
Laura Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk; Persons 
in occupancy or actu-
al possession of said 
property, unknown 
owners or parties 
claiming any right, in-
terest or title in the de-
scribed real estate:
Property located at:  
403 S Main St, Leaf 
River, IL
Property Index No.   
03-36-255-002
Tax Sale Certificate 
No.  2019-00131
This property was sold 
on November 4, 2020 
for delinquent general 
taxes for the year of 
2019.  A Petition for Tax 
Deed for this proper-
ty was filed on May 4, 
2023.
Your right to redeem 
the property from the 
sale will expire on Oc-
tober 24, 2023.  If you 
fail to redeem by that 
date, the court may en-
ter a judgment granting 
petitioner a tax deed.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of this county in 
Oregon, Illinois on No-
vember 1, 2023 at 9 
AM before Judge Roe 
via Zoom (https://www.
oglecountyi l .gov/de-
partments/circuit_clerk/
zoom_links_for_court.
php, “Judge Roe - 
Courtroom 302”), or 
whomever may be sit-
ting in his or her stead.
JICTB, Inc., Petitioner
Angela L. Tucker, Esq.
JICTB, Inc.
1701 Broadmoor Dr. 
Ste 100
Champaign, IL  61821
No. 0614 
(June 26, July 3 and 
10, 2023)

TAKE NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY,  
ILLINOIS

CASE NO.  2023TX18
To: Rebecca Morris; 
Spouse of Rebecca 
Morris; Jennifer Wil-
liams; Skyler Kelly; 
Laura Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk; Persons 
in occupancy or actu-
al possession of said 
property, unknown 
owners or parties 
claiming any right, in-
terest or title in the de-
scribed real estate:
Property located at:  
2174 N Leaf River Rd, 
Mt Morris, IL
Property Index No.   
08-26-478-008
Tax Sale Certificate No.  
2019-00167
This property was sold 
on November 4, 2020 
for delinquent general 
taxes for the year of 
2019.  A Petition for Tax 
Deed for this proper-
ty was filed on May 4, 
2023.
Your right to redeem 
the property from the 
sale will expire on Oc-
tober 24, 2023.  If you 
fail to redeem by that 
date, the court may en-
ter a judgment granting 
petitioner a tax deed.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of this county in 
Oregon, Illinois on No-
vember 1, 2023 at 9 
AM before Judge Roe 
via Zoom (https://www.
oglecountyi l .gov/de-
partments/circuit_clerk/
zoom_links_for_court.
php, “Judge Roe - 
Courtroom 302”), or 
whomever may be sit-
ting in his or her stead.
JICTB, Inc., Petitioner
Angela L. Tucker, Esq.

JICTB, Inc.
1701 Broadmoor Dr. 
Ste 100
Champaign, IL  61821
No. 0615
(June 26, July 3 and 
10, 2023)

TAKE NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY,  
ILLINOIS

CASE NO.  2023TX19
To: Palm Avenue Hi-
aleah Trust, a Dela-
ware Statutory Trust; 
Palm Avenue Hialeah, 
LLC; Revolve Capi-
tal Group LLC; City 
of Byron; Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, 
FSB; Kevin Hall; Sarah 
Brickey; Laura Cook, 
Ogle County Clerk; 
Persons in occupancy 
or actual possession 
of said property, un-
known owners or par-
ties claiming any right, 
interest or title in the 
described real estate:
Property located at:  
5481 N River Rd, By-
ron, IL
Property Index No.   
09-11-152-007
Tax Sale Certificate No.  
2019-00217
This property was sold 
on November 4, 2020 
for delinquent general 
taxes for the year of 
2019.  A Petition for Tax 
Deed for this proper-
ty was filed on May 4, 
2023.
Your right to redeem 
the property from the 
sale will expire on Oc-
tober 24, 2023.  If you 
fail to redeem by that 
date, the court may en-
ter a judgment granting 
petitioner a tax deed.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of this county in 
Oregon, Illinois on No-
vember 1, 2023 at 9 
AM before Judge Roe 
via Zoom (https://www.
oglecountyi l .gov/de-
partments/circuit_clerk/
zoom_links_for_court.
php, “Judge Roe - 
Courtroom 302”), or 
whomever may be sit-
ting in his or her stead.
JICTB, Inc., Petitioner
Angela L. Tucker, Esq.
JICTB, Inc.
1701 Broadmoor Dr. 
Ste 100
Champaign, IL  61821
No. 0616
(June 26, July 3 and 
10, 2023)

TAKE NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY,  
ILLINOIS

CASE NO.  2023TX20
To: Richard Bucci; 
Spouse of Richard 
Bucci; Tax Lien Invest-
ments; Ogle County, as 
Trustee; Laura Cook, 
Ogle County Clerk; 
Persons in occupancy 
or actual possession 
of said property, un-
known owners or par-
ties claiming any right, 
interest or title in the 
described real estate:
Property located at:  
305 E Oakwood Dr, By-
ron, IL
Property Index No.   
09-11-326-002
Tax Sale Certificate 
No.  2019-00223
This property was sold 
on November 4, 2020 
for delinquent general 
taxes for the year of 
2019.  A Petition for Tax 
Deed for this proper-
ty was filed on May 4, 
2023.
Your right to redeem 
the property from the 
sale will expire on Oc-
tober 24, 2023.  If you 
fail to redeem by that 
date, the court may en-
ter a judgment granting 
petitioner a tax deed.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of this county in 
Oregon, Illinois on No-
vember 1, 2023 at 9 
AM before Judge Roe 
via Zoom (https://www.
oglecountyi l .gov/de-
partments/circuit_clerk/
zoom_links_for_court.
php, “Judge Roe - 
Courtroom 302”), or 
whomever may be sit-

ting in his or her stead.
JICTB, Inc., Petitioner
Angela L. Tucker, Esq.
JICTB, Inc.
1701 Broadmoor Dr. 
Ste 100
Champaign, IL  61821
No. 0617
(June 26, July 3 and 
10, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on June 15, 
2023, a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 
post office address of 
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
JMH Custom Tweed 
Heads
405 S 2nd St.
Oregon, IL 61061
Dated June 15, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0629
(June 26, July 3 and 10, 
2023)

NOTICE
NOONAN & LIEBER-
MAN, LTD
(Attorney ID: 6288863) 
Attorneys
33 North LaSalle Street, 
Suite 1150
Chicago, Illinois 60602
STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
COUNTY OF Ogle, 
ss – IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
15TH JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT OGLE COUNTY 
OREGON, ILLINOIS, 
LAKEVIEW LOAN 
SERVICING, LLC, 
Plaintiff, vs. DEVON 
J. CANADA; ASHLEY 
M. CANADA; UNITED 
STATES OF AMER-
ICA; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS-TENANTS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, et. al., 
Defendants, Case No. 
2023FC29.
The requisite affidavit 
for publication hav-
ing been filed, notice 
is hereby given to 
you: 
UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS-TENANTS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS, defendants in 
the above-entitled suit 
has been commenced 
in the IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
15TH JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT OGLE COUNTY 
OREGON, ILLINOIS, 
by the said plaintiff 
against you and other 
defendants, praying 
for the foreclosure of a 
certain Mortgage con-
veying the premises 
described as follows, 
to-wit: 
THE WEST SIXTY-SIX 
FEET (66) OF LOT 
THREE (3) IN BLOCK 
EIGHT (8), OF THE IN 
J.C.T. PHELPS ADDI-
TIONS TO THE TOWN, 
NOW CITY, OF ORE-
GON, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN BOOK 
A OF PLATS, PAGE 
174, SITUATED IN 
THE TOWNSHIP OF 
OREGON-NASHUA, 
COUNTY OF OGLE 
AND STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS. PIN: 16-04-285-
003. Commonly known 
as: 907 Jefferson St., 
Oregon, IL 61061, and 
which said Mortgage 
was made by DEVON 
J. CANADA and ASH-
LEY M. CANADA, as 
Mortgagors to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nom-
inee for Platinum Home 
Mortgage Corporation, 
as Mortgagee, and re-
corded as document 
number 201803174, 
and the present owners 
of the property being 
DEVON J. CANADA 
and ASHLEY M. CANA-
DA, and for other relief: 
that summons was duly 
issued out of said Court 
against you as provided 
by law, and that the said 
suit is now pending.
Now, therefore, unless 
you, the said above 
named defendant, file 
your answer to the Com-
plaint in the said suit or 
otherwise make your 
appearance therein, IN 
THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE 15TH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT OGLE 
COUNTY OREGON, 

ILLINOIS, 106 South 
Fifth Street, Oregon, IL 
61061 on or before July 
26, 2023, default may 
be entered against you 
at any time after that 
day and a Judgment 
entered in accordance 
with the prayer of said 
Complaint.
Dated, Oregon, Illi-
nois, June 26, 2023.
Clerk of the Ogle Coun-
ty Circuit Court.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT 
TO COLLECT A DEBT 
PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES 
ACT, AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
No. 0636
(June 26, July 3 and 10, 
2023)

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Public Notice is here-
by given that Rock-
vale Township, 6057 
IL Route 2 N, Oregon, 
IL will receive bids for 
roof repair at Rockvale 
Townhall at the above 
address.  Proposed re-
pairs include:  Replace-
ment of existing metal 
roof, repairs of damage 
underneath and insula-
tion.  
Contact Ron Sno-
dgrass, Township Su-
pervisor, at 815-973-
1944 or Jason Benesh, 
Road Commissioner, 
at 815-378-5768, to 
schedule an appoint-
ment to look at the ex-
isting roof.    
Sealed itemized bids 
must be received by 
July 17, 2023 at 7:00 
PM and will be opened 
and read at the July 17, 
2023 meeting at Rock-
vale Townhall.   The 
Rockvale Township 
Board reserves the right 
to waive any:  techni-
calities or irregularities 
and to reject any and all 
bids or any part or parts 
thereof.  
Ron Snodgrass, Rock-
vale Township Super-
visor
Karen Wolber, Rock-
vale Township Clerk
No. 0701
(July 3 and 10, 2023)

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
COUNTY OF OGLE 

In The Matter of the 
Estate of DARREN E. 
SMITH, Deceased
No. 2023 PR 34

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given of the 
death of DARREN E. 
SMITH, who died on 
May 3, 2023.  Letters 
of Office were issued 
on June 20, 2023, to 
Rilee Smith, who is the 
Administrator of the 
estate, 4234 E. Coun-
tryview Dr., Byron, IL 
61010. The attorney 
for the estate repre-
sentative is Attorney 
Elizabeth Groncki-Bo-
ger, 120 W. State St., 
Ste. 303, Rockford, IL 
61101. 
Any claims against the 
estate may be filed on 
or before January 3, 
2024, that date being 
at least six (6) months 
from the date of first 
publication, or within 
three (3) months from 
the date of mailing or 
delivery of Notice to 
creditors, if mailing or 
delivery is required by 
Section 18-3 of the Il-
linois Probate Act of 
1975, as amended, 
whichever date is later. 
Any claim not filed on or 
before that date shall be 
barred. 
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the estate representa-
tive or the Office of the 
Ogle County Circuit 
Clerk - Probate Divi-
sion at the Ogle County 
Courthouse, 106 S. 5th  
Street, Oregon, Illinois 
61061, or both.  
Copies of claims filed 
with the Circuit Clerk’s 
Office - Probate Divi-
sion, must be mailed 
or delivered to the es-
tate legal representa-
tive and to her attorney 
within ten (10) days af-
ter it has been filed.

Dated June 23, 2023
Rilee Smith, Adminis-
trator
Elizabeth M. Gron-
cki-Boger - ARDC# 
6283004 DERANGO & 
CAIN, LLC 
120 W. State St., Ste. 
303 
Rockford, IL 61101 
(815)962-5490
Attorney for the Estate 
Darren E. Smith, De-
ceased
No. 0703
(July 3, 10 and 17, 
2023)

NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE
CERTIFICATE NO. 
2019-00061
TO:
OCCUPANTS
MARY DIANE DORSEY
MARY DIANE DOMB-
KOWSKI
NAVY FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION
NAVY FEDERAL
FIREFLY LEGAL INC 
%NAVY FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION
MCALLA RAYMER 
LEIBERT PIERCE LLC 
%NAVY FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION
MARY DIANE DOMB-
KOWSKI
ILLINOIS DEPART-
MENT OF REVENUE
ILLINOIS ATTORNEY 
GENERAL
OGLE COUNTY TREA-
SURER
THE FIRST NATIONAL 
BANK & TRUST COM-
PANY OF ROCHELLE 
NKA CENTRAL BANK 
ILLINOIS
Persons in occupancy 
or actual possession 
of said property and all 
unknown owners, oc-
cupants, beneficiaries, 
heirs, devisees, or par-
ties interested in said 
land or lots. A Petition 
for Tax Deed on prop-
erty described below 
has been filed with the 
Circuit Clerk of OGLE 
County, Illinois as Case 
# 2023TX21.
The property is located 
at: 
9020 FLAGG RD  RO-
CHELLE  IL  61068
RNG/BLK:1 TWP:40 
SECT/LOT:18N 330FT 
OF W 264FT OF E 
996FT W2 SW4 N OF
FLAGG TOWNSHIP
Property Index Number: 
24-18-300-003
Said Property was sold 
on 11/04/2020 for delin-
quent real estate taxes 
and/or special assess-
ments for the year 2019.
The period of redemp-
tion will expire on 
10/26/2023. 
On 11/15/2023 at 
09:00AM, the Petitioner 
will make application to 
such court in said coun-
ty for an Order Directing 
Issuance of Tax Deed if 
the real estate is not re-
deemed from the sale.
ANDREW R. HENDRI-
AN, Petitioner 
No. 0720
(July 10, 17 and 24, 
2023)

NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE
CERTIFICATE NO. 
2019-00094
TO:
OCCUPANTS
JAIME SALAZAR
JAMIE SALAZAR
CENTRAL BANK ILLI-
NOIS
ILLINOIS DEPART-
MENT OF REVENUE
ILLINOIS ATTORNEY 
GENERAL
JAMIE SALAZAR
Persons in occupancy 
or actual possession 
of said property and all 
unknown owners, oc-
cupants, beneficiaries, 
heirs, devisees, or par-
ties interested in said 
land or lots. A Petition 
for Tax Deed on prop-
erty described below 
has been filed with the 
Circuit Clerk of OGLE 
County, Illinois as Case 
# 2023TX22.
The property is located 
at: 
123 AVE H  ROCHELLE  
IL  61068
RNG/BLK: TWP:0 
SECT/LOT:LOT 10 BLK 
6VASSAR ADD CITY 
OF ROCHELLE
FLAGG TOWNSHIP
Property Index Number: 
24-25-278-007
Said Property was sold 

on 11/04/2020 for delin-
quent real estate taxes 
and/or special assess-
ments for the year 2019.
The period of redemp-
tion will expire on 
10/26/2023. 
On 11/15/2023 at 
09:00AM, the Petitioner 
will make application to 
such court in said coun-
ty for an Order Directing 
Issuance of Tax Deed if 
the real estate is not re-
deemed from the sale.
ANDREW R. HENDRI-
AN, Petitioner 
No. 0721
(July 10, 17 and 24, 
2023)

NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE
CERTIFICATE NO. 
2019-00134
TO: OCCUPANTS
JACOB E ISKE
HANNAH J ISKE
JACOB E ISKE
HANNAH J ISKE
EXCHANGE STATE 
BANK
Persons in occupancy 
or actual possession 
of said property and all 
unknown owners, oc-
cupants, beneficiaries, 
heirs, devisees, or par-
ties interested in said 
land or lots. A Petition 
for Tax Deed on prop-
erty described below 
has been filed with the 
Circuit Clerk of OGLE 
County, Illinois as Case 
# 2023TX23.
The property is located 
at: 
2095 N FREEPORT RD  
POLO  IL  61064
RNG/BLK:8 TWP:24 
SECT/LOT:30PT W2 
SW4
LINCOLN TOWNSHIP
Property Index Number: 
07-30-300-008
Said Property was sold 
on 11/04/2020 for delin-
quent real estate taxes 
and/or special assess-
ments for the year 2019.
The period of redemp-
tion will expire on 
10/26/2023. 
On 11/15/2023 at 
09:00AM, the Petitioner 
will make application to 
such court in said coun-
ty for an Order Directing 
Issuance of Tax Deed if 
the real estate is not re-
deemed from the sale.
ANDREW R. HENDRI-
AN, Petitioner 
No. 0722
(July 10, 17 and 24, 
2023)

NOTICE
BOARD OF 

EDUCATION OF 
BYRON COMMUNITY 

UNIT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 226, 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

NOTICE OF 
E-LEARNING 
PROGRAM 

PUBLIC HEARING  
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN BY the 
Board of Education of 
Byron Community Unit 
School District No. 226, 
Ogle County, Illinois, 
that a public hearing 
will be held on July 27, 
2023, at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Board of Education 
Meeting Room, 696 N. 
Colfax Street, Byron, 
Illinois 61010. The pur-
pose of the hearing will 
be to receive public 
comment on the pro-
posed program for the 
use of electronic learn-
ing (“E-learning”) days 
which, if approved, will 
permit student instruc-
tion to be provided elec-
tronically in lieu of being 
present in the school 
buildings, while not utiliz-
ing the district’s sched-
uled emergency days 
under Section 10‐20.56 
of the School Code or 
because a school was 
selected to be a polling 
place under Section 11-
4.1 of the Election Code. 
The Board intends to 
approve the E-learning 
program at the regu-
lar Board of Education 
meeting that follows said 
hearing. If approved, the 
E-learning program will 
be implemented for a 
three-year term.
To request further in-
formation regarding the 
Public Hearing, please 
contact: Ashley McGar-
ry, Director of Teaching 
and Learning, at AMc-

Garry@byron226.org 
or (815) 234-5491 ext. 
4106. 
Dated this 5th day of 
July, 2023
Board of Education
Byron Community Unit 
School District No. 226
No. 0723
(July 10, 2023)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15th 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF DON-
ALD W. SCHELLING, 
Deceased
2023-PR-37

CLAIM NOTICE 
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of Donald W. 
Schelling of Mt. Mor-
ris, Illinois. Letters of 
office were issued on 
June 23, 2023 to Ann 
Michael Book of Leaf 
River, Illinois, whose 
attorney is Douglas P. 
Floski, ofFloski Law 
Office, LLC. at 220 W. 
Third Street, P. O. Box 
1007, Byron, Illinois, 
61010-1007. 
CLAIMS against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Judicial Center, 106 
South 5th Street, Ore-
gon, Illinois, 61061, or 
with the representative, 
or both, within 6 months 
from the first publication 
of this Notice, or with-
in three months from 
the date of mailing or 
delivery of Notice to 
creditors, if mailing or 
delivery is required by 
Section 18-3 of the Illi-
nois Probate Act, 1975, 
as amended, whichever 
date is later. Any claim 
not filed within that peri-
od is barred. 
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after the claim has been 
filed.
MICHAEL BOOK, Inde-
pendent Executor
No. 0724
(July 19, 17 and 24, 
2023)

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Board of Education of 
Meridian Community 
Unit School District 

No. 223
Ogle and Winnebago 

Counties, Illinois
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN by the School 
Board of Meridian Com-
munity Unit School Dis-
trict No. 223, Ogle and 
Winnebago Counties, 
Illinois, that a tentative 
budget for said School 
District for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 
2023, will be on file and 
conveniently available 
to public inspection at 
207 W. Main St., Still-
man Valley, IL 61084 
in this School District, 
from and after 4 p.m. 
on the 13th day of July, 
2023.  
Notice is further hereby 
given that a public hear-
ing on said budget will 
be held at 6 p.m., on the 
7th day of September, 
2023, at 207 W. Main 
St., Stillman Valley, IL 
61084 in this School 
District.  Dated this 6th 
day of July, 2023.  
By Tim DeVries, Sec-
retary
No. 0726
(July 10, 2023)

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF OGLE 
PROBATE DIVISION

In the Matter of the Es-
tate of ALLEN L. SWE-
GLE, Deceased
2023PR41

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of ALLEN L. 
SWEGLE. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
July 6, 2023, to CAROL 
M. DUNN, who is the 
Independent Executor 
of the Estate. The attor-
neys for the Estate are 
Michael Jon Shalbrack, 
HolmstromKennedyPC, 
800 North Church 
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Street, Rockford, IL 
61103.
Claims against the Es-
tate may be filed on or 
before Jan. 10, 2024, that 
date being at least six (6) 
months from the date of 
first publication, or within 
three (3) months from the 
date of mailing or deliv-
ery of Notice to creditors, 
if mailing or delivery is 
required by Section 18-3 
of the Illinois Probate 
Act, 1975 as amended, 
whichever date is later. 
Any claim not filed by 
the requisite date stated 
above shall be barred.

No. 0725 (July 9, 2023)

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
July Consignment Online Auction

Thursday, July 13th 
8AM to Sunday, July 

16th 12 Noon
This is an ONLINE Sale ONLY.

Please visit https://aandtauctionservices.hibid.
com/ for sale viewing beginning 7/12/23.

Personal Property: LOTS of vintage toys–in-
cluding fisher price; Dolls (including Cabbage 
Patch dolls in box); older advertising memora-
bilia; seed corn & agriculture advertisements; 
china; antique glassware; vintage records (many 
genres); local memorabilia & yardsticks; VHS 
tapes/DVDS (including unopened Disney VHS); 
various furniture (some antique); hand tools; 
garage items; collectibles/figurines; various 
household items; Too much to list individually! A 
great variety of really nice items–something for 
everyone!  
Item Viewing: Items will be available for online 
viewing beginning @ 8am on  7/12/23. If you 
wish for more information on an item or an ap-
pointment to view an item, please contact A & T 
Auction Services directly.  
Item Pick-up: Pick up will be held on Friday, 
July 21st  from 4-6pm at 8821 N. Mulberry Road, 
Leaf River, IL 61047.  
Terms & Conditions: This is an absolute sale. 
There will be a 10% Buyer’s Premium added 
to all items sold.  Items can be purchased with 
cash, GOOD check, or credit card. There will be 
a 3.5% fee added to any credit card transaction. 
Follow A & T Auction Services on Facebook for 
the Online Sale Link and additional sale informa-
tion, including pictures, how to register for on-
line bidding, and complete sale terms and con-
ditions.    

Travis Cunningham,  
Auctioneer IL Lic. # 441.002600

A & T Auction Services, LLC
atauctionservices@gmail.com

815-297-4595 07102023PUBLIC AUCTION
Having made her home in a retirement center, Donna L. Challand and her 
children will offer the following described Real Estate and Personal Property at 
public auction on site and live located at 1490 German Rd., Steward IL 60553. 
On:

Saturday, July 22nd, 2023
10:00 a.m.

Directions: I-39 at Steward, go West through town to Steward Rd, then South 
approximately 3 miles to German road, then East ¼ mile around the curve to the 
property. Or from Rt 30 go North on German Rd. approx. 3 miles.
Auctioneers Note: Personal property will begin at 10AM, with the Real Estate 
being offered at 11:00 AM - This auction features a large farmhouse with attached 
garage situated on 1.5 acres . At the same time, we will be conducting a personal 
property auction featuring clean household items & furniture, as well as antiques, 
collectibles, toys, vehicles and mower. There will be something for everyone, so 
plan to spend the day with us!  There will be lunch onsite and a comfort station.  
Real Estate: (To be offered at 11:00 a.m.) This 1.5 acre rural property features 
a large, approx. 2100 +/- sq ft.,  2 story farm house with attached 32x24 garage 
and full basement. Property also has a 24x10 chicken / hog shed, and a 10x12 
garden shed, both with concrete floors. The home features 4 bedrooms, 1 ½ 
Baths, eat in kitchen, formal dining room, family room, and fully enclosed front 
porch / entry room. Private well and septic. All appliances are included with the 
home. There are several mature trees on the property and the lot is located on 
a quiet sealed road with vast country views. Steward Elementary and Rochelle 
High Schools. For viewing, or more information, contact the Auctioneers, Josh 
Hickey or John Bearrows Real Estate Terms: $5,000 down the day of the auction 
with the balance due at closing on or before September 8th 2023. Property is 
being offered in AS-IS condition with no contingencies, and with no warranties 
expressed or implied. All announcements made day of auction take precedence 
over all printed material.
Household & Furniture: Usual kitchen items, dishes, pots and pans, 
Tupperware, and assorted; Kitchen table 46x42 with 4 padded swivel chairs and 
extra leaf; Large antique curved glass display cabinet; Dining room table with 
6 padded chairs and 2 leaves with matching China hutch; Several end tables; 
several night stands; round glass top coffee table with 2 matching end tables; 
LG 37” flat screen TV; LG 32” flat screen TV; TV stand; Entertainment Center; 
Several Desks; Several curio and display cabinets; Oak blanket chest; Antique 
full bedroom set includes 4 post bed, 5 drawer chest, and vanity w/ mirror and 
bench; King bed; 8 drawer dresser w/ matching 4 drawer chest; Linens and dry 
goods; rocking chairs; 3 tier marble plant stand; Card table; File cabinets; Gold 
plated flatware set; Collection of DVD movies; Huge assortment of Christmas 
items and décor; Eureka vacuum; Hand, power, and garden tools; toolboxes; 
8’ step ladder; Werner 4’ aluminum step ladder; Battery charger; chain hoist; 
shop vac; tool boxes. Collectibles: Large collection of collectible glassware, 
Collection of Precious Moments figurines; Collection of primitive tools; Collection 
of Beanie Babies and Beanie Baby happy meal toys; RR crossing sign and a 
few other signs; Several Coca Cola metal 6 pack carriers, and a 12 pack carrier; 
Skillets including Griswold; Large safe 22”W x34”T x24”deep; Collection of 
carved wood animals- Disney souvenirs; Vehicles and Mower: (selling after 
the Real Estate, approx. 12 noon) 2012 Chevrolet 1500 Silverado, Crew Cab, 
Short Bed, LT, Z71 4x4, 188,650 miles, 5.3L V-8 with new engine installed at 
120k. Leather, PW, PL, Cruise, tilt, power mirrors. power pedals, steering wheel 
controls, AM/FM/XM; 1994 Chevrolet 1500 Pickup, Regular cab, Long bed, 4.3L 
V-6 gas, auto, 256,658 miles. John Deere 345 Garden Tractor, #086695, 1341 
hours, Hydrostatic, 54” Deck w/ hyd lift, power steering, includes 42” front mount 
snowblower, rear wheel weights and rear tire chains; Pull type lawn cart; 11’x76” 
2 wheel steel trailer w/ homemade title.

Donna L. Challand Trust and Others – 
Owners

Attorney for the seller: Paul Chadwick - Fearer, Nye & Chadwick - Rochelle

AUCTIONEERS:
JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL

(815) 739-9150
IL Lic. #440000243

JOSH HICKEY, Steward, IL
(815) 739-1030

IL Lic. #441001092Visit our website www.bearrows.com
(815) 562-5113 

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
‘Vintage & Antique Toy Truck-Car-Train Collection’

BIDDING OPENS: FRI. JULY 7th @ 8 A.M.
Hack’s Auction Antique Center 

400 W. Third St., Pecatonica, IL  61063
Great Collection Old Pressed Steel Trucks, Cars, Trains, 
Construction Toys - 1920’s – ‘70’s. Huge Selection! Early 
Mack Open Cab; Arcade; Buddy “L”; Cor-Cor Large Early Train 
Sets; Ertl; Keystone; Oh Boy; Kingsbury; Lionel Trains; Marx; 
Tin Litho; Metalcraft; Nylint; Playboy; Jeep Pedal Car; Ride-
On; Sonny; Smith-Miller; Sturitoy; Steelcraft; Structo; Loads 
Tonka, Turner, Wyandotte; Vintage Custom One-Off Cars & 
Trucks; Hill Climber; Revell; Tru-Scale; Adv. & Private Label; 
Plastic; Parts & Many Other Makers. Detailed Die Cast Classic 
Cars - Danbury Mint (200+) 1/24 & 1/18 Scale. Harley-David-
son Leather Motorcycle Jackets & Gear. Country Store Adv.; 
Duck Decoys & Wildlife; Terry Redlin Art Work; Many Other 
Collectible Toys. Over 750 Lots!

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com  

I.A.F.L. #44000128

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Chana 64 Auctions
620 S. Stone Hill Rd., Chana

815-830-3898
• Pick Up Service Available 
“UWANNASELLITCALLUS”

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com
 

Claims against the Estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Winnebago County 
Circuit Clerk - Probate Di-
vision, at 400 West State 
Street, Rockford, Illinois 
61101, or with the Estate 
legal representative, or 
both.
Copies of claims filed with 
the Circuit Clerk’s Office - 
Probate Division must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
Estate legal represen-
tative and to its attorney 
within ten (10) days after 
it has been filed.
Dated:  July 6, 2023
Carol M. Dunn, Indepen-

dent Executor 
of the Estate of Allen L. 
Swegle, Deceased
HolmstromKennedyPC, 
By Michael Jon Shal-
brack, one of its attorneys
Attorney Michael Jon 
Shalbrack - ARDC 
#6188198
HolmstromKennedyPC 
Attorneys for the Estate 
800 N. Church Street
Rockford, IL  61103
(815)962-7071
mshalbrack@hkrock-
ford.com 
No. 0727
(July 10, 17 and 24, 
2023)
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305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

305 305 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

ROCHELLE - 221 
Windover Park Drive, 
Thurs 7/13 & Fri 7/14 
9AM - 5PM, Sat 7/15 
8AM - Noon. Books, 
Clothing (Children’s, 
Men’s & Women’s), 
Holiday Decor, Home 
Goods, Knick Knacks 
and Much More 
(07122023)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

Byron CUSD 
#226 has 

openings for 

Bus Drivers
SIGN-ON BONUS 

Available
Contact Barb Rundle 

at 815-234-5491
For more 

information
10112021

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS.  

Water, sewer, garbage inc.  
w/most units. HOUSES 

some w/garages, all in like 
new condition.  

Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

For Rent - Byron
3-Bedroom,  

Upper Apartment
Oversize Garage

NO Pets
1-Year Lease
$875/month

 $975/Deposit 
412 W. 2nd. Street., 

Byron, IL
815-904-4014

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

396 W Margaret Fuler Rd., Oregon 
(by Maxon Manor) 

Mens and womens clothes L-XXL, 
bedding, candles and holders, lamps, 

shades, some tools, pillows (sofa), 
kitchen appliances, new snow blower 
(elect start), elect cultivator, watches, 
footwear, stamps (old), coins, purses, 

new bunn coffee maker and more 
(CASH ONLY)

OPEN July 13th, 14th 7AM to 5PM
 Sat from 7AM to 12PM

If rain, still open and reopen following 
week if we have the stuff.

GARAGE SALE

PIA #58  07102023

GRAND DETOUR
Village Wide Garage Sales

Friday, July 14th &
Saturday, July 15th

7:30 a.m.
30+ Sales

Maps Available at Shell
PIA#56

202 N. 2nd St., 
Holcomb 

July 13th, 14th and 
15th from 9AM to 5PM

(antiques, collectible dolls, 
dish-ware, furniture, 1984 Wheel 
Horse riding lawn mower, speed 
bike, puzzles, women’s clothing, 
pet supplies, pictures, hand tiller, 

and misc. items)

BARN
Sale

PIA #57  07102023

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023
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DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

From page 6

Learn how Dr. Eliz-
abeth Bach observes 
plants, explores under-
ground life & tracks 
the bison at The Nature 
Conservancy’s Nachusa 
Grasslands! This will be 
an interactive opportuni-
ty at the library to touch & 
try out tools that are used 
to listen & speak for na-
ture in our neighborhood. 
Registration required, 
deadline to register 
Monday, July 10. 

Wednesday, July 12, 
Activity Time, Let’s Get 
Messy! 1:30 pm (grades 
1st & up) Dress for mess! 
Registration required

Thursday, July 13, 
Lego Club, 2 pm (2nd 
grade & up)

The club is designed 
to provide an enjoy-
able activity (FUN) that 
stimulates and develops 
spatial intelligence. Reg-
istration required

Saturday, July 15, 
“Find Your Voice” se-
lected Book titles are 
due.

Tuesday, July 18 
Teen Tech Afternoon, 
1:30 pm (13 yrs. & up)

Come to the library for 
an afternoon of  TECH! 
Another chance to see 
and use all of the tech 
offerings that we have, 
including our 3D pens 
(bring ideas for your own 
creations) & Oculus VR 
headset. Registration 
required

Thursday, July 20, 
Speaking with Art, 1:30 
pm, (1st grade & up)

Do Art Productions 
will present a workshop 
of how to turn your voice 
into characters through 
art! Registration deadline 
is Tuesday, July 18. 

Adult Summer Read-
ing Program- June 1st 
through August 11th 

Join others who are 

“too old” for the Chil-
dren’s Summer Reading 
Program (yes, that in-
cludes 18 and up!) for 
a low-key stress-free 
Adult Summer Reading 
program.  Oregon Public 
Library has two ways 
to record your reading 
progress.  Give the li-
brary a call or stop by for 
more information.  We 
have brain game packets 
available again this year.  
Brain game packets com-
pleted will be entered into 
the drawing for the Adult 
Summer Reading prizes 
at the end of the program. 
Follow us on Facebook, 
join our e-newsletter and 
visit our website for more 
information about pro-
grams.  All brain game 
packets and book logs 
must be turned in by the 
end of the business day 
on August 11, 2023. 

Athens to Istanbul – A 
Journey in Time-Mon-
day, July 10th at 1:00pm 
(virtual presenter)

This presentation will 
follow Eugene Flynn’s 
journey from Athens 
and the Greek Islands to 
Ephesus and Istanbul.  He 
will touch on the history 
of ancient and modern 
sites, as well as, the many 
sites welcoming people 
we meet along the way.  
Eugene Flynn spent 35 
years in sales and market-
ing at major technology 
firms while occasionally 
teaching at College of 
Lake County and Harper 
College.  He is a vol-
unteer at the non-profit 
Barrington Career Cen-
ter and serves on the 
board of the Institute of 
Continued Learning at 
Roosevelt University.  
He holds an M.A. degree 
from NIU (Sociology) 
and an MBA from the 
from the University of 
Chicago Booth School 
of Business.  Registra-

tion required, call (815) 
732-2724 or visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com

Ink with A Friend 
Monthly Card Club- 
Monday, July 17th at 
6:00pm

Sending  persona l 
cards to your friends 
and family is a way to let 
them know you care and 
are thinking about them. 
All designs include beau-
tiful colored cardstock, 
gorgeous designer series 
paper, detailed stamped 
images, die cut pieces, 
matching ink, ribbon, 
and embellishments.  All 
cards come with match-
ing envelopes. Whether 
you’re a new card maker 
or a seasoned pro, our kits 
are suited to every skill 
level. Don’t wait! Sign 
up today to reserve your 
spot. Oregon Patrons 
only.  Registration re-
quired (815) 732-2724 
or http://www.oregon-
publiclibrary.com

Try It Tuesday – 
Tuesday, July 18th at 
1:00pm or 5:30pm 
(Choose your time slot) 
Diamond Painting.  

What is  Diamond 
Painting?  Similar to 
both cross-stitch and 
paint-by-numbers, dia-
mond painting is a new 
creative hobby that has 
taken the world by storm, 
especially fans of DIY 
crafts. Crafters have 
fallen in love with this 
activity because it is easy 
to learn and incredibly 
rewarding.  Mastering 
the basics is a breeze, 
and crafters describe 
diamond painting as 
relaxing and calming. In 
fact, most say it is more 
stress-relieving than any 
other craft.  All supplies 
are provided.  This is an 
adult class.  Registration 
required, please call 
(815) 732-2724 or visit 
www.oregonpublicli-

brary.com.
Harry Potter Trivia 

Night-Cork N Tap – 
Thursday, July 20th at 
6:30pm

Grab your friends and 
have a night out of fun!  
Are you a Harry Potter 
fan?  This trivia will 
cover the books, movies, 
and characters. Program 
intended for 18 and over.  
Register your team of 
up to 6 players at (815) 
732-2724 or www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com.  
Prizes!

Ca l l ing  a l l  loca l 
authors!!! Local Au-
thor Open Mic Night – 
Wednesday, August 2nd 
at 6:30pm

Local authors are in-
vited to an open mic night 
to share poetry, short 
stories, excerpts of their 
novels and more. Come 
and support our local 
authors.  Authors and 
participants can register 
at www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com or call (815) 
732-2724 for more in-
formation.  Registration 
required.

Book Clubs                                                                                     
The 2WBC Book Club 

meets July 12, at 12:30 
pm to discuss Ready 
Player One by Ernest 
Cline. Is This Just Fan-

tasy? Book Club will 
meet July 13 at 6 pm at 
the Library to discuss 
Thistlefoot by Gennarose 
Nethercott. Cocktails & 
Crimes will meet Sunday, 
July 16 at 2 pm at Trippy’s 
(formerly Messie’s). The 
Afternoon Book Club 
meets Wednesday, July 
19 at 1 pm to discuss 
Where the Crawdads 
Sing by Delia Owens.  
Books on Tap Book Club 
meets Thursday, July 27 
at 6 pm at Cork & Tap 
to discuss A Gentleman 
In Moscow by Amor 
Towles. 

Yoga- Wednesdays, 
9:30 am Functional 
Yin-Yasa - This class is 
a hybrid of yang (active 
yoga) with yin (passive 
yoga). We will use fun-
damental yoga postures 
combined with function-
al movements to build 
strength and warmth 
followed by passive, long 
held poses to help with 
flexibility and mobility of 
the joints and soft tissues. 
A yoga mat and blocks 
will be useful props for 
this class! All levels wel-
come.”  Oregon Library 
Patrons only. Registra-
tion required, this class 
fills quickly.  Please call 
(815) 732-2724 or visit 

www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com.

O re g o n  Wr i t e r s 
Group -2nd Tuesday 
each month at 10:00 am 

The OWG is a gath-
ering of writers or writ-
er-wannabes who meet 
to support each other and 
further their own writing.  
The purpose of the group 
is to help and encourage 
you in your writing.  If 
you need brainstorming 
ideas, we can help sug-
gest ideas or aid with the 
creative process. 

Passport Services
The Oregon Public 

Library offers Passport 
Application Processing. 
Patrons seeking Passport 
Services should call the 
Library prior to their visit 
to ensure that an official 
processor is available at 
that time and for a check-
list of items, you will 
need for the appointment.

OPLD Dial-A-Sto-
ry & Oregon Public 
Library StoryWalk @
Oregon Park West

Call 815-732-2724, 
follow the prompts and 
presto...a story! Current 
story- Maybe by Kobi 
Yamada. Current story at 
the StoryWalk is Speak 
Up, Molly Lou Melon by 
Patty Lovell.

Rock River Center News
OREGON — Rock 

River Center is a resource 
center located at 810 S. 
10th Street, Oregon.  Do 
you need help with a 
Benefit Access Applica-
tion for a license plate 
discount, Medicare, hous-
ing, homemaker service, 
heating assistance or other 
things?  Our Information 
& Assistance Specialists 
are available at various 
locations throughout Ogle 
County.  Our activities and 
trips are open to all ages.  
Call our office at 815-732-
3252 with any questions.   
Visit us on the web at 
www.rockrivercenter.org 
and like us on Facebook.

Wood Carvers
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m.
All skill levels are 

welcome.
Bring your projects and 

meet other carvers.
No registration re-

quired.
Learn to Line Dance

Tuesday & Thursday at 
8:30 a.m.

Registration requested.
Activities with Mary
July 18 at 1:00 pm – 
Pictionary
July 18 at 1:45 pm – 
Drumming
Sign up by July 17.
Don Tersigni – Come-

dian and Singer
July 19 at 1:00 p.m.
Sign up requested by 

July 17.
Scam & Fraud 
Update
July 24 at 12:00 Noon
Advance registration 

requested.
Activity/Program In-

formation & Registra-
tion

Please call 815-732-
3252 to sign up or for more 
details.

Advance registration 
requested so we can be 
prepared

SUPPORT 
GROUPS @ 

ROCK RIVER 
CENTER
CANCER SUPPORT 

GROUP
Meets:  

4th Wednesday of March, 
June, Sept. & November

Time:  
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP – NEW 
SCHEDULE

Meets: 3RD Tuesday of 
monthTime: 10:00 – 11:30 
a.m.

DIABETIC 
SUPPORT GROUP
Meets: 1st Wednesday 

of the month Time: 11:00 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

LOW 
VISION GROUP
Meets: 2nd and 4th Tues-

day of month Time: 12:00 
p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

For more information 
on any of our Support 
Groups, call Rock River 
Center at 815-732-3252 
or 1-800-541-5479.

DEKALB — Over 
2,200 students received 
their degrees from North-
ern Illinois University in 
May. Included among 
the graduates were the 
following students from 
the local area:

Byron: Lance Cox, 
Bachelor of Science, 
“Engineering Technolo-
gy-Electrical Engineering 
Technology”; Kenzie Lin-
gel, Master of Business 
Admin, Business Admin-
istration MBA and Ja-
cob Lynde, Bachelor of 
Science, Mathematics 
- Mathematics Education. 
Davis Junction: Nicolas 
Kittleson, Bachelor of 
Science, Operations & 

Information Manage-
ment; Zachary Klonicki, 
Bachelor of Science, 
Mechatronics Engineer-
ing and Skot Lien, Bach-
elor of Science, Me-
chanical Engineering. 
For res ton :  De laney 
Buisker, Bachelor of Arts, 
Anthropology; Katie Kro-
gman, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Educ, Elementary 
Education: Special Edu-
cation and Hannah Ste-
vens, Bachelor of Science 
in Educ, Elementary Ed-
ucation: Bilingual/ESL. 
Kings: Anthony Mu-
ratore ,  Bachelor  of 
A r t s ,  P s y c h o l o g y. 
Mt. Morris: Austin My-
ers, Bachelor of Sci-

ence, Mechanical En-
gineering and Kate-
lyn Smith, Bachelor 
of Science in Educ, 
SPED-Learning Behav-
ior Specialist I with PEL. 
Oregon: Alexandra Oca-
mpo, Bachelor of Science, 
Psychology and Cristina 
Tranchina, Bachelor of 
Science, Nutrition, Di-
etetics, and Wellness. 
Polo: Summer Linboom, 
Bachelor of Science, Early 
Childhood Education with 
Preschool Special Educa-
tion Approval and Taylor 
Lirgameris, Bachelor 
of Science, Marketing. 
Stillman Valley: Julie 
Blume, Master of Sci-
ence, Health Sciences.

NIU announces local spring 
2023 graduation list
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