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THE AMBOY LIONS CLUB IS PROUD TO PRESENT

TOGETHERWWE{CAN =12 02:3|DEROTIDAYS|PARADE
SATURDAY, AUG. 26 - 3 PM - MAIN STREET

Register for the parade on our website at
https://e-clubhouse.org/sites/amboyil/
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Welcome to the 2023
Amboy Depot Days

It’s that time of year again folks, please
join us at the 42nd Annual Depot Days!
This year’s festivities will surely entertain
all ages.

The weekend will kick off on Thursday
night downtown at the main stage for the
Miss Amboy Contest, be sure to stick around
for family night at the carnival.

On Friday the community-wide garage
sales begin at 8§ a.m. and the carnival will
open at 6 p.m. The food stands will be open
at 10 a.m. with a wide variety of choices.
Saturday morning is offto an early start with
the Sylvan Shuffle 5k.

The Ambey Licns Club serving the commuimity?

« Amboy Welcome Signs & Landscaping
« Cliff Walter Memorial Easter Egg Hunt

« AEDs in Amboy & Sublette Community Bldgs and Churches

« Continuing Education Scholarships
« Depot Museum Shelter
« Park Playground Equipment

The Lions Club Parade theme this year
is “Together We Can” and will begin at 3
p-m. Saturday afternoon followed by musical
guest The New Frontiers, a Journey tribute
band, at 7 p.m. on the main stage.

As they say, “The best for last,” Sunday
we will be hosting one of the largest Car,

Amboy Mayor John Schamberger

yet? Last winner received $99,430.
Onbehalfofthe City Council, I would like
to thank all of our sponsors and volunteers
that make this weekend happen, without
them it would not be possible.
This is one weekend you will definitely

« Eyeglass & Hearing Aid Recycling
» And Much More!

Truck, and Motorcycle Shows in Northern  not want to miss in Amboy!
Illinois! Have you got your 50/50 tickets Mayor John Schamberger

Welcome to the 2023 Amboy Depot Days!
We Are Glad To Welcome You Back!

The City of Umboy
thanks you for attending
awr annual event.

Mayon John Schambergen
WUdenman Peten Raad
Wdenman Gueg Nokile
Wdenman Bruandan Hlein
WUdenman Bill Bontz
Wdenman Dave Shaw

Wdeviman gnanb Stenzel
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Something for everyone at the 2023 Amboy Depot Days

AMBOY — The 2023
Annual Amboy Depot Days
offers something for every-
one. Thisyear’s festival runs
Aug. 24-27.

The annual festival kicks
off on Thursday night in
downtown Amboy with the
opening ofthe food stand and
carnival. Thursday night is
family night and arm bands
are $30 for unlimited rides
for this special night. The
Depot Days Little Dancers
will take the Main Stage at
6:30 p.m. The Miss Amboy
and Little Miss Amboy pag-
eantwill beginat 7 p.m. with
the crowing of the new Miss
Amboy at 8:30 p.m.

On Friday at 8 a.m., the
community wide garage
sales and the vendor booths
downtown open for busi-
ness. The food stands open at
10 a.m. and the carnival will
open at 6 p.m. The carnival

special for Friday night is
$30 bands for unlimited
rides. The free concert on
the Main Stage is Snapshot,
sponsored by Shell Oil, from
7 — 9 p.m. The Knights of
Columbus is again hosting
a beer garden, where Class
Trip will be performing from
9pm.—1am.

Saturday morning kicks
offbrightand early at8a.m.,
when the annual Amboy Ed-
ucation Foundation Sylvan
Shuffle Adult 5K Run/Walk
begins. The Amboy Farm
Tractor Show and Semi Big
Rig Show will be held in
downtown Amboy from 8
a.m. — 1 p.m. Also open in
downtown Amboy at 8 a.m.
will be the vendor booths.
The community wide garage
sales will open at 8 a.m. The
food stands open at 11 a.m.
and the KC Beer Garden
opens at 11 a.m.

Kidswillhaveachanceto
meetand greet LOL Dolland
Mario Luigi at the Pankhurst
Memorial Library from 11
a.m.— 1 p.m. Wrestling mats
will be rolled out at approx-
imately 11 a.m. for the first
ever Meet in the Streets
Old-Timers Tournament as
Amboy High School wres-
tling coach Brent Montavan
is hosting a tournament for
wrestlers 21-over who are
not currently wrestling in
college.

The carnival opens at
noon on Saturday and from
noon to 3 p.m., they will
offer an arm band special
of $30 for unlimited rides.
A dinosaur show will be
held on the Main Stage in
the Depot Museum parking
lot from at 1 p.m. Whimsey
Face Painting will be on
hand in the Depot Parking
lot decorating faces for free

The Amboy Depot Days carnival provides fun for all. (Amboy News file photo)
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from 2 — 4 p.m.

The annual Amboy Lions
Depot Days parade will step
off at 3 p.m. on Saturday.

The annual Teen Turf
Donkey Drop will be held at
5 p.m., near Amboy Sport-
ing Goods.

Journey Tribute Band
will take the Main Stage for
afreeconcert from7-9p.m.,
sponsored by KSB Hospital.
The final act of the evening
is live music of Kirkland in

the KC Beer Garden from 9
p-m.—1 am.

Sunday morning begins
at6 a.m. with the opening of
registration for the 32nd an-
nual Depot Days Car, Truck
and Motorcycle Show.

The Knights of Colum-
bus will be hosting a pan-
cake breakfast from 6:30
—10a.m.,atthe beer garden.

At 8 a.m., the downtown
vendors and community
wide garage sales open for

business. The food stands
open at 11 a.m.

Judging for the annual
car show begins at 11:30
a.m.

At noon, the KC Beer
Garden opens and the car-
nival will offer an arm band
special of $30 for unlimited
rides from noon to 4 p.m.

The Depot Days car show
awards will be presented at 3
p.m., followed by the 50/50
raffle winner drawn.

WORLD FAMOUS AMBOY DEPOT DAYS

CAR SHUW CONDIITIEE
S0/50 DRAWING

2022 Winner -

Ticket sales will end on
Saturday at noon, at the
Ashton, Dixon, Ohio,
Franklin Grove and Sublette
locations.

Most Amboy locations will
sell tickets until noon on
Sunday.

Tickets may also be
purchased at two locations
on Main Street during
Depot Days festivities
each evening & all day on
Sunday.

Drawing Sunday, Aug. 27
after the Car Show
Proceeds to benefit
Community Projects

f For more information, check
out Amboy Depot Days 50/50
Drawing on Facebook

On
noor!

AMBOY:
The Last Alarm

Jones Berry Lumber
The Long Branch Saloon
Two Sisters on Main
Depot Tap
Shell Expresslane
The Bears Den
The Mower Shop
Revolution Wellness
Pine View Campground

Mendota Hills Campground

Green River Oaks Campground.

DIXON:
Shamrock Pub

$99,430
This year we are giving
away $2,500 Cash
Prizes to 4 Winners!

(Winners need not be present to win)

W Get your tickets NOW from any

I of the following 21 locations:

$1 each or 6 for $5

SUBLETTE:
Sublette General Store

Sublette Saloon
Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
Local Cup & Cake

ASHTON:
Ashton Auto Repair

FRANKLIN GROVE:
Rev on 38

Rooney’s

OHIO:
Harry’s Pub & Grub

08162023
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Wittenauer, King take over 50/50 drawing; Jeff and Stacie Gerdes step down

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY -Since the first
Depot Days Car Show and
the 50/50 drawing in 1991,
ithas been synonymous with
the name Gerdes.

Jeff and Stacie Gerdes
were involved since Day
1 and have earned names
such as 50/50 director, 50/50
Committee Chairperson, and
the 50/50 messiahs.

For the last few years, the
Gerdeses have tried to hand
the reins to someone new and
take a step back. However,
they haven’tbeenable to find
someone.

Until now as Sandy Wit-
tenauer raised her hand to
be the next 50/50 caretaker.

“I thought, ‘How hard
could this be?’ Most of the
people who go to the car
show meetings are involved
in the cars, the parade, and
all the other facets of Depot
Days,” said Wittenauer, who
goes by the nickname “City
Girl” as she was born in
Chicago, raised in Brook-
field and has lived in Amboy
with her husband, Roger
Wittenauer, for the last 10
years. “So, I threw my hand
up. But, 'm a one-woman
show, it won’t be a husband
and wife collective because
my husband isn’t available
to help because he is a high

school football referee.

“I said, ‘If you think one
person can do it, I'll find
myselfaright-hand manand
let’s see if it will work’.”

Wittenauer’s right-hand
man is Robert King.

Both Wittenauer and
King, the two-person Car
Show 50/50 Committee, are
both retired and thought this
was a great way to help the
community.

Knowing she wanted to
do the best job she could,
Wittenauer shadowed the
Gerdes couple last spring
and watched their every
move during the planning,
pre-Depot Days, during De-
pot Days, and post-Depot
Days.

“I paid attention to ev-
erything they were doing
because someday they’re
not going to be doing it
anymore,” said Wittenauer,
who retired 11-years ago
after being an accountant for
aretirement home in Brook-
field and then working for the
Lisle Library District for 33
years. “I am so grateful that
Jeff and Stacie are around
for all of my questions,
starting this past spring, to
make sure I’m doing things
in the right order, so they’re
done by August. There is a
schedule most people don’t
know about. You don’t just

Sandy Wittenauer raised her hand to become a Depot
Days Car Show 50/50 Chairperson and, with the help
of Robert King, take over for Jeff and Stacie Gerdes.

popinatrailerthe day before
Depot Days. A lot happens
before then. I could call Jeff
and Stacie.

“There haven’t been any
nerves because I'm not in-
volved. I can’t buy a ticket.
That would be ethically
wrong for me to buy a ticket.
You’re not actually looking
at a pile of money sitting on
a table. You make regular
deposits at the bank.

“The pot does build up
and an excitement level is

going to come when you give
the big check to the winner.
That is the cherry on top.
Giving the big check to the
winner is what you work so
hard for. Also, the four prizes
of $2,500 each. Those are
nothing to sneeze at and are
very generous.”

For Jeff Gerdes, the tran-
sition is, well, different.

Jeff and Stacie were the
go-to 50/50 figures, although
they had help from many
other volunteers, from 1991

@@g the Bepol @%/
STIHL

wHusqvarna
205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225

mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com
SALES & - stihl outdoor Power Equipment

SERVICE

* Husqvarna Mowers

to 2022 with only one Au-
gust off, 2020 because of
COVID-19.

“It’s bittersweet to a cer-
tain point. My wife Stacie
and I have been running the
Depot Days Car Show 50/50
since Day 1,” said Gerdes,
who will stay involved with
the car show. “It’s bitter-
sweet, but it’s time to pass it
along to someone with new
enthusiasm, new energy, and
is willing to take it over and
wants to do a good job.

“Afteryears of searching,
someone finally said, “Yeah,
I cando it’. It was kind of a
shock. I initially thought, ‘I
have someone who says they

can do it, but can they actu-

ally do it’. Sandy is a great

lady. She is very organized,

jumped in with both feet,
and she’s doing great.

“There were nerves at

the start on our side, but the
nerves are gone now.”

Gerdes remembers the
beginning very vividly.

The first winner of the
50/50took home a whopping
$750. At that point Jeff and
Stacie did not think it would
reach the levels it has.

Winnings have been in
the $100,00 range for most of
the 21% century as the 50/50
has brought in $2.4 million
from2001-2022 and has paid
out $1.2 million.

Last year’s winner tak-
ing home $99,430 and the
2015 chosen ticket holde:
claimed the 50/50’s largest
pot, $149, 333.

“A couple of friends of
mine and I were walking
around begging people to
buy tickets. Boy, it grew
and grew,” Jeff Gerdes said.
“Once we got past 2012.
the 50/50 has had a minc
of its own. People wanted
tickets. We didn’t have tc
ask anymore; people werec
askingus. It’s good money.
People think they have @
better chance of winning
our money than the lottery.
so why not?”

“The original idea was
to help the Depot Muse-
um with their expenses.
We did that and the 50/5(
kept growing and growing
Eventually, it got to the
point where we could help
out the Depot financially
and help other people.
That was the premise of
the whole thing. Now, we
help many organizations
every year.”

Wittenauer said cutting a
check for nonprofit organi-
zations is her favorite par
of her new role.

With the help of Jeff anc
Stacie Gerdes she is learn-
ing and becoming comfort-
able with all of her duties.




Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2023

The Amboy News, The Mendota Reporter,
The Rochelle News-Leadere 5

Ashley Grim, left, has made some power moves in her
first year as the director of Miss Amboy. She's imple-
mented a new recruiting strategy, boosted the con-
testant numbers, and incorporated a $1,000 college
scholarship. She's done it all with the support of her
husband Alex Grim and their three children, left to
right, Carter, Emma, and Kane. (Photo contributed)

Everything new
Miss Amboy has new director, new strategy, new numbers

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Reporter

AMBOQOY —When Ashley
Grim was named first run-
ner-up Miss Congeniality
in the 2010 Miss Amboy
pageant, she didn’t think
she would ever be the
director.

Fast forward 13 years
and here we are, Grim is
the new director and she
has immediately made
executive decisions and
taken action to boost Miss
Amboy.

“Backin 2010, I ran for
Miss Amboy. I’ve always
had a passion for the con-
test that is important for
every girl,” said Grim, who
is married to Alex Grim
with three children. “When
Emily Leffelman was step-

Have a safe and fun
time at this year’s
Amboy Depot Days.

MIHM-JONES

FUNERAL HOME
AMBOY

Call 815-857-2611
www.thejonesth.com

Patrick Jones Jr. and Christopher Jones

1| 08162023

ping down, I decided it was
time to see if I could take
over the pageant.

“I asked her if I could
do it. She said there were
a few other women who
were interested in being the
director. She chose me and
now I’m doing everything
I can to turn the pageant
around.”

Grim, born and raised in
Amboyanda2013 Amboy
High School graduate,
started recruiting high
school-aged contestants
at the end of the 2022-23
school year as she wanted
to get a jump on the 2023
pageant.

The new strategy
worked well as there are
31 participants combined
through the ranks, Little
Miss, Little Mister, Junior

Miss, and Miss Amboy.

There are eight girls
vying for Miss Amboy,
which is six more than last
August.

“Last year there was
only two girls in Miss Am-
boy. One was an incoming
freshman and the other was
an eighth grader,” Grim
said. “I closed the age to
only allow high school
students to do it because
I feel there is a maturity
level from junior high to
high school. That one year
makes a difference. I want
the girls to be mature, be
good representatives of
Amboy, and I want them
to take this role seriously
because you are the face of
Amboy for the next year.

“I also went to the
schools and sat at the lunch

tables to talk to girls and
try to get them to join the
pageant. I brought pop-
corn, chocolate, and tried
to get to know them. I
wanted to know why they
were or were not interest-
ed, and what would make
them interested. I got to
know the kids 1-on-1 and
it definitely helped.”

The eight Miss Am-
boy contestants are Bri-
anna Henkel, Hayden
Hunsberger, Magdalena
Keene, Alexa Morris,
Madison O’Malley, Emi-
lie Reed-Dempsey, Emily
Sachs, and Brooklyn Strub.

Not only are they com-
peting for Miss Amboy, but
for the first time in pageant
history, they’re also in con-

See Grim Page 9
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Way The Weather Be
72 Degrees And Sunny!

"See us for your custom and antique car insurance!"
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Choice® & ASSOCIATES INC.

Our ‘Fami[y CProtecting Your Tamify

P.O. BOX 349, Sublette, IL 61367
Sublette 849-5219
LaMoille 638-2171 ¢ Amboy 857-2125

N

08182021 /,




6 « The Amboy News, The Mendota Reporter,
The Rochelle News-Leader Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2023

... AMBOY DEPOT DAYS
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" RAugust 24,29, 26 & 217

Thursday, August 24 - “Family Night” Register at www.amboy.net
5pm-10pm Food Stands open 8am-1pm  Semi Big Rig Show and Amboy Farm Amboy’s Depot Days is
5 pm - Bags Tournament - downtown East Ave - 6 pm Tractor. Downtown Amboy. presented to benefit the
N tCournarr:ent Etarts y Sound gam-gpm gor?néunitz Wige Garage Sales Amboy Depot Museum.
pm-10pm Carnival on Depot Museum Grounds am-opm  Craft Booths - Downtown -
“Family Night Special” Arm bands $30.00 for 11am-10pm Food Stands open - Depot Museum Grounds Your SI:Ipport is greatly
unlimited rides 11am Kids’ meet and greet is LOL Doll and Mario appreciated. The Depot
6:30pm  Depot Days Little Dancers-on Main Stage Luigi, Pankhurst Memorial Library Days Committee wishes
7pm Miss Amboy Pageant & Little Miss Amboy 11am-1am K.C. Beer Garden: South of Bandstand to give a special thank
8:30pm  Announcement of Miss Amboy of 2023 Noon-3pm - Camival on Depot Museum Grounds you to the many people
Arm bands $30.00 for unlimited rides who volunteer their
Friday, August 25 1pm Dinosaur Show, Main Stage-Depot Museum )
8am-4pm  Community Wide Garage Sales Parking Lot time, energy and funds
8am-5pm  Craft Booths - Downtown 2pm-4pm  Whimsy Face Painting. Free Kids Event to ensure the success
10am-10pm Food Stands open - Depot Museum (Depot Parking Lot) of Depot Days.
Grounds 3pm Depot Days Parade
6pm-10pm Carnival on Depot Museum Grounds. Sponsored by the Amboy Area Lions Club - c ival db
Arm bands $30.00 for unlimited rides. www.amboylionsclub.com to sign up arnival sponsored by
7pm-9pm  Snapshot on Main Stage. FREE. Sponsored ~ 5pm Teen Turf Donkey Drop-Chance to win $$ Amboy Area Chamber of
by Shell Qil 857-4800 (located by Amboy Sporting Commerce
9pm - 1am K.C.’s Beer Garden: Class Field Trip Goods)
7pm-9pm  Journey Tribute Band, Main Stage. FREE. -
Saturday, August 26 Sponsored by KSB Hospital PIent;_( of Fl?EE p?rkmg
8:00am Sylvan Shuffle Adult 5K Run/Walk sponsored ~ 9pm-1am  K.C. Beer Garden: Kirkland is available!
by Amboy Education Foundation.

THE 2023 DEPOT DAYS SCHEDULE IS SPONSORED BY:

CITY OF AMBOY CARRIAGE HOUSE ELECTRIC THE LAST ALARM VAESSEN IMPLEMENT REPAIR, INC.

815-857-3814 815-538-5598 815-857-3483 815-849-9010
KSB CENTER FOR HEALTH SERVICES MAZE LUMBER MIHM-JONES FUNERAL HOME WOODHAVEN LAKES REALTY

- AMBOY CLINIC 815-223-1742 815-857-2611 815-849-5476

815-857-3044
ERBES REALTY LLC SENSIENT FLAVORS, LLC SUBLETTE FARMERS ELEVATOR
CGH MEDICAL CENTER & CGH 815-535-6295 815-857-3691 815-849-5222

HEALTH CLINICS

815-625-0400 AMBOY CUSD VAESSEN BROS. CHEVROLET AMBOY DENTAL GROUP

815-857-2164 815-849-5252 815-857-2015
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AMBOY DEPOT DAYS
. August 24, 29, 26 & 21
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Sunday, August 27 On West Main St. in front of First Federal.

6am-3pm 32" Annual Depot Days Car, Truck & Motorcycle Show —

Downtown Amboy_ DAILY INFORMATION
6:30-10am Pancake Breakfast: Knights of Columbus, at the Beer FREE SHUTTLE on Sunday. Park at Amboy School, 11 E. Hawley St.

Garden First Aid & Cooling Center at the Lee County Farm Bureau, 37 S. East Avenue.
8am-dpm - Crafts - Downtown Streets Food Stands & Restrooms are open all weekend on Depot Grounds
8am-4pm  Community Wide Garage Sales '
11am-4pm Food Stands Open Community-Wide Garage Sales: Friday, Saturday and Sunday 8am-5pm.
11:30am  Car, Truck & Motorcycle Show Judging Garage sale maps available at City Hall or the information booth.

Downtown Amboy Museums open for viewing. Stop in and enjoy a little of Amboy’s history.
Noon-5pm K.C. Beer Garden: South of the Bandstand The Gift Shop will be open.

Noon-4pm  Carnival on Depot Museum Grounds.

it Car Show Registration and information - Contact Garth Dallam 815/857-2946.
Arm bands $30.00 for unlimited rides.

www.amboycarshow.com
3pm Depot Days Car, Truck & Motorcycle Show Awards
Presentation & 50/50 Drawing. Main Stage by Depot NO PETS ALLOWED
Museum
Thank you to our Event Sponsors
Johnson Oil Company
KSB
THE 2023 DEPOT DAYS SCHEDULE IS SPONSORED BY:
GREEN RIVER OAKS RESORT AMBOY VETERINARY & TREGO VET SERVICES AMBOY SHELL
815-857-2815 815-857-2215 815-857-2990
SUBLETTE BP
SUBLETTE MECHANICAL SUBLETTE COLLISION CENTER 815-849-9013
815-849-5223 815-849-9090
BECKER DETAILING
MENDOTA HILLS CAMPGROUND AMBOY NEWS 815-823-7697
815-849-5930 815-857-2311
LEFFELMAN & ASSOCIATES

815-857-2125
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By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY - The Amboy
Depot Days didn’t start off
with a car show.

But when the Amboy
Depot Days Car, Truck,
and Motorcycle Show was
inserted 33 years ago, it in-
stantly became a fan favorite
and the centerpiece to Depot
Days.

Throuhout the years the
expectations have stayed
the same.

Awesome cars.

Lots of people.

A judged contest.

And tons of fun.

“We hope everyone
comes to show off their cars,
to look at great cars, and to
buy 50/50 tickets,” said Car

Calling all cars to Amboy
The Car Show is the Depot Days centerpiece

The 32nd Annual Amboy Depot Days Car, Truck and Motorcycle Show will be held
on Sunday, Aug. 27. (Amboy News file photo)

Show President Garth Dal-
lam, who has been involved
since the first show. “The one

thing we’ve learned over
the years is people don’t
like change. We stick to our

format and we have good
shows. The registration tent,
the 50/50 trailer, and the gate

“The Main “Flower Shop

Cindy and Jeff are celebrating
20 years in business!!

Stop in and

see us during

Depot Days!

Like and follow us on
o for specials and
promotions

themainflowershop.com « 815-857-3545 « 232 East Main Street, Amboy

815-398-1333

Serving Lee, Ogle, Whiteside,
Bureau and Winnebago County

www.Peakmedicalhomecare.com

08172022

LEE CENTER

815-857-3523

ROCHELLE

815-562-8723

Big enoughto serve you
Small enough to Know you

ELEVATOR ¢« TRUCKING ¢« AGRONOMY « SEED

where you come in hasn’t
changed in 30 years. The
only year we haven't had a
show was in 2020 because
of COVID-19.”

There was one change in
the strategic planning of the
car show.

Dallam and the Car Show
Committee went to unusual
locations to try to recruit a
different batch of cars and
car owners.

“This year, we went to
different car shows than we
usually go to whether they
were large ones or small
ones,” said Dallam, who
added 6,500 flyers were
given to car show goers last
summer. “We’re hoping to
get some different cars in
our show. There are a group
of guys who haven’t missed
ashow yet. They keep com-
ing back because they like
the show.

“It’s a judged show and
wetry tohave guys who have
been doing it for a while or
guys who are in the auto-
motive industry judge cars.”

The blueprint of the
Depot Days Car Show is
etched in stone and chisels
out success.

However, outside inter-
ference has hindered the
show the last few years.

“Last year, at around 3
p-m. on Sunday, we had wa-
ter coming up to the curb on
Main Street because of all of
the rain,” Dallam said. “The
weather put a damper on ev-
erything. There are more and
more car shows on the day
of our car show now. There
are at least two in northern
Illinois on the same date that
I know of.

“When I talk to people
who are involved in other car
shows, they say their num-
bers are up. But because of
weather being unfavorable
and the date being booked
by other car shows, we’ve
been down a little bit.”

Fingers are crossed for
great Depot Days Car Show
weather and for car showers
and car viewers to come to
Amboy.

Pre-registration is rec-
ommended as the entry fee
remains $10, but early birds
receive perks such as having
all of the paperwork and dash
cardfilled outand ready to be
placed on the dashboard and
$5 worth of 50/50 tickets.

Specializing in:

- Income Tax Filing
- Sales Tax Filing

- Payroll Processing

- Monthly Bookkeeping

P4 mcgrawtax@outlook.com

113 W. Main Street
Sublette, IL 61367

(815) 994-0609

f Check us out on Facebook!
Over 25 years of experience!
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'It's-a me, Mario'

AMBOY —Turtleshells
with spikes, green pipes,
skeletons, and mushrooms
are, figuratively, currently
growing at the Pankhurst
Memorial Library. Why?

Because Mario and
Luigi, and an LOL Doll
will take over the library
during Amboy Depot Days
at11a.m.-1p.m.,Saturday
Aug. 26. For a character
meet and greet.

“There will be excit-
ing stuff happening at
the library during Depot
Days with the characters
here,” said Emily Goff,
who has been the director
at Pankhurst Memorial Li-
brary for eight years. “We
always have a pretty good
turnout, and everyone is
excited to see them.”

The City of Amboy
chooses the characters and
the Pankhurst Memorial

Library offersthemaplace
to meet the community
and make tons of children
smile.

In past years, kids have
dressed up like characters
such as Elsa from “Fro-
zen”.

It will only make sense
if the library is taken over
by multiple Marios, Luigis,
and LOL Dolls.

“It’s always a good
thing to have something
that can bring people into
the library,” Goff said. We
look forward to it every
year.”

Last year, Merida from
Brave and a Minion from
Minions and Despicable
Me delighted Depot Days
goers.

In other years, Captain
America, Spiderman, and
members of Paw Patrol
have visited.

Race Day is Sat. Aug. 26, 2023

The Corporate and Family Challenge
are back again this year!

- - . . A
Student ... $15*
*Plus Processing Fee - rate good through Aug. 12, 2023
(© 73] 11 1= $25*
*Plus Processing Fee
Mail-IN ..o $30
Race DAy ......ccecvivrmmmmmiirmnmen e nnmmsnns $35

Pre-Race packet pickup:
Friday, August 25th from 4-6:30 pm at the lobby of

the new High School entrance.
All proceeds to benefit the students of Amboy, CUSD 272.

Grim from Page 5

tention for a $1,000 scho-
lastic scholarship donated
by the Amboy Depot Days
Car Show Committee.

“I figured an incentive
suchasacollegescholarship
would help get a few more
girls in Miss Amboy,” Grim
said. “We had our first meet-
ing with the girls a couple of
weeks ago and I asked them,
‘Why haven’t you been in
Miss Amboy? You’re seniors
and this has been going on for
years.” They mostly didn’t
know about it or it was too
late to enter when they found
out. Maybe an opportunity
to earn money for college
can help make girls aware
of Miss Amboy.”

Grim, a hair stylist who
rents a booth at The Ware-
house, always has topics for

discussions with her clients. Miss Amboy, the pageant

With the changes and will be toward the top of

new energy surrounding the chat list.

Colligion? Hail? Critters?
WE ARE THE BEST PART OF A BAD SITUATION
Professional auto body services at affordable prices.

Quality. Convenience. Reliability.

;{X\ Join us for
—_— S i — a fun filled
Collision{Center;

344 US Ri. 52, Sublette, IL
815-849-9090

Email: sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com

Depot
Days!
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Sylvan Shuffle returns for third annual SK run/walk

By BRANDON LaCHANCE member, and his wife Virginia passed away
Amboy News Reporter in 2020.

AMBOY - There has been a 5K run/ The third annual Sylvan Shuffle will begin
walk at the Amboy Depot Days for 16 years.  at 8 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 26 with entry fee

Originally named the Depot Days Dash,  being $15 for 18-under and $25 for 19-plus.
the 3.3-mile event was renamed the Sylvan “Sylvan Leffelman was an intricate part
Shuffle in 2021 after Sylvan Leffelman,
a longtime Amboy Education Foundation See Sylvan Shuffle, Page 13

Drive Safe & Enjoy Depot Days!

COUNTRY Financial® helps you take simple steps
today with personalized insurance and financial
services that can have a big impact on your family’s
future. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.
#TakeSimpleSteps

Compton * 815-343-8047
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette * 815-849-5171

Give Karen
a call for a
competitive
quote on 37 South East Ave.
your home Amboy, IL 61310
and auto Phone: (815) 857-3591e Fax: (815) 857-3532

Brent insurance! ) . .
Seggebruch Auto/Home/Life/Business/Retirement

« 24/7 Light/Medium Duty « Jump Starts
Towing & Recovery » Fuel Delivery
» Auto Truck Repair * Flat Tire Changes
« Emergency Roadside * Lock Out Service
Assistance « Secure Impound Yard

Welcome to

Amboy Depot Days

Enjoy a free concert of
Snapshot
Friday, August 25

from 7 pm - 9 pm on the Main Stage, in
Downtown Ambhoy

bp

08162023

THIS FREE CONCERT IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

i JOHNSON OIL COMPANY

Amboy Shell Express Lane
342 N Mason Ave., Amboy

Sublette BP G
Also stop by the Amboy Shell Express Lane to purchase your Amboy Depot Days 50/50 Raffle Tickets!! REY Penuns;It\t/Znia sf,s Sublette
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Enjoy your weekend at
Depot Days!

Woodha ven f akes
Mary Lovgren Justin Wiley Sal Bayron N EM
815-994-1449 815-849-5390 312-952-3409

WOODHAVEN LAKES REALTY, INC.  Bonita Willis

509 LaMoille Rd., Sublette, IL 61367 S
esignated

Managing Broker

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
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Grjoy Depor Daya!

Continuing our tradition of providing quality legal
services to Lee County.

(815) 288-4949 - eghclaw.com

114 E Everett St., Suite 300, Dixon, IL 61021

08172022

Farm Tractors on display Saturday

AMBOY — The 23 Annual Amboy
Depot Days Farm Tractor Show and Semi
Big Rig Show will be held from 8 a.m. — 1
p.m., on Saturday, Aug. 26, in downtown
Amboy.

Tractors will receive dash plaques and
door prizes.

SDIRAS

AMBOY

KATHERINE SHAW BETHEA HOSPITAL

5 A UM 2050
SX'\\j/‘ \ \)::||) () | I)/\

The tractors will also take part in the
annual Depot Days parade. Line-up for
the parade starts at 1 p.m., with the parade
beginning at 3 p.m.

For more information about the annual
tractor show, please contact John at 815-
973-4676.

KSB Amboy Clinic

305 E Joe Drive
(815) 857-3044
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Quilt Raffle to Benefit Depot Museum

Becky Welty donated
another one of her extrav-
agant quilts to the Amboy
Depot Museum for a Depot
Days raffle.

This is the third year
Welty’s skill and handy-
work has been raffled at
the annual festival.

“They’re beautiful
quilts. She is so generous
to donate these beauti-
ful quilts,” said Depot
Museum Director Peggy

(Shapiro) Horstman. “The
people who have seen the
quilt, want it. We’re very
lucky that she has chosen
the Depot Museum to gift
these quilts.”

This year’s red and
white quilt, which could
honor the Amboy Clippers,
4% of July, Christmas, and
Valentine’s Day, is queen
sized, 82x94 inches, of
100-percent cotton.

Tickets are selling $2

LUBE CUBE PLUS

BRIAN DEERY
OWNER

1-815-539-5920
TIREGUYS66@YAHOO0.COM

1214 WASHINGTON ST.
MENDOTA, IL 61342

per ticket or three for $5
atAmboy City Hall (where
the quiltislocated) and the
Amboy Depot Museum.
Tickets can also be pur-
chased from any member
of the Depot Museum
Commission.

The drawing will take
place at 2 p.m. Sunday,
Aug. 27.

(Amboy News story
and photo by Brandon
LaChance)

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent
1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068

Bus: 815-562-7011
Shane@ShaneHuber.com
Mon- Fri, 8:30a-5:00P
Scheduled Appointments
State Farm

Bloomington, IL
2101554

08172022

Scavenger hunting at the Amboy Depot Museum

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY - Sometimes
we fall in the habit of saying,
‘Same ole, same ole,” when
it comes to ideas or events.

Not this year.

The Amboy Depot Mu-
seum is bringing something
new as it will have a scaven-
ger hunt during Depot Days
for children 3-7.

“We have photos of
things that are in the Depot
Museum and they have
to find them,” said Depot
Museum Director Peggy
(Shapiro) Horstman. “We

Sylvan Shuffle
continued from Page 10

of the Amboy Education
Foundation,” said Amboy
Education Foundation Pres-
ident Mark Becker. “When
I joined, he was the last re-
mainingoriginal member that
served on the foundation’s
board. He was our president
for a couple of decades.
“After he passed away,
it was one of those things
where we thought it would
bereallynicetoacknowledge
his contribution to Amboy,
the Amboy Education Foun-
dation, and to education as
a whole. That’s why it was
renamed the Sylvan Shuffle.

Here's the deal. You switch. You save.

The right insurance at
the right place is
available now.

On average, you'll save
$597+!

All you need to do is
make the switch.

It's easy. Just call me
today.

Individual premiums and budgets will vary

by customer. All applicants subject to State
Farm® underwriting requirements.

have a little gift for them at
the end if they find all of the
items. This is something new
thisyear. It’ll give these little
kids a challenge.

“One of the members of
our commission took her
grandchild to another mu-
seum, Northwest Territory
Historic Center in Dixon,
which had a scavenger hunt.
Her and her grandchild
thought it was so much fun.
She told us about it, I went,
and asked them if I could
borrow their idea.

“They were very helpful.
They said it’s very popular

It’sanice way to continue the
legacy left by Sylvan and his
wife Virginia.”

The Sylvan Shuffle,
which features a family
challenge and a corporate
challenge with teams of at
leastfive runners vying to see
who finishes the best, starts at
Amboy High School, runs by
Central School, past the old
junior highbuilding (whichis
currently being demolished)
onS. Appleton Avenue, down
to Amboy City Park, works
back to the downtown area
on East Avenue, and ends at
the Amboy Depot Museum.

Last year, the 5K had 180
participants.

“We get really great par-
ticipation. We have people

with kids and we thought it
would be a fun thing for us
to try.”

The Depot is excited to
offer something new and
exciting for the younger
generation of Depot Days
goers.

Scavenging the museum
and other events at the mu-
seum are in thanks to the
Depot Days Car Show’s
50/50 tickets sales and other
donations.

Last year, the Car Show
Committee donated $12,000
to the Amboy Depot Mu-
seum.

that have ran or walked in
the SK every year that it has
been held,” said Becker, who
has been the foundation’s
president for 10 years and
has been involved in Amboy
education fornearly 30 years.
“It’s really nice to see those
familiar faces and they bring
their kids. I was recently
contacted from someone who
lives out of state and he has
been wanting to participate
since it was renamed.

“He is coming back this
year to walk in the shuffle.
Sylvan was important to a lot
of people in this community.”

To register for the 2023
Sylvan Shuffle visit, runsig-
nup.com/Race/IL/Amboy/
SylvanShuffie.

¢ \/accinations
e Farm Calls

e Surgery & General Practice
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By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY —When Donna
Wellman was first asked to
be the Depot Days Parade
Grand Marshall for the 2023
DepotDays, herfirstreaction
was shock.

“I said, ‘Oh no, I don’t
think I’'m worthy ofbeing the
grand marshal of the parade,’
said Wellman.

Actually, it’s shocking
she hasn’t been asked to be
the grand marshal before.

Wellman, 88, hasn’t al-
ways lived in Amboy but she
was only a hop away as she
lived on Shaw Road with a
West Brooklyn address as
a kid, went to little country

schools until she started
eighth grade at Lee Center,
and graduated from Lee
Center High School in the
Class of 1952.

Amboy residency be-
came official in 1955 after
she married Richard Wagner
(1932-2008; co-owned the
Amboy News from 1971-
80).

The couple lived in a
three-room apartment on
W. Division Street before
moving to a home on S.
Jefferson Street in 1958 and
raising their children Jeffrey
Wagner (now 65) and John
Wagner (62).

Donna Wellman still
bakes in the kitchen of the

house on S. Jefferson.

“I’m a cookie baker
and they call me, ‘Grandma
Baker.” I bake cookies for
Teen Turf,” said Wellman,
who married Don Wellman
(1934-2015)in2010. “Imade
acoupleofpies for TeenTurf’s
fundraiser at the Lee County
Fair and 4-H Show in July.
I try to donate as much as |
can. When we have a blood
drive for the Amboy Civic
Organization (ACO),Idonate
cookies for that.

“I'm a cookie and a pie
baker. I’'m not much into
cakes.”

With the quote alone, you
can tell Wellman is involved
with many organizations.

“Grandma Baker” makes
cookies for Teen Turf as
she has volunteered for 15
years and was honored as the
2010 Volunteer of Year and a
February 2023 Volunteer of
the Week through the state
of Illinois.

Wellman belongs to the
ACO, the Amboy Depot
Museum, and the First Con-
gregational United Church of
Christ in Lee Center.

Beforedisbandingin2023,
she was on the Lee County
Home Extension Associa-
tion Board for 10 years and
a member for 38 years. This
runalsoincludedbeingnamed
Homemaker of the Year in
2002.

Andthereisagood chance
you ate a Wellman donut at
Casey’s as she came every
morning for 12 years.

It doesn’t matter what the
organizationis, whenitcomes
to baking, being involved,
and helping the community,
Wellman is there.

“I think it’s real important
to support the children of the
community,” Wellman said.
“We need to help them in any
way thatwe canand keep them
outoftrouble. Weneedto help
anyone who needs help.

“The saying, “Try to do a
kind dead a day’, is true and
is my motive.”

For 40 years Becker Auto Body has offered
automotive services to Amboy, IL
and the surrounding areas.

Family owned
& operated

By Joe and Jen Dewey

33 S. East Ave.

Amboy, IL 61310
beckerautobody1(@gmail.com

Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2023

Donna Wellman chosen to be the Depot Days Parade Grand Marshall
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50/50 more than just big winner

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY - If you thought the Depot Days Car Show
50/50 planning started the first day of the summer spectac-
ular, you are incorrect.

Actually, planning starts in the spring and many of the
setup process are taking care of in May and June.

Just ask new 50/50 Chairperson Sandy Wittenauer.

“I don’t like to do nothing, so I threw my hand up to
take the reins of the 50/50 and people appreciate the help,”
Wittenauer said. “I don’t know how the Jeft and Stacie
Gerdes worked jobs and did the Car Show and the 50/50
(since 1991). The phone calls, the ordering, and all the other
responsibilities makes it a semi-full-time job in July and
August. They made it work somehow.

“I'hope to do the same since I’'m not a procrastinator. I’'m
always looking weeks to a month ahead. Printing T-shirts,
you have to plan ahead to give the printer time to print the
50/50 T-shirts. The tickets have to be proofread, approved,
and printed in May. We received the 400,000 tickets in June.
There were lawn signs ordered and printed.

“There are still things to be done, but I think I’m pretty
ready.”

Wittenauer and her right-hand man, 50/50 Chairperson
Robert King, have 21 places selling 50/50 tickets.

They routinely call and check to see if the locations
need more tickets or if there is anything else the two-person
committee can help with.

Although the journey of making the tickets, seeing the
tickets sold, and people smiling after their name is pulled
from the thousands is enjoyable, those aspects are not at
the top of Wittenauer’s list.

“I get a lot of joy at the meeting we have after Depot
Days is over when we get to disperse the other half of the
money to people and organizations that wrote us a letter
asking for a contribution,” Wittenauer said. “I’'m happy
there is a winner who walks away with a lot of money. I
hope they do well with it. But, I’m happier to spread the
money to the ones asking for a contribution. It person-
ally feels good to say, ‘I’m part of the car show and we

EIRT)

supported all of these organizations with their needs’.

Full Service Generator
Electircal Service/
Service Installation
Remodels *Licensed
& New *Bonded
Construction *Insured

Franklin Grove, IL « 815-456-7036
Hillikerelectricllc.com
€ Like and Follow us on FB

A local
farmer once
asked me to
make a list of
all the plants
that grew on
his preserved
railroad prairie.
It took many
hours over a
period of two Jim "Maxie" Long
years to find
them all. The prairie was a three or
four-acre plot along the old CB&Q
railroad. The right-of-way on both
sides of the preserved prairie had
been converted into cultivated land.

The final tally of species of plants
that grew there was 230. Several of
them were common railroad weeds
from foreign lands, and several were
not prairie plants. Itis remarkable that
so many prairie plants could persist
after more than 100 years of abuse
and neglect. There were 16 species of
native sedges and 24 different grasses.
The true prairie grasses such as Big
and Little Bluestem were common.
The Indiangrass and Cord grass and
Switch grass were there. The Sand-
hill grasses represented by Porcupine
grass, Purple Top, Purple Lovegrass,
several Panicum, and Three-awn
grasses were also there.

Also present were nine different
kinds of Aster, including the Amethyst
Aster that is rarely seen today. Along
with four different goldenrods. It was

The irony of our railroads

~

nice to see the Sweet William Phlox
and the Prairie Phlox growing near the
rare Prairie Milkweed and Marsh Pea
and Rattlesnake Root. There too, near
the Compass Plants, I found several
Prairie Lilies.

It good to know that several railroad
prairies have been set aside for pres-
ervation. Local nature guardians are
dedicated to the upkeep of these prairies.
I hope they remain preserved for the
future study of Illinois’ natural prairies.

ek

In 1820, prairie covered roughly
22 million acres in Illinois. Now,
200 years later, less than 2500
acres of high-quality prairie re-
main. Almost all of it was lost to
plowing and paving. Our prairies
now survive mainly in scattered
fragments: Often found in pioneer
cemeteries, on bluffs high above
rivers, and ironically, along railroad

rights-of-way and on abandoned
railroad beds. -- Editor

Editor’s Note: James Brady
Long was born in Amboy on June
12, 1926. Known by many as
“Mazie”, he grew up in Amboy,
served in the army during World
War II, then studied forestry at the
Michigan College of Mining and
Technology. His studies in botany
and forest protection continued as
he ventured into farming here. A be-
loved story-teller, his farm became
a place of learning and adventure
for relatives and friends. In his later
years, he contributed a series of local
nature articles to The Amboy News.
Upon his death in 2000, his many
hand-written drafts were gathered
and initially curated by Brenda
Boyle. The present, renewed series
draws from those drafts, both un-
publishedandpreviouslypublished.j

Family Run, Family Fun
Welcome to...

Family owned and operated, we pride ourselves on being an
affordable FUN destination for families of all sizes.

Dennis and Nanette Gillan, Campground Owners
1442 Sleepy Hollow Road, Amboy, IL
greenriveroaks @yahoo.com
www.greenriveroaks.com

815-857-2815

08182021

The Little Details Matter

Becker Detailing
Detailing, Paint Correction,
Ceramic Coating and More!

WeatherTech DigitalFit
Floor Liners/Cargo Liners

Ask about or check out our car care accessories on our FB page!
204 N. Jefferson Ave., Suite A, Amboy, IL

815-823-7697

On Facebook and Instagram @BeckerDetailing
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Rolling out the wrestling mats

First annual Meet in the Streets introduced
Saturday at 2023 Depot Days

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY - Brent Mon-
tavon has dedicated his time
and energy to the sport he
loves as a wrestler and as the
current Amboy High School
wrestling coach.

Now, he wants to bring
wrestling to Amboy Depot
Days.

The firstannual Meetinthe
Streets Old-Timers Wrestling
Tournament is going to take
place Saturday, Aug. 26 at 37
South East Ave.

“My buddy John Janssen
and I are putting together this
tournament,” Montavon said.
“He’s going to help me coach
the high school wrestling team
this year also. He’s from Am-
boy and moved to Minnesota
when he was in high school.
His son Trevor is big into
wrestlingandwonaMinnesota
state championship as a senior
and finished second in each of
his first three seasons.

“Itwaskind of John’s idea.
When he asked what I was
doing for fundraisers, I told
him about my raffle tickets.
He suggested an old timer’s
tournament.”

The tournament is a fund-
raiser as Montavon will have
a donation box and there will
be 50/50 tickets for $20.

Montavon has the wres-
tling mats polished and ready
torollout. Hehastwo IHSA of-
ficialsin Polo’s Mark Downey
and Sterling’s Neil Richmond.

Although Montavon and
Janssen are pushing for 12
teams of wrestlers who are
21-over and are not currently
wrestling in college, nine
teams have already registered.

“I’'m excited. I have hun-
dreds of people who want
to watch this. It’s going to
be crazy,” Montavon said.
“Everyone I've talked to from
different towns have said, ‘I
can’t wait to come watch the
tournament’. Some of these
guys that are coming are from
Elgin, Olympia, Sterling, Rock
Falls, Byron, Dixon, and two
teams are from Chicago.

“Some of these guys are
training for MMA."

The wrestlers weighing in
for the eight offered weight
classes (145, 155, 165, 175,
190, 215, 245, and 295) will
have the chance to compete
forbelts, medals, and trophies.

The winning team will
take home a championship
belt and second and third will
receivetrophies. Wrestlers will
receive medals and there are
two plaques for the Quickest
PinAward and the Outstanding
Wrestler Award.

Waiting on the donkey

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY - Teen Turf is once again providing the most
anticipated waiting game of Amboy Depot Days, the
Donkey Drop.

“We’re doing the Donkey Drop again where a donkey
will be a on a 100-square game board,” said Eileen Piper,
Teen Turf Executive Director. “Whatever number the don-
key does his business on, whoever bought that number is
the winner. It used to be where the numbers were in propet
order, now we mix them up to make it fairer.

“A lot of people buy the tickets to support us, but they
do get a kick out of watching to see where the animal is
going to use the bathroom so they can win or not.”

The Donkey Drop will start at 5 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 26
and will finish when the donkey finds the winner square
to make a mess on.

Tickets are $10 apiece for each of the 100 squares. The
$1,000 is split 50/50 between the winner and Teen Turf. I
the donkey’s droppings land on two squares, the winning
ticket holders will split the $500.

Piper’s husband, Larry Piper (who she calls the handy-
man who makes Teen Turf work) and Mark Grossman are
in charge of marking the Donkey Drop board.

The waiting game will not be the only Depot Days festiv-
ities Teen Turfis involved with as the nonprofit youth group
will be in Saturday’s Depot Days Parade and monitoring
the Amboy High School parking lot.

“The kids enjoy being part of the parade. This year we
have anew bus that we’re hopefully going to have our logos
on this year,” Eileen Piper said. “Our number of kids has
been growing. We were blessed to get some grant money
and we were able to purchase a bus. It’s a small bus that
most schools use for their sports teams.

“Before, we would have to take multiple loads to get
equipment and people to where they were going. Now, we
can take one load, and everyone is where they need to be.
It is wonderful.”

Brooklyn Strub, a five-year Teen Turf volunteer, is spon-
sored by Teen Turf in the Miss Amboy pageant.

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

Have a great
time at
Depot Days!
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AMBOY — Grab your Converse and studded belts and get ready to rock out to all your
favorite 90’s and 2000’s pop-punk hits. Class Field Trip will perform on Friday, Aug. 25
from 9 p.m. - | a.m., at the K.C.’s Beer Garden.

AMBOY — Breaking out of a small town more than two hours west of Chicago, Kirk-
land knows how formidable it is to make a name in a scene as an outsider. Kirkland wil
perform on Saturday, Aug. 26 from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m., in the K of C Beer Garden.

AMBOY — Snap Shot is the Ultimate Classic Rock Experience in clubs, at festivals,
plus private and corporate events all over Northern Illinois and the Chicago suburbs. You’ll
know every song we play and every one is danceable. Snap Shot will perform on Friday,
Aug. 25 from 7 - 9 p.m., on the Main Stage.

HAVE A FUN AND SAFE DEPOT DAYS!

NEW AND USED AGRICULTURE AND
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT.

CALL
Stephanie Delhotal

815-590-6820

Dave Delhotal
815-719-2631

839 US Highway 52, Amboy, IL
815-857-2188
www.dsk-ag.com

08162023

Daily
Drink
Specials

Enjoy Your Time In Amboy!

_ 43 S East Ave. - Amboy, IL

08182021




Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2023

The Amboy News, The Mendota Reporter,
The Rochelle News-Leadere 19

Come to see the NEW...

AMBOY — New Fron-
tiers: The Definitive Journey
Tribute was formed in 2015
by guitarist Jimi Goare, with
the idea that the MUSIC of
this legendary band be paid
its proper due. Instead of
emulating other tributes that
“look™ like Journey, New
Frontiers chooses to focus
on recreating that classic
Journey sound that everyone
knows and loves.

From Neal Schon’s sig-

nature guitar tone to the lush
harmonies that Journey is so
famous for — lead vocalists
Cliff Stanton and Jimi Goare
are able to match the soaring
voice of Steve Perry while
engaging audiences with
that familiar Perry banter.
With a veteran line-up and
Goare’s abilty to match
Schon’s classic guitar solos
note for note, the band is
a formidable alternative to
other Journey tribute bands

around the nation.

New Frontiers performs
the album versions of songs
from Evolution (1977)to Tri-
al By Fire (1996) including
Steve Perry’s firstsolo album.
The band is able to cover all
vocal parts with ease, deliv-
ering a full-on, and accurate
concert experience.

New Frontiers: The De-
finitive Journey Tribute will
take the Main Stage from 7—9
p-m., on Saturday, Aug. 26.

Stay ©o see
ﬁ[}gg,@l]@? at

tne MWKKY@U

Depot Dayst

VAESSEN
L BROTHERS
B) CHEVROLET, INC,

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926

Rt. 52 N. Sublette, IL,
Ph. 815-849-5232
or 1-800-227-5203

www.vaessenbrothers.com

08162023

AMBOY FOOD & LIOQUOR

During Depot Days, stop hy the
Amhoy Deli and Butcher Shop!

Amboy Deli
Hours
Monday - Saturday
7am-7pm
Sunday -
g am -6 pm

Pizza - Sub Sandwiches on Freshly Baked Bread - Burgers
- Breakfast Subs - Salads - Wraps including Gluten Free

- BBQ Pork Chops - Steaks - Homematde Beef Sticks -
Shrimp < Chicken

Deposit Your Depot Days

202ESMainiStreet
Amboy/I%61310

Silsz85151 02
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