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Capitol News Illinois
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sillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – A 

new state fiscal year will 
begin July 1, ushering in 
the reinstatement of a 1 
percent tax on groceries 
and a second increase to 
the state’s motor fuel tax 
in 2023.

Amid record-high in-
flation last spring, the 
General Assembly tem-
porarily waived Illinois’ 
grocery tax for the coming 
fiscal year and delayed 
the annual increase in the 
state’s motor fuel tax for 
six months. Democrats in-
troduced both those mea-
sures as part of a larger tax 
relief package that drew 
criticisms for its proximity 
to the November general 
election.

“What we did last year 
was a temporary measure 
because we had very high 

inflation,” Pritzker said 
when asked at an unrelated 
news conference Tuesday 
whether the changes were 
election-related. “Infla-
tion, you may notice, has 
come down.”

Inflation was approach-
ing 9 percent when the 
tax relief plan passed last 
year, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
but it was 4 percent last 
month when the fiscal year 
2024 was budget passed.

The Pritzker admin-
istration estimated at the 
time the temporary pause 
on the grocery tax would 
cost the state $400 million. 
Most grocery tax revenues 
are distributed to local 
governments, so last year 
lawmakers directed state 
general revenue funds to 
reimburse local govern-
ments for any financial hit 
they would have taken due 
to the pause.

“I would like very much 

1 percent grocery tax resumes, gas tax increases 
as new fiscal year began July 1

to eliminate entirely the 
grocery tax, but it is a mat-
ter of local governments 
and what they would do 
if they didn’t have that 
income as a result of the 
grocery tax,” Pritzker 
said, faulting Republicans 
for “complaining” about 
the tax being reimposed 

without offering revenue 
alternatives.

The motor fuel tax on 
gasoline, gasohol and 
compressed natural gas, 
meanwhile, will increase 
by 3.1 cents on July 1, to 
45.4 cents per gallon. The 
tax rate for diesel fuel will 
also increase by 3.1 cents, 

to 52.9 cents per gallon.
The automatic increase 

in the fuel tax at the begin-
ning of the new fiscal year 
is an annual process that 
became law in 2019 with 
bipartisan support. 

See TAX page A3

Fritts hosts senior 
health fair July 12

DIXON - State Representative Bradley Fritts (R-Dix-
on) is hosting an upcoming senior fair at DeKalb High 
School, 501 Dresser Road, on Wednesday, July 12. The 
event is free, open to the public, and will run from 10 
a.m. to noon.

This event encourages area senior citizens to learn 
about how they can save money, have fun, and take ad-
vantage of free health screenings. There will be dozens 
of vendors available from area businesses, organizations, 
and state agencies aimed at helping seniors in every 
aspect of their lives.

Representative Fritts is hosting alongside State Sen-
ators Sue Rezin (Morris) and Dave Syverson (Cherry 
Valley), House Minority Leader Tony McCombie 
(Savanna), and State Representative Jeff Keicher 
(Sycamore).

“This fair will give seniors the tools they need to 
lead happy and healthy lives,” said Rep. Fritts. “It also 
allows them to receive multiple services all at once 
which saves them both time and money.”

Light refreshments will be served. For questions, 
please contact Fritts’ office at 815-561-3690.

BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – The 

Illinois Department of 
Transportation unveiled a 
plan on Friday for spend-
ing nearly $41 billion in 
federal, state and local 
funds over the next six 
years to repair and up-
grade roads, bridges, air-
ports, rail lines and other 
infrastructure throughout 
the state.

The latest version of 
the plan, which IDOT 
updates annually, is the 
largest multiyear plan in 
state history. It’s driven by 
the state’s 2019 Rebuild 

Illinois capital infrastruc-
ture program. The initial 
six-year Rebuild Illinois 
plan included $33.2 bil-
lion for transportation, 
funded largely by annu-
alized increases to the 
state’s motor fuel tax and 
increases to driving-relat-
ed licensing fees that took 
effect in 2020.

“Over the next six 
years, we’re investing 
over $40 billion to im-
prove all modes of trans-
portation across our great 
state,” Gov. JB Pritzker 
said at a news confer-
ence in Springfield. “And 
that means better roads 
and bridges, modern-
ized transit and aviation, 

and expanded and faster 
passenger rail service. It 
even extends to improved 
river ports, new sewers 
and water infrastructure 
and a huge upgrade to 
bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodations.”

More than half of the 
plan, $27 billion, will go 
toward road and bridge 
projects, including $4.6 
billion in the current fis-
cal year. That will fund 
repair and reconstruction 
of 2,866 miles of roadway 
and 9.8 million square feet 
of bridge deck on the state 
highway system, along 
with another 738 miles of 
roadway and 1.1 million 
square feet of bridge deck 

IDOT unveils 6-year, $41 billion plan for infrastructure projects
in systems maintained by 
local governments.

The project list in-
cludes $611.5 million 
for reconstruction and 
improvements to portions 
of Interstate 90 in Cook 
County that will include 
improving safety and 
access to O’Hare Interna-
tional Airport in Chicago. 

The plan also calls for 
spending $135.1 million 
to expand portions of 
U.S. Highway 24 to four 
lanes in Peoria and Fulton 
counties; $156 million 
to replace a bridge over 
the Mississippi River in 
Quincy; and $116 million 
to replace a bridge over 
the Ohio River at Cairo.

Amboy needs you
AFD looking to add to 
firefighter, EMT ranks
BY BRANDON LACHANCE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY – When US Senator 

Dick Durbin visited the Amboy 
Fire Department last week, he 
mentioned that the station receives 
400 calls a year.

Whether the call is for a fire, 
a citizen fell or is in trouble, the 
Amboy Fire Department and the 
community rely on the residents 
to help.

“I tell interested people, ‘We are 
hurting for people.’ We are hurting 
for people who are dedicated to 
serve the community,” said Nathan 
Shaw, 45, born and raised in Amboy, 

who will celebrate his third-year 
anniversary with the department 
in August. “We have plenty of 
volunteers, but it’s one thing to be a 
volunteer and one thing to actually 
show up for a call in the middle of 
the night or a call during the day 
when you know you have to work.

“There is comradery within the 
department. There is teamwork that 
motivates you through it. Everyone 
helps everyone. I enjoy the com-
radery, the structure, and knowing 
what needs to be done and how 
to do it. It’s structured for me and 
that’s something that I’ve been used 
to for over 20 years. It felt like it 
was my place when I joined. It felt 
right; like I was at home.”

The Amboy Fire Department 
is seeking volunteers to join the 

firefighter and EMT ranks.
Although the term “volunteer” 

is used, all of the AFD responding 
personnel are paid and some have 
staffed positions. Most, 90 percent, 
of the Amboy staff have a different 
primary job.

The cost for firefighter and EMT 
training is 100-percent covered by 
the department.

Lieutenant Shaw, who left Am-
boy for 21 years when he enlisted 
in the Army, returned home and 
joined the AFD after his military 
retirement.

Instead of feeling like a job, being 
part of the department and being 
at the station felt like home and 
somewhere he was supposed to be. 
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• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery
• Auto Truck Repair

• Emergency Roadside Assistance
• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

05
01
20
23

Compton • 815-343-8047
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette • 815-849-5171

Rt. 251• Mendota
(815) 539-5985
Open 7 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-9pm
Thur. 4pm-9pm
Friday & Sat. 11am-10pm
Joe & Ana Arteaga

Thursdays 4:00pm-9:00pm

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Perfect for parties, weddings, birthdays or 

any gathering.

Sunday SpecialSunday Special: : 
Chicken Wings SpecialChicken Wings Special
1/4 Chicken, French fries, 1/4 Chicken, French fries, 
Cole Slaw - $8Cole Slaw - $8
MondayMonday: : 
Margaritas - $5 Margaritas - $5 
Tuesday: Tuesday: Taco Night!Taco Night! 
WednesdayWednesday: : 
1/4 Fried Chicken with 1/4 Fried Chicken with 
French Fries & Coleslaw - $8French Fries & Coleslaw - $8

07032023

FOR DAILY SPECIALS!

LIKE & FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK

THURSDAY SPECIAL ONLY 

15% o� *

regular priced menu items 
excluding alcohol

*please present coupon for o� er

Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteaga

Residential Lawn Mowing • General Yard 
Clean-Up • Edging, Mulch, Sod & Rock

Call For Your Free Estimate! 
FULLY INSURED!!
(815) 878-7504 03132023

JULY SPECIAL
• $100 OFF a Tree Job

• $100 OFF Landscaping Job
• 10% OFF Lawn Mowing

SPRINGFIELD – July 
is National Extreme Heat 
Safety Month and the Illi-
nois Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and Office 
of Homeland Security 
(IEMA-OHS) has some 
easy tips to keep you cool.

“Illinois has many days 
of sweltering high heat 
including several 100-de-
gree days,” explained IE-
MA-OHS Director Alicia 
Tate-Nadeau. “Know the 
differences and prevent 
heat cramps, heat illness, 
and heat stroke.”

Extreme heat is defined 
as two to three days of 
heat and humidity with 
successive 90+ degree 
days. In July 1995, a heat 
wave contributed to more 
than 700 deaths in the 
Chicago area.

Illinois State Climatol-
ogist believe that typically 
over 300 people die from 
heat every year. Heat is 
responsible for the highest 
number of deaths every 
year from weather-related 
hazards in Illinois.

Illinois officials offer saftey tips for rising temperatures

Extreme heat safety 
awareness tips include:

About 40 percent of 
unwanted heat buildup in 

homes is through windows
Use awnings or curtains 

to deflect the sun
Fans will move air 

around, but does not lower 
your temperature

Use air conditioning 
inside your home or visit 

a store or local mall
Urban homes are more 

at risk of extreme heat, so 
know your local cooling 

centers
Wear light-colored, 

loose-fitting, and light-
weight clothing

Avoid strenuous activ-
ity during mid-day

Hydrate with water, not 
caffeinated or alcoholic 
beverages

Never leave children or 
pets in a vehicle

Get trained in first aid 
to help when someone is 
suffering from heat illness

These habits will keep 
you stay safe and help oth-
ers too. Check on neigh-
bors, friends, family, and 
elderly who are more vul-
nerable to extreme heat. 
And learn the differences 
between a heat watch vs 
heat warning (NWS).

RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
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Local Remodeling  
& Home Repair

Call us for a free estimate for all your  
general contracting needs 

815-780-0259 | Craftworkscustomhomes@yahoo.com

Craftworks Custom 
Homes

• Roofing
• Siding

• Decks
• Additions

Dan Truckenbrod

02152023

07
12

20
23

Mary Lovgren 
Realtor/Broker
815-994-1449

211 South Appleton Ave., Amboy 
$62,500

4 adjacent lots-Call for more information

Any type of property 
- any time of year 

(815)849-5476

NEW 
LIS

TING

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

AMBOY
815-857-2125

SUBLETTE
815-849-5219

LAMOILLE
815-638-2171

• Auto 
• Home 
• Farm

• Crop
• Life
• Health

Give us a call today!

Whatever your insurance need, we 
have the right policy for you!

01
17
20
22

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

• Business 
• Vacation Home

Summer Camp 
We only have two more weeks in our Video game 

Splash camp. It began June 12 and will end July 17 
for pre-k to fourth grade. This week’s theme is Plants 
vs. Zombies-Pre-K and K are on Mondays, first and 
second are on Tuesdays, and third and fourth will be 
on Wednesdays.  Information packets are in our 24/7 
hallway.

4-H Pie Sale
We will be holding a pie sale on Friday, July 28 at 

the Lee County Fairgrounds 4-H Fair. We are in need 
of pies to sell. If you are interested in baking one or 
want to donate money to get some, please message us 
on Facebook or call us at 815-857-4800. Unfortunately 
due to other obligations, we will not be able to do the 
4-H breakfast this year.  

Thank You’s
We are always grateful to those that help us in our 

endeavor to help the community: Michael and Sheila 
Brady for the monetary donation to get Revolution 
Wellness drinks and Revolution Wellness for picking 
up the rest of the tab; Pam Payne for her monetary do-
nation; Mark and Veronica Grossman for the various 
items; Brian W. for volunteering, bandaids, and letting 
us use canopy and umbrella; Riley Family for the Pop 
Tarts; and Linda and Paul Erisman for the bedding.  

Needs
Plastic Forks 

Final Note
Heavenly Father, we look around and find sadness 

all around. Life is difficult for so many. The wicked 
prosper, and the righteous suffer. We search for an-
swers, but alas, nothing makes sense of all the sorrow. 
Comfort our souls, O Lord. Send Your Spirit to impart 
peace and understanding. Kindle the flame of Your love 
in our hearts, that we might be able to ease the pain of 
our neighbor and bring glory to Your name. In Your 
dear Son’s name, Amen.”

D I X O N - T h e  L e e 
County Health Depart-
ment will have Immuni-
zation Clinics for Children 
and Adults by appointment 
only. Call 815-284-3371 to 
make an appointment or 
for information on other 
services available. You 
may also visit the website 
at www.lchd.com for a list 
of services available.

AMBOY- You are in-
vited to join fellow senior 
citizens for a free exercise 
program. The program has 
moved from The Amboy 
Sports Park to indoors 
at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, 960 US Highway 
52, Amboy. Sessions are 
held Tuesdays and Thurs-
days at 10 a.m. Chairs are 
provided for an approxi-
mate 30-minute workout. 
For more information, call 
Chris at 815-857-3963. No 
session July 4.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
American Legion will not 
meet again until the third 
Monday in October.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Township meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. on 

Wednesday, July 12, at the 
township building, 106 S. 
Prospect. 

LEE CENTER TWP-
The Lee Center Township 
meeting will be held at 7 
p.m. on Thursday, July 13, 
at the Township Building, 
2202 Shaw Rd., Amboy.

AMBOY- Acoutic Cir-
cle, a folk rock group, 
will be the featured music 
on Saturday, July 15, in 
downtown Amboy, at the 
city band shelter. Show 
times are 7-9 p.m. Bring 
your lawn chairs for this 
free concert.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy Council will meet 
at 6 p.m. on Monday, July 
17, at the Community 
Center, 280 W. Wasson Rd.

AMBOY- The Amboy 
CUSD School Board will 
meet at 6:30 p.m., Thurs-
day, July 20, at Amboy 
Junior High School.

LEE COUNTY- The 
goat club from Lee County 
4-H is hosting a goat clinic 
at 6 p.m., Thursday, July 
20, at the Lee County 4-H 

Center & Fairgrounds, 
near Amboy, to help kids 
learn more about showing 
goats. 4-H membership is 
not necessary and goats are 
welcome if you would like 
to bring them.  One may 
register at go.illinois.edu/
LeeGoatClinic. For more 
information, contact Katie 
McBride at 815-857-3525.

AMBOY- The theme 
for the music on Saturday, 
July 22, in downtown 
Amboy, at the city band 
shelter, will be variety. 
Show times are 7-9 p.m. 
Bring your lawn chairs 
for this free concert. This 
is the final concert of the 
season. There is no concert 
on July 29 due to the Lee 
County Fair.

Lawmakers doubled the 
motor fuel tax and indexed 
it to increase at the rate of 
the federal government’s 
Consumer Price Index 
each year.

The motor fuel tax rev-
enue, combined with one-
time increases to license 
and registration fees that 
took effect in 2020, provid-
ed the funding backbone 
of the state’s $33.2 billion 
six-year infrastructure 
plan for road and bridge 
upkeep, dubbed Rebuild 

Illinois.
According to the gov-

ernor’s office, Rebuild 
Illinois has funded $10.9 
billion of upgrades as of 
March 31, including 4,913 
miles of roads, 479 struc-
tures, and 709 other safety 
improvements.

Last year’s July 1 mo-
tor fuel tax increase was 
delayed six months, so 
the per-gallon tax already 
increased by 3.1 cents 
in January. Pritzker last 
year estimated that the 

temporary pause on the 
gas tax hike would have 
saved consumers about 
$70 million.

As part of last year’s tax 
relief plan, lost motor fuel 
tax revenues were replaced 
by money from the state’s 
Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank fund, which 
is historically paid into 
by fees and fines related 
to underground chemical 
storage tanks, such as those 
at gas stations.

Capitol News Illinois is 

a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering 
state government. It is 
distributed to hundreds of 
print and broadcast outlets 
statewide. It is funded 
primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation, along with 
major contributions from 
the Illinois Broadcasters 
Foundation and Southern 
Illinois Editorial Associ-
ation.

The multiyear plan also earmarks $13.96 billion for 
other modes of transportation, including $9.85 billion 
for transit systems, $2.67 billion for freight and passen-
ger rail, $1.25 billion for aviation projects, and $190 
million for ports and waterways.

Among the intermodal projects in the plan are $100 
million for safety and reliability improvements on Am-
trak’s Saluki service between Chicago and Carbondale 
and runway improvements at municipal airports in 
Litchfield and Pontiac.

Transportation Secretary Omer Osman said the $41 
billion six-year plan represents a 10 percent increase 
over the previous multiyear plan, and the money ear-
marked for the current fiscal year represents a 25 percent 
increase over the previous fiscal year.

“But that is due in large part to the engineering and 
planning effort in the early years of capital program 
(which) is starting to result in more construction activity 
on work on the street,” he said.

Pritzker and other officials at the news conference 
emphasized that the Rebuild Illinois program is meant 
to do more than improve safety and efficiency in trans-

portation. The program is also supporting thousands 
of high-paying jobs in construction, engineering and 
other fields.

“This is more than just new rail. This is more than a 
runway at an airport,” said Illinois AFL-CIO President 
Tim Drea. “This is about opportunities. We can see all 
those physical infrastructure improvements, but what 
we don’t really see is the opportunities that this program 
creates for a diverse workforce with high wages, middle 
class wages, health care, and retirement security.”

Through four years of the Rebuild Illinois program, 
IDOT has completed $12.1 billion of improvements 
statewide, including 5,339 miles of highway, 533 bridges, 
and 762 other safety improvements.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state government. It is distributed to 
hundreds of print and broadcast outlets statewide. It is 
funded primarily by the Illinois Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick Foundation, along with major 
contributions from the Illinois Broadcasters Foundation 
and Southern Illinois Editorial Association.

PROJECTS continued from page A1

IDHS Public Service Announcement
988 is a confidential lifeline and available 24/7. If 

you or someone you know is struggling with thoughts 
of suicide or facing a mental health or substance use 
crisis, help is just a call or text away. Life can throw 
us unexpected challenges, and sometimes it can make 
you feel overwhelmed. You are not alone, help is here. 
Call or text 988 to be connected with a trained, com-
passionate crisis counselor who can help you navigate 
difficult times. This message is brought to you by the 
Illinois Department of Human Services.  

OSF HealthCare 
available for Illinois 
Valley heart patients

OTTAWA – With the closing of St. Margaret’s Health, 
OSF HealthCare has other options for patients seeking 
cardiovascular care.

OSF HealthCare Cardiovascular Institute has served 
the I-80 corridor for over 25 years and will continue 
to have a significant presence in the region, delivering 
services to Spring Valley patients at nearby locations 
with the same providers they know and trust.

Patients should call OSF Cardiovascular Institute in 
Ottawa at 815-434-0276 to make an appointment with 
their cardiovascular provider.

For medication refills, patients should call their 
pharmacy.

Patients who already have appointments scheduled 
will receive a letter and/or phone call from the OSF 
Cardiovascular Institute prior to their appointment, 
directing them to the appropriate location for care. 

“OSF Cardiovascular Institute is committed to 
delivering quality heart care for the Illinois Valley 
communities,” says Dr. Darrel Gumm, vice president, 
OSF Cardiovascular Institute. “From general cardiology 
to complex surgeries, our exceptional cardiology team 
is here to serve the communities in the Illinois Valley 
with the greatest care and love.”

RECYCLE! RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
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Erno G. “Steve” Petansky
May 16, 1940 - July 4, 2023

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Monday - Thursday Daily Mass 8 am

Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7 am & 10:30 am
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 4-6 pm with Confessions and  

Mass at 6 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 8:30 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Kyle Kelly

500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
449 Reuter Road, 

Amboy, IL
Phone 815-440-5321

½ Mile East of Route 26 at Union Rd
Sun., 9:00 am, Morning Worship
Youth Church, Ages 3 – Grade 4

10:15 am Sunday School, Age 3 – Adult
Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

 St. Mary’s Church – West Brooklyn
Rev. Randy Fronek

Mass - Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Saturday – 5:30 p.m.

 St. Patrick Church - Maytown
Rev. Randy Fronek
Mass – Friday - 8 a.m.

Sunday - 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road

07
12

20
23

A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
July 17-21

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

MONDAY – CHICKEN PARMESAN, PASTA W/MARINARA, SICILIAN BLEND VEGGIES, WGR DINNER 
ROLL, DICED PEARS
TUESDAY – SAUSAGE GRAVY W/ WGR BISCUIT, HASH BROWN POTATO, 2 SAUSAGE PATTIES, 
ORANGE JUICE
WEDNESDAY – POLISH SAUSAGE, SAUERKRAUT, POTATO WEDGES, BAKED BEANS, CHILLED 
APPLESAUCE, WGR HOT DOG BUN
THURSDAY – SOUTHWEST SALAD, BLACK BEANS, CORN, CHEESE, CHICKEN, TOMATO, ONION, 
WGR DINNER ROLL, FRUIT JUICE, DRESSING PC
FRIDAY – A). PEPPER STEAK, MASHED POTATO/GRAVY, GLAZED CARROTS, WGR WHEAT 
BREAD-1, MANDARIN ORANGES B). TURKEY/VEGETABLE

Call 800-779-1189 to make  
reservations 24 hours in advance

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:30 am

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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AMBOY — Erno G. 
“Steve” Petansky, 83, of 
Amboy, passed away on 
July 4, 2023, at Franklin 
Grove Living and Rehab. 

He was born on May 16, 
1940, in Erd, Hungary the 
son of Bela and Julianna 
(Hollosi) Petansky. 

Steve worked as a 
Warehouse Supervisor at 
General Motors for many 
years prior to his retire-
ment. He enjoyed garden-
ing, fishing, and spending 
time at Woodhaven Lakes. 
Steve was also a talented 
cook and baker always 
sharing food with others. 

Steve is preceded in 
death by his parents; wife, 
Jane Petansky (Steward); 
and brother, Bela Petan-
sky. 

He is survived by his 
children, Julie (Jerry) 
Murillo, Stevie (Debbie) 
Petansky, Eddie Petansky, 
Cindy (Kornel) Galambos; 
and 10 grandchildren. 

Cremation rites have 
been accorded. 

A memorial visitation 
will be held from 11 a.m. 
to noon, on Saturday, July 
8, 2023, at the Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home in Amboy. 
Burial of cremated re-

mains will be at a later date 
in Hungary. Arrangements 
by the Mihm-Jones Funer-
al Home in Amboy. 

Condolences can be left 
at www.thejonesfh.com.

ROCKFORD – No one is riding the wave of ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) higher than scammers, who 
see the new technology as a fabulous money-making 
opportunity. Deep fakes are altered and edited record-
ings, often targeting well-known celebrities and leaders, 
and are also being used as an emerging and effective 
fraud tool against anyone who posts video or audio on 
social media. The Better Business Bureau is warning 
people that audio posts on social media or the Internet 
are susceptible to being copied to be used to make 
alarming calls to your loved ones.

Dennis Horton, director of the Rockford Regional 
Office of the Better Business Bureau, says, “It’s clear 
to see that anything you say as an audio post can be 
used against you and your loved ones in this evolving 
and dangerous type of scam.”

Artificial Intelligence is a hot topic in business and 
social conversations, often called more exciting and 
important than the industrial revolution. Generative AI 
programs like ChatGPT can create new content, such 
as audio, text, or images. They’re already commonly 
used for entertainment and business, but they can be 

used for a more dubious purpose: scams.
Horton explains, “Scammers are using voice dupli-

cation as a tool to make fake calls to potential victims 
with a cloned voice to trick people into believing the 
person they know is in trouble, danger, and in need of 
money. Some examples are people being kidnapped, 
in crashes, or being arrested. Scammers could expand 
into romance, tech support, celebrity, and other scams.”

Horton adds, “It’s been alarming to see how easily 
scammers can run sophisticated but readily available and 
inexpensive software to produce audio-video duplicates. 
Once they get audio samples, they can use AI software 
to make that hijacked voice sample to say whatever they 
want. Unfortunately, people hear who they think is a 
loved one in distress and unwittingly send money to 
help. What you see or hear – Is no longer what you get.

“The Tip-off to the Rip-off,” says Horton, “is that 
scammers will try whatever it takes to frighten people 
into acting immediately while emotions run high. The 
best defense to this type of call is to remain calm and 
contact the person directly, which immediately exposes 
this kind of scam attempt.”

Consumers should be on the outlook because AI can 
also significantly increase and make fake text and email 
messages more grammatically correct than scam emails 
in the past. Previously, typos or odd phrasing were pos-
sible signs of a phishing message, but these may be less 
common going forward. Horton says, “Consumers will 
need to be more vigilant and double-check the source 
of any unsolicited messages.”

Awareness of how scammers may use AI can help 

consumers do their due diligence and protect them-
selves. The good news is that many best practices for 
verifying online information and vetting unsolicited 
messages still apply.

• Don’t believe everything you see or hear online. 
This classic rule of thumb for avoiding scams becomes 
ever more important in the age of AI. Use a healthy 
amount of skepticism if someone contacts you and you 
can’t verify their identity. 

• Scrutinize wording. Generative AI has advanced 
to the point where it creates compelling messages, but 
it’s not infallible. Odd phrasing or incorrect information 
may still be a sign that something’s not right. 

• Don’t click links or attachments. If you receive a 
message that seems to be from an official source, verify 
the sender and web address before you click any links, 
download attachments, or call any numbers that you 
see in the message. Unfamiliar links and attachments 
could contain computer viruses or lead to fraudulent 
websites set up for a scam. 

• Check and double-check. Even if a website looks 
real, check the address at the top of your web browser 
to ensure you are on the correct site. It’s especially 
important to double-check before submitting sensitive 
personal or financial information to any website. 

• Know common phishing tactics. Unsolicited emails 
and texts that promise great deals or urge you to act on 
something immediately should be taken with a grain of 
salt. Read BBB’s guides on spotting phony emails and 
text messages for more common red flags. 

• When in doubt, get a second opinion. BBB’s 2022 
ScamTracker Risk Report found that nearly ¾ of people 
who avoided losing money in a scam had a gut feeling 
that something wasn’t right about the situation. If you 
receive a phone call or message that doesn’t seem right, 
ask a friend, or loved one for a second opinion. Check 
BBB.org for information about common scams.

For more information If you’ve encountered a scam, 
report it to BBB Scam Tracker. Your report exposes 
scammer tactics. Visit BBB.org or follow us @Chi-
cagoBBB on social media. Sign up for BBB’s free con-
sumer newsletter, BBB Edge, at BBB.org/ChicagoBuzz. 
Look for the BBB seal, The Sign of a Better Business.

BBB Alert: Artificial Intelligence – very realistic scams 

“My dad was a volun-
teer with the Amboy Fire 
Department for 30 years. 
When I was a kid, I always 
wanted to be a firefighter,” 
Shaw said. “I went into the 
military instead. When I 
came back home, it was 
a ‘You’re a Shaw, so you 

need to volunteer.’ I felt the 
obligation that I had to join 
the department. 

“I still wanted to find 
my place in the commu-
nity to continue to serve 
the community. I felt like 
joining the fire department 
was a good way to do it. 

I enjoy it. It’s something 
to do every day. There is 
a thrill of being on scene 
and helping people.”

If you’re interested in 
joining the Amboy Fire 
Department, call 815-994-
6184 for information.

FIRE continued from page A1

OSF HealthCare welcomes new 
primary care provider

OTTAWA – OSF HealthCare is 
pleased to add a new primary care provid-
er to its staff to better serve the community 
of Ottawa and surrounding areas.

The addition of Jamie Bond, APRN, 
will ensure increased access for patients in 
need of primary care at the OSF Medical 
Group – Primary Care office at 1614 East 
Norris Drive, Ottawa.

Bond joins the care team of Ryan 

Tremb, DO and offers many primary care 
services. She especially loves helping 
patients meet their health goals. As a 
primary care provider, she enjoys getting 
to know her patients and working with 
them throughout their lives.

New or existing patient appointments 
with Jamie Bond or a member of her 
care team can be made by calling 815-
433-1010.
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SOCIAL NEWS
The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

The Tinker

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
07122023

136 N Mason Ave., Amboy $39,900
As soon as you enter this property, you’ll feel the warm and welcoming vibe. This one and half story home has so much 
potential. Features 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom and laundry room on the main floor, all appliances, enclosed front porch, and 
living area. The kitchen is spacious. The home’s location is also ideal, as it’s close to a variety of amenities, including stores, 
eateries, and educational. Home is for sale AS IS . Call today for a showing!

Local nature 
and history
By Jim “Mazie” Long

Strange Things Grow 
Here

Threatened by extinction, these 
plants are rare to behold

Jim “Mazie” 
Long

Insectivore 
now in bloom

Insec t iv -
o r o u s 
p l a n t s 

supplement the 
food they obtain 
from the soil and 
the air by trap-
ping insects in 
their specially 
modified leaves. 
Dissolving out 
their soluble juices by 
means of special secre-
tions. We have an insec-
tivorous plant growing 
wild in Lee County. It is 
the Sundew.

The plant consists of 
a rosette of leaves about 
four inches in diameter. 
The leaves are spatulate 
and are covered with long 
hairs which exude a large 
drop of sticky fluid that 
glistens in the sun like a 
drop of dew. When an in-
sect becomes stuck in the 
sticky dew, it is completely 
engulfed by fluid from the 
bristles. After the insect is 
digested, the leaf opens up 
and is ready for another in-
sect. In July, the glistening 
patches are in bloom. The 
flowers are white and they 
bloom on each stalk one 
at a time. The Sundew is 
a state threatened species 
that I have found in four 
locations in Lee County.

3 other curious 
plants 

Three other rare plants 
grow only in Lee County 
and nowhere else in Il-
linois. They are the Bog 
Ground Pine, Torrey’s 
Bubrush, and the Netted 
Nut Rush. All are consid-
ered to be facing extinc-
tion in the state. 

The Bog Ground Pine 
is found in two locations 
in the center of the county, 
growing on the shores of 
ponds. It is a pale-green 
plant with stems like pipe 
cleaners creeping on the 
ground. In summer, they 
produce upright stems 
with a cone on the top. 
They produce spores and 
have no flowers. 

Torrey’s  Bubrush 
grows in two ponds six 
miles west of Amboy.

The Netted Nut Rush 
grows on wet, bare sand 
only a few miles from 
Amboy in oak woods. 
It is a small grass-like 
plant with a short life. 
Its seeds are similar to 

glass beads. They 
may weather for 
years before they 
germinate. Some 
years, you can 
search the entire 
area where they 
grow and not see 
a single plant. 
Other years, they 
may be abundant.

None of the 
above plants will 

win any awards for beau-
ty, but it is pleasant to 
know that Lee County has 
somehow provided a safe 
haven for them. I would 
like to see their “homes” 
preserved for the future.

Editor’s Note:  James 
Brady Long was born in 
Amboy on June 12, 1926. 
Known by many as “Ma-
zie”, he grew up in Amboy, 
served in the army during 
World War II, then studied 
forestry at the Michigan 
College of Mining and 
Technology. His studies in 
botany and forest protec-
tion continued as he ven-
tured into farming here. 
A beloved story-teller, his 
farm became a place of 
learning and adventure 
for relatives and friends. 
In his later years, he con-
tributed a series of local 
nature articles to The 
Amboy News. Upon his 
death in 2000, his many 
hand-written drafts were 
gathered and initially 
curated by Brenda Boyle. 
The present, renewed 
series draws from those 
drafts, both unpublished 
and previously published.

George Hard-
ing’s first novel 
“Tinkers” was 

turned down by agents 
and publishers for years. 
Eventually a tiny publish-
ing house accepted it, and 
it soon gained passionate 
advocates among inde-
pendent booksellers. In 
2010, to nearly everyone’s 
surprise, “Tinkers” won 
the Pulitzer Prize for fic-
tion. Though it is a mere 
200 pages and doesn’t 
have much of a plot, the 
eminent author Marilynne 
Robinson wrote in the 
Foreword, “The novel is 
itself the rich inheritor of 
the tradition of American 
literature that emerged in 
New England in the nine-
teenth century. Emerson 
and Thoreau, Dickinson, 
Whitman, and Melville 
all proved, through their 
profound attention to the 
simple, the modest and 
commonplace, that the 
world is saturated with 
meaning of the highest 
order, meaning that re-
veals itself when deep 
and respectful attention 
is brought to it.”

“Tinkers” begins: 
“George Washington 
Crosby began to hallu-
cinate eight days before 
he died.” George was 80 
years old; he was born 
in West Cove, Maine, in 
1915; he taught math, got 
married, had two daugh-
ters, and throughout his 
life tirelessly nourished 
his obsession with clocks. 
He repaired hundreds 
of clocks, and scores of 
them ticked throughout 
the house. “Find the music 
of sweetest verse, so, too, 
our greatest clock men 
find that poetry resides 
in the human process of 
distilling civilization from 
riotous nature!”

George’s father How-
ard was a tinker. He drove 
a wagon for a living. 
Pulled by Prince Edward, 
the mule, the wooden wag-
on had dozens of drawers 
containing brushes and 
wood oil, tooth powder 
and nylon stockings, shav-

ing soap and straight-edge 
razors. There were drawers 
with shoe shine and boot 
strings, broom handles and 
mop heads. “Howard did 
at one time or another on 
his rounds: shoot a rabid 
dog, deliver a baby, put 
out a fire, pull a rotten 
tooth, cut a man’s hair, sell 
five gallons of homemade 
whiskey for a backwoods 
bootlegger named Potts, 
fish a drowned child from 
a creek.” 

Howard had epilepsy. 
He and his wife Kathleen 
kept it from their four 
children. But an attack at 
the kitchen table brought 
Howard down. Twelve-
year-old George helped 
his mother until Howard 
bit down hard on his hand. 
“There was so much noise 
from my father’s boots 
kicking the floor and 
kicking the legs of the 
table, so that everything 
on it jumped and crashed 
back down or leapt off the 
table.” Howard decided to 
leave “because my wife’s 
silence is not the for-
bearance of decent, stern 
people who fear You; it 
is the quiet of outrage, of 
bitterness. It is the quiet of 
biding time.” He despaired 
because “his wife saw him 
as a fool, as a useless tin-
ker, a copier of bad verse 
from two-penny religious 
magazines, an epileptic, 
and could find no reason 
to turn her head and see 
him as something better.”

RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 

OSF HealthCare to 
open Peru Midtown and 
Granville locations July 10

PERU – OSF HealthCare is pleased to announce the 
opening of the Midtown Plaza complex, Midtown Health 
Center, and Granville Clinic. These locations will open 
Monday morning, July 10, including OSF PromptCare, 
OSF Medical Group – Primary Care locations, OSF 
Occupational Health, and OSF Rehabilitation.

OSF Medical Group - Primary Care, located in the 
Midtown Health Center, 1650 Midtown Road, Peru, 
includes Grant Reed, DO, Andrew Zidow, MD, Michelle 
Vasquez, MD, Anju Patel, MD, Kara Fess, MD, Deb 
Herz, APRN and Hallie Konieczki, APRN. Monday – 
Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Phone: 815-538-1351

OSF PromptCare will be located in the Midtown 
Health Center, 1650 Midtown Road, Peru. It is a walk-
in clinic to assess and treat sudden minor illnesses and 
injuries. PromptCare has an on-site lab, X-ray services, 
and treatment rooms for minor procedures. Seven days 
a week from 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Phone: 815-538-1351

OSF Occupational Health, 1412 Midtown Plaza, 
Peru, providing pre-employment physicals, fit for duty, 
drug and alcohol screenings and respiratory fitness. 
Monday – Friday, 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. Phone: 815-538-1353 

OSF Rehabilitation, 1424 Midtown Plaza, Peru, will 
provide physical, occupational and speech therapies. 
Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m. - 6 p.m., Friday, 7 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Phone: 815-538-1354

OSF Medical Group – Primary Care, 1436 Midtown 
Plaza, Peru, will include Dexter Angeles, MD and Todd 
Kuzma, PA. Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Phone: 
815-538-1355 

OSF Medical Group - Primary Care, 309 McCoy St., 
Granville, is where Shawn Bailey, MD, will continue 
to see patients. Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Phone: 
815-538-1352

Former St. Margaret’s patients should request a 
copy of their medical records from St. Margaret’s 
Health (SMH), which has partnered with a vendor to 
assist with this process. Visit aboutsmh.org/medical-re-
cords-request and complete the Authorization for Use 
and Disclosure of Health Information form. When 
filling out the form, please be sure to list the reason 
for the request and where to send the records. Fax to 
815-664-1169 or mail to:

SMH - Medical Records Requests, 600 E. First St., 
Spring Valley, IL 61362

SMH will no longer accept requests over the phone 
or by message, but if you have a question about your 
records, call 815-664-1583. Due to volume, please 
expect at least 30 days to receive your records. Record 
requests are subject to fees that may be charged by SMH 
or their vendor in accordance with State and Federal 
Laws. For Radiology images performed at Peru or 
Spring Valley hospitals, call the Imaging Department 
at 815-664-1469. 
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

By John T. Shaw

Guest Column

ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Something to say?
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Website www.amboynews.com
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Tonja Greenfield
tgreenfield@amboynews.com
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Jennifer Griffith

jgriffith@mendotareporter.com
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George Howe

ghowe@amboynews.com

Brandon LaChance
blachance@mendotareporter.com
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The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be 
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon 
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month, 
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks. 
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 703 
Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342, mailed to the Amboy News 
at PO Box 162, Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@
amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

Advertising Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount 
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for 
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for 
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
Monday-Friday

Closed Saturday, Sunday and major holidays.
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties
         1 year   	 manual pay   $46.00

            auto pay       $43.00
 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50

               auto pay           $9.50
Non-local

  1 year       manual pay      $50.00                                    
auto pay      $47.00

 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75
auto pay      $11.00

Editor’s Note: This op-ed was distributed 
by Capitol News Illinois on behalf of the 
Paul Simon Public Policy Institute. The 
opinions expressed in this article are the 
author’s own.

Many of us learned long ago of 
the limited persuasive power 
of unsolicited advice. Offer-

ing unprompted words of wisdom is the 
clear triumph of hope over experience! 
Nonetheless, this spring I bravely offered 
my students at Southern Illinois University 
some of the lessons that I have learned over 
my career. I humbly offer them here as well.

1. Work hard at every job — even the 
ones you don’t like. You can learn a lot from 
work that isn’t fun, rewarding, or stimulat-
ing. In addition to gaining skills, you can also study the 
qualities of successful colleagues. Learn from stars.

2. Try out as many things professionally as possible 
early in your career. Take chances, don’t be afraid to 
fail, and then focus by mid-career.

3. Travel as much as you can within your own country 
and abroad. Traveling expands your horizons and makes 
you a larger person. And it’s fun.

4. READ, especially BOOKS, and especially biogra-
phies and memoirs. They are life’s instruction manuals.

5. Commit to excellence. My favorite historian, 
Barbara Tuchman, wrote that you either do things right 
or half-right, your approach is either careful or sloppy. 

Better politics, smarter government: Life lessons for 
recent graduates, and everyone else

Always try to do things right and make sure 
your approach is careful.

6. Keep improving your skills, in par-
ticular writing and negotiating. Effective 
writing requires clear thinking which is both 
valuable and rare. And much of life is ne-
gotiating, even when we are not aware of it.

7. Play the long game. Stay in touch 
with people. Send notes, make calls, and 
ask questions of your bosses, colleagues, 
friends and especially your parents and 
grandparents. Mark Twain was right: 
“When I was a boy of 14, my father was 
so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the 
old man around. But when I got to be 21, I 
was astonished at how much the old man 
had learned in seven years.”

8. Persistence is an underrated, even essential, quality. 
Press ahead on projects and refuse to give up. Stay hum-
ble, exceed expectations, and control the controllables.

9. Make time to think and plan. George Shultz, 
as secretary of state, set aside one hour a week to sit 
quietly in his office to consider what he was trying to 
accomplish. He brought only a notepad, a pen, and his 
thoughts. Thinking and planning allows us to avoid one 
of life’s greatest traps: letting the urgent take precedence 
over the important.

10. Take every opportunity, even small ones, to be 
courageous. John F. Kennedy wrote that courage “re-
quires no exceptional qualifications, no magic formula, 

no special combination of time, place and circumstance. 
It is an opportunity that sooner or later is presented to 
us all.”

11. Be on the lookout for mentors. Life has a way of 
providing them at times and in places that are surprising. 
Watch for them and pay as much attention to what they 
do as to what they say.   

12. Be a good citizen. Learn how your government 
works, vote, support honorable candidates even if you 
don’t agree with all their views. Make life better in your 
community and support problem-solvers. 

13. Enjoy life; the years pass quickly. Al McGuire, 
the legendary coach of Marquette University, sent a 
note to one of his successors, Tom Crean, wishing him 
luck. McGuire’s handwriting was not completely leg-
ible, so the note ended with either “Enjoy the sun” or 
“Enjoy the run.”  Whichever word McGuire intended, 
the meaning is the same.

John T. Shaw is the director of the Paul Simon Public 
Policy Institute at Southern Illinois Institute Carbon-
dale. His monthly column explores how Illinois can 
work toward better politics and smarter government.

100 Years Ago
July 6, 1923

The great god Thor 
helped all the area towns 
to celebrate the Fourth of 
July by adding electrical 
fireworks to their displays 
along with loud claps of 
thunder to enhance the 
noise.

W.B. Vaughan is one 
of many driving a new 
Chalmers coach purchased 
from the Wasson Brothers 
of Franklin Grove.

75 Years Ago
July 8, 1948

Mr. and Mrs. John El-
liott purchased the Robert 
Morgridge residence on 
North Metcalf Avenue. 
They expect to move there 
soon. 

William F. O’Brien pur-
chased the Lynch Building 
on Jones Avenue and plans 
to open a confectionery 
and tobacco store when 
remodeling is completed. 

50 Years Ago
July 12, 1973

Cheryl Brownlee, a 
featured baton twirler 
with the Dixon Munici-
pal Band, will highlight 
the second Amboy City 
Band Concert. Cheryl is 
a former twirler for the 
Marching Clippers and the 

Western Illinois Universi-
ty Marching Band.

Alvin Montavon was 
named Outstanding Co-
operator of the Year by the 
Lee County Soil & Water 
Conservation District. 
Montavon lives and farms 
in May Township.

25 Years Ago
July 9, 1998

Brian Shippert recently 
returned from the Amer-
ican Legion Boys State 
camp at Eastern Illinois 
in Charleston. All week 
long they had indoor 
and outdoor activities to 

participate in as well as 
campaigning for Boys 
State offices such as Gov-
ernor, Sheriff, House of 
Representatives, etc. Brian 
earned three plaques which 
included Speaker of the 
House, Second Alternate 
to Boys Nation, and first 
place Commanders Award 
which gave out a $1,000 
scholarship. 

Secretary of State 
George H. Ryan warned 
that con artists are now 
trying to scam senior 
citizens with investment 
fraud over the Internet 
because of the ease in get-
ting e-mail addresses. The 

North American Securities 
Administrators Associa-
tion reported that millions 
of e-mail addresses can 
be purchased for a couple 
hundred dollars.

Sixty FFA chapters re-
cently received the Nation-
al Chapter Gold Emblem 
Award at the 70th Annual 
Illinois FFA Convention 
June 9-11 in Springfield. 
Twenty-nine of the sixty 
chapters, including the 
Amboy Chapter, will be 
sent to the National FFA 
Organization for national 
competition.
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1. FOOD & DRINK: What kind of nut 
is used in a satay?

2. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who is the 
first president to have a telephone in the 
White House?

3. MOVIES: Which actress won an 
Oscar for her role in "Mary Poppins"?

4. ASTRONOMY: How many planets 
in our solar system have rings?

5. LITERATURE: The novels "Tom 
Sawyer" and "Huckleberry Finn" are set 
in which U.S. state?

6. TELEVISION: How many seasons 
of "Star Trek" were produced for televi-
sion?

7. GEOGRAPHY: What is the name of 
the highest mountain in Greece?

8. SCIENCE: Which plant produces 
the world's hottest pepper?

9. ANATOMY: Which hormone regu-
lates blood sugar?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
piebald?

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Peanut.
2. Rutherford B. Hayes.
3. Julie Andrews.
4. Four: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and  

    Neptune.
5. Missouri.
6. Three.
7. Mount Olympus.
8. Carolina Reaper.
9. Insulin.
10. An animal with irregular patches of 

     two colors, usually black and white.

Posting DateJuly 10, 2023

OLIVE
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101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

ROCHELLE - 221 
Windover Park Drive, 
Thurs 7/13 & Fri 7/14 

9AM - 5PM, Sat 7/15 
8AM - Noon. Books, 
Clothing (Children’s, 
Men’s & Women’s), 
Holiday Decor, Home 
Goods, Knick Knacks 
and Much More (07-12-
23)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, Long Box, 
LT, 4x4, 101K Miles, Red...............$34,900
2019 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab, LTZ 4x4, 
6.2, Blue.........................................$36,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 99K 
Miles, Silver....................................$28,900
2018 Chevy Traverse, AWD, High 
Country, 99K Miles, White............$27,900
2018 Chevy Traverse, AWD, LT, 89K 
Miles, Gray.....................................$23,900

2018 Chevy Equinox, AWD, Premier 
White, 108K Miles.........................$18,900
2017 Chevy Malibu LT, 73K Miles,  
Brown.............................................$15,900
2016 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 
Leather, 126K Miles, White ...........$25,900
2016 Chevy Equinox, AWD, LTZ, 4 CYL, 
Sunroof, 83K Miles........................$15,900
2015 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab, LTZ, 4x4 
Z71, 122K Miles, Gray...................$24,900

2022 Chevy 1500 High Country, 4x4 
Crew Cab, 32K Miles, Black......$55,900
2021 Chevy 1500 Crew, High Country, 
Diesel, 4x4, 25K Miles, Black...............$54,900
2020 Chevy Equinox FWD LT, Sunroof, 42K 
Miles, Blue..............................................$23,900

2019 Chevy Blazer RS AWD, Loaded, 
33K Miles, White.........................$39,900
2019 Chevy Equinox, FWD, LT, Sunroof, 
43K Miles, Blue...........................$21,900
2019 Chevy Trax, LT AWD, 55K Miles,  
Black............................................$19,500

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab High Country 4x4, GM Certified, Local Trade, Leather 
Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Sunroof, Tonneau Cover 32K Miles, Black and Much More!

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab High Country

$55,900

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

Franklin Grove
2 bedroom apartments AVAILABLE. 

Affordable rent starts at $597.00  
Includes water, sewer & garbage collection.  

There are laundry facilities at the property.  
To receive an application, 

or for more information, please call 
1-800-686-5538. 

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider. 
Equal Housing Opportunity.

06
21
20
23

Comic BooksComic Books
815-481-4922815-481-4922

WANTED  WANTED  
TO BUYTO BUY

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

10x20 Inside 
Storage,

Outside and Inside 
Storage for semi-

trucks/trailers, 
boats, campers, etc.

02092022

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11
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INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

Up to your knees in algae and muck?

Call: 423-1417

815-849-5476

HOME REMODELING

R N B 
17 years doing  

business in Amboy

Over 25 Years in 
Service!

Robert Moore
Owner

815-857-3246

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

MOWING

YARD CLEAN-UPYARD CLEAN-UP
MOWING & MOWING & 
MOREMORE

Amboy, ILAmboy, IL
779-861-1886779-861-1886

Robert MooreRobert Moore

MOORE’SMOORE’S
PRINTING SERVICES

Your Business can advertise for 
$30.00 per month. Call the Amboy 

News at 815-857-2311 today!

PEACE OF MIND COMES WITH A FRESH START

We specialize in:
• Clean outs
• Disposals
• Inventory appraisals
• Auction or estate sale 

options
• Disposal and removal 

of large quantities 

Properties serviced:
• Residential
• Farms
• Vacant Land
• Commercial

Foreclosures • Death • Abandonment • Selling

Call or email today for free estimate
630-696-3069

freshstartcleanoutinc.com

Family-owned business with over 20 years of 
business experience and ownership.

06
19

20
23

Don’t let your Don’t let your 
junk or items junk or items 

overwhelm you!overwhelm you!

Educational Briefs
UW-Platteville announces Dean’s List

      
PLATTEVILLE, Wis. - The University of Wis-

consin-Platteville announces its Dean’s List, honoring 
those full-time students who earned high honors in the 
spring 2023 semester. 

College of Business, Industry, Life Science and Ag-
riculture and the College of Liberal Arts and Education 
require grade-point averages of 3.75 and above for 
Dean’s List honors, while the College of Engineering, 
Mathematics and Science requires students to reach at 
least a 3.50.  

Students from this area on the Dean’s List include: 
Amboy 

Mitchell McLaughlin, Agricultural Business, 
UW-Platteville

Kathryn Noble, Elementary Education, UW-Plat-
teville

Dixon
Nolan Halla, Broad Field Science, UW-Platteville
Riley Kavanaugh, Elementary Education, UW-Plat-

teville
Maddy Verdick, Supply Chain Management, 

UW-Platteville

Katschke has made the Dean’s List 
for Spring 2023 at Millikin

DECATUR — Sammi Katschke of Paw Paw, has 
made the Dean’s List for Spring 2023 at Millikin Uni-
versity.

Students who attempt 12 graded credits during a fall 
or spring semester and earn a grade point average of 3.5 
or higher earn Dean’s List honors. Students earning a 
perfect 4.00 grade point average on 12 graded credits 
attempted earn High Dean’s List honors.

Millikin University is a private, comprehensive 
university with a diverse student population of approx-
imately 2,200 undergraduate and graduate students. A 
Millikin education features Performance Learning, a 
unique learning approach offered only at Millikin that 
gives students the chance to build the confidence and 
skills to succeed before and after graduation. Millikin 
offers more than 50 majors in the College of Fine Arts, 
College of Arts and Sciences, College of Professional 
Studies and Tabor School of Business, and is located 
on a 75-acre residential campus in Decatur.

UW-Platteville announces spring 
2023 graduates

      
PLATTEVILLE, Wis. - The University of Wis-

consin-Platteville awarded diplomas to more than 700 
undergraduate students for the spring of 2023.  

Founded in 1866, UW-Platteville is located in South-
west Wisconsin and has branch campuses in Richland 
Center and Baraboo. UW-Platteville is ranked the best 
public institution in Wisconsin for value by Payscale. 
For more information on the university, visit www.
uwplatt.edu. 

Students from this area who graduated include:
Amboy

Mitchell McLaughlin, Agricultural Business, 
UW-Platteville

Dixon 
Nolan Halla, Broad Field Science, UW-Platteville

UW-Platteville Announces Spring 
2023 Chancellor’s List

      
PLATTEVILLE, Wis. - The University of Wis-

consin-Platteville announced its Chancellor’s List, 
honoring those with perfect 4.0 grade-point averages 
for the spring 2023 semester.

Students from this area who earned the 4.0 grade-
point average include:

Amboy
Kathryn Noble, Elementary Education, UW-Plat-

teville
Dixon

Nolan Halla, Broad Field Science, UW-Platteville
Riley Kavanaugh, Elementary Education, UW-Plat-

teville

Email news items to tgreenfield@amboynews.com
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Amboy Deli  HoursAmboy Deli  Hours
Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.

Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Link Now Accepting EBT Link 

Cards and WICCards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7am-9pm
Friday-Saturday, 7am-10pm

Sunday, 8am-8pm

Sale Prices Valid July 12 - July 18 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Sale goes through July 18, 2023

$239 ea.
Reg. Price $2.89 ea.

Daisy Sour 
Cream 
14 oz Squeeze

Reg. Price $1.29 ea. 
$0.99$0.99/ea./ea.

J-J Pie’s 
4 oz. Assorted

$799 ea.
Reg. Price $9.99 ea.

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

Dawn Dish 
Soap 
14 to 18 oz 

$329 ea.
Reg. Price $6.99 ea.$529 ea.

Reg. Price $1.99 lb.

Hostess Baseball 
Cupcakes
8 count

Reg. Price $4.99 ea.

$399 ea.
Reg. Price $5.19 ea

Washington 
Red Cherries

$2.99/lb.

Bi-Colored Sweet 
Corn 

$0.69/lb.

Pineapple

$2.99/ea.

Roma Tomatoes

$1.29/lb. $0.99/ea.

Cucumbers 
 

$0.99/ea.

White  
Mushrooms 
Whole 1 lb. package

$3.99$3.99/ea./ea. $2.69$2.69/ea./ea.

Romaine Hearts 
3 Pack

$0.99$0.99/ea./ea.

Jumbo Green 
Peppers
 

$1.29$1.29/ea./ea.

Bolthouse 
Baby Carrots 
2 lb. bag

Jumbo Beef Jumbo Beef 
Franks Franks 1/2 lb. each

$$449999/ea./ea.
Reg. Price $6.99/ea.

$$229999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI

Plain Boneless Plain Boneless 
Chicken BreastsChicken Breasts

Reg. Price $14.99/lb.

Fully Cooked Fully Cooked 
Jumbo Shrimp Jumbo Shrimp 

$$339999/ea./ea.
Reg. Price $4.99/ea.

$$664949/ea./ea.
Reg. Price $7.99/ea.

$$229999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $3.99/lb.

Jack’s PizzaJack’s Pizza  
Assorted

Oscar Mayer Oscar Mayer 
BaconBacon
16 oz Assorted

Plain Bone-In Plain Bone-In 
Pork ChopsPork Chops

Van Camp’s Van Camp’s 
Pork and BeansPork and Beans
15 oz 

Reg. Price $1.49 ea.$129 ea.

Reg. Price $4.09 ea. 

Food Club  
Orange Juice 
52 oz

$3.39/ea.
Reg. Price $3.89/ea.

Prego Pasta 
Sauce  
23-24 oz 
Assorted

$2.39$2.39/ea./ea.
Reg. Price $2.79/ea.

Lawry’s Marinade 
12 oz Assorted

$2.99/ea.
Reg. Price $5.19/ea.

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR

Amboy Deli  HoursAmboy Deli  Hours
Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.

Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Link Now Accepting EBT Link 

Cards and WICCards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Winter Hours
Monday-Saturday, 7am-9pm

Sunday, 8am-8pm

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUORBLOCKS FRESH MARKETBLOCKS FRESH MARKET
199 Maple Place, Hampshire, IL, 60140

847-683-2531
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Store Hours:
Monday-Saturday 

7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Sunday 

8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Meat Dept Hours:

Daily
8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

Now Delivering For Seniors In Town!

Sale goes through Nov. 1, 2022  |  Misprints will not be honored

See Us for Your Special Meat Orders!
Sale Prices Valid Oct. 26-Nov. 1 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Sale goes through Dec.27, 2022

Sale Prices Valid Dec. 21-27 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

2/$4 $4.99/ea. $0.79/lb. $0.89/ea.

Southern 
Yams

$4.99/ea.

Halos Clementines 
3 lb. bag
 

$$669999 $$889999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $15.99/lb.

Ham and  
Bacon Wrap

$249 ea.

Daisy Sour 
Cream 
16 oz 

Reg. Price $2.99 ea. $249 ea.

Stove Top Stuffing
4 oz Assorted

Reg. Price $2.99 ea.

$299 ea.
Reg. Price $4.59 ea. $349 ea.

Reddi Whipped 
Topping
6.5 oz. 

Reg. Price $3.99 ea. $499 ea.Reg. Price $6.49 ea.

$599 ea.

Hellman’s Mayo
30 oz 

Reg. Price $8.99 ea.

$449 ea. Reg. Price $4.99 ea.

$399 ea.

Marie Callendar’s 
Pie
14-15 oz

Reg. Price $4.49 ea.$399 ea.Reg. Price $4.99 ea.$249 ea. Reg. Price $3.09 ea.

Navel Oranges 
4 lb. bag

Jack’s Pizza 
Assorted

AMBOY 
DELI

Plain Chicken Plain Chicken 
Breast Breast 

Dean’s Dip 
16 oz 

U.S.D.A. New 
York Strip SteakAMBOY 

DELI

Fisher Chopped 
Walnuts
10 oz.

Kraft Dressing
14-16 oz Assorted

AMBOY 
DELI

$1.69/ea.

Pineapple 

$1.99/ea.

Whole or Sliced 
Mushrooms 
8 oz.

 

Celery Sleeve 

U.S.D.A. Beef U.S.D.A. Beef 
Angus Prime Rib Angus Prime Rib 
Must be Preordered - LAST WEEK!

Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

$$119999/lb./lb.

Coffeemate 
Creamer
32 oz Assorted

Reg. Price $17.99/lb.

Lay’s Chips 
4-8 oz Excludes Party  
or Family Size 

$$12129999/lb./lb.

Idaho Potatoes 
3 lb. bag

 

Bananas

$1.99/ea.

$$229999/lb./lb.

$$339999/lb./lb. Bone-In BBQ  
Pork Chops

Bone-In Pork Bone-In Pork 
Chops - PlainChops - Plain

Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

OR
Reg. Price $3.99/lb.

$$339999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

Ground Beef Ground Beef 

$299 ea. Reg. Price $4.59 ea.

Beef New York Beef New York 
Strip SteakStrip Steak

$$12129999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $15.99/lb.

Dunkin Original Dunkin Original 
Blend OnlyBlend Only  
3.7 oz K-Cups3.7 oz K-Cups
10 ct. 10 ct. 

AMBOY 
DELI

Frozen Chicken Frozen Chicken 
DrumsticksDrumsticks  

 

$$12129999/lb./lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

$0.99$0.99/lb./lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

U.S.D.A. Choice U.S.D.A. Choice 
Beef Ribeye Beef Ribeye 
SteaksSteaks

$$13139999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $17.99/lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

Dunkin Original Blend 
Only Ground Coffee  
12 oz. 

 

Jumbo Vidalia Jumbo Vidalia 
Onions Onions 

AMBOY 
DELI

Cheez-Its  Cheez-Its  
OriginalOriginal 
12.4 oz12.4 oz

Fiora Paper 
Towels 
6 Rolls
 

$339 ea.

Kraft Salad 
Dressing 
16 oz  Assorted

$399 ea.

$8.99/ea.
Reg. Price $11.59/ea.
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