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OREGON — Lauren 
Carlson of Byron was 
recently crowned 2023 
Miss Ogle County at the 
Ogle County Fair Aug. 
2-6. Her bio is as follows:

“My name is Lauren 
Carlson and I am so 
excited to be your 2023 
Miss Ogle County! I have 
lived in Ogle County my 
whole life, where I grad-
uated from Byron High 
School in 2023. This fall, 
I will be attending the 
University of Wisconsin 
— Platteville, majoring 
in Environmental Horti-
culture with a Landscape 
Design Emphasis and a 
minor in Architecture. I 
have been a 4-H member 
for 13 years, showing a 
variety of projects in the 
exhibit building including 
woodworking, floricul-
ture, horticulture, cake 
decorating, visual arts 
and more. In high school, 
I participated in and 
was captain of the cross 
country and soccer teams, 
competed on the academ-
ic team, played clarinet 

in the band, performed 
on the speech team, and 
took part in FFA as a hor-
ticulture competitor. This 
summer, I work as a crop 
scout for Advanced Crop 
Care. In five years, I hope 
to have graduated from 
Platteville and be doing 
what I love by designing 
landscapes for my cus-
tomers and the commu-
nity to enjoy. I also plan 
to continue volunteering 
in my community, as I 
have done in the past, 
through my church St. 
Paul Lutheran in Oregon, 
4-H, FFA, and athletics, 
where I was an assistant 
youth soccer coach for 
four years. As queen, I 
can’t wait to learn more 
about this county I call 
home, advocate for the 
agriculture community, 
and connect with the 
people of Ogle County 
on a deeper level. Ad-
ditionally, I hope I can 
touch young kids’ lives by 
being a great mentor and 
example for them just as 
others have done for me.”

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 
Local law enforcement 
recently reacted to a Tues-
day, July 18 ruling by the 
state’s Supreme Court that 
the SAFE-T Act criminal 
justice reform legislation 
that eliminates cash bail is 
constitutional. 

An individual’s wealth 
will no longer play a role 
in whether they are incar-
cerated while awaiting 
trial. Judges can still order 
someone to be detained 
as they await trial, but the 
new system will instead 
be based on an offender’s 
level of risk of reoffending 
or fleeing prosecution. The 
change will take effect Sept. 
18. Illinois is the first state 
to fully eliminate cash bail. 

The SAFE-T Act also 
reformed police training, 
certification and use-of-
force standards, expanded 
detainee rights, and gave 
the attorney general’s office 
authority to investigate al-
leged civil rights violations 

by law enforcement. It also 
required body cameras at 
all police departments by 
2025. 

Ogle County Sheriff 
Brian VanVickle has been 
outspoken against the elim-
ination of cash bail, and 
said July 26 that he was 
disappointed, but not sur-
prised, by the Supreme 
Court’s ruling. He said his 
office will be ready for the 
Sept. 18 change, as it was 
before the original Jan. 1 
implementation date before 
the legislation went through 
the court system. 

The sheriff called the 
elimination of cash bail “a 
change in the way law en-
forcement does business.” 
The “majority” of people 
will be processed and 
then released immediately, 
VanVickle said, and will go 
before a judge at a later time 
rather than the next day. He 
said he has concerns about 
how likely the accused will 
be to show up to their court 
appearances.

See BAIL page 10

Carlson wins 2023 Miss Ogle County contest

Lauren Carlson

Officials react to elimination of cash bail
VanVickle: ‘The repeat offenders are definitely going to be a concern’

Local law enforcement recently reacted to a Tuesday, July 18 ruling by the state’s 
Supreme Court that the SAFE-T Act criminal justice reform legislation that 
eliminates cash bail is constitutional. 

(PHOTO BY BRAD JENNINGS

Bad Ash opens 
for business in 
Oregon 
                  SECTION B
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passholders Monday, Aug. 21!   
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BY GEORGE HOWE
CORRESPONDENT

OREGON — If you 
arrive at the intersection of 
10th and Jefferson Streets 
in Oregon, take notice of 
a brand-new, state-of-the-
art digital marquee sign in 
front of the Oregon School 
District #220 building. The 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
was held on Tuesday, Aug. 
8, and attended by repre-
sentatives of the school 
district, Oregon Chamber 
of Commerce and the busi-
ness sponsors who made 
the sign become a reality.

To say that a new, mod-
ern sign was needed is an 
understatement. The brick, 
“monument sign” had been 
welcoming students for the 
last 40 years plus but had 
no ability to communicate 
with the residents and 
school children. By the 
way, the monument sign 
will be moved to a yet-
to-be-determined location 
on campus. Buildings and 
Grounds Director Bill 
Nesemeier took it upon 

himself to reach out to a 
number of vendors who 
have been community 
partners for many years. 

“We’ve needed this new 
sign for a long time so when 
the opportunity came up, I 
looked for every chance to 
work with local businesses 
to raise funds for the con-
struction and installation 
of the digital marquee,” 
Nesemeier said. “We are 
so thankful for our sponsors 
who played an instrumental 
role in making this vision-
ary project a reality for our 
school district.” 

The district sent thanks 
and recognition to Eh-
men’s, Etnyre, Martin and 
Company, Wolber and 
Sons, and Woods. 

“We like to give to the 
community and we do that 
in different ways,” Etnyre 
Board Vice Chairman Don 
Etnyre said. “When this op-
portunity was presented to 
us, we were happy to do it.”

“Woods has a long his-
tory in Oregon,” Woods 
General Manager Rupert 
Miller said. “One of the 

Oregon School District holds ribbon cutting ceremony
‘We are so thankful for our sponsors who played an instrumental role’

Representatives from the sponsors who made the new sign a reality were on hand for the ribbon cutting 
ceremony that took place Aug. 8 in front of the Oregon School District office. 

(PHOTO BY GEORGE HOWE)

things that are important 
to us is to be a community 
partner and help in any way 
that we can. The partner-
ship with the community 
and Woods will only make 
both stronger, and that’s 

why we wanted to be a part 
of this.”  

Oregon Superintendent 
Tom Mahoney added his 
sentiments. 

“The generous sup-
port of these businesses 

reflects their belief in the 
school district’s mission 
and their commitment to 
fostering a stronger sense 
of community,” Mahoney 
said. “It’s not just about 
having a modern display, 

but, creating a space where 
everyone feels engaged, 
informed and excited to be 
a part of our district’s latest 
news and events.” 

See SIGN page 9
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OREGON — On July 

27 at 1:19 a.m. deputies 
were dispatched to the 
intersection of East Illinois 
Route 72 and North Marrill 
Road for a single-vehicle 
motorcycle crash with 
injuries. After a brief 
investigation, it was de-
termined that a westbound 
motorcycle operated by 
Jacob R. Ellenby, 27, of 
Byron was attempting to 
negotiate the curve when 
he lost control and exited 
the north side of the road-
way. The motorcycle then 
struck a guardrail on the 
north side of East Illinois 
Route 72 before ejecting 
the driver and coming 
to a rest in the roadway. 
Ellenby was transported 
to Swedish American Hos-
pital with serious injuries. 
Additionally, Ellenby was 
charged with driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 
Ellenby was additionally 
cited for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident, 
improper lane usage, reg-
istration expiration and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Ellenby 
was released on an I-Bond 
with a future court date. 

The incident is still under 
investigation, and addi-
tional charges are pending. 
Deputies were assisted on 
the scene by Byron Fire/
EMS as well as the Byron 
Police Department. 

On July 29 at 4:19 a.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop at Moore Road and 
Illinois Route 64. After a 
brief investigation, depu-
ties arrested Nathan Hand, 
43, of Chana for driving 
while license suspended. 
Hand was released on a 
$2,500 individual bond 
with a future court date.

On July 29 at approxi-
mately 1:11 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
within the 8,000 block 
of North Kishwaukee 
Road.  After an investi-
gation, deputies placed 
Mykhaela A. Cram, 21, 
of Rockford, under arrest 
for driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. Cram 
was additionally cited for 
following too closely and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Cram was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where she was 
held in lieu of bond. 

On July 29 at 8:50 p.m. 

deputies and Lynn-Scott-
Rock Fire Department 
responded to a single-ve-
hicle rollover in the 19,000 
block of East Lindenwood 
Road. After a brief investi-
gation, it was determined 
the GMC Envoy operated 
by a 17-year-old female 
from DeKalb swerved to 
miss a deer, lost control 
and rolled several times. 
The juvenile was trans-
ported to an area hospital 
for injuries.  

On July 29 at 10:54 p.m. 
deputies were dispatched 
to Lake Ladonna (1302 
S. Harmony Road) for a 
disturbance. After an in-
vestigation, Kayla Thom-
as, 36, of Rockford was 
arrested for two counts of 
domestic battery. Thomas 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in lieu 
of bond.

On July 29 at approxi-
mately 7:36 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 8,000 block of North 
Kishwaukee Road. Upon 
investigation, Suzanne J. 
Halvorson, 65, of Byron, 
was placed under arrest 
for driving while license 
revoked. Halvorson was 

also cited for operating 
a vehicle with suspended 
registration. Halvorson 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where she was 
held in lieu of bond.

On July 30 at 11:59 
p.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop on West Illinois 
Route 64 at Ridge Road for 
an equipment violation. 
After an investigation, 
Tyler Vegliando, 20, of 
Oregon, was arrested for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Vegliando was also issued 
a citation for no front reg-
istration. Vegliando was 
released from the scene on 
a signature I-Bond.  

On July 30 at approxi-
mately 4:56 p.m. deputies 
responded to an address in 
the 2,500 block of South 
Union Road in reference 
to a disturbance. After an 
investigation, Raymond 
Schultheis, 39, of Dixon, 
was placed under arrest 
for aggravated assault 
with a motor vehicle and 
battery. Schultheis was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held pending an appear-
ance before a judge.

On Aug. 2 at 8:27 

p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop at Pilot truck 
stop in Rochelle. After a 
brief investigation, Wesley 
Meadows, 28, of Rochelle, 
was arrested for driving 
while license suspended. 
Meadows was released on 
a $2,500 individual bond 
with a return court date. 
Meadows was also issued 
a citation for suspended 
registration.

On Aug. 3 at approxi-
mately 12:19 a.m. depu-
ties investigated a parked 
vehicle with the engine on 
at 700 West Blackhawk 
Drive (Casey’s General 
Store) in Byron. After an 
investigation, deputies 
placed Duane A. Pinkston, 
42, of Oregon, under arrest 
for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol. Pinkston 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where he was 
held in lieu of bond.

On Aug. 6 at approxi-
mately 4:13 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 200 block of North Illi-
nois Route 251. After brief 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Jose Torres, 55, 
of Rockford, for no valid 
driver’s license. Torres 

was issued an additional 
citation for operating an 
uninsured motor vehi-
cle. Torres was given an 
I-Bond with a return court 
date later next month and 
released on scene.

On Aug. 7 at approxi-
mately 6:45 po.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
in the 700 block of North 
River Road. After a brief 
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Franklin Munoz-Te-
jeda, 24, of Rockford, for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Munoz-Tejeda was issued 
an additional citation for 
suspended registration. 
Munoz-Tejeda was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he is held in lieu 
of bond. 

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty in the court 
of law.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Report: July 27-Aug. 7, 2023

July 10
At 8 a.m., Oregon Police 

issued April M. Foster, 39, 
Mt. Morris, a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
a suspended registration. 
This violation occurred 
in the 100 block of North 
4th Street.

At 9:05 a.m., Oregon 
Police issued Richard L. 
Gallagher, 39, Oregon, 
a citation for operating a 
vehicle with an expired 
registration. This violation 
occurred in the 100 block 
of East Washington Street.

At 9:53 a.m., Oregon 
Police issued Araceli Ro-
cha-Amaro, 46, Rockford, 
citations for driving while 
license suspended, oper-
ating an uninsured motor 
vehicle and operating a 
vehicle with a suspended 
registration. Rocha-Amaro 
was issued an I-Bond and 
will appear in court at a 
later date for these charges. 
These violations occurred 
in the 100 block of South 
4th Street.

At 1:50 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Monica S. 
Hernandez, 34, Rochelle, 
a citation for operating a 
vehicle with an expired 
registration. This violation 
occurred in the 500 block 
of East Washington Street.

At 10:20 p.m., Oregon 
Police arrested Marcy A. 
Devaney, 32, Rockford, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Devaney was 
also issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
a suspended registration. 

Devaney was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail. 
These violations occurred 
in the 500 block of Gale 
Street.

July 11
At 7:00 a.m., Oregon 

Police investigated a 
two-vehicle traffic crash 
in the McDonald’s parking 
lot located at 211 South 
4th Street involving a 
1994 Chevrolet driven by 
Maxwell W. Milam, 17, 
Pecatonica and a 2016 
GMC driven by Kimberly 
M. Sweizer, 41, Oregon. 
No citations were issued.

At 1:05 p.m., Oregon 
Police arrested Elder O. 
Rodriguez-Dubon, 33, 
Rockford, for no valid 
driver’s license. Rodri-
guez-Dubon was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail. This violation oc-
curred in the 100 block of 
North 4th Street.

July 12
At 8:55 a.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Hannah 
M. Wilson, 19, Machesney 
Park, for driving while 
license suspended. Wilson 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail. This violation 
occurred in the 400 block 
of Jefferson Street.

July 13
At 4:01 p.m., Oregon 

Police responded to a dis-
turbance in the 500 block of 
North 5th Street resulting 
in the arrest of Sandra L. 
Hessian, 64, Oregon for 
battery and violation of or-

ders of protection. Hessian 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail.

July 14
At 7:25 a.m., Oregon 

Police responded to a 
two-vehicle traffic crash 
in the 100 block of North 
3rd Street involving a 2006 
Toyota driven by David E. 
Bakener, 73, Oregon, and a 
2015 Ford driven by Sara J. 
Near, 31, of Milledgeville. 
No citations were issued.

At 9:25 p.m., Oregon 
Police arrested Keyanta J. 
Stoutmire, 22, Chicago, for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Stoutmire was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail. 
This violation occurred 
in the 100 block of West 
Washington Street.

At 2:30 p.m., Oregon 
Police were advised of the 
theft of a motor scooter that 
had just occurred in the 100 
block of South 4th Street. 
Following a search for the 
offender, who was found 
and stopped in the 1400 
block of West Washing-
ton Street, resulting in the 
arrest of George A. Land-
owski, 50, Mt. Morris, for 
felony theft and resisting a 
peace officer. Landowski 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail.

July 15
At 2 a.m., Oregon Police 

arrested Tiffany J. Hedrick, 
44, Oregon, on an out-
standing Ogle County war-
rant for failure to appear. 

Hedrick was transport-
ed to the Ogle County Jail.

July 16
At 2:15 p.m., Oregon 

Police issued Justin R. Jeter, 
22, Oregon, citations for 
operating a vehicle with 
an expired registration and 
failure to secure a child 
under eight years of age. A 
passenger in Jeter’s vehicle, 
Kristopher M. Mockovak, 
22, Mt. Morris, was arrested 
on a Rockford PD warrant 
for retail theft. Mockovak 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail. These viola-
tions occurred in the 500 
block of South 7th Street. 

At 8:53 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued a 16-year-
old juvenile of Mt. Morris 
a citation for disobeying a 
traffic control device. This 
violation occurred at the 
intersection of Webster and 
10th Streets.

July 17
At 4:23 p.m., Oregon 

Police responded to a 
two-vehicle traffic crash 
in the 1,200 block of West 
Washington Street involv-
ing a 2020 Chevrolet driven 
by Merle A. Prascak, 44, 
Oregon, and a 2016 GMC 
driven by Kimberly M. 
Schweizer, 41, Oregon. 
Prascak was issued a ci-
tation for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident.

At 7:08 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Ismet Covic, 
67, of Utica, New York, for 
speeding, 44 miles per hour 
in a 30-miles per hour zone. 
This violation occurred in 
the 400 block of South 4th 
Street.

July 18
At 7 p.m., Oregon Police 

issued Ezekiel R. Newton, 
21, Rockford, a citation for 
operation of a vehicle with 
a suspended registration. 
This violation occurred in 
the 400 block of North 4th 
Street.

July 19
At 5:27 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Lynnea A. 
H. Racine, 24, Oregon, a 
citation for operation of an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
This violation occurred in 
the 100 block of North 4th 
Street.

July 21
At 8:52 p.m., Oregon 

Police issued Sandra L. 
Pease, 52, Oregon, cita-
tions for operating a vehicle 
with an expired registration 
and operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. These vio-
lations occurred in the 100 
block of South 4th Street.

July 22
At 10:18 a.m., Oregon 

Police took a report of a car 
vs. utility pole traffic crash 
in the 100 block of Adams 
Street involving a 2019 Kia 
driven by a 16-year-old 
juvenile of Oregon. No 
citations were issued.

At 2:45 p.m., Oregon 
Police responded to a 
disturbance at the Mc-
Donald’s restaurant, 211 
S. 4th St., resulting in the 
arrest of Francis E. Fenton, 
58, Oregon. Fenton was 
transported to the Ogle 

County Jail.
At 7:41 p.m., Oregon 

Police issued Benjerman 
M. Lemere, 33, Elizabeth, 
a citation for speeding 55 
miles per hour in a 35-miles 
per hour zone. This viola-
tion occurred in the 1,300 
block of Pines Road.

At 8:23 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Tiffany E. 
Adcock, 43, Dixon, cita-
tions for speeding 58 miles 
per hour in a 35-miles per 
hour zone and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
These violations occurred 
in the 1,300 block of Pines 
Road.

At 9:08 p.m. Oregon 
Police issued a 16-year-old 
juvenile of Byron a cita-
tion for illegal squealing/
screeching of tires. This 
violation occurred at the 
4th and Franklin Street 
intersection.

July 23
At 10:18 p.m., Oregon 

Police issued Nigel A. 
Parker, 22, of Murrieta, 
California a citation for 
speeding 43 miles per hour 
in a 30-miles per hour zone. 
This violation occurred in 
the 400 block of South 4th 
Street.

Nine parking tickets and 
18 verbal warnings issued 
during the period of July 
10-23. 

Please note: Any arrests 
listed below are merely 
accusations and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in a 
court of law.

Oregon Police Department Report: July 10-July 23, 2023
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Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 

are presumed innocent unless proven 
guilty in a court of law.
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BYRON — The next 
Byron Kiwanis Pork 
Chop sandwich sale is 
scheduled from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 
19 in the St. Mary Catholic 
Church parking lot, located 
at 220 E. Blackhawk Drive. 

A sack lunch of a grilled 
Eichman’s butterfly pork 
chop sandwich, chips, 
cookie and bottle of water 
can be purchased for $8, or a 
single sandwich can be pur-
chased for $6 each. These 
delicious sandwiches sell 

out quickly so be sure to 
stop by early!  

All proceeds benefit 
programs in our communi-
ty.  Byron Kiwanis sponsors 
“K-KIDS” at Mary Mor-
gan Elementary, “Builders 
Club” at Byron Middle 
School and “Key Club” at 
Byron High School. We 
collaborate with other area 
service organizations and 
businesses because togeth-
er we reach more people 
and have a greater impact 
on our community. 

Some of the programs 
we support include Mary 
Morgan Family Reading 
Night, youth education & 
sports, high school col-
lege scholarships, Byron 
School PBIS: Positive Be-
havior Intervention and 
Supports, Free Breakfast 
with Santa, benefitting 
Operation Santa, Cross-
roads Blues Society, Peo-
ple Helping People Food 
Pantry, Village of Progress, 
and Neuroscience Research 
Foundation among others.  

Byron Kiwanis Sack Lunch is Aug. 19

OREGON – Dinah J. 
Boyden, age 72, passed 
away at KSB Hospital in 
Dixon on Wednesday, July 
5, 2023. She was born in 
Pickett, AR on Aug. 16, 
1950, the daughter of 
W.T. and Aylene (Parker) 
Hogard. Dinah grew up 
in Arkansas and graduated 
high school from Corning, 
Arkansas. She married 
the love of her life, Rick 
Boyden in 1980. Dinah 
worked many years for 
Cacciatore’s Food Mart 
and Kable Printing. 

Dinah enjoyed fishing 
and golfing with her hus-
band in their spare time. 
She loved flowers and 
could be found visiting 

flea markets and stopping 
by garage sales. The most 
important thing in her 
life was her family. She 
was an amazing mother 
and grandmother. She is 
preceded in death by her 
daughter, Andrea Hawks, 
parents W.T. and Aylene 
Hogard, and brothers, 
Bill Hogard and Harold 
Hogard. 

She is survived and 
missed by her husband, 
Rick Boyden of Oregon; 
children, Stephanie (Skip 
Randecker) Brown of Mt 
Morris, Jeff Boyden of Or-
egon, and Amanda (Dave 
Newell) Boyden-Newell 
of Crescent City, Florida; 
sisters, Elaine Williams of 

Memphis, Madolyn Scriver 
of O’Fallon, Missouri, and 
Carolyn (Wayne) Gearhart 
of Pocahontas, Arkansas; 
grandchildren, Matthew 
(Steph) Sesslar, Michael 
(Amanda) Hawks, Na-
talie Hawks, Alex Hawks, 
Justin Hawks, Hannah 
Conger, Abigail Conger, 
Zach (Emily) Newell, and 
Christina Boyden, and 
great grandchildren, An-
nika, Blake, Claire, Luke, 
Mia, Bridgette, Vivian, 
Kira, Jameson, and Eloise. 

Per Dinah’s request no 
services are being held 
at this time. To leave an 
online condolence please 
visit www.farrellholland-
gale.com

ROCKFORD — Mar-
garet A. Brooks, formerly 
of Dixon, was welcomed 
into the arms of her Lord 
and Savior on Aug. 5, 
2023, at Cedarhurst Se-
nior Living in Rockford, 
Illinois, at the age of 97. 
Margaret was born on Jan. 1, 
1926, to Ra K. and Dorothy 
(Warner) Brooks and attend-
ed Oregon High School. 

After graduating from 
Bob Jones University, Mar-
garet taught at schools in 
New York, Missouri, and 
Oregon before returning to 
Dixon. Although Margaret 
spent most of her profes-
sional career working for 
Attorney Warren H. Badger 
and F.X. Newcomer & Co., 
her true calling was living a 
life of service to her Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

Countless individuals 
were led to Jesus through her 
wisdom and dedication in 
spreading the Good News. 
Margaret taught adult Sun-
day School at every church 
she attended, led many Bible 
studies in homes and senior 
facilities, held weekly prayer 
groups, and continually 
visited and served others, 
whatever their needs. 

She taught her last Sunday 

School class at the age of 94.  
Better known as “Aunt Mar-
gee” to her many nieces and 
nephews, Margaret loved 
spending time with her fam-
ily. She could often be seen 
driving a carload of nieces 
and nephews to Prince Cas-
tle or shopping with them at 
Kline’s Department Store. 

Her house was a second 
home to generations of 
nieces and nephews, and 
she was the first one to pull 
out a game of Candyland 
or Chutes and Ladders. She 
enjoyed a good laugh, often 
at herself, and was happiest 
sitting at the “kids’ table” 
at family events. She loved 
“the kids” so much and left 
each of them with a lifetime 
of smiles and memories.

Margaret was preceded 
in death by her parents 
Ra and Dorothy; a sister 
Delores; her three broth-
ers Arn, Bob, and Jerry; 
two sisters-in-law, Lucille 
Brooks and Alene Brooks; 
and two nephews, Rick 
Haefner and Lynne Brogren. 
Survivors include sister-
in-law, Barbara Brooks 
formerly of Oregon; nieces 
Kathy Brogren of Rockford, 
Terri (Tom) Henderson of 
Rockford, and Joann Haef-

ner of Daytona Beach, Flor-
ida; nephews Mark (Kim) 
Brooks of Mesa, Arizona, 
David (Kelly) Brooks of 
Winnebago, Brian (Sandy) 
Brooks of Byron, and Ste-
ven Brooks of Palm Coast, 
Florida; along with 14 great 
and great-great nieces and 
nephews.

Visitation will be at 2 
PM at Preston-Schilling 
Funeral Home, in Dix-
on, Illinois, on Thursday, 
Aug. 10, 2023, with a 
service to follow at 3 PM.  
Memorials in her name may 
be made to either of Marga-
ret’s favorite charities: Sauk 
Valley Ministries of Dixon, 
Illinois or Slavic Gospel 
Association of Loves Park. 

Arrangements were com-
pleted by Preston-Schilling 
Funeral Home, in Dixon. 
Condolences may be sent 
to www.prestonschilling.
com.

OREGON – Melva 
Jean Johnson, age 94, 
life long Oregon resi-
dent, passed away in the 
early hours of Monday, 
Aug. 7, 2023 at Liberty 
Village Nursing Home in 
Rochelle. She was born on 
Feb. 5, 1929 in Rockford, 
the daughter of Harry and 
Velva (Argraves) Lindahl.  

She married the love of 
her life, Dean Johnson on 
June 20, 1953 in Oregon. 
They built a beautiful life 
together until his passing 
on Dec. 29, 2017. Melva 
was a self-made woman 
who could learn anything 
she set her mind to. She en-
joyed gardening, sewing, 
painting, and making stain 
glass which were all skills 
that she taught herself. She 
even taught herself how to 
cut and style her own hair. 

She loved line dancing 

with her husband and they 
were pivotal in starting 
the group the Boot Scoo-
tin Seniors. She enjoyed 
travelling with her hus-
band and spending time 
at the water and going 
swimming. In her young-
er years she was an avid 
roller-skater. 

Survived by her son, 
Bruce (Teresa) Johnson of 
Oregon; daughter, Chris-
tine (Ron) Ware of Mt. 
Morris; grandchildren: 
Sarah (Mike) Rutlin, Jes-
sica (Ted) Hade, Joseph 
Cox, Jr., Adam Cox, Aaron 
(Lexi) Johnson and Abby 
(Justin Cotton) Johnson; 
great grandchildren, An-
drew, Skye, Cheyenne, 
Oren, Silas, Brennan, 
Landon, and Jackson; and 
great great grandchildren, 
Elliot and Grayson. She is 
predeceased by her hus-

band, parents, and brother, 
Roland “Junior” Lindhal. 

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 AM on Friday 
Aug. 11, 2023 at the Far-
rell-Holland-Gale Funeral 
Home, Oregon preceded 
by a visitation begin-
ning at 10 AM. Burial in 
Ebenezer Cemetery, rural 
Oregon. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials in Melva’s 
name may be made to 
Alzheimer’s Research. 

To leave an online con-
dolence please visit www.
farrellhollandgale.com

DAYTONA BEACH, 
Fla. — Mary Ellen Raney, 
aged 82, of Daytona Beach, 
Florida, formerly of Byron, 
passed away on June 9, 
2023, at the end of a life 
well-lived. She was born on 
Aug. 1, 1940, in Clinton, to 
William Lobb and Mable 
“Ruth” Cook. Mary devoted 
her life to serving others as 
a social worker, helping 
adults and children with 
disabilities and advocating 
for the rights of abused and 
neglected children. She 
received her higher educa-
tion from Western Illinois 
University, which provided 
her the foundation for her 
life’s work.

Mary was a faithful 
member of All Saints Lu-
theran Church in Byron, 
where she found solace and 
comfort in her faith. She 
cherished her time spent 

with her family and friends, 
especially as the Queen of 
the Byron Red Hat Ladies, 
a group that she loved and 
cherished. Mary’s hobbies 
included gardening, hosting 
family events, and spending 
time with her grandchildren.

Mary is survived by her 
son Brian (Kellie) Clark, 
stepchildren; Darcy (Eddie) 
Foreman and Christopher 
(Adela) Raney; grandchil-
dren, Melissa (Brandon) 
Clark, Andrew (Sara) Clark, 
Samantha (Auzzy) Fill-
more, Joshua Fillmore, Mi-
chelina (Jerome) Clark and, 
Jessica (Houston) Acrees, 
Justin (Alyxandra) Fore-
man, and Alexi Raney, 12 
great-grandchildren, and her 
brother Bill (Cathy) Lobb.

Mary was preceded in 
death by her father, Wil-
liam Lobb, mother, Mable 
Ruth Cook, three husbands, 

Delbert Clark, Elden “Ben” 
Stich, and Thomas Raney, 
her daughter Mashele Fill-
more, grandson John Robert 
Fillmore, two brothers; Lou-
is Huebner and Dean Lobb, 
two sisters; Norma Martin 
and Audrey Bray.

A memorial service will 
be held on Aug. 17, 2023, at 
11 am, at All Saints Luther-
an Church, 624 Luther Dr, 
Byron, IL 61010.

In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions can be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association in 
honor of Mary’s memory. 

Dinah J. Boyden Margaret A. Brooks

Melva Jean Johnson

Mary Ellen Raney

OREGON — This 
world has lost a unique, 
hardworking husband, 
father, grandfather, and 
friend.

Richard Little was born 
on a farm at the corner of 
Daysville Road and Route 
64, across from the Oregon 
Golf Course, on Aug. 16, 
1926. The golf course was 
built in the same year. 
He attended Oak Ridge 
School for eight years, 
all taught by Evelyn Graf, 
a teacher he respected 
greatly and appreciated in 
later years. Dick graduated 
high school in 1944 and 
enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps on Aug. 7, 1944. 
He served most of 1946 
in Germany. He strongly 
considered staying in the 
Army. Things might have 
been quite different for us 
if he had done so. Dick 
was discharged on Nov. 
23, 1946.

Dick married Dolores 
Chamberlin on Sept. 4, 
1948. He had asked her 
for a date while they both 
were in high school, but 
she needed to ask her 
father. He said he knew 
Dick’s Dad in their high 
school days and wouldn’t 
allow her to go. They have 
never been able to figure 
that one out.

Dick worked on a farm 
by the month during 1949, 
the year their son, David, 
was born. Dick and Dee 
started farming on their 
own on Jan. 1, 1950, and 
he continued farming until 
after harvest 2014. It was 
the best crop he had ever 

had, and he decided to quit 
while at the top.

They bought a farm in 
1954 that later became 
White Pines Ranch. Over 
the years, they owned 
and rented farms in Pine 
Creek, Oregon, Grand 
Detour, and Rockvale 
Townships. The Ranch 
was the highlight of Dick’s 
life. Dick Little was not 
religious but believed 
in the Golden Rule and 
tried to live his life that 
way. He enjoyed working 
with many people over 
the years at the Ranch. 
Dick was particularly 
supportive of young peo-
ple regarding education 
and employment. He was 
always willing to help 
young people get back 
into school or college or 
give them a job to get 
them started in life. He has 
always felt that working 
at White Pines Ranch is 
a good stepping stone to 
bigger and better things. 
He was an excellent em-
ployer and had a very good 
working relationship with 
his employees. The staff 
structure at the Ranch has 
always been more like a 
family than an organiza-
tional chart.

Dick served as a trust-
ee of the Oregon Fire 
Protection District for 
twenty-five years. He also 
served on several boards.

He is being laid to rest 
next to his wife and the 
Ranch he loved - in that 
order - Dee sometimes 
doubted that order, but it 
really was that way.

Our family would like 
to thank Larry Blume 
for being the “best damn 
neighbor and friend an old 
man could ask for.”

He is preceded in death 
by his wife, Dee, and his 
daughter-in-law Linda 
Little. His children survive 
him David Little, Gig 
(Tex) Bellows, Sue (John) 
Andrew, and Andee (Todd) 
Brehm. Seven grandchil-
dren Tyler (Chasity) Bel-
lows, Jesse Little, Kayla 
(Terrence) Raper, Lillian 
Andrew, Dustin (Kelly) 
Brehm, Alix (Collin Mar-
shall) Brehm, and Carson 
(Stacey Dinges) Andrew. 
Four great-grandchildren 
Leona and Claire Raper, 
and Bowe and Campbell 
Brehm. He also had many 
“old” ranch hands and 
friends that he cared about 
deeply.

Instead of flowers or 
gifts, we request that 
donations be made to 
the Oregon VFW Post 
8739. Funeral services 
will be held at 1:30 PM 
on Sunday, Aug. 13, 2023 
at Farrell Holland Gale 
Funeral Home in Oregon. 
Visitation will be held 
from 11 AM until time of 
service. Burial will be at 
Mt. Zion Cemetery. 

Richard Little
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AG LIME for sale - $4 a ton  
limekiln quarry in Oregon, IL
Delivery rates available upon request.  

Call 815-739-5885 for inquires. 
Lime analysis: 10.627%Mg; 100.71 CCE;  

1.09 1 Year Correction Factor; 1.14 4 Year Correction Factor

07
17
20
23

Raspberries

• Pesticide Free
• Irrigated Plants
• Order or self-pick
• Late August through first 

frost!

Stillman Valley 
Nursery

9979 N Kishwaukee Rd
Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8113 09052022

Bar and Kitchen Open at 4PM
Carry out and kitchen are open:  

Monday 4pm-7pm, Wednesday 4pm-8pm & Friday 4pm-8pm

Fish, chicken and shrimp  
carry out on Fridays! 
BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm

Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

08
22

20
22

Game machines open Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday 4-Close doug@dougweber.net | 1688 Brandywine Lane, Dixon, IL | www.dougweber.net

05
15

20
17Buying or selling real estate in Northern Illinois?

Call Doug at 815-222-5806 for all your real estate needs!

Doug Weber
815-222-5806

Doug’s got the key! Call Doug today!

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 
(IT IS ADVISED THAT INTERESTED PARTIES CONSULT THEIR 
OWN ATTORNEYS BEFORE BIDDING AT FORECLOSURE 
SALE.) 
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to a JUDGMENT 
OF FORECLOSURE entered by the Court in Keith Beckingham v. 
Kerry Beckingham, Unknown Owners and Non Record Claimants, 
Case No. 2023FC1 Ogle County, Illinois, on June 9, 2023, the prop-
erty hereinafter described will be sold to the highest bidder. 
(A) The name, address, and telephone number of the person to 
contact for information regarding the real estate is Courtney E. Ken-
nedy, Ehrmann Gehlbach Badger & Considine, LLC, 114 E. Everett 
Street, Suite 300, Dixon, Illinois 61021 (815) 288-4949.
(B) Both the legal description of the real estate and the common ad-
dress is follows: Part of the Northwest Quarter (NW¼) of the North-
west Quarter (NW¼) of Section 35, in Township 24 North, Range 9 
East of the 4th P.M., bounded and described as follows: Beginning 
on the West line of said Section at a point 719 1/8 feet South of the 
Northwest comer of said Section, running thence East 28 ¼ rods, 
thence South 56.58 feet, thence West 28 ¼ rods, and North 56.58 
feet to the Point of Beginning; situated in the Township of Mount 
Morris, County of Ogle and State of Illinois. PIN: 08-35-103-005
Common address or location of premises: 1823 South McKendrie 
Street, Mount Morris, Ogle County, Illinois.
(C) The improvement on the real estate is a shed.
(D) The real estate may not be inspected prior to the sale.
(E) The time and place of the sale are as follows:
The Ogle County Sheriffs Office, 202 S. First Street, Oregon, Illi-
nois 61061, at 10:00 a.m. on September 22, 2023.
(F) The terms of the sale are ten percent (10%) down at the time 
of the sale, payable in certified funds, and the full balance within 
seven (7) days. 
(G) The case title, case number, and the Court in which the fore-
closure was filed are specified above.
(H) No other information is required to be disclosed.
KEITH BECKINGHAM, Plaintiff
By EHRMANN GEHLBACH BADGER & CONSIDINE, LLC 
By Courtney E. Kennedy
Comtney E. Kennedy (6322625)
Ehrmaim Gehlbach Badger &  Considine, LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
114 E. Everett Street,  Suite 300
Dixon, IL 61021
(815) 288-4949
(815) 288-3068  (FAX)
kennedy @egbclaw.com 
No. 0804
(Aug. 7, 14 and 21, 2023)

POLO — On July 11 at 
12:46 a.m. Atley J. Dunn, 
33, Polo, was arrested for 
an outstanding Lee County 
warrant.  Dunn was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail. 

On July 12 at 8:24 a.m. 
John R. Powell, 61, Polo, 
was issued a city ordinance 
violation for failure to reg-
ister to obtain a permit for 
operating his UTV.

On July 13 at 11:23 p.m. 
Victoria A.M. Haag, 31, 
Dixon, was cited for op-
erating an uninsured motor 
vehicle.  Haag was released 
on a notice to appear.

On July 17 at 5:29 p.m. 
Spencer G. Doeden, 18, 
Polo, was cited for un-
lawful use of a cell phone 
while driving. Doeden was 

released on an I-Bond.
On July 17 at 10:02 

p.m. Charles A. Albert, Jr., 
54, of Gainesville, Florida 
was cited for operating 
an uninsured motor vehi-
cle. Albert was released on 
a notice to appear.

On July 19 at 2:17 a.m. 
Kellie E. White, 39, Forres-
ton, was cited for operating 
an uninsured motor vehi-
cle. White was released on 
a notice to Aapear.

On July 23 at 9 a.m.  
Shannon M. Ellis, 42, Polo, 
was issued a city ordinance 
for dog running at large.

General calls for service 
for the weeks of July 10-
23: Citizen complaints/
assists: 29. Animal com-
plaints: two. City ordi-
nance: four. Disturbance/

domestic: two. Fire/medi-
cal assist: four. Alarm/open 
door: one. Lock out: one. 
Traffic stops: 72. County 
assist: one.

On July 29 at 9:30 p.m. 
Brian Arriola, 33, Polo, 
was cited for driving with 
a suspended registration. 
Arriola was released on 
an I-Bond.

On July 30 at 6:54 p.m. 
Danielle D. Karrow, 43, 
Polo, was cited for operat-
ing a motor vehicle with an 
expired registration and a 
written notice for unlawful 
use of a cell phone while 
driving. Karrow was re-
leased on an I-Bond.

On July 31 at 11:21 p.m.  
Joshua R. Shank, 37, Polo, 
was cited for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle 

and a written notice for 
no valid registration and 
no plate light. Shank was 
released on a notice to 
Comply.

On Aug. 1 at 9:29 p.m. 
Christopher A. Prusia, 
35, Polo, was cited for 
operating an uninsured 
vehicle and a written notice 
for driving with one head-
light. Prussia was released 
with a notice to appear.

On Aug. 1 at 10:20 p.m. 
Katherine A. Wibben, 38, 
Mt. Carroll was cited for 
no valid proof of insurance 
and no valid registration 
and a written notice for 
driving with no taillight. 
Wibben was released with 
a notice to appear.

On Aug. 1 at 11:38 p.m. 
Benjamin Jesse Boyd Cul-

Polo Police Department Report: July 11-Aug. 6, 2023
bertson, 37, Polo, was cited 
for operating an uninsured 
vehicle and a written notice 
for driving with an expired 
registration. Culbertson 
was released with a notice 
to appear.

On Aug. 3 at 8:29 p.m. 
Kenneth R. Lantz, 52, 
Mt. Morris, was cited for 
driving with a suspended 
registration. Lantz was 
released on an I-Bond.

On Aug. 4 at 10:13 
p.m. David A. Williams, 
53, Polo, was cited for 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Williams 
was released on an I-Bond.

On Aug. 5 at 6:13 p.m. 
a 16-year-old juvenile of 
Rock Falls was cited for 
driving over the one-pas-
senger limit. Geske was 

released on an I-Bond.
On Aug. 6 at 12:55 

a.m. Daniel A. Stone, 42, 
Freeport, was arrested for 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol, a citation for op-
erating an uninsured motor 
vehicle and a citation for no 
registration lights. Stone 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail.

General calls for service 
for the weeks of July 24 
through Aug. 6 -  Citizen 
complaints/assists: 25. Ju-
venile: two. Animal com-
plaints: four. Disturbance/
domestics: four. Fire/med-
ical Assists: nine. Alarm/
open door: one. Lock out: 
one. 911 hang ups: two. 
Traffic stops: 60. County 
assists: three. Driving un-
der the influence: one.

MT. MORRIS — On 
July 10 at approximately 
2:40 a.m. Mt. Morris Police 
conducted at traffic stop 
in which the driver, Caleb 
M. Zellers, 21, Mt. Morris, 
was issued a citation for op-
erating an uninsured motor 
vehicle. Zellers was given 
an I-Bond.  This occurred 
in the 500 block of East 
Brayton Road.

On July 10 at approx-
imately 9:25 a.m. Mt. 
Morris Police responded 
to the 100 block of South 
Wesley Avenue for the re-
port of a disturbance. After 
an investigation, Michael 
J. Malinowski, 25, Mt. 
Morris, was arrested and 
charged with battery. Ma-
linowski was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where 

he was held in lieu of bond.
On July 14 at approx-

imately 10:20 a.m. Mt 
Morris Police responded 
to Dollar General for the 
report of a disturbance. 
After an investigation, 
George A. Landowski, 50, 
Mt. Morris, was arrested 
and charged with criminal 
damage to property. Land-
owski was transported to 

the Ogle County Jail where 
he was held in lieu of bond.

On July 16 Mt. Morris 
Police were sent to the 
400 block of East Illinois 
Route 64 for the report of 
a disturbance. After an in-
vestigation, Taylor A Haas, 
18, Mt. Morris, was issued 
an ordinance citation for 
battery. Haas was released 
on scene.

On July 18 at approx-
imately 8:30 a.m. Mt. 
Morris Police were sent 
to Sullivan’s Foods for 
the report of a shop lifter. 
After an investigation, 
it was determined that a 
juvenile, 13, Mt. Morris, 
had committed the offense 
of retail theft. A report was 
forwarded to the Ogle 
County Juvenile/Probation 

Department for referral.  
The juvenile was released 
to a guardian.

On July 20 Mt Morris 
Police responded to the 10 
block of East Front Street 
and located garbage accu-
mulating in the area. Rich-
ard Haan, 80, Mt. Morris, 
was issued an ordinance 
citation for accumulation 
of trash/rubbish.

Mt. Morris Police Department Report: July 10-July 20, 2023

MT. MORRIS — Pre-
mier Creedence Clearwater 
Revival tribute band, For-
tunate Sons return to the 
Mt. Morris band shell on 
Aug. 18 at 7 p.m. to take us 
on a nostalgic ride back in 
time to the heyday of CCR. 
Based in Chicago, The For-
tunate Sons tour nationally 
and internationally to keep 
the tradition of CCR’s 
timeless music alive. Us-
ing original vintage gear 
and instruments, accurate 
costumes and spot-on mu-
sical ability, The Fortu-
nate Sons instantly conjures 
up the full experience 
of seeing Creedence in 
their prime. Anyone for-
tunate enough to see them 
perform here the last two 

years will heartily agree 
that this truly is a “do not 
miss” concert! 

Ralfie’s BBQ will be 
serving their signature 
pork kabobs, pork chop 
sandwiches, pulled pork 
sandwiches, pulled pork 
nachos, pop and chips. 
Grandpa’s ice cream and 
Bill’s Famous Lemonade 
will also be here, all starting 
at 6 p.m. 

Ewe and Me Acres will 
have a fresh produce stand 
with a variety of fruits, 
vegetables, baked goods, 
jams, jellies and dog treats 
on the campus too, from 
4:30-8:30 p.m.

The campus will be ex-
tra festive that evening as 
the Eighth Annual National 

Straw Sculpting Competi-
tion continues, with four 
new sculptures and many 
winners from the past on 
display all around the south 
end of the campus until the 
end of August. 

Please bring a blanket 
or chair, or enjoy the new 
benches and join the fun 
on our beautiful, historic 
campus in the center of Mt. 
Morris, two blocks south 
of Illinois Route 64 on 
Wesley Avenue and enjoy 
the free classic rock and 
roll concert. 

In the event of rain, 
the whole show moves to 
the old Mt. Morris High 
School, located at 105 W. 
Brayton Road at the same 
times.

Aug. 19
Encore! Mt. Morris 

is pleased to announce 
the debut performance of 
Western swing band Swing-
billy RFD on our band shell 
stage, playing a two-hour 
free concert on Saturday, 
Aug. 19, starting at 7 p.m. 

Swingbilly RFD is a 
Rockford-based group that 
plays traditional honky-
tonk and Western swing 
music as it was performed 
in its golden age of the 
40s through the 60s. The 
group is comprised of 
some of the area’s most 
accomplished musicians, 
and the instrumentation is 
the same as it was back in 
the day…vocals, upright 
bass, acoustic guitar, steel 

guitar, fiddle and drums. 
Playing music from Hank 
Sr. to Bob Wills to Loretta 
Lynn to Patsy Cline, this 
group is sure to please. 
Their music spans genera-
tions and is guaranteed to 
get your toes a-tappin’ and 
your face a-smilin’!

Their specialty is play-
ing songs about lovin’, 
cheatin’, heartache and 
drinkin’ and sometimes 
trains.

Blaz’n Magic BBQ 
serves burgers, polish, 
BBQ and jerk turkey tips, 
BBQ rib tips, many sides 
and drinks. Grandpa’s ice 
cream and Bill’s Famous 
Lemonade will be here also, 
all starting at 6 p.m. 

The campus will be extra 

festive that evening as the 
Eighth Annual National 
Straw Sculpting Compe-
tition continues, with four 
new sculptures and many 
winners from the past on 
display all around the south 
end of the Campus until the 
end of August. 

Please bring a blanket 
or chair, or enjoy the new 
benches and join the fun 
on our beautiful, historic 
campus in the center of Mt. 
Morris, two blocks south of 
Illinois Route 64 on Wesley 
Avenue and enjoy the free 
western swing concert. In 
the event of rain, the whole 
show moves to the old Mt. 
Morris High School, locat-
ed at 105 W. Brayton Road 
at the same times.

Two bands performing at Mt. Morris Band Shell
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WE BUY GUNS

RAT WORX

WE BUY GUNS
RAT WORX

Research and Testing 
Worx Inc.

112 East Hitt St., Mt. 
Morris, IL

815-734-7346
guns@ratworxusa.com | www.ratworxUSA.com

WE BUY GUNS

RAT WORX

BYRON — Do you play 
a band instrument? Perhaps 
you’ve just finished playing 
with a group this summer 
and would like to continue 
this fall. Or, maybe you 
used to play in high school 
or college and then you 
put your instrument aside, 

thinking that maybe you’d 
pick it up again in a few 
years. Another possibility is 
that you’re playing in your 
high school band and would 
like to play with some more 
seasoned musicians. There 
is a band for you, right here 
in Byron! 

The Byron Civic Band, 
directed by Mark Rose, will 
resume weekly rehearsals 
7-9 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
6 in the Byron Middle 
School band room. The fall 
concert is scheduled for 3 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 5.  

Our band plays inter-

mediate-level concert band 
literature, and we are look-
ing for players of all band 
instruments. We have a 
nice mix of adult players in 
their 20s to 80s along with 
a sprinkling of younger 
musicians, and we invite 
current and former band 

musicians living within 
about 25 miles or so of 
Byron to consider joining 
us. If it has been a few years 
(or decades) since you’ve 
played, you may find that 
this band will provide an 
ideal opportunity to again 
play that band instrument 

you once loved to play. 
You will not be asked to 
audition.

If you are interested in 
joining this band, please 
call or text Ron Kroeger at 
(847) 219-9393 or email 
him at ronkroeger@gmail.
com.

Byron Civic Band to resume weekly rehearsals on Wednesday, Sept. 6

MT. MORRIS — The 
Eighth Annual US National 
Straw Sculpting Competi-
tion opened with four new 
sculptures Friday, Aug. 11 
on the Mt. Morris Campus. 
New “Fine Art in Straw” 
sculptures from Doreen 
White, Chris & Cecilia 
Mann, Steve Lentz and 
Danica & Mark Rogers 
are on display along with 
sculptures from previous 
years for all to enjoy each 
day through Aug. 27.

This weekend incudes 
live evening music on the 
historic band shell stage. 
Friday, Aug. 18 the Mt. 
Morris Jamboree features 
“Fortunate Sons”, (CCR 
Tribute), and Saturday, 
Aug. 19 Encore! is spon-
soring “Swingbilly RFD” 
(Western swing) on the 

band shell. Food trucks, 
ice cream and refreshments 
will be available. All start-
ing at 6 p.m., concert at 7 
p.m.

Sixteen artists are fea-
tured for the month of 
August in the Encore! Old 
Sandstone Gallery juried 
fine art show. The gallery, 
on the Mt. Morris campus, 
will be open on Friday and 
Saturday evenings from 
6:30-9 p.m., and during 
special straw events during 
the month of August.  Mark 
your calendar for StrawFest 
weekend opening Friday, 
Aug. 25, listen and sing 
along to Chicago Tribute 
Anthology mMusic from 
the band Chicago and more) 
7-9 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 26 
will include: Food trucks, 
crafter’s market, black-

smith demos, Rustic Ridge 
– Ax Throwing, round 
straw bale races in the street, 
straw sculpting awards, Art 
on Fire awards and more. 
A great band, new to our 
band shell stage, “Truman’s 
Ridge” (bluegrass) wraps 
up the evening from 7-9 
p.m.  There will be pop-up 
live music on the Straw 
Jam stage, next to the straw 
sculptures, intermittently 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Visit StrawUSA.com for 
the latest schedule and 
follow Encore Mt. Morris 
on Facebook for additional 
information. All events are 
free and open to the public. 

ENCORE! Mt. Morris is 
a cultural initiative of Mt. 
Morris Economic Devel-
opment Corp. Learn more 
at EncoreMtMorris.com.

Encore! US National Straw Sculpting Competition began Aug. 11

The Eighth Annual US National Straw Sculpting Competition opened with four 
new sculptures Friday, Aug. 11 on the Mt. Morris Campus.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Aug. 18: The United 
Church of Byron will be 
having their next Outdoor 
Family Movie Night on 
Friday, Aug. 18!  As always, 
movies are free and open 
to the community! We will 
be showing “Space Jam”, a 
1996 American live-action/
animated sports comedy 
film. The film stars bas-
ketball player Michael Jor-
dan as a fictional version 
of himself; the live-action 
cast also includes Wayne 
Knight and Theresa 
Randle, as well as cam-
eos by Bill Murray and 
several NBA players. The 
film follows Jordan as he 
is brought out of retirement 
by the Looney Tunes char-
acters to help them win a 

basketball match against 
invading aliens intent on 
enslaving them as amuse-
ment park attractions.

We’re also having a 
costume contest that night. 
Anyone that comes dressed 
in a costume will be entered 
into a drawing for a prize. 
We’ll again be offering 
snacks that will be available 
for a freewill donation. 
You are also welcome to 
bring your own snacks. 
The movie will begin at 
dusk, and if weather does 
not permit being outside, 
we will move it inside the 
fellowship hall and it will 
begin at 8 p.m. Please visit 
our Facebook page or our 
website www.unitedchur-
chofbyron.org for more 

information and upcoming 
movie dates.  We hope you 
can join us!

Aug. 19: Come and join 
us at Byron’s Hairy Cow 
Farmers Market on Satur-
day, Aug. 19 from 8 a.m. to 
noon! Featuring seasonal 
produce, baked goods, pe-
rennials, honey and a large 
variety of crafts. We have 
more vendors than ever 
before this season. We look 
forward to seeing everyone! 
For more information or to 
become a vendor, please 
contact Taryn Bradley 
at (815) 985-6042, by 
email at craftlab23@gmail.
com or at the Byron’s Hairy 
Cow Farmers Facebook 
page

Aug. 21: For our pro-

gram for Monday, Aug. 
21 at 7 p.m. at Country 
Crossroads Quilt Guild, we 
welcome the return of local 
artist Karen Hilliard. She 
is well known in our area 
for offering fun painting 
classes featuring various 
seasonal or home décor 
items. Her evening program 
will feature a trunk show of 
many of her creations. For 
members Karen will pres-
ent an all-day workshop 
creating painted garden 
posts.

Guild meetings are held 
at the Forreston Grove 
Church, 7246 Freeport 
Road; Forreston, on the 
third Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m., with am-
ple time to meet and greet 

members before the meet-
ing. Visitors are welcome; 
for visitors there is a fee of 
$5 at the door. For more 
information call Program 
Committee Chairs Dawn 
Vehmeier 815-291-4592 or 
Ann Tully 815-238-2218, 
or Guild President Shelly 
Holverson 815-297-2381.

Sept. 9: A pork chop din-
ner by Double OO, raffles 
and a live auction will take 
place on Saturday, Sept. 9 
at Monroe Center Commu-
nity Church. Tickets must 
be purchased prior to Sept. 
1:  $15 each. Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m. Dinner is at 
6:30 p.m. The live auction 
with Todd Wills starts at 
7:30 p.m. For tickets or 
more information: Contact 

Nancy at 815-985-4880 or 
Judy at 815-222-1906. All 
proceeds will benefit six 
missionaries.

Sept. 16: The Leaf River 
Lions will be having a Drive 
Thru Brat and Beef Hot 
Dog Sandwich lunch on 
Saturday, Sept. 16 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  Serving will 
be in the old fire station next 
to the Bertolet Memorial 
building at 103 W. Second 
St. The lunch will consist of 
your choice of either a brat 
or beef hot dog sandwich 
with chips, applesauce, 
cookie and a drink. Cost 
of the meal is $5, and pro-
ceeds will go toward Lions 
projects. Enjoy a delicious 
sandwich and support your 
local Lions Club.

OREGON — For 25 
years the Village of Prog-
ress Foundation has pre-
sented educational schol-
arships to folks in Ogle 
County. Applicants must be 
a resident of Ogle County 
and a high school senior or 
full-time college student 
who either has a disability 
or is majoring in an area 
that serves those with dis-
abilities. 

One of the scholarships, 
in the amount of $1,000 is 
made through the gener-
osity of the Pete & Wanda 
Cacciatore Family. The 

Cacciatores have been 
long-time supporters of the 
Village of Progress.

Wanda was a member 
of the Village of Progress 
Board of Directors for 10 
years beginning in 1988 
and has served on the foun-
dation’s board for over 26 
years. Her husband, Pete 
was also an enthusiastic 
supporter of the village. 
Pete passed away in the fall 
of 2014, leaving behind a 
legacy of commitment to 
the village and its mission.

This year a scholarship 
through the Cacciatore fam-

ily was given to Amanda 
Tauch. Amanda is a junior 
at Illinois State University. 
She is pursuing a degree in 
music therapy. 

Amanda lives in Oregon. 
She has volunteered time to 
ride bikes at the Village of 
Progress during the sum-
mer months and observe 
some of our music therapy 
sessions.  

Amanda is described 
as “a person who models 
kindness, compassion, a 
genuine desire to see in-
dividuals with disabilities 
achieve their full potential.”

Oregon’s Tauch awarded VOP 
Cacciatore family scholarship

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Amanda Tauch, Oregon, with Wanda Cacciatore, board member, Village of 
Progress Foundation, receiving a check for $1,000 from the Village of Progress 
Foundation in honor of the Pete and Wanda Cacciatore family.

OREGON  — For 
25 years the Village of 
Progress Foundation has 
presented educational 
scholarships to folks in 
Ogle County. Applicants 
must be a resident of Ogle 
County and a high school 
senior or full-time college 
student who either has a 
disability or is majoring 
in an area that serves those 
with disabilities.

One of the scholarships, 
in the amount of $1,000 is 
made through a gift from 
Larry Young & Friends 
Charities. Larry Young & 
Friends Charities partner 
with the Foundation to 
help make its annual golf 
outing a success. Larry 
Young also serves on the 
foundation’s board of 
directors.

This year a scholarship 
through the Larry Young 
& Friends Charity was 
given to Gracie Prose.

Gracie is a senior hold-
ing a 3.96 GPA at Oregon 
High School. Gracie will 
be pursuing a degree in 
communication. 

Gracie wrote that she 
has a deep passion for 
helping others as well 
as a keen eye for detail 
and emotional shifts. She 
wrote that she truly tries 
to use every opportunity 
available to impact the 
lives of others.

Gracie’s reference 
commended her for the 
countless volunteer hours 
that she donated to the Vil-
lage of Progress; her work 
as an aide with OCEC stu-
dents at her high school; 

Oregon’s Prose awarded VOP scholarship 
through Larry Young & Friends Charity

and her ability to form 
immediate connections 
with people.

To learn more about 

scholarships opportunities 
visit the news and events 
section at www.villageof-
progress.org.

Gracie Prose, Oregon High School senior with Larry 
Young, board member of The Village of Progress 
Foundation, receiving a check for $1,000 from the 
Village of Progress Foundation made possible by 
Larry Young & Friends Charity.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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VIEWPOINT
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

MOMENTS IN 
TIME

LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publication, but the use of any 
material is at the discretion of management. All letters must be signed or they 

will not be considered for publication. During election times, no letters written 
by the candidates endorsing themselves will be considered for publication. Ed-
iting may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm 

or personal attacks. Criticism of individuals or organizations that is not broached 
tactfully will jeopardize the publication of a letter. Letters will be published in 
the order that they are received, unless there is a time factor involved, space 

permitting.

THIS summer 
growing season 
has brought a 

whirlwind of challenges 
for Illinois farmers, from 
severe drought to a dev-
astating derecho and flash 
flooding. When it comes 
to how farmers are faring 
under such conditions, my 
friend and colleague said 
it the best: “It depends on 
what cloud you’re under.”

Every farmer’s situ-
ation is different. How 
drought affects profit-
ability and yield depends 
on numerous variables, 
including crop variety 
and location, making it 
difficult to generalize how 
farmers will end up after 
this rollercoaster ride of 
weather patterns. 

In a single county one 
farmer’s field of corn 
or soybeans might look 
completely different from 
another’s 5 miles down 
the road.

Illinois closed July with 
some of the warmest tem-
peratures so far this year 
with drought conditions 
spottily disrupted by pop-
up thunderstorms across 
the state. While some 
areas were lucky enough 
to see rain, we’re not out 

of the woods yet. To quote 
the Illinois State Climatol-
ogist office, “drought is a 
complex physical and so-
cial phenomenon, usually 
with no clear beginning 
or end.”

At the end of the day, 
farmers want to produce 
a good crop. Drought and 
unpredictable weather are 
discouraging for farmers 
planning for a bountiful 
harvest, but we are still 
a long way from the bin. 
We are hopeful for good, 
timely rains in the coming 
weeks.

While we wait for the 
upcoming harvest, now 
is a good time to remind 
consumers to take full 
advantage of their local 
farmers markets. Illinois 
ranks second in the nation 
for the number of farm-
ers markets, which offer 
fresh, locally produced 
vegetables, meat and other 
food products at afford-
able prices.

Sweet corn, a sum-
mertime favorite, is now 
available so be sure to grab 
a few ears to grill on your 
next farmers market visit.

It’s hard to believe the 
dog days of summer are 
nearly over. I am eagerly 

looking forward to an-
other lively Illinois State 
Fair. Some of my favorite 
memories are the years I 
spent showing dairy cattle 
owned by family friends. 
Now as a spectator, I am 
energized watching the 
youth exhibitors take to 
the ring during the Master 
Showmanship competi-
tion, which Illinois Farm 
Bureau proudly sponsors.

Ag Day at the Illinois 
State Fair is an annual 
event celebrating all that 
Illinois agriculture has 
to offer. This year’s cel-
ebration will take place 
on Aug. 11 and is a great 
opportunity for Illinois-
ans to connect with ag-
riculture at every level, 
whether it’s stopping by 
the commodity pavilion 
for a pork chop sandwich 
or grabbing a refreshing 
cup of frozen apple cider 
and other fresh produce 
from the Illinois Specialty 
Growers tent.

Amid the excitement 
of fair activities, however, 
Ag Day is also an oppor-
tunity for farm leaders 
to work collaboratively 
on agricultural issues. 
Such conversations are 
increasingly important 

as lawmakers hammer 
out the details of the next 
Farm Bill, which extends 
beyond the farm by pro-
tecting our nation’s food 
supply, access to nutrition 
and advancing conserva-
tion efforts.

Later this August hun-
dreds of farmers and agri-
businesses from across 
the globe will travel to 
Decatur for the 70th an-
nual Farm Progress Show. 
This event will showcase 
the latest agricultural in-
novations and emerging 
technologies.

There is no better way 
to end a busy summer 
than celebrating Illinois 
agriculture, whether it is 
at the State Fair or Farm 
Progress Show. I encour-
age everyone to take a day 
or two to spend at the fair 
and learn more about how 
Illinois agriculture touch-
es their everyday life.  

Richard Guebert Jr. is 
the president of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau. This op-ed 
was distributed through 
a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bu-
reau and the Illinois Press 
Association. For more 
food and farming news, 
visit FarmWeekNow.com.

WITH Con-
gress out on 
its August 

Recess it would be a good 
opportunity to find time to 
visit with your Congress-
man or Congresswoman to 
advocate for a new Farm 
Bill. Of all the things that 
are critical to agriculture’s 
survival, this ranks at the 
top of the list.

Managing risk on the 
farm is critical to keeping 
food on our tables. We all 
depend on the success of 
American agriculture, so 
it’s important for Amer-
ica’s farmers to be sup-
ported by strong farm 
programs as they face 
weather disasters, high 
supply costs and inflation-
ary pressures.

America’s public in-
vestment in agriculture 
through farm bill pro-
grams helps secure our 
food supply and keep 
our country strong with 
sustainable food, fiber and 
renewable fuel.

The farm bill impact 
extends beyond the farm 
by protecting our nation’s 
food supply, providing 
access to nutrition for 
families facing hunger, 
advancing conservation 
efforts and spurring inno-
vation through agricultur-
al research.

Illinois Farm Bureau 
priorities:

Illinois Farm Bureau 
members believe the farm 
bill must be WTO-com-
pliant, provide price and 
revenue protection for 
farmers, and link nutrition 
and commodity programs.

Maintaining the current 
crop insurance program 
remains IFB’s top priority 
in the upcoming farm bill 
debate.

Farm Bureau supports 

maintaining both SNAP 
and TEFAP (The Emer-
gency Food Assistance 
Program) in the farm bill 
in their current form.

In 2013, USDA calcu-
lated that roughly eight 
cents of every dollar spent 
on food purchases (includ-
ing purchases made by 
SNAP recipients) returns 
to the farmgate.

Why does the Farm Bill 
matter for everyone?

Food security: Ameri-
ca’s public investment in 
agriculture through farm 
bill programs helps secure 
our domestic food supply 
and keep our country 
strong while consum-
ers get the benefits of 
high-quality, affordable 
food.

Jobs: The food and 
agriculture industry sup-
ports nearly 21.5 million 
U.S. jobs (that’s more 
than 14 percent of U.S. 
employment) and contrib-
utes more than $1 trillion 
to U.S. gross domestic 
product.

The food and agricul-
ture sector is critical to 
our economy, making up 
roughly one-fifth of U.S. 
economic activity, directly 
supporting nearly 23 mil-
lion jobs — 15 percent of 
total U.S. employment. 
When looking across the 
entire food and agriculture 
supply chain, agriculture’s 
impact is even more strik-
ing, supporting more than 
46 million jobs.

The vibrancy of our 
rural communities relies 
on farm bill programs 
that support rural in-
frastructure and other 
investments, including 
broadband, a “must have” 
to ensure career opportu-
nities as well as access 
to quality education and 

health care.
Conservation: The farm 

bill’s investment in ag re-
search and conservation 
programs are critical to 
ensuring the productivity 
and sustainability in our 
farms and domestic food 
supply.

Farm bill conserva-
tion programs recognize 
farmers as partners in 
sustainability and provide 
resources to help them 
care for environmentally 
sensitive land and employ 
climate-smart practices in 
their fields to help preserve 
wildlife habitat, soil and 
water.

Through the farm bill, 
farmers have voluntarily 
enrolled 140 million acres 
in conservation programs 
— that’s equal to the size 
of California and New 
York combined.

The farm bill’s in-
vestment in agricultural 
research and conservation 
programs is critical to 
reaching sustainability 
goals as we work to feed a 
growing population using 
fewer resources.

Thanks to advances in 
climate-smart farming, 
farmers are producing 
more with fewer resourc-
es. To put this in perspec-
tive, it would have taken 
100 million more acres 
40 years ago to produce 
the same amount of food, 
feed, fiber and fuel we are 
growing today.

Risk Management: We 
all depend on the success 
of American agriculture so 
it’s important for Ameri-
ca’s farmers and ranchers 
to be supported by strong 
farm programs as they face 
down weather disasters, 
high supply costs and 
inflationary pressures. 
Managing risk is critical 

to keep food on our tables.
Farmers and ranchers 

are proud to grow and 
raise the safe, sustainable 
food, fiber and fuel we all 
rely on, and the farm bill 
gives them the tools they 
need to keep our farms and 
food supply secure in all 
seasons.

We buy insurance to 
prepare for tough times, 
and similarly, crop in-
surance through the farm 
bill provides an important 
tool to help farmers and 
ranchers weather storms 
beyond their control.

In light of global events, 
supply chain challenges 
and inflation, it is critical 
that the U.S. make it a top 
priority to protect our food 
supply for the well-being 
and security of our nation.

Addressing Hunger: 
The farm bill includes 
nutrition programs in-
tended to ensure the most 
vulnerable among us have 
access to healthy, afford-
able food.

This is more accurate-
ly a food and farm bill, 
as funding provides a 
comprehensive package 
of programs for farmers, 
as well as access to safe 
and nutritious food for 
families in need.

America’s farmers and 
ranchers are proud to 
grow the food that helps 
supply more than four 
billion meals annually 
through the farm bill’s 
nutrition programs, which 
ensure the most vulnerable 
among us have access to 
healthy, affordable food.

“You can make a small 
fortune in farming – pro-
vided you start with a large 
one.” -Anonymous

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

DEAR editor,
On behalf 

of Sinnissippi 
Centers, I would like to 
thank all our sponsors, 
golfers, Sinnissippi staff 
and board members, the 
staff and management of 
Deer Valley Golf Club and 
Deer Valley Banquets, and 
others who made the 31st 
Annual Sinnissippi Cen-
ters’ Golf Open a success! 

It’s a long list of indi-
viduals and organizations 
who played a part that we 
can’t list in its entirety 
here, and it shows how no 
one can ever achieve such 
success alone but can do 
much with the help of their 
community members. 

While we can’t mention 
them all, we would like to 

put the spotlight on a few 
of the organizations and 
individuals who played a 
part in the golf open: Ken 
Nelson Auto Group, Sauk 
Valley Bank, Boss Carpet 
one Floor & Home, CGH 
Medical Center, Arthur 
J. Gallagher & Co., Ge-
noa Healthcare, Pinney 
Printing, Larry & Ann 
Prindaville, Sauk Valley 
Community College and 
Jim Grot, and Sterling 
Federal Bank. 

Thanks to everyone 
who came and helped 
us raise funds to support 
veteran services at Sinnis-
sippi Centers. 

Andrew Jackson, 
marketing coordinator, 
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Drought poses challenges for farmers

Advocate for a new farm bill

Letter: Golf 
outing a success 
thanks to many

* On Aug. 28, 1789, 
William Herschel, court 
astronomer under En-
gland’s King George III, 
discovered Enceladus, 
one of Saturn’s innermost 
moons, while using his 
new 40-foot telescope for 
the first time. Enceladus 
reflects almost 100% of 
the sunlight that strikes 
it and has at least five 
different types of terrain. 

* On Aug. 29, 1998, a 
strike by 6,200 Northwest 
Airlines pilots seeking a 
15% pay raise left 70,000 
frustrated passengers high 
and dry around the U.S. 
The pilots had been in 
contract negotiations for 
more than two years, and 
an agreement was finally 
reached on Sept. 10 after 
the strike had cost the 
airline $26 million per day. 

* On Aug. 30, 1951, 
Sgt. John R. Rice, a deco-
rated World War II veteran 
and part-Native American 
soldier killed in the Kore-
an War, was refused burial 
in Sioux City, Iowa’s 
Memorial Park Cemetery 
on the grounds of his eth-
nicity. After hearing the 
news at a press conference, 
President Harry Truman 
authorized a telegram to 
Rice’s widow, Evelyn, 
offering her a plot in 
Arlington National Cem-
etery, which she accepted.

* On Aug. 31, 1888, 
43-year-old Mary Ann 
“Polly” Nichols, a prosti-
tute from London’s East 

End and married but sep-
arated mother of five, was 
found brutally murdered 
near Whitechapel Road, 
becoming the first known 
victim of serial killer Jack 
the Ripper.

* On Sept. 1, 2013, 
new internet restrictions 
imposed by the Vietnam-
ese government prohib-
ited the country’s users 
from discussing current 
affairs, with social media 
and other sites, including 
blogs, limited to sharing 
personal information but 
not news stories. The law 
was criticized by both 
internet companies and a 
number of human rights 
groups.

* On Sept. 2, 1969, 
the original “Star Trek” 
TV series aired its final 
episode after running for 
just three years. While it 
never rose higher than No. 
52 in the ratings, it remains 
a beloved cult classic, 
eventually generating 
movies and other series.

* On Sept. 3, 1908, 
J.M. Barrie’s play “What 
Every Woman Knows” 
debuted at London’s Duke 
of York’s Theatre. Writ-
ten prior to the women’s 
suffrage movement, the 
show’s theme suggest-
ed that “every woman 
knows” she’s really the 
invisible power behind 
the success of the men in 
her life.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc. 

An Advertising 
Proverb

When Mark Twain was 
editing a newspaper in 

Missouri, one of his 
subscribers wrote in, saying 
that he had found a spider in 
his newspaper and wondered 
whether it was a sign of good 

or bad luck. Twainʼs 
response: ʻʻFinding a spider 
is neither good luck nor bad. 
The spider was merely 

looking over our newspaper 
to see which merchant was 
not advertising, so that he 
could go to that store, spin 

his web across the door, and 
lead a life of undisturbed 
peace ever afterward.ʼʼ
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dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

115 S. 4th Street, Oregon

$189,000 dickersonnieman.com/202303887
LOOKING FOR COMMERCIAL PROPERTY IN OREGON? Quality 
well maintained commercial building currently set up for office 
use. Located in downtown Oregon’s Commercial District on highly 
traveled IL Route 2. 1,980 SF with front & back entrances. Current co-
tennant would like to stay. LL set up for additional office or storage

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

607 Jefferson Street, Oregon

$398,900 dickersonnieman.com/202304015
SPECTACULAR HISTORIC 1890’S HOME! Totally renewed by Max 
Newcomer in 1992-1993. This 2/3 bed, 2.5 bath home has a wrap 
around porch, all original woodwork & 3 sets of pocket doors. ML 
boasts formal dining, living room, fully equipped kitchen, parlor, & 
full bath. UL features laundry, master suite w/full bath, 2nd bed & 
sitting room. 26’ x 36’ detached heated garage w/full loft. MUST SEE!

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

NEW PRICE!

401 S. 3rd Street, Oregon

$259,900 dickersonnieman.com/202303881
BEAUTIFULLY RESTORED HISTORIC 2-STORY! Edwardian Style 
Home features 3,482 SQFT of living space, 12 grand rooms including 
5 Beds and 2 Baths. Updated & refreshed throughout home. Grand 
Entry, 2 Beautiful Sun Rooms, Large eat-in Gourmet Kitchen, Formal 
LR, Formal DR, FR/Library. PLUS SO MUCH MORE! MUST SEE!

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Paynes Point recently donated $1,000 to HOPE of Ogle County from the 
proceeds of their annual Pancake & Sausage Supper. Pictured from left to right are Marvin Schabacker, Ivan 

Maas, Pastor Andrew Kayes and HOPE Executive Director Ruth Carter.

Emmanuel Lutheran Church donates to HOPE

OGLE COUNTY — 
Are you ready to take your 
love of gardening to the 
next level? University of 
Illinois Extension Master 
Gardeners will be offering 
a self-paced online training 
course this fall starting on 
Monday, Oct. 2. Whether 
you want to better your 
gardening knowledge or be-
come an Illinois Extension 
Master Gardener volunteer, 
this training is for you. The 
course is open to the public.

The course will offer 
in-depth horticulture con-
tent including soils and 
fertilizers, plant disease, 
entomology, pest manage-
ment, organic gardening 
and more. This course can 
be completed in 14 weeks 
and includes training vid-
eos, a manual, reading 
materials and quizzes. A 
strong internet connection 
is recommended. 

After training is com-
pleted, participants may 
apply to become an Illinois 
Extension Master Gardener 
volunteer. These volunteers 

participate in community 
education programs which 
may include speaking at 
garden clubs, civic groups, 
or schools; answering calls 
or emails at the garden help 
desks; establishing demon-
stration gardens that serve 
as educational tools; and 
educating citizens on how 
to establish community 
gardens.

The course is costs $300 
and registration is open 
through Monday, Sept. 
11. For more information, 
contact Illinois Extension 
Program Coordinator in 
your county. Please call or 
email Cindy Jankiewicz at 
815-732-2191, cjankie@
illinois.edu in Ogle Coun-
ty; Judy Hodge at 815-
544-3710, hodg@illinois.
edu in Boone County; or 
Connie Handel at 815-758-
8194, cahandel@illinois.
edu in DeKalb County. 

If you need a reasonable 
accommodation to partici-
pate in this program, please 
contact your local county 
Extension office.

Extension Master Gardener 
online training offered

July 2023 From The 
Heart Calendar Winners

July 1 - Heather James, 
Stillman Valley, $25

July 2 - Calvin Jacobs, 
Rochelle, $50

July 3 - Barbara Halvor-
son, Rochelle, $25

July 4 - From the Heart 
Event Auction, $1,000

July 5 - Calvin Jacobs, 

Rochelle, $25
July 6 - Ashley Ander-

son, Mt. Morris, $25
July 7 - Tami Rhea, 

Esmond, $25
July 8 - RACF, $25
July 9 - Aaron Samp, 

Palos Heights, $50
July 10 - Kevin Koch, 

Bozeman, Montana, $25
July 11 - HOPE of Ogle 

County, $25
July 12 - Will Reis, 

Worthington, Ohio, $25
July 13 - Dorothy Lock-

ard, Creston, $25
July 14 - Zekelman 

Employee, $25
July 15 - Zekelman 

Employee, $25
July 16 - The Kitchen 

Table, Rochelle, $50

July 17 - Rayanne 
Hibshman, Rochelle, $25

July 18 - Melissa Dra-
fall, Monroe Center, $25

July 19 - From the 
Heart, Rochelle, $25

July 20 - Jessica Muel-
ler, Rochelle, $25

July 21 - Kathy Pfeiffer, 
Rochelle, $25

July 22 - The Kitchen 

Table, Rochelle, $25
July 23 - Rocio Bel-

monte, Rochelle, $50
July 24 - Zekelman 

Employee, $25
July 25 - Rochelle Fire-

fighter Social, $25
July 26 - Tom McDer-

mott, Rochelle, $25
July 27 – Margaret 

Daner, Kings, $25

July 28 – Rochelle 
Police K-9, Rochelle, $25

July 29 – T-Byrd Lanes, 
Rochelle, $25

July 30 – Zekelman 
Employee, $50

July 31 – Max Sulz-
berger, Dwight, $25

Checks to winners will 
be mailed out at the end of 
each month.

July 2023 From the Heart calendar winners announced

From page 2

Mahoney went on to 
say how much he ap-
preciated Nesemeier’s 
diligence. 

“Bill, of his own ac-
cord, secured 95 percent 
of the cost leaving very 
little expense to the dis-
trict,” Mahoney said. 
“From the time that I 
arrived here in July of 
2010, we’ve wanted a 
digital sign but the cost 
of $25,000 had been so 
prohibitive when we had 
so many other needs. I 
can’t thank Bill enough 
for his efforts.”

Mahoney shared a fun-
ny in an interview. 

“About the third day 
of the sign being up and 
functional, I got an email 
from a resident that lived 

SIGN: Ribbon cutting ceremony held by Oregon School District

very close to the sign,” 
Mahoney said. “He asked 
if we could dim it because 

it’s ‘blasting’ into his 
living room and he could 
barely sleep because of 

the strobe. We were so 
excited to finally have the 
sign that we didn’t think 

how it might negatively 
impact someone like 
our great neighbor. We 

worked it out and turn 
it off at night,” he added 
with a laugh.

Members of Oregon Hawks Alumni Football proudly stand in front of the former monument sign. “We have a lot of memories associated 
with that sign,” member Corey Fry said. “Now new ones will be made with the new sign.”

(PHOTO BY COREY FRY)
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Special Thanks to our

OREGON  — The 
54th annual Knights of 
Columbus Tootsie Roll 
Drive in Oregon and 
Mt. Morris will be held 

Sept. 8-9. 
Last year we raised 

$5,800 with the help of 
a few businesses and 
from Knight families 

and friends. The funds 
that were raised help to 
support the Knights of 
Columbus programs in 
Illinois, such as Special 

Olympics and homes 
for some intellectually 
disabled. Local organi-
zations who also split 
$4640 were: Village of 

Progress, Oregon School 
district special education 
program, and Stouffer 
Terrace.

“I want to thank to 

people in Oregon and Mt. 
Morris for their generous 
support again this year,” 
Tootsie Roll Drive Chair-
man Dave Starke said.

54th Annual Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive scheduled Sept. 8-9

From page 1

“While a judge can issue 
an order for them to show 
up to court, it’s not detain-
able,” VanVickle said. “We 
just would make contact 
with that person and issue 
them a new date. There’s 
concerns of, ‘How effective 
is the judiciary going to be 
if people aren’t showing 
up to court?’ That not only 
taxes our folks by having 
to provide additional paper 
service, but it taxes the 
state’s attorney by multiple 
court dates that don’t yield 
any resolution as well as 
additional docket dates. 
Those are some of what 
I feel are going to be un-
intended consequences of 
this, on top of the fact that 
people that offend are going 
to be back out on the street 
immediately. The repeat 
offenders are definitely go-
ing to be a concern. That’s 
a concern they’ve had in 
New York and New Jersey. 
Why would we think that 
Illinois is going to be any 
different?”

VanVickle said the elim-
ination of cash bail will 
result in the loss of about 
$150,000 per year in in-
come that’s used to sup-
plement the operations of 
the judiciary. That shortfall 
will have to be made up for 
through budget reductions 
or increased taxes, he said.

The sheriff has reser-
vations about what de-
cision-making authority 
judges will have under the 
new system. 

“What I think they’re 
missing is that this takes 

decision making out of the 
judges’ hands,”  VanVickle 
said. “That’s something 
I appreciate, living in a 
smaller area, that the judge 
has that ability to decide if 
somebody needs to stay 
in jail because they’re a 
threat to whatever it may 
be. This decision-making 
process is essentially taken 
out of their hands. We have 
elected officials who are 
judges who have a job and 
now they’ve been removed 
of the responsibility of 
maintaining that safety for 
our community.”

The elimination of cash 
bail will not immediately 
change the circumstances 
of current inmates in the 
Ogle County Jail. Current 
inmates would need to 
petition the court to be 
considered under the new 
bond-type of system. If 
every current inmate did 
that and was granted the 
change, about 50 percent of 
them would be eligible to be 
released, VanVickle said. 

When asked what guid-
ance he has given deputies 
on policing following the 
change on Sept. 18, Van-
Vickle said the core mission 
of their work will remain 
the same.

“I expect our deputies to 
go out and do their jobs,” 
VanVickle said. “Keep 
the people that we serve 
safe. Make those arrests. 
Whether it’s repetitive 
arrests, arresting the same 
people over and over again, 
we’re still going to do our 
job. We still have a job to 
do and that’s what I’ve 
stressed to our deputies, is 

BAIL: Law enforcement officials react to court ruling

our job is to keep the citi-
zens safe. I fully anticipate 
that our call volume will 
certainly increase and the 
number of arrests we have 
will increase. But we’re not 
going to let up. We’re still 
going to make those arrests 
and take those people to be 
processed and go through 
the process.”

Ogle County State’s 
Attorney Mike Rock re-
leased a statement on July 
20 following the Supreme 
Court ruling expressing his 
disappointment with it and 
his office’s stance going 
forward.

“From its inception this 
legislation was irresponsi-
bly passed during a lame 
duck legislative session at 
4 a.m. without meaningful 

debate,” Rock said in the 
statement. “My office will 
continue to do everything 
within our power to en-
sure dangerous offenders 
remain in custody. Unfor-
tunately, I believe once this 
law goes fully into effect, it 
will have a negative impact 
on the safety of communi-
ties throughout the state.”

Rochelle Police De-
partment Chief Pete Pavia 
reacted to the ruling by 
remarking concern for the 
safety of his community. 

“I get the arguments 
on both sides of no cash 
bail,” Pavia said. “But I am 
concerned that certain indi-
viduals are going to be out 
rather quickly and commit a 
crime again pretty quickly. 
My priority is the safety of 

our community and that’s 
my concern with it.”

Pavia said the biggest 
change for RPD from the 
SAFE-T act will be imple-
mentation of body cameras. 
His department will be 
required to implement 
them by the start of 2025. 
The Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office was required to 
implement body cameras 
by 2024 and officially put 
them in place earlier this 
summer. 

RPD will have the body 
cameras in place sooner 
than required as well, and 
Pavia said the city received 
a grant for four body camer-
as that will cover part of the 
total cost. For cameras and 
storage for 25 officers, the 
total cost is about $173,000. 

Like VanVickle, Pavia 
said the advice given to 
officers going forward 
post-SAFE-T Act remains 
the same. 

“Really nothing has 
changed as far as what we 
tell them,” Pavia said. “My 
best advice and what I tell 
all of my officers is just to 
do what’s right. That’s what 
it comes down to. If you’re 
doing what’s right, you 
really don’t have anything 
to be concerned with. But 
in today’s modern age of 
policing, you’re always 
on camera. Whether it’s 
a body camera or a cell 
phone, there’s cameras 
everywhere. Just act pro-
fessional, do what’s right 
and pretend you’re always 
on camera anyways.”

Rochelle Police Chief Pete Pavia said the biggest change from the SAFE-T act will be implementation of body 
cameras. His department will be required to implement them by the start of 2025. The Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office was required to implement body cameras by 2024 and officially put them in place earlier this summer. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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OREGON — Oregon 
celebrated a grand opening 
on Saturday, Aug. 5 at Bad 
Ash Cigars, now located in 
downtown Oregon at 110 

N. 4th St., Oregon. Visitors 
enjoyed fine cigars while 
touring the newly-reno-
vated lounge and getting a 
sneak peek at Ogle County 

Brewery’s new distribution 
center in the same building 
behind the lounge. 

Owners Barry Skinner, 
Joshua Skinner, Brian 

Wynn, family, friends 
and city officials were in 
attendance. 

“We’d like to thank 
everyone who stopped 

in today to show their 
support,” the ownership 
group said. “We look for-
ward to several upcoming 
occasions to get together.”

Bad Ash Cigars is open 
seven days a week, Mon-
day-Saturday 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m. and Sundays 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.

Oregon celebrates grand opening for Bad Ash Cigars
Oregon celebrated a grand opening on Saturday, Aug. 5 at Bad Ash Cigars, now located in downtown Oregon at 110 N. 4th St., Oregon. Visitors enjoyed fine cigars 
while touring the newly-renovated lounge and getting a sneak peek at Ogle County Brewery’s new distribution center in the same building behind the lounge. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
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815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
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Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Kierra Moore 
815-238-3902

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

BUYER 
TRAFFIC 

RETURNING 
TO 

SEASONALITY

6518 10th Street, Rockford  
$125,000 Call Lori

Winner winner! This house in New Milford is a gem. Great size, great 
condition. The roof is 4-5 years old, the furnace was new in 2017 and the 
central air last year. All but 1 window has been replaced within the past 
6 years. There are 2 bedrooms on the main level plus a small bedroom 
that has half bath fixtures in place. Full basement with a family room, a 
shower, laundry hook up and an additional finished space. There is a 2 
car attached garage with a 2 car wide concrete driveway. Garden shed in 
the backyard. Corner lot. Sold As Is. Now is your chance!

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-9100

8014 Towermont Drive, Rockford 
$264,900 Call Becky

Winnebago Schools!! This beautiful & spacious ranch has so much to offer! Formal LR 
is open to DR and has hardwood. This leads to the freshly remodeled kitchen with new 
mocha colored maple raised panel cabinets - all with soft close, granite tops, new sink & 
lighting, pantry, all appliances stay. Eat-in dinette, family room has cathedral ceilings with 
a gas brick fireplace & oak mantel, French doors to the 20x20 four season room off the 
back for ample living space, has it’s own heat/AC system new in 2019, cathedral ceiling, 
built-in cabinet, windows with built in blinds and hideaway screens, patio door to newly 
stained deck overlooking the .89 acre fenced in yard with tree lined privacy, patio, 110 
outlet for hot tub, & raised garden beds. Main bath remodeled ‘23 with new vanity, sink, 
toilet, lights & accessories. MBR is huge with walk-in closet and attached MBA remodeled 
‘23 with same updates as main bath. LL has epoxy floor, crawl space under 4 season 
room, water filtration, sump pump, water softener, Aprilaire new ‘21, new landscaping 
outside, Ring stays, security system ($76/mo), 3 car garage w/ 2 openers, 220 amp in 
garage, Pella windows & doors in front new ‘22, rest of house new windows ‘17, new white 
trim & casing, 6 raised panel white doors, new between ‘11-’16 (carpet, roof, furnace, AC, 
hardwood & appliances), 3 minutes to Bypass 20

7198 S. Rock Nation Road, Dixon 
$149,900 Call Carla

River Front Get A Way! High & Dry! This 2 bedroom cabin offers you 
Rock River water front living. Cozy throughout, you’ll fall in love with its 
spectacular river views. Vacation all year round, dock at your own river 
frontage. This cabin sits on .44 acre lot size for future expansion. This 
2 bed, 1 bath cabin has newer hot water heater, large 23x9 back porch 
overlooking the private river frontage! Extra large lot for expansion or 
a separate out building. Loads of opportunity on this sweet river front 
cottage located close to Lost Nation Golf Course! Also 20 mins to Dixon 
and close to I88. Don’t delay call today!

403 S. 4th Avenue, Forreston  
NOW $69,500 Call Taylor

Welcome to 403 S. 4th Ave in Forreston! This affordable and inviting two 
bedroom, one and a half bath home offers a comfortable and cozy living 
space with delightful features that will make you feel right at home. This 
home features first floor laundry, a newer water heater, hardwood floors, 
and a large full bathroom with a jacuzzi tub. Don’t miss the opportunity to 
own this cozy home with all the features you desire in a great community. 
Sold As Is.

617 E. Third Street, Byron  
$129,900 Call Becky

Great price on this 4 BR, 2BA bi-level sitting on .44 acres in the city of 
Byron. DR and family room have newer LVP flooring, kitchen has tile 
floors with tile backsplash, disposal, all appliances stay (dishwasher new 
2023), family room redone in ‘22 with new door/screen, new drywall, new 
drop ceiling, new electric panel, new deck, main BA and 2BR w/large 
closets on main level, lower level has 2BR (large closets), family room, LL 
BA remodeled in ‘22 with 4ft walk-in shower, new circuit panel on furnace 
-’22, gas water htr ‘16, window air unit, laundry sink, washer/dryer stay, 
2car garage w/opener, roof-’18, house sold As-Is.

211 Beebe Street, Warren  
NOW $69,900 Call Rebecca

CALLING ALL INVESTORS! This is a rare opportunity to own a 4 place 
trailer court located in Warren. There are 3 trailers on site that are 
currently rented and one trailer that needs removal, but can be replaced 
with a new unit. Two of the tenants have been there 7+ years. No issues 
finding tenants for this property with great income. If you are looking to 
add to your investment portfolio - look no further!

117 N. Lincoln Street, Byron  
$199,900 Call Becky

Looking for commercial space to start up a business, investment property or 
just some extra room for hobbies and “toys”? The possibilities are endless!! 
This building right off Highway Route 2 was been completely remodeled 
May 2022. Storefront (46x31) has all new LVP flooring, countertop has been 
redone, desk stays, shelves on wall, 1/2 bath completely remodeled, French 
doors to warehouse area (31x23), this has rubber mat flooring, garage door 
w/opener, new lights, shop area (35x31) has concrete floor w drains, garage 
door w/opener, service door, laundry sink (no hot water in this sink), electric 
supplemental heater, vent (as-is), utility room has laundry sink, furnace & 
A/C - ‘16, 20 gal electric water heater - ‘18, new water main to road ‘21, new 
paint inside throughout, fenced area has a Storage shed (32x12), blacktop 
drive, outside newer paint ‘22, flat roof and pitched metal roof, city water/
sewer, current renter will be out Oct 1, 2023. New business/usage must be 
approved by City of Byron.

118 Main Street, Leaf River  
NOW $83,000 Call Boone

Introducing the perfect opportunity to own a prime 1600 sq ft commercial 
property in the heart of downtown Leaf River. Located at 118 Main St, 
this timeless brick building offers an ideal location for any business 
looking to establish its presence in this bustling community. With a 
spacious frontage, large windows that allow for natural light to flood in, 
attached 2 car garage, and a highly visible location right on Main St, this 
property provides excellent exposure and endless potential. The interior 
offers plenty of versatile space to customize to your specific needs, 
with high ceilings, and an open floor plan providing plenty of room for 
creative modifications. This building is zoned for commercial use, making 
it an excellent option for a wide range of businesses such as offices, 
retail shops, cafes, and much more. Join the ranks of entrepreneurs 
in this thriving small town that’s strategically located just 20 minutes 
from Rockford and 1 hour from Chicago. Don’t miss out on this unique 
opportunity to own a commercial property in an unbeatable location. 
Book your showing today!
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Pack the Pantry
July 13th - August 

12th Food is an immediate 
and tangible way to help 
someone. Every donation 
of food helps. We are 
collecting donations of 
unexpired, non-perish-
able food in jars, cans, and 
sealed packets for New 
Life Community Center in 
Forreston.  Toiletries are 
welcome as well.  From 
Summer Reading Pro-
gram to Create-a-Card, 
LEGO Club to Mississippi 
River Life. Bring a food 
donation when you stop 
in for a program and help 

support our local com-
munity!

YOUTH 
PROGRAMS
Mississippi River Life
Saturday, August 12th, 

10:00 AM The Mississip-
pi River Museum Returns! 
Mussels, snakes, and 
beavers: each species has 
a niche or role in the envi-
ronment. Through the use 
of pelts and other hands-
on items, participants 
will explore animals that 
call the Mississippi River 
home!  All ages, kids and 
adults, are welcome.

A D U L T  P R O -

GRAMS
Mississippi River Life
Saturday, August 12th, 

10:00 AM The Mississip-
pi River Museum Returns! 
Mussels, snakes, and 
beavers: each species has 
a niche or role in the envi-
ronment. Through the use 
of pelts and other hands-
on items, participants 
will explore animals that 
call the Mississippi River 
home!  All ages, kids and 
adults, are welcome.

August Take & 
Make Craft 
If you’re not looking 

forward to school starting 

back up, pick up a kit to 
make a wish bracelet and 
make a wish to see if sum-
mer sticks around. Kits are 
available at the circulation 
desk while supplies last 
beginning August 2nd. 

August Book of the 
Month
Pheby Delores Brown 

lives on a plantation 
awaiting the day she turns 
18 and becomes a free 
woman.  Fate throws her 
a cruel twist and she ends 
up living as a slave with 
the jailor of “Devil’s Half 
Acre.”  There she must 
face the atrocious deeds 

of the jailor and learn to 
survive the harshness.  A 
novel about a little known 
side of slavery and how 
one woman sacrificed ev-
erything to survive.   Stop 
by the circulation desk to 
pick up your copy today.

Create-a-Card
Saturday, August 19th, 

9:00 AM Getting ready to 
send your new adult off 
to college? Prep some 
cards to help fill those care 
packages!  All supplies 
included.

Plastic Recycling
We ask that you make 

sure plastic is clean with 

no debris in the dona-
tion.  *No animal feed 
bags are allowed* Also 
please remove any zip-
loc-type seals and paper/
sticker labels. Thank you 
for your cooperation.

NEW 
RELEASES
Adult Books
I Know What You Did 

by Cayce Osborne
Obsessed by James 

Patterson
Picture Books
Mae’s First Day of 

School by Kate Berube
On the First Day of 

School by Maggie Fischer

Check out 
Our Mobile App 

Did you know that there 
is an easy way to use the 
library from your phone?  
Just download the Prai-
rieCat app to your phone 
or mobile device and log 
in with your library card 
number and PIN!  You’ll 
be able to view your 
checkouts and holds, re-
new renewable materials, 
and search the library cata-
log.  There’s even a digital 
copy of your library card!

Did you know…
That you can scan doc-

uments and pictures at the 
Byron Public Library?  At 

the Byron Library’s scan 
station, you can scan your 
documents or pictures and 
save them to a flash drive, 
send them as an email at-
tachment, to a fax number, 
or to our printer.  There 
is no charge to email or 
save.  The library charges 
$.10 per page for black 
and white print outs and 
$.25 per page for color.  
Faxing costs $1 for the 
first page and $.25 for each 
additional page.

The Beatles – Their 
History in One Hour 
Thursday, August 17. 
6 – 7:00 pm. Thanks to a 
treasure chest of memora-

ble songs and an uncanny 
ability to chart fresh mu-
sical direction with each 
new album, The Beatles 
remain one of the world’s 
most popular and iconic 
bands. With performance 
and interview clips we’ll 
trace the arc of the Beatles 
career from their devel-
opment in Liverpool, 
through Beatlemania, into 
their psychedelic phase 
and finally their dissolu-
tion. “A splendid time is 
guaranteed for all.” Gary 
has lectured at over 100 
libraries across the coun-
try. Gary’s Beatles presen-
tation was deemed “The 

Best of The Best” by the 
Library Administrators 
Conference of Northern 
Illinois.  Please call 815-
234-5107 or visit Byron.
evanced.info/signup to 
register.

StoryWalks at the 
Byron Forest Preserve

StoryWalks® are up at 
the Byron Forest Preserve 
for another season! Stroll 
the 1/2-mile Indigo 
Trail while reading «On 
Account of the Gum” 
by Adam Rex, or read 
“That Pup!” by Lindsay 
Barrett George while 
walking to the Heritage 
Farm Museum.  The 

StoryWalk® is a joint 
project of the Byron Public 
Library and the Byron 
Forest Preserve.  The 
StoryWalk® Project was 
created by Anne Ferguson 
of Montpelier, VT and 
developed in collaboration 
with the Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library. StoryWalk® is a 
registered service mark 
owned by Ms. Ferguson.

Curbside Delivery 
The library is open for 
browsing, but patrons 
can still use our curbside 
service!  Place your holds 
online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-
5107.  Not sure what you 

want?  Call us for help!  
We will call or email you 
with a confirmation when 
your holds are ready to be 
picked up.  Call us when 
you arrive at the library, 
and we will bring your 
items out to you, already 
checked out.  A receipt 
with your due dates will be 
included with your items.  

Visit the Byron Library 
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters at 
byronlibrary.org, to keep 
up to date on library news 
and programs!  Be sure to 
also check out the Byron 
Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

Hoo Haven Pelican 
Program
Thursday, August 17th 

at 6:00 pm. Join us for an 
interesting and education-
al program on pelicans 
with presenters from Hoo 
Haven Wildlife Reha-
bilitation and Education 
Center. Meet some of 

these intriguing birds up 
close as you learn about 
their lives and habitats 
and the amazing work 
being done at the center. 
In conjunction with this 
program, we will be taking 
donations for Hoo Haven. 
Suggested items include: 
sheets, towels, dry dog or 

cat food, unsalted nuts in 
the shell, paper towels, 
and any flavor of yogurt. 
Donations may be brought 
in anytime between now 
and August 17th. This 
program is for all ages,  
but seating is limited so 
please call the library at 
(815)938-2624 to register.

SSET 4 School
Thank you so much 

for helping to prepare our 
local students for school! 
Our giant box was filled 
with supplies and we 
greatly appreciate your 
generosity.

Community Room
Looking for a place 

to hold your event? Our 
community room (with a 
small kitchenette) is avail-
able for meetings, parties, 
showers, family reunions, 
and more. Please call the 
library at (815)938-2624 
for additional information.

Soft Plastic Recycling
We are collecting film-

type plastic for recycling. 
This includes plastic bags, 
zipper type baggies (with 
the zip portion removed), 
cereal/snack bags, bubble 
wrap, and other soft plas-
tic. Please make sure bags 
are free from debris and 
remove all paper/sticker 
labels. Thank you!

Storytime at the 
Library
Join us at the library, 

every Wednesday at 10 
a.m., for songs, stories 

and crafts! Ages 2-5. 
Space is limited: call to 
register: 815-645-8611.

Teens: Paint & Pizza
Stop by the library 

after school for the ulti-
mate hang out. Get your 
paint brushes ready for 
an afternoon of friends, 
creativity and pizza (of 

course)! Friday, August 
25 at 3 p.m. Ages 13-18. 
Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

Barbie: The History 

of America’s Most Fa-
mous Doll

She might be the most 
famous doll in the world. 
For more than sixty years, 

Barbie has been played 
with, analyzed, collected, 
criticized and loved. 

See page 3

Byron Public Library News

Forreston Public Library News

Julia Hull District Library News
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Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07

27
20

22

Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold

From page 2

In this illustrated lec-
ture, historian Leslie 
Goddard delves into the 
history of Barbie and her 
inventor, the passionately 
creative—and intensely 
competitive—Ruth Han-
dler. Learn what inspired 
Handler to develop Bar-
bie in 1959, how Barbie 
helped make Mattel one 
of the world’s most suc-
cessful toy companies and 
what Barbie’s impact has 
been on American culture. 
Monday, August 28 at 6:30 
p.m. Call to register: 815-
645-8611.

Tween Scene: 
Caramel Apple Party
Ready for the perfect 

fall evening? We’ve got 
the fool proof formula: 
apples + caramel + BIN-

GO = awesome. Tuesday, 
September 5 at 6 p.m. 
Ages 10-12. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611. 

Toddler Time: Have 
a Ball

Indulge your little one’s 
curiosity with a hands-on 
event just for them. Join us 
Friday, September 8 at 10 
a.m., for some play with 
tunnels and rainbow balls.  
Ages 1-4. Registration 
required:815-645-8611.

Pirate Party
Ahoy, mateys! Gather 

your crew and head to the 
library for a swashbuck-
ling good time! We’ll play 
pirate games and make our 
own treasure maps. Satur-
day, September 16 at 10 
a.m. For buccaneers ages 
5-9. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

Library Renovation 

Closure
The library’s getting a 

facelift and we couldn’t 
be more excited!  During 
this short-term project, 
the library will be inter-
mittently closed to brows-
ing. However, mobile 
holds pick-up, personal 
shopping, library card 
renewal, email printing, 
scanning, faxing and ref-
erence services, etc. will 
be available by email 
and telephone.  Please 
stay tuned to our library 
Facebook & Instagram 
for the most up-to-date 
information.  Library pro-
gramming will continue, 
as scheduled - with some 
changes to location, TBA.  
Program participants will 
be notified directly of 
any changes to program 
meeting locations.

Last week, Miss Kelly and friends celebrated summer with a special Storytime in Davis Junction Park. Besides listening to stories, we played with a giant parachute, and 
made an edible craft out of Oreo “dirt”, chocolate pudding and gummy worms.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Auto Repair

Tony Kurzac
107 E. Washington St.

Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair

Lowest Price Around

CABINETS CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

Concrete CONCRETE

•• Driveways
•• Walkways
•• Patios
•• Floors
•• Decorative
•• Resealing

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
815-202-8787
jerry@yoderconcrete.us

Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

Gutters

HAIR CARE HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING

PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE

TREE SERVICE TREE REMOVAL

Merlin Fox - 815-440-9827
merlin@illinoisdoormasters.com

SERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORSSERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORS

Oregon, IL

GARAGE DOORS

AUTO REPAIR

CLEANING SERVICES

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

Asphalt

STRIPING • REPAIRS • HAND-APPLIED SEALER/NO SPRAYING
PROMPT • RELIABLE • REASONABLE • Free Estimates

Still family owned & operated - Nate Tilbury

Sealawin.com • Sealawin@yahoo.com
Byron (815) 234-SEAL(7325)

Accredited 
Business
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

WHEELS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Mount Morris Library News
Rock Painting 
Drop-In
Conner the Caterpillar 

has arrived at the Mount 
Morris Library! You can 
visit him outside our 
doors. We would love to 
see Conner grow through 
our flower beds! Everyone 
is welcome to add a paint-
ed rock (positive message 
or picture) to watch Con-
ner get longer and longer! 
We will be having a rock 
painting drop-in activity 
on Saturday, August 26th 
from 10-2. You can bring 
a rock to paint or we will 
have some available! Sup-
plies will be provided, a 
great activity for all ages!

Story Time!
Mrs. Donna will be 

reading books and chil-
dren will create a craft this 
Wednesday, 8/16. Story 
time is every Wednesday 
@11:15, bring your little 
ones to enjoy stories and a 
craft at the Mount Morris 
Library! 

Adult Book Club
The August book is 

“The Good Neighbor; 

The Life and Work of 
Fred Rogers” by Max-
well King.  Everyone 
is welcome to join this 
book club group! Copies 
of the book are available 
at the library.   This group 
will meet in-person on 
Monday, August 28th at 
the library.  

Cookbook Club! Next 
Meeting September 5th!

Join us as we explore 
The Cookbook Club! 
Wonderful recipes com-
bined with friendship 
creates something both 
beautiful and delicious! 
Stop by to choose your 
recipe from this month’s 
book and bring your dish 
to pass at our next meet-
ing! Join us on the first 
Tuesday each month, 6pm 
at The Senior Center for 
another exciting meal!

Ink with a Friend: 
Card Making at the 
Library

September is time to 
make some lovely home-
made cards to send to fam-
ily and friends. We will be 
offering a card-making 

class from local crafter, 
Liz Gullett. She will be 
here on Thursday, Sep-
tember 14th from 5-7! You 
will get all the materials to 
make two beautiful cards 
to take home. Stop by to 
see the samples, fees are 
by donation. Registration 
is limited so call the library 
or stop by to save your spot 
before September 7th!

Lego Club!
Our next Lego night is 

this Thursday, August 17th, 
from 6:00 – 6:45pm. Bring 
a friend and build some 
fun with Lego bricks! 
All children and parents 
are invited every third 
Thursday of the month. 
Children under 8 need to 
bring a parent with them.

Memorial Gifts
Give a gift that lasts, 

brings joy to many, and 
doubles in value. Your 
memorial gift to the li-
brary is matched by the 
Mt. Morris Library Foun-
dation, doubling your 
generosity! Many thanks 
to all who gave memorial 
gifts in 2023.

Display Case 
Showings
We have 2 great display 

case showings this month! 
Come visit our display 
of dolls from around the 
world! This collection was 
donated to the library and 
we are so excited to share 
it with everyone! We will 
also have a display case 
of Mount Morris Memo-
rabilia on loan from Lenny 
and Barbara Wells. Come 
see all of these historical 
collections! We are always 
looking for collectors or 
artists who are willing to 
share their treasures in 
our display cases.  If you 
are interested, please call, 
815-734-4927. 

Newspaper Available!
We will now be receiv-

ing the Dixon Telegraph 
daily! We receive the Ogle 
County Life, Sauk Valley, 
and Mt. Morris Times. If 
you want to keep up with 
the local news-stop on by!

Explore More Illinois
Explore More Illinois 

users can access and 
reserve passes from any 

of our attractions on their 
participating library’s 
website. Explore More 
Illinois is easy to use with 
your library card.  Visit 
the library’s website to 
browse attractions.  You 
can find the information 
on our website, www.
mtmorris-il.org under the 
resources page.

Adult Programming
We are trying to get 

back into the swing of of-
fering monthly programs 
for adults.  We would love 
to hear from you.  Do eve-
nings or weekends work 
better?  Do you have any 
program ideas?  Do you 
have a program you would 
like to share?  Contact 
Mary Cheatwood at the 
library through email at 
mmlib@mtmorris-il.org 
or call 815-734-4927.

Curbside Service is 
available!

We want to remind 
everyone that you still 
have the option of having 
your materials delivered 
to your vehicle.  If you 
have holds waiting for 

you, call us to tell us you 
are on your way, and we 
will bring them out to your 
vehicle when you arrive.  
Call us if you need more 
information.

Additional Services 
Offered

We make copies ($0.25 
per black and white page). 
We fax ($2 for the first 
page and $0.50 each addi-
tional page). We can scan 
a document and send it to 
email ($2 per document). 
You can use a computer 
without a library card for 
$1.00. Resume software is 
available on our comput-
ers.  Come visit us and let 
us help you!

Monthly board meet-
ings are the third Wednes-
day of the month at 7pm 
at the library unless other-
wise noted.  The public is 
welcome to attend.

The Mount Morris 
Public Library is located 
at 105 S. McKendrie 
Ave. Mt. Morris IL 61054 
–815-734-4927 Fax-815-
734-6035 www.mtmor-
ris-il.org

Wizard of Oz themed 
Mystery Dinner Event

Friday, September 15th. 
Doors open at 5:30pm, 
show starts promptly at 
6:00pm. Held at Riv-
er’s Edge and catered by 
Hazel’s. This event was 
scheduled the year of 
COVID and we are excited 
to bring it back!  Mystery 
dinner tickets are on sale at 
the Library.  Enjoy an eve-
ning of mystery and try to 
solve the case of the miss-
ing Ruby Slippers!  For 
more information call 
(815) 732-2724, visit our 
website or Facebook page.

I Spy Hunt in the 
Library!

(3yrs. & up) will con-
tinue through August 
16th- Pick up a game card 
at the desk and locate 
specific items on the card. 
If you find all the items 
& their location, you may 
select a prize. 

Story Time

(18 months-6 yrs.) 
Mondays, 10 am. Story 
Time will be taking a break. 
Go online to register for 
the next session which will 
begin September 11.

Try It Tuesday
Tuesday, August 15th at 

1:00pm or 5:30pm 
(Choose your time slot). 
Sunflower Painted Shoes 
- Bring a pair of Ked type 
shoes (preferably white) 
and make a customized sun-
flower painted shoe.  All 
supplies, except the shoes, 
are provided.  Registration 
required, www.oregon-
publiclibrary.com.

Ink with A Friend 
Monthly Card Club

Monday, August 21st at 
6:00pm. Sending person-
al cards to your friends 
and family is a way to let 
them know you care and 
are thinking about them. 
All designs include beau-
tiful colored cardstock, 
gorgeous designer series 

paper, detailed stamped 
images, die cut pieces, 
matching ink, ribbon, 
and embellishments.  All 
cards come with match-
ing envelopes. Whether 
you’re a new card maker 
or a seasoned pro, our 
kits are suited to every 
skill level. Don’t wait! 
Sign up today to reserve 
your spot. Oregon Patrons 
only.  Registration required 
(815) 732-2724 or www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com

Produce Swap 
August 22nd from 10am 

– 6:00pm. Food Swaps 
are local gatherings where 
people swap excess home-
grown produce and gar-
dening extras. Items may 
include fruit, vegetables, 
herbs, eggs, seeds, seed-
lings, gardening tips and 
worm juice, but may eas-
ily extend to skill shares, 
stories and seasonal rec-
ipes.  Take some, leave 
some or both!  Have too 

much in your garden, bring 
to the library for others to 
enjoy.  Food can be brought 
in beginning at 9:00am 
through 4:00pm.  Any 
food left at 6:00pm will be 
donated to local pantries.

Book Club
The Afternoon Book 

Club meets Wednesday, 
August 16 at 1 pm to 
discuss A Tale for the 
Time Being by Ruth Oze-
ki.  Cocktails & Crimes 
will meet Sunday, August 
20 at 2 pm at Cork n 
Tap. Is This Just Fanta-
sy? Book Club will meet 
August 22 at 6 pm at the 
Library to discuss Ninth 
House by Leigh Bardugo 
. Books on Tap Book Club 
meets Thursday, August 24 
at 6 pm at Cork & Tap to 
discuss Horse by Geraldine 
Brooks. The 2WBC Book 
Club meets September13 
, at 12:30 pm to discuss 
Gulliver’s Travels by Jon-
athan Swift.

Yoga
Wednesdays,  9:30 

am Functional Yin-Yasa 
- This class is a hybrid 
of yang (active yoga) 
with yin (passive yoga). 
We will use fundamental 
yoga postures combined 
with functional move-
ments to build strength 
and warmth followed 
by passive, long held 
poses to help with flexi-
bility and mobility of the 
joints and soft tissues. 
A yoga mat and blocks 
will be useful props for 
this class! All levels wel-
come.”  Oregon Library 
Patrons only. Registration 
required, this class fills 
quickly.  Please call (815) 
732-2724 or visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Oregon Writers 
Group
2nd Tuesday each 

month at 10:00 am. The 
OWG is a gathering of 
writers or writer-wannabes 

who meet to support each 
other and further their own 
writing.  The purpose of 
the group is to help and 
encourage you in your 
writing.  If you need brain-
storming ideas, we can help 
suggest ideas or aid with 
the creative process. 

Passport Services
The Oregon Public 

Library offers Passport 
Application Processing. 
Patrons seeking Passport 
Services should call the 
Library prior to their visit 
to ensure that an official 
processor is available at 
that time and for a checklist 
of items, you will need for 
the appointment.

Dial-A-Story & 
Oregon Public 
Library StoryWalk
At Oregon Park West. 

Call 815-732-2724, follow 
the prompts and presto...a 
story! 

See page 6

Oregon Public Library News

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Wade 
Wilson 
Hey there! My name is Wade Wilson. 
While I might have had a ‘ruff’ start to life, 
I can’t be more thankful to the people that rescued me so that I can start living 
my best life. In fact, I love people so much that as soon as you sit on the couch, 
I want to be right next to you for snuggles. While living in my foster home, I have 
learned many new things like sit and stay. I even will sit at my food bowl until 
you free me to eat. I love to chew on benebones (they are my favorite) and I 
love to destroy rubber chew toys. I love to be outside and running around in 
the yard, but I am just as comfortable wearing my super fashionable sweater 
and snuggling next to you to binge watch the marvel universe.**I am currently 
staying in a foster home, so please email info@TailsHumaneSociety.org to 
request an appointment to meet me!
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PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
or

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of 
the Week Page!

Frozen treats in 
Moderation

Frozen treats, along with ice and iced-water are 
safe for dogs to eat and enjoy safely – as long as 
they enjoy them in moderation. If a dog eats or 

drinks any type of food or drink too quickly, this 
can lead to bloating. Ice or iced water are not 
known to be more dangerous than other kinds 
of food; bloating is usually caused by a large 

volume of food or very fast eating.

Did you Know?
Guinea pigs are very clever and use 11 

different sounds to communicate.
You might hear them doing the ‘wheek, 

wheek, wheek’ sound.
They make this one when they are 
excited for food or want attention.

Then there’s the ‘putt-putt’ sound which 
they make when they are content.
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the 
day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 through 
Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies 
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In person Bible 
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice 
monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church 
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays 
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard Rosinski. 
Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: May – August   
Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – April  Sat. 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 
pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.
org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683. 
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each 
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please 
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more 
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor John Trotter 8:00am Sunday School
815-973-5981 9:00am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here! 
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesumc.org 
(815) 734-4853 
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573

Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 

Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday 
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir Wednesday 

6:00 PM; 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at  10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) meet 
weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet 
on Wednesdays. 
Thursday morning Women’s Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. • 
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUMC@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL  Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.” 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; Sunday Evening 
Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation & 
Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun 
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because 
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons. 
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon • 
732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 10:30 
mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging 
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks & 
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM 
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational 
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL  61064 •  Tel:815-946-3212 
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumcpolo.com • facebook.com/Faithumcpolo

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Interim Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 9:30 am. 
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
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Current story- There’s 
a Dragon in Your Book by 
Tom Fletcher. Current story 
at the StoryWalk is Time 
to Roar by Olivia A. Cole

 New Releases
1964: Eyes of the Storm 

by Paul McCartney 779 

MCC
Fire Weather: A True 

Story from the Hotter 
World by John Vaillant 
363.37 VAI

Sixty-one: Life Lessons 
from Papa, On and Off the 
Court by Chris Paul BIO 
PAU

The Five-star Weekend 

by Elin Hilderbrand FIC 
HIL

Black Dog by Stuart 
Woods FIC WOO

Near Miss by Stuart 
Woods FIC WOO

The Only One Left by 
Riley Sager FIC SAG

Obsessed by James 
Patterson FIC PAT

Must Love Flowers by 
Debbie Macomber FIC 
MAC

Flags on the Bayou by 
James Lee Burke FIC BUR

The Librarianist by 
Patrick DeWitt FIC DEW

Zero Days by Ruth Ware 
FIC WAR

The Wedding Planner 

by Danielle Steel LP FIC 
STE (RED DOT)

Lessons in Chemistry 
by Bonnie Garmus LP FIC 
GAR (RED DOT)

Near Miss by Stuart 
Woods LP FIC WOO (RED 
DOT)

The Hidden One by 
Linda Castillo MYS CAS

Flop Dead gorgeous by 
David Rosenfelt MYS ROS

A Cryptic Clue by Victo-
ria Gilbert MYS GIL

The Mistress of Bhatia 
House by Sujata Massey 
MYS MAS

A Study in Scarlet Wom-
en by Sherry Thomas MYS 
THO

Rock River Center is 
a resource center located 
at 810 S. 10th Street, 
Oregon.  Our activities 
and trips are open to all 
ages.  Do you need assis-
tance with Benefit Access 
Application for a license 
plate discount, Medicare, 
housing, homemaker ser-
vice, heating assistance 

or other things?  Call our 
office at 815-732-3252 
with any questions.   Visit 
us on the web at www.
rockrivercenter.org and 
like us on Facebook.

Cards & Table Games
Monday. 12:15 – 3:00 

p.m.
Shuffleboard
Tuesday and Wednes-

day. 12:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Stroke Awareness & 

Living Heart Healthy
Presented by RCH 

Cardio/Pulmonary Staff. 
August 14. 12:00 – 1:00 
p.m.

NEW Crocheting & 
Knitting Club

Where: Rock River 
Center – Activities Room. 

When:  Thursday, Au-
gust 17. Time: 9:00 – 
11:00 a.m.

Proper Plant Pruning
By Extension Office/

Heritage Woods. Septem-
ber 11. 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
Advance Registration 
requested.

Country Music 
Tribute

Featuring Denny Sve-
hla. September 13. 1:00 
- 2:00 p.m. Registration 
requested by Sept. 6.

 N I C O R  G A S 
“SHARING” PRO -
GRAM

NICOR GAS sharing 
program is available to 
assist those NICOR cus-
tomers whose income is 

above 201% of poverty 
level and less than 300% 
of the poverty level.

You can apply for the 
NICOR GAS Sharing 
program at the Rock 
River Center.  For more 
information or to make 
an appointment call 800-
541-5479 or 815-732-
3252..

Rock River Center Activities

BYRON — On July 
14, James L. Moore III, 
41, of Rockford was 
issued citations for op-
erating a vehicle with 
suspended registration 
and operating a vehicle 
with no insurance. 

On July 15, Matthew 
D. Vanderkolh, 22, of Or-
egon was issued a citation 
for speeding. 

On July 15, Ernesto 
N. Montanez, 27, of By-
ron was issued citations 
for operating a vehicle 
with no insurance and 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration.   

On July 16, Wyatt C. 
Coleman, 21, of Durand 
was issued a citation for 

disobeying a traffic con-
trol device. 

On July 16, Andy N. 
Khouangsavanh, 43, of 
Byron was issued ci-
tations for operating a 
vehicle while registration 
suspended and operating 
a vehicle with no insur-
ance. 

On July 17, Jill M. 
Apinwall, 42, of DeKalb 
was issued a citation for 
speeding. 

On July 19, a 16-year-
old juvenile of Byron 
was arrested for domestic 
battery. 

On July 19, Roxanne 
M. Jordan, 41, of Byron 
was arrested for domestic 
battery. Jordan was trans-

ported to Ogle County Jail 
and held in lieu of bond.

On July 21, Yonny D. 
Quintero, 35, of Loves 
Park was issued a citation 
for operating a vehicle 
with no insurance and 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration.

On July 21, Ivan Di-
achenko, 31, of Skokie 
was issued a citation for 
disobeying a traffic con-
trol device.

On July 21, Kevin 
J. Chimel, 57, of Saint 
Charles was issued a 
citation for disobeying a 
traffic control device.

On July 22, Andrea J. 
Mullens, 40, of Byron 
was arrested for do-

mestic battery. Mullens 
was transported to Ogle 
County Jail and held in 
lieu of bond. 

On July 22, Joe J. 
Wilder, 30, of Sterling 
was issued citations for 
disobeying a traffic con-
trol device and driving 
while license suspended. 

On July 23, Brady K. 
Keller, 28, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for 
disobeying a traffic con-
trol device.

On July 23, Daniel R. 
Jones, 36, of Winnebago 
was issued a citation for 
disobeying a traffic con-
trol device.

On July 23, Todd E. 
Gilmore, 53, of Rockford 

was issued a citation for 
disobeying a traffic con-
trol device.

On July 23, Seng Mon-
tanez, 52, of Dixon was 
issued a citation for dis-
obeying a traffic control 
device.

On July 23, Emily E. 
Nible, 20, of Bethany, 
Missouri was issued a 
citation for speeding.  

On July 26, Fabian R. 
Velasco, 33, of Byron 
was arrested on an in-
state warrant. Velasco 
was transported to Ogle 
County Jail and held in 
lieu of bond. 

On July 27, Jose A. 
Lara, 30, of Rockford was 
issued citations for speed-

ing and no insurance. 
On July 28, Amber 

Coffey, 37, of Byron was 
arrested for driving while 
license revoked. Coffey 
was transported to Ogle 
County Jail and held in 
lieu of bond.

On July 29, Dorvin 
Bladimir Escalante Lico-
na, 23, of Rockford was 
issued citations for oper-
ating a vehicle with no 
valid driver’s license and 
operating a vehicle while 
registration suspended.

Any arrests listed be-
low are merely accusa-
tions and the defendant is 
presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court 
of law.

Byron Police Department Report: July 14-July 29, 2023
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LOCAL NEWS

Weekly Brain Busters

Bev Olson, Oregon, grows and sells all natural vegetables, local honey and garden art. Stop by Byron Hairy Cow Farmer’s Market on Saturday mornings from 8 a.m. 
to noon next to the Hairy Cow Brewery. For more information or to become a vendor, please contact Taryn Bradley at (815)985-6042, by email at craftlab23@gmail.

com or through the Byron Hairy Cow Farmer’s Market Facebook page.

Oregon resident Olson sets up shop at Byron Hairy Cow Farmer’s Market
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AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

CIRCUIT COURT 
OGLE COUNTY
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST 
FOR NAME CHANGE 

(ADULT)
Request of Jessica Ni-
cole Saltz Rowland
Case Number 
2023MR000027
There will be a court 
date on my Request to 
change my name from:
Jessica Nicole Saltz 
Rowland 
to the new name of:
Jess Anthony Saltz
The court date will be 
held on September 
20th, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. 
at 106 S. 5th St., Ore-
gon, IL 61061, Ogle 
County, in Courtroom 
#304
/s/ Jessica Rowland
Attested to this 24th day 
of July 2023 By Kim-
berly A. Stahl, Clerk of 
the Circuit Court, 15th 
Judicial Circuit, Ogle 
County
No. 0750
(July 31, Aug. 7 and 14, 
2023)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

KEITH BECKINGHAM, 
Plaintiff, 
v.
KERRY BECKING-
HAM,
UNKNOWN OWNERS, 
and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, Defen-
dants.
No. 2023FC1
NOTICE OF FORE-
CLOSURE SALE
(IT IS ADVISED THAT 
INTERESTED PAR-
TIES CONSULT THEIR 
OWN ATTORNEYS 
BEFORE BIDDING 
AT FORECLOSURE 
SALE.) 
PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that pur-
suant to a JUDGMENT 
OF FORECLOSURE 
entered by the Court 
in Keith Beckingham 
v. Kerry Beckingham, 
Unknown Owners and 
Non Record Claimants, 
Case No. 2023FC1 
Ogle County, Illinois, 
on June 9, 2023, the 
property hereinafter de-
scribed will be sold to 
the highest bidder. 
(A) The name, address, 
and telephone number 

of the person to contact 
for information regard-
ing the real estate is 
Courtney E. Kennedy, 
Ehrmann Gehlbach 
Badger & Considine, 
LLC, 114 E. Everett 
Street, Suite 300, Dix-
on, Illinois 61021 (815) 
288-4949.
(B) Both the legal de-
scription of the real es-
tate and the common 
address is follows: 
Part of the Northwest 
Quarter (NW¼) of the 
Northwest Quarter 
(NW¼) of Section 35, 
in Township 24 North, 
Range 9 East of the 
4th P.M., bounded and 
described as follows: 
Beginning on the West 
line of said Section at a 
point 719 1/8 feet South 
of the Northwest comer 
of said Section, running 
thence East 28 ¼ rods, 
thence South 56.58 
feet, thence West 28 ¼ 
rods, and North 56.58 
feet to the Point of Be-
ginning; situated in the 
Township of Mount Mor-
ris, County of Ogle and 
State of Illinois. PIN: 08-
35-103-005
Common address or 
location of premises: 
1823 South McKendrie 
Street, Mount Morris, 
Ogle County, Illinois.
(C) The improvement 
on the real estate is a 
shed.
(D) The real estate may 
not be inspected prior to 
the sale.
(E) The time and place 
of the sale are as fol-
lows:
The Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office, 202 S. First 
Street, Oregon, Illinois 
61061, at 10:00 a.m. on 
September 22, 2023.
(F) The terms of the 
sale are ten percent 
(10%) down at the time 
of the sale, payable in 
certified funds, and the 
full balance within sev-
en (7) days.
(G) The case title, case 
number, and the Court 
in which the foreclosure 
was filed are specified 
above.
(H) No other informa-
tion is required to be 
disclosed.
KEITH BECKINGHAM, 
Plaintiff
By EHRMANN GE-
HLBACH BADGER & 
CONSIDINE, LLC
By Courtney E. Kenne-
dy
Com1ney E. Kennedy 
(6322625) 
Ehrmann Gehlbach 
Badger & Considine, 
LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
114 E. Everett Street, 

Suite 300 
Dixon, IL 61021 
(815) 288-4949
(815) 288-3068 (FAX)
kennedy@egbc law.
com
No. 0804
(Aug. 7, 14 and 21, 
2023)

NOTICE
CITY OF BYRON, 

ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING:
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, that the City 
of Byron, Illinois is 
seeking Illinois Envi-
ronmental Protection 
Agency Water Pollution 
Control Loan Program 
(WPCLP) funding for a 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Improvements 
project.  The City of 
Byron has prepared a 
detailed Project Plan 
regarding this project, 
and the proposed fi-
nancing of the project is 
through the Illinois En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency (IEPA) Water 
Pollution Control Loan 
Program.  As a condi-
tion of the proposed 
funding, a Project Sum-
mary and Preliminary 
Environmental Impact 
Determination (PEID) 
has been prepared by 
IEPA.  Detailed infor-
mation on the project, 
together with the Illinois 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s (IEPA) 
Preliminary Environ-
mental Impact Deter-
mination (PEID) docu-
ments, will be available 
for public inspection at 
City Hall located at 232 
W. Second Street, By-
ron, Illinois 61010.  The 
IEPA has reviewed the 
above cited project plan 
and concurs with the 
applicant’s finding that 
the proposed project is 
technically appropriate 
and cost effective. The 
IEPA has issued a No-
tice of Intent to Issue a 
Categorical Exclusion 
for this project.
Persons and/or orga-
nizations wishing to 
make a statement on 
the proposed project or 
the PEID for the project 
will be asked to identify 
themselves and their re-
spective interest at City 
Hall in the City of By-
ron.  Written statements 
regarding the subject of 
the PEID and the Cate-
gorical Exclusion for the 
project will be accepted 
until 10 days after the 
publication of this Pub-
lic Notice on Monday, 
August 13, 2023 and 
should be addressed to 

the IEPA as indicated 
in the Preliminary En-
vironmental Impact De-
termination document.  
Written comments can 
be directly submitted to 
IEPA to the attention of 
Rachael Heaton, Infra-
structure Financial As-
sistance Section, 1021 
North Grand Avenue 
East, P.O. Box 19276, 
Springfield, Illinois 
62794-9276.
No. 0809
(Aug. 14, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on July 28, 
2023 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 
post office address of 
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 

The Yard at Black 
Diamond

106 W Wilson St.
Stillman Valley, IL 

61084
Dated July 28, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0812
(Aug. 14, 21 and 28, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Ogle County High-
way Department is re-
questing qualifications 
from interested firms to 
update the existing US-
ACE/FEMA hydraulic 
modeling study for the 
Lake Mistake Drain on 
the southwest side of 
Oregon, Illinois.  
Qualifications are due 
by 3:00 PM on Sep-
tember 1, 2023.  Addi-
tional information can 
be found on the QBS 
page of the Ogle Coun-
ty Highway Department 
website or by contact-
ing the office at 815-
732-2851 between the 
hours of 7:00 A.M. and 
3:30 P.M. Monday - Fri-
day.
No. 0816
(Aug. 14 and 21, 2023)

NOTICE
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-2

COMBINED ANNUAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE OF THE MONROE  
TOWNSHIP FIRE AND AMBULANCE PROTECTION DISTRICT

June 1, 2023 AND ENDING May 31, 2024
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE MONROE TOWNSHIP FIRE AND AM-
BULANCE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF OGLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS: 
Section 1:  That the fiscal year of said District for the purpose of this Ordinance shall be from June 1, 
2023 to May 31, 2024. Section 2: That the following Annual Budget containing an estimate of corpo-
rate receipts and expenditures contained therein be and the same is hereby adopted as the Annual 
Budget and Appropriations of said District for the above fiscal year and shall be in full force and effect 
from and after this date, to-wit:, 
ESTIMATED RECEIPTS: Cash on hand at the beginning of the fiscal year $72,000.00; Estimated 
receipts from all sources:  
A. 2022 Levy for Fire Corporate Purposes $129,105.00  
B. 2022 Levy for Ambulance Service Corporate Purposes $129,105.00 
C. 2022 Levy for Insurance $29,449.00 
D. 2022 Levy for Workman’s Compensation Fund $8,841.00  
E. Homeland Security Assist. to FF / FEMA Grant(s) $10,000.00 
F. Reserve Account for replacement, repair and/or purchase of building or equipment and site im-
provement $350,000.00 
G. Ambulance Fees $2,000.00 
H. Miscellaneous $4,000.00.  Total Estimated Receipts: $844,500.00  ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES 
Personnel Compensation $80,000.00; Insurance $25,000.00; Fire/EMS Training $53,000.00; Trustee 
Training/Expenses $8,000.00; Office Expenses $9,500.00; Utilities $17,000.00; Vehicle Gas, Fuel 
and Oil $9,725.00; Building and Maintenance $30,500.00; Remodeling $40,000.00; Fire Equipment & 
Supplies $168,700.00; EMS Equipment & Supplies $30,000.00; Equipment Maintenance $15,000.00; 
Vehicle-Reserve $185,000.00; Accounting/Audit $30,000.00; Legal Expenses/Retainer $25,000.00; 
Miscellaneous-Reserve $118,075.00. Total Estimated Expenditures: $844,500.00.  
Section 3: That the sum of $844,500.00 in money, or so much thereof as may be deemed necessary 
and as may be authorized by law to defray all of the expenses and liabilities of the MONROE TOWN-
SHIP FIRE AND AMBULANCE PROTECTION DISTRICT in the County of Ogle and State of Illinois, 
be and the same is hereby appropriated for all corporate purposes for the said District for the fiscal 
year commencing June 1, 2023 and terminating May 31, 2024, and said total being divided among 
the purposes and amounts specified as “ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES”, which section is hereby 
incorporated herein by reference as a part of this Section 3 as though set forth, and which shall be 
and is the annual Appropriation Ordinance of said District for the fiscal year declared in Section 1 of 
this Ordinance. 
Section 4: All unexpended balances of any items or items appropriated by this Ordinance may be 
expended to cover any deficiency as to any other item of the foregoing items set forth in Section 3 
hereof. 
Section 5: There being no newspaper published in said District, this Ordinance, after the adoption 
thereof, shall be published in the Ogle County Life, a newspaper of general circulation within said Dis-
trict within thirty (30) days after its passage and shall take effect ten (10) days after it is so published. 
Adopted and approved this 3rd day of August, A.D. 2023.  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE MONROE TOWNSHIP FIRE AND AMBULANCE PROTECTION 
DISTRICT   
No. 0813
(Aug. 14, 2023)

IRENE AUCTION COMPANY
Kenneth Freeman, Owner

815-289-7904

CLIP & SAVE
IRENE AUCTION COMPANY

LIVE AUCTION 
1523 W MOTEL RD

SYCAMORE, IL 
AUGUST 19, 2023 10:00 AM

RAIN OR SHINE
ITEMS:  Generator, Stihl chainsaw, 
wood, tools, household and 
miscellaneous items.
OWNER:  Estate of Donald Kohler
SEE:  www.ireneauctioncompany.com 
for details

AUCTIONEER: KENNETH FREEMAN 815-289-7904
AUCTIONEER LICENSE NUMBER: 441.002085

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Chana 64 Auctions
620 S. Stone Hill Rd., Chana

815-830-3898
• Pick Up Service Available 
“UWANNASELLITCALLUS”

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com
 

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
hacksauction.hibid.com

‘Fine Antiques, Stoneware, Pottery, 
Signs, Furniture’

PREVIEW: FRI., AUG. 18th – 9 A.M. to 1 P.M.
BIDDING OPENS: FRI. AUG. 18th @ 8 A.M.

Hack’s Auction Antique Center - 
400 W. Third St., Pecatonica, IL  61063

Quality Antiques & Collectibles; Early Primitives; 
Eastern Decorated Stoneware & Galena Pottery; Red 
Wing; Artwork; Lighting; Cast Iron; Banks; Advertise-
ment-Signs-Clocks-Thermometers; Country Store; 
Petroleum; Victorian Furniture; Vintage Toys; Desir-
able Antique Pocket Watches; Rare 1939 World’s Fair 
Vase; Antique Tools & Early Catalogs; Pocket Knives; 
Decoys & Fish Lures; Jewelry & Silver; Textile; Great 
Selection of Smalls; Many More Fine Items!

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com  

I.A.F.L. #44000128
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MARKETPLACE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Byron School 
Transportation
Open Positions

• Substitute Bus Drivers
• Bus Monitor

Call Barb at x 4400
815-234-5491 or apply online:

www.byron226.org
Click the ‘About Us’ tab, then

Employment Opportunities tab

07
31

20
23

Looking for fall time help driving truck 
(CDL) and grain cart driver. 

Must have a clean driving record. 
Experience with Ag related equipment  

a must. Forreston IL.  
Please contact Lori at 815-541-7296 and  

send resume to Loristuk@gmail.com

Truck Driver Employment 
Opportunity

Ogle County Highway Dept 
Applicants must be at least 18 
yrs of age and have a Class B 

CDL with Full Air Brakes.  
Apply in person 7:00 AM -  

3:30 PM or contact the office for 
an appllication.

Department will accept  
accplications until the position 
is filled, and the vacancy may 

close without notice.
Ogle County Highway Dept
1989 S IL Rt 2, Oregon, IL

815-732-2851
highway@oglecountyil.gov

www.oglecountyil.gov

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

3225 E. Ridgewood Ct., Oregon
Sat 8/19 - Sun 8/20

7AM to 5PM
Furniture, household & misc. items

MovingSale

              Silent 
             Auction
3479 N. Willow Rd., Mt. Morris
Open house/concealed bidding

Friday, Aug. 25th 8am-6pm
Sat., Aug. 26th 8am-4pm

10 acre 
farm

Big Carport Sale Aug. 17th to 20th
Mount Morris at Lot 83. 7 to 5

Lots of fishing stuff - poles all lengths, fish 
finders, air tools, portable air compressor, nail 
gun, staple gun, lawn mower, bikes, exercise 
bench, blankets, towels, bedding, food saver, 
4 kitchen chairs, Christmas stuff, 30 inch 
range hood, pizza oven slow cooker, track 
lighting kit, Nascar stuff, vintage roller skates, 
shop vacuums, Hamilton cooker, air mat-
tress, power washer, battery charger, silver 
tea sets, boat seat, curry vacuum, like new 
electric blankets, Dewalt radios, lots more 
stuff. Don’t want to miss this one. All priced to 
go. No baby stuff.

Kittens for Sale 
$20

Friendly & Active
Litter-Box Trained

Contact Lori: 
815-247-8700

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS.  

Water, sewer, garbage inc.  
w/most units. HOUSES 

some w/garages, all in like 
new condition.  

Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn Care 
and Tree Work. Mowing, 
bushes, spring clean 
up, weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 

and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

FOR SALE - Call 
Kersten’s to orders 
Michigan Peaches & 
Blueberries. Gerald 779-
861-2546 (08-16-23)

FOR SALE - Floral 
Antique Couch. Newly 
Upholstered. Call 
Randy. 779-775-3297 
(08-16-23)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Newly Remodeled One-
Bedroom apartment for 
rent, furnished with full 
basement. 815-751-
4792. (08-16-23)

509   509   
HOUSE FOR RENTHOUSE FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT: 
Three bedroom house 
near Franklin Grove, 
no pets. Call 815-456-
2453. (08-13-23)

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS
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SENIOR LIFESTYLES

DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

Farrell-Holland-Gale
Funeral Homes

110 S. 7th St.
 Oregon

815-732-7272

506 W. Merchant St.
Byron

815-234-2631

136 W. Roosevelt
Stillman Valley
815-645-2727

Funeral and Burial Prearrangement
and Prefinancing Available

303 E. Main St.
857-2611

204 S. Ottawa Ave.
288-2241

Christopher E. Jones Patrick R. Jones, Jr.

THE heart has 
been character-
ized as the en-

gine that makes the human 
body run. If that metaphor 
is not exactly spot-on, 
it still serves as a good 
indicator as to just how 
vital a healthy heart is to 
the human body.

Despite the importance 
of a healthy heart, diseases 
that affect the heart remain 
the single greatest cause 
of death across the globe. 
According to the World 
Health Organization, 
cardiovascular diseases 
(CVDs) are the leading 
cause of death globally, 
claiming roughly 18 mil-
lion lives each year. Vari-
ous factors can adversely 
affect how well the heart 
functions, and that in-
cludes irregular heart beat, 
also known as arrhythmia. 
Atrial fibrillation (AFib) 
is the most common form 
of arrhythmia, and it be-
hooves anyone to gain a 
greater understanding of 
this condition.

The Cleveland Clinic 
notes that AFib is an ar-
rhythmia that begins in 
the upper chambers of 
the heart known as the 
atria. When a person has 
AFib, these chambers 
beat irregularly, and the 
American Heart Associa-
tion reports that, when this 
occurs, blood pools in the 
area because not enough 
blood is being pumped out 
of the atria. That pooled 
blood can clot and pose a 
serious threat.

The AHA notes that, 
if a clot forms, the blood 
can be pumped out of the 
heart to the brain, which 
blocks the blood supply 
to the brain and ultimately 
results in stroke. In fact, 
AHA data indicates be-
tween 15 and 20 percent of 
people who have strokes 
have AFib. In addition, the 
Heart and Stroke Founda-
tion of Canada reports that 
one-fourth of all strokes 
affecting people 40 and 
older are caused by AFib.

The Cleveland Clinic 

notes that some people 
with AFib experience no 
symptoms. Such is the 
case in people whose 
ventricles are beating at a 
normal or slightly elevat-
ed pace. When ventricles 
begin to beat faster, then 
individuals may experi-
ence symptoms that can 
include:

• Extreme fatigue
• Irregular heartbeat
• Heart palpitations
• Feeling of butterflies 

or fish flopping in the chest
• Dizziness or light-

headedness
• Fainting
• Shortness of breath
• Chest pain
The AHA notes that 

adopting and maintaining 
a heart-healthy lifestyle 
is the best way to control 
AFib risk. Such a lifestyle 
includes:

• Regular physical ac-
tivity

• Adherence to a heart-
healthy diet that is low in 
salt, saturated fats, trans 
fats, and cholesterol

What to know about atrial fibrillation

• Controlling blood 
pressure, including man-
agement of high blood 
pressure

• Avoid excessive con-
sumption of alcohol and 
caffeine

• Avoid smoking
• Maintain healthy cho-

lesterol levels
• Maintain a healthy 

weight
Researchers behind a 

2021 study published in 
the journal Progress in 
Cardiovascular Diseases 
note that AFib has some-
times been characterized 

as the cardiovascular ep-
idemic of the twenty-first 
century. Such a character-
ization underscores how 
significant a global health 
threat AFib can be. 

More information 
about AFib can be found 
at heart.org.

SENIORS and older 
adults did not seem 
to get the memo 

regarding inflation. As the 
world continues to navigate 
a cost-of-living increase, 
internal data from Bank 
of America indicates that 
Baby Boomers (people 
born between 1946 and 
1964) and Traditionalists 
(individuals born between 
1928 and 1945) are spend-
ing more while younger 
generations are cutting 
back. Between May 2021 
and May 2022, spending by 
Traditionalists increased by 
more than 5 percent while 
Baby Boomer spending 
rose by 2.2 percent. That up-
tick occurred while younger 
generations’ spending fell 
by 1.5 percent.

Seniors seem to be on 
the go, and that’s something 
holiday shoppers can keep 
in mind as they look for 
gifts for their aging parents, 
grandparents and others. 
With that in mind, shoppers 

can consider these gifts that 
align well with the lifestyles 
of seniors who are out and 
about and making the most 
of their free time.

• Golf clubs or additional 
golf gear: Data from the 
National Golf Foundation 
indicated that more than 
34 million people in the 
United States played golf 
in 2019, and 15 percent of 
those players were 65 and 
over. A new set of custom-fit 
clubs can help seniors take 
their game to the next 
level. Such clubs can be 
expensive, so they make 
a great tandem gift from 
children and grandchildren 
who pool their resources. If 
new clubs are not necessary 
or too costly, a single club, 
such as  a new driver or 
putter, makes for a great 
gift as well. Gear like a new 
golf bag, new spikes and 
new course-friendly attire 
also makes a great gift for 
seniors who love the links.

• Travel gifts: The 2023 

Tailor-made gifts for 
on-the-go seniors

AARP Travel Trends sur-
vey found that 85 percent 
of older travelers rank 
travel in their top three 
priorities for discretionary 
spending. The appeal of 
travel has not worn off 
for modern seniors, and 
shoppers can keep that in 
mind this holiday season. 
New luggage, travel miles 
earned through a credit 
card, unique experiences 
at senior travelers’ next 
destination, air tags that can 
keep track of luggage, and 
a world travel adapter that 
can convert plugs in any 
country across the globe 
are just a few of the many 
travel gifts shoppers can 
give on-the-go seniors this 
December.

• Exercise gear: The 
National Council on Aging 
notes that adults who exer-
cise after turning 65 contin-
ue to reap the same rewards 
that improve quality of 
life among younger men 
and women. In addition to 
boosting immunity, exer-
cising after 65 continues 
to improve mood so long 
as seniors stay the course. 
Exercise gear, including 
attire and appropriate foot-
wear, can reduce injury risk 
and help seniors feel more 
comfortable while breaking 
a sweat. 

• Spa session: All that 
activity is good for the body, 
but so is a little post-activity 
rest and relaxation. A day 
at the spa, where seniors 
can get a massage, take a 
mental break and address 
minor aches and pains can 
be just the thing seniors 
need to recover in time for 
their next excursion. Any 
number of gifts can make 
this holiday season special 
for seniors who continue 
to get up and go each day. 
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TIRED OF
OVERPAYING?
OUR PRICE VS. AREA AVERAGE

Thyroid
Panel: ..... $111 vs. $409
Lipid: ...... $45   vs. $200
CBC: ....... $21   vs. $135

832 N. Galena Ave. Dixon  |  404 W. Blackhawk Ste. 101, Byron, IL
815-677-9384  |  www.valuelab-dixon.com

WE ACCEPT  WE ACCEPT  
MEDICARE & MEDICAIDMEDICARE & MEDICAID

BYRON BYRON 
LOCATION LOCATION 

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!

Offering thousands of tests at prices you can afford.  
Give us a call.

We are here to help Mon-Fri 7am-4pm

THE death of a 
loved is difficult 
to confront. Emo-

tions are elevated and 
grief is prominent. which 
can make it hard to make 
important decisions. Quite 
often several people need 
to come together to make 
decisions necessary for a 
family member’s funeral 
arrangements. There also 
is a financial component 
to consider. 

According to Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance 
Company, the average fu-
neral costs between $7,000 
and $12,000, which may or 
may not include viewing, 
burial, transport, casket, 
and other fees. Surviving 
family members responsi-
ble for planning a funeral 
may be asked to contribute 
a portion of these expenses 
if other arrangements have 
not already been made, 
which can exacerbate 
stressful feelings during 
an already difficult time.

Funeral pre-planning is 
a good way for individuals 
to make a difficult time 

a little more manageable 
for their survivors. Fu-
neral homes frequently 
work hand-in-hand with 
individuals and families 
to customize pre-planning 
packages and facilitate the 
process. Here’s a rundown 
of pre-planning as individ-
uals consider their options.

Pre-planning a funeral 
enables people to consider 
all of the options without 
the time constraints of mak-
ing funeral arrangements 
directly after the passing 
of a loved one. A knowl-
edgeable staff member at a 
funeral home, can explain 
the offerings and answer 
any questions.

Unless an individual has 
planned a funeral in the 
past, there could be a lot of 
unknowns. Funeral homes 
handle these events every 
day and can guide families 
through the intricacies of 
the process with ease. Most 
have pre-planning kits that 
include all of the essentials 
of the process, such as 
choosing caskets, deciding 
on prayer cards and design-

ing floral arrangements.
Working directly with 

a professional also helps 
alleviate the burden on 
family members, who may 
not agree on arrangements 
or concur on what they 
believe would be a loved 
one’s final wishes. When 
pre-planning a funeral, 
individuals can spell out 
in their own words exact-
ly what they desire and 
even finance the funeral in 
advance. 

A funeral home staff 
member can go over the 
various ways to fund funer-
al expenses, and may work 
out a payment schedule 
to spread out the expense 
over a period of time. He or 
she also may explain how 
funeral prearrangement 
can be a way to “spend 
down” assets in a way that 
protects those monies from 
look-back periods when 
determining eligibility for 
certain assisted living or 
nursing facilities should 
that be required in the fu-
ture. Very often a funeral 
home is a conduit that facil-

Funeral pre-planning with a professional eases anxiety
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itates all facets of the funer-
al process. They may reach 
out to a preferred house of 
worship to organize a mass 

or other religious service, 
and will also contact the 
cemetery and work with 
them to secure a plot and 

deed. This also alleviates 
pressure down the line on 
grieving family members 
who need time to mourn.
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MANY adults 
nearing re-
tirement age 

count down the days until 
they can bid adieu to the 
daily tasks of commuting 
and working so they can 
enjoy much more time for 
recreation, travel or what-
ever is they aspire to do.

As enticing as unending 
free time may seem, some 
retirees find it is not ideal 
to be entirely free from the 
responsibility of working. 
As current seniors can 
attest, inflation can drive 
up the costs of living, 
meaning that seniors who 
were once able to afford 
a certain retirement life-
style may no longer enjoy 
that hard-earned luxury. 
Others may miss the daily 
opportunities to socialize 
that working provides, or 
the way problem-solving 
on the job stimulates the 
brain. But even retirees 
who miss working may 
not be ready to return to 
the workforce full-time. 
That can make part-time 
employment an ideal fit 
for mature workers.

Here’s a look at some 
part-time positions that 
could be a good fit for 

older adults reentering the 
workforce.

Working in retail opens 
seniors up to a wide array 
of responsibilities and 
scenarios. Jobs may in-
clude greeting customers, 
making sales, putting out 
inventory, and helping 
customers select merchan-
dise. Being personable 
and having good customer 
service skills are necessary 
traits to have when work-
ing in retail. Many stores 
offer part-time employees 
flexible hours so schedules 
can be customized.

Retirees who loved their 
job but wanted to spend less 
time doing it can return as 
consultants. According to 
The Balance: Money, indi-
viduals often find they earn 
more per hour working as 
consultants than they did 
as full-time staff members. 
Consulting is a way to share 
expertise and experience 
without making a full-time 
commitment.

A customer service rep-
resentative is tasked with 
helping customers solve 
problems and ensuring 
customer satisfaction. He 
or she may work ain a 
traditional office or store 

Great part-time jobs for retirees to enjoy

location, or answer calls 
and resolve issues from 
home.

Retirees may want to 
consider jobs working in 
schools or in related ca-
pacities. Driving a school 
bus is an option if people 
are willing to undergo the 
proper training and licens-

ing to operate this type of 
vehicle. Seniors also may 
consider working as lunch-
room aides or lunch service 
providers, crossing guards, 
substitute teachers, and 
paraprofessionals. School 
employees will only work 
a few hours during the day. 
They’ll also enjoy many 

holidays off as well as 
summer vacations.

Receptionists greet pa-
tients or customers in 
office settings. According 
to AARP, they are the 
welcoming faces of organi-
zations. Answering phones 
and light clerical work also 
may be required of recep-

tionists. Those who want 
to work off-peak hours can 
think about working nights 
and weekends in hospitals 
or skilled nursing facilities.

Seniors have many 
different options if they 
decide they want to return 
to the workforce in a part-
time capacity.

OF the roughly 55 
million people 
around the world 

living with dementia, 60 to 
70 percent are estimated to 
have Alzheimer’s disease, 
reports the Mayo Clinic.

Alzheimer’s disease is a 
progressive brain disorder 
marked first by mild mem-
ory loss that can worsen 
and lead to problems with 
communication and an 
inability to perform the 
activities of daily life. The 
condition is named for Dr. 
Alois Alzheimer. In 1906, 
Alzheimer noticed changes 
in the postmortem brain 
tissue of a woman who 
had died of unusual mental 
illness, which included 
symptoms of language 
problems, memory loss and 
unpredictable behavior. Her 
brain showed many abnor-
mal clumps and tangled 
bundles of fibers. According 
to the National Institute on 
Aging, doctors now know 
those clumps are amyloid 
plaques and the tangles are 
hallmarks of the disease.

The National Institutes 
of Health says Alzheimer’s 
disease is the seventh lead-
ing cause of death in the 
United States and is the most 

common dementia among 
older adults. While most 
people are familiar with 
Alzheimer’s, there is much 
more anyone can learn. The 
following are some interest-
ing facts about Alzheimer’s.

• The most common 
symptoms of Alzheimer’s 
involve a gradual decline 
in memory, reasoning, lan-
guage, coordination, mood, 
and behavior.

• The Cleveland Clinic 
says the buildup of plaques 
and tangles from an over-
abundance of amyloid 
and tau protein production 
block the communication 
between nerve cells and 
cause brain cells to die, 
thus contributing to Alz-
heimer’s. Nerve cell death 
starts in the hippocampus, 
the area of the brain that 
controls memory. Doctors 
are not entirely sure what 
causes this protein build-up.

• Many times family 
members are the first to rec-
ognize a friend or loved one 
forgetting newly learned in-
formation, especially recent 
events, places and names. 

• Issues with thinking and 
reasoning may include not 
wearing the right clothes for 
the weather or not knowing 

Interesting facts about Alzheimer’s disease
to use oven mitts when tak-
ing hot items out of the oven.

• Changes in the brain 
can begin years before 
initial symptoms appear, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention. Age is the biggest 
risk factor for Alzheimer’s. 
Researchers believe that 
genetics may play a role, but 
a genetic predisposition to 

Alzheimer’s does not make 
it an inevitability.

• A healthy lifestyle, 
which includes adequate 
physical activity, a nutri-
tious diet, limited alco-
hol consumption, and not 
smoking, may help people 
avoid Alzheimer’s.

• Alzheimer’s can rob 
a person of his or her per-
sonality. As the disease be-

comes more severe, mood 
swings, anger, depression, 
and anxiety may occur. This 
is combined with the pa-
tient forgetting who family 
members are and potentially 
lashing out or being disin-
terested in visitors.

• There is no cure for 
Alzheimer’s, but doctors 
use medical management 
to improve quality of life 

for patients and their care-
givers. Treatments may 
help maintain brain health 
and manage behavioral 
symptoms.

Alzheimer’s disease was 
first diagnosed at the start 
of the 20th century. Now, 
117 years later, it remains 
a major health issue af-
fecting millions of people 
worldwide.


