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Bohn celebrating 
100th birthday
Mendota’s Betty Lou 
(Chaon) Bohn will 
celebrate her 100th 
birthday on Aug. 26. 
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — No 
injuries were reported and 
a camper and detached 
garage were a total loss 
after a fire Sunday night 
near the intersection of 6th 
Street and 6th Avenue in 
Rochelle, Rochelle Fire 
Department Firefighter/
Paramedic Tyler Carls 
said. 

RFD received a call at 
9:50 p.m. with a report 
from a neighbor across the 
street from 601 6th Ave. 
that saw flames. Upon 
arrival, fire crews found 
heavy fire coming from 
a 24-foot pull-behind 
camper and a 24-by-24-
foot two-car detached 
garage. 

“The first-in companies 
pulled our primary attack 
line and started suppres-
sion efforts,” Carls said. 

See FIRE page 5

Prabhakar nears 50 years in tennis community
82-year-old: ‘A lot of my long-lasting friends are from tennis’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Over 
the weekend, John Pra-
bhakar competed in the 
Rochelle Tennis Tourna-
ment at 82 years old. He 
medaled in second in the 
senior doubles division 
with his partner, Roy 
Threlkeld.

Prabhakar is the oldest 
active player in Rochelle 
and is nearing 50 years 
of participating in the 
tennis community since 
moving to the city in 
1974. For him, that time 
has yielded a number of 
trophies from the Ro-
chelle Tennis Tournament 
and longtime friendships. 
Over 30 years ago he took 
on the role of organizing 
matches to keep the sport 
alive in town.

“You make a lot of 
friends playing tennis,” 
Prabhakar said. “A lot of 
my long-lasting friends 
are from tennis. Some-
where along the way, I 
started arranging tennis 
matches in town. And 
we’d go play in other 
towns too. Nobody else 
wanted to set them up, so 
I did it. I enjoy arranging 
the matches and match-

Over the weekend, John Prabhakar competed in the Rochelle Tennis Tournament at 82 years old. Prabhakar 
is the oldest active player in Rochelle and is nearing 50 years of participating in the tennis community since 
moving to the city in 1974.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

ing everyone up with 
someone that will be a 
challenge. I spend time 
on it. Even when I don’t 
play, I arrange matches 
sometimes. I’ve even 
done it when I was out 
of state.”

Prabhakar grew up in 
India, where the common 
sports are field hockey 
and cricket. He had no 
formal training in tennis 
there, but still managed to 
end up playing the sport in 
college. After moving to 

Rochelle, Prabhakar won 
the 1978 singles cham-
pionship at the Rochelle 
Tennis Tournament. He 
also holds 1985 trophies 
in doubles, mixed doubles 
and over-30 singles. He 
was half of the winning 

1988 doubles team. In 
2019, his doubles team 
won first place in the 
60-and-over division. In 
2021, his doubles team 
medaled in second. 

PRABHAKAR page 8

No injuries 
after fire on 
Sixth Avenue
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Last 
week, Paul Soost of Lu-
theran Church Charities 
K9 Comfort Dog Ministry 
brought Peace to Rochelle 
Community Hospital em-
ployees. Soost grew up in 
Rochelle. He now lives in 
Orlando and was back in the 
area for the national LCC 
K9 Comfort Dog Ministry 
Conference in Northbrook, 
Illinois. Peace, of course, 
is a  6.5-year-old purebred 
golden retriever service dog 
who has worked to bring 
comfort to those that need 
it for five years.

“We went to see the 
staff,” Soost said of the 
July 25 visit to RCH. “We 
know that healthcare pro-
viders and first responders 
have very stressful jobs. 
We wanted to be able to 
provide some comfort and 
relief to the staff at RCH. 
We went from department 
to department spending 
time with the staff in each 
of the areas. Two of the LCC 
comfort dogs that are more 
local have visited RCH in 
the past. We wanted to take 
the opportunity to bring 
Peace to them.”

LCC K9 Comfort Dog 
Ministry started in 2008. 

K9 Comfort Dog Peace visits Rochelle
LCC dogs respond to schools, hospitals, disaster areas

Last week, Paul Soost of Lutheran Church Charities K9 Comfort Dog Ministry 
brought Peace to Rochelle Community Hospital employees.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

It currently has about 130 
dogs in 27 states that do 
what Peace does. The na-
tional human care ministry 
embraces the nature and 

skills of golden retrievers. 
On a day-to-day basis, 

Soost and Peace will visit 
schools, nursing homes, 
hospitals, fire and police 

stations and anywhere else 
that they’re invited to pro-
vide comfort. 

See PEACE page 3
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OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2023

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Brought to you by:

Businesses & People! 
NEW CATEGORIES for 2023!

You’ve got to be in it to win it!

5th Annual

TERRI SCHAEFER

Special Thanks to Our Core Sponsors:

Nomination Phase

August 1st - August 14th

Nominate Your 
Farorites Now!

401 N. Main St.
Rochelle, IL • 815.562.5596

dimondbros.com

401 N. Main St.
Rochelle, IL • 815.562.5596

dimondbros.com

401 N. Main St.  |  Rochelle, IL 
815.562.5596  |  DimondBros.com

Dimond Bros

OREGON — This 
year’s Ogle County 4-H 
cat show was held at 
the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau in Oregon on 

Monday, June 26. 
Cats are judged on 

their physical condition, 
cleanliness and presen-
tation, temperament, 

appearance, good health, 
alertness, and graceful 
movement. 4-H’ers re-
ceive ratings based on 
their knowledge about 

the care and grooming of 
their entry and the cat it-
self. Please see below for 
the results of the show.

Champion  Jun io r 

Showmanship- Andrew 
Hickman, Byron; Cham-
pion Senior Showman-
ship- Kaden Lingbeck, 
Leaf River; 

Champion Feline- An-
drew Hickman, Byron 
and Champion Cage or 
Carrier- Andrew Hick-
man, Byron

This year’s Ogle County 4-H cat show was held at the Ogle County Farm Bureau in Oregon on Monday, June 26. Champion Senior Showmanship winner, Kaden 
Lingbeck, Leaf River. Champion Junior Showmanship winner Andrew Hickman, Byron. Andrew Hickman, Byron, won Champion Cage or Carrier award.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Ogle County 4-H Fair cat award winners named

BYRON — The Ogle 
County Educational Coop-
erative and the STEP Work 
Program want to extend 
appreciation to the area em-
ployers, schools and organi-
zations who have supported 
our student workers through-
out the 2022-23 school year.  
We look forward to continu-
ing our partnerships with 
these local organizations 
during the upcoming school 
year 2023-24. Many local 
businesses participate by 
helping train students about 
building good work habits, 
communication skills and 
being a reliable employee 
in the workforce.

Thank you to those that 
participated this year: Al-
fano’s Pizzeria - Oregon 
and Rochelle, Allied-Locke 
Industries, INC, Amboy 
Central School, Amboy 
High School, Ashton-Frank-

lin Center High School, 
Benny’s Corner Market 
- Rochelle, Blue Beacon 
Truck Wash - Rochelle, 
Casey’s - Byron, Cass Chi-
ropractic Clinic, Chana 
Education Center, Changes 
Counseling, LLC - Rochelle, 
Classic Cinemas Lindo The-
atre, Cornett’s Chana Tap, 
Country School Restaurant, 
Danlee Wood Products, 
Double-O Saloon and Grill, 
Elite Services, European 
Service at Home, EZ-Drops, 
Fearer Nye & Chadwick, 
LLC - Rochelle, Fibbers 
Bar and Grill, First and Main 
Makers Market, Fitness 
Junction, Fritz’s Wooden 
Nickel, Godfather’s Pizza 
Express - Monroe Center, 
Hardee’s - Rochelle, Hidden 
Timber Gardens, Highland 
Elementary School, Holiday 
Inn Express - Rochelle, Hope 
Chest Thrift Store, Jonamac 

Orchard, Julia Hull Library, 
Ken Nelson Auto Group, 
Koeller Forreston Hard-
ware, La Vigna Restaurant, 
Loescher Collision Center, 
McDonald’s - Dixon, Ore-
gon and Rochelle, Meiborg 
Brothers, INC, Meridian Jr. 
High School, New Hope 
Fellowship Church, Ogle 
County Circuit Clerk Kim-
berly Stahl’s office, Oregon 
Park District Children’s 
Center Program, Oregon 
SuperValu, Pinecrest Com-
munity,  Polo High School, 
Polo Rehab and Health 
Care Center, Reign XT, 
Rochelle Township High 
School, Royal Blue Gen-
eral Store, Seward Screw, 
LLC, Stillman Valley Auto 
Care, Stillman Valley High 
School, St. Paul Lutheran 
School - Rochelle, Sub-
way - Forreston, The REC 
Center-Flagg Rochelle Park 

District, The Serenity Shed, 
The Village Bakery, Tilton 
Elementary School, Valley 
Covenant Church, Vince’s 
Pizza, Walgreens - Rochelle, 
Wendy’s - Rochelle and 
Chana Winterland Exca-
vating.

Employers, schools and 
organizations work in coop-
eration with OCEC and the 
STEP Work Program to help 
students learn all aspects of 
employment while gaining 
valuable work experience.  
Students may also receive 
credit and a grade for par-
ticipating in the STEP Work 
Program. The program has 
specific criteria for eligibility 
as it relates to students with 
Individual Education Plans. 

For more information, 
contact Toby Luxton, OCEC 
STEP Work Program coor-
dinator at 815-234-2722 ext. 
1011 or tluxton@ocecil.org.  

OCEC STEP Work Program appreciative of local support



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 3WEDNESDAY, AUG. 2, 2023

LOCAL NEWS

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

CAR SHOW COMMITTEE CAR SHOW COMMITTEE 
50/50 DRAWING50/50 DRAWING

AMBOY:  
The Last Alarm

Jones Berry Lumber

The Long Branch Saloon

Two Sisters on Main

Depot Tap

Shell Expresslane

The Bears Den

The Mower Shop

Revolution Wellness

Pine View Campground

Mendota Hills Campground

Green River Oaks Campground 

DIXON:  
Shamrock Pub

SUBLETTE:  
Sublette General Store

Sublette Saloon

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.

Local Cup & Cake

ASHTON:  
Ashton Auto Repair

FRANKLIN GROVE:  
Rev on 38

Rooney’s

OHIO:  
Harry’s Pub & Grub

Drawing Sunday, Aug. 27 
after the Car Show
Proceeds to benefit 
Community Projects

2022 Winner - 
$99,430

This year we are giving 
away $2,500 Cash  

Prizes to 4 Winners!
(Winners need not be present to win)

WORLD FAMOUS AMBOY DEPOT DAYS

On sale 
now!

07
31

20
23

O
C

L

Ticket sales will end on 
Saturday at noon, at the 

Ashton, Dixon, Ohio, 
Franklin Grove and Sublette 

locations.
Most Amboy locations will 
sell tickets until noon on 

Sunday. 
Tickets may also be 

purchased at two locations 
on Main Street during 
Depot Days festivities 

each evening & all day on 
Sunday.

For more information, check 
out Amboy Depot Days 50/50 

Drawing on Facebook

Get your tickets NOW from any 
of the following 21 locations:  

$1 each or 6 for $5

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

OREGON — Over 
the winter on Feb. 11, the 
10th Annual Northern 
Illinois Belt Sander Drag 
Races were held with over 
20 sanders in the stock 
class and over 30 in a 
highly-competitive mod-
ified class. With over 350 
guests in attendance, they 

raised over $11,000 for the 
Village of Progress and had 
a lot of fun in the process. 

“Wow is about all we 
can say,” a VOP press 
release said. “Sometimes 
‘stuff’ surprises you and 
this one surprised us. Jane 
Hart called the Village 
and explained her grand-

son, Cameron, attends the 
Village of Progress via 
our Attendance Grant Pro-
gram.  Her family wanted 
to feature the Village of 
Progress at an annual event 
that they do and said they 
hoped to raise some money 
for The Attendance Grant 
Program in the process. 

When she called a few 
weeks later to explain 
they had had a check for 
$11,000 - we were needless 
to say surprised.”

The Northern Illinois 
Belt Sander Drag Races 
started in the Rochelle area 
in 2012 when some friends 
got together with the idea 

that anything can become 
a competition, including 
racing power tools.

They started by building 
a wooden track that would 
harness all the power of 
belt sanders. The first year 
there were approximately 
16 sanders that were all 
in the “stock” class with 

around 50 attendees.
The Attendance Grant 

Program is a unique benefit 
provided by the Village of 
Progress. The Attendance 
Grant Program lets indi-
viduals who are on the 
state’s waiting list attend 
the Village on a part-time 
basis — free of charge.

Northern Illinois Belt Sander Drag Races organization donates to VOP
Over the winter on Feb. 11, the 10th Annual Northern Illinois Belt Sander Drag Races were held with over 20 sanders in the stock class and over 30 in a highly-
competitive modified class. With over 350 guests in attendance, they raised over $11,000 for the Village of Progress.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

From page 1

In times of natural 
or man-made disasters, 
Peace and dogs like her 
are deployed in small 
groups or as part of a team 
to provide comfort on a 
larger scale. Rochelle had 
comfort dogs that came 
to town in 2015 after the 
EF4 tornado hit the area.

Peace and Soost has 
responded to three hur-
ricanes, twice in Florida 
and once in Elberta, Ala-
bama, to provide comfort 
to families affected by 
them. Most recently, they 
were in Ft. Myers, Florida 
after Hurricane Ian hit. 

In July 2021, the pair 
were in Surfside, Florida 
after a condo collapse. 
Peace was part of a team 
of dogs there to provide 
comfort. She and Soost 
primarily focused on first 
responders, and met with 
fire and rescue teams after 
their 12-hour shifts in 
recovery efforts.

Peace was also de-
ployed twice to Uval-
de, Texas following the 
school shooting that took 
place there.

“We deployed last 
September when the kids 
were getting ready to go 
back to school,” Soost 
said. “We went for one 
week and were part of 
a three-week mission to 
provide comfort to the 
students as they came 
back to school for the first 
time after the shooting. 
We were just back in 
Uvalde in May for the 
one-year remembrance 
of the school shooting.”

Soost’s church, Trin-
ity Lutheran Church 
in downtown Orlando, 
learned about the LCC K9 
Comfort Dog Ministry af-
ter the shootings at Pulse 
nightclub in Orlando 
where 49 lives were lost. 
Soost and his church saw 
the 12 comfort dogs that 
came to the city for two 

PEACE: Rochelle’s Soost brings K9 comfort dog to the Hub City
weeks to provide com-
fort, as they were home 
based on their campus.

“We saw the dogs and 
teams in action and were 
able to talk with and learn 
from them,” Soost said. 
“We could truly see the 
impact that the dogs had 
with people that were 
grieving. We wanted to 
get involved with this 
ministry. We put in a 
request to get a dog and 
Peace came in on July 1, 
2018 at 18 months old. 
I have five members on 
my team and seven on 
my ministry team for a 
total of 12.”

Soost called his and 

Peace’s work “a real 
blessing” and said he 
enjoys helping to pro-
vide a moment of relief 
for those going through 
tough times. He said LCC 
K9 Comfort Dog Min-
istry loves developing 
relationships with com-
munities that have gone 
through tragedies and the 
support doesn’t end when 
dogs and handlers leave. 

“At our conference 
one of our surprise guests 
was our primary contact 
from the Uvalde school 
district,” Soost said. “She 
had come in to thank the 
teams that had deployed 
and just to share a little 

bit of the progress and 
the steps they’ve made 
in recovering and heal-
ing. They’ll never be 
completely the same, 
but knowing that we’re a 
small part of their healing 
and helping them get 
through on a day-to-day 
basis is so meaningful 
and rewarding.”

Soost believes the 
work was a calling for 
him. He recalled a day 
when he took Peace to 
a school in Ft. Myers 
where a student’s father 
had recently passed away. 

“We went into the 
second grade classroom 
and the kids were sitting 

in a circle in the middle 
of the room,” Soost said. 
“Peace kept trying to get 
into the circle and I kept 
trying to slow her down. 
She walked in between 
two kids and laid down 
and put her head on 
one boy’s lap. I saw the 
teacher had tears in her 
eyes, and she said that 
was the student who lost 
their father. The dogs just 
have this natural sense of 

who needs them. To see 
that boy smile, knowing 
the grief and pain that 
he’d gone through, was 
so heartwarming and con-
firms why we do what we 
do on a day-to-day basis.” 

For more information 
on the LCC K9 Comfort 
Dog Ministry, visit on-
line at www.Lutheran-
ChurchCharities.org or 
online at www.K9com-
fort.org. 
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Any arrests listed in this 
paper are merely charges 

and the defendants are 
presumed innocent unless 

proven guilty in a court 
of law. Please note that all 

police reports received 
from the Rochelle Police, 

the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 

Illinois State Police, will be 
printed without exception. 
Requests to omit particular 

reports will not be 
considered or honored at 

any time.

REPORT POLICY

Properties available in  
Mendota, furnished or unfurnished

 
Efficiency apartments, houses with 1-4 
bedrooms and factory space available.
Personal and corporate rentals. Short 
term leases, prices negotiable, utilities 

included and credit application. 
Call or e-mail for appointment.  

708-380-7010 or cott811@yahoo.com

For Sale 
or Rent 
Options

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  
or Andrew Heiserman at 815-561-2123

ROCHELLE — Pa-
tricia Elaine Coons passed 
away at her home on Sunday, 
July 30, 2023 at the age of 76. 
Pat was born on Nov. 26, 
1946 in Rochelle to James 
and Eleanor Watson. Pat 
was proceeded in death by 
her parents, husband Gary 
Coons, and brothers David 
Watson and Larry (Sharon) 
Watson. 

She is survived by her 
brother James (Cathy) 
Watson, her daughter San-

dra Coons, granddaughters 
Abby Martin and Maggie 
Weber, great grandson 
Tate Martin, and many 
nieces and nephews. 
Pat retired from Eaton 
Corporation and was a 
lifetime Moose Club mem-
ber. She enjoyed spend-
ing time with her family, 
friends, and dog Charlie. 
A celebration of life will be 
held on Sunday, Aug. 13 at 1 
p.m. at the Rochelle Moose 
Club. Arrangements were 

entrusted to Beverage-Ly-
ons Family Funeral Home. 
Online condolences may be 
made at www.beveragely-
onsfamilyfh.com 

ANOKA, Minn. — Jo-
seph Frank Schlosser, 50, of 
Anoka, Minnesota, former-
ly of Rochelle, passed away 
Saturday, July 15, 2023, at 
his home. He was born Dec. 
10, 1972, in Rochelle, the 
son of Robert Schlosser and 
Catherine (Stein) Howle.

Joe was employed at 
Costa Rio Tex Mex in 
Anoka, Minnesota, where 
he was known as family. 
In his off time, he liked to 
go fishing, call and talk to 
family, listen to music and 
take care of his comfort pet.

Joe is survived by his 
parents, Robert Schlosser 
and Catherine Howle both 
of Rochelle; sister, Linda 

(Bill) Rains of Rochelle; 
grandmother, Mary Stein of 
DeKalb; nieces: Kristal Ta-
bor of Monroe Center, , and 
Nichole Rains of Toledo, 
Ohio; nephews: Matthew 
Tabor of Chicago, and 
Justin (McKayla) Rains of 
Polo; several great nephews 
and nieces and his comfort 
pet, Miss Kitty.

He is preceded in death 
by his nephew, Richard 
“Richie” Tabor Jr.; grand-
parents: Theodore and 
Mary Schlosser, and Gor-
man Stein; Uncle Patrick 
Stein and several more 
aunts and uncles.

A memorial service will 
be held at 3P.M., Monday, 

Aug. 7, 2023, at the Ung-
er-Horner Funeral Home, 
400 N. 6th St., Rochelle. 
Visitation will be from 2 
P.M. until the time of ser-
vice at the funeral home. 
Private interment will take 
place at a later date. Please 
visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online guest 
book.

Obituaries

Joseph Frank Schlosser

Patricia Elaine Coons

Annual Ogle County 4-H 
Blue Ribbon Livestock 
Auction set for Aug. 5

OREGON — The an-
nual 4-H Blue Ribbon 
Livestock Auction has been 
set for Saturday, Aug. 5. 
It will be held at the Ogle 
County Fair at the fair-
grounds in Oregon. The 4-H 
Auction Committee invites 
the public to support 4-H 
project work by bidding on 
a quality 4-H animal.

The auction will start at 
3 p.m. in the Beef Arena. 
It will feature 4-H market 
hogs, lambs, beef animals, 
goats, poultry and rabbits 
as well as the champion 
and reserve champion beef, 
swine, lamb and goat car-
casses.

Live animals may be 
purchased and sent to a 
locker or may be bought 
and resold at a slaughter-
house. Transportation to 
processing plants will be 
provided. A floor price 
will be set according to the 
current market trends the 
day of the auction. A list of 
current market prices will 
be available. Champion and 

Reserve Champion market 
animals will be sold first. 
Pork and lamb carcasses 
will be sold whole. Beef 
carcasses will be sold in 
halves. 

Auction order will be 
Sheep Carcass, Live Sheep, 
Live Poultry, Live Rabbits, 
Dairy Basket, Dairy & 
Meat Goat Wethers, Swine 
Carcass, Live Swine, Beef 
Carcass, Live Beef, Live 
Swine and Live Beef.

Auction flyers are avail-
able in the Ogle County 
Extension Office and on-
line at https://extension.
illinois.edu/bdo/4-h-ogle-
county. Bidding arrange-
ments can be made for 
interested parties who are 
unable to attend. For more 
information or if you need a 
reasonable accommodation 
to participate, please call 
the Ogle County Extension 
office at (815) 732-2191. 
Early requests are strongly 
encouraged to allow suffi-
cient time for meeting your 
access needs.

ROCHELLE – Girl 
Scouts of Northern Illinois 
received a generous $1,750 
grant from the Rochelle 
Area Community Foun-
dation on May 1. Funds 

from this grant are being 
used to support program-
ming designed to engage 
and empower current and 
future Latina and Hispan-
ic members within the 

organization, especially 
volunteers in the Rochelle 
area by translating current 
lesson and activity docu-
ments, as well as welcome 
documents, into Spanish.

GSNI would like to 
thank RACF for joining 
in the Girl Scout Mission 
where our future commu-
nity leaders have a space 
all their own.

Local Girl Scouts receive $1,750 grant from RACF

ROCHELLE — On 
July 28 at 12:26 a.m. a 
16-year-old juvenile of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
domestic battery.

On July 28 at 11:09 a.m. 
Angelo Aguinaga, 27, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
retail theft. He was released 

on an I-Bond with a Sept. 
1 Ogle County court date.

On July 30 at 1:43 p.m. 
Maria J. Alejos Salazar, 21, 
of Orlando, Florida was 
arrested for retail theft. She 
was released on an I-Bond 
with a Sept. 1 Ogle County 
court date.

On July 31 at 1:20 p.m. 
Jose A. Cosme Morales, 43, 
of Rockford was arrested 
for no valid driver’s license. 
He will have am Aug. 25 
Rochelle court date.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty.

OREGON — On July 
29 at 4:19 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
Moore Road and Illinois 
Route 64. After a brief 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Nathan Hand, 43, 
of Chana for driving while 
license suspended. Hand 
was released on a $2,500 
individual bond with a 
future court date.

On July 29 at approxi-
mately 1:11 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
within the 8,000 block 
of North Kishwaukee 
Road.  After an investi-
gation, deputies placed 
Mykhaela A. Cram, 21, 
of Rockford, under arrest 
for driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. Cram 
was additionally cited for 
following too closely and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Cram was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where she was 
held in lieu of bond. 

On July 29 at 8:50 p.m. 
deputies and Lynn-Scott-
Rock Fire Department 
responded to a single-ve-
hicle rollover in the 19,000 
block of East Lindenwood 
Road. After a brief investi-
gation, it was determined 
the GMC Envoy operated 
by a 17-year-old female 
from DeKalb swerved to 
miss a deer, lost control 
and rolled several times. 
The juvenile was trans-
ported to an area hospital 
for injuries.  

On July 29 at 10:54 p.m. 
deputies were dispatched 
to Lake Ladonna (1302 

S. Harmony Road) for a 
disturbance. After an in-
vestigation, Kayla Thom-
as, 36, of Rockford was 
arrested for two counts of 
domestic battery. Thomas 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in lieu 
of bond.

On July 29 at approxi-
mately 7:36 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 8,000 block of North 
Kishwaukee Road. Upon 
investigation, Suzanne J. 
Halvorson, 65, of Byron, 
was placed under arrest 
for driving while license 
revoked. Halvorson was 
also cited for operating 
a vehicle with suspended 
registration. Halvorson 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where she was 
held in lieu of bond.

On July 30 at 11:59 
p.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop on West Illinois 
Route 64 at Ridge Road for 

an equipment violation. 
After an investigation, 
Tyler Vegliando, 20, of 
Oregon, was arrested for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Vegliando was also issued 
a citation for no front reg-
istration. Vegliando was 
released from the scene on 
a signature I-Bond.  

On July 30 at approxi-
mately 4:56 p.m. deputies 
responded to an address in 
the 2,500 block of South 
Union Road in reference 
to a disturbance. After an 
investigation, Raymond 
Schultheis, 39, of Dixon, 
was placed under arrest 
for aggravated assault 
with a motor vehicle and 
battery. Schultheis was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held pending an appear-
ance before a judge.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make arrests

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to single-
vehicle rollover accident

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities Electric Department 
has scheduled a planned 
outage on Thursday, Aug. 
3 beginning at 5 p.m. 

and lasting no more than 
two hours in the areas of 
South 9th, 10th, 11th, and 
12th Streets. The outage is 
taking place for electrical 
upgrades being completed 

at the corner of 9th Street and 
1st Avenue.  Please avoid 
this intersection during the 
outage to assist the crews 
in completing their work in 
a safe and timely manner.

RMU planned outage is Thursday
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Kaiser _
Malinois lover?? I’m Kaiser, a 4 1/2 year 
old guy looking for a special forever home. 
You see I’m a working breed, so I need to 
live and love an experienced dog owner, 
one who would like to work with me and 
that understands Malinois, Shepherd or 
other working dog types. I’m a great boy who loves belly rubs, ear 
scratches and people! For fun I like playing, cuddling, and going for walks. I’d love to 
find an active person or family who will keep my super brain working as well as having 
good time. I already know a whole lot, in fact a volunteer nicknamed me Kaiser Von 
Smartipants! I’ve spent time playing with other dogs here and enjoy a good game of  
chase! Please come in and meet me...or tell your friends about me! I miss having a 
family of my own.
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
or

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of 
the Week Page!

Frozen treats in 

Moderation
Frozen treats, along with ice and iced-water are 
safe for dogs to eat and enjoy safely – as long as 
they enjoy them in moderation. If a dog eats or 

Did you know?
There are over 75 million 

pet dogs in the U.S.—
more than in any other 

country
Approximately 94 million cats in 

the United States are the proud owners  
of humans

24/7 ANIMAL POISON CONTROL CENTER:  
855-764-7661

OREGON — This 
year’s multi-county 4-H 
horse show was held at 
Amber Sun Acres in Malta 
on Saturday, July 8. This 
is the sixth year that Ogle 
and DeKalb counties held 
a combined show. Sixteen 
4-H members competed 
in the show. Results are 
listed below.

Champion  Jun io r 
Showmanship- Addison 

Yordy, Ogle. Reserve 
Champion Junior Show-
manship- Addison Diehl, 
Ogle. Champion Senior 
Showmanship- Molly 
Ziegler, Ogle. Reserve 
Champion Senior Show-
manship- Hannah Treme, 
DeKalb. Grand Champion 
Horse at Halter- Adalyn 
Bocker, Ogle. Reserve 
Champion Horse at Hal-
ter- Lily Hongsermeier, 

Ogle. Junior Grand Cham-
pion Performance Horse- 
Adalyn Bocker, Ogle. 
Reserve Junior Grand 
Champion Performance 
Horse- Addison Yordy, 
Ogle. Senior Grand Cham-
pion Performance Horse- 
Molly Ziegler, Ogle. Ju-
nior Grand Champion 
Horsemanship- Addison 
Diehl, Ogle. Reserve 
Junior Grand Champion 

Horsemanship- Adalyn 
Bocker, Ogle. Senior 
Grand Champion Horse-
manship- Molly Ziegler, 
Ogle. Junior Equine 
Sportsmanship Award- Al-
yse Roger, Ogle. Reserve 
Junior Equine Sports-
manship Award- Piper 
Johnson, Ogle. Senior 
Equine Sportsmanship 
Award- Hannah Treme, 
DeKalb. Reserve Senior 

Equine Sportsmanship 
Award- Molly Ziegler, 
Ogle. Junior Performance 
High Point Award- Addi-
son Yordy, Ogle. Reserve 
Junior Performance High 
Point Award (tie)- Alyse 
Roger, Ogle and Brynjar 
Huss, DeKalb. Senior 
Performance High Point 
Award- Molly Ziegler, 
Ogle. Reserve Senior 
Performance High Point 

Award (tie)- Hannah 
Treme, DeKalb and Lexi 
Suddeth, DeKalb. Junior 
Horse Speed Award- Ad-
dison Yordy, Ogle. Re-
serve Junior Horse Speed 
Award- Tessa Bruns, 
Ogle. Senior Horse Speed 
Award- Lexi Suddeth, 
DeKalb. Reserve Senior 
Horse Speed Award (tie)- 
Hannah Treme, DeKalb 
and Molly Ziegler, Ogle.

Local 4-H youth take home awards at horse show
This year’s multi-county 4-H horse show was held at Amber Sun Acres in Malta on Saturday, July 8. Ogle County 4-H member, Molly Ziegler and Addison Yordy, Ogle 
County, with her horse and award, are seen above.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

From page 1

“There was a hydrant 
within 75 feet of the fire 
building, so they were able 
to get positive water right 
away, which allowed us 
to use our master stream, 
which is mounted to the 
top of the fire truck, and 
that helped us to quickly 
get the fire under control.”

Carls said one building 
to the west across the 
alley from the fire was 
sustaining radiant heat 
damage, but crews were 
able to get water on it 
to prevent the fire from 
spreading further. Also 
responding Sunday night 
were Ogle-Lee Fire Pro-
tection District stations of 
Flagg Center, Hillcrest, 
Steward and Creston, 
and an ambulance from 
Ashton and the state fire 
marshal’s office.

Carls said the fire was 
fortunately near the Ro-
chelle Fire station. 

“We received the alarm 
and the five firefighters on 
duty were able to respond 
quickly in under a minute 
and were able to quickly 
suppress the fire,” Carls 
said “If it was further 
away, the damage would 
have been a lot more sig-
nificant than it was. The 
first company definitely 
had a very complex situ-

ation. There was a vehicle 
and a building on fire with 
exposure to other struc-
tures. The first-in officer 
has to make decisions 
pretty quickly on where 
to apply water and do 
an analysis on where the 
fire’s been and where it’s 
at and where it’s going. 
The crews definitely faced 
kind of a challenging 
fire last night. But they 
were able to make good 
decisions and we had a 
positive outcome.”

Fire officials estimate 
the damage at rough-
ly $100,000. A vehicle 
parked adjacent to the 
garage sustained damage 
as well but was not totaled. 
The building across the 
alley to the west sustained 
vinyl siding damage and 
some window damage. 

Fire crews were on 
scene until 1:15 a.m. 
Monday. The cause of the 
fire is under investigation. 
Carls said the fire was not 
suspicious in nature.

”RFD and Ogle-Lee 
worked well together,” 
Carls said. “Our addition 
of staff that we recently 
hired definitely made the 
outcome much better. 
Having the extra fire-
fighter on the apparatus 
allows us to do more jobs 
and more tasks without 
delaying that time. We 

FIRE: Camper and detached garage a total loss after Sunday blaze

were able to get good 
water on the fire, protect 
exposures and nobody got 
hurt. That’s always a win 
in our book.”

Carls applauded the 
neighbor that called the 

fire in, when it could 
have potentially gone 
unnoticed for a time due 
to how late it was at night, 

“We definitely applaud 
the citizens in this com-
munity,” Carls said. “Ev-

erybody is very attentive 
to detail in their neigh-
borhoods. Fortunately 
somebody was outside at 
the time that was able to 
witness the fire and im-
mediately contacted 911 

and made sure that the 
occupant of the residence 
knew that the building was 
on fire. We applaud them 
for being heads up and 
having some situational 
awareness.”

No injuries were reported and a camper and detached garage were a total loss after a fire Sunday night near 
the intersection of 6th Street and 6th Avenue in Rochelle, Rochelle Fire Department Firefighter/Paramedic 
Tyler Carls said. 

(PHOTO BY JENNIFER SIMMONS)
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible 
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our 

readers. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity 
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not 

be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten 
signature of the writer and include address and 
phone number or e-mail address for verification 
purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed 

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name of an 
individual. Any criticism of public officials should 

be limited to issues related strictly to their position 
or actions made in office, as personal attacks will 

not be published. Letters involving private disputes 
between the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters from candidates endorsing 
themselves will not be printed. Letters may be 

dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 

Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-
leader.com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any reason, 

and letters chosen for publication do not necessarily 
reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger       bohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen            lpillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson     jthompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales       kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

NO doubt that 
biofuels like 
soy diesel and 

ethanol add tremendous 
value to the crops farm-
ers produce. That is why 
we keep negotiating with 
EPA to expand the use of 
these clean-burning re-
newable fuels. It has been 
a struggle mainly because 
of politics, not facts. With 
all the hype about moving 
vehicles towards electric 
it’s no wonder farmers are 
worried. In the meantime 
let’s look at how the EPA 
views the renewable fuels 
industry compliments of 
American Farm Bureau.

In December, the En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) issued a 
proposed multi-year rule 
on renewable fuel require-
ments for the liquid fuel 
industry. On June 21, they 
issued a final version of 
that rule that establishes 
RVO targets and percent-
age standards for 2023 to 
2025 and modifies the RFS 
program. This market intel 
provides an analysis of the 
changes to the RFS stan-
dards and their potential 
impacts on farmers.

The RFS program was 
established in 2005 and 
expanded under the Ener-
gy Independence and Se-
curity Act of 2007, which 
specified mandatory vol-
umes of renewable liquid 
fuel use only through 2022 
and required EPA to set 
levels after that. In this 
rule EPA is establishing 

final Renewable Volume 
Obligations (RVO) for 
2023-2025 – volumes of 
fuels of various categories 
that the liquid fuel industry 
is required to incorpo-
rate into their supply to 
replace petroleum-based 
fuel for all categories 
under its authority. When 
determining RVOs for 
years after 2022, EPA 
must consider a variety 
of factors specified in the 
statute, including costs, air 
quality, climate change, 
implementation of the 
program to date, energy 
security, infrastructure 
issues, commodity prices, 
water quality and supply.

EPA was required by 
statute to release its 2023 
RVO levels by November 
2021. Pushed by legal ac-
tion by Growth Energy, a 
national biofuels associa-
tion, and a under a consent 
decree agreement reached 
in federal court between 
EPA and Growth Energy, 
the final rule was finally 
published on June 21.

The final rule increas-
es total renewable fuel 
volumes to 22.33 billion 
gallons by 2025, up 1.7 
billion gallons, or eight 
percent, from 2022. This 
includes an increase of 120 
million gallons in 2023, 
another 600-million-gal-
lon increase in 2024, and 
a final increase of 790 
million gallons in 2025. 

Biomass diesel: The 
final rule increases bio-
mass-based diesel RVOs 

(which includes biodiesel, 
renewable diesel, heating 
oil and jet fuel) by 60 
million gallons to 2.82 
billion gallons in 2023, 
by 220 million gallons 
to 3.04 billion gallons in 
2024, and by 310 million 
gallons to 3.35 billion gal-
lons in 2025. The RVO is 
calculated by subtracting 
total advanced biofuel 
from total renewable fuel. 
According to a report by 
USDA’s Economic Re-
search Service, the United 
States had the capacity to 
produce over four billion 
gallons of biodiesel and 
renewable diesel from 83 
plants on Jan. 1, 2022.

Advanced biofuel: The 
final rule increases the 
RVO for advanced biofuel 
(made from qualifying 
biomass other than corn-
starch) by 310 million gal-
lons in 2023, 600 million 
gallons in 2024, and 790 
million gallons in 2025. 
The majority of growth in 
total renewable fuel comes 
from increases in the RVO 
for advanced biofuel.

Renewable Fuel: re-
fers to biofuel, including 
ethanol, derived from 
starch feedstocks. The 
implied conventional bio-
fuel requirement finalized 
by EPA is 15.25 billion 
gallons for 2023, and 15 
billion gallons for 2024 
and 2025. This was re-
duced from the proposed 
rule’s 250-million-gallon 
implied conventional fuel 
supplement through 2025.

Renewable Identifica-
tion Number (RINs) are 
attached to each gallon of 
renewable fuel produced. 
This is a measure of energy 
contained in each gallon of 
renewable fuel produced 
relative to the energy 
contained in one gallon 
of ethanol. One gallon 
of biomass-based diesel 
contains about 150% of 
the energy contained in 
one gallon of ethanol, 
so each gallon produced 
yields 1.5 RINs. For the 
final rule, EPA adjusted the 
conversion factor for bio-
mass-based diesel to 1.6.

The rule proposed by 
EPA in December 2022 
included the addition of a 
RIN-generating pathway 
for electricity made from 
renewable biomass and 
used as transportation 
fuel. The system was in-
tended to provide greater 
beneficial use of landfills 
and digesters as a source 
for renewable energy. 
EPA decided not to move 
forward with e-RINS in 
the final rule, citing varied 
comments from stake-
holders as the reason for 
this decision. EPA further 
attributes reductions in the 
cellulosic biofuel RVO to 
this decision.

On the soybean side, 
U.S biomass-based die-
sel supplies (including 
imports) were about 3.1 
billion gallons in 2021 and 
about 3.2 billion gallons 
in 2022. USDA now proj-
ects 12.5 billion pounds of 

soybean oil will be used to 
produce biodiesel during 
the 2023/24 marketing 
year, up nearly eight per-
cent over 2022. The use of 
soybean oil for biodiesel 
production as a percent 
of total consumption sur-
passed the use of corn 
for ethanol production in 
2020 and has continued 
to climb. 

EPA’s proposed rule sets 
RVOs for biomass-based 
diesel at 2.82 billion gal-
lons for 2023, 3.04 billion 
gallons in 2024, and 3.35 
billion gallons in 2025. 
According to the final rule, 
the 3.35-billion-gallon 
RVO for 2025 would be 
about 7.7 percent above 
2022 supply levels and 3.7 
percent above projected 
supplies for 2023/24. 

 The 5.95-billion-RIN 
RVO falls far short of 
the U.S. capacity of 14.3 
billion RINs. The RVO 
is increased significantly 
compared to the proposed 
rule, but it promises to lag 
behind renewable fuel 
production capacity, so it 
will limit the RFS’ short- 
and medium-term positive 
price impact on RINs 
and biofuels and curb the 
biomass-based industry’s 
policy-based incentive 
to grow. In the proposed 
rule, EPA included a 
250-million-gallon sup-
plemental increase over 
the 15-billion-gallon RVO 
for implied conventional 
fuel for 2024 and 2025. 
EPA did not include these 

additional gallons in the 
final rule, putting implied 
conventional fuel at 15 
billion gallons for 2023, 
2024 and 2025.

Renewable fuels have 
provided a significant 
and steady market for 
American growers. In 
the 2023/24 marketing 
year, 5.3 billion bushels 
of corn, nearly 37 percent 
of total U.S. consumption, 
are projected to be used by 
ethanol producers. At the 
same time, 12.5 billion 
pounds of soybean oil, the 
oil from over one billion 
bushels of soybeans, is 
projected to be used in 
biodiesel production.

The final volume in-
creases raise the floor 
for demand in the bio-
mass-based diesel and 
advanced biofuel sector; 
but as long as they lag 
behind capacity, they will 
not incentivize continued 
growth in a sector that 
has made a substantial 
contribution to corn and 
soy demand for American 
farmers, and to the overall 
sustainability of American 
energy supplies. The rule 
further reduces this floor 
through the removal of the 
250-million-gallon sup-
plemental conventional 
fuel requirement for 2023, 
2024 and 2025, leading to 
lower corn demand and 
the implications that come 
with that.

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

THERE has been 
much discussion 
and excitement 

about ChatGPT (Chat 
Generative Pre-Trained 
Transformer). ChatGPT 
has many applications, 
but this article focuses 
on using ChatGPT for 
writing. ChatGPT is a 
computer program (app) 
that responds to queries 
in a conversational or 
report-type of format. 

ChatGPT, using artifi-
cial intelligence (AI), un-
derstands the context of 
your inquiry and attempts 
to generate a relevant 
response. For instance, if 
you type “write a birthday 
greeting for my wife” on 
your keyboard, ChatGPT 

will spit back, “Happy 
Birthday to the love of 
my life! Today is a spe-
cial day to celebrate the 
incredible person you are. 
Your presence fills my 
world with joy, laughter 
and endless love. Each 
day spent by your side 
is a cherished blessing, 
and I’m grateful for the 
beautiful moments we 
share.” 

I doubt I could have 
composed anything as 
wonderful as this, but my 
wife might not believe 
it was my own words 
either. Writers are using 
ChatGPT to fill in areas 
of a manuscript that 
need more words (add-
ing fluff). Students use 

ChatGPT to generate re-
ports for classes, which is 
a problem for teachers as 
this is akin to plagiarism. 
There are also issues with 
copyright infringement. 

ChatGPT tends to di-
minish creativity since a 
couple of keystrokes do 
the creativity for you. It 
assembles words from 
trillion-word databases 
around the internet to 
make something that 
sounds meaningful, but 
here is the catch, the re-
sult may be in error or not 
make sense. For instance, 
I am finishing up a book 
on the submarine Blue-
fish (Jim Moorhead’s 
boat). To see what kind 
of response I would get, 

I queried ChatGPT to 
“give a history of the 
Bluefish in WWII.” The 
response was generally 
factual, except for a sen-
tence explaining that the 
Bluefish rescued a partic-
ular person. I had never 
heard of this person. I 
reviewed logs, diaries 
and searched a half dozen 
search engines but found 
no data on this person. It 
was probably a result of 
a fictitious assemblage of 
words. Recently in New 
York, a federal judge 
sanctioned two lawyers 
for submitting a legal 
brief with six fictitious 
case citations generated 
by ChatGPT. The lawyers 
had asked ChatGPT to 

generate a legal brief with 
case citations, which the 
lawyers did not verify 
and turned out to be fabri-
cated. ChatGPT gives no 
references and should not 
be considered authorita-
tive, or relied on, without 
verifying the material by 
other means. 

ChatGPT is useful 
in creative writing by 
generating story ideas, 
enhancing character de-
velopment, and giving 
information for further 
development of your 
work. I find ChatGPT 
to be useful, especially 
when having writer’s 
block. I use it to get 
ideas but always find a 
reference to verify what 

it puts out. There is a bias 
when using AI programs 
like this based on the 
programmer’s view of the 
world. Efforts are being 
made to minimize bias 
and the generation of mis-
information. ChatGPT’s 
knowledge base utilizes 
data up until September 
2021. Queries relating 
to more recent history 
or news are unavail-
able. ChatGPT utilizes 
existing data but cannot 
generate original insights 
or thoughts. ChatGPT is a 
useful tool, but caution is 
advised when relying on 
what it spits out. 

Disclaimer: This ar-
ticle was not written by 
ChatGPT.  

Kern: How the EPA views renewable fuels

Roberts: ChatGPT: The latest rage



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 7WEDNESDAY, AUG. 2, 2023

COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Aug. 2

Mary Criddle
 

Aug. 4
Jett O’Brien

 
Aug. 6

Kyle & Darah Bridgeman 
(anniversary)

 
Aug. 9

Barb Kramer
 

Aug. 10
Phyllis Vaught

 
Aug. 12

Kevin Sherburne
Hayden Smith

Adam Baker
 

Aug. 14
Windy Turner

Carter Johnson
 

Aug. 15
Alana Rodriguez
Haley Simmons

Corey Gilliam

 Aug. 16
Kenzi Perkins
Brian Smith

 
Aug. 17

Josh Perkins Jr.
Jensen South

 
Aug. 18

Kelise O’Brien
Dyandre O’Brien

 
Aug. 19

Eddie & Melissa Villalobos 
(anniversary)

 
Aug. 20

Jose & Amanda Avila 
(anniversary)
Kim Patrick

Oaklyn South
Benjamin Navejas

 
Aug. 22

Larry & Teresa Baker 
(anniversary)

 
Aug. 23

Lyle Allen

 Aug. 24
Alex Avila

Warren Komadina
TJ & Kelsey Rogers 

(anniversary)

Aug. 25
Megan South

Kevin & Amie Eggenburg 
(anniversary)

 
Aug. 26

Derek & Christy Oleson 
(anniversary)
Mandi Ferrari

 
Aug. 27

Quade Dickey
 

Aug. 29
Brad Arnold

 
Aug. 31

James O’Brien

MENDOTA – Betty 
Lou (Chaon) Bohn of 
Mendota will celebrate 
her 100th birthday on 
Saturday, Aug. 26 with 
family and friends.

A reception for Betty 
will be held at Stonecroft, 
1700 Burlington Ave., 
Mendota, IL 61342 from 
noon to 4 p.m. on Aug. 26. 
Friends are encouraged 
to attend for cake. Your 
presence is the only gift 
requested.

Betty was born on the 
farm Aug. 25, 1923 in West 
Brooklyn, the daughter 
of Adolph & Maude 
(Montavon)  Chaon . 
Betty married Cal Bohn 
(deceased in 2007) in 
1944, where they lived 
in West Brooklyn. She is 
a member of Holy Cross 
Church in Mendota. 

She enjoys visiting with 
family & friends, playing 
dominoes, Rummikub 
and shopping! She loves 
visitors.

Betty is the mother 
of three children: Rick 
(Ginny) Bohn of Wil-
liams Bay, Wisconsin, 
Dr. Kathy (Dr. Tom Niel-
sen) Bohn of Blooming-
ton, Illinois and Randy 
(Val) Bohn of Nash-
ville, Arkansas.  She 
has six grandchildren 
(Dan Bohn, Amy Bohn, 
Mike Bohn, Nicole Reid, 
Pam Bohn and Dr. Beth 
Nielsen) and 10 great 
grandchildren (Adam 
& Casey Bohn, Abi-
gail Reid, Maddi Reid, 
Josh Reid, Jason Reid, 
Braelynn Reid, Chloe 
Wheeler, Ricky Wheeler 
and Lexi Wheeler)

Bohn to celebrate 100th birthday

Betty Lou (Chaon) Bohn

July 7 - Tami Rhea, Esmond, $25

July 8 - RACF, $25

July 9 - Aaron Samp, Palos Heights, $50

July 10 - Kevin Koch, Bozeman, Montana, $25

July 11 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

July 12 - Will Reis, Worthington, Ohio, $25

July 13 - Dorothy Lockard, Creston, $25

July 14 - Zekelman Employee, $25

July 15 - Zekelman Employee, $25

July 16 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $50

July 17 - Rayanne Hibshman, Rochelle, $25

July 18 - Melissa Drafall, Monroe Center, $25

July 19 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

July 20 - Jessica Mueller, Rochelle, $25

July 21 - Kathy Pfeiffer, Rochelle, $25

July 22 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $25

July 23 - Rocio Belmonte, Rochelle, $50

July 24 - Zekelman Employee, $25

July 25 - Rochelle Firefighter Social, $25

July 26 - Tom McDermott, Rochelle, $25

July 27 - Margaret Daner, Kings, $25

July 28 - Rochelle Police Dog, $25

July 29 - T-Byrd Lanes, $25

July 30 - Zekelman Employee, $50

July 31 - Max Sulzberger, Dwight, $25

Aug. 1 - Tracey Johnson, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 2 - Aubrey Meinen, Davis Junction, $25
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BEAT THE HEAT
Our Subscription Special is HOTTER than our Temperature!

WE HAVE A DEAL FOR YOU!
You can renew your subscription for up to two years  

for only                thru the month of August 2023!  
That’s $39 per year savings off regular rate and $78 savings over 2 years!

$200

Subscription  Subscription  
SpecialSpecial

Sign me up for 2 years of the Rochelle News-Leader print plus digital e-edition subscription for $200
Sign me up for 1 year of the Rochelle News-Leader print plus digital e-edition subscription for $129
Sign me up for 6 months of the Rochelle News-Leader print plus digital e-edition subscription for $69

Make checks payable to The Rochelle News-Leader. Send payment to P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068.
You can also give us a call at 815-562-4171.

07
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23

LOCAL NEWS
From page 1

Prabhakar has spent 
time playing tennis around 
the area as well, including 
indoors during the winters. 
He’s played in tournaments 
in Chicago and plays during 
his occasional time in 
California. When he went 
abroad on mission trips, he 
played in Egypt, Nigeria, 
Tanzania, Swaziland and 
England. 

“I really enjoy tennis,” 
Prabhakar said. “We’ve 
gone on mission trips all 
over the world. And I’ve 
played tennis everywhere. 
And everywhere has a story. 
I always took my racket.”

Before retirement, Pra-
bhakar was a longtime doc-
tor and surgeon at Rochelle 
Community Hospital. 

“Tennis has been my 
life,” Prabhakar said. 
“When I was a doctor, 
the operating room crew 
gave me a scrub shirt that 
said, ‘I’d rather be playing 
tennis.’ In the early days 
when I was playing tennis, 
there were no cell phones or 
pagers. I was a surgeon in 
Rochelle and on call 24/7. 
When I played tennis, the 
police car would come and 
say I was needed in the 
emergency room.”

John’s wife, Esther, said 
that tennis has been a good 
outlet for her husband, es-
pecially during his career 
that could be stressful at 
times. 

“He was dealing with 
performing serious sur-

geries and taking care of 
patients,” Esther said. “And 
then he was able to just go 
out and play tennis and be 
refreshed and rejuvenated. 
When he was working 
as a doctor, whenever he 
went out to play tennis I’d 
always be thinking that it 
was increasing his life span. 
I have always been thankful 
that he has tennis. Because 
when he comes back, he’s 
a happy man.”

Age isn’t the only thing 
that John has overcome to 
still be playing the sport 
that he loves. He’s had both 
knees replaced, and both 
times he was back on the 
court in three months. He’s 
overcome kidney disease 
and dialysis to keep playing 
as well. He had a heart at-
tack in 2020 and had stents 
put in. After four weeks and 
cardiac rehab, he was back 
playing tennis.

“I want to keep playing 
as long as I can,” John 
said. “I thank God all the 
time for that. Even when 
I was doing everything 
right, I had a heart attack 
or my kidneys failed. I’ve 
always exercised regularly 
and played tennis. A lot of 
the people that are my age 
don’t play tennis anymore. 
The only thing I can say is 
it’s God’s grace. I try to be 
as healthy as I can so I can 
enjoy tennis.”

Tennis has also been 
passed down in the Prabha-
kar family. His son, grand-
son and granddaughters 
play as well. His grandson 

PRABHAKAR: 82-year-old reflects on lengthy tennis career

started playing at age 4 or 
5 and John taught him how 
to score.

“When he was young, 
I’d let him win,” John said. 
“He grew to become a very 
good player and played 
in college. Now when he 
comes here, he’s my part-
ner. Because I enjoy tennis 
so much, I’m glad that they 
enjoy it.”

John has watched his 
favorite sport’s popularity 
ebb and flow both locally 
and nationally over the 
years. He recalls how pop-
ular it was when he first 

moved to town. He enjoyed 
seeing Rochelle Township 
High School tennis send 
two players to state this 
past year. He’ll sometimes 
play with the high school’s 
team members and try to 
encourage them or point 
out something they can 
work on.

“I feel really good about 
the future of Rochelle 
tennis,” John said. “I have 
seen many young people 
playing on the courts in 
town. On Saturdays some-
times we have 24 players, 
enough to fill six courts. 

I think Rochelle tennis is 
in good hands with Kristy 
Eckardt, Randy Paisley, 
John Michael Loggins and 
Lizzie Cartwright teaching 
and coaching the younger 
generation.”

Prabhakar only plays 
doubles now due to his age. 
In his tennis group, two are 
in their 80s and another 
will be 80 next year. John’s 
hope and wish is that many 
of them will be playing 
even beyond their 80s. He 
said the game has opened 
many doors for him, most 
notably having the privilege 

of making many friends in 
Rochelle, California and 
in other countries around 
the world. 

“I think I’m an example 
that people can play tennis 
even at my age,” Prabhakar 
said. “I’ve played with 
some that are older than 
me. Tennis is a gentleman’s 
game. And it’s good exer-
cise for your body. And you 
build relationships, which 
is more important than the 
other two things. I’m so 
glad that God has enabled 
me to play even at this age. 
I’ll keep on doing this.”

Prabhakar has spent time playing tennis around the area as well, including indoors during the winters. He’s 
played in tournaments in Chicago and plays during his occasional time in California.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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SPORTS A STORY OF TRIUMPH 
 
RTHS alum DeLille overcomes health 
challenges during senior year at Carthage 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Tennis

Area netters take the court
RTHS hosts 4th Annual Rochelle Summer Tennis Tournament July 28-29

Rochelle Rays

Swim team hosts second meet of 2023 season
Rochelle takes on Dixon Dolphins, Catch the Wave South Beloit at Spring Lake

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Rays returned for 
their second home swim 
meet of the 2023 season 
at Spring Lake Pool on 
Thursday, July 20. The 
Rays raced against the 
Dixon Dolphins and South 
Beloit’s Catch the Wave, 
with several swimmers 
recording top finishes in 
the meet.

Ali Ohlinger set a new 
200-yard freestyle record 
with a time of 2:26.06, 
breaking the previous re-
cord established in 2009. 
Rochelle swimmers Owen 
Haas, Nolan Johnson, Ca-
leb Johnson and Kaenan 
McDevitt set a new 200-
yard freestyle relay record 
in the 15-18 Boys Division, 
clocking in with a time 
of 1:48.06 to surpass the 
previous time of 1:50.97 
set in 2003.

Head coach Tori John-
son said that Rochelle’s 
8-and-under boys group of 
Brody Lofthouse, Eoghan 
Good, Waylon Casey and 
Corbin Streit all swam well 
during Thursday’s meet. 
Johnson also credited 
11 and 12-year-old girls 
Samantha Garcia, Megan 
Johnson, Madisyn Ruthe, 
Savannah Goodrich, Gwen 
Good, Daphne Wise, Grace 
Walters and Natalie Mc-
Candless for their efforts 
in the water on Thursday. 
Rochelle swam against the 

Geneseo Gators on July 13.
“Our 8-and-under group 

of boys did great for both 

of their relays,” Johnson 
said. “All boys except for 
Eoghan are first-year swim-

mers and it’s been so excit-
ing watching all of them 
improve each meet with big 

smiles every time. Our 11 
and 12-year-old girls also 
did great in their relays. 

Both groups of girls swam 
beautifully and were very 
successful in the meet.”

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Rochelle Rays swim team members Owen Haas, Nolan Johnson, Caleb Johnson and Kaenan McDevitt set a new 200-yard freestyle relay 
record in the 15-18 Boys Division, clocking in with a time of 1:48.06 to surpass the previous time of 1:50.97 set in 2003.

Tuesday - Friday 9-4. Sat. 9-1. Closed Sunday and Monday

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com JA
N
20
23HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

You’ll Love Our 
Formal to Casual  

Dining Room Tables
Kitchen Tables

Buffets, Hutches & Servers
All priced to sell!

The 4th Annual Rochelle Summer Tennis Tournament was held from July 28-29 at the Rochelle Township High School tennis courts. Above 
are the medalist winners from the Men’s Doubles Division, which was one of 13 divisions featured in the two-day tournament.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
4th Annual Rochelle Sum-
mer Tennis Tournament 
was held at Rochelle Town-
ship High School on Friday, 
July 28 and Saturday, July 
29. The event featured 106 
tennis players across 13 
divisions from 43 different 
cities as well as a garage 
sale of tennis items. All 
proceeds from the tourna-
ment benefited the Rochelle 
Hub and Lady Hub tennis 
programs.

Ottawa’s John and Vad-
im Cheli finished first in the 
nine-team Parent & Child 
Division, while Rockford’s 
Matt and Margaret Trow-
bridge took second. Dixon’s 
Jamie Brigl and Oregon’s 
Kristy Eckardt won the 
11-team Women’s Doubles 
Division, while Naper-
ville’s Samantha Hatha-
way and Sycamore’s Lisa 
Sanderson took second. 
Sycamore’s Patty Poorten 
and St. Charles’ Antoinette 
Shannon placed third and 
Rockford’s Margaret and 
Jeanne Trowbridge took 
fourth.

Rick and Randy Paisley 
of Gurnee and Rochelle 
finished first in the 13-team 
Men’s Doubles Division. 

Rockford’s John McKen-
zie and Davenport’s Chris 
Voelker took second, while 
Aurora’s Ira Lathan and 
Oswego’s Aaron Kramer 
placed third and Rochelle’s 
David Wanner and Owen 
Haas took fourth. Ottawa’s 
Rylan Dorsey and LaSalle’s 
Cali Mickley finished first 
in the three-team High 

School Mixed Doubles 
Division, while Pontiac’s 
Olivia Bonniver and Dylan 
LeBlanc took second place 
and Oregon’s Sarah and 
David Eckardt finished in 
third place.

Ashton’s Jim Kohlert and 
Mendota’s Greg Gromann 
finished first in the two-
team Senior Doubles Divi-

sion, while Rochelle’s Roy 
Threlkeld and John Prabha-
kar took second. Oregon’s 
Andy and Kristy Eckardt 
finished first in the 15-team 
Mixed Doubles Division, 
while Dixon’s Grace Fer-
guson and Logan Moeller 
took second. Davenport’s 
Chris Voelker and Betten-
dorf’s Yen Dao placed third 

and Rockford’s Matt and 
Jeanne Trowbridge finished 
in fourth place.

Ottawa’s Rylee O’Fallon 
and Emma Cushing finished 
first in the three-team High 
School Girls Doubles Di-
vision. Streator’s Maddie 
Wahl and Mina James took 
second, while Rochelle’s 
Allison Dickey and Cath-

erine Williams placed third. 
Freeport’s Auston and An-
gelina Sala won the three-
team 6th-9th Grade Doubles 
Division, while McHenry’s 
Grace and Claire Betts took 
second place. Oregon’s 
Danny Chisamore and Da-
vid Eckardt finished in third.

See TENNIS page 3

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2023 NOMINATION

PHASE
Starts 8/1 
Ends 8/14 

Gotta be in it, to win it!
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers  
Association , Inc. Northern Region 

Trucking Company of the year 2022

HUB SPOTLIGHT

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MASON DeLille recalled a mo-
ment during his senior year 
at Carthage College where 

he asked his mother, Marcy, to bring his 
track and field spikes home with her. It 
was a sobering moment for the RTHS 
alum, who had just been discharged from 
a local hospital and was convinced that 
his collegiate athletic career was over 
after suffering a medical emergency last 
September.

DeLille had been attending his usual 
Friday morning class and was excited to 
come home and watch his younger brother, 
Landon, compete for the Rochelle Hub 
varsity football team during the school’s 
Homecoming contest against Sycamore. 
Halfway through the class, however, 
DeLille began noticing issues, including 
discoloration and a tingling sensation, in 
his right arm. 

Without a pulse in his injured arm, 
DeLille left class and drove himself to 
the local hospital. A CT scan later on 
revealed that DeLille had several blood 
clots in his lungs, which led to four days 
of testing as well as the start of a blood-
thinning treatment that would ultimately 
last six months.

“My initial thought was that I was going 
to lose my arm,” DeLille said. “It was a 
long process and I had to take daily doses 
of blood thinners. I also wasn’t able to stay 
active physically until the doctors found 
out what the problem was. I certainly 
wasn’t all there mentally and I wasn’t in 
a good state, but I knew I needed to stay 
strong… I knew I needed to keep a posi-
tive attitude because nothing good would 
come out of moping around or making 
excuses for myself.”

After four months of tests and hospital 
visits, including one on his 21st birthday, 
DeLille was diagnosed with a rare con-
dition called thoracic outlet syndrome, 
which involves the compression of blood 
vessels or nerves which can lead to pain 
in the arm, shoulder or neck. DeLille was 
also diagnosed with a second rare condi-
tion known as Paget-Schroetter Syndrome, 
which sees as few as 3,000 diagnosed cases 
in the United States each year according 
to ASH Clinical News.

The two diagnoses set the stage for a 
series of procedures, including a rib resec-
tion and the removal of muscle, in early 
February. The procedures were successful, 
so much so that DeLille was discharged 
from the hospital quickly enough to 
make his long-awaited return to RTHS, 
where he saw his brother Landon and five 
other student-athletes honored during the 
Rochelle Hub varsity basketball team’s 
Senior Night contest against the Ottawa 
Pirates on Feb. 3.

“I had an appointment on my birthday 
and I was doing tests in the hospital,” 
DeLille said. “I received a call that night 

DeLille makes most of 
second chance at Carthage

and was told to come in and do another 
test called a double-arm venogram. The 
doctors were able to pinpoint the problem 
and I received my diagnoses. Once I was 
diagnosed, I was able to start doing minor 
activities including jogging and other daily 
activities. I had my first rib resection dur-
ing the first week of February and I was 
out and about only days later. I wasn’t 
fully cleared until April 1 and I was very 
anxious to get back into things.”

With a recovery plan and a path forward, 
DeLille set his sights on returning for his 
senior season of track and field, something 
he had given up on months prior. DeLille 
was fully cleared on April 1 and opened 
his senior season one day later, finishing 
seventh at the Wisconsin Private College 
Championships in the javelin throw, an 
event that became his specialty last season.

“I was confident that there was no way 
I’d be able to compete this year,” DeLille 
said. “Finding a solution in December and 
having surgery in February caused me 
to miss the indoor season, but I wasn’t 
affected too much other than missing my 
training. It felt great to be back on the 
field and I was super excited to be ready 
to go. I had no practice, but I wanted to 
make the most of it.”

DeLille started in six meets during his 
senior season, which concluded with a 
career-best javelin performance at the Col-
lege Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin 
Outdoor Championships in early May. 

See DELILLE page 3

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

Former Rochelle student-athlete 
Mason DeLille overcame a medical 
emergency last fall to finish his senior 
year at Carthage College, earning All-
Conference honors in the javelin throw.
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SPORTS

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Custom Construction

Residential 
&  

Commercial 
Roofing

Shingle 
Roofing, 

Metal  
Roofing & 

Flat Roofing

Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com

Call & Text 815-871-7835

What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here

From page 1

Freeport’s Auston and 
Angelina Sala finished 
first and second in the 
Junior High Singles Di-
vision, with other par-
ticipants including Grace 
Betts, Claire Betts, David 
Eckardt and Dawson 
Berg. Sycamore’s Liam 

Kerbel finished first in the 
High School Boys Singles 
Division with 24 points, 
while Dixon’s Bashar El-
bzour took second with 16 
points. Other participants 
included Jimmy Chavez, 
Luke Curtis, Rylan Sa-
las, Danny Chisamore 
IV, Dylan LeBlanc and 
Regan Ni.

North Aurora’s Kelsey 
Danner finished first in 
the High School Girls 
Singles Division, while 
Sycamore’s Jetta Weaver 
took second. Other par-
ticipants included Cali 
Mickley, Olivia Bon-
niver, Ella Kamke, Isabel 
Bucio and Jocelyn Al-
varado. Oregon’s Kristy 

Eckardt won the Women’s 
Singles Division, while 
Naperville’s Samantha 
Hathaway took second. 
Other participants in-
cluded Anna Guevara, 
Emma Stumpf, Jamie 
Brigl, Jessica Timm and 
Krystal Baggett.

O s w e g o ’s  A a r o n 
Kramer won the Men’s 

Singles Division, while 
Western Springs’ Rob 
Vogt took second and 
two players including 
Rochelle’s David Wan-
ner and Ottawa’s Vadim 
Cheli placed third. Other 
participants included 
Ira Lathan, Tommy Da-
vies, Tristan Plaut, Greg 
Locascio, Joey Sloan, 

Miguel Morales, Alex 
Jenkin, Ethan Krafft, 
John Cheli, James Harder, 
Nicholas Born and Peter 
Pascua. 

See pages 7 and 8 for 
more photos of medalist 
winners from the 4th An-
nual Rochelle Summer 
Tennis Tournament at 
RTHS.

TENNIS: Annual tournament held at RTHS from July 28-29

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
The 4th Annual Rochelle Summer Tennis Tournament was held from July 28-29 at the Rochelle Township High School tennis courts. Above are the medalist winners 
from the Women’s Doubles Division (above left) as well as the Mixed Doubles Division (above right), 6th-9th Grade Doubles Division (below left) and Senior Doubles 
Division (below right). The tournament featured 106 players from 43 different cities.

From page 2

DeLille set a new per-
sonal record by a wide 
margin, medaling in sec-
ond place with a mark of 
48.79 meters (160 feet 1 
inch) to earn All-Confer-
ence honors for the third 
straight year.

“I felt like I went out 
with a bang,” DeLille 

said. “It wound up being 
a very good season for 
me. I ended my career as 
a three-time All-Confer-
ence athlete. I tried not 
to put too much pressure 
on myself and I went into 
the conference meet as if 
it were any other meet… I 
was really happy to finish 
the way I did and it meant a 
lot to me and my coaches. 

Coming back and having 
the best throw of my life 
felt like a moment of re-
demption and it was nice 
to have that feeling.”

DeLille spent four 
years with the Carthage 
men’s track and field 
team, competing in the 
long jump, triple jump 
and high jump before 
settling into the javelin 

throw later in his career. 
The former Hub track and 
field standout graduated 
earlier this year, earning 
his bachelor’s degree with 
a major in mathematics 
and a minor in economics. 
An IHSA state qualifier 
and the current RTHS 
record holder in the triple 
jump, DeLille said he 
intends to pursue a career 

in analytics. 
“It was great meeting 

new people and experi-
encing new competition,” 
DeLille said. “I saw a lot 
of growth from my fresh-
man year and I didn’t have 
that experience in high 
school since I came in as 
an older guy and one of 
the top guys. I thought I 
matured a lot and I was 

able to climb the ladder… 
Life isn’t all about sports 
and there are always other 
things to look forward to. 
I knew that I was going 
to graduate whether I had 
my senior track season or 
not, so looking forward 
to other aspects of life is 
always the priority. It’s an 
extra blessing to do the 
extra fun things.”

DELILLE: RTHS alum takes second at CCIW Outdoor Championships in javelin
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ASHTON NEWS

Thirty five AFC FFA members showed more than 250 projects at the Section 2 
Vo-Ag recently. Projects included horticulture, swine, vegetables, rabbits and 

chickens.

Ashton-Franklin Center School District staff recently wrapped up its last day of professional learning for summer 2023 with 6-12 math teachers being trained on 
illustrative mathematics our its 6-12 curricular resource.  The week prior, K-5 teachers spent two days being trained in bridges mathematics, a new K-5 curricular 

resource.  In June, all K-12 ELA teachers spent a week learning about the best practices of ELA teaching and learning.“AFC teachers dedicated many hours to growing 
professionally this summer! We are so lucky to have such amazing teachers,” a district Facebook post said.

WYOMING, Mich. — 
HME Ahrens-Fox (HME) 
is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Dinges 
Fire Company (DFC) as a 
new HME dealer covering 
six states located in the 
Midwest. DFC is autho-
rized to sell and service the 
complete HME portfolio 
in its assigned territories. 

Dinges Fire Company is 
privately held and located 
in Amboy. The company 
has demonstrated consis-
tent growth – particularly 
over the last eight years. 
Their success is the result 
of multiple factors includ-
ing: Offering a broad as-
sortment of quality brands 
and products, building a 
team with deep knowledge 
of the fire service and a 
passion for protecting first 
responders, creation of a 
scalable business model 
that’s built around the 

needs of the customer and 
anchored by purpose-built 
systems for customer sup-
port operations and mar-
keting. Building trust with 
customers by prioritizing 
transparency. A consistent 
commitment to support the 
communities in which they 
operate. 

“HME is committed to 
expanding its business in 
the Midwest and we see 
the addition of the Dinges 
Fire Company to the HME 
dealer network as a large 
step forward in achieving 
that goal,” Gary Troost, 
president, HME Ahrens-
Fox, said. “The Dinges 
team is differentiated by 
their business success and 
culture. Their ability to 
maintain standards, cus-
tomer satisfaction levels 
and execute on plan and 
– throughout their many 
growth cycles – sets them 

apart.”
Both HME and the DFC 

share a passion for the fire 
service. With a workforce 
that has over 2,000 years 
of fire service experience, 
DFC is uniquely qualified 
to serve as a trusted advisor 
to fire departments as they 
evaluate and source new 
apparatus. 

Dinges Fire Company 
will represent HME in 
Minnesota, Illinois, Wis-
consin, North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Michi-
gan (Western). 

“Our team is excited. 
We see the combination of 
the HME product and the 
Dinges customer experi-
ence as a very compelling 
value proposition that will 
accelerate our apparatus 
business in multiple ge-
ographies,” Nick Dinges, 
chief executive officer, 
Dinges Fire Company said. 

LEE COUNTY — The 
local University of Illinois 
Extension Offices recent-
ly released their events for 
August and September..

Container Fruits | 
Growing Hort in NW 
Illinois, Aug. 3 | 3:30-
4:30 p.m., Lee Extension 
Office

Lacking a large land-
scape and love home-
grown fruits? Look to 
container gardening: fruit 
edition! Horticulture in 
Northwest Illinois is for 
anyone interested in learn-
ing more about gardening, 
growing food in a home 
or community garden, 
or looking for ideas for 
the upcoming growing 
season. Register for one 

or more of the sessions at 
go.illinois.edu/LeeGrow-
ingHort

Before the Build: Con-
siderations for Backyard 
Greenhouses | Four Sea-
sons Gardening, Aug. 22 
| 1:30 p.m., online

Have you ever thought 
of going outside to your 
backyard greenhouse dur-
ing the cold weather 
months to pick fresh 
lettuce or plant some ba-
sil? Explore a variety of 
budget-friendly backyard 
greenhouses, what can be 
grown in them, and how to 
extend a growing season. 
Four Seasons Gardening 
sessions led by Exten-
sion’s horticulture experts 
are free to attend, and 

registration is required at 
go.illinois.edu/FourSea-
sons. Considerations for 
Backyard Greenhouses 
will be offered at 1:30 p.m. 
online on Aug. 22. 

Master Gardener Train-
ing, Tuesdays Sept. 12-
Nov. 28 | 9 a.m. to noon, 
online or county office 
options

Take your love for 
gardening to the next 
level by joining the Master 
Gardeners of Carroll, Lee, 
and Whiteside counties. 
Training begins Sept. 12! 
Find complete details and 
how to register by Sept. 1 
at go.illinois.edu/CLW-
mgtraining. For questions, 
contact Bruce Black at 
815-632-3611.

Ashton-Franklin Center school staff wraps up summer professional learning

Left: Nick Dinges, CEO, Dinges Fire Company, right: Dave Rider, vice president, 
sales, HME Ahrens-Fox.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

HME Ahrens-Fox appoints Dinges Fire 
Company as an authorized HME dealer

Extension events set for August

Ashton-Franklin Center FFA 
competes at Section 2 Vo-Ag Fair

Bar/Restaurant
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton

815-453-2103

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Insurance
Bradford Victor-Adams 

Mutual Insurance 
Company

120 W. South St., Franklin 
Grove

815-456-2334

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

Mills and Petrie 
Memorial Library

704 First Street
815-453-2213
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ON THE FARM

200 Steward Road
Rochelle, IL

800-262-1680

KubotaUSA.com
*2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020 
Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations 
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the 
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777
104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL     mortonbuildings.com

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

• Residential • Farm • Equestrian 
• Commercial • Community • Repairs

09042018

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon, 

1pm-5pm

Discover The Difference. Call Today!

CLIMATE change 
is a challenge 
the world must 

confront together. Though 
people from all walks of 
life and in all corners of 
the world will be affected 
by rising global tempera-
tures and the ripple effects 
of such increases, the 
impact of climate change 
on the agricultural sector 
figures to be especially 
significant.

Farmers have been on 
the front lines in the fight 
against climate change 
for decades. When storms 
strike and climate patterns 

shift, farmers must find 
ways to adapt or poten-
tially lose their liveli-
hoods. Experts warn that 
the planet is warming at 
a pace that could prove 
devastating. For example, 
one assessment conducted 
under the World Climate 
Research Programme and 
published in 2020 in the 
Reviews of Geophysics 
concluded that the warm-
ing range of the planet 
will be between 2.6°C 
and 3.9°C.

Everyone must do their 
part in an effort to avoid 
the more drastic out-

comes associated with 
climate change. Farmers 
can explore these ways to 
combat climate change as 
they look to protect their 
personal and financial 
futures.

• Curtail methane emis-
sions. The European En-
vironment Agency notes 
that capturing methane 
from manure is one way 
for farmers to reduce 
agriculture-related green-
house gas emissions. The 
California Climate & Ag-
riculture Networks notes 
that more than half of the 
state’s agricultural emis-

sions come from livestock 
in the form of methane. 
The nonprofit organiza-
tion Foodwise reports that 
holistic, pasture-based 
livestock management 
utilizing practices like 
rotational grazing can 
help mitigate methane 
emissions from livestock. 

• Emphasize efficient 
use of fertilizers. The EEA 
recommends efficient use 
of fertilizers as another 
means to reduce agri-
cultural greenhouse gas 
emissions. The National 
Institute of Food and Agri-
culture at the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture notes 
that the greatest efficiency 
typically comes from the 
first increment of added 
fertilizer/nutrients, with 
each additional increment 
thereafter resulting in 
lower efficiency. Making 
every effort to make the 
most of initial applications 
can save farmers money 
and reduce the impact on 
the environment.

• Participate in and help 
promote local farmers 
markets. Foodwise notes 
that food in the United 
States travels an average 
of 1,500 miles before 

it ends up on consum-
ers’ plates. Transporting 
foods that far contributes 
to more greenhouse gas 
emissions. Farmers who 
can sell to local farmers 
markets can help reduce 
such emissions. Promot-
ing those efforts via social 
media pages or other pub-
lic platforms can increase 
consumer awareness of 
the availability of fresh, 
locally grown foods.

The challenges posed 
by climate change are not 
going away. Farmers can 
take various steps to over-
come those challenges. 

Steps farmers can take to combat climate change

           The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

CONSTRUCTION:

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Small or Big Jobs, We Do Jobs, We Do Them All!Them All!

With Many long-term employees both 
Union and Non-Union our customers are  

always in experienced hands!

TRUCKING:
• Non-Union Local Freight Hauling
• Van Trailer/Hopper/Flatbed/Dump
• Daily Loads on the Customers Time Schedule

• Union 
Construction & 
Deconstruction

• Excavation/Site 
Prep

• Drainage/Sewer/
Water Repair & 
Replacement

• Union Heavy 
Hauling & 
Jobsite Hauling

• Emergency Work
• Restoration/

Traffic Control
• Sidewalk/Curb
• Hourly or Bid 

Work (We 
can create a 
Specialized Rate 
for any Job)

We were voted 
Mid-West Truckers 
Association, Inc. 

 Northern 
Region Trucking 
Company of the 

year 2022.

08022023
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE
The property known as 
313 Jeffrey Avenue, 
Rochelle, IL 61608, 
PIN: 24-11-477-006 
is open, vacant, and 
constitutes an imme-
diate and continuing 
hazard to the com-
munity. The Village 
of Hillcrest intends to 
demolish, repair, or 
enclose the building or 
remove any garbage, 
debris, or other haz-
ardous, noxious, or 
unhealthy substanc-
es or materials if the 
owner or owners or 
lienholders of record 
fail to do so.
No. 0747
(July 26, 30 and Aug. 
2, 2023)

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return 
call ASAP. Fully 
insured, in business 
since 1999. Servicing 
Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 

Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian 
to verify the validity 
of the license of any 
facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for 
antiques; furniture, 
glassware, pottery & 
crocks, tin & iron toys, 
sterling silver, decoys. 
If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

ROCHELLE - 1107 
N 3rd Street, August 
3-5, 8am to 5pm. Kids 
clothes ranging from 
14-16, adult clothes, 
board games, baby 
items, household 
items, shop smith with 
accessories toy and 
misc. (08-02-23)

ROCHELLE - 3 Family 
Garage Sale. 1015 
Lakeview Drive. Thu 
8/3, Fri 8/4 & Sat 8/5 
8AM-5PM.

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News 
Leader.  

FOR SALE 5X8 
UTILITY TRAILER, All 
new rebuilt tires, hubs, 
bearings. New 4 Inch 
sides and lights. $450 
815-384-6221. (08-2-
02-23)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination 
based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

509   509   
HOUSE FOR RENTHOUSE FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT: 
Three bedroom house 
near Franklin Grove, 
no pets. Call 815-456-
2453. (08-13-23)

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR VEHICLES FOR 
SALE SALE 

FOR SALE: 2006 
Jeep Commander 3.7 
Liter 6-Cylender, No 
Accidents. $3,000 or 
best offer. Call 815-
622-8599 (08-07-
23MS)

305 305 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

PIA#932 07302023

HUGE ESTATE & MOVING SALE   

ROCHELLE
10135 E. Hickory Ridge Drive

Thursday 8/3 through Sunday 8/6
9 AM to 5 PM

Home Goods, Crystal, Glassware, 
Furniture, Tools, Collectibles (Beanie 
Babies, Boyds Bears, Elvis, Porcelain 

Dolls), Gardening Items, Lawn Mower, 
Snow Blower, Indoor & Outdoor 

Christmas Decor & More. 
Too Much to Mention!

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

PUBLIC AUCTION
To settle the Estate of Leslie Mullins Jr., we will offer the following Farm Equipment, 
Houeshold and collectables at public auction live, on site & on line. Several Farm 
Equipment pieces will be on line as well, starting at 12 Noon. The sale is located 
at 6772 County Line Rd. Paw Paw, IL 61353 on

Saturday, August 12th 2023
10:00 a.m.

Auctioneers Note: This auction features equipment and tools from Les’s farming 
operation along with several generations of collectibles and household items. 
This will be a live, onsite auction at the farm. There will also be live internet 
simulcast bidding on select machinery items at EquipmentFacts.com. Visit our 
website for full info and photos at bearrows.com. There will be something for 
everyone. Lunch available and comfort station.
Farm Machinery: (Selling at approx. 12:00 p.m.), John Deere 6030 #033944, 
1973 model, Cab, syncro, 3pt, 3 remotes, 24.5-32 rears, with clamp on duals, 9967 
hours; John Deere 6620 Combine #456559 shows 3044 hours, hydro, chopper, 
spreader; John Deere 444 Corn head 4 row 38”; John Deere 216 platform, 16’; 
EZ Trail 672 Head cart; Avco / New Idea 708 Uni system w/ 838 uni-husker corn 
picker and 841 4 row 36” corn head – corn head has a gear box out; John Deere 
4010 diesel #39439 nf, syncro, 2 remotes, 540 pto – not running; International 
350 utility, wf, w/ loader and manure forks- not running; Machinery: 2- Case IH 
5100 12’ soybean special grain drills with tandem hitch assembly, grass seed, 
and markers; Brillion SG-1 20’ soil finisher w/ 5 bar drag; JD 14’ disk, 9” spacing; 
Glencoe 30’ field cultivator w/ 3 bar drag; Kewanee 20’ disk, 9” spacing w/ buster 
bar; Krause 25’ disk, 9” spacing; Glencoe Soil Saver 11 shank disk chisel plow 
w/ drag; JD 7000 8 row straight bar pull type planter, 36”; JD 101 30’ planter 
trailer; JD Van Brunt model B grain drill, 12’ w/ grass seed 2- 4 row wide JD front 
mount cultivators; 3 single mulcher sections 2- 6’ and 1- 8’; JD 14’ 3pt double 
rotary hoe; Glencoe 8r 36” cultivator; JD 5 bottom semi mount plow; JD 4-14” 
trailer plow; JD 145H 4 bt semi mount plow; Oliver pull type 13’ field cultivator; 
4 section drag on cart; M&W 200B gravity wagon; EZ Flow gravity wagon on 
1065 JD gear; DMI side dump gravity wagon; Several running gears in various 
conditions; King Kutter 4’ 3pt rotary mower; 6’ rotary mower; Peerless roller mill; 
New Holland 469 9’ Haybine; New Holland 451 sickle mower 7’; Case IH 8430 
round baler, twine; NH 78 square baler; NH 256 rake; steel wheel rake; JD #15 
flail chopper 5’ cut; Knight live bottom barge box; South east 3pt quick hitch; Little 
Giant conveyor 8’ flat, 8’ incline, 4’ rise; 1986 Ford F-700, gas, 123k, w/ 14’ box, 
not running, box floor in poor condition; 1989 Bonanza steel, gooseneck stock 
trailer, 16’, single slam, poor floor and tires.Compact Tractor, Mower, Tools, and 
Farm Items: John Deere 2210 compact tractor #215197, 954 hrs, diesel, MFWD, 
hydro, 3pt, 540 pto includes JD 62” deck and Woods 1005 loader w/ 4’ bucket; 
Cub Cadet Z force zero turn mower w/ 50” deck; Bolens Huski walk behind tractor 
w/ disk, plow, and field cult attachments; Dalton Type “B” metal lathe; Sun Battery 
starter/tester; 7” metal band saw; flare box A frame; Contintal 4000 shop hoist; 
Lincwelder 225 gas generator / welder – not running; Continental 30 Ton shop 
press; Sears 1000lb engine stand; craftsman riding mower; 10” radial arm saw; 
Chicken plucker; chicken feeders; assorted hand and power tools; assorted misc 
parts and farm items. Household & Collectibles: There will be a large quantity of 
usual household items including antiques & collectables. Vist our web site www.
bearrows.com and click on the Auctionzip link.
Consigned by neighbors: Farmall C Tractor, nf, w/ belly mounted blade; IH 
430 baler; New Idea 2 row pull type corn picker; Case 580L Loader / Backhoe, 
3890 Hours, MFWD, Extend-a-hoe, 4 speed shuttle shift, Cab w/ heat, 81” loader 
bucket and 22” backhoe bucket, 19.5-24 rears, 12-16 fronts.

Estate of Leslie Mullins Jr. - Paw Paw IL 
Leanne Dickson, Owner

AUCTIONEERS:
JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL

(815) 739-9150

JOSH HICKEY, Steward, IL
(815) 739-1030

Visit our website www.bearrows.com
(815) 562-5113 

IL Lic. #441001092

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11
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RTHS hosts 4th Annual Rochelle Summer Tennis Tournament from July 28-29
The 4th Annual Rochelle Summer Tennis Tournament was held from July 28-29 at the Rochelle Township High School tennis courts. Above are medalists from the 

High School Mixed Doubles Division (above left and center) as well as the Junior High Singles Division (above right), the High School Girls Singles Division 
(below left), the High School Boys Singles Division (below center) and the Women’s Singles Division (below right).

(COURTESY PHOTOS)



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 8WEDNESDAY, AUG. 2, 2023

SPORTS

Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First
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RTHS hosts 4th Annual Rochelle Summer Tennis Tournament from July 28-29
The 4th Annual Rochelle Summer Tennis Tournament was held from July 28-29 at the Rochelle Township High School tennis courts. 

Above are medalists from the Parent & Child Doubles Division (above left and center) as well as the High School Girls Doubles Division 
(above right and below right) and the Men’s Singles Division (below left and center).

(COURTESY PHOTOS)


