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Geskes win July 
28 LOTW honor
The Rochelle Chamber 
presented its July 28 Lawn 
of the Week award to John 
and Jennifer Geske. 
Page 7

WEATHER

LOW

LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                               SUNDAY, AUG. 6, 2023                                 $1.25

WEEKEND EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

11U All-Stars 
travel for state 
tournament 
                   SEE SPORTS

Creston board 
discusses quiet 
zone work 
                      PAGE 2

MONDAY

80 63
HIGH LOW

TUESDAY

80 61
HIGH LOW

WEDNESDAY

81 58
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

Vol. 103 • No. 29

1001 S. Main St.
815-562-4141

• JANET ELAINE (KISSACK) 
HART
• GAVYN NATHANAEL 
JAYMES SCHUTZ
• JIM HILL
• KEVIN SANDERSON
                        

 See page 4

• SCHNUCKS 
• MENARDS
• A DAY ON THE FARM 
 

INSERTS

Local News.............2, 3, 5, 8
Obituaries............................4
Opinion................................6
Community.........................7

INSIDE

OBITUARIES

KNOW IT 
TODAY

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

1425 Dement Road
815-561-2901

08062023

ANDERSON 
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

621 First Ave.,  Rochelle, IL
815-562-8784

Service or Replace AC & get $$$ Back!

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Tuesday, the Rochelle Po-
lice Department hosted its 
National Night Out event 
at Atwood Park. 

The event, which is 
hosted by law enforcement 
organizations across the 
country, included music, 
free hot dogs, a helicopter 
landing, police and fire 
demonstrations, dancing, 
games and giveaways. 
Dance performances were 
made by Ballet Folklorico 
Xochiquetzal and Studio C 
Dance. RPD put on taser 
and K9 demonstrations.

“So far it’s been fantas-
tic,” RPD Chief Pete Pavia 
said. “It’s been a huge, 
record turnout. I’m very 
happy with it. I’m happy 
with the new setup we did. 
Last year we spread it out 
more. I wanted to bring it 
in and I wanted the com-
munity together. It’s been 
great. This is exactly what 
we wanted.”

RPD plans throughout 
the year to put on the event. 
Pavia has taken the lead on 
organizing the event in his 
six years with the depart-
ment and had a history of 
organizing the event at his 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 
Local law enforcement 
recently reacted to a Tues-
day, July 18 ruling by the 
state’s Supreme Court that 
the SAFE-T Act criminal 
justice reform legislation 
that eliminates cash bail is 
constitutional. 

An individual’s wealth 
will no longer play a role 
in whether they are incar-
cerated while awaiting 
trial. Judges can still order 
someone to be detained 
as they await trial, but the 
new system will instead 
be based on an offender’s 
level of risk of reoffending 
or fleeing prosecution. The 
change will take effect Sept. 
18. Illinois is the first state 
to fully eliminate cash bail. 

The SAFE-T Act also 
reformed police training, 
certification and use-of-
force standards, expanded 
detainee rights, and gave 
the attorney general’s office 
authority to investigate al-
leged civil rights violations 
by law enforcement. It also 
required body cameras at 
all police departments by 
2025. 

Ogle County Sheriff 
Brian VanVickle has been 
outspoken against the elim-
ination of cash bail, and 

RPD hosts 2023 National Night Out event
Rochelle Police Chief Pavia: ‘It’s been a huge, record turnout’ 

On Tuesday, the Rochelle Police Department hosted its National Night Out event at Atwood Park. The event, 
which is hosted by law enforcement organizations across the country, included music, free hot dogs, a 
helicopter landing, police and fire demonstrations, dancing, games and giveaways. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

previous employer. He’s 
seen RPD’s event grow 
“exponentially” from the 
parking lot near its building 
to Atwood Park.

Pavia said the event 
allows for officers to get to 
know the community, and 

vice versa. 
“People can come up to 

us and see us like everyone 
else,” Pavia said. “We talk 
and it’s an opportunity to 
interact with the commu-
nity outside of a call of 
policing. And we have over 

30 businesses here this year. 
I make sure I go around and 
meet everybody. It’s good 
getting everyone together. 
We can just meet everyone 
here tonight all at one time.”

Businesses and organi-
zations set up booths and 

did giveaways and played 
games with community 
members in attendance.”

“Having everyone par-
ticipate is fantastic,” Pavia 
said. 

See NNO page 8

Law enforcement officials react to cash bail ruling
VanVickle: ‘The repeat offenders are definitely going to be a concern’

Local law enforcement recently reacted to a Tuesday, July 18 ruling by the state’s Supreme Court that the 
SAFE-T Act criminal justice reform legislation that eliminates cash bail is constitutional. 

(PHOTO BY BRAD JENNINGS)

said July 26 that he was 
disappointed, but not sur-
prised, by the Supreme 
Court’s ruling. He said his 
office will be ready for the 
Sept. 18 change, as it was 
before the original Jan. 1 
implementation date before 
the legislation went through 
the court system. 

The sheriff called the 

elimination of cash bail “a 
change in the way law en-
forcement does business.” 
The “majority” of people 
will be processed and 
then released immediately, 
VanVickle said, and will go 
before a judge at a later time 
rather than the next day. He 
said he has concerns about 
how likely the accused will 

be to show up to their court 
appearances.

“While a judge can issue 
an order for them to show 
up to court, it’s not detain-
able,” VanVickle said. “We 
just would make contact 
with that person and issue 
them a new date. There’s 
concerns of, ‘How effective 
is the judiciary going to be 

if people aren’t showing 
up to court?’ That not only 
taxes our folks by having 
to provide additional paper 
service, but it taxes the 
state’s attorney by multiple 
court dates that don’t yield 
any resolution as well as 
additional docket dates.” 

See BAIL page 5



SUNDAY, AUG. 6, 2023SECTION 1 • PAGE 2 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

LOCAL NEWS

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2023

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Brought to you by:

Businesses & People! 
NEW CATEGORIES for 2023!

You’ve got to be in it to win it!

5th Annual

TERRI SCHAEFER

Special Thanks to Our Core Sponsors:

Nomination Phase

August 1st - August 14th

Nominate Your 
Farorites Now!

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — At its 
monthly meeting Tues-
day, the Creston Village 
Board of Trustees again 
discussed quiet zone work 
at railroad crossings that 
would alleviate train horns 
in Creston.

Last year, the board 
unanimously voted to 
spend $10,400 on engi-
neering to start the process 
of possibly getting the vil-
lage’s railroad crossings 
turned into quiet zones. 
Options will include put-
ting medians at the inter-
sections, if possible, that 
prevent vehicles from go-
ing in between train gates, 
and having train horns at 
the crossings rather than 
have the trains use their 
horns through the village. 

Bunge said preliminary 
work on the project is done 
and a diagnostic meeting 
on the project may be done 
that costs $13,000, but that 
is just recommended and 
not required. 

“I know the quiet zone 
is something the board 
has wanted to proceed 
with for a while,” Bunge 
said. “We’re at the point 
now where we just need 
to pull the trigger if that’s 
what the board wants to 
do. Because we’re about 
to set up a meeting with 
these different agencies. 
We’ll skip the diagnostic 
meeting to save the money 
and go right to the joint 
meeting. I don’t want to 
set up that meeting if the 
board isn’t still 100 per-
cent behind it.”

Due to the potential 
high cost of the project, 

Quiet zone work discussed, public meeting could be held
Creston board approves ordinance for raffle licenses during Tuesday meeting

which is unclear, Village 
President Tom Byro ex-
pressed a desire to hold 
a public meeting in the 
future to see how much 
desire there is among 
residents for quiet zones.

Bunge said plans for 
crossing improvements 
have been made. The cur-
rent plan is the cheapest 
possible route and would 
involve a curb median on 
Main Street. Bunge, Byro 
and Village Trustee Curt 
Ward plan to meet in the 
future regarding the topic 
and set up plans for a 
public meeting.

“There are so many 
rumors out there and spec-
ulation about this quiet 
zone project,” Ward said. 
“That’s why we need to 
have this public meeting 
so we can get the facts 
out there.”

Library
During his engineering 

update, Bunge said the 
Creston-Dement Library 
District is currently trying 
to work on its plans as it 
recently received high 
bids for construction as 

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Creston Board of Trustees again discussed 
quiet zone work at railroad crossings that would alleviate train horns in Creston.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

it works to build a new 
library in Creston. 

“They’re trying to find 
things that they can change 
to save some money,” 
Bunge said. 

Properties
Village Attorney Dave 

Tess said legal work is 
ongoing on cleaning up 
properties that are aban-

doned and in disrepair in 
Creston. The village has 
now seen a number of the 
property owners default in 
court. What comes next 
will be up the village.

“We’re going to need to 
work with the village and 
[Village Building Inspec-
tor Casper Manheim],” 
Tess said. “What do you 
want to do? We have them 

defaulted. We can go back 
in and say we want to 
demolish. Who’s going to 
pay for it? You can clean 
it up. But who’s going to 
pay for it? You can pay 
for it and you can lien the 
property now.”

If the village does pay 
for demolitions or clean-
ups, it may not recoup its 
money, Tess said.  Trust-
ees expressed a desire to 
rectify the issues with 
properties, even if it comes 
at a cost.

“We want to clean them 
up,” Village Trustee Mike 
Kerns said. “Absolutely. 
Take them down or do 
whatever we have to do.”

Well
Bunge said mainte-

nance on Creston’s Well 
3 is around 2-4 weeks out. 
The well rehabilitation 
project is being done be-
cause Well 3 hasn’t been 
pulled for maintenance 
since it was installed in 
1980. 

See CRESTON pg 3

We sincerely We sincerely 
care about care about 

you and your you and your 
loved one.loved one.

Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home & 

Cremation Service
400 N. 6th Street, Rochelle

www.ungerhorner.com

Chad, Derek, Chad, Derek, 
Don, Mike and Don, Mike and 
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Kings School is having an Alumni Picnic. We are celebrating over 140 years of educating students. It is open to all current and former Kings School students or staff and 
their families.  We are providing one grilled pork chop with bun, potato salad, coleslaw and cake.   We ask everyone to bring their own table service and non-alcoholic 
drink, a dish of their choice to share, and lawn chairs.  And bring memories and any memorabilia they would like to share. It will be held at Kings Consolidated School, 

100 First St., Kings, IL, Sunday, Aug. 27, 12:30-5 p.m. If anyone would like to donate money for our event, there are several posters around the area that give 
information where to  donate.

Kings School alumni picnic scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 27 (COURTESY PHOTOS)

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

22nd 
Anniversary!
Giveaways & 

More!

Full menu, 5 - 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday

Rib Night
Wednesday, Aug. 9th 5 - 8 p.m. 

Serving Ribs, 
chicken and sandwich

Choice of potato, 
side salad

08
06

20
23

From page 2

The village plans to 
have a new pump motor 
on site when the well is 
pulled for maintenance 
to use while repairs take 
place.

Raffle
The board unanimous-

ly approved an ordinance 
that will allow for the is-
suance of licenses to host 
charitable raffles. 

The request came 
from the Rochelle Town-
ship High School Edu-
cation Foundation and 
the  Moose Knuckle 
Bar & Grill. The ordi-
nance would allow for the 
RTHSEF to host a Queen 
of Hearts drawing at the 
Moose Knuckle. 

The ordinance allows 
for charitable raffles 
hosted by 501c3 non-
profits only and provides 
for fees to be paid to the 

village to host one and 
requirements on winning 
amounts.

Drainage
The board unanimous-

ly approved a payment of 
$2,700 to Mark Hill to 
aid him in work to alle-
viate drainage issues he’s 
been seeing on property 
he farms across Illinois 
Route 38. The money will 
be put towards an upsiz-
ing fee for drainage tile.

CRESTON: Village board approves payment for drainage work

The board unanimously approved a payment of $2,700 to Mark Hill to aid him in 
work to alleviate drainage issues he’s been seeing on property he farms across 
Illinois Route 38. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Published every Wednesday and Sunday by Rochelle News-
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 

merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 

unless proven guilty in 
a court of law. Please 

note that all police 
reports received from 

the Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 

Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 

exception. Requests to 
omit particular reports 
will not be considered 

or honored at any time.

Report policy

ROCKFORD – Still-
man Bank is pleased to 
welcome Donald J. Banks 
as senior vice president 
and commercial loan offi-
cer, according to Thomas 
R. Hughes, president & 
CEO. 

In his position, Don 
will primarily be in-
volved with new business 
development and com-
mercial lending. He will 
work from the Rockford 
office at 8492 E. State St. 

With 36 years of bank-
ing experience, Don 
earned his bachelor’s 
degree in business man-
agement from Western 

Illinois University. He 
is also a graduate of 
the Graduate School of 
Banking Madison, the 
Community Bankers As-
sociation of Illinois Com-
munity Bankers School, 
and the American Bank-
ers Association Commer-
cial Lending School. 

Don also earned his 
Executive Leadership 
Certificate through the 
Wisconsin School of 
Business Center for Pro-
fessional and Executive 
Development.

“We are thrilled to 
welcome Don to Stillman 
Bank,” Hughes said. 
“With his industry expe-
rience and expertise, he 
is committed to helping 
local businesses grow and 
succeed. Don is also pas-
sionate about serving our 
communities through his 
involvement and volun-
teerism and understands 
what it means to be a true 
community banker.”    

Don is very active in 
the community serving 
on several boards of local 
organizations. Current-
ly, he serves as a board 
member for the Rockford 
Symphony Orchestra and 
the Community Build-
ing Complex of Boone 
County. He also sits 
on the Rockford Local 
Development Corpora-
tion (RLDC) and Flora 
Cemetery boards. Addi-
tionally, Don is the Flora 
Township clerk and a 
member of the IOU Club 
of Belvidere. 

Banks joins Stillman Bank as senior 
VP and commercial loan officer

“Quality Used Cars Since 2007”

1400 N. 7th Street
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy. 251 N.

www.atlasautoinc.com

815-562-7433

- No Credit Checks
- Buy Here Pay Here

- Low Down Payments
- Flexible Payment Plans

Complete your ONLINE application TODAY!

11032021

Donald J. Banks

ROCHELLE — Janet 
Elaine (Kissack) Hart of 
Rochelle, formerly of 
Heyworth, passed away 
on Aug. 2, 2023, at Se-
renity Hospice and Home 
in Oregon with her loving 
family by her side. She 
was born on Jan. 17, 
1950, in Carbondale to 
Harold G. and Emma Ruth 
(George) Kissack. She 
was the eldest of four chil-
dren. She married Howard 
“Jim” Hart of Rochelle 
at St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church in Rochelle on 
June 8, 1974. 

Jan was a teacher in the 
Rochelle School District 
for almost 10 years before 
becoming the special ed-
ucation director for the 
Rockford School District. 
She left Rockford and 
became the director of 
religious education for 
St. Patrick’s Church in 
Rochelle and later went 
to work for Hope of Ogle 
County. She recently 
retired from Northern Illi-
nois University in DeKalb  

after spending over 20 
years as a supervisor of 
student teachers in the 
education department.

She is survived by her 
husband, Howard J. Hart 
Jr. of Rochelle; daughters: 
Jorie (Brian) Jackson of 
The Woodlands, Texas, 
Jodie Hart of Rochelle, 
and Jill (Eric) Parsley of 
The Woodlands, Texas; 
grandsons: James Hart, 
Jadon Exantus, and Ben-
jamin Jackson; grand-
daughter Emma Jackson; 
brothers: Jay (Karen) Kis-
sack of Algonquin and Joe 
Kissack of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee sister-in-law, 
Wendy Kissack of Ro-
chelle and many nieces, 
nephews, and cousins. 
Jan is preceded in death 
by her parents and her 
brother, Jeff.

“Mama” was a super-
human. She was Fierce. 
She had no limits. From 
coaching youth for many 
years, to running a half 
marathon at 60, to run-
ning around with her 

grandkids, you would 
always find her active and 
involved. Mama loved 
hard. She was an advocate 
for those she loved and 
anyone she educated and 
mentored, always making 
sure people’s voices were 
heard and they were treat-
ed right and well. 

Her support was un-
wavering, and you would 
always find her at the 
events of her children 
and grandchildren. She 
thrived seeing people be 
their best and celebrated 
their successes with them. 
Her legacy will live on in 
her children and grand-
children, in the people 
she mentored, the kids 
she coached, the students 
she taught, and the lucky 
many who had the privi-
lege of knowing her.

Jan’s family would like 
to thank all the staff and 
nurses at Serenity Hospice 
and Home in Oregon for 
all the wonderful care 
she received while there. 
Funeral services have 

been scheduled for 10:30 
A.M., Aug. 8, 2023 at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church, 
244 Waterman Street, 
Sycamore, IL. A visitation 
will be held from 5 - 7 
P.M., Monday, Aug. 7 at 
the Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th St., 
Rochelle. 

Jan will be laid to rest 
following the funeral 
service at St. Patrick’s 
Cemetery in Rochelle, IL. 
Memorials may be made 
to Serenity Hospice and 
Home or HOPE of Ogle 
County.  

Visit www.ungerhorn-
er.com to sign the online 
guest book.

Obituaries

Janet Elaine (Kissack) Hart

Joyce McGee Bialas of 
Rochelle will be  
celebrating her 80th 
Birthday on August 6th. 

 
To help her celebrate,  

the family will be  
having an open house  

at Faith Lutheran  
Church, 14206 E. Flagg 

Road in Rochelle on  
Sunday 8/6 from 1-5.

Joyce is a retired nurse and would love 
                           to see patients that she 
                              has helped take care 
                                of over the years. All 
                                are welcome! 
                                Cards can be sent to  
                              214 Drake Avenue, 
                              Rochelle, IL 61068.

OREGON — On Aug. 
2, deputies conducted a 
traffic stop at Pilot truck 
stop in Rochelle. After a 
brief investigation, Wesley 
Meadows, 28, of Rochelle, 
was arrested for driving 
while license suspended. 
Meadows was released on 
a $2,500 individual bond 
with a return court date. 
Meadows was also issued 
a citation for suspended 

registration.
On Aug. 3, deputies in-

vestigated a parked vehicle 
with the engine on at 700 
West Blackhawk Drive 
(Casey’s General Store) in 
Byron. After an investiga-
tion, deputies placed Duane 
A. Pinkston, 42, of Oregon, 
under arrest for driving un-
der the influence of alcohol. 
Pinkston was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies investigate vehicle

Gavyn Nathanael Jay-
mes Schutz passed away 
on July 10, 2023, while 
visiting family in Arkan-
sas. Gavyn was born on 
Oct. 5, 2006, to parents 
Wayne Schutz Jr and Kim-

berley Hintzsche, and was 
the big brother of Airael 
and Alyna Schutz from 
Oregon. A Celebration of 
Life will be held at White 
Pines State Park on Sun-
day Aug. 13, 2023 at 1 PM.

Gavyn Nathanael 
Jaymes Schutz

WAUCONDA — Jim 
Hill, a longtime resident 
of Wauconda, passed 
away suddenly on the 
evening of July 27th, 
2023. He was a devoted 
family man who loved 
his community and his 
church. Jim graduated 
from Rochelle Township 
High School in 1957. 
He received a bachelor’s 
degree from Illinois State 
University and a master’s 
degree from Northern 
Illinois University. In 
addition to being a teacher 
in the Wauconda and Ad-
dison school districts, Jim 
started his own construc-
tion business, which he 
enjoyed for many years. 
He served the Wauconda 
community in many ways 
over the years, as a village 
trustee, on the township 
board, as a member of 
the Police Commission 
board, and usher and 
greeter at the Wauconda 
Federated Church.

Jim is survived by his 
wife of nearly 62 years, 
Joyce; son, Steve (Jen-
nifer); grandchildren, 
Christopher and Kate; 
brother, Ron (Betty); 
sister-in-law, Joan (Ron); 
brother-in-law, Gene; 

nephews, Jeff, Jon, and 
Dan; niece, Susan. He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents Webb and 
Alice, his sister Betty, 
his nephew, Rob, and his 
niece, Brigitte.

A Celebration of Life 
will be held on August 
10th at The Federated 
Church of Wauconda. 
Visitation begins at 10am 
with the service start-
ing at 11am. Inurnment 
to follow at Wauconda 
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
be made to the Federated 
Church of Wauconda.

Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Kissel-
burg-Wauconda Funeral 
Home. For more informa-
tion, call 847-526-2115 
and sign the guest book 
at www.kisselburgwau-
condafuneralhome.com

Jim Hill

CRESTON — Kevin 
Sanderson, passed away 
peacefully at the age of 
74 on August 4, 2023 at 
his home in Creston, IL.

He was born in Ro-
chelle, IL on June 17, 
1949. His childhood in 
Creston, IL instilled a 
lifelong passion for ag-
riculture and fishing, and 
he loved to speak about it 
with anyone who would 
listen. He was an alumnus 
of the University of Illi-
nois and was passionate 
about U of I basketball.

He leaves behind his 
beloved spouse; Debbie 
Sanderson, his children: 
Jessica (Jeff) Mahaffey, 
Jodi Sanderson, and Ja-
mie Sanderson. He also 
leaves behind his mother 
Margaret, siblings Gary 
(Linda), Paul (Cheryl), 
Iona (David), as well 
as five grandchildren 

(Corday, Jaelyn, Isaiah, 
Kiayah, and Taya) and 
many grand dogs. He was 
proceeded in death by 
his father Sanford Sand-
erson, and two sons Eric 
Sanderson and Micah 
Mahaffey.

Visitation will be Tues-
day Aug. 8th, from 4-7 
PM at the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home in Ro-
chelle.  Funeral will be 
Wed. August 9th, at 10:00 
AM with Pastor David 
Rogula officiating.  Me-
morial to be established.  
Online guest book and 
video tribute will be 
available at www.unger-
horner.com

Kevin Sanderson
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Rochelle Area

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, 
IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during am service; Bible Study 
Tuesday 10:00 am and Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery 
available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. 
For further information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email 
us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know Christ and to Proclaim 
Christ in Word and Deed” -19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson, Pastor. 
Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. and is broadcast live on 
Facebook. Go to our website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click on the 
link there. A Grief Support Group meets the third Tuesday of each month 
at 10:00 a.m. Call or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@gmail.com 
with questions or for more information. Also check us out at www.facebook.
com/Calvary-Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. 
We meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We 
also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, 
IL 61068. You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am 
on WRHL 1060AM. Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist 
Church - Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship 
at 10:15am. Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s 
Sunday School 11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more 
information. facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known 
Through Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also 
available on our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All 
are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist Church of Rochelle invites 
you to experience our practical Bible services which have nurseries provided 
in every service along with a wide range of children’s and teen ministries.  
Sunday School is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 am and 
1:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 
5 yr. olds thru 6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 6:30 pm 
for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist 
Church is located 6 blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. and 
8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more information .  Listen at 8:30 
am Sunday mornings on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:  Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 
am. We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- 
Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: 
info@placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am & 11:00am. 
In person or streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  www.
placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, 
Ashton, 815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
9:45 a.m. www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, 
pastor. Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church 
at 10 am. Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour 
at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, 
Adrian Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth Director, Amanda 
Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers 
Ages 0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-
5th worship with the adults then break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth 
groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet throughout the year 
for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community physically & spiritually 
each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used clothing, Hygiene 
items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm 
and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..    

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, 
www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  
(Classes for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church invites everyone to come to hear the 
stories of some heroes in the Bible as we consider how God is calling 
heroes to serve today! This is our worship series beginning July 30 
and extending through August!  Our stories are Jesus building a team 
(John 1: 35-51), God’s Wonder Women in Exodus (Exodus 1:8-2:10), The 
Magnificent Magi (Matthew 2: 1-12), and Unexpected Heroes who give 
Paul a basket ride (Acts 9: 1-25). Worship will include storytelling with 
some drama, music and fun! Our children will remain in worship for 
this inter-active series, and may help in some of the storytelling dramas.  
Sunday worship is at 9:00 am. Recorded services are available on our 
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services 
are on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am.  Our facebook 
page is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Rev. Dr. Katherine Thomas 
Paisley, pastor. 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164.  admin@rochelleumc.
com. Everyone is welcome and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin 
Garcia; Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & 
Caron Rd.), PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 
4PM Monday-Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM 
Monday-Thursday, Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, 
Sunday Mass 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. 
Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 
8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or by appointment. Religious Education: 
Deacon George Schramm, Director of Religious Education. 903 Caron 
Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-
Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. 
Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is 
broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday School 
10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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“Those are some of what 
I feel are going to be un-
intended consequences of 
this, on top of the fact that 
people that offend are going 
to be back out on the street 
immediately. The repeat 
offenders are definitely go-
ing to be a concern. That’s 
a concern they’ve had in 
New York and New Jersey. 
Why would we think that 
Illinois is going to be any 
different?”

VanVickle said the elim-
ination of cash bail will 
result in the loss of about 
$150,000 per year in in-
come that’s used to sup-
plement the operations of 
the judiciary. That shortfall 
will have to be made up for 
through budget reductions 
or increased taxes, he said.

The sheriff has reser-
vations about what de-
cision-making authority 
judges will have under the 

new system. 
“What I think they’re 

missing is that this takes 
decision making out of the 
judges’ hands,”  VanVickle 
said. “That’s something 
I appreciate, living in a 
smaller area, that the judge 
has that ability to decide if 
somebody needs to stay 
in jail because they’re a 
threat to whatever it may 
be. This decision-making 
process is essentially taken 
out of their hands. We have 
elected officials who are 
judges who have a job and 
now they’ve been removed 
of the responsibility of 
maintaining that safety for 
our community.”

The elimination of cash 
bail will not immediately 
change the circumstances 
of current inmates in the 
Ogle County Jail. Current 
inmates would need to 
petition the court to be 
considered under the new 
bond-type of system. If 

every current inmate did 
that and was granted the 
change, about 50 percent of 
them would be eligible to be 
released, VanVickle said. 

When asked what guid-
ance he has given deputies 
on policing following the 
change on Sept. 18, Van-
Vickle said the core mission 
of their work will remain 
the same.

“I expect our deputies to 
go out and do their jobs,” 
VanVickle said. “Keep 
the people that we serve 
safe. Make those arrests. 
Whether it’s repetitive 
arrests, arresting the same 
people over and over again, 
we’re still going to do our 
job. We still have a job to 
do and that’s what I’ve 
stressed to our deputies, is 
our job is to keep the citi-
zens safe. I fully anticipate 
that our call volume will 
certainly increase and the 
number of arrests we have 
will increase. But we’re not 

going to let up. We’re still 
going to make those arrests 
and take those people to be 
processed and go through 
the process.”

Ogle County State’s 
Attorney Mike Rock re-
leased a statement on July 
20 following the Supreme 
Court ruling expressing his 
disappointment with it and 
his office’s stance going 
forward.

“From its inception this 
legislation was irresponsi-
bly passed during a lame 
duck legislative session at 
4 a.m. without meaningful 
debate,” Rock said in the 
statement. “My office will 
continue to do everything 
within our power to en-
sure dangerous offenders 
remain in custody. Unfor-
tunately, I believe once this 
law goes fully into effect, it 
will have a negative impact 
on the safety of communi-
ties throughout the state.”

Rochelle Police De-

partment Chief Pete Pavia 
reacted to the ruling by 
remarking concern for the 
safety of his community. 

“I get the arguments 
on both sides of no cash 
bail,” Pavia said. “But I am 
concerned that certain indi-
viduals are going to be out 
rather quickly and commit a 
crime again pretty quickly. 
My priority is the safety of 
our community and that’s 
my concern with it.”

Pavia said the biggest 
change for RPD from the 
SAFE-T act will be imple-
mentation of body cameras. 
His department will be 
required to implement 
them by the start of 2025. 
The Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office was required to 
implement body cameras 
by 2024 and officially put 
them in place earlier this 
summer. 

RPD will have the body 
cameras in place sooner 
than required as well, and 

Pavia said the city received 
a grant for four body camer-
as that will cover part of the 
total cost. For cameras and 
storage for 25 officers, the 
total cost is about $173,000. 

Like VanVickle, Pavia 
said the advice given to 
officers going forward 
post-SAFE-T Act remains 
the same. 

“Really nothing has 
changed as far as what we 
tell them,” Pavia said. “My 
best advice and what I tell 
all of my officers is just to 
do what’s right. That’s what 
it comes down to. If you’re 
doing what’s right, you 
really don’t have anything 
to be concerned with. But 
in today’s modern age of 
policing, you’re always 
on camera. Whether it’s 
a body camera or a cell 
phone, there’s cameras 
everywhere. Just act pro-
fessional, do what’s right 
and pretend you’re always 
on camera anyways.”

BAIL: Law enforcement officials discuss new state legislation
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LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

Jeff
Fiegenschuh

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on subjects 

of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity 
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters 

must bear the handwritten signature of the 
writer and include address and phone number 

or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone number 

will be printed. Letters should be typed or 

legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name 
of an individual. Any criticism of public officials 

should be limited to issues related strictly to 
their position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer 
and a business will not be published. Political 

endorsements will be published, however 

letters from candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be dropped 
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 
East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 
46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@

rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader 
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 

the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect the views 

of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger       bohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen            lpillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson     jthompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales     kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

SINCE 2020, the 
city has been 
working on im-

plementing a new Enter-
prise Resource Planning 
software package.  The 
largest aspect of the new 
package includes the man-
agement of the city’s 
HR & payroll functions, 
accounts payable & ac-
counts receivable and 
utility billing. Our team 
lead by Jenny Thompson, 
Chris Cardott and our new 
Utility Billing Manager 
Autumn Hernandez is 
rolling out a new pub-
lic education campaign 
aimed at signing more 
customers up to our Ro-
chelle Municipal Utilities 
utility billing web-based 

portal.  The portal allows 
customers to get real-time 
usage for their electric and 
water consumption. Cus-
tomers can also compare 
usage month-to-month 
and eventually year-to-
year. You are also able 
to sign up for text alerts, 
paperless billing, and au-
tomatic payments. If you 
are interested in learning 
more, please visit www.
rmu.net/bill. You can also 
call 815-562-4155 or stop 
by the utility billing office 
at 333 Lincoln Highway. 
Our staff will be happy 
to assist you in setting 
up your account. If you 
sign up for autopay, your 
name will be entered into 
a drawing for an apple 

watch, iPad or Fitbit.
Our team was hon-

ored last week to host a 
public power summit in 
conjunction with the Il-
linois Municipal Electric 
Agency and the 
communities of 
Princeton, Rock 
Falls and Geneseo. 
Over 30 people 
attended the meet-
ing to learn more 
about the benefits 
public power plays 
in community and 
economic devel-
opment. The most 
important topic discussed 
was the continued af-
fordability of municipal 
power compared to our 
investor-owned counter-

parts. In fact, based on 
May data from the US 
Department of Energy, 
the average residential rate 
across the US was 17.86 
cents per kWh. This is the 

highest on record. 
RMU’s summer 
residential sum-
mer rate is well 
below this at 13.5 
cents per kWh. 
We can maintain 
lower rates due 
to long-term low-
cost energy pur-
chase contracts, 
the implementa-

tion of demand response 
programs and our ability to 
lower transmission capac-
ity costs through RMU’s 
behind the meter genera-

tion facilities. Our team 
at RMU will continue to 
work to maintain lower 
power rates and reinvest 
in system reliability. 

Lastly in 2022, the 
city council authorized 
funding for a new part-
nership between the city 
and Kishwaukee College 
known as Rochelle Uni-
versity. The program of-
fers college-level courses 
to our employees who 
are pursuing an associate 
degree or who want to 
grow their leadership and 
management skills. Some 
of the courses that are 
offered include supervisor 
basics, intro to business, 
communication in the 
workplace and computer 

concepts & applications. 
Thus far over 10 employ-
ees have participated in 
the program. Reinvesting 
in your staff is the most 
important thing you can 
do as a leader within your 
organization.  

“We should invest in 
people, not ideas. A good 
idea is often destroyed by 
bad people and good peo-
ple can always make a bad 
idea better.”-Simon Sinek

“I am worried about our 
tendency to over invest in 
things and under invest in 
people.”-John Kenneth 
Galbraith

Jeffrey A. Fiegenschuh, 
ICMA-CM, MPA, is the 
city manager of the City 
of Rochelle.

HOW old is too 
old? Is there 
such a thing? 

Old in what way? Phys-
ical weakness? Mental 
weakness?  Senator Mitch 
McConnell had something 
happen to him during a 
speech in Washington re-
cently. It was a very scary 
thing to watch. At 81, is 
he considered too old? 
Did the incident change 
the minds of those around 
him, now feeling that he 
is too old to hold office?

Take Mick Jagger of 
the Rolling Stones. He 
gets up on the stage to 
perform and he seems to 
do well. Even at 80 years 
old. Likewise, take Keith 
Richards of the same 
group. At 79, he seems to 
be going strong. Although 
they are “up there” in age, 
they are still performing, 
making music, apparently 
feeling well.

Senator John Fetterman 
had some mental health is-
sues while he was running 
for office. This certainly 
does not make him old, 
unless you feel that mental 
health equates to age. If 
this is something you feel, 
then what about Senator 
Smith and Representative 
Moulton? They have also 
spoken about their mental 
health issues.

Or, what about our two 
front runners for president 
for the 2024 election. 

Former President Trump 
will be 78 on election day. 
President Biden will be 
81 at the same time. Are 
either one or both leaders 
too old for the job? If age 
is the only thing we take 
into consideration, then 
are we ageist? Wouldn’t 
this be against the law if 
we take this into account?

So where are the young-
er politicians now in 
our government? There 
are many running for 
president against Former 
President Trump. The 
problem here is that they 
are all so far behind him 
in the polls that they seem 
to have no chance (please 
take that with a grain of 
salt). Of those running 
against President Biden 
for the nomination, there 
are only two, one appears 
to be way off based on 
the agenda of the party. 
The other, it seems, is far 
behind the president.

It is a good time for 
young people to start get-
ting involved in politics. 
To get out and vote. To get 
in and run. I truly think our 
current citizens that are 
18 to 25 years of age are 
getting more involved in 
the running of the country. 
But they need to hurry. 
Things are getting out of 
hand.  If you believe the 
polls, the country seems 
to be looking at the older 
candidates without ageism 

in mind. Maybe we are 
looking at party agendas 
rather than age or even the 
person running. This may 
be good. I personally think 
we should look at any 
voting records they have.

If we are looking at the 
agendas, hopefully we 
understand them. Biden’s 
agenda seems to be focused 
on citizen’s needs. Better 
roads, women’s health, 
climate change, trade 
policies to support Amer-
ican workers, affordable 
housing, economics that 
strengthen Amer-
icans not leaving 
them holding the 
bag. There is much 
more information 
at ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY 
AGENDA: The 
Progress We’ve 
Made and the Road 
Ahead to Lower 
Costs, Fight Infla-
tion, and Grow the Middle 
Class (sanity.io)

On the Republican 
side, it is much harder 
to pinpoint particulars 
in any agenda they may 
possess. I don’t usually 
see much in the way of 
what they may want to 
do in the coming Presi-
dential term. The former 
president doesn’t seem to 
talk about many changes 
he’d make.  In fact, he 
talks about his indictments 
most of the time, doesn’t 

he? He talks about what 
he calls the “witch hunt” 
by Democrats. Does the 
more he talks about this 
make you get mad that it 
is happening? Or does it 
make you feel that there 
must be something to it 
since he focuses on it so 
much? Maybe you are just 
getting tired of it.

One thing that I wonder 
about is why he continues 
the “witch hunt” theme? 
A grand jury of his peers 
were the ones who indict-
ed him. We don’t know 

whether he would 
ever be convict-
ed at this point. 
Shouldn’t he be 
touting his agenda 
and ignoring these 
indictments? Well, 
maybe not.  He 
recently said he 
would still run for 
president from jail 
if he had to. Many 

have said, this is perfectly 
legal. But why would he 
do this? If he is a prisoner, 
isn’t he guilty in the eyes 
of our laws? Why would 
anyone vote for him be-
hind bars?

The only people I’ve 
ever heard of who ruled 
from behind bars were 
the syndicates and other 
bad actors. This can’t 
be the type of person he 
wants to be, right? Again, 
maybe not. He does seem 
to be one who wants to 

be president no matter 
the circumstances. No 
matter who is for him or 
who’s not. No matter what 
most of the people say. By 
saying “witch hunt” over 
“this is what I want to do 
to help you”, he keeps 
some citizens scared, mad 
and hateful.

There may be other 
reasons he would run 
from behind bars. If he 
were elected, wouldn’t he 
then pardon himself for all 
crimes? Sure, he would. 
So here we go again. Juries 
of your peers be damned. 
And that might be literal 
if enough of our citizens 
thought these jurors did 
a terrible thing by con-
victing him. Would those 
jurors ever be safe again? 
Is that what doing your 
civic duty costs today? If 
so, then we are on our way 
to losing our democracy.

Yet, we might be closer 
to that than we think. I read 
an article published in the 
New York Times on July 
17 that made me very anx-
ious. It was about a project 
called Project 2025. I be-
lieve the article was called 
“Trump and Allies Forge 
Plans to Increase Presi-
dential Power in 2025”. 
I thought to myself this 
can’t be true. So, I began 
scouring the web to find 
additional information. I 
ran across two sites that 
confirmed my fears.

The first was a site 
for Project 2025 and is 
a bit wishy-washy in 
its detail.  https://www.
project2025.org/about/
about-project-2025/ .  The 
other was on the Heritage 
Foundation site at the 
following address and 
comes straight to the point.  
https://www.heritage.org/
impact/trump-adminis-
tration-embraces-her-
itage-foundation-poli-
cy-recommendatioins . 
Both sites detail plans to 
combine numerous pow-
ers under one office. The 
President of the United 
States. From what I read; 
we would no longer be a 
democracy but a dictator-
ship. Can any of us really 
want this?

What’s interesting and 
alarming is that if this 
comes to fruition, Re-
publican Congressional 
members who have been 
banging the drum for their 
candidate, will probably 
not be chosen for the future 
administration. You and I 
will have no one to go to 
for help. Some of the top 
corporate leaders may not 
have jobs anymore. Small-
er corporations and small 
businesses, along with 
landowners, etc. may not 
retain their ownership. We 
would be at the mercy of 
the dictator and his/her ad-
ministrators. Something 
we DON’T want, right?

Reinvesting in our community and staff

Consider this: How old is too old? 

Reed
Harris
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Aug. 6

Kyle & Darah Bridgeman 
(anniversary)

 
Aug. 9

Barb Kramer
 

Aug. 10
Phyllis Vaught

 
Aug. 12

Kevin Sherburne
Hayden Smith

Adam Baker
 

Aug. 14
Windy Turner

Carter Johnson
 

Aug. 15
Alana Rodriguez
Haley Simmons

Corey Gilliam
 

Aug. 16
Kenzi Perkins
Brian Smith

 

Aug. 17
Josh Perkins Jr.
Jensen South

 
Aug. 18

Kelise O’Brien
Dyandre O’Brien

 
Aug. 19

Eddie & Melissa Villalobos 
(anniversary)

 
Aug. 20

Jose & Amanda Avila 
(anniversary)
Kim Patrick

Oaklyn South
Benjamin Navejas

 
Aug. 22

Larry & Teresa Baker 
(anniversary)

 
Aug. 23

Lyle Allen
 

Aug. 24
Alex Avila

Warren Komadina
TJ & Kelsey Rogers 

(anniversary)

Aug. 25
Megan South

Kevin & Amie Eggenburg 
(anniversary)

 
Aug. 26

Derek & Christy Oleson 
(anniversary)
Mandi Ferrari

 
Aug. 27

Quade Dickey
 

Aug. 29
Brad Arnold

 
Aug. 31

James O’Brien

July 11 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

July 12 - Will Reis, Worthington, Ohio, $25

July 13 - Dorothy Lockard, Creston, $25

July 14 - Zekelman Employee, $25

July 15 - Zekelman Employee, $25

July 16 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $50

July 17 - Rayanne Hibshman, Rochelle, $25

July 18 - Melissa Drafall, Monroe Center, $25

July 19 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

July 20 - Jessica Mueller, Rochelle, $25

July 21 - Kathy Pfeiffer, Rochelle, $25

July 22 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $25

July 23 - Rocio Belmonte, Rochelle, $50

July 24 - Zekelman Employee, $25

July 25 - Rochelle Firefighter Social, $25

July 26 - Tom McDermott, Rochelle, $25

July 27 - Margaret Daner, Kings, $25

July 28 - Rochelle Police Dog, $25

July 29 - T-Byrd Lanes, $25

July 30 - Zekelman Employee, $50

July 31 - Max Sulzberger, Dwight, $25

Aug. 1 - Tracey Johnson, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 2 - Aubrey Meinen, Davis Junction, $25

Aug. 3 - Zekelman Employee, $25

Aug. 4 - The Kitchen Table, $25

Aug. 5 - Jesse Johnson, Cambridge, $25

Aug. 6 - James Stuckey, Rochelle, $50

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Chamber of 
Commerce recently pre-
sented its Lawn of the 
Week award for the week 
of July 28 to John and Jen-
nifer Geske. The couple 
received a sign and a $25 
Rochelle ACE Hardware 
gift card, presented by 
Rochelle Ace Hardware 
Manager Jesse Lopez.

The chamber has part-
nered with Rochelle Ace 
Hardware to award gift 
cards to the winners.

The 2023 Lawn of 
the Week program has 
begun for the summer 
and will run through 
September. Nominate a 
neighbor/yard each week 
by submitting a name and 
address on the Rochelle 
chamber’s website, http://
therochellechamber.com/
lawn-of-the-week. Sub-
missions can also be 
made by emailing rochel-

Geskes win July 28 Chamber Lawn of the week

lechamber@gmail.com.  
“We are proud to recog-
nize our residents that 
display community pride 

in Rochelle,” Chamber 
Executive Director Tricia 
Herrera said. “We love that 
this program gives us the 

chance to showcase the 
hard work and dedication 
they put in to making our 
city look great.”

The Rochelle Chamber of Commerce recently presented its Lawn of the Week 
award for the week of July 28 to John and Jennifer Geske. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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LOCAL NEWS

BEAT THE HEAT
Our Subscription Special is HOTTER than our Temperature!

WE HAVE A DEAL FOR YOU!
You can renew your subscription for up to two years  

for only                thru the month of August 2023!  
That’s $39 per year savings off regular rate and $78 savings over 2 years!

$200

Subscription  Subscription  
SpecialSpecial

Sign me up for 2 years of the Rochelle News-Leader print plus digital e-edition subscription for $200
Sign me up for 1 year of the Rochelle News-Leader print plus digital e-edition subscription for $129
Sign me up for 6 months of the Rochelle News-Leader print plus digital e-edition subscription for $69

Make checks payable to The Rochelle News-Leader. Send payment to P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068.
You can also give us a call at 815-562-4171.

07
30

20
23

From page 1

“We have so much 
support here in this town 
and we’re such a blessed 
department. We put out the 
invitations and everyone 
just comes. They all want 
to be part of this. And it’s 

all free for the community. 
They’re here because they 
want to be here. That’s 
what this is about.”

Officer Ryan Kovacs 
put on a taser demonstra-
tion for the communi-
ty. Officer Noah Knight 
volunteered to act as the 

perpetrator in the exercise.
Officer Trevor Owen 

and K9 Odie put on a K9 
demonstration for the com-
munity where Odie’s skills 
in item searches, tracking 
and combat abilities were 
showcased. Owen and 
Odie were assisted by City 

Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh 
in the exercise.

“It’s important that we 
do those types of demon-
strations,” Pavia said. “I 
want people to see what 
it’s all about. If they were 
to unfortunately have to 
see something like this 

out in public, this is what 
to expect.”

Pavia said every single 
officer and dispatcher in 
the department attended 
the event, and that it’s 
enjoyable for them to take 
part in. Tuesday’s Nation-
al Night Out was Pavia’s 

first as RPD chief.
“It’s been fantastic to 

do this for the first time 
as chief,” Pavia said. “It’s 
very special to me. We’ve 
seen record numbers and 
a record turnout. This is 
exactly the vision of Na-
tional Night Out for me.”

NNO: RPD holds annual event at Atwood Park on Tuesday night

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Officer Ryan Kovacs put on a taser demonstration for the community. Officer Noah Knight volunteered to act as the perpetrator in the exercise. Officer Trevor Owen and 
K9 Odie put on a K9 demonstration for the community where Odie’s skills in item searches, tracking and combat abilities were showcased. Owen and Odie were 
assisted by City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh in the exercise.
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Rochelle Little League

All-Stars battle at state
11U boys travel south for Illinois Little League State Championship in Salem

SPORTS WORKING ON UP 
 
RTHS alum Gerber earns starting role on 
Kishwaukee College baseball team. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

SALEM — The Ro-
chelle Little League 11U 
Baseball All-Stars traveled 
south for the Illinois Little 
League State Champion-
ship tournament in Salem 
over the weekend, finish-
ing 0-2 over two games. 
Rochelle fell 7-3 against 
Mt. Carmel in the first 
round before conceding 
a 15-1 loss to Champaign 
East in the opening round 
of the consolation bracket 
to bow out of the tourna-
ment.

Mt. Carmel
Rochelle fell behind 1-0 

after Mt. Carmel scored 
one run on two singles 
and a passed ball in the 
top of the second inning. 
Mt. Carmel extended its 
lead to 7-0 in the top of 
the third inning, where the 
team scored six runs on six 
singles, one walk and one 
RBI groundout. Rochelle 
avoided the shutout in the 
bottom of the fifth inning, 
where Reed Dougherty 
doubled and scored on an 
RBI single from Jaxson 
Olsen. Eli Thompson also 
singled in the frame, but 
he was left on base.

Rochelle finished strong 
with two runs in the bottom 
of the sixth inning. Kam 

Kessen drew a lead-off 
walk and Maddex Jack-
son reached on an error to 
put two runners on base 
for Jaxon Quinonez, who 
drove Kessen home with an 
RBI groundout to second. 
Jackson made the score 
7-3 after crossing home 
plate on a wild pitch, which 
preceded a two-out single 
from Grange Kissack to 
keep the Rochelle offense 
moving. Mt. Carmel sealed 
the win with a strikeout.

Kessen reached base 
twice in the loss, while 
Chase Brown and Garrett 
Miller each drew walks. 
Teddy Millard started on 
the pitcher’s mound for 
the Rochelle All-Stars, 
throwing four innings and 
striking out six batters. 
Olsen fired the final two 
frames, contributing three 
strikeouts.

Champaign 
East

Rochelle trailed 5-0 
after the bottom of the first 
inning, where Champaign 
East tallied five runs on one 
double, three singles, one 
walk and one dropped third 
strike. Grange Kissack 
drew a hit-by-pitch and 
Reed Dougherty singled 
in the top of the second 
inning, but both runners 
were stranded. Champaign 

East blew the game open in 
the bottom of the second 
inning, rallying for 10 
runs on five singles, one 
double, three walks, two 
hit-by-pitches and an RBI 
groundout.

Garrett Miller walked 
and scored on an RBI single 

from Kam Kessen in the top 
of the third inning, where 
Rochelle scratched its first 
and only run of the game. 
Maddex Jackson reached 
on a two-out walk, but was 
unable to advance further. 
Rochelle held Champaign 
East off the scoreboard in 

the bottom of the third in-
ning, but the All-Stars were 
unable to capitalize on a 
lead-off walk to Dominic 
Escatel in the top of the 
fourth inning. A flyout to 
left ended the game.

Chase Brown along with 
Kessen and Jackson each 

pitched one inning in the 
loss. Brown struck out two 
batters to lead Rochelle on 
the mound, while Kessen 
and Jackson combined 
for two innings pitched 
without allowing a walk. 
The All-Stars finished with 
only two hits in the game.

Rochelle Rays

Swim team concludes 2023 season at Spring Lake
Summer season ends with three-team meet July 25, awards banquet July 27

The Rochelle Rays concluded their 2023 season with their final home meet against the Dixon Dolphins and Catch the Wave South Beloit on 
Tuesday, July 25. The Rays also held an awards banquet at Spring Lake Pool on Thursday, July 27 to cap off the season.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Rays concluded 
their 2023 season with 
their final home meet 
against the Dixon Dol-
phins and Catch the Wave 
South Beloit on Tuesday, 
July 25. The Rays also 
held an awards banquet 
at Spring Lake Pool on 
Thursday, July 27 to cap 
off the season.

Owen Haas, Caleb 
Johnson, Nolan Johnson 
and Kaenan McDevitt set 
a new 15-18 Boys 200-
yard medley relay record 
with a time of 2:04.19 
to eclipse the previous 
record set in 2017. Haas 
also set a new 500-yard 
freestyle record with a 
time of 6:45.07, surpass-
ing the previous mark 
that was established in 
2022. 

Lastly, Olivia Ser-
geant broke the 500-yard 
freestyle record for the 
girls, clocking in with a 
time of 6:52.65 to shatter 
the previous record of 
7:06.00.

The Rays saw high 
school senior graduates 
Emma Hilleson, Caleb 
Johnson, Owen Haas 
and Olivia Sergeant all 
swim their final meets 
as members of the team. 
Head coach Tori Johnson 

thanked the seniors for 
their efforts not only this 
season, but throughout 
their swim careers.

“They have all swam 

with the Rays for many 
years and we are sad to 
see them leave but are so 
excited to see all of their 
next accomplishments in 

life,” Johnson said. “We 
had a group of swim team 
parents band together and 
make bag tags for the 
heat winners of the meet 

and also with everyone’s 
personal best times for 
the season to pass out at 
the banquet. These were 
a huge hit and the swim-

mers all loved them. We’d 
like to thank all of those 
parents for their support.”

See RAYS page 3

(COURTESY PHOTO)
The Rochelle Little League 11U Baseball All-Stars traveled for the Illinois Little League State Championship 
tournament in Salem. The team includes Eli Thompson, Chase Brown, Kam Kessen, Quentin Ansteth, Teddy 
Millard, Maddex Jackson, Garrett Miller, Jaxon Quinonez, Grange Kissack, Noah Hayden, Dominic Escatel, 
Jaxson Olsen and Reed Dougherty. The team is coached by Mike Thompson, Tim Hayden and Jerry Kessen.

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2023 NOMINATION

PHASE
Starts 8/1 
Ends 8/14 

Gotta be in it, to win it!
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers  
Association , Inc. Northern Region 

Trucking Company of the year 2022

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Former Rochelle student-athlete Forrest Gerber worked his way into a starting role in 
the outfield for the Kishwaukee College baseball team this past season.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE)

Gerber works into starting 
role at Kishwaukee College
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FORMER Rochelle student-athlete 
Forrest Gerber worked his way 
into a starting role in the outfield 

for the Kishwaukee College baseball team 
this past season. Motivated to elevate the 
program to the next level, Gerber is setting 
high marks for his upcoming sophomore 
season.

Gerber appeared in 23 games during 
his freshman campaign this past school 
year, recording a .213/.260/.277 slash line 
with one home run and three RBIs along 
with five runs and two stolen bases. The 
RTHS alum totaled 10 hits over 47 at-bats 
and brought most of his value on defense, 
where he earned his starting role in right 
field as the 2023 season moved forward.

“It’s been a great experience,” Gerber 
said. “It’s very different from high school, 
but the season was really enjoyable and 
I made a lot of new friends… I came in 
not knowing where exactly I would fit in, 
but I finished the season as our starting 
right fielder. It was a big change from 
high school, where I didn’t play as much 

and I was used mostly as a pinch runner. 
I wanted to make the most of my college 
experience, so I worked really hard to be 
a starter and it paid off for me.”

Gerber blasted his first collegiate home 
run during Kishwaukee College’s home 
series against Southeastern Illinois Col-
lege on Feb. 19, where he logged two 
RBIs and went 2-for-2 at the dish. Gerber 
finished his freshman season with only two 
errors in the field, resulting in a fielding 
percentage of .931. Gerber said his goals 
for next season are to be a team captain 
for the Kougars, who will welcome two 
recent RTHS graduates in Noah Lara and 
Aidan Rodriguez.

“The pitching we face is a lot quicker 
and there’s a lot more speed and tempo,” 
Gerber said. “A lot of the pitchers we 
faced are going on to play at the Division 
I and Division II levels. It was a shock at 
the beginning of the season, but I slowly 
got into a groove and it made me a bet-
ter baseball player. I’m hoping that I can 
continue playing at a high level in the 
near future.”

See GERBER page 7
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From page 1

The Rays saw 11 and 
12-year-old girls Syd-
ney Burke, Savannah 
Goodrich, Daphne Wise, 
Madisyn Ruthe and Megan 
Johnson all competed in 

the 50-yard butterfly on 
Tuesday evening. Johnson 
also said Rochelle’s 9, 10, 
11 and 12-year-old boys 
and girls swam close to 
record times during the 
event, with nearly all of 
the swimmers racing in 

the 100-yard individual 
medley. Olivia Sergeant 
and Josie Slattengren each 
swam the 500-yard free-
style, with Sergeant drop-
ping close to 30 seconds 
off her previous time and 
Slattengren losing over 10 

seconds.
“Everyone had a great 

year and ended the sea-
son with awesome times, 
beautiful swimming and 
overall major improve-
ments,” Johnson said. “We 
had many returning swim-

mers and many first-time 
swimmers. We are already 
excited for next season and 
can’t wait to see who joins 
our team next year. A huge 
thank you to coach Han-
nah Schlosser and coach 
Carol Winterton. They 

both put a lot of work into 
building the kids’ strokes, 
endurance, confidence, 
and overall love for com-
petitive swimming. All 
their hard work made this 
season’s accomplishments 
all possible.”

SPORTS

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
The Rochelle Rays concluded their 2023 season with their final home meet against the Dixon Dolphins and Catch the Wave South Beloit on Tuesday, July 25. The Rays 
also held an awards banquet at Spring Lake Pool on Thursday, July 27 to cap off the season. Above are photos of the Rochelle Rays in action.

RAYS: Swim team concludes season with home meet, awards banquet

NIU Football

DEKALB — Northern 
Illinois University’s foot-
ball team has had eight 
student-athletes named 
to the 2023 Pro Football 
Focus Preseason All-Mid-
American Conference 
Teams.  

The Huskies had three 
members named to the 
first team in wide receiver 
Trayvon Rudolph (Crete, 
Ill./Crete-Monee), guard 
John Champe (Brookfield, 
Wis./Brookfield East) and 

defensive tackle James 
Ester (Detroit, Mich./Cass 
Tech). Offensive Tackle 
Nolan Potter (Cedar Rap-
ids, Iowa/Washington) and 
defensive tackle Devonte 
O’Malley (Midlothian, Ill./ 
Bremen) were part of the 
PFF preseason all-second 
team.  Running Back An-
tario Brown (Savannah, 
Ga./Beach), guard Logan 
Zschernitz (Spencer, Wis./ 
Spencer) and edge rusher 
Raishein Thomas (Racine, 

Wis./ Washington Park) 
were the three Huskies 
named to the third team.  

Rudolph, a First Team 
All-MAC selection in 
2021, did not see action 
in 2022 due to injury but 
was named to the pre-
season Biletnikoff Award 
and the Paul Hornung 
Award watch lists prior to 
the 2022 season. In 2021 
Rudolph led the Huskies 
with 892 receiving yards 
on 51 catches and seven 

touchdowns. He set the 
NIU and Mid-American 
Conference single-game 
receiving yards record with 
309 at Kent State on Nov. 
3, 2021.  Ester was named 
to the first team after an 
impressive 2022 season. 
He started all 12 games 
for NIU and recorded 28 
tackles, six tackles for loss 
and two sacks while also 
forcing two fumbles. Ester 
was named the Huskies’ 
2022 team MVP and was 

a second team All-MAC 
selection.  O’Malley is 
coming off a 2022 season 
where he was named to the 
All-MAC second team and 
recorded 36 tackles. He tied 
for the team lead in sacks 
with 5.5 and was second on 
the team with seven tackles 
for loss. Thomas led NIU in 
2022 with nine total tackles 
for loss. 

Champe, Potter and 
Zschernitz anchored an 
NIU offensive line that 

led the MAC and was 10th 
in the nation with sacks 
allowed at just 1.0 per 
game. Potter was a first 
team All-MAC honoree by 
the league’s head coaches 
last season with Zschernitz 
named to the third team. 
NIU was second in the 
MAC in rushing yards per 
game in 2022 with 190.4. 
Brown is NIU’s leading 
returning rusher after post-
ing 701 yards and seven 
touchdowns last year.

PFF names eight Huskies to 2023 Preseason All-MAC Team
Three NIU players including wide receiver Rudolph receive preseason honors

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Custom Construction

Residential 
&  

Commercial 
Roofing

Shingle 
Roofing, 

Metal  
Roofing & 

Flat Roofing

Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com

Call & Text 815-871-7835

What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

LE 0802 (Aug. 6, 2023)



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 5SUNDAY, AUG. 6, 2023

MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on July 17, 
2023 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 
post office address of 
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
Joyous Voice Music 
Studio
108 S. Main St.
Rochelle, IL 61068
Dated July 17, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0741
(July 23, 30 and Aug. 
6, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on July 14, 
2023 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 
post office address of 
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
Hickory Ridge Farm
5254 W. Edgewood 
Rd.
Dixon, IL 61021
Dated July 14, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0742
(July 23, 30 and Aug. 
6, 2023)

NOTICE
A Mini Storage, LLC, a 
storage facility located 
at 117 Quarry Road, 
Rochelle, IL hereby 
announces that the 
possessions of the fol-
lowing lessees will be 
disposed of by means 
of auction on August 
15th 2023 at 8:00 
AM. Disposal of per-
sonal property shall 
conform to the terms 
of the certified notice 
previously mailed to 
the lessee. The con-
tents of the units can 
be previewed immedi-
ately prior to the sale.  
The preview and sale 
will take place at each 
individual unit listed 
below; in the order 
they appear.
Unit#220: Micheal Wil-
liams: Home items,Bed 
f rame, tab le ,coo le r, 
chair, tool box, mat-
tress, boxes, speaker 
box.
Unit#179: John Golus-
ka:Vaccum, Fridge, 
boxes, tool box, 
chairs, sofa.
No. 0753
(July 30 and Aug. 6, 
2023)

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return 
call ASAP. Fully 
insured, in business 
since 1999. Servicing 
Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 

Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News 
Leader.  

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 

sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

509   509   
HOUSE FOR RENTHOUSE FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT: 
Three bedroom house 
near Franklin Grove, 
no pets. Call 815-456-
2453. (08-13-23)

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

Looking to Buy, 
Looking to Buy, Sell, Trade 

Sell, Trade Sports Cards & 
Sports Cards & Memorabilia.
Memorabilia.

Call 815-488-8361

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
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MARKETPLACE

Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First

1

5

9
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6

3
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Properties available in  
Mendota, furnished or unfurnished

 
Efficiency apartments, houses with 1-4 
bedrooms and factory space available.
Personal and corporate rentals. Short 
term leases, prices negotiable, utilities 

included and credit application. 
Call or e-mail for appointment.  

708-380-7010 or cott811@yahoo.com

For Sale 
or Rent 
Options

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Worried about losing 
their life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 217-726-0176
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 30 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

08032020

Premium Hardwood • Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt • Mushroom Compost • Straw Bales

Delivery Available

SPORTS

From page 2

Some of Gerber’s most 
memorable moments from 
his freshman season in-
clude facing off against 
RTHS alum and former 
teammate Owen Angell 
when Kishwaukee Col-
lege battled Sauk Valley 
Community College from 
April 24-25. Gerber said 
he also enjoyed the team’s 
spring trip to St. Peters-
burg, Florida, where the 
Kougars played a series 
of tournament games. 
Gerber is currently study-
ing criminal justice and 
intends to transfer to West-
ern Illinois University 
after concluding his career 
at Kishwaukee College 
in order to complete his 
education.

“It was cool to see 
Owen and to see how 
much we’ve grown since 
high school,” Gerber said. 
“The Rochelle coaches 
know what they’re doing 
and they really care about 
the kids… Some goals I’m 
setting for myself are to 
hit a little over .300 and to 
be a captain of the team. 
I want to be a good role 
model for the new kids like 
Noah and Aidan. I really 
want to win and I want to 
take this seriously. I want 
to show everyone that 
Kishwaukee has a great 
baseball program.”

Forrest Gerber

GERBER: RTHS 
alum reflects on 
freshman season

Rochelle Junior Tackle

Rochelle Junior Tackle teams kick off first week of fall practices at Helms Park for 2023 season
The Rochelle Junior Tackle teams kicked off the 2023 season with their first week of fall practices at Helms Park. Rochelle Junior Tackle will field four teams between 
fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grade. The teams will play an eight-week schedule featuring seven games as well as one bye week. Rochelle will start the season with 

home games against Stillman Valley on Saturday, Aug. 12. Above are photos from the first week of practices on the north end of Helms Park.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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SPORTS
RTHS Football

Rochelle Township High School football program celebrates end of summer with team activities
The Rochelle Township High School football program celebrated the end of its summer with a series of team-oriented games and challenges this past week. The Tug-O-

War champions included head coach Kyle Kissack as well as Carson Lewis, Cayden Moore, Jordan Spears, Corbin Harris, Krew Sullivan, Gabe Montes, Andrew Johnson 
and Omar Hueramo (below right). Co-champions of the Five-Man Sled challenge were coach Justin Otte’s team (middle left) of Elijah Harley, Xavier Villalobos, Roman 

Villalobos, Alex Pemberton, Frank Nasca and Alex Foster as well as coach Brett Zick’s team (middle right) of Brock Metzger, Ethan Goodwin, Van Gerber, Markell Pogue 
and Brandt Waters, who were also the Relay Race champions. Overall champions of the summer competition were coaches Noah Mershon and Johnny Gonzales as well 

as Grant Gensler, Brode Metzger, Jack Tilton, Wyatt Worthington, Riley Damask, Gavin Neale, Nick Novak and Parker Slattengren (below left).

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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