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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

Plan to attend
this year’s Festival,

Aug. 10-13, in
downtown Mendota!

Thursday, Aug. 10
3-5 p.m. – A special afternoon for special kids. The 

carnival will be open for a private armband for anyone 
with special needs and their immediate family. Call the 
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce at 815-539-6507 
for details.

5-7 p.m. – The Acoustix performing in First State 
Bank Hospitality Tent.

6-10 p.m. – Carnival Midway opens to general public. 
Food & merchandise booths open.

7 p.m. – Silverstone Junction performing on First 
State Bank stage.

7-10 p.m. – Teen Dance Night with DJ Skidmarc & 
DJ Famou5 on Main Street stage.

Friday, Aug. 11
All Day – Magic Matt performing his strolling magic 

& balloon artistry in downtown Mendota.
10:30 a.m. – Food & merchandise booths open. First 

State Bank Hospitality Tent opens for the day.
11 a.m.-1 p.m. – DJ Good Vybz performing in First 

State Bank Hospitality Tent.
Noon – Carnival Midway opens. Discount armband 

from noon-4 p.m.
2-4 p.m. – The Acoustix performing in First State 

Bank Hospitality Tent.
6:30-7:15 p.m. – Andrew Bloomquist with pre-pag-

eant entertainment on First State Bank stage.
7:30 p.m. – Sweet Corn Festival Queen Pageant on 

First State Bank stage.
7:30 p.m.-Midnight – Beer Garden opens, featuring 

Greenfield Station.

Saturday, Aug. 12
All Day – Magic Matt performing his strolling magic 

& balloon artistry in downtown Mendota.
9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Crafters Market Place & Flea Market, 

located in Veterans Park in downtown Mendota and 
Mendota Elks Lodge parking lot at Indiana Avenue & 
Jefferson Street.

10 a.m. – Mini-Royalty Pageant on First State Bank 
stage. Young girls & boys competing to wear the crown 
of Mini King & Mini Queen.

10:30 a.m. – Food & merchandise booths open. First 
State Bank Hospitality Tent opens for the day.

11 a.m.-1 p.m. – Nicodemus musical performance 
in First State Bank Hospitality Tent.

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. – Steve Cerqua acoustic guitar 
performance on First State Bank stage.

Noon – Carnival Midway opens.
Noon-2 p.m. – Lica Lorraine balloon artistry at corner 

of Washington Street & Eighth Avenue.
Noon-3 p.m. – Wild Style Design professional face 

painting artists will transform you into your favorite 
animal or superhero, near corner of Washington Street 
& Indiana Avenue.

Noon/2 p.m./4 p.m. – Mr. Steve performance in-
cludes music, magic, balloons and comedy at corner 
of Illinois Avenue & Jefferson Street.

2 p.m. – Sweet Corn Festival Food Contest. All 
categories of food must be made with sweet corn and 
prepared in advance. Judging at 2 p.m.at Mendota Elks 
Lodge. Entry forms at Mendota Chamber office.

2-4 p.m. – Zac Quad Music Acoustic musician per-
forming in First State Bank Hospitality Tent.

2:30-5:30 p.m. – Judson Main musical performance 
on First State Bank stage.

3:30-6:30 p.m. – Valley Katz performing in Beer 
Garden.

5-7 p.m. – DJ Good Vybz performing in First State 
Bank Hospitality Tent.

Sweet Corn Festival Calendar

See Calendar, Page A5

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Area Christian Food 
Pantry has its new location 
at 710 Sixth Ave.

However, before the new 
building can be constructed, 
the food pantry board and 
director Tracy Cooper need 
your help to raise the funds – 
$375,000 – for H&H Builders 
to officially relocate the pantry.

When complete, the new 
Mendota Area Christian 
Food Pantry, which started 
in the Holy Cross basement 
in 1987 before moving to 
its current location at 918 
Main St., will feature a wall 
of gratitude recognizing do-
nors at the highest levels of 
giving and all donations will 
be highly appreciated.

“I think a wall of gratitude 
is a perfect way to represent 
and say, ‘Thank you,’ to those 

Food Pantry fundraiser
q Help is needed to raise $375,000 for new building

A groundbreaking event was held recently at the site of 
the Mendota Area Christian Food Pantry to be located at 
710 Sixth Ave.  (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

who helped the food pan-
try,” Cooper said at the new 
building groundbreaking on 
July 11 for the building that 
will help feed residents of 
Mendota, Sublette, Earlville, 
LaMoille, Troy Grove, Tri-
umph, Compton, Meriden, 

and West Brooklyn. “We will 
be thankful for every cent 
donated toward our goal. We 
can’t thank the community 
enough for the help we’ve 
already received.

“This is for a great cause as 
we helped over 800 families 

during the pandemic and we 
currently assist approximate-
ly 200 families per month.”

The wall of gratitude 
will include five levels. Do-
nations of $25,000 will put 
an individual or business at 
the diamond level. The plat-
inum level is $15,000, gold 
is $10,000, silver is $5,000, 
and bronze is $1,000.

Donations can be mailed 
directly to the pantry or 
dropped off at 918 Main 
St. in Mendota from 8-11 
a.m. Tuesday-Friday. There 
is a donation portal on the 
pantry’s website, macfp.net, 
as well as codes for Venmo, 
GoFundMe, and PayPal. 

Since the Mendota Area 
Christian Food Pantry is a 
nonprofit charitable orga-
nization, a 501c3, contribu-
tions to the building of the 
new pantry building are tax 
deductible.

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – City 
streets and alleys have 
been selected for repair, 
it was announced at the 
Aug. 7 regular meeting 
of the Mendota City 
Council.

Streets to be redone 
under the motor fuel 
tax street maintenance 
program include: 16th 
Street from Indiana Av-
enue to Illinois Avenue; 
12th Street from Guiles 
Avenue to Stroble Ave-
nue; Michigan Avenue 
from Burlington Street 
to Chicago Street; Jeffer-
son Street from Illinois 
Avenue to Main Street; 
Second Avenue from 
Third Street to Fourth 
Street; Third Avenue 
from Cherry Street to 
Division Street; Fifth 
Avenue from Cherry 
Street to Division Street; 
Ninth Avenue from First 
Street to south end.

Alleys include east 
of Third Avenue from 
Eighth Street to Ninth 
Street, and east of Third 
Avenue from Ninth 
Street to 10th Street.

Alderman Jim Fitz-
patrick said the bid open-
ing for the work will take 
place at 10 a.m. Monday, 
Aug. 21 at the city clerk’s 
office.

Alderman John Hes-
senberger presented a 
zoning variance request 
for the resident at 1006 

City streets
designated
for repairBy BRANDON LaCHANCE

Staff writer
EARLVILLE – The be-

ginning of the summer was 
weird.

When listing all of the 
summer activities for an 
amazing summer checklist, 
watching movies at the 
Earlville Rt. 34 Drive-In 
couldn’t be added. Usually, 
since 1954, the drive-in is in 
the Top 5 for every resident 
of Earlville, Mendota, and 
many other towns.

Well, get your checklists 
back out to write the drive-
in under the items already 
checked off to help finish 
your awesome summer as 
Paul and Shelley Bottomley 
have turned on the big screen, 
opened the ticket booth, and 
popped many pounds of 
popcorn.

The Rt. 34 Drive-In had a 
soft open July 28-30 and had 
its grand opening Aug. 4-6.

“I was scared to death 
when things were first start-
ing to get going, but I’m a 
little more relaxed now,” 
said Paul Bottomley. “There 
are still nerves there because 
this is a big thing and there 
are a lot of paperwork and 
things to go through for 
film companies. I can’t just 
call up and say send me a 
copy of “Barbie,” which was 
made for millions of dollars 
and has grossed ($1 billion 
worldwide). 

“We had to do all of the 
background checks, tax num-
bers, and account numbers. 
I feel like we’ve had to do 
more for the drive-in than 
when we bought our house.”

Paul Bottomley and Ron 
Magnoni Jr. met as teenagers 
and became close friends.

Both of them worked at 

Shelley Bottomley cooks up a fresh batch of popcorn 
at the Rt. 34 Drive-In in Earlville. (Reporter photo by 
Brandon LaChance)

Rt. 34 Drive-In’s big screen is on
q Paul & Shelley Bottomley officially reopen Earlville treasure

Twin Cinemas in LaSalle and 
at the drive-in for Charles 
Dyas, who was the creator 
and original owner in 1954.

Dyas sold the drive-in to 
Magnoni Jr. in 1994 and the 
new owner kept Bottomley 
on speed dial every weekend.

When Magnoni Jr. passed 
away in February, the Bot-
tomleys knew it was their 
responsibility to keep Mag-
noni Jr.’s legacy and movies 
rolling.

“When Ron knew he was 
going to pass, it had always 
been discussed as a hypothet-
ical situation that eventually 
the drive-in would go to Paul 
and we would take over,” 

said Shelley Bottomley, who 
has helped in the concession 
stand for the last 15-20 years. 
It happened sooner than ex-
pected. We were hoping it 
wasn’t going to happen for 
another 10-20 years.

“The drive-in has always 
been a huge part of Paul’s 
life. When we started dating, 
we came to the drive-in for 
a date. On the way home, he 
said, ‘Congratulations, you 
passed inspection.’ I didn’t 
realize it was an inspection. 
The next morning, we were 
engaged.”
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SPRINGFIELD – Look 
for the green inspection 
permit on Illinois amuse-
ment park rides to make sure 
they’re ready to ride.

Illinois has a rigorous in-
spection and permit process, 
said Paul Cincchini, spokes-
man for the Illinois Depart-
ment of Labor’s Amusement 
Ride and Attraction Safely 
Board.

“We have a group of 
highly trained and highly 
experienced ride inspectors 
who work throughout the 
year,” Cincchini said.

At a street fair in the 
northern Illinois village of 
Antioch on Sunday, July 
16, a 10-year-old boy was 
thrown from the Moby 
Dick ride and was seriously 
injured. The Moby Dick ride 
requires riders to be fastened 
into cars. The cars go up and 

down as the speed of the ride 
accelerates.

On July 20th, as part of the 
post-accident investigation, 
Illinois seized the Moby Dick 
ride that was involved in the 
Antioch accident.

The many components 
of a ride that require in-
spection include tracks and 
rails, structural steel, bolts, 
fasteners and connectors, 
axles, pivots, lap bar parts 
and roller coaster cars, the 
e-Journal of Nondestructive 
Testing, says on its website.

The Illinois Department 
of Labor cannot comment 
on the Antioch incident or 
any specific amusement park 
accident, Cincchini said.

A person who also rode 
the Moby Dick ride in An-
tioch on the 16th claimed 
that the lap bar on the car was 
not locking down properly 

when that individual took 
the ride, NBC’s Today Show 
reported.

Cincchini said that every 
ride, even rides at carnivals 
that travel in from other 
states, is inspected by state 
inspectors before it is al-
lowed to operate in Illinois. 
Proof of inspection is a large 
green inspection medallion 
that is required by law to be 
displayed at each ride site.

Illinois’ Amusement 
Ride and Attraction Safely 
Department has an af-
ter-hours and weekend 
phone number at 217 299-
5512 where people can call 
if they see something that 
makes them suspicious or 
if they experience unsafe 
conditions or if they see an 
accident.

“We encourage people 
to say something if they see 

something,” Cicchini said.
Trained adults are re-

quired to operate rides. Op-
erators are required to have 
a manual of operation from 
the manufacturer for each 
ride on site. For homemade 
rides, operators are required 
to write an operation manual 

and have it on hand.
Illinois regulates and 

inspects carnival rides, 
haunted houses, go kart 
tracks, trampoline parks 
and bounce houses. Last 
year was the first year that 
the state began inspecting 
trampoline parks.

Thirty people were in-
jured on Illinois amusement 
park rides in 2022. The larg-
est number of verified inju-
ries occurred at trampoline 
parks, Cicchini said. People 
reported knee, ankle, arm, 
leg and foot injuries as the 
result of incorrect landings.

Carnival ride inspectors 
are out across Illinois

08082022

Nightengale’s  
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St., Mendota

Stop in while  
at the Sweet Corn 

Festival!

Hours:  Mon, Wed. - Sat.  
12- 3:30 p.m.

(Closed Tuesdays)

Come in and check out 
our back to school items! 

We also have our Fall 
decorations along with 

Halloween costumes and 
Homecoming dresses out!

PRINCETON – The 
Arukah Institute of Heal-
ing, in partnership with the 
Peru and Princeton Police 
Departments, were recently 
awarded the Suicide Pre-
vention First Responders 
grant by the State of Illinois, 
Department of Human Ser-
vices. The purpose of the 
grant is to improve wellness 
and reduce risk of suicide 
for first responders and their 
family members in Bureau, 
Putnam, Marshall and La-
Salle Counties by offering 
peer support training, lethal 
means training, anti-stigma 
campaigns, and social work 
services. Chief Sarah Ray-
mond of the Peru Police 
Department and Chief Tom 
Kammerer of the Princeton 
Police Department will 
oversee this grant, along 
with staff from Arukah. 

Dr. Sarah Scruggs, Chief 
Executive Officer of Aru-
kah remarked, “It is an hon-

or to be able to bring these 
services to first responders. 
They are continually on the 
front lines of traumatizing 
work. Trauma doesn’t just 
go away and it isn’t a sign 
of weakness when it affects 
one in a negative way. We 
know the facts from re-
search about the impacts of 
trauma, but somehow first 
responders are overlooked. 
Families of first responders 
are also at risk for vicarious 
trauma. It is our duty to sur-
round them – protect those 
who protect us.” 

Chief Kammerer added, 
“I have lost friends and 
co-workers to suicide over 
my 29+ year career. If we 
can reduce the stigma, and 
prevent further trauma re-
lated to our employment, 
then this effort will be 
considered a success. I am 
honored to be involved 
with this grant, and greatly 
appreciate the partnership 

we have developed with 
Arukah.”

Chief Raymond stated, 
“The opportunity to have 
this program brought to our 
communities is beyond ex-
citing. Being able to break 
the stigma for first respond-
ers and their families has 
always been a challenge. 
This program will provide 
all of them the opportunity 
to seek services they need 
without having a stigma 
attached. That will enable 
the vital care and programs 
needed for all first respond-
ers to enhance not only 
their careers but also their 
home life. I am extremely 
honored and humbled to be 
a part of such a necessary 
and amazing program for 
our area.”

The name of the program 
will be: VIGILANT: PRO-
TECTING THOSE WHO 
PROTECT US. Under the 
grant, Arukah will engage 

the services of Dan Roach, 
certified ILETSB trainer 
and retired first responder, 
to train peer supporters 
from area police, fire, Emer-
gency Medical Services 
(EMS) and Public Safety 
Answering Points (PSAP) 
to recognize and address 
signs of stress among their 
peers. The peer support 
network will allow first 
responders to contact some-
one for assistance, anony-
mously if they wish, at any 
time of the day or night. 
Trained peer supporters can 
aid their peers in a time of 
crisis, deescalating the sit-
uation and connecting them 
with appropriate resources. 
A 24/7 phone number will 
be established to enable 
access to services for those 
covered under the grant. 
Arukah will also hire pro-
fessional counselors with 
a background in working 
with first responders and 

their families, to provide 
services specific to job-re-
lated stressors experienced 
by workers in this field and 
their families. To combat 
the widespread stigma, Aru-
kah will launch anti-stigma 
campaigns to encourage 
first responders and their 
families to reach out. 

Another component of 
this grant will involve the 
Cornerstone Retreat Cen-
ter, located in rural Henry 
County. Here, first respond-
ers and their families can 
be present in an outdoor 
setting, secluded from the 
public, to decompress and 
speak with trained peer sup-
porters who are on site. All 
services offered at Corner-
stone are confidential and 
available to both working 
and retired employees. 

For more information, 
please contact the Arukah 
Institute of Healing, 815-
872-2943.

Arukah Institute awarded grant to help prevent suicide in first responders

OTTAWA – Charge 
u p  y o u r  l a p t o p s . 
Bring your family research, 
stories, charts, and graphs. 
L e t ’ s p u t  e v e r y -
t h i n g  t o g e t h e r .   
While the LaSalle County 
Genealogy Guild will 
place emphasis on how 
to use Family Tree Maker, 
every and all questions 
regarding ancestry and 
family search are wel-
come at the guild’s sum-
mer workshop at 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 19 at 115 
W. Glover St. in Ottawa. 
The Guild plans to 
make sense of your 
f a m i l y  p u z z l e s . 
The public is invited to 
attend and refreshments 
will be served, however 
research will not be al-
lowed during the program.

Genealogy Guild 
to help you with 
your family tree
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CAR SHOW COMMITTEE 
50/50 DRAWING

AMBOY:  
The Last Alarm

Jones Berry Lumber

The Long Branch Saloon

Two Sisters on Main

Depot Tap

Shell Expresslane

The Bears Den

The Mower Shop

Revolution Wellness

Pine View Campground

Mendota Hills Campground

Green River Oaks Campground 

DIXON:  
Shamrock Pub

SUBLETTE:  
Sublette General Store

Sublette Saloon

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.

Local Cup & Cake

ASHTON:  
Ashton Auto Repair

FRANKLIN GROVE:  
Rev on 38

Rooney’s

OHIO:  
Harry’s Pub & Grub

Drawing Sunday, Aug. 27 
after the Car Show
Proceeds to benefit 
Community Projects

2022 Winner - 
$99,430

This year we are giving 
away $2,500 Cash  

Prizes to 4 Winners!
(Winners need not be present to win)

WORLD FAMOUS AMBOY DEPOT DAYS

On sale 
now!

07
31

20
23

O
C

L

Ticket sales will end on 
Saturday at noon, at the 

Ashton, Dixon, Ohio, 
Franklin Grove and Sublette 

locations.
Most Amboy locations will 
sell tickets until noon on 

Sunday. 
Tickets may also be 

purchased at two locations 
on Main Street during 
Depot Days festivities 

each evening & all day on 
Sunday.

For more information, check 
out Amboy Depot Days 50/50 

Drawing on Facebook

Get your tickets NOW from any 
of the following 21 locations:  

$1 each or 6 for $5

CAPTAIN THOMAS JOHN HEITMANN MEMORIAL

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9th

Spring Creek Golf Course
Spring Valley, IL

Registration 8:30 a.m. Shotgun Start 9:45 a.m.

Cash prizes, raffles, 50/50, Auction, Silent Auction, & 
games of skill & chance/ “Hole in One”car giveaway

$90/person includes:
Green Fees, Cart, Lunch, & Dinner

Cash Prizes, Raffles, 50/50, Auction and 
Silent Auction, Longest Drive, Closest to the 
Pin and other games of skill and chance!

To register call 630-918-9664.
Proceeds from this event will go to Scholarships.

Like us on Facebook @tjhmemorial 
Follow us on Instagram@tjhmemorial

You may sign up individually or as a foursome for golfing.

08072023

SPRINGFIELD – More 
women than you might real-
ize sense God drawing them 
toward a life of fulfilment 
and happiness as Catholic 
sisters. Often, they miss the 
opportunity to explore be-
cause they aren’t sure what 
to do once tuned in to this 
prayerful intuition.

Walking the path of vo-
cation discernment begins, 
for many women, with a 
“Come & See” weekend at 
a residence of Catholic sis-
ters. The Dominican Sisters 
of Springfield, have 11 such 
events scheduled throughout 
2023-2024.

There are six in-person 
weekends and five virtual 
events planned for Septem-
ber 2023 through December 
2024. Single Catholic wom-
en ages 21-45 are welcome 
to register for any – or more 
than one – of each event. The 
first event is in-person Sept. 
15-17, 2023. Registrations 
for that and all events are now 
being accepted at springfiel-
dop.org/comesee.

These events – commonly 
called “Come & See,” or, 
the case of the virtual events 
“Zoom & See” – provide a 
brief immersion in the day-
to-day lives of the sisters. 

They help women develop 
skills for prayer and dis-
cernment. And they provide 
women who may feel alone 
in their search an opportunity 
to meet others who share 
their desire for a deeper re-
lationship with God through 
consecrated religious life.

There is no cost to the par-
ticipants for either the in-per-
son or virtual events, though 
those who travel to Spring-
field are responsible for their 
transportation expenses. 
Each weekend event begins 
on Friday evening and con-
cludes on Sunday afternoon. 
 
Don’t want to come alone?

No problem. “We are 
happy to welcome friends 
of discerners, too, even if 
those women are not on a 
path of discernment,” said 
the Springfield Dominican 
Sister Denise Glazik, who 
is the vocation minister for 
her community. “That is a 
healthy option for women 
who know themselves and 
have good friends who sup-
port and encourage them.” 

A vocation minister is a 
trained spiritual guide who 
accompanies women seeking 
their vocation. 

Women who join the 

sisters in-person will expe-
rience a balance of time for 
interaction, conversation, 
and activity along with time 
for rest, prayer, and reflec-
tion. They will experience 
first-hand the rhythms of 
prayer and daily routines 
for sisters active in minis-
try. They will have some 
time for private prayerful 
reflection and one-to-one 
conversations with a sister. 

Virtual events
The virtual events involve 

a few intermittent hours on-
line with the sisters and other 
participants. Participants are 
encouraged to carve out a few 
additional hours each day for 
reflection, reading, and rec-
reational time on their own.

“It’s not always feasible 
for women to travel long dis-
tances for weekend events,” 
Sister Denise observed. “The 

online events make it pos-
sible for women to interact 
with our sisters and to learn 
about our life of prayer, com-
mon life, study, and service 
before they go the expense 
of travel.

“For many women, a 
Come & See event is the first 
step toward deciding whether 
they want to further consider 
God’s invitation to join God’s 
mission to the world as a 
Catholic sister,” explained 
Sister Denise. “Coming to 
a weekend or joining us for 
a few hours online doesn’t 
commit you to anything. It 
gives you a safe space to ex-
plore, ponder, and pray. It’s 
really a great introduction to 
our Dominican way of life.” 
 
All the details

Depending on timing, 
in-person events may take 
place at the Dominican 
Sisters’ motherhouse, Sa-
cred Heart Convent, 1237 
W. Monroe St., or at Cor 
Unum House, 925 N. Fifth in 
Springfield’s historic Enos 
Park neighborhood. Cor 
Unum is the ministry site for 
the Dominican Sisters’ out-
reach to young adult women, 
who gather regularly at the 
house for prayer, study, and 

social events. Each weekend 
will include an opportunity 
for participants to experi-
ence the Dominican Sisters’ 
mission-in-action.

Events are free of charge; 
housing and meals are pro-
vided. Space is limited, so 
those who are interested 
should register here soon.

“If you are interested 
but on-the-fence please 
call me,” Sister Denise 
said. “This is a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know 
yourself better and meet 
other women who, like you, 
are wondering whether God 
can use your gifts for the life 
of the world.”

The Dominican Sisters 
of Springfield are part of a 
worldwide Dominican fam-
ily, the Order of Preachers, 
and in 2023 are celebrating 
150 years of ministry For 
the Life of the World. Their 
sisters minister in the United 
States and Peru. For more 
than 800 years, Dominicans 
worldwide have communi-
cated the Gospel in word 
and action. Today, thousands 
of Dominican sisters, nuns, 
priests, brothers, associates, 
and laity minister in more 
than 100 countries around 
the world.

Wonder what it’s like to be a Catholic sister? 

Springfield Dominican Sister Mila Díaz Solano, left, is a 
member of the congregation’s leadership team and holds 
a doctorate in sacred scripture from the École Biblique, 
Jerusalem. With her is Springfield Dominican Sister 
Kelly Moline, who is about to begin a new ministry as a 
hospice chaplain in Springfield. She has been a chaplain 
at St. Dominic Hospital, Jackson, Miss., since 2018. Sister 
Kelly holds master’s degrees in gerontology and pastoral 
ministry. (Photo contributed)

SPRINGFIELD – Future 
kindergartners in Illinois will 
be spending more time in the 
classroom. 

Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed 
a law requiring school dis-
tricts to establish a full-day 
kindergarten program within 
the next four years. Under 
the law, every district must 
also establish a half-day pro-
gram that is developmentally 
appropriate and provides 
opportunities for play-based 
learning.

Proponents point to re-
search that indicates that 
children’s early reading skills 
are enhanced with additional 

instruction time.
“Getting substantive, con-

sistent full-day kindergarten 
can be the foundation for our 
kids looking to build good 
educational experiences and 
ultimately steady, well-pay-
ing careers,” state Rep. Mary 
Beth Canty, D-Arlington 
Heights, said in a statement. 

The legislation also es-
tablishes the Full Day Kin-
dergarten Task Force, which 
will conduct a statewide audit 
to inform the planning and 
implementation of full-day 
kindergarten programs.

Alison Maley, Govern-
ment and Public Relations 

director with the Illinois 
Principals Association, said 
the law could be taxing on 
some school districts.

“One of the major con-
cerns that we had was there 
was no funding allotted for 
this and not only will some 
districts need additional 
space, they will need addi-
tional teachers,” Maley said.

Bryan Soady, associate 
executive director of Gov-
ernmental Relations with 
the Illinois Association of 
School Boards, said there 
have been local referendums 
on this proposal that have 
been defeated.

“This is a mandate that we 
think will require volunteer, 
elected school boards to force 
this on taxpayers who have 
stated they don’t want it,” 
said Soady.

Districts that currently do 
not offer a full-day program 
can apply for a waiver to 

extend the implementation 
date up to two years past 
the 2027-2028 school years 
if they meet certain criteria.

The majority of states 
require school districts to 
offer either full- or half-day 
kindergarten, however, less 
than half actually mandate 

student attendance. Cali-
fornia recently proposed 
legislation that would require 
kindergarten enrollment and 
for days to be longer than four 
hours, but the bill was vetoed 
in September 2022 by Gov. 
Gavin Newsom, who cited 
cost as a factor.

Some question taxpayer cost of Illinois law mandating full-day kindergarten
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workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
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permanent thing 
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demand perfection. 
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Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N
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Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!
The winner will receive:

$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber  

of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Base of column at Elk’s Lodge 

Winner - Margaret Jones

Where is it…Where is it…
in Mendota?in Mendota?

HOW TO HOW TO 
ENTER:ENTER:

If you know where If you know where 
this scene is located in this scene is located in 

Mendota, write the answer Mendota, write the answer 
briefly and concisely on a briefly and concisely on a 

slip of paper and drop it off slip of paper and drop it off 
or mail it to The Mendota or mail it to The Mendota 
Reporter Office. All entries Reporter Office. All entries 
must be received no later must be received no later 
than noon on Monday. than noon on Monday. 

One correct answer will be One correct answer will be 
drawn each week. Prizes drawn each week. Prizes 
must be must be pickedpicked up at the  up at the 

Mendota Reporter Office. Mendota Reporter Office. 

Henrietta A. Klein
MENDOTA – Henrietta A. Klein, 

82, of Mendota, passed away peace-
fully on Aug. 5, 2023, at Allure of 
Mendota. 

Visitation will be from 5-7 p.m. 
on Thursday, Aug. 10, 2023, at 
Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota, 
with a Rosary at 4:30 p.m. Mass of 
Christian Burial will be at 11 a.m. 
on Friday, Aug. 11 at Holy Cross 
Church, Mendota. The Rev. Jeffery 
Windy will officiate. An additional 
one-hour visitation will be from 9:30-10:30 a.m. at Merritt’s 
prior to services. Burial will be at Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Mendota, immediately following services. 

She was born July 16, 1941, to Louis and Josephine 
(Stremlau) Gapski in Peru. She married Eugene E. Klein on 
Nov. 26, 1960, at St. Valentine Church, Peru.

Henrietta is survived by her husband of 62 years, Eugene; 
children Brenda (Earl) Barnickel of Mendota, Keith (Alice) 
Klein of Sublette, Teresa (Bill) King of Triumph, and Eliz-
abeth “Liz” Klein of Mendota. She was blessed with eight 
grandchildren, William (Cassie) Barnickel of Washington, 
Ill., Brian Barnickel of Mendota, Matthew Klein of Scha-
umburg, Katie (Sam Rehberg) Klein of Madison, Wis., Sean 
Klein of Sublette, Stephanie (Brennan) Reeder of Mendota, 
Skyler (Nikki Rybarczyk) King of Mendota and Kristopher 
Kody Worman of Dixon. She was also tickled with three 
great-grandchildren, Waylan and Jude Klein, and Brielle 
Barnickel. Also surviving, her brother Chester Gapski of 
Oglesby, currently a resident of the VA home in Peru, and a 
brother-in-law, Charles “Gene” Galetti of Seatonville. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; seven sisters, 
Clara Kostello, Mary (Mania) Liebhart, Eleanore Henry, Ve-
ronica Macchi, Irene Berg, Vivian Daniels, and Lillian Galetti; 
and three brothers, Frank, Louis Jr. and William Gapski.

She was a member of Holy Cross Church, Mendota, as 
well as the St. Mary’s Altar Society and Catholic Order of 
Foresters. She also volunteered for the Red Cross Bloodmo-
bile. Henrietta was an avid book reader and always up for a 
game of cards or Scrabble. 

Memorials may be given to Holy Cross Church or St 
Mary’s Altar Society. Online condolences may be left at 
www.merrittfh.com.

George D. Duncan
MENDOTA – George D. Dun-

can, 97, of Mendota, passed away 
peacefully, Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023, 
at Allure of Mendota.

Private family only services will 
be Tuesday, Aug. 15, 2023, at 11 a.m., 
at the Merritt Funeral Home, Men-
dota with Vicar Anthony Windau 
officiating. Private burial will follow 
at Melugin Grove Cemetery, Comp-
ton with military honors by Mendota 
VFW Post 4079. 

George was born Feb. 9, 1926, in Harrisburg, to Leslie 
and Ruth (Horning) Duncan. George married Joan Sonnie 
on Dec. 27, 1952.

He is survived by his son, Gary; three grandchildren and 
several great-grandchildren. 

George was preceded in death by his parents, his wife 
Joan in 2002, his son Jeff in 2019 and his brother Ralph. 

He grew up during the Depression. George graduated in 
1944 from Lincoln High School. He served in the United 
States Marine Corps from 1944-1946 and was wounded at 
the Battle of Okinawa.

He attended Purdue University and earned his bachelor’s 
degree in secondary education. He later graduated from North-
ern Illinois University with a master’s degree in guidance. 
George was a great teacher, coach, guidance counselor and 
school administrator. The majority of his career was spent 
in the St. Charles area.

Along with his wife Joan, George distributed countless 
Gideon Bibles over the years. He was a member of the Amer-
ican Legion. He went to Jefferson Junior High in Naperville 
for 10 years to speak to students about WWII. George was 
known as a loving father, grandfather and great-grandfather.

Online condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. JB 
Pritzker signed legislation re-
cently that seeks to effectively 
end homelessness in Illinois 
by marshalling the resources 
of multiple agencies into one 
effort.

House Bill 2831 codifies 
an executive order Pritzker 
signed in 2021 that estab-
lished the Illinois Interagency 
Task Force on Homelessness 
and the Community Advisory 
Council on Homelessness. It 
centralizes programs across 
17 state departments and 
agencies to develop and 
implement a comprehensive 
plan to combat homelessness. 

At a bill-signing ceremony 
at Featherfist, a homeless 
services organization in Chi-
cago, Pritzker said the goal 
of the initiative is to bring 
homelessness in Illinois to 
“functional zero.”

“For those who don’t 
know and who may be 
listening, it’s a measurable 
metric of success that reduces 
homelessness to something 
that’s brief and rare and 
nonrecurring,” Pritzker said.

The Chicago Coalition for 
the Homeless estimates that 
more than 100,000 people in 
Illinois experienced home-
lessness for all or part of 
2020. That included people 
who were temporarily staying 
in someone else’s home, or 
“doubling up.”

Christine Haley, the state’s 
current chief homelessness 
officer and chair of the inter-
agency task force, said Black 
people and other people of 
color are disproportionately 
affected by homelessness.

“We stand here in one of 
the few Black-led homeless 
services organizations in our 
state. And as we stand here, 
we know that this housing 
crisis before us is rooted in 
housing injustice, is rooted in 
segregation, is rooted in rac-
ism,” she said. “We know this 
because in our city of Chica-
go, where now less than a third 
of its residents are Black, 73 
percent of individuals and 90 
percent of children and their 
parents who are experiencing 
homelessness are Black.”

Pritzker signs bill aimed 
at ending homelessness

State Rep. Lindsey 
LaPointe, D-Chicago, who 
was the lead sponsor of the 
bill in the House, said that on 
any given night, an estimated 
4,500 people in Illinois are 
without shelter and the av-
erage wait time for someone 
to receive housing services is 
802 days. She also noted that 
in Fiscal Year 2022, 9,800 
people were turned away 
from emergency shelters.

“Ending homelessness 
and ensuring every neighbor 
has access to shelter and sup-
portive services has long been 
possible in Illinois and across 
the nation, but we haven’t 
had the collective political, 
economic – and I say this 
with love – bureaucratic will 
to make it happen until now,” 
she said.

In his State of the State 
address in February, Pritzker 
highlighted the state’s “Home 
Illinois” plan, which calls 
for increased spending for 
homelessness prevention, 
crisis response, housing units, 
and staffing.

At the bill signing, he not-
ed that the budget lawmakers 
eventually passed this year 
includes more than $350 
million for homeless services, 
an $85.3 million increase over 
last year.

That includes, among 
other things, $50 million 
in rapid rehousing services 
for 2,000 households; $40 
million to develop more than 
90 Permanent Supportive 
Housing units that provide 
long-term rental assistance 
and case management; and 
$37 million in Emergency 
Shelter capital funds to create 
more than 460 non congre-
gate shelter units.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government. It is distributed 
to hundreds of newspapers, 
radio and TV stations state-
wide. It is funded primarily 
by the Illinois Press Foun-
dation and the Robert R. 
McCormick Foundation, 
along with major contri-
butions from the Illinois 
Broadcasters Foundation 
and Southern Illinois Edito-
rial Association.)

DIXON- State Represen-
tative Bradley Fritts (R-Dix-
on) will continue his 2023 
Summer Tour of District 74 
through August.

The tour consists of travel-
ing office hours and coffee & 
conversation events held on 
alternating weeks. Coffee & 
Conversation events will all be 
held at locally-owned coffee 
shops and restaurants. Rep. 
Fritts will also be traveling to 
local businesses and municipal 
governments to better under-
stand their state needs.

The events scheduled for 
the month of August include 
the following:
Traveling Office Hours

• Wednesday, Aug. 23 

at Earlville City Hall, 210 
W. Railroad St., from 9:30-
10:30 a.m.

• Wednesday, Aug. 23 at 
Waterman Village Hall, 215 
W. Adams St., from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

• Wednesday, Aug. 23 at 
Shabbona Village Hall, 308 
E. Comanche Ave., from 
1:30-2:30 p.m.
Coffee & Conversation

• Wednesday, Aug. 30 at 
Amboy Family Restaurant, 
211 E. Main St., from 8-10 
a.m.

For more information 
about the 2023 Summer Tour, 
including the full schedule of 
events, visit repfritts.com/
summertour.

Rep. Fritts schedules visits
at locations in District 74

OGLESBY – If you’ve 
ever been pulled over to the 
side of the road by a police 
officer in the Illinois Valley 
Area your odds are fairly 
strong that the officer is an 
Illinois Valley Community 
College graduate.

IVCC offers degrees in 
criminal justice starting this 
fall for those with an interest 
in law enforcement.

“The assumption may be 
made that a career in criminal 
justice leads to working as a 
city police officer when in 
fact sometimes that couldn’t 
be further from the actual 
experience. Police officers are 
present and viable in our local 
community, but at the same 
time the field is so broad and 
many career opportunities 
exist beyond even in local 
law enforcement. For some of 
those careers you may never 
even sit behind the wheel of a 
squad car. Careers in criminal 
justice are changing and ex-
panding rapidly and positions 
exist in criminal profiling, in-
vestigation, forensics, victims 

advocate, corrections, parole, 
homeland security, judges, 
lawyers, air marshals, and a 
variety of entry level posi-
tions. Whether your interest 
is patrolling, investigating or 
behind a microscope, IVCC is 
a great place to start your jour-
ney into the vast and exciting 
field of criminal justice,” said 
Vice-President for Student 
Services Mark Grzybowski.

Classes in Criminal Jus-
tice at IVCC include: Intro-
duction to Criminal Justice, 
Introduction to Forensic Sci-
ence, Juvenile Delinquency, 
Corrections in America, Po-
licing in America, Criminal 
Investigation and Evidence 
and Criminal Procedures. 
A limited number of seats 
remain in Legal Environment 
of the Business, taught online 
by IVCC Professor and At-
torney Vince Brolley.

IVCC has classes online 
and in-person Classes begin 
on Aug. 16 and fall regis-
tration is underway at (815) 
224-0447 or www.ivcc.edu/
register.

Criminal justice courses offered
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Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

 

• Tree Trimming• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal• Tree Removal

• Gutter Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning 
• Bush & Shrub • Bush & Shrub 

TrimmingTrimming
• Brush & Yard • Brush & Yard 

Spring Cleanup Spring Cleanup 
(branches, twigs, leaves)(branches, twigs, leaves)

• Stump Grinding• Stump Grinding

• Free Estimates • Fully Insured •• Free Estimates • Fully Insured • 03132023

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

815-503-9273815-503-9273

ESTATE LIVE PUBLIC 
AUCTION 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13th, 2023 
20 Huntsman Lane, Plano IL. 60545

Take IL RT 34 to Sand bluff Road go north to 
Frazier Rd go east to Huntsman Ln. roughly 3 

miles north of Rout 34 (watch for signs)
Starting @ 10:00 am  

Comfort station Lunch available, 
Attendance permitting and if necessary two 
auction rings will run simultaneously, bring 
a friend, rain or shine, this is a partial listing 
only, expect to find surprises!  will update 

auction zip as we find other items.  
MUSCLE CARS, TRUCK, & TRAILER SELLING @ 12:30! 
2006 Ford F250 FX4, diesel V8 power stroke engine, pick-up, 
crew cab, 98,660 miles, XLT package, with custom Leer top, 
1970 Dodge Cornet RT, 440 4 barrel engine all original 59,646 
miles, runs great little rust if any, 1970 Dodge Monaco 2 door 
hardtop recently rebuilt 383 4 barrel little rust if any, 1967 Olds 
Cutlass Supreme convertible with 330 V8 4 barrel engine all 
original AS IS, 1967 Olds Cutlass Supreme coup with rebuilt 
400 V8 4 barrel engine, AS IS, (both cars rolling chassis all 
interior and trim disassemble) 1999 T- M, 7000 lbs., flatbed 
24’ x 8’ trailer, tandem axle, steel bed, wood sides, tool box, 
TRACTORS & TOOLS DIRT BIKES, LAWN & GARDEN 
EQUIPMENT, SHOP TOOLS, 1946 Case VAC narrow front 
gas tractor older restoration AS IS, with extra rear fenders, case 
plow, Case 2 bottom plow on steel wheels, 1940’s John Deere 
H, disassemble,  (2) Yamaha YZ 250 motor cross dirt bikes 
one needs assembly, Honda CRF 230F dirt bike, John Deere 
214 garden tractor 48” deck with blade, rear mount rototiller 
& snow blower, Toro Pro-Line walk behind 44” weed whipper, 
Craftsman 24” 2 stage snow blower like new, Stihl FS 46 
gas weed eater, Wheel barrels, Pro Tig 205 Tig welder on cart, 
Hobart handler 210 MVP wire welder both like new, Ingersoll 
Rand upright 60-gal air compressor, Sandblaster Cabinet, 
Tecumseh 10 hp generator, Homelite LR 4300 generator, 
shop press, work bench with Wilton Vice, Craftsman 10” 
table saw, Husqvarna 450 Rancher chain saw with 16” & 21” 
bars, Chain saw sharpener, OUTDOOR SPORTING, TOYS, 
NEON & METAL SIGNS, BEER & AG (2) KAYAKS Necky 
Manitou & Wilderness, (2) Alu. Grumman canoes, roof racks 
for hauling Kayaks & canoes, Weber gas bottle grille, E-Z up 
canopy, camping related items, several bag chairs, fishing rod 
& reels, (2) cornhole bag games, Lg collection of lighted, 
neon & metal beer signs, sev. Beer trays, Ag related metal 
signs inc’s a 2-sided Pioneer sign & others, framed Dekalb 
seed sack & others, 12-gal Red Wing crock, lg collection 
of farm toys, tractors & implements all makes & models, 
different scale models, APPLIANCES, HOUSEHOLD & HOME 
FURNISHINGS, POOL TABLE

  ESTATE OF BRIAN LAMBERT, MARY 
LAMBERT, OWNER

AUCTIONEERS:
Chris Wegener, 815-451-2820 & 

Brian DeBolt, 630-878-1262
For photos & more details Go2wegenerauctions.com 

  

LARGE TWO DAY QUALITY 
ANTIQUE AUCTION

The Following will be sold LIVE IN PERSON ONLY at the ON 
SITE LOCATION of 702 Eastmor Drive in Princeton, IL on:

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12 & 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2023

TIME: 10:00 A.M.
View FULL Listing & Photos on website: 

www.tumblesonauction.com
SATURDAY, AUGUST 12

PRIMITIVE & ANTIQUE FURNITURE, COLLECTIBLES, 
PRIMITVES & ANTIQUES, LG. COLLECTION OF VARIOUS 
FIRETRUCK COLLECTIBLES, TOYS & BANKS & TOOLS & 
RELATED ITEMS

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2023
ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE, NICE COLLECTION OF 
POTTERY, GLASSWARE, CHINA & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, 
ANTIQUE BOOKS & POSTCARDS & COLLECTION OF 
JEWELRY INCLUDING GOLD
PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A LG. TWO DAY QUALITY AUC-
TION with Many More Items Too Numerous to List!!!

ESTATE OF FLORIAN BANGERT-
SELLER BONNIE BANGERT, PRINCETON, IL

TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY, PRINCETON, IL
E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Phone 815-872-1852

Auctioneers:  TOM & MARY TUMBLESON/TIFFANY FOES

7:30-Midnight – Side 
Hustle performing in Beer 
Garden.

8-10 p.m. – Grupo Los 
Parientes de Rancho Nuevo 
performing on First State 
Bank stage.

Sunday, Aug. 13
All Day – Magic Matt per-

forming his strolling magic & 
balloon artistry in downtown 
Mendota.

9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Crafters 
Market Place & Flea Market, 
located in Veterans Park in 
downtown Mendota and 
Mendota Elks Lodge park-
ing lot at Indiana Avenue & 
Jefferson Street.

10:30 a.m. – Food & 
merchandise booths open. 
First State Bank Hospitality 
Tent opens for the day.

Noon – Carnival Midway 
opens.

Noon – The Jesse White 
Tumblers special high-flying 
performance in front of 
Mendota Elks Lodge.

Noon-2 p.m.  –  The 
Acoustix performing in 
First State Bank Hospitality 
Tent.

Noon-2 p.m. – Lica Lor-
raine balloon artistry at 
corner of Washington Street 
& Eighth Avenue.

1 p.m. – Sweet Corn 
Festival Grand Parade, fea-
turing floats, bands, antique 
& classic vehicles, Shriners 
and more.

2 p.m. – Free sweet corn 
served at intersection of 
Illinois Avenue & Jefferson 
Street.

2-4 p.m. – The Acoustix 
performing in First State 
Bank Hospitality Tent.

3:30 p.m. – The South 
Shore Drill Team performing 
in front of Mendota Elks 
Lodge.

Calendar
Continued from Page A1

Chicago St. that was origi-
nally granted in May 2021. 
Hessenberger said plans have 
not changed and the request 
was approved.

Alderman Kyle Kim 
reported on Lexipol policy 
and procedures software for 
the Mendota Fire Depart-
ment. The council approved 
purchasing the software for 
an initial cost of $11,769 and 
then an annual fee of $4,675.

Alderman Jay Miller 
presented a request from the 
Mendota Tri-County Fair 
Association for a liquor li-
cense for a beer/wine garden, 
which was approved by the 
council.

DEPARTMENT
HEAD REPORTS

Police Chief Greg Kellen 
said 38 citations were issued 
for city ordinance violations 
in July. He will update the 
council at each meeting.

Kellen noted that three 

police officers will graduate 
from the academy on Aug. 
18.

Fire Chief Dennis Ru-
tishauser informed the coun-
cil that the department has 
received a federal grant in the 
amount of $213,210, which 
will be used to purchaser 
23 self-contained breathing 
apparatuses.

OTHER ITEMS
Mayor David Boelk 

wished everybody a happy, 
fun and safe Sweet Corn 
Festival weekend.

Alderman Vicki Johnson 
gave an update on food truck 
mania proposed for Mendo-
ta. She said the program is 
tentatively set to be held the 
second and fourth Monday 
of the month starting Aug. 
28 and ending Nov. 13, and 
located in the 700 block of 
Main Street.

The next regular meeting 
of the Mendota City Council 
will be Monday, Aug. 21 at 
5:30 p.m.

Streets
Continued from Page A1

The Rt. 34 Drive-In The-
atre has returned movies 
to the big screen. Paul 
Bottomley, seated, and 
his wife, Shelley, went 
through numerous hours 
of aggravating paperwork 
and phone calls to complete 
the processes needed to get 
the drive-in back to the 
traditional standards of 
Ron Magnoni. Magnoni, 
who was the previous own-
er and close friend of the 
Bottomleys, passed away in 
February. (Reporter photo 
by Brandon LaChance)

With the Bottomleys, 
who live in Utica, having 
the drive-in as one of their 
life-changing memories, 
they understand it is the same 
way for others.

Between legacy and mem-
ories, the new owners don’t 
want to change the décor, 
personality, or character of 
the place many dates, firsts, 
engagements, dinners, tears, 
and laughs have been made.

“The way the drive-in is 
now is how it was when I 
worked here as a teenager,” 
said Paul Bottomley. “There 
are a few minor changes that 
only I would know in the 
concession stand, but for the 
most part, when people walk 
in here, they recognize it. 

“During high school class 
reunions, a lot of people who 
haven’t been around for a 
while come to the drive-in 
and they say, ‘This is just 
like when I was a kid.’ I don’t 
want to change things.

“A big hailstorm messed 
up the roof and broke a sec-
tion of fence. The insurance 
covered the cost of the roof 
and a new paint job. They 
asked me what colors I 
wanted, and I wanted the 
colors that Ron had because 
he picked them out.”  

The soft open, the last 
week of July, showed Tom 
and Jerry and DC League of 
Super-Pets, while the grand 
opening featured Barbie and 
The Flash. 

Tom and Jerry and Su-
per-Pets were feelers to see 
how many people would 
come out and to help train 
the new staff as only one em-
ployee has past experience at 
the drive-in.

The Bottomleys said the 
soft open was perfect as 
Friday had a storm, Saturday 
had 30 cars and 25 cars of 
movie viewers came on Sun-
day. The staff had a weather 
situation, enough customers 
but not too many to make 
them feel rushed or flustered, 
and the experience of how a 

movie should be run.
Oh, and there is a big 

change, a POS (point of sale) 
System. Meaning, the Rt. 34 
Drive-In accepts plastic.

“This is the first time the 
drive-in has ever taken credit 
and debit cards. It has always 
been cash only,” Shelley 
Bottomley said. “But now-
adays, nobody carries cash. 
Very few people carry cash. 
In years past, working with 
Ron, we would lose a lot of 
people because they would 
come into the concession 
stand and all they had was 
a card. We couldn’t take it 
and we would lose business.

“The soft open was good 
for us because it gave our 
staff training and practice. 
We realized a few things 
that needed to be tweaked 
or fixed. Those were done 
during the week. This week 
(the grand opening), the staff 
is taking off. They’re not 
missing a beat and they’re 
ready.”

Drive-In
Continued from Page A1

MENDOTA – A Men-
dota man will appear in 
court on Friday, Aug. 11 
after more charges were 
leveled against him on 
Aug. 1.

Brett W. Merritt, 54, 
of 803 14th Ave., was 
charged with two counts 
of aggravated criminal 
sexual abuse after an 
indictment by a LaSalle 
County grand jury. The 
latest charge, which is 
a Class 2 felony, is for 
alleged contact with a 
teenager between 13 and 
17 years of age at the time 
of the offenses.

The two new offenses 
were alleged to have 
occurred in 2017 and 
2018, but the criminal 
information filed in La-
Salle County Circuit Court 
states that Merritt is sub-
ject to an extended statute 
of limitations because of 
the alleged victim’s age 
and the alleged nature of 
the contact.

The initial charge 
against Merritt that oc-

curred on July 11 was for 
the offense of possession 
of child pornography, a 
Class 3 felony, follow-
ing the execution of two 
LaSalle County search 
warrants in Mendota, one 
being the home of Merritt 
and the other being his 
place of business at 800 
Monroe St. His arrest by 
Mendota Police followed 
a six-month investigation 
into multiple and various 
crimes.

Mendota Police were 
assisted in the arrest by 
the Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral’s Forensic Computer 
Crimes Unit, the LaSalle 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and the LaSalle 
County State’s Attorney’s 
Office.

The Class 2 felony 
carries a possible prison 
sentence of three to sev-
en years and the Class 3 
felony carries a two- to 
five-year sentence.

After his initial arrest, 
Merritt posted bond and 
was released.

2 criminal sexual abuse 
charges added for man
q Merritt has August 11 court date

OTTAWA – Christo-
pher Dvorak, Region-
al Superintendent of 
Schools, would like to 
remind you how important 
it is to know and obey 
school bus laws. 

You should know that 
the flashing amber lights 
are a warning the bus is 

going to stop, and the 
flashing red lights and ex-
tended stop arm mean the 
bus has stopped to load or 
unload children. You are 
required by state law to 
obey these signals. Please 
help protect the children 
who ride our school buses 
by obeying the law.

Motorists reminded to know
and obey the school bus laws

Don’t miss an issue. Subscribe
today. Call 815-539-9396

or stop by our office at
703 Illinois Ave.
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Aug. 11, 2004.)
By Jessica Nashold

It was one hundred years ago that 
Mendotans assembled in Eckart’s Hall 
to hear the final report of the Cyclone 
Relief Committee. Professor W.R. Fos-
ter, superintendent of the East Mendota 
School, had served as chairman, and his 
report accounted for all contributions 
made and disbursements approved. This 
report, including the names of every man, 
woman and child who had contributed, 
was to be published in local papers, as 
soon as it had been approved by the au-
diting committee. It was noted that among 
Chicago firms with customers in Mendota, 
only Mandel Brothers had contributed to 
Mendota’s Cyclone Relief Fund.

Caspar Fischer moved that Foster be 
presented with $200 in appreciation of 
the countless hours he had devoted to the 
task of providing aid to those suffering 
in the Cyclone of 1903.

***
It was also one hundred years ago 

that the Sun-Bulletin reported the “plea-
sure of a ride in Tower’s new gasoline 
buggy.” As a result, the Sun-Bulletin 
carried a detailed description of Tow-
er’s Holzman automobile. It consisted 
of a strongly built buggy with rub-
ber-rimmed wheels and a gasoline 
engine under the seat. The motive 
power was transmitted by means of a 
cable passing around a flange attached 
to the rear wheels. When the operator 
desired to slow down or stop, he could 
loosen the cable, and at the same time, 
apply a brake. The average speed, when 
“running around town,” was 6 miles 
per hour. However, the Holzman was 
capable of achieving 30 mph.

Anyone driving a horse, when meet-
ing a motorized vehicle, was advised to 
turn aside. The engine was much louder 
when required to maneuver.

It will be more likely to startle 
the horse.

***
A moving picture show of current 

events was scheduled to be shown at 

the Opera House on the evening of 
Aug. 9, 1904. Edison’s “finest and best 
projectorscope” would be used to show 
the pictures.

***
A problem with rural mail carriers 

that had been argued since July 1, 1904, 
was settled. When the annual salary 
of rural carriers had been advanced to 
$720, those carriers with routes of fewer 
than 25 miles were told they would 
receive proportionately less.

This seems unfair.
Following a protest, it was decided 

that rural carriers already in service on 
July 1, 1904, would receive the full 
$720. Those signed on after July 1 
would receive an amount determined 
by the length of the route.

***
After an ordinance passed that pro-

hibited spitting on the sidewalk, signs 
were posted in downtown Mendota to 
make sure all were aware of the penalties 
violators of the ordinance would incur.

***
The Great Pan-American Show 

arrived in Mendota on Aug. 12, 1904. 
It had a European Menagerie and a 
celebrated elephant called Rajah, which 
had cost them $25,000. They traveled 
by rail and it required 30 cars to carry 
all the tents, horses, wild animals and 
other paraphernalia needed.

A free parade precedes the show.
***

Mr. Langlitz, in charge of the grounds 
near the Union Depot, had been very 
busy cutting out “all foreign grass except 
bluegrass and clover.” The lawns had 
just been seeded that spring.

They are doing fine.
***

About a dozen frogs, in a lily pond 

behind the home of Doctor Edwards, 
were pretty noisy.

It reminds a person of camping 
days.

***
The Rochelle & Southern branch 

of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad introduced passenger service 
in August 1904. There were stations 
between Davis Junction and McNabb. 
Davis Junction passengers could con-
nect with the CM&St.P for trips west.

It had been observed that the num-
ber of freight trains passing through 
Mendota on the Rochelle & Southern 
indicated a thriving business.

***
Mr. and Mrs. George Lutz returned 

by rail from their wedding trip on Aug. 
1, 1904. Their many friends gave them 
a royal caravan that night.

SIDETRACK – Etta Lutz later 
became postmaster of the Men-
dota office when a Democrat was 
needed.

***
George Schuetz, proprietor of the 

Eclipse Café, began publishing his 
menus, with prices attached.

You can tell just what your cost 
will be.

***
The Excelsior Debating Club, at the 

YMCA, held a Harvest Home Festival 
in the city park (now Veteran’s Park), 
on Sept. 1, 1904. Farmers were urged 
to bring their grain, butter, eggs and 
fruit. Women were invited to display 
their needlework.

There will be prizes.
***

The Mendota Gas Company was lo-
cated in a small building on Washington 
Street, which was cleared away for the 
post office site.

In 1904, gas bills were payable there 
no later than the 15th of the month. It 
also handled a line of stoves and offered 
a free gas connection and free gas for 
stoves purchased from its stock before 
Sept. 1, 1904.

It was not stated how long the 
free gas was to continue.

Cyclone relief committee reports – 1904
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
There have been so many poisonous and stupid lies about 

Florida since 2020, it’s almost hard to keep track, but the 
latest may be the most outrageous. 

As you might have heard thanks to the vice president of 
the United States, Florida allegedly wants to teach its students 
that slavery benefited slaves.

In reality, the Florida curriculum on slavery is extensive 
and includes pretty much everything you’d want a child to 
know about this enormity. The occasion for the Kamala Harris 
smear is one line that says, “Instruction includes how slaves 
developed skills which, in some instances, could be applied 
for their personal benefit.”

This is not the first thing, or even the 19th, that you’d want 
students to learn about slavery, but it is also indisputably true. 

No one is saying the enslaved “benefited” from slavery. 
It’s not an endorsement of slavery to point out that slaves 

looked for every crack in the system to try to improve them-
selves and gain some autonomy -- rather, it’s an endorsement 
of the initiative and resilience of an oppressed people operating 
in the worst of circumstances. 

We are supposed to believe that enslaved African Amer-
icans strained against their awful condition in every way 
-- learning to read, worshipping on their own, defying their 
masters when they could, creating an elaborate system of 
escape, but they never, ever learned a skill to their own benefit.

This is, of course, nonsense. The Advanced Placement 
African American Studies curriculum that Florida has rejected 
contains almost exactly the same language about skills as the 
state’s curriculum -- without causing a firestorm of criticism. 

Some of the most honored African American figures 
in our history took advantage of whatever ability they 
had, while enslaved, to improve themselves and learn. In 
Baltimore, Frederick Douglass famously became a ship 
caulker and brought in $6 to $9 a week, rightly resenting 
“the right of the robber” exercised by his owner, who 
took his earnings. 

In his extraordinary “African Founders: How Enslaved 
People Expanded American Ideals,” David Hackett Fischer 

brings to light other lesser-known examples. He notes the 
example of one Captain David Stodder, the leading shipbuilder 
in Baltimore in the late 18th century. As of 1790, about two 
dozen of his workers were slaves, and he freed them in his 
will. “Among these slaves,” Fischer writes, “were some of 
his most highly skilled workers.”  

Or consider George R. Roberts, who was probably born 
a slave in southern Maryland. He became an experienced 
seaman and eventually “came home to Baltimore, bought 
a small house in the happy neighborhood that is still called 
Canton, and became prominent in the civic life of the city.” 

Or Robert Lemmons, born a slave in Texas. He learned 
from a rancher who employed him and became extremely 
adept at handling mustangs. Freed after the Civil War, ac-
cording to Fischer, he “saved his profits, invested in land, 
built a holding of 1,200 acres, became a successful rancher, 
rented some of his land, added another business, and became 
a local money lender.”

Was slavery good for these men? Absolutely not. The point 
is what they accomplished despite slavery, not because of it. 

Two can play the Kamala Harris game, by the way. 
In her famous 1619 Project essay, The New York Times 

writer Nikole Hannah-Jones writes that: “Black people were 
not chattel. And so the process of seasoning, instead of erasing 
identity, served an opposite purpose: In the void, we forged 
a new culture all our own.”

There she goes -- saying slavery served some good, that 
it was “seasoning.”

Imagine if the Florida curriculum said that slavery gave 
us African American hair styles? There’d be outrage, but 
Hannah-Jones says it: “Today’s avant-garde nature of black 
hairstyles and fashion displays a vibrant reflection of en-
slaved people’s determination to feel fully human through 
self-expression.”

The left wouldn’t have to deny the historical record or 
tie itself into knots if it weren’t so determined to lie about 
DeSantis, but that imperative overwhelms everything else.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2023 by King Features Synd., Inc.

The Florida slavery smear

By John Hendrickson
President Herbert Hoover led a remarkable life that was 

based upon public service, humanitarianism, and a belief 
that America is an exceptional nation. Hoover is often 
remembered for both his exceptional career as a mining 
engineer, his humanitarianism, and countless acts of charity.

From a political perspective, Hoover’s legacy is dom-
inated by the Great Depression, and he is often viewed, 
however incorrectly, as a failed president. Nevertheless, 
what is forgotten is Hoover’s contribution to political 
philosophy as a defender of American constitutionalism 
and conservatism.

Hoover first outlined his political philosophy in 1922 
in “American Individualism.” Hoover wrote “American 
Individualism” not only to explain the principles that 
made the United States an exceptional nation, but also as 
a defense against totalitarian ideologies such as socialism. 
Based upon his experiences during the Great War and his 
extensive travels as a mining engineer, Hoover witnessed 
firsthand various political and economic systems across 
the world. American Individualism defined what made the 
United States so different from Europe or other nations. 
Hoover also understood the threat posed by “social philos-
ophies” or ideologies that were arising in the aftermath of 
the Great War.

In “American Individualism,” Hoover explained the 
philosophic, spiritual, economic, and political grounds 
that made up what he labeled the “American System” of 
liberty. At the heart of this was the principle of American 
individualism, which he defined “as the source of human 
progress – that each individual shall be given the chance 
and stimulation for development of the best which he has 
been endowed in the heart and mind; it is the sole source 
of progress…”

At the center of American individualism was the idea 
of equality of opportunity. Hoover’s notion of equality of 
opportunity was central because it meant that Americans, 
as a result of our liberty and the Constitution, would al-
low people to develop their own abilities. Hoover’s ideas 
were influenced by the philosophy of President Abraham 
Lincoln, and it also reflected his own life as an orphaned 
boy who worked hard and became a successful engineer 
and public servant.

In response to President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New 
Deal, Hoover became the principal voice of conservatism. 
Hoover believed that New Deal liberalism was a threat 
to constitutionalism. In 1934, Hoover published “The 
Challenge to Liberty,” which was a conservative defense 
of constitutional government and a warning against what 
he described as New Deal regimentation along with the 
various poisonous ideologies of socialism, communism, 
fascism and Nazism.

Hoover argued that New Deal liberalism was under-
mining American constitutionalism and liberty. Further, 
the New Deal was a radical departure from constitutional 
government, which led directly to the growth in the size 
and scope of the federal government at the expense of the 
states and the people. Hoover argued that constitutional 
government did not need to be jettisoned as a result of the 
Great Depression.

Ohio’s Senator Robert A. Taft described “The Challenge 
to Liberty” as a thorough expression of the “essential prin-
ciples of American government.” In reviewing Hoover’s 
book, one columnist wrote that “Mr. Hoover defends the 
old order,” and described him as the “high priest” of the 
conservative tradition.

Hoover stated that a conservative “is one who desires 
to retain the wisdom and experience of the past and who is 
prepared to apply the best of that wisdom and experience 
to meet the changes which are inevitable in every new 
generation.”

Hoover is a forgotten conservative statesman, whose 
philosophy and ideas can still serve as a guide for the na-
tion today. Hoover was often a “voice in the wilderness,” 
especially during the New Deal era as the nation embraced 
progressivism. Hoover never tired of defending the “Amer-
ican System” and the Constitution, which he described as 
the “Ark of the Covenant” of our liberty.

In reflecting on Hoover’s conservatism, presidential 
historian Richard Norton Smith wrote that “none has 
more relevance to our own time than Hoover’s role as a 
philosopher of modern conservative thought.”

(John Hendrickson serves as policy director for Iowans 
for Tax Relief Foundation.)

Herbert Hoover, 
defender of the old order

Dear Editor:
I had just picked up a sausage and cheese mac at McDon-

ald’s and thought I would ride around the lake and see what 
the damage from a recent big storm was. While I was driving 
around I saw a lady picking up branches. I stopped and con-
gratulated her for volunteering to clear up the grounds and 
she said thank you and then she said that her daughter was 
also helping her and was very far away from her. I spotted 
the young girl, which I estimated was about 10 years old, 
struggling to pull a fairly large limb to the side of the road.

I thought that was terrific that the young daughter was 
helping her mother doing something that she thought was 
fun and that she was proud for helping her mother.

This also reminds me of Reimagine Mendota and many 
other groups that are doing great things for Mendota. That’s 
why I love Mendota and keep coming back to a great city 
and great people.

Ken Gehler, 
Mendota & Columbia, S.C.

Letters

Mendota: A great city with great people
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LOCAL AND AREA

GARAGE SALE TIME!

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get 
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set 

up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL
     Anything that still has usability and some value.
2. HOW TO PRICE
    Decide the price of each item and then tag that 

item.
3. LENGTH OF SALE
    Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.
4. HOW TO SET IT UP
    Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have 

a central place with sufficient change for them to 
pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE
    The most effective place to reach more people is in 

The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist 
you in placing your sale ad.

Call 815-539-9396 or 
stop in the office at 

703 Illinois Ave.

garage sale deadlines*

THURSDAY, 5 PM -
to appear in Monday’s Money Saver

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community 
College offers classes and programs for 
those considering a career in the medical 
profession starting on Wednesday, Aug. 16.

The college offers limited admissions 
programs in Nursing, Medical Office 
Assistant, Dental Assisting and Advanced 
Dental Office Management. Limited ad-
missions programs are programs that a 
student needs to apply for and meet the 
competitive requirements prior to admis-
sion. Applications for these medical degrees 
and certificates open in November the year 
prior with the deadline be determined in 
the spring semester.

“Aug. 16 is the start of the fall se-
mester at IVCC. It is the perfect time 
for students to prepare for application 
into the limited admissions programs 
the college offers. It’s not too late to sit 
for placement testing, apply for financial 
aid and meet with a counselor to begin to 
understand the application process. The 
sooner the student starts to understand 
the process the better prepared they are 

to apply in the spring and ready to start 
in the following fall,” said Director of 
Admissions, Tom Quigley.

Limited class openings remain in online 
and in-person classes for those considering 
a career in the medical field. IVCC offers a 
basic human body, structure and function 
and a general lab biology class for those 
wanting to learn the fundamentals prior to 
delving into an advanced biology course. 
For those considering a career in nursing, 
physical education, physical therapy or 
kinesiology, anatomy and physiology one 
is open with day and evening sections as 
well as a few seats in an online anatomy 
and physiology two. Microbiology, an 
advanced biology class has both day and 
evening sections available. For those not 
interested in taking the full plunge into 
the medical field, openings remain in the 
first aid course.

Classes begin on Wednesday, Aug. 16 
and registration is underway at ivcc.edu/
register or 815.224.0447. For counseling 
assistance phone 815.224.0360.

OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community College 
offers classes for those 
considering a career in the 
educational field this fall.

“Education has a vast 
number of career opportu-
nities that are easily over-
looked. As the needs of 
learners become more di-
verse it is important for the 
educational system to remain 
in step and for incoming 
students to acquire the skills 
for the creation of optimal 
student learning. IVCC is 
a great place to consider 
the array of educational 
opportunities and to spring 
board a career in education. 
Traditional careers remain 
viable in early childhood, 
elementary, secondary and 
special education, but there 
are other opportunities that 
many incoming students 
may not even be aware of. 
Schools are staffed with 
a variety of positions like 
guidance counselors, social 
workers, technology experts, 
administrative assistants, 
administrators, maintenance, 

janitorial, curriculum design-
ers, school psychologists, 
psychometrists, education 
and resource development, 
text book writers, sales, adult 
education and my personal 
favorite student services per-
sonnel,” said Vice-President 
of IVCC Student Services 
Mark Grzybowski.

IVCC offers the required 
basic general education class-
es for the field of education. 
A student can expedite their 
way to a state or in-state 
private university be earning 
an Illinois Articulation Initia-
tive/Core General Education 
Curriculum package, about 
37-41 credits depending on 
the courses they select, an 
Associates Degree in Arts or 
Science – 60 credits designed 
to transfer on to a university 
to earn a bachelor’s degree 
in education or an Applied 
Associates Degree in Early 
Childhood Education as well 
as ladder or stacked credential 
opportunities for certification.

“Through the years in-
coming students come into 
my office and tell me they are 

thinking they might want to 
be a teacher, but really aren’t 
sure if that’s the career for 
them. Students are drawn 
to teaching as a natural 
evolution given the amount 
of time they have already 
spent in a classroom. Their 
expressed interest is an op-
portune opening to begin the 
journey of career exploration 
inviting me to open up ave-
nues they maybe hadn’t been 
considering or even exposed 
to in the field of education. 
Questions begin along the 
lines of what’s attractive to 
you about education? Is it the 
subject area, the creativity 
and we continue along those 
lines until something sparks 
their interest,” said IVCC 
Counselor Valery Calvetti.

IVCC has online, in-per-
son on both the main campus 
and Ottawa Campus and a 
limited number of classes 
that blend online and in-per-
son learning. Classes begin 
on Aug. 16 and fall regis-
tration is underway at (815) 
224-0447 or www.ivcc.edu/
register.

Education-related classes offered at IVCC

Careers in medical field can be pursued at IVCC

OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community Col-
lege alumnus Joe Franco 
of Kankakee has donated 
$25,000 to endow a scholar-
ship for future medical and 
clinical lab professionals.

Franco, a 1956 graduate 
of IVCC predecessor La-
Salle-Peru-Oglesby Junior 
College, studied chemistry 
and Spanish, among other 
subjects at LPO. The DePue 
native also played baseball 
and helped lead John Strell’s 
Apache basketball team to 
the NJCAA regional tourna-
ment in Flint, Mich.

Upon arrival at Illinois 
Wesleyan’s St. Joseph School 
of Medical Technology, Fran-
co realized LPO had prepared 
him well for upper-level 
college coursework.

He would go on to found 
independent medical labs 
in Kankakee County and 
eventually become a com-
mercial real estate developer 
in Kankakee, Moline and 
elsewhere. At the peak of his 
medical lab enterprise, Fran-
co employed six pathologists 
and 200 workers in Kankakee 
County, Champaign-Urbana 
and Danville.

His seven-story Execu-
tive Centre, now home to the 

IVCC alumnus Joe Franco, center, visited recently with former IVCC President 
Jerry Corcoran, left, and former Executive Director of Community Relations and 
Development Fran Brolley to formalize plans for a scholarship for students pursuing 
medical-related careers. (Photo contributed)

Kankakee Public Library, is 
considered one of the finest 
office buildings between 
Champaign and Chicago and 
The New York Times called it 
a “sophisticated showplace.” 

Franco also helped spark 
a downtown Moline renais-
sance by developing a “super 
block” that included his 
seven-story Heritage Place 
and a 300-car parking garage. 

“Somewhat-retired” for 
the past decade, today he 
manages 2,000 acres of 
farmland in Kankakee and 
Iroquois counties.

Franco’s son Joe is a 
cosmetic surgeon, son Scott 
is the CEO of the family’s 
Heritage Development, and 
daughter Shelly was a lab 
technician and is now a real 
estate developer. The elder 
Joe and his wife, the former 
Mary Theresa Grivetti, have 
eight grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

The Franco’s have donat-
ed hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to charity and in 2022 
Joe was the first recipient 
of The Economic Alliance 
of Kankakee County’s IM-
PACT Award “to honor his 
investment of time, treasure, 
and talent” and a “commit-
ment to Kankakee County 

that stretched over decades.”
Jeff Hammes, chairman 

of the Alliance, said the 
Kankakee region lost over 
4,000 jobs in an economic 
downturn in the 1980s but 
eventually came out of it 
“because of its work ethic 
and the determination of – 
and vision – of a self-made 
man (Franco).” 

He credited Franco, a 2009 
IVCC-LPO Hall of Fame in-
ductee, for “changing the face 
of Kankakee” and for being 
a “get-it-done type of guy.”

Franco’s parents – Joe 
Sr., worked in DePue’s Zinc 
plant and his mother Clara at 
Westclox – ingrained in him 
a granite-hard work ethic. 

“I could not have afforded 
college if not for the oppor-
tunity LPO provided me,” 
Franco says.

Today, he returns to the 
Illinois Valley to see fam-
ily and he owns a home in 
Ottawa.

Praised as “mission-driv-
en,” Franco concedes he is a 
fortunate individual, “but luck 
is a by-product of hard work.” 

Reflecting on a remark-
able life that began humbly in 
a small working-class town, 
he often remarks, “Not bad 
for a kid from DePue.”

Franco scholarship aimed at medical, lab students
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Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette 
NUMARKCU.ORG 

Federally Insured by NCUA

250 Marquette 
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LaSalle, IL 
61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
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61342
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Oglesby, IL 61348
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Ph. 223-9400
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www.eurekasavings.com
NMLS#447018

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

AUTO REPAIR 
ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Dr.
815-538-2412

LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
902 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

R&R Taller
4187 Rt. 251
815-538-4979

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

 
Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036
Emergency Number 815-441-8207

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
NuMark Credit Union
Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE 
In-Home Care 
Connection Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

JUNK REMOVAL 
Highsmith Haul Away 
815-993-8673
HighsmithHaulAway.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

MUSEUMS 
Breaking The Prairie Museum and 
Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.

815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St. 
815-538-2550

Mendota Pet Salon
2104 E. Main St.
815-878-3185

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!
NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and Operated 
by Paul and Mary Breznay

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Gibson Towing
Leland and Sandwich
815-651-9436

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP
Smooth Smokes and Vapor 
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499 

 

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com
 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota 

*Locally owned and operated 
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Expires 11/30/2023
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SOCIAL NEWS

WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage MotorcyclesHot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

No title? No problem. We buy 
any vehicle, running or not!

04
24

20
23

WE MAKE YOUR 
YARD GREAT AGAIN!!

Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteagaArteaga

• Tree Extraction • Tree Trimming • Lawn 
Care • Patios • Fire Pits • Retainer Walls 

• Paver Edging • Residential & Commercial 
•  Fully Insured

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504

08022023

SUMMER SPECIALS
• $200 OFF a Tree Job

• $200 OFF Landscaping Job

Don’t miss an issue. 
Subscribe today. 

Call 815-539-9396.

OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community 
College is expanding its on-campus food 
pantry to serve more students and is giving 
it a new name. 

The Eagles’ Nest will be housed in 
CTC-202R, a resource room on the sec-
ond floor of the Peter Miller Community 
Technology Center between the offices of 
Career Services and Counseling. The site 
was chosen because it is accessible and 
conveniently located just down the corridor 
from other key support services such as 
Project Success, Continuing Education, 
Adult Education and Special Populations 
departments. An elevator to the main floor 
lobby is nearby. 

A micro-pantry had been shelved in the 
IVCC Foundation Office, but stores and 
storage were limited and student need was 
growing beyond its supply, said Crystal Cre-
di, IVCC Special Populations coordinator. 
“More students need something more robust 
than a quick bite to eat at lunch,” she said.

“Surveys show that students sometimes 
eat less, skip meals, or do not have the 
means to purchase an ample food supply. 
Circumstances can also put community 
food pantries out of reach because those 
students lack transportation or can’t come 
when the pantries are open,” Credi said.

The new food resource center will 
open Aug. 16, the day classes begin, and 
is available to current IVCC students and 

students enrolled in Illinois High School 
diploma courses and English as a Second 
Language courses. Hours and operation 
policies will be finalized and announced 
through ivcc.edu/specialpopulations. The 
room will be staffed by student workers 
and staff volunteers who undergo training 
in health and nutrition guidelines. 

Students will check in to shop, choosing 
from an array of canned foods, shelf-stable 
foods, cereals, snacks and non-perishable 
goods. They can choose enough for an 
afternoon snack or fill a bag with a week’s 
groceries.

The Eagles’ Nest will also provide 
more choice than IVCC’s traditional food 
drives, Credi noted. Though successful, 
the drives resulted in a random selection 
and nutrition value, and items were boxed 
uniformly without regard to individual 
tastes and needs.

IVCC President Dr. Tracy Morris said 
The Eagles’ Nest culminates a long effort. 
Dr. Morris thanked everyone who made 
the food pantry a reality, including River 
Bend Food Bank for partnering with IVCC 
to make The Eagles’ Nest possible. River 
Bend is covering the cost of food.

The Davenport, Iowa-based River Bend 
Food Bank, which stocks hunger-relief 
organizations across 23 counties in Iowa 
and Illinois, supplies IVCC through the Hall 
Township Food Pantry in Spring Valley.

Hannah Bowermaster, left, Kate Kelly and Crystal Credi unload boxes of food in IVCC’s 
new food resource center, The Eagles’ Nest. (Photo contributed)

IVCC food pantry expands, gets new name

CHERRY – The 2023-24 
Religious Education registra-
tion for Holy Trinity-Cherry, 
St. Thomas More-Dalzell 
and St. Patrick-Arlington 
will be held Sunday, Aug. 
20 from 9:30-11 a.m. at 
Holy Trinity Church Hall 
in Cherry.

The registration fee is $30 
per child. For returning stu-
dents, registration forms will 
be sent to your email address. 
For new students, email or 
call to receive a registration 
form. Forms will also be 
available at registration.

The class location is 
Holy Trinity Church Hall in 
Cherry. Class time is 9:45-11 
a.m. The class schedules are 
as follows:

• K-4th Grade – every oth-
er Sunday starting Sept. 10.

• 5th & 6th Grade – ev-
ery other Sunday starting 
Sept. 17.

• 7th & 8th Grade – (new) 
every Sunday starting Sept. 
10. (7th & 8th grade Con-
firmation classes are every 
week. This is a change from 
last year.)

Volunteer teachers and 
helpers are needed. This is 
a great way to help in the 
community, earn community 
service hours and receive 
experience working with 
children in a classroom set-
ting. Team up with a family 
member or friend. Teachers 
must be senior year of high 
school or older and helpers 
must have received the Sac-
rament of Confirmation.

For more information or 
to receive a registration form, 
contact Michelle Bickett, 
religious education director, 
at michelleb_ht@yahoo.
com or call 815-751-2656, 
or email the church at holy-
trinitycherry@gmail.com or 
call 815-894-2006.

Religious Ed
registration
set in Cherry
on Aug. 20th

MENDOTA – The 
Mendota High School 
Class of 1983 will be 
having a class reunion at 
6 p.m. Friday, Aug. 11 at 
the Mendota Elks Lodge. 
Please spread the word to 
other classmates.

The cost is $25 per 
person payable at the 
door, which includes 
rental and food.

For more informa-
tion, contact Gail Ses-
sler at 815-866-6645 or 
email classof83mendo-
ta@gmail.com.

Mendota
Class of ‘83
to gather
August 11
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com 08

07
20

23

Stop in and Join us during 
the Sweet Corn Festival!

Open normal hours all week!
Serving Lunch at 11:00  

and Dinner at 5:00

Try one of our Summer Rum Buckets 
or an Ice Cold Beer

Sunday Funday Karaoke with Charles 
starting at 4:00 PM-Bar Open at Noon

Serving our Loaded Bloody Marys!

Rt. 251• Mendota
(815) 539-5985
Open 7 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-9pm
Thur. 4pm-9pm
Friday & Sat. 11am-10pm
Joe & Ana Arteaga

Thursdays 4:00pm-9:00pm

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Perfect for parties, weddings, birthdays or 

any gathering.

Sunday SpecialSunday Special: : 
Chicken Wings SpecialChicken Wings Special
1/4 Chicken, French Fries, 1/4 Chicken, French Fries, 
Cole Slaw - $8Cole Slaw - $8
MondayMonday: : 
Margaritas - $5 Margaritas - $5 
Tuesday: Tuesday: Taco Night!Taco Night! 
WednesdayWednesday: : 
El Pastor Wings 6/$8.50 El Pastor Wings 6/$8.50 
& Lime Margaritas $5 & Lime Margaritas $5 

08022023

FOR DAILY SPECIALS!

LIKE & FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK

THURSDAY SPECIAL ONLY 

15% o� *

regular priced menu items 
excluding alcohol

*please present coupon for o� er

• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery
• Auto Truck Repair

• Emergency Roadside Assistance
• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

05
01

20
23

Compton • 815-343-8047
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette • 815-849-5171

MULTI-FAMILY
YARD SALE

2915 Beemerville Road,
Compton

Aug. 12, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Aug. 13, 1-5 p.m.

Aug. 14, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Aug. 16, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Aug. 18, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Aug. 19, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Aug. 20, 1-5 p.m.
Aug. 21, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Aug. 23, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Aug. 25, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Aug. 26, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Christmas, yard, clothes,
books, cassettes, 8-track,

tools. Wide variety of
treasures. Come

check us out.
2t32msr

DRIVE-WAY SALE
1011 Third Ave.
Friday, Aug. 11
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Clothing, table, chairs,
sports memorabilia

& cards, jerseys,
much miscellaneous.

1t32msr

GARAGE SALE
1703 Sunset Drive
Friday, Aug. 11 &
Saturday, Aug. 12

9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Home décor,

Name-brand clothing,
men’s L & XL,

women’s S & M,
girls up to size 7,

toys, tools, wall art,
mirrors, event 
centerpieces

& much more.
1t32msr

ESTATE SALE
300 13th Ave.,

Mendota
Aug. 10 thru 13

9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Grandfather clock organ,

furniture, sofa, tables,
chair, kiln ovens,

standing dishwasher,
antiques, retired Snow
Babies and much more.

House will also be
listed. Please inquire.

1t32msr

GARAGE SALES/NOTICES

CARDS OF THANKS
On behalf of myself and 

all of the Stephenitch family, 
I would like to thank all of 
our customers for the support 
and love shown to our family 
as we grieved the loss of my 
brother and business partner, 
John. I would also like to ex-
tend a huge thank you to all of 
my family for their help and 
support during our going-out-
of-business sale. I would have 
been lost without all of you. I 
am pleased to announce that 
our store property has been 
sold to a gentleman by the 

name of Marc Blanc, who is 
in the process of opening a 
Car Quest Auto Parts store. 
Marc brings another long-
time family business, serving 
multiple communities for 75 
years. It is my hope that all of 
our friends and past customers 
show Marc the same degree 
of love and support that you 
have shown my family for the 
past 130 years. I’m missing 
our customers, but enjoying 
retirement.

Gene Stephenitch
Stephenitch Hardware

Grass clippings, etc. in streets
No person shall throw, place or leave, or cause or permit 

to be thrown, placed or left, any ashes, dirt, filth or rubbish, 
grass clippings, or foreign matter in or upon any street, alley 
or sidewalk of the City of Mendota.

Penalty: Any person violating this section shall be sub-
ject to the penalty of not less than $50 nor more than $500. 
Imposition of any penalty for a violation of this section shall 
not be construed as a waiver of the right of the City to collect 
the cost of removal of such nuisance where it is necessary 
for the City to remove such nuisance.

Mendota City Ordinance

SUSPENDED LICENSE
Brandon Humm, 41, of 

324 Railroad St., Earlville, 
was charged with driving 
while license suspended after 
a traffic stop at 13th Avenue 
and Washington Street at 
9:17 a.m. Aug. 4. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

SUSPENDED LICENSE
Trevor J. Vihnanek, 21, 

of Plainfield, was charged 
with driving while license 
suspended after a traffic stop 

at Meriden and East Main 
streets at 1:57 a.m. Aug. 6. 
The subject was released 
with a LaSalle County court 
date.

NO VALID LICENSE
Brian L. Munsterman, 

47, of Bourbonnais, was 
charged with no valid driv-
er’s license after a traffic 
stop at U.S. 34 and East 
Fourth Road at 7:28 p.m. 
Aug. 6. The subject was 
released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

POLICE BLOTTER

Garage Sale time is here!
For best results, advertise
your sale in The Reporter.
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Mendota’s Mendota’s 76th76th Annual Annual
SWEET CORN FESTIVALSWEET CORN FESTIVAL

THURSDAY, AUG. 10
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM   A Special Afternoon for Special Kids. The Carnival 

will be open for a private armband for anyone with 
Special Needs and their immediate family. Please 
call the Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce for 
more details. 

 Registration is required to get an idea of how many 
we should expect: www.sweetcornfestival.com

5:00 PM – 7:00 PM   The Acoustix – Performance in the First State Bank 
Hospitality Tent. Sponsored by Merritt Funeral 
Home

6:00 PM   Carnival Midway & Food Booths Open - Carnival and 
Midway open to the general public. (Discount ride 
armband from 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM)

7:00 PM  Silvertone Junction performance on the First State 
Bank Stage. Sponsored by Dr. Tara VanDeWyngaerde

7:00 PM-10:00PM   Teen Dance Night with DJ Skidmarc and DJ Famou5- 
Enjoy free admission and come dance to today’s hits 
at the entertainment stage on Main St. Sponsored 
by RSG Millwrights Inc.

FRIDAY, AUG. 11
10:30 AM   Food Booths featuring festival, ethnic, and regional 

delights, and a variety of Merchandise Booths, & 
First State Bank Hospitality Tent open for the day.

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM   Good Vybz Ent. Dj in the First State Bank Hospitality 
Tent. Sponsored by Edward D. Jones

12:00 AM   Carnival opens for the day - (Discount armband 
from 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM)

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM   The Acoustix - performance in the First State Bank 
Hospitality Tent Sponsored by Central Bank Illinois.

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM   The Acoustix - performance in the First State Bank 
Hospitality Tent. Sponsored by: Kurt Bruno – State 
Farm Insurance

6:30 PM   Pre-pageant Entertainment featuring Andrew 
Bloomquist Sponsored by Eureka Savings Bank.

7:30 PM   Sweet Corn Queen Pageant on the First State Bank 
Stage on Rt. 34 downtown with intermission 
entertainment featuring Andrew Bloomquist 
Sponsored by Eureka Savings Bank. 

7:30 PM - 12:00 AM   Beer Garden featuring entertainment from 
Greenfield Station. Sponsored by Triple Service. & 
Euclid Beverage Co. 

ALL DAY   Magic Matt - Performing his Strolling Magic & 
Balloon Artistry in downtown Mendota. Sponsored 
by HCC

SATURDAY, AUG. 12
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM   Crafters Market Place & Flea Market.  Vendors are in 

two locations. Veteran’s Park on Rt. 34 in downtown 
Mendota and the Elks Club parking lot on Indiana 
Ave. & Jefferson St., just 1/2 block north of Veteran’s 
Park.

10:00 AM   Mini Royalty Pageant 5-year-olds competing to 
wear the crown of Mini King & Queen of Mendota’s 
Annual Sweet Corn Festival, on the First State Bank 
Stage on Rt. 34 downtown. Sponsored by Plano 
Powered by Pure Fishing. 

10:30 AM   Food Booths, featuring festival, ethnic, and regional 
delights, and a variety of Merchandise Booths, & 
First State Bank Hospitality Tent open for the day.

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM   Nicodemus musical performance in the First State 
Bank Hospitality Tent Sponsored by Prairie State 
Tractor

12:00 AM   Carnival opens for the day.
11:30AM - 1:30PM   Steve Cerqua acoustic guitar performance on First 

State Bank Stage. Sponsored by The Chalet Sports 
Bar.

12:00 PM - 2:00 PM  Lica Lorraine will be showing off her talents at 
balloon artistry at the intersection of Washington 
St. and 8th Avenue.  Sponsored by: Davis Family 
Health

12:00 PM - 3:00 PM  Wild Style Design Face Painting Professional artists 
will be available to transform you into your favorite 
animal or superhero for the day. Near the corner 
of Washington St. & Indiana Ave. Sponsored by 
Advanced Drainage Systems (ADS).

12:00/2:00/4:00 PM  3 Shows - Mr. Steve - includes music, magic, 
balloons and comedy all blended into wholesome 
family entertainment.  Located on the corner 
of Illinois Ave. and Jefferson St. Sponsored by 
McDonalds

 2:00 PM   Annual Sweet Corn Festival Food Contest. All 
categories of food must be made with sweet 
corn and prepared in advance. Judging will be 
held at 2:00 PM in the Mendota Elks Lodge, 707 
Indiana Ave. downtown. Entry forms are available 
at the Mendota Chamber Office. Sponsored by 
Nightengale’s Thrift Shop. 

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM   Zac Quad Music Acoustic musician playing 
everything from the 60’s through today in the 
First State Bank Hospitality Tent. Sponsored by: 
Mendota Mutual Insurance

2:30 PM - 5:30 PM  Judson Main musical performance in the First State 
Bank Stage. Sponsored by Praire Land Millwright 
Inc

3:30 PM – 6:30 PM   Beer Garden featuring Valley Katz. Sponsored by 
Ken Otterbach Excavating and Rosati’s Pizza of 
Mendota.

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Good Vybz Ent. Dj in the First State Bank Hospitality 

Tent. Sponsored by: Expressions Salon
8:00 PM -10:00 PM  Grupo Los Parientes de Rancho Nuevo performing 

on the First State Bank Stage. Sponsored by RSG 
Millwrights Inc.

7:30 PM - 12:00 AM   Beer Garden featuring Side Hustle. Sponsored by 
ADM & G & M Distributors.

ALL DAY   Magic Matt - Performing his Strolling Magic & 
Balloon Artistry in downtown Mendota. Sponsored 
by Schimmer GM

SUNDAY, AUG. 13
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM   Crafters Market Place & Flea Market. Over 200 

vendors in two locations. Veteran’s Park on Rt. 34 in 
downtown Mendota and the Elks Club parking lot 
on Indiana Ave. & Jefferson St., just 1/2 block north 
of Veteran’s Park.

10:30 AM  Food Booths featuring festival, ethnic, and regional 
delights, and a variety of Merchandise Booths, & 
First State Bank Hospitality Tent open for the day.

12:00 PM   Carnival opens for the day.
12:00 AM - 2:00 PM   The Acoustix - performance in the First State Bank 

Hospitality Tent First Federal Savings Bank.
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM   Lica Lorraine will be showing off her talents at 

balloon artistry at the intersection of Washington 
St. and 8th Avenue.  Sponsored by Davis Family 
Health

12:00 PM   The Jesse White Tumblers special high-flying 
performance in front of the Mendota Elks Lodge on 
Indiana Ave. Sponsored by Mahoney Environmental 
Solutions and Mauch Carpentry.

1:00 PM  SWEET CORN FESTIVAL GRAND PARADE
 Featuring floats, bands, antique & classic vehicles, 

Shriners, and more! Special highlights include The 
Jesse White Tumblers and The South Shore Drill 
Team. 

2:00 PM   FREE SWEET CORN! Sweet Corn from Country Kids 
Farm Market served steaming hot! Served at the 
intersection of Illinois Ave & Jefferson St. Corn 
donated by Larry and Beth Gies.

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  THE Acoustix - performance in the First State Bank 
Hospitality Tent. Sponsored by: Kaleel Law Office

3:30 PM  The South Shore Drill Team will perform in front of 
the Mendota Elks Lodge at 707 Indiana Ave. You 
have watched them in the parade, don’t miss this 
very special performance! Sponsored by: Black Bros. 
Co., Financial Plus Credit Union, Prescott Brothers 
Inc., Starved Rock Wood Products.

ALL DAY   Magic Matt - Performing his Strolling Magic & 
Balloon Artistry in downtown Mendota. Sponsored 
by HCC and Schimmer GM

1102 Meriden St. • Mendota
815-539-9341

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota

815-539-5656 
www.eurekasavings.com1905 13th Ave. Mendota

815-539-3444
Member NCUA          ESI

Katie Rinaldo, owner
cornerstonedentures.com

448 N. 3973 Rd.
Mendota • 815-539-5633

715 Washington 
St. 

Mendota
815-539-5651

Mendota Area Senior Services
1901 Tom Merwin Dr. • Mendota

815-539-9673

1901 S. 13th Ave. • Mendota
815-539-6263

1206 13th Ave. • Mendota
815-539-5985

501 9th Ave. • Mendota
815-539-7451

www.blackbros.com

Carriage 
House 

Electric

105 12th St. • Mendota
815-538-5598

Mendota 
Monument 

Co.
606 S. Main St. • Mendota

815-539-7276

Hwy. 52 • Sublette
815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203

www.vaessenbrothers.com

Triple the Value. Triple the Satisfaction. Triple the Service.

801 Monroe St. • Mendota
815-539-3828

www.tripleserviceinc.com

First State Bank 
of Van Orin

200 N Main St. • 815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 W. Main St. 

815-643-2121 • Member FDIC

2701 12th St. • 1503 13th Ave.
Mendota • Now Hiring EOE

Mendota Child 
Development 

Center
1304 Division St. • Mendota

815-538-3333

Ridley Feed 
Ingredients

1609 First Ave. • Mendota
815-539-9321

307 Plaza Drive • Mendota
815-538-2412

134 E US Highway 34 • Mendota
815-780-7369

1318 Meriden Street • Mendota
815-539-3000 

mendotadentalcenter@gmail.com

2025 Sublette Rd
Sublette • 815-849-5223

LaSalle County 
Farm Bureau

4201 N. Columbus St. 
Ottawa • 815-433-0371

1108 
Meriden St., 

Mendota
815-503-

3853

1210 Meriden St.• Mendota
815-538-2145

1605 13th Ave., Mendota
815-252-2740

4mgraphix.com

The schedule of events for 
the 76th annual Sweet Corn 

Festival is brought to you by the 
following sponsors:

Locally 
owned and 
operated 
by Paul 

and Mary 
Breznay

1700 Burlington St, Mendota 
815-538-5300

stonecroftvillage.com

Compton • 815-343-8047
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette • 815-849-5171

Dr. Tara N.  
Van De Wyngaerde

Optometrist
700 14th Ave. • Mendota  

(815)539-6291

KRENZ 
DENTAL LTD.
704 Indiana Ave. 

Mendota
815-538-5316

 815-538-4979
4187 N Rt. 251, Mendota, IL 61342

MENDOTA

1401 South 13th Avenue, Mendota
815-539-9314

fordofmendota.com

Edge of Your Seat Podcast
Listen on Spotify, Apple Podcasts  

and on our website:
rss.com/podcasts/edgeofyourseatpodcast/

Host 
Brandon 

LaChance
815-876-7941

3705  
E 12th Rd.,  
Ottawa, IL

815-830-1131

617 Main Street, Mendota • 815-539-8470 F
ur

ar
’s
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ut
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dy David FurarDavid Furar
OwnerOwner

815-539-6075815-539-6075
Fax 815-539-7733Fax 815-539-7733

PO Box 272PO Box 272
306 Plaza Drive306 Plaza Drive

Mendota, IL 61342Mendota, IL 61342

david@furarsbodyshop.comcastbiz.netdavid@furarsbodyshop.comcastbiz.net

800 Washington St. • Mendota
815-539-7459

City 
of 

Mendota
703 Illinois Ave., PO Box 300

Mendota
815-539-9396

www.mendotareporter.com

(815)(815)
830-1131830-1131
OTTAWA, ILOTTAWA, IL
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BRIDAL GUIDE

Sit down dinners or buffets.  We’ll do our best to make 
your day happy and one you’ll always remember.

MENDOTA ELKS LODGE
707 Indiana Ave., Mendota

Welcome Elks Members & Their Guests

Mendota Moose Lodge 714
211 E. 12th Street, Mendota

Contact Ginny at 815-539-5745

“Let Us Help You Celebrate”

Like and Follow us on our New Facebook page
Mendota Moose Lodge 714.

Taking Reservations 
for your 2023 
Special Event!

04262023

GET UP AND DANCE DJ SERVICEGET UP AND DANCE DJ SERVICE

Rodney and Jane Schomas

www.getupanddancedj.com
getupanddancedj@gmail.com

602 Catherine St
Ottawa, IL  61350
815.434.7258815.434.7258

04
27

20
22

Wedding planning is a unique 
experience unlike any endeavor most 
couples will ever encounter. Much 
effort goes into planning a wedding, 
and that includes building a budget that 
ensures the big day will be fun without 
breaking the bank.

Most couples planning a wedding 
have never tied the knot before, so it can 
be difficult to determine a reasonable 
amount to spend. It’s easy to go over-
board when planning a wedding, and 
couples may find their list of wants and, 
consequently, their expenses, growing 
as they get into the weeds of wedding 
planning. Though it might require some 
difficult decisions, couples can keep 
these tips in mind so they can build a 
wedding budget that won’t land them 
in debt after saying, “I do.”

• Determine funding. The days 
when a bride’s parents would finance 
the wedding entirely on their own are 
largely a thing of the past. According 
to a recent WeddingWire Newlywed 
Report, parents now pay for 52 percent 
of wedding expenses. As couples begin 
establishing a wedding budget, it’s im-
perative that they first determine who, 
if anyone, will be helping them finance 
the big day. Fifty-two percent of wed-

ding expenses is a significant amount 
of money, but in that scenario, couples 
will still need to come up with roughly 
half of the money needed to fund their 
weddings. Couples without substantial 
savings may be forced to cut back in 
order to avoid beginning their life as a 
married couple in debt.

• Make a list of potential expenses. 
Location will be a significant factor 
when determining potential expenses. 
For example, a 2022 ValuePenguin 
analysis of data from The Wedding 
Report found that the average wedding 
in Massachusetts cost roughly $30,500 
in 2020, while couples tying the knot 
in Arkansas spent around $12,500 on 
their weddings. With such wild fluc-
tuations, it’s important that couples 
get an accurate estimate of how much 
it may cost them to get married in a 
given city. Couples who met in a city 
and still live in a city but grew up in a 
suburb might save a considerable sum 
by getting married in their hometowns. 
Compare and contrast prices in locales 
you’re considering, and then build your 
budget accordingly. This can help you 
avoid sticker shock and going over 
budget. Notable expenses to budget 
include the venue, attire (i.e., wedding 

dress and tuxedo rental), hairstyle and 
makeup, entertainment, photography, 
and transportation, among others.

• Make a list of what’s most import-
ant. Most couples will have to compro-
mise in order to avoid taking on debt 
to finance their weddings. An earnest 
discussion about what’s most important 
to each person can ensure you both get 
what you want. Each person can make a 
list of their priorities, ranking them from 
most important to least important. Once 
lists are shared, couples can see where 
their priorities converge and where they 
diverge. Any items that rank low on 
each person’s list of priorities can be 
afforded less funding, while those that 
are high on each list can take up more 
of the budget, if necessary.

• Commit to a limit before spending 
a dime. Committing to a limit before 
spending a dime can help couples keep 
wedding costs more manageable. Once 
that number is defined, couples can then 
work within its parameters, which can 
make potentially difficult decisions a 
little easier by narrowing options at a 
time when options can seem endless.

A well-planned budget can be just 
what couples need to begin married life 
on strong financial footing.

How to build a wedding budget without breaking the bank
A well-planned budget can be just what couples need to begin married life on strong financial footing.

The exchange of wedding 
vows is a key component of 
a wedding ceremony and 
sometimes helps to ensure 
the marriage is binding in 
accordance with the faith 
of the participants. Vows 
also may be exchanged in 
service of tradition. Accord-
ing to the wedding resource 
Zola, vows are not a legal 
necessity for marriage and 
some cultures do not use 
them. Still, many couples 
like to recite vows during 
their weddings.

Couples have various 
options pertaining to the 
vows they share. In religious 
ceremonies, vows may be 
predetermined as part of the 
requirements and rituals of 
that faith and religious texts. 
Individuals also may choose 
to read romantic verses from 
poetry. Another option is to 
write one’s own vows.

When drafting vows, 
here are some guidelines to 
follow. 

• Utilize a template. Scour 
the internet for resources on 
writing vows. You’ll likely 
find sample vows or even 
templates where you can fill 
in information if you do not 
know where to begin.

• Utilize memories of 
when you met. Your vows 
can include special anecdotes 
or stories of time spent in the 
early days when you first 
knew this was the person 

with whom you would spend 
your life. 

• Explain who this person 
is to you. Tell the audience 
what it is about this person 
that has you smitten. Is he or 
she your partner in crime? 
Confidante? Best friend? Or 
all of the above? 

• Share what you are 
pledging. Write out exactly 
what you are vowing to your 
special someone. Be defin-

itive and draw from your 
personal experiences. For 
example, “I vow to support 
you each time you adopt an-
other shelter dog.” “I promise 
to not hog the covers.” “I vow 
to warm your toes on cold 
evenings.” Make it personal, 
heartfelt and humorous.

• Say you’ll be there. At 
the heart of vows is a prom-
ise that you’ll be around no 
matter what life throws at 
you. This is a safe sentiment 
to include in your vows, and 
likely one your future spouse 
and other guests will come 
to expect.

• Keep things brief. There 
is no need to write a novel 

for your vows, which may 
reassure you if you’re ner-
vous about the right wording 
and speaking in front of an 
audience. Outline the most 
important points you want 
to share and build on those 
sentiments.

• Reflect on the future. 
Wrap up your vows by noting 
your excitement about what 
the future may bring, whether 
that is a family, travel or 
another adventure.

Wedding vows are tradi-
tional components of many 
weddings. Couples easily 
can write their own vows to 
personalize the ceremony 
even further.

Helpful tips for writing wedding vows

Wedding vows are traditional components of many weddings. Couples easily can write 
their own vows to personalize the ceremony even further.

Weddings are special 
events that celebrate two 
individuals’ love for one 
another. Weddings bring 
together friends and fami-
ly to witness couples share 
vows and devote their 
lives to each other.

Wedding guests rec-
ognize that certain com-
ponents are common-
place in ceremonies and 
receptions.  Perhaps you 
were once a ring bearer 
or caught the bouquet? 
There’s a rich history 
behind the traditions that 
feature prominently at 
many weddings. Here’s a 
look at traditions past and 
present and the meaning 
behind these customs.

Marriage
The custom of mar-

riage can be traced back 
thousands of years to when 
hunters and gatherers 
started coming together 
to form societies and farm 
land. In order to ensure the 
success of communities, 
couplings were developed 
to produce offspring and 
maintain households.

Tie the knot
Getting married is 

sometimes referred to as 
“tying the knot.” This 
stems from the custom of 
“handfasting,” which is a 
common practice among 
various cultures around 
the world, and notably in 
ancient Rome. The bride 
and groom’s hands are tied 
together for the duration 
of the ceremony, not to be 
released until the wedding 
is made official. This isn’t 
something you see too 
often at modern weddings, 
but can be something 
unique couples may want 
to consider.

Bridal bouquet
A bouquet of beautiful 

flowers is held by the 
bride on her wedding day. 
Roses, orchids, peonies, 
and other fragrant blooms 
are often included, but 
in ancient times brides’ 
bouquets were likely made 
of herbs. According to the 
resource Minted Wed-
dings, these aromatic 

herbs were used to ward 
off evil spirits. 

Veil
Evil spirits also were 

the basis for the wearing of 
bridal veils, as they were 
utilized to hide brides from 
these miscreants. Veils 
now are more style than 
substance.

Bridesmaids
In ancient Rome, 

bridesmaids were tasked 
with protecting the bride. 
They wore the same dress-
es as the bride to confuse 
evil spirits from finding 
the soon-to-be-betrothed 
and cursing her. Today’s 
bridesmaids are less decoy 
and more helper. They 
may wear similar dresses 
to the bride and one anoth-
er, but they aren’t trying to 
fool any spirits.

Tossing rice
Rice and grains were 

long regarded as signs of 
prosperity and fertility, 
according to the gifting 
company Personal Cre-
ations. Therefore, couples 
were showered with rice to 
ensure their good fortune. 
Consumption of uncooked 
rice has been proven to 
be detrimental to some 
wildlife, so rice has now 
been widely replaced with 
bubbles or birdseed.

Cutting the cake
At the reception, many 

couples link hands and 
make the first cut in their 
wedding cakes. Wedding 
Wire says it’s a tradition 
that around 80 percent 
of wedding couples par-
take in. It is believed 
this tradition symbolizes 
the couple’s first official 
task performed together, 
and marks the promise to 
support and take care of 
one another throughout 
the marriage. However, 
in the past, brides were 
responsible for cutting 
the wedding cake alone 
and distributed slices to 
guests to aid in fertility, 
according to Baking-
Nook.com.

Weddings are full of 
traditions with interesting 
histories.

Time-honored 
wedding traditions

A bouquet of beautiful flowers is held by the bride on 
her wedding day. Roses, orchids, peonies, and other 
fragrant blooms are often included, but in ancient 
times brides’ bouquets were likely made of herbs. 

The Mendota Reporter 
welcomes engagement 

and wedding announcements!
Printed for FREE!!
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BLOOMINGTON – The 
Illinois High School Asso-
ciation (IHSA) is proud to 
announce a new partnership 
with Officially Human, an 
organization whose mission 
is to “restore respect to 
game officials and recog-
nize them as authorities on 
the fields and courts.”

“We are excited to be 
partnering with Official-
ly Human,” said IHSA 
Executive Director Craig 
Anderson. “A survey of 
IHSA Officials in 2023 
showed that the prevailing 
reason officials leave the 
vocation is due to the poor 
sportsmanship shown to 
officials. To ensure there 
are enough officials to cover 
the games that over 400,000 
high school students in Il-
linois annually participate 
in, it’s obvious that more 
needs to be done. It’s our 
hope that this partnership 
with Officially Human will 
be a key component in this 
turnaround.”

Officially Human was 
founded by Brenda Hilton, 
who has spent over 23 years 
in college athletics work-
ing with sports officials 
from the mid-majors to the 
highest level of Division 
I .  The Lombard-based 
organization was founded 
in 2019 to restore respect 
to, and positive treatment 
of, sport officials through 
increased education and 
communication to all stake-
holders (administrators, 
coaches, athletes, and fans). 
Officially Human is the 
leader in addressing the 
growing crisis in officiating 
that touches every sport, 
official, and level of com-
petition. Officially Human 
offers tailored solutions to 
athletic host organizations 
of all sizes that improve 
the stakeholder experience 
at each of their sporting 
competitions. The compre-
hensive solutions package 
includes digital education, 
awareness building, event 
host communication strat-
egies, and organizational 
support in addressing poor 
fan behavior.

“I am thrilled with this 
partnership for many rea-
sons, one being that Illi-
nois is my home state,” 
said Hilton. “Having the 
opportunity for Officially 
Human to work side-by-
side with the IHSA is very 
meaningful. Together, we 
are stronger, and we will 
continue to lead the charge 
both in Illinois and nation-
ally, raising awareness and 
improving the treatment of 
sports officials. We appre-
ciate the IHSA showing 
the officiating community 

IHSA forms partnership 
with Officially Human
q Organization’s mission is to restore respect to game officials

that they care about them 
and want to help solve this 
crisis.”

For the 2022-23 school 
year, the Illinois High 
School Association distrib-
uted approximately 18,000 
licenses to over 11,000 
individuals, representing 
a significant increase from 
the previous year. However, 
retaining officials is just 
as important as recruiting 
them, and helping all offi-
cials experience success in 
the space leads to the reten-
tion needed. In a survey to 
all IHSA licensed officials 
in early 2023, 45% precent 
of the respondents indicated 
the primary reason they 
most enjoy officiating is the 
opportunity to “give back.” 
In the same survey, though, 
62% percent said “sports-
manship of participants/
fan behavior” is the greatest 
challenge officials face.

“Officials are humans 
too, and I think people lose 
sight of that sometimes,” 
said IHSA Associate Exec-
utive Director Kurt Gibson, 
who oversees the IHSA 
Officials Department. “Of-
ficials have careers, live 
in the same communities, 
attend the same churches, 
shop at the same stores, and 
eat at the same restaurants 
as others. Treating officials 
with the same respect, 
whether out in the commu-
nity or on the court, field, 
pitch, pool, track, diamond, 
etc., as any other communi-
ty member is something we 
should all be able to do. This 
elevation of respect towards 
officials can, and needs to, 
start at the individual level.”

As the IHSA officiating 
survey results show, offi-
cials, by nature, are giving 
individuals, but they feel 
the increasing negative 
behavior exhibited at high 
school sporting events is 
not worth remaining in 

the officiating community. 
‘Elevating Respect’ by both 
players, coaches, fans – and 
officials – is necessary, 
and Officially Human has 
a number of available re-
sources all those groups 
would benefit from viewing 
at www.officiallyhuman.
com.

“Officially Human is 
committed to restoring 
respect to game officials, 
and we are proud to partner 
with them,” said Gibson. 
“Together, I believe we 
can ‘elevate respect’ in the 
athletic space and bring 
about greater synergy in 
the high school athletic 
community.”

The IHSA plans a num-
ber of action items sur-
rounding its partnership 
with Officially Human. 
IHSA Officials and member 
schools will be granted 
access to the “Elevate Re-
spect” program at no cost, 
and member schools will be 
encouraged to share the pro-
gram with students and fans 
alike each season. IHSA and 
Officially Human will also 
work together to recognize 
and support officials during 
the regular and post season 
on social media and at IHSA 
state finals events and look 
to recognize teams and fan 
bases that exhibit the high-
est levels of behavior and 
sportsmanship throughout 
the year.

“Everyone has a part 
to play in making inter-
scholastic athletics the 
successful laboratory it 
is,” said Anderson. “High 
school sports teach untold 
skills that participants use 
throughout life, and it’s 
the lessons learned while 
participating with peers 
that shape lives. Victory 
and defeat are two of those 
lessons, but learning how to 
handle both of those out-
comes is the greater goal.”

SPRINGFIELD – The 2023-2024 
Illinois Digest of Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations is now available online.

To access the electronic version, visit 
https://dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/hunt-
trapdigest.html. The digest will also be 
available in Spanish and Polish online 
in the coming weeks. 
Printed copies will ar-
rive at vendor locations 
statewide soon after the 
Illinois State Fair. 

“IDNR is pleased to 
make this informative 
digest available to hunt-
ers and trappers, who 
are essential partners in 
conservation and man-
agement of Illinois’ wild-
life,” said IDNR Director 
Natalie Phelps Finnie. 
“This annual guide pro-
vides a detailed review 
of hunting and trapping 
season dates, possession 
limits, hunting zone 
boundaries, statewide 
hunting regulations, li-
cense and permit details, 
and other useful information. IDNR wishes 
hunters a safe and successful season.”

Hunting licenses can be purchased 
through IDNR’s online license portal at 
https://exploremoreil.com or in person at 
participating vendors. To search for a list 
of vendors, visit https://exploremoreil.
com/agentlocator.

The following late-summer hunting 
opportunities are available in Illinois:

• Squirrel – Aug. 1, 2023-Feb. 15, 

2024; Location: Statewide (Except Nov. 
17-19 and Nov. 30-Dec. 3 in counties open 
for firearm deer hunting); Daily limit: 5; 
Possession limit: 10.

• Dove (mourning and white-winged) 
– Sept. 1-Nov. 14, 2023, and Dec. 26, 
2023-Jan. 9, 2024; Location: Statewide; 

Daily limit: 15; Posses-
sion limit: 45.

• Teal (early season) 
– Sept. 9-24, 2023; Lo-
cation: Statewide (all 
zones); Daily limit: 6; 
Possession limit: 18.

• Rail (Sora and 
Virginia only) – Sept. 
9-Nov. 17, 2023; Lo-
cation: Statewide (all 
zones); Daily limit: 25; 
Possession limit: 75.

• Snipe (Wilson’s 
snipe) – Sept. 9-Dec. 
24, 2023; Location: 
Statewide (all zones); 
Daily limit: 8; Posses-
sion limit: 24.

• Canada Geese (early 
season) – Sept. 1-15, 
2023; Location: North 

and Central zones; Daily limit: 5; Posses-
sion limit: 15; Location: South Central and 
South zones; Daily limit: 2; Possession 
limit: 6

“Zone” refers to waterfowl hunting 
zones established in Illinois per U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service regulations. 
For more details and a map of waterfowl 
zones and season dates for the period of 
2021-2025, visit https://bit.ly/ILwater-
fowlzones.

IDNR’s 2023-2024 Illinois hunting 
and trapping digest now available

OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community College 
has cancelled the 2023-2024 
women’s basketball season 
informing the NJCCA Re-
gion IV Representatives, the 
Arrowhead Conference rep-
resentatives and all scheduled 
opponents of this decision.

The decision to cancel 
IVCC’s women’s basketball 
season was necessitated 
by the resignation of the 

women’s basketball coach 
in late May. The timing of 
the coach’s resignation left 
the college with the inabil-
ity to fill the roster for the 
season. The current assistant 
women’s basketball coach, 
Brittney Moriarity has been 
retained and will immedi-
ately begin recruiting for the 
2024-2025 school year. The 
open position for IVCC’s 
head women’s basketball 

coach will be posted in No-
vember of 2023, interviews 
are anticipated in December 
with the goal of hiring a head 
coach in January 2024. The 
newly hired head basketball 
coach will continue the 
student recruitment respon-
sibilities.

IVCC will honor the 
tuition waivers for the few 
student athletes signed for 
the current season.

IVCC cancels women’s hoop season

“Officially Human is committed to restor-
ing respect to game officials, and we are 
proud to partner with them. Together, I 
believe we can ‘elevate respect’ in the 
athletic space and bring about greater 
synergy in the high school athletic com-
munity.”

–Kurt Gibson, IHSA

Baseball fans likely know 
its familiar refrain by heart, 
and even non-fans can prob-
ably identify it the moment 
it begins playing. “Take Me 
Out to the Ballgame” has 
long been part of the fabric 
of American culture, but 
even the most ardent fans 
of America’s pastime may 
be surprised to learn just 
how long the song has been 
around. 

According to the Library 
of Congress, the United 
States Copyright Office first 
received two copies of “Take 
Me Out to the Ballgame” on 
May 2, 1908. 

The song is still routinely 
played at ballparks across 
the country, and perhaps 
no park has become more 
synonymous with the song 
than Wrigley Field, home 
of the Chicago Cubs. During 
the seventh inning stretch of 
each game at Wrigley, fans 
are led by a celebrity and 
join in singing the song. 
That nightly sing-along is 
widely considered one of 
the most festive traditions in 
North American professional 
sports.

How old is 
“Take Me Out to 
the Ball Game?”



Wednesday, Aug. 9, 2023B4 • The Mendota Reporter

ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
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Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: I recently started re-
watching the Netflix show 
“Suits,” the one Meghan 
Markle acted in before she 
married Prince Harry. Are 
they going to have new epi-
sodes or just reruns? -- K.L.

A: “Suits” is the latest 
series to amass a huge au-
dience after Netflix began 
making the original episodes 
available to its subscribers. 
It ran for nine seasons on 
the USA Network, ending 
in 2019, and was then made 
available to subscribers of 
Peacock and Amazon Prime 
Video. However, this past 
June, the streaming giant 
Netflix acquired it, and the 
ratings soared, making it 
“one of the biggest shows 
on the planet,” according to 
TVLine.

“Suits” is just one of 
several series that expanded 
its audience by millions once 
it hit Netflix. Other notable 
ones include “Lucifer” and 
“Manifest.” Gene Klein, ex-
ecutive producer of “Suits,” 
told TVLine that he’s not cur-
rently aware of any planned 
revival of the show with new 
scripts and new episodes 
(once the Writers Guild of 
America and Screen Actors 

Holmes

Guild strikes get resolved), 
but that he wouldn’t be sur-
prised if he got a call some-

day with 
a propos-
al.  When 
a s k e d  i f 
M a r k l e 
would be 
among the 
re turn ing 
cast mem-

bers, he concluded that he 
didn’t believe it was possible.

***
Q: Is it true that Katie 

Holmes was almost cast 
as the lead in “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer”? How 
many years was this before 
“Dawson’s Creek”? -- C.L.

A: Yes, according to a 
recent story by TV Insider, 
Katie Holmes is one of 
several now-famous stars 
who were almost part of the 
“Buffy” universe. This was 
around 1996, before “Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer” pre-
miered on UPN the next year, 
but Holmes reportedly turned 
down the role because she 
chose to finish high school 
instead. Sarah Michelle Gel-
lar was subsequently chosen, 
and it’s hard to imagine any-
one other than her in the role. 
Meanwhile, in 1998, Holmes 

debuted as Joey on another 
series, “Dawson’s Creek,” 
and went on to become a big 
star in Hollywood.

Future A-lister Ryan 
Reynolds said he turned 
down the chance to play 
Buffy’s wisecracking pal 
Xander because he “didn’t 
want to play a guy in high 
school.” Reynolds had just 
come out of high school 
in real life and said it was 
“awful.” The part ended up 
being perfectly cast with 
actor Nicholas Brendon.

***
Q: How is Madonna 

doing after she nearly died 
a few months ago? Was she 
in a coma? -- H.H.

A: Madonna was rushed to 
the hospital after being found 
unresponsive at her home on 
June 24. Fortunately, the sing-
er-actress lived to see another 
day, but had to postpone her 
tour, which was set to launch 
a few weeks later. She spent 
several days in intensive care, 
where she was intubated for 
a serious bacterial infection, 
but she appears to have made 
a full recovery. She plans to 
reschedule her U.S. tour dates 
to follow the European leg 
of her tour, which begins in 
October.

• Trivia Test • Strange
But True

1. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a group of kangaroos 
called?

2. MOVIES: What kind of 
enchanted flower is featured in 
the animated film “Beauty and 
the Beast”?

3. GEOGRAPHY: How 
many pyramids are in the Pyr-
amids of Giza in Egypt?

4. TELEVISION: What did 
the surgeons on the “M.A.S.H” 
TV drama call their tent home?

5. FOOD & DRINK: When 
was the first restaurant fran-
chise of Kentucky Fried Chick-
en founded?

6. U.S. STATES: What is 
the capital of Vermont?

7. CHEMISTRY: What 
is the only letter that doesn’t 
occur in the Periodic Table?

8. MYTHOLOGY: What is 
the Roman god equivalent of 
the Greek god Hermes?

9. LITERATURE: Which 
famous singer-songwriter won 
the Nobel Prize for Literature 
in 2016?

10. MUSIC: Which country 
is the pop band ABBA from?

Answers
1. A mob.
2. A rose.
3. Three.
4. The Swamp.
5. 1952.
6. Montpelier.
7. J.
8. Mercury.
9. Bob Dylan.
10. Sweden.
(c) 2023 King Features 

Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* In 2018, Nataraj Karate 

set a new Guinness World 
Record by stuffing 650 
drinking straws in his mouth 
at once. He had to keep them 
there for at least 10 seconds 
to break the previous record. 

* Human blood cells have 
different lifespans.

* Dollar bills weren’t al-
ways green. Colonial money, 
for example, was tan with 
black or red ink. The Civil 
War government began us-
ing green ink to print paper 
money because it didn’t fade 
or easily decompose, which 
protected against counter-
feiting.

* Auto manufacturer 
Volkswagen makes not just 
vehicles, but currywurst 
sausages.

* Following his success-
ful bladder stone surgery, 
the relieved English diarist 
Samuel Pepys celebrated 
the anniversary of the event 
every year after.

* The first hot-air bal-
loon flight, in 1783, took 
off with a sheep, a duck 
and a rooster on board, as 
it was unknown how the 
human body would react 
to flying at high altitudes. 
(They landed safely.)

* A company in Poland 
makes dinnerware out of 
wheat bran. 

* Queen Elizabeth II 
visited the set of the TV 
series “Game of Thrones” 
but couldn’t be seated on the 
throne due to an old rule that 
“the ruling monarch can’t sit 
on a foreign throne.”

* While it’s not the longest 
word in the English lan-
guage, a study of 1.7 million 
samples of everyday English 
found that the longest word 
you’re likely to encounter on 
a daily basis is “uncharacter-
istically.”

* Ants leave pheromone 
trails when they walk that 
serve as maps for other ants.

* Although Saturn is the 
second-largest planet in our 
solar system, it’s also the 
lightest, and could float in 
water because it’s basically 
a giant gas ball -- if we had 
a bathtub big enough to 
hold it. 

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Dis-
ney was quick to consider 
“Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny” 
a bomb af-
ter it only 
g r o s s e d 
$303.6 mil-
lion after 
its first two 
weeks with 
a budget of 
$295 million!

Did you know Steven 
Spielberg’s original choice 
for Indiana Jones was Tom 
Selleck? In 1980, Spielberg 
made no secret Selleck was 
his choice for Indiana Jones 
and asked CBS to release 
Selleck from his contract 
10 days early. But it seems 
that Spielberg’s praise was 
all CBS needed. Knowing 
a good thing when they saw 
it, CBS decided to greenlight 
the pilot for a crime drama 
series they had shot, which is 
how Selleck became “Mag-
num, P.I.”

Disappointed at losing the 
chance at playing the role 
in what was guaranteed to 
become a franchise, Selleck 
flew to Hawaii and rented a 
house at Black’s Beach. The 
next day, the Screen Actors 
Guild announced their ac-
tors’ strike, and he lost his 
salary, forcing him to do 
landscaping for his landlord 
in order to pay his rent.

Selleck

During the five-month 
strike, Spielberg signed a 
waiver with SAG, cast Har-
rison Ford as Indiana Jones 
and began shooting on June 
23, 1980, during the strike. 
Fortunately, “Magnum” be-
came a huge hit, and in 1982, 
director Blake Edwards 
wanted Selleck to star oppo-
site Julie Andrews in “Victor/
Victoria.” But CBS added 
four more seasons of “Mag-
num,” and he had to pass, but 
recommended James Garner, 
who he worked with on two 
episodes of “The Rockford 
Files.”

Then, in 1985, Selleck 
was offered the starring role 
in “Witness,” but CBS, again, 
decided to add more seasons 
of “Magnum.” So, the role, 
again, went to Ford, who 
received an Oscar nomina-
tion for the film. Later on 
in 1987, Selleck starred in 
“Three Men and a Baby,” 
with Ted Danson and Steve 
Guttenberg, which cost $15 
million and grossed $240 
million.

Starting in 2005, Selleck 
starred in “Stone Cold,” the 
first of nine made-for-TV 
films based on the “Jesse 
Stone” novels. In 2010, he 
became police commission-
er Frank Reagan in “Blue 
Bloods,” which has been 
renewed for its 14th season. 
So, “Indiana Jones” is offi-
cially done after five films, 

but “Blue Bloods” keeps 
rolling along.

***
The streaming services 

have blown CBS, NBC, ABC 
and Fox out of the water with 
primetime Emmy nomina-
tions. The networks didn’t 
receive any nominations in 
the Drama categories for Lead 
Actor, Lead Actress, Sup-
porting Actor or Supporting 
Actress. “Abbott Elementary” 
did receive a nomination for 
Outstanding Comedy Series, 
as well as nominations for 
Lead Actress in a Comedy 
Series (Quinta Brunson) and 
Supporting Actor in a Comedy 
Series (Tyler James Williams).

Jimmy Kimmel, Seth 
Meyers and Stephen Colbert 
were nominated in the Talk 
Series category -- but not 
Jimmy Fallon, who only saw 
his game show “That’s My 
Jam” get nominated. “Amaz-
ing Race” and “Survivor” 
got nods for the Competition 
Program category, “The 
Simpsons” for the Animated 
category, and “Shark Tank” 
for Structured Reality. Last-
ly, “Family Feud,” “Jeopar-
dy,” “The Price Is Right” and 
“Wheel of Fortune” were the 
rest of the Game Show noms. 
This must be why Hollywood 
is referring to these networks 
as the “screaming service” 
networks!

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
“Transformers: Rise of 

the Beasts” (PG-13) -- The 
seventh installment in the 
“Transformers” franchise is 
out now on streaming. Taking 
place in the 1990s before the 
events of the first “Trans-
formers” transpired, Earth 
is in severe danger of being 
attacked by the planet-eating 
god Unicron after museum 
intern Elena discovers a key 
that calls out to Unicron and 
his army. Luckily, the key 
also calls out to the Autobot 
resistance, who wish to use it 
to return to their planet. How-
ever, with such a large threat 
looming over Earth, the Au-
tobots must first team up with 
humans for an action-packed 
fight against Unicron. “Rise 
of the Beasts” stars Anthony 
Ramos (“In the Heights”) 
and Dominique Fishback 
(“Swarm”) in lead roles, and 
features voices from Peter 
Dinklage, Michelle Yeoh and 
Pete Davidson. (Paramount+)

“Red, White & Royal 
Blue” (R) -- Fans of the suc-
cessful LGBT romance novel 
by Casey McQuiston will be 
excited to hear that the film 
adaptation hits streaming on 

Aug. 11! Taylor Zakhar Perez 
plays Alex Claremont-Diaz, 
the son of the president of the 
United States, whose feud 
with Prince Henry (Nicholas 
Galitzine) begins to generate 
bad press. Alex is then forced 
by his president mother to 
play nice with Henry in 
front of the press as damage 
control, and the pair’s silly 
disdain for each other morphs 
into a most unexpected love 
affair. But, as their relation-
ship evolves, their love for 
each other must overcome 
their fear of being accepted 
by their families and the gen-
eral public. (Prime Video)

“Heart of Stone” (PG-13) 
-- “Wonder Woman” Gal 
Gadot is back in another 
crime-fighting role. This 
time, she plays agent Rachel 
Stone, a spy in an organization 
called Charter that abides by 
strict rules -- no friends, no 
relationships, no political 
leanings. Rachel is tasked 
with protecting an object that 
is considered “The Heart” of 
the agency, their most pow-
erful tool. But when the tool 
gets stolen by enemy forces, 
Rachel must lead the Charter 

team to regain The Heart be-
fore disastrous events strike 
the world. The developers of 
“Heart of Stone” envisioned 
this film to be a start of a 
franchise similar to the block-
buster “Mission: Impossible” 
movies, but it remains to be 
seen if this film has enough 
legs to pull off the success 
Netflix desires. Out on Aug. 
11. (Netflix)

“Strange Planet” (TV-PG) 
-- Nathan W. Pyle’s webcomic 
“Strange Planet” has been 
brought to life as a sci-fi come-
dy TV series! The adorable blue 
beings featured in the comic 
generated a huge fan base, with 
6.6 million followers on Ins-
tagram, which propelled Pyle 
to eventually create a couple 
of graphic novels that became 
New York Times bestsellers. 
So, it only makes sense that a 
show was somewhere in the 
works all this time. Throughout 
the 10-episode season, viewers 
can follow these blue beings 
around their cotton-candy 
home world and enjoy the 
experiences that aren’t too 
far off from our own here on 
Earth. Premieres on Aug. 9. 
(AppleTV+)

Brought to you each week by
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

Up to your knees in algae and muck?

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
Sr. Vice President, 
Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING • ELECTRIC

IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING ELECTRIC
INDOOR AIR QUALITY WATER CONDITIONING

DUCT CLEANING + SEALING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM 815-539-3828
SM-LA1817740

Gabe and Michelle Wade
3rd Generation owners

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

MUFFLERS & BRAKES

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

FARM SERVICES/PLOWING

Call or E-mail Matt for Prices 
815-739-1994 or  

m.schoenholz81@gmail.com

Custom Hay Baling, 
Mowing, Raking

Hay, Straw,  
Snow Plowing

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

Call us today for 
a free quote for 
Home Owners, 

Renters,  
Property, Farm 

or Farmette  
Insurance policy.
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LOCAL AND AREA

Researchers from Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 
are seeking participants living in Grundy, Kendall, Will, or 
LaSalle County for a 2.5-hour focus group. You will receive a 
$75 Visa gift card, and food will be served. We will discuss 
perceptions of the Dresden nuclear power plant and on-site 
nuclear waste storage. You need not be familiar with nuclear 
energy to participate. This research does not relate to any 
changes in nuclear facilities in your area. Focus groups will 
be held Aug 21 & 22 from 5:30-8pm at the Holiday Inn 
in Morris and Aug 23 & 24 from 1-3:30pm at the Morris 
Public Library. You must be 18 or older and register in 
advance to attend. 

Participants Needed!

You can register using the QR 
code, or by emailing  
STAKEHOLDER.RESEARCH@PNNL.GOV  
or calling  
509-375-6462.

07262023

• Same great content
• Identical in format to paper edition–
Flip each page with a single click!

• Searchable, portable, convenient
• News when you want it–
eEdition is available sooner than home delivery!

• Back issues available

Your News, Your Way
Try the eEdition online at

www.mendotareporter.com

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Worried about losing 
their life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 217-726-0176
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 30 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

I did it all wrong for 
years. And I was misera-
ble! I’m talking about my 
attitude and my stinkin’ 
thinkin’ that was focused 
on the thought “What 
about me?!” And it came 
out in my behavior: If I 
didn’t get my way all the 
time, I tried to control 
other people through my 
temper. 

I honestly didn’t know 
what my problem was 
until God spoke to my 
heart one day and said, 
“You’re selfish. You’ve 
studied My Word about 
spiritual warfare, prosper-
ity, healing, having power 
and authority as a believer 
in Christ…but how much 
time have you studied 
about My love?”

That was the beginning 
of discovering that I would 
never be happy and have 
peace until I learned to 
love like Jesus loves.

One of the first messag-
es God put on my heart 
to teach was titled “Tell 
Them I Love Them.” At 
first, I didn’t want to do it. 
I thought, People already 
know You love them, 
God. I want to teach a re-
ally powerful message…
something they haven’t 

How you can have the best relationships 
heard before. But God 
showed me that if people 
really knew He loved them 
and what that means, then 
they would live much 
differently than they do.

See, when we know and 
experience God’s love, we 
can share it with others. 
Imagine what the world 
would be like if everyone 
who calls themselves a 
Christian would really 
love each other with His 
love. Think about it. There 
would be no gossip, no 
judgment or criticism, no 
exclusive attitudes that 
make others feel rejected, 
and people’s needs would 
be met much more than 
they are. 

Thankfully, Jesus gave 
us very real, practical 
examples of how we can 
love the way God loves us.

Loving Others 
“to the Highest Degree”

John 13:1 says Jesus 
“loved them to the last 
and to the highest degree” 
(AMP). In the following 
verses, He demonstrates 
what it means to love 
others like this. And it 
shocked the disciples. 

In those days, there 
were servants who washed 
people’s feet when they 

came to visit. It’s likely 
they were considered the 
lowliest servants in the 
household. Now Jesus, 
the Son of God Himself, 
got up from supper, took 
the servant’s towel, and 
proceeded to wash the dis-
ciples’ feet. His message 
to them was to love one 
another by being a servant, 
because God wants His 
love to flow through us and 
touch other people’s lives.

Love is not just a 
feeling or a theory; it’s 
a decision we make and 
an action we take. It’s so 
important for us to study 
what the Bible teaches 
about God’s love so we 
can learn to love like Je-
sus. And we have to pray 
for God to help us learn 
how to walk in love—to 
be a servant who “washes 
feet” by helping others.

Washing Others’ Feet
Matthew 7:12 (NIV) 

says, “So in everything, 
do to others what you 
would have them do to 
you….” This is so critical 
because if we want to have 
meaningful relationships 
with others, then we need 
to invest in their lives by 
giving them support, en-
couraging them, helping to 

meet their needs—serving 
them as we’re able to do it. 

It’s easy to help people 
you like or those you want 
to impress. But when it 
comes to doing something 
for someone you don’t 
know or someone you 
don’t have a natural inter-
est in, it can be a different 
story. And sometimes we 
don’t feel like serving 
our family. I know from 
personal experience that 
people can be willing to 
help others at church or 
work, but they aren’t will-
ing to do the same things 
for their family.

I’ve learned that what I 
do in front of people pub-
licly won’t really mean 
anything if I’m not living 
a life that pleases God 
at home, too. I thought I 
would die of frustration 
before I finally got this, 
so I know it’s not easy. 
We have to realize we’re 
naturally selfish, and we 
must make a conscious 

decision to think of others 
on purpose or we’ll miss 
many opportunities to 
serve them.

I want to encourage 
you to read John 13 and 
pay close attention to 
what Jesus did and what 
He said. Spend some time 
studying scriptures about 
God’s love and pray for 
Him to show you ways 
you can serve the people 
in your life. See how many 
creative ways God puts in 
your heart to “wash feet.” 
You’ll probably find it’s 
easier and more simple 
than you thought it would 
be to help make someone’s 
life better. 

God wants us to have 
success and enjoy our 
lives. The secret to having 
this life is to die to self, 
get over being the center 
of your world, and begin 
to focus on looking for 
someone who needs your 
help every day. When you 
do this, you’ll become 

more satisfied, content, 
peaceful and happy than 
you’ve ever been!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-part 
teaching resource En-
joying Successful Rela-
tionships. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling au-
thor and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. 
She has authored more 
than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and OVERCOM-
ING EVERY PROB-
LEM (FaithWords). She 
hosts the Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  
 

Aug. 12 - Bridal shower in Welker Hall
Aug. 13 - 9 a.m. Coffee fellowship in 

Welker Hall; 9:30 a.m. Worship
Aug. 16 - Pastor out of office; 9 a.m.-3 

p.m. L.E.A.S.E. preschool screenings

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Vicar Anthony Windau
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person

and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Aug. 10 - 6:30 p.m. Webelos
Aug. 13 - 9 a.m. Second Sunday 

breakfast; 10 a.m. Worship; 
11 a.m. Fellowship

Preacher: David Spaulding
 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”

1. Is the book of Miriam (KJV) in the 
Old or New Testament or neither?
2. Which book may be summarized 
as “Bad times do not change the 
nature of God”? Judges, Job, 
Jeremiah, Jonah
3. From 2 Chronicles 9:11, what 
are psalteries for singers? Robes, 
Stringed instruments, Lyrics, 
Abodes
4. In Revelation 6, what’s the name 
of the fourth horseman? Death, 
Power, Brimstone, Terror
5. From Ecclesiastes 3, there is a 
time to break down and a time to? 
Plow, Climb, Rejoice, Build up
6. Which of these was Abraham’s 
wife? Rebekah, Martha, Sarah, 
Michal
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Job, 3) 
Stringed instruments, 4) Death, 5) 
Build up, 6) Sarah
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 
that on August 28, 2023 
at 9:00 am, a sale will 
be held at 312 California 
Avenue  Lot 11, Ogles-
by, IL. 61348 to sell the 
following mobile home 
to enforce a mechanics 
lien in the amount of 
$2,066.00 pursuant to 
chapter 770ILCS 45/1 
and 770ILCS 90/1. Last 
known owner Sylvia 
Sarver 1976 Skyline Vin 
#01310326J. The sale 
will be held 30 days 
from the date of this 
publication. The Oaks 
Mobile Home Park.
No. 0710
(July 26, Aug. 2 and 9, 
2023)

NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE OF 
TIMESHARE ESTATE 
OR ESTATES UNDER 
SECTION 10-50 OF 
THE ILLINOIS REAL 

ESTATE TIMESHARE 
ACT OF 1999

By virtue of the time-
share instrument of the 
Fox River Resort, 2558 
N. 3653 Road, Sheri-
dan, Illinois 60551 and 
770 ILCS 103/1-15 et.  
seq. establishing man-
aging entity liens for 
failure to pay assess-
ments and other costs 
on the timeshare es-
tates held by the own-
ers of the timeshare 
estates listed below, 
and for the purpose of 
foreclosing, the same 
will be sold at public 
auction starting at 11 
o’clock a.m. on August 
22, 2023, at the east 
entrance of Etna Road 
Government Complex, 
707 Etna Road, Otta-
wa, IL 61350.
Each timeshare es-
tate is a 1.923% and/
or 0.9615% undivided 
interest (each, a “Unit”) 
as tenant-in-common at 
Fox River Resort, a va-
cation ownership proj-
ect in LaSalle County, 
Illinois, as per the re-
corded plat(s) thereof 
and according to the 
Amended and Restated 
Declaration of Restric-
tions, Covenants and 
Conditions recorded 
under File No. R2000 
31258 and any Sup-
plemental Declarations 
recorded in the Of-
fice of the Recorder of 
Deeds, LaSalle County, 
Illinois, as supplement-
ed and amended from 
time to time (the “Dec-
laration”), together with 
the exclusive right to 
occupy the Unit during 
the designated Use Pe-
riod Number(s), as said 
Use Period is defined in 
the Declaration, upon 
and subject to all of the 
terms, restrictions, cov-
enants, conditions and 
provisions in the Dec-
laration.
K A R E N 
BOURNE-DOUGLAS, 
2431 W GLADYS AVE, 
CHICAGO, IL 60612, 
according to the Deed 
dated August 30, 2014, 
and recorded under File 
No. 2014 17727, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
September 17, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0135O, Use Period 
Number(s) 49, Phase 2
MARIA DELAGAR-
ZA AND KARLTON 
SAYLES, 4712 SHU-
MARD DR, KILLEEN, 
TX 76542, according 
to the Deed dated April 
21, 2012, and recorded 
under File No. R2012 
09834, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 08, 2012, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0037E, Use Period 
Number(s) 04, Phase 1
MARQUAS ELLIS AND 
LEANNAH OLSON, 
4253 RUFE SNOW 
DR APT 1022, NORTH 

RICHLAND HILLS, TX 
76180, according to the 
Deed dated November 
05, 2011, and recorded 
under File No. R2011 
24178, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on November 23, 
2011, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0093E, Use 
Period Number(s) 13, 
Phase 2
MARQUAS ELLIS AND 
LEANNAH OLSON, 
804 PARK VISTA DR, 
JUSTIN, TX 76247, 
according to the Deed 
dated November 05, 
2011, and recorded 
under File No. R2011 
24178, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on November 23, 
2011, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0093E, Use 
Period Number(s) 13, 
Phase 2
RHONDA LEWIS, 
OLGA LEWIS, RON-
ALD LEWIS JR, WIL-
LIAM BARNES AND 
ROMANA LEWIS, 
4712 W ADAMS ST 
APT 1, CHICAGO, IL 
60644, according to 
the Deed dated May 
24, 2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
10887, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 10, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0124O, Use Period 
Number(s) 27, Phase 2
RHONDA LEWIS, 
OLGA LEWIS, RON-
ALD LEWIS JR, WIL-
LIAM BARNES AND 
ROMANA LEWIS, 9407 
CHESTNUT AVE APT 
5, FRANKLIN PARK, 
IL 60131, according to 
the Deed dated May 
24, 2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
10887, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 10, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0124O, Use Period 
Number(s) 27, Phase 2
RHONDA LEWIS, 
OLGA LEWIS, RON-
ALD LEWIS JR, WIL-
LIAM BARNES AND 
ROMANA LEWIS, 5910 
S KING DR APT 3, 
CHICAGO, IL 60637, 
according to the Deed 
dated May 24, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 10887, 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 10, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0124O, Use Period 
Number(s) 27, Phase 2
RHONDA LEWIS, 
OLGA LEWIS, RON-
ALD LEWIS JR, WIL-
LIAM BARNES AND 
ROMANA LEWIS, 
4712 W ADAMS ST 
APT 2, CHICAGO, IL 
60644, according to 
the Deed dated May 
24, 2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
10887, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 10, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0124O, Use Period 
Number(s) 27, Phase 2
JAYESH PATEL AND 
JAYSHRI J PATEL, 
2339 HAMILTON PL, 
SCHAUMBURG, IL 
60194, according to 
the Deed dated May 
19, 2012, and recorded 
under File No. R2012 
12209, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 07, 2012, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0374, Use Period 

Number(s) 31, Phase 3
JAYESH PATEL AND 
JAYSHRI J PATEL, 
3044 SHEPARD RD, 
NORMAL, IL 61761, 
according to the Deed 
dated May 19, 2012, 
and recorded under 
File No. R2012 12209, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 07, 2012, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0374, Use Period 
Number(s) 31, Phase 3
JOHN D WINDMILL-
ER AND ANY UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OR 
BENEFICIARIES, 3001 
VALERIE DR, CHAM-
PAIGN, IL 61822, ac-
cording to the Deed 
dated March 14, 2003, 
and recorded under 
File No. R2003 10319, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on April 02, 2003, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0163O, Use Period 
Number(s) 30, Phase 
TERMS OF SALE:  At 
the time and location 
noted above, the time-
share estates listed 
above will be sold at 
public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash.  
The timeshare estates 
will be sold in individu-
al lots unless there are 
no individual bidders, in 
which case, they may 
be sold as a group.  In 
the event the manag-
ing entity lienholder or 
its authorized agent is 
the purchaser of one or 
more of the timeshare 
estates, the manag-
ing entity lienholder or 
its authorized agent 
may offset against the 
purchase price of the 
timeshare estate(s) an 
amount equal to all or 
a portion of the amount 
due under the manag-
ing entity lien(s) (and 
thus, credit bid).
Other terms may be an-
nounced at the public 
auction.
Fox River Resort Club, 
An Illinois Not-for-profit 
Corporation
By Deborah A. Quirk
Its: Attorney-In-Fact
Explanation 
NOTICE OF SALE OF 
TIMESHARE ESTATE 
OR ESTATES UNDER 
SECTION 10-50 OF 
THE ILLINOIS REAL 
ESTATE TIMESHARE 
ACT OF 1999
By virtue of 770 ILCS 
103/10-15 et. seq and 
in execution of certain 
mortgages on the time-
share estates given 
by the owners of the 
timeshare estates set 
forth below for breach 
of the conditions of said 
mortgages and for the 
purpose of foreclosing, 
the same will be sold 
at public auction start-
ing at 11 o’clock a.m. 
on August 22, 2023, 
at the east entrance 
of Etna Road Govern-
ment Complex, 707 
Etna Road, Ottawa, IL 
61350, being all and 
singular the premises 
described in said mort-
gages.
Each timeshare es-
tate is a 1.923% and/
or 0.9615% undivided 
interest (each, a “Unit”) 
as tenant-in-common at 
Fox River Resort, a va-
cation ownership proj-
ect in LaSalle County, 
Illinois, as per the re-
corded plat(s) thereof 
and according to the 
Amended and Restated 
Declaration of Restric-
tions, Covenants and 
Conditions recorded 
under File No. R2000-
31258 and any Sup-
plemental Declarations 
recorded in the Office 
of the Recorder of 
Deeds, LaSalle County, 
Illinois, as supplement-
ed and amended from 
time to time (the “Dec-
laration”), together with 
the exclusive right to 
occupy the Unit during 
the designated Use Pe-
riod Number(s), as said 

Use Period is defined in 
the Declaration, upon 
and subject to all of the 
terms, restrictions, cov-
enants, conditions and 
provisions in the Dec-
laration. 
JOSE BELVIS, 
LOURDES VAZQUEZ 
AND LILIANA GUTIER-
REZ, 5 RES VILLA DEL 
CARIBE, PONCE, PR 
00728, according to the 
Mortgage dated August 
02, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
18531, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 20, 
2013, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0079O, Use 
Period Number(s) 37, 
Phase 2  
JOSE BELVIS, 
LOURDES VAZQUEZ 
AND LILIANA GUTI-
ERREZ, 5544 S NEVA 
AVE, CHICAGO, IL 
60638, according to the 
Mortgage dated August 
02, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
18531, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 20, 
2013, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0079O, Use 
Period Number(s) 37, 
Phase 2
JOSE BELVIS, 
LOURDES VAZQUEZ 
AND LILIANA GUTIER-
REZ, 5920 W 55TH ST 
APT 104, CHICAGO, IL 
60638, according to the 
Mortgage dated August 
02, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
18531, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 20, 
2013, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0079O, Use 
Period Number(s) 37, 
Phase 2
PATRICIA COOPER 
AND JOSEPH J COO-
PER, 8232 S PEORIA 
ST APT 2, CHICAGO, IL 
60620, according to the 
Mortgage dated April 
27, 2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
09237, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 20, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0415, Use Period 
Number(s) 19, Phase 7
JOYCE EVANS-CUR-
TIS AND JOYCE EV-
ANS, 13314 S KED-
VALE AVE, ROBBINS, 
IL 60472, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
June 11, 2015 and re-
corded under File No. 
2015 12185, in the Of-
fice of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSalle 
County, Illinois, on June 
30, 2015, are the own-
ers of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly de-
scribed as Unit No. 
0095, Use Period Num-
ber(s) 31, Phase 2
JOYCE EVANS-CUR-
TIS AND JOYCE EV-
ANS, 3300 HUDSON-
WOOD DR APT 1117, 
DENTON, TX 76208, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated June 11, 
2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
12185, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 30, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0095, Use Period 
Number(s) 31, Phase 2
JENNIFER PESAV-
ENTO AND RAPHAEL 
JEFFRIE SR, 1126 
KAREN DR, JOLIET, IL 
60431, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
05, 2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
11751, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 25, 2014, 
are the owners of the 

timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0011, Use Period 
Number(s) 28, Phase 1
JENNIFER PESAV-
ENTO AND RAPHA-
EL JEFFRIE SR, 125 
SAINT JOSEPH AVE, 
JOLIET, IL 60436, ac-
cording to the Mort-
gage dated June 05, 
2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
11751, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 25, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0011, Use Period 
Number(s) 28, Phase 1
TERMS OF SALE:  
At the time and loca-
tion noted above, the 
timeshare estates list-
ed above will be sold 
at public auction to 
the highest bidder for 
cash.  The timeshare 
estates will be sold in 
individual lots unless 
there are no individual 
bidders, in which case, 
they may be sold as 
a group.  In the event 
the holder of the mort-
gages or its authorized 
agent is the purchaser 
of one or more of the 
timeshare estates, the 
holder of the mortgages 
or its authorized agent 
may offset against the 
purchase price of the 
timeshare estate(s) 
an amount equal to 
all or a portion of the 
amount due under the 
mortgage(s) (and thus, 
credit bid).
Other terms may be an-
nounced at the public 
auction.
Silverleaf Resorts, LLC, 
A Texas Limited Liability 
Company   
By Deborah A. Quirk
Its:  Agent
No. 0801
(Aug. 2, 9 and 16, 2023)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on June 28, 
2023 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and 
post-office addresses 
of all persons owning, 
conducting and trans-
acting the business 
known as Eagle Clean-
ing Service located at 
4053 E. 050th Road, 
Mendota  IL. 61342.
Dated: June 28, 2023. 
Yesenia Romero Sa-
mano Applicant.
No. 0802
(Aug. 2, 9 and 16, 2023)

NOTICE
TO:
LYNDA RIGHTEN-
BURG,
OCCUPANT,
MARK WILEY,
PARTIES IN OCCU-
PANCY OR ACTUAL 
POSSESSION OF 
SAID PROPERTY; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PERSONS INTER-
ESTED IN SAID LAND 
OR LOT.
LASALLE COUNTY 
CLERK
TAX DEED NO.  
2023TX000032  
FILED     6/7/2023 
TAKE NOTICE
County of Lasalle, State 
of Illinois
Date Premises Sold    
3/3/2021    
Certificate No.           
202000038  
Sold for General Taxes 
of (year) 2019                      
Sold for Special As-
sessment of N/A  
(municipality) and Spe-
cial Assessment Num-
ber N/A
Warrant No. N/A  
Inst. No.  N/A  
THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR DE-
LINQUENT TAXES 
Property located at 895 
N.40TH RD., MENDO-
TA, IL   
Legal Description or 
Property Index No.  07-
09-403-000
This notice is to ad-
vise you that the above 
property has been sold 
for delinquent taxes 
and that the period 
of redemption from 

the sale will expire on   
11/21/2023  .
The amount to redeem 
is subject to increase 
at 6 month intervals 
from the date of sale 
and may be further 
increased if the pur-
chaser at the tax sale 
or his or her assignee 
pays any subsequently 
accruing taxes or spe-
cial assessments to re-
deem the property from 
subsequent forfeitures 
or tax sales. Check with 
the county clerk as to 
the exact amount you 
owe before redeeming:
This notice is also to 
advise you that a peti-
tion has been filed for 
a tax deed which will 
transfer title and the 
right to possession of 
this property if redemp-
tion is not made on or 
before 11/21/2023.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of this County 
in OTTAWA, Illinois, 
on 12/20/2023 in the 
Circuit Court of this 
County, LaSalle Coun-
ty Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison St., Ottawa 
IL 61350, Courtroom 
300 at 9:45 A.M. or 
Via Zoom @LASAL-
L E C O U N T Y. C O M /
COURTROOM-LIVE-
STREAM
You may be present at 
this hearing but your 
right to redeem will al-
ready have expired at 
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO 
REDEEM IMMEDI-
ATELY TO PREVENT 
LOSS OF PROPERTY
Redemption can be 
made at any time on or 
before 11/21/2023 by 
applying to the County 
Clerk of Lasalle Coun-
ty, Illinois at the Office 
of the County Clerk in 
OTTAWA, Illinois.
For further information 
contact the County 
Clerk. Lasalle County 
Clerk
707 E. ETNA RD.
OTTAWA, IL 61350
(815) 434-8311
CENTRAL BUYER 
CORP.
PURCHASER or 
ASSIGNEE
Dated 06/13/2023
No. 0803
(Aug. 2, 9 and 16, 2023)

NOTICE
TO:
DANIEL SAMPSON,
ILLINOIS HORSE 
PARK FOUNDATION 
NFP,
OCCUPANT,
DANIEL SAMPSON, 
AS R/A FOR ILLINOIS 
HORSE PARK FOUN-
DATION NFP,
PARTIES IN OCCU-
PANCY OR ACTUAL 
POSSESSION OF 
SAID PROPERTY;
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PERSONS INTER-
ESTED IN SAID LAND 
OR LOT.
LASALLE COUNTY 
CLERK
TAX DEED NO.  
2023TX000033  
FILED     6/7/2023 
TAKE NOTICE
County of Lasalle, State 
of Illinois
Date Premises Sold    
3/3/2021    
Certificate No.           
202000046  
Sold for General Taxes 
of (year) 2019                      
Sold for Special As-
sessment of  N/A  
(municipality)
and Special Assess-
ment Number N/A
Warrant No. N/A  
Inst. No. N/A  
THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR DE-
LINQUENT TAXES 
Property located at 
3902 E. 752ND RD., 
TRIUMPH, IL 
Legal Description or 
Property Index No.  07-
17-405-011    
This notice is to ad-
vise you that the above 
property has been sold 
for delinquent taxes 
and that the period 
of redemption from 
the sale will expire on   
11/21/2023  .
The amount to redeem 
is subject to increase 
at 6 month intervals 
from the date of sale 

and may be further 
increased if the pur-
chaser at the tax sale 
or his or her assignee 
pays any subsequently 
accruing taxes or spe-
cial assessments to re-
deem the property from 
subsequent forfeitures 
or tax sales. Check with 
the county clerk as to 
the exact amount you 
owe before redeeming:
This notice is also to 
advise you that a peti-
tion has been filed for 
a tax deed which will 
transfer title and the 
right to possession of 
this property if redemp-
tion is not made on or 
before 11/21/2023.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of this County 
in OTTAWA, Illinois, 
on 12/13/2023 in the 
Circuit Court of this 
County, LaSalle Coun-
ty Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison St., Ottawa 
IL 61350, Courtroom 
305 at 9:00 A.M. or 
Via Zoom @LASAL-
L E C O U N T Y. C O M /
COURTROOM-LIVE-
STREAM
You may be present at 
this hearing but your 
right to redeem will al-
ready have expired at 
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO 
REDEEM IMMEDI-
ATELY TO PREVENT 
LOSS OF PROPERTY
Redemption can be 
made at any time on or 
before 11/21/2023 by 
applying to the County 
Clerk of Lasalle Coun-
ty, Illinois at the Office 
of the County Clerk in 
OTTAWA, Illinois.
For further information 
contact the County 
Clerk.
Lasalle County Clerk
707 E. ETNA RD.
OTTAWA, IL 61350
(815) 434-8311
CENTRAL BUYER 
CORP.
PURCHASER or 
ASSIGNEE
Dated 06/13/2023
No. 0804
(Aug. 2, 9 and 16, 2023)

NOTICE
TO:
PATRICK M. DOOLEY,
SCOTT STEVEN ED-
WARDS, AS R/A FOR 
COLLECTION PRO-
FESSIONALS, INC.,
OCCUPANT,
KIMBERLY M. ESPI-
NOZA A/K/A KIM M. 
ESPINOZA,
PARKER ESPINOZA,
COLLECTION PRO-
FESSIONALS, INC.,
ALPHONSO COLLINS,
CIERRA ESPINOZA,
PARTIES IN OCCU-
PANCY OR ACTUAL 
POSSESSION OF 
SAID PROPERTY;
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PERSONS INTER-
ESTED IN SAID LAND 
OR LOT.
LASALLE COUNTY 
CLERK
TAX DEED NO.  
2023TX000034  
FILED     6/7/2023  
TAKE NOTICE
County of Lasalle, State 
of Illinois
Date Premises Sold    
3/3/2021    
Certificate No.           
202000150  
Sold for General Taxes 
of (year)  2019                      
Sold for Special As-
sessment of  
N/A  
(municipality)
and Special Assess-
ment Number    
N/A
Warrant No. N/A  
Inst. No. N/A  
THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR DE-
LINQUENT TAXES 
Property located at 
302 HAYDEN AVE., 
OGLESBY, IL  
Legal Description or 
Property Index No.  18-
25-312-005
This notice is to ad-
vise you that the above 
property has been sold 
for delinquent taxes 
and that the period 
of redemption from 
the sale will expire on   
11/21/2023  .
The amount to redeem 
is subject to increase 
at 6 month intervals 

from the date of sale 
and may be further 
increased if the pur-
chaser at the tax sale 
or his or her assignee 
pays any subsequently 
accruing taxes or spe-
cial assessments to re-
deem the property from 
subsequent forfeitures 
or tax sales. Check with 
the county clerk as to 
the exact amount you 
owe before redeeming:
This notice is also to 
advise you that a peti-
tion has been filed for 
a tax deed which will 
transfer title and the 
right to possession of 
this property if redemp-
tion is not made on or 
before 11/21/2023.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of this County 
in OTTAWA, Illinois, 
on 12/20/2023 in the 
Circuit Court of this 
County, LaSalle Coun-
ty Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison St., Ottawa 
IL 61350, Courtroom 
204 at 10:00 A.M. or 
Via Zoom @LASAL-
L E C O U N T Y. C O M /
COURTROOM-LIVE-
STREAM
You may be present at 
this hearing but your 
right to redeem will al-
ready have expired at 
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO 
REDEEM IMMEDI-
ATELY TO PREVENT 
LOSS OF PROPERTY
Redemption can be 
made at any time on or 
before 11/21/2023 by 
applying to the County 
Clerk of Lasalle Coun-
ty, Illinois at the Office 
of the County Clerk in 
OTTAWA, Illinois.
For further information 
contact the County 
Clerk.
Lasalle County Clerk
707 E. ETNA RD.
OTTAWA, IL 61350
(815) 434-8311
CENTRAL BUYER 
CORP.
PURCHASER or 
ASSIGNEE
Dated 06/13/2023
No. 0805
(Aug. 2, 9 and 16, 2023)

NOTICE
BINA Notice

The Mayor and the 
City Council of the City 
of Mendota, LaSal-
le County, Illinois will 
hold a public hearing 
on August 21, 2023 at 
5:30 p.m.  The hearing 
will be held in the City 
Council Chambers at 
607 Eighth Avenue, in 
the City of Mendota, 
Illinois.  The purpose 
of the hearing will be 
to receive public com-
ments on the proposal 
to sell general obli-
gation bonds in the 
amount of not to ex-
ceed $700,000 for the 
purpose of financing 
public infrastructure 
projects in and for the 
City (the “Project”) and 
paying certain costs of 
issuance of the bonds, 
all for the benefit of the 
inhabitants of the City.
By: /s/ Emily McCon-
ville  
Title:  City Clerk
No. 0806
(Aug. 9, 2023)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • LELAND

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2019 Chevy K-2500 Crew Cab, LTZ 
Diesel, 4x4 Z71, 97K Miles, Red...$50,900
2019 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab, LTZ 4x4, 
6.2, Blue.........................................$36,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 99K 
Miles, Silver....................................$28,900
2018 Chevy Equinox, AWD, Premier 
White, 108K Miles.........................$18,900

2017 Chevy Malibu LT, 73K Miles,  
Brown.............................................$15,900
2016 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 
Leather, 126K Miles, White ...........$25,900
2016 Chevy Equinox, AWD, LTZ, 4 CYL, 
Sunroof, 83K Miles........................$15,900
2014 Chevy 2500 Regular Cab LT, 4x4, 
Diesel, 168K Miles, Black..............$19,900

2020 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4x4, 
Z71, 47K Miles, Maroon..............$43,900

2019 Chevy Trax, LT AWD, 55K Miles,  
Black............................................$19,500

2020 Chevy 1500 4x4 LTZ, Z71, GM Certified, Loaded with Leather, Heated 
and Cooled Seats, Maroon, 47K Miles and More!

2020 Chevy 1500 4x4 LTZ Z71

$43,900

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn Care 
and Tree Work. Mowing, 
bushes, spring clean 
up, weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
d ickharms@hotmail.
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

509   509   
HOUSE FOR RENTHOUSE FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT: 
Three bedroom house 
near Franklin Grove, 
no pets. Call 815-456-
2453. (08-13-23)

Looking to Buy, 
Looking to Buy, Sell, Trade 

Sell, Trade Sports Cards & 
Sports Cards & Memorabilia.
Memorabilia.

Call 815-488-8361

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

Free Kittens to give 
away to good homes.
Very friendly & good 

mousers.
Call Mike at 

815-993-2234

309 309 
PETS & SUPPLIESPETS & SUPPLIES

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

05
15

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:
30x40 $320
20X40 $380

10X20 $135
20X20 $195

10X10 $100

Call

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Mendota
MULTIPLE 

Garages for Rent
815-539-3747

515 515 
GARAGES FOR RENTGARAGES FOR RENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURE HOME

FREE MARKET 
ANALYSIS

WE CAN LET YOU KNOW WE CAN LET YOU KNOW 
THE MARKET VALUE  THE MARKET VALUE  

OF YOUR HOME.OF YOUR HOME.

JOE MCCONVILLE                  815-910-5673
SHARON KIMREY                  815-343-3600
MARTY MCCONVILLE            815-200-2233
MELODY NANZER                   815-228-2842

ENJOY YOUR 
WEEKEND 

AT MENDOTA 
SWEETCORN 

FESTIVAL!

SPLASH SPLASH 
INTO INTO 

A NEW A NEW 
HOME! HOME! 

WANTING WANTING 
TO BUILD TO BUILD 

A NEW A NEW 
HOME?  HOME?  

WE HAVE WE HAVE 
SOME SOME 
GREAT GREAT 

LOTS FOR LOTS FOR 
SALE!SALE!

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-92555
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751
Lori Munson 815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233

Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

1316 Lakewood Plaza 
Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker
Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker

Marcia Kosowski, Broker
815-582-2381

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

Lisa Maher, Broker
773-459-5472

815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 S. Main St., Mendota

815-539-5673

4443 E.1309th Rd., Earlville, IL $299,000.00 
MLS# 11815067 - Lovely area to live in! This ranch home is looking for new owners.  Large living room 
that has a lovely massive fireplace. 3 bedroom with a shared bath for the bedrooms. A mudroom off 
the attached garage with a convenient 1/2 bath just inside. 2 attached garage and a 24 x 21 shed off 
the side for all of your toys. Could be a mancave or she shed.  Full basement that has been finished.  
Although home needs some TLC you can re-decorate to your specs.  Call McConville Realty for a 
showing.

101 N Pennsylvania Ave., 
Sublette 
$375,000

Calling all Investors! One of a kind- Turn 
key! Located on a busy highway! This is 
a restaurant/bar with Pizza delivery and 
eat in dining. Seating is 41 with bar. 
On site parking with parking across the 
road. This property is near WoodHaven 
Lakes and four other camp grounds near 
bye. Fenced in area with 2 picnic tables 
for entertaining, 2 bathrooms, storage 
above bar, A cash register, pizza oven, 
42” charbroiled, 2 burner top gas stove 
top, 3 door commercial refrigerator, 1 
freezer, 1- 3 door freezer, 3 upright-
freezers, 2 chest freezers, all utensil, 
pots and pans, dishes, silverware, plates, 
beer, wine and water glasses, 6 tables, 
24 chairs, 17 bar stools, 2 high chairs, 3 
TVs, 1 in game room has no sound, salt 
& pepper shakers, ketchup containers, 2 
microwaves, and signage are included 
in the price. (Liquor inventory left will be 
sold at closing separate). Owner is willing 
to consult for 30 days to insure a smooth 
transition for the new owner, leave the 
same phone number and share recipes. 
Ask agent to See items not staying. Call 
today for your personal showing.

10 N US HWY 34, MENDOTA
Great Business Opportunity! Sip n Snack 
has been in Business for 50 years! Awesome 
location with lots of traffic and close to 
Mendota golf course. So many opportunities 
with this restaurant/bar.

EVER DREAMED  
OF OWNING A 
RESTAURANT?  

CHECK OUT THESE  
LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES!

NEW LISTING!

1011 5th Ave., 
Mendota

Light filled 3 BDR, 1.5 Ba’s, 
brick Victorian with eat in 
kitchen

401 12th Ave., 
Mendota

NEW
LISTING!

29217 Old Chicago 
Rd., LaMoille

PENDING

1211 Indiana Ave., 
Mendota

REDUCED
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