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Lions Drawdown 
winners named
The Oregon Lions Club 
recently announced the 
winners of its drawdown 
event. Page 9
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• Marjorie E. Collins
• Rodney ‘Rod’ P. Daniels
• Joan (Peggy) L. Janssen
• Linda Kay (McNeil) Fultz 
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

R O C H E L L E  — 
On Sept. 15, a ribbon 
cutting ceremony was 
held for Barrio Agave, 
a new Mexican restau-
rant at 1310 N. 7th St. 
The restaurant officially 
opened Sept. 15 and 
is open 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 10 a.m. 
to midnight Fridays and 
Saturdays. 

Barrio Agave Owner 
Jennifer Gonzalez said 
Sept. 15 that she and 
her family are from Ro-
chelle and they have been 
working for the past year 
to open the restaurant’s 
doors. 

See BARRIO page 10

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — At the 
monthly meeting Tuesday 
of the Ogle County Board, 
Chairman John Finfrock 
said the county received 
official notification Tues-
day from the Property Tax 
Appeal Board that it is no 
longer liable for $17.3 
million worth of taxes fol-
lowing an agreement with 
Exelon/Constellation and 
the Byron Nuclear Plant 
regarding real property tax 
assessment that it approved 
unanimously in June.

“That was good news,” 
Finfrock said. “So now 
we start fresh with Con-
stellation. We passed that 
agreement with them and 
that was a really big step. I 
thank the people that were 
on that committee and 
worked to do that.”

The agreement made the 
plant’s equalized assessed 
valuation $500 million for 
the years of 2022-2027. 
Back in June, Finfrock 
called the agreement “good 

Ogle County no longer liable for $17.3 
million after Constellation agreement

2024 holiday schedule approved during County Board meeting

Oregon High School Homecoming Court named
Oregon High School recently held its Homecoming coronation ceremony on the school’s front lawn on 

Wednesday, Sept. 13. Homecoming marshals were Dr. & Mrs. Mahoney. Freshmen representatives were 
Quinn Plescia & Shaylee Davis. Sophomore representatives were Nole Campos & Aniyah Sarvet. Junior 
representatives were Briggs Sellers & Sonya Plescia. Senior Prince/Princess were Cooper Alderks & Lexi 

Ebert. Homecoming King & Queen were Leo Cardenas & Alyssa Leary.

At the monthly meeting Tuesday of the Ogle County Board, Chairman John Finfrock said the county received 
official notification Tuesday from the Property Tax Appeal Board that it is no longer liable for $17.3 million 
worth of taxes following an agreement with Exelon/Constellation and the Byron Nuclear Plant regarding real 
property tax assessment that it approved unanimously in June.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

for all of the taxing bodies 
in the county.” The county 
liability for $17.3 million 
was from 2012 on.

Finfrock said back in 
June that after the sixth 
year, it’s expected that 
Exelon will possibly add 

more to its current station, 
at which point the county 
and taxing bodies could 
then renegotiate and pos-

sibly increase the taxing 
dollars after that.

See COUNTY pg 6

Barrio Agave 
now open in 
Rochelle

Polo HS football 
bounces back
The Polo High School varsity 
football team recovered from a 
tough first loss. Section B
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SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

100th  
Birthday 
Carol Shempert, 
mother, grandmother, 
and great-
grandmother, will 
celebrate her 100th 
Birthday on October 
1st. She lived in or 
around Rochelle for 

over 80 years before recently moving to Texas 
to live with her son and family. Since she 
would like to hear from her many friends she 
has made over the years, it would mean a lot 
to her if you sent a birthday card or note to:
 Carol Shempert
 4404 Secluded Hollow
 Austin, TX, 78727

09202023

Ogle/Lee Retired Teachers meet at Stronghold
The Ogle/Lee Retired Teacher Membership Meeting was held on Wednesday, Sept. 13 at Stronghold Camp 
and Retreat Center in Oregon. The retired teachers enjoyed a delicious lunch served by Stronghold’s staff. 

Following lunch, Dr. Danny Pierce, executive director of Stronghold Center, presented a program on the 
history of Stronghold. From left to right: RTA Co-President and Membership Chairperson Jean Whipple, 

Pierce, retiring RTA President Kim McKenna and RTA Co-President Mary Gardner.

FREEPORT — High-
land Community College 
recently announced its 2023 
summer graduates. Grad-
uates were awarded asso-
ciate degrees, associate of 

applied science degrees or 
certificates.They included - 
Byron: Carter Conderman, 
Associate of Science and 
Forreston: Elizabeth Gable, 
Associate of Arts.

Local students graduate from 
Highland Community College

DIXON — Following 
his Second Annual Farm 
Fest Fundraiser, State Rep. 
Bradley Fritts (R-Dixon) 
released the following 
statement regarding his bid 
for re-election in Illinois 
House District 74.

“Growing up in rural 
Illinois I always heard the 
same phrase repeated to 
me. Adults telling me to 
‘grow up, get an education, 
and get out of Illinois.’ 
Well, as a fourth-gen-
eration family farmer, 
throwing in the towel and 
walking away isn’t in my 
blood. I love the state of 
Illinois and the incredible 
community we have built 
in District 74. Instead of 
walking away, I chose 
to stay here, roll up my 
sleeves, and get to work.”

“At 22 years old, I was 
the youngest representa-
tive ever elected to the Illi-
nois General Assembly. In 
my first term, I passed four 
bills through the Illinois 
House, all of which were 
local initiates brought to 
me by you, the people of 
District 74.” 

“This summer, I spent 
my time touring the district. 
I made over 38 stops on my 
summer tour, speaking 
with hundreds of district 
residents, local officials, 
job creators, nonprofit 
leaders and constituents in 
need of assistance.”

“I am proud of the work 
we have accomplished in 
my first term, but there 
is always more work to 
be done. Rural Illinois is 
feeling the effects of urban 
legislators who have con-
tinued to ignore our part of 
the state over many years. 
Crumbling infrastructure, 
lack of access to medical 
care, rising crime, and des-
perate need for economic 
development are just a few 
of the reasons why I am 
running for re-election.” 

“I am honored to serve 
my constituents by focus-
ing on real, bipartisan solu-
tions, and I look forward 
to receiving your vote on 
March 19th.”

For more information 
about State Representative 
Bradley Fritts, visit his 
website at fritts4rep.com.

State Rep. Fritts 
to seek re-election

OREGON — Illinois 
4-H volunteers empow-
er and prepare youth 
for success as the pro-
gram relies on its more 
than 6,000 volunteers to 
fill key leadership and 
mentoring roles. Carl 
Heide, DeKalb County; 
Amy Hildebrandt, Boone 
County; and Gretchen 
Johnson, Ogle County 

were recently honored 
by Illinois 4-H for their 
selfless dedication to the 
University of Illinois 
Extension 4-H youth 
development program. In 
2023, 53 individuals were 
inducted into the Illinois 
4-H Hall of Fame.  

Illinois 4-H honors and 
celebrates extraordinary 
4-H alumni, volunteers, 

and former 4-H staff. 
Those inducted have a 
track record of exem-
plary service to 4-H or 
outstanding career and 
community achievement 
and were nominated by 
county University of 
Illinois Extension staff. 
Each inductee receives 
a commemorative Hall 
of Fame medallion at 

the Illinois State Fair 
4-H Alumni & Volunteer 
Celebration events.

Heide has been a judge 
for the DeKalb County 
general projects show 
for over 32 years. He is 
known for being friendly 
and encouraging. He also 
does an exceptional job of 
talking to the 4-H mem-
bers about their projects 

and guiding and leading 
youth. Hildebrandt has 
served as a 4-H leader of 
the Manchester Maver-
icks 4-H club for nearly 
20 years. In addition, 
she served as an Illinois 
4-H chaperone to 4-H 
Club Congress. Currently 
Amy is a member of the 
Expansion and Review 
Committee and is a found-
ing member of the Boone 
County 4-H Foundation. 

Johnson has been a ded-
icated volunteer for over 
12 years. She has coached 
the horse bowl and hip-
pology team for 12 years 
and has led them to qual-
ify at state and national 
levels. Gretchen took on 
the role of managing the 
children’s farm during the 
Ogle County 4-H Fair. 
She recently joined the 
Ogle DeKalb 4-H Horse 
Committee.

Extraordinary 4-H volunteers honored including Ogle County’s Johnson
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Meat RaffleMeat Raffle
$20 per ticket 

chance to win a freezer  
full of meat 

(*2 winners - each winner will win 1 freezer full of meat)

Drawing will be Nov. 5 at the Turkey Shoot 
for information contact Andy or Linda at 815-732-2808

09252023

Guns allowed to be used - 12ga, 16ga, 20ga, 410

and Gun Raffleand Gun Raffle

2 freezers full of meat*

Aug. 28
At 1 p.m., Oregon Police 

issued Gloria J. McKenzie, 
78, Oregon, a city citation 
for dog running at large. 
This violation occurred in 
the 1,000 block of South 
2nd Street.

Aug. 29
At 3:13 p.m., Oregon 

Police issued Cassie J. 
Varney, 31, Oregon, a 
citation for operating a ve-
hicle while registration is 
suspended. This violation 
occurred near the 10th and 
Adams Street intersection.

At 9:26 p.m., Oregon 
Police arrested Edward H. 
Hendrickson, 62, Oregon, 
for driving while license 
suspended and issued a 
citation for operating an 
uninsured vehicle. Hen-
drickson was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail. 
These violations occurred 
in the 400 block of South 
2nd Street.

At 4:20 p.m., Oregon 
Police took a report of a 
hit and run where within 
the prior 24 hours, a parked 
2020 Ford belonging to 
Michele A. Holms, 53, 
Oregon, was struck by an 
unknown vehicle. If any-
one has any information 
regarding this incident, 
please contact the Oregon 
Police Department at 815-
732-2162.

Aug. 30
At 12:26 p.m., Oregon 

Police issued Lynsey L. 
Custer, 34, Polo, a citation 
for operating a motor vehi-
cle when registration sus-
pended for non-insurance. 
This violation occurred in 
the 100 block of North 3rd 
Street.

At 2:34 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Sarah K. 
Washburn, 52, Oregon, 
a citation for operating 
a motor vehicle when 
registration suspended 
for non-insurance. This 
violation occurred near 
the intersection of Wash-
ington Street and Hastings 
Avenue.

At 4:45 p.m., Oregon 
Police responded to a 
two-vehicle traffic crash 
at the intersection of West 
Washington and North 4th 
Streets involving a 2016 
Dodge driven by William 
R. Ritchey, 69, Polo, and 
a 2005 Chevrolet driven 
by Christopher L. Alaniz, 
23, Oregon. Oregon EMS 
transported Ritchey from 
the scene of the crash. 
Ritchey was issued cita-
tions for improper lane 

usage, failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident, 
and operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle.

At 11:44 p.m., Oregon 
Police took one 14-year-
old male juvenile, Mt. 
Morris, into limited custo-
dy as he was reported as a 
runaway. The juvenile was 
released into a guardian’s 
custody.

Aug. 31
At 4:05 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Dillon J. 
Jeter, 25, Oregon, a cita-
tion for speeding 72 miles 
per hour in a 40-miles per 
hour zone. This violation 
occurred in the 1,200 block 
of South Illinois Route 2.

At 12:27 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Chad E. 
Veitc, 32, Oregon, a city 
citation for violating the 
grass/weeds ordinance in 
the 200 block of Jefferson 
Street.

At 12:32 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Robert Dela 
Rosa, 32, Byron, a city 
citation for violating the 
grass/weeds ordinance at a 
residence in the 800 block 
of Adams Street.

At 7:13 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Erika R. 
Jones, 29, Dixon, citations 
for speeding 51 miles per 
hour in a 35-miles per hour 
zone and operating an unin-
sured motor vehicle. These 
violations occurred in the 
1,300 block of Pines Road. 

Sept. 2
At 10:35 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Michael A. 
Moyer, 39, of Woodridge, 
Illinois, a citation for op-
erating a vehicle with an 
expired registration. This 
violation occurred in the 
100 block of North 4th 
Street.

Sept. 3
At 12:38 p.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Nicholas 
K. Craemer, 26, Oregon, 
for improper container 
as a driver. Craemer was 
also issued citations for 
operating a vehicle with 
an expired registration and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Craemer 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail. These viola-
tions occurred in the 100 
block of West Washington 
Street.

Six parking citations 
and one verbal warning 
were issued during the 
week of Aug. 28-Sept. 3.

Sept. 4
At 7:25 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Brianna L. 
Jackson, 25, Rockford, a 

citation for speeding 52 
miles per hour in a 30-miles 
per hour zone. This viola-
tion occurred in the 300 
block of South 4th Street.

At 9:34 a.m., Oregon 
Police issued Michael 
R. Behrens, 40, Byron, 
a citation for operating a 
vehicle with a suspended 
registration. This violation 
occurred in the 500 block 
of Gale Street.

At 11:16 a.m., Oregon 
Police issued Scott R. Por-
ter, 45, Rockton, a citation 
for operating a vehicle with 
a suspended registration. 
This violation occurred 
in the 400 block of North 
4th Street.

At 3:27 p.m., Oregon 
Police arrested Brittany 
A. Daehler, 33, Rockford, 
for aggravated driving 
while license revoked. 
Daehler was also issued 
citations for failure to wear 
a seat belt as a driver and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Daehler 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail. These 
violations occurred near 
the intersection of Monroe 
and Washington Streets.

At 8:25 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Paula L. 
McGinnis, 55, Dixon, a 
citation for operating a 
vehicle with an expired 
registration. This violation 
occurred in the 400 block 
of Madison Street.

At 9:04 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Peggy A. 
Sturgeon, 46, Rock Falls, 
a citation for operating a 
vehicle with an expired 
registration. This violation 
occurred in the 500 block 
of South 9th Street.

Sept. 5
At 9:55 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Ricardo 
F. Aguilar-Ramos, 41, 
Rockford, a citation for 
speeding 42 miles per hour 
in a 30-miles per hour zone. 
This violation occurred in 
the 600 block of North 4th 
Street.

At 10:20 a.m., Oregon 
Police issued Gerald W. 
Turner, 63, Oregon, a 
citation for use of a cell 
phone while driving. This 
violation occurred in the 
700 block of South 10th 
Street.

At 10:34 a.m., Oregon 
Police issued Christopher 
R. Burton, 36, Malta, a 
citation for disobeying a 
stop sign. This violation 
occurred at the 10th and 
Webster Street intersec-
tion.

OREGON POLICE DEPARTMENT
At 10:41 p.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Niki L. 
Smith, 30, Davis Junction, 
for improper container as 
a driver. Smith was also 
issued a citation for op-
eration of a vehicle with 
a suspended registration. 
Smith was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail. 
These violations occurred 
in the 200 block of North 
4th Street.

Sept. 8
At 7:14 p.m., Oregon 

Police issued Thomas W. 
Foat, 40, Rockford, a cita-
tion for speeding 50 miles 
per hour in a 30-miles per 
hour zone. This violation 
occurred in the 600 block 
of North 4th Street.

Sept. 9
At 10:23 p.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Brian L. 
Albee, 36, Sterling, for 
aggravated driving while 
license revoked. Albee 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail. This violation 
occurred in the 500 block 
of Gale Street.

Sept. 10
At 1 a.m., Divante C. 

Zinke, 21, Mt. Morris, was 
arrested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant for 
failure to appear and cited 
for uninsured motor vehi-
cle and improper cannabis 
container as a driver. Zinke 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail. These viola-
tions occurred in the 400 
block of West Washington 
Street.

Twelve parking cita-
tions and four verbal warn-
ings were issued during the 
week of Sept. 4-10.

Sept. 11
At 11:21 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued James R. 
Schroedl, 55, of Palatine 
a citation for disregarding 
a stop sign. This violation 
occurred at the intersection 
of 2nd and Adams Streets.

Sept. 12
At 7:50 a.m., Oregon 

Police took one 15-year-
old female, Mt. Morris, 
into limited custody for 
the offense of stalking. 
The juvenile was released 
into a parent’s custody with 
referral to the States Attor-
ney’s Office with a petition 
for juvenile delinquency. 
This violation occurred in 
the Oregon High School, 
located at 210 S. 10th St.

At 11:19 a.m., Oregon 
Police responded to a car 
vs. building traffic crash in 
the 100 block of Jefferson 
Street involving a 2010 
Toyota driven by Maxwell 
P. Miller, 19, Oregon. No 
citations were issued.

At 12:45 p.m., Oregon 
Police took one 16-year-
old female, Oregon, into 
limited custody for the 
offenses of stalking and 
battery. The juvenile was 
released into a parent’s 
custody with referral to the 
State’s Attorney’s Office 
with a petition for juvenile 
delinquency. This violation 
occurred in the Oregon 
High School, located at 
210 S. 10th St.

Sept. 14
At 3:08 p.m., Oregon 

Police issued a 16-year-
old female of Mt. Morris 
a citation for disobeying 
a stop sign. This violation 
occurred at the intersection 
of Madison and 7th Streets.

Sept. 15
At 8:42 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Heather N. 
Johnson, 36, Milledgeville, 
a citation for use of a cell 
phone while driving. This 
violation occurred in the 
100 block of South 4th 
Street.

At 10:15 a.m., Oregon 
Police took one 16-year-old 
female, Oregon, into limit-
ed custody for the offense 
of battery. The juvenile 
was released into a parent’s 
custody with a referral of 
juvenile delinquency to the 
State’s Attorney’s Office. 

This violation occurred in 
the Oregon High School, 
located at 210 S. 10th St.

At 11:04 a.m., Oregon 
Police investigated a hit 
and run that had occurred 
at some time in the 700 
block of Jefferson Street to 
a parked 2020 Ford belong-
ing to Frank J. Mlejnek, 65, 
Oregon. If anyone has any 
information regarding this 
incident, please contact the 
Oregon Police Department 
at 815-732-2162.

At 11:59 a.m., Ore-
gon Police arrested Karla 
A. Garcia, 30, Rochelle, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Garcia was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail. This violation 
occurred in the 400 block 
of Jefferson Street.

Sept. 16
At 7:14 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Allison M. 
Karolus, 22, Dixon, a cita-
tion for speeding 44 miles 
per hour in a 30-miles per 
hour zone. This violation 
occurred in the 600 block 
of Gale Street.

Sept. 17
At 1:57 a.m., Ore-

gon Police issued Karl 
E. Lloyd, 70, Oregon, a 
citation for disobeying a 
stop sign. This violation 
occurred in the 200 block 
of South 3rd Street.

At 7:59 p.m., Oregon 
Police arrested Alyssa M. 
Peavy, 23, Rockford, for an 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrant for canceled, re-
voked, suspended registra-
tion. Peavy was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail.

Six parking citations 
and four verbal warnings 
were issued during the 
week of Sept. 11-17.

Please note: 
Any arrests listed below 

are merely accusations 
and the defendants are 
presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court 
of law.
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merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.
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POLO — Marjorie 
E. Collins 89 of Polo, Il 
walked thru the Pearly 
Gates of heaven on Sep-
tember 16, 2023 where 
she was greeted by her 
husband, parents and 
siblings. Her family was 
seated by her bedside as 
she made her journey.

Marjorie was born on 
July 27, 1934 in rural 
Forreston, Il the daughter 
of Howard and Vernie 
(Krusey) Gaul. She at-
tended rural grade schools 
then graduated from Polo 
high school in 1952. She 
married Zealous Jr Collins 
on April 18,1954.

Marj was a member 
of the Faith Discovery 
Church since it’s founding 
days. A member of the 
Eagle Point Ladies Aid 
and the ladies “Red Hats”.

During high school she 
worked at Davis Drive 
inn, and after graduation 
at Central Stamping. After 
marriage her and Zealous 
moved to Kansas where 
they lived and worked 
for a couple of years 
before returning to Polo. 
Once settled back in the 
Polo area they started a 
family which resulted in 3 
boys. In 1957 they started 

farming which expanded 
her role from mother and 
homemaker to business 
partner helping in every 
aspect of running a farm. 
In her later years she vol-
unteered at CGH hospital 
and Second Hand Rose.

Marj was an amazing 
cook known for her signa-
ture “potato salad”, no one 
walked away hungry. She 
enjoyed reading, tending 
to her flower gardens, and 
always had an immacu-
lately clean house. Her 
children, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren 
were the core purpose 
of her life and each and 
every one benefited from 
her unconditional love 
and support. Whether it 
was a holiday gathering, 
stopping by for a visit or 
attending a grandchilds 
school function, spending 
time with her family is 
what brought happiness 
to her heart.

She is survived by 3 
sons, James (Sandy) Col-
lins of Dixon, Il, Edward 
(Julie) Collins Mt. Morris, 
Il, Jeff (Diane) Collins of 
Polo, Il. 9 grandchildren 
Connie (Jonathan) Err-
ichiello, Mandi (Brian) 
Russell, Erin Folk, Mike 

(Melissa) Collins, Eliza-
beth (Jason) Dunlap, Ryan 
Collins, Meghan (John) 
Schamberger, Brian (Ash-
lei) Martinez, Kaiti (Dev-
on) Collins and 12 great 
grandchildren

She was proceeded 
in death by her husband 
Zealous, parents Howard 
and Vernie Gaul and 2 
brothers Don Gaul and 
Robert Gaul.

Services will be:
Visitation – Monday 

September 25th from 5 to 7 
pm at Polo Family Funeral 
Home, 110 E. Dixon St., 
Polo, IL.

Funeral – Tuesday Sep-
tember 26th at 10:30 at 
Faith Discovery Church, 
801 W Oregon St, Polo, IL.

A memorial has been 
established with Mental 
Health America

To send condolences 
please visit www.polo-
familyfuneralhome.com

OREGON — Rodney 
“Rod” P. Daniels died 
on September 18, 2023 
at Jovan Bea Hospital in 
Rockford, IL. Rod was 
born November 15, 1937 
in Sterling, IL, the son 
of Danny and Elisabeth 
(Bryan) Daniels.  He 
was raised in Rock Falls 
where he also graduated 
high school in 1956.  Two 
years after he graduated 
Rod married Carol Bell on 
July 1, 1958.  They were 
both members of the St. 
Brides Episcopal Church 
in Oregon, IL.  Rod served 
his country for four years 
as a member of the United 
States Navy.  He worked 
as an insurance agent for 
State Farm Insurance in 
the Oregon area for 40 

years. Rod was very active 
in many different social 
and charitable organiza-
tions in the area which 
included the Jaycees, of 
which he was an active 
member, the Black hawk 
Snowmobile club and the 
Mt. Morris Boat Club.  
He loved to spend time 
going to his cabin in Wis-
consin. He is preceded in 
death by his parents, uncle, 
grandchild, and beloved 
dog Scotty. 

He is survived and 
missed by his loving 
wife Carol of Oregon, IL; 
daughter Pamala (John) 
White of Mesa, AZ; sons 
Randy (Roxy) Daniels of 
Oregon, IL and Jeffery 
(Kathy Burri) Daniels of 
Mesa, AZ; brother Tom 

(Ann) Daniels of Wauke-
sha, WI; 5 grandchildren; 
and 8 great-grandchildren. 
Service details will be 
released at a later date. In 
lieu of flowers donations 
may be directed to the 
Oregon VFW or Village 
of Progress. A memorial 
gathering will be held on 
Saturday, October 14th 
from 1:00 – 5:00 PM at 
the Oregon VFW. www.
farrellhollandgale.com

MT. MORRIS — Lin-
da Kay (McNeil) Fultz, of 
Mt Morris, Illinois, passed 
away on July 9, 2023 in 
San Antonio, Texas. Linda 
fought a five-year battle 
with leukemia and suc-
cumbed to complications 
due to on-going treatment.  

Born on July 6, 1947, in 
San Antonio Texas, Linda 
spent her childhood in Tex-
as until her early 20’s.  She 
lived in Ohio for 10 years 
and, until she settled with 
her late husband and family 
in Mt. Morris, Illinois where 
she lived for almost 42 
years. She loved painting, 
drawing, and crafts.  She 
worked for many years in 
purchasing at Quebecor 
in Mt Morris. She volun-

teered with the Mt Morris 
Volunteer Fire Department 
as an EMT.  

Later in life, she went on 
to get an associates degree 
at Highland Community 
College and became a Med-
ical Technician working 
for almost 7 years for KSB 
Hospital. 

Linda was preceded in 
death by husband, Jonas 
L. Fultz, stepson, Jonas 
F. Fultz; and Son-in-Law 
Donald Strouth. Linda is 
survived by sister Janice 
McNeil Carter (Daniel); 
daughter, Ginger (Bill) 
Johnson; stepdaughter, 
Joan M. Strouth; grandsons, 
Charlton “Chad” Johnson, 
Eian McKeel, and Logan 
McKeel; granddaughter, 

Joslynn Fultz; and many 
step-grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews. Linda’s 
life will be celebrated with 
a celebration of life cere-
mony at the Evangelical 
Free Church in Mt. Morris, 
Illinois, on October 7, 2023. 

Visitation to begin at 
10am, celebration of life 
service beginning at 11am, 
and luncheon to follow.

OREGON — Joan 
(Peggy) Janssen passed 
away September 15th 2023 
at Meadows of Franklin 
Grove nursing home.  
She was born May 15th, 
1932 to parents Erma and 
Charles Wagner in Byron, 
IL.  She graduated from 
high school in 1951 and 
married the love of her life 
Alan Janssen on June 10th, 
1951.  She grew to totally 
love children and raised 
two of her own, Brenda 
and Steve.  She later be-
came a devoted babysitter 
to many, many extended 
family members.  

She loved to sew, mak-
ing many beautiful little 
dresses for her daughter 
all the way up through her 
high school age.  She was 
a creative person, reading 
children’s books to chil-
dren while babysitting, 
was wonderful at crafts, 
artwork, etc., etc.  

Joan worked at the Mt. 
Morris Theater, Kable 
Printing, Oregon Bakery,  
Kysor of Byron and At-
wood Industries.  

The family loved trav-
el, taking many exciting 
road trips all over the 
U.S and Canada.  She 
went to Hawaii 11 times, 
attending Luaus, staying 
in beautiful hotels and 
of course shopping.  She 
loved shopping with her 

daughter and her sisters, 
who could out walk and 
out shop most anybody, 
going to shopping malls 
all over Illinois and Wis-
consin and even Florida 
and Hawaii. They would 
wear the same outfits and 
model them to church and 
family reunions.  

She was a fantastic 
cook, knowing how to 
make a good home, cook-
ing meals for a king with 
deserts like Peach pie with 
ice cream and zucchini 
bread and cake that was 
blue ribbon quality.  She 
made plenty of chocolate 
chip oatmeal yummies and 
cowboy cookies for “her 
children” that she baby-
sat that were absolutely 
delicious!

She was very down to 
earth, honest and trust-
worthy.  She was so cute 
and precious.  Her soul 
was good and she was 
strong willed.  If you ever 
needed someone to stick 
up for you, she was right 
in there fighting.  She later 
became a gentle, loving 
and kind lady, always 
there for you when you 
needed her.  She mellowed 
with age but kept her beau-
ty in more ways than one.  

Joan is survived by her 
two sisters, Shirley (Palm-
er) and Beverly Snyder, 
her son and daughter Steve 

and Brenda, Oregon, IL, 
her grandchildren Stacy 
(Barber), Tracy Janssen, 
Chelsy (Jones), and Kelsy 
Janssen, and great grand-
children Kasmyn Barber, 
Zadie Barber, and Zoey 
Barber, Ella Jones and 
Nora Jones.   

She is preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Alan Janssen, her parents, 
Erma and Charles Wagner, 
her brothers Charles Jr, 
Richard, Bill, and Jerry 
Wagner; her sisters Pa-
tricia Carpenter, Dorothy 
Capes.

Funeral service and 
visitation will be held on 
Wednesday, September 
20that Finch Funeral Home 
in Mt. Morris, IL, 405 
E Hitt St., Rev. Michael 
Hoffman officiating.  Vis-
itation 10:00 AM, service 
11:00 AM.  Burial will be 
at Oakwood Cemetery in 
Mt. Morris, IL., 1/4 mile 
west of Mt. Morris on 
Highway No. 64.  Lunch 
at Church of God, 860 W 
Oregon Trail Rd., Oregon.

Marjorie E. Collins Rodney ‘Rod’ P. Daniels

Linda Kay (McNeil) Fultz

Joan (Peggy) L. Janssen

OREGON — The Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office 
made eight driving under 
the influence arrests during 
the recent Labor Day im-
paired driving campaign. 
In addition, three seat belt 
citations were written. In 
total deputies issued 126 
total citations including 16 
arrests for no valid license 
(suspended or revoked), 
37 speeding citations, 13 

citations to uninsured driv-
ers and one citation for 
improper transportation of 
cannabis.

“Through the Labor 
Day enforcement effort, we 
helped to make our roads 
safer and remind motorists 
that impaired driving is 
not a game,” Sheriff Brian 
VanVickle said.

The Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office joined forces 

with other law enforcement 
agencies and highway safe-
ty partners throughout the 
state for the Illinois Labor 
Day “Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over/Drive High. 
Get a DUI” enforcement 
campaign.

The effort was made 
possible by federal highway 
safety funds distributed by 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation.

Ogle County Sheriff announces Labor 
Day impaired driving campaign results

OGLE COUNTY — 
The Business Employ-
ment Skills Team, Inc. 
(BEST, Inc.) was recently 
awarded an Apprentice-
ship Expansion Grant of 
$110,000 from the Illinois 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportu-
nity to provide business 
engagement and technical 
assistance for the develop-
ment of new and expansion 
of existing apprenticeship 
programs.  The grant is for 
a one-year period with the 
possibility of extending 
it for up to an additional 
four years in June 2024. 
Technical Assistance and 
outreach covers the eight 
counties that BEST serves: 

Bureau, Carroll, Jo Da-
viess, La Salle, Lee, Ogle, 
Putnam and Whiteside. 
BEST will also serve as a 
liaison to connect business-
es to the US Department of 
Labor Region 5 Office of 
Apprenticeship.

This first year of the 
grant will run from July 
1, 2023 to June 30, 2024.   
Staff anticipate the standup 
of at least two programs 
in the area of broadband 
services in Jo Daviess 
and Carroll Counties and 
to place virtual reality 
goggles in two Career and 
Technical Education facil-
ities for career exploration 
for participating youth. 
This year will serve as a 

pilot project that can be 
expand to other areas of 
BEST’s service delivery 
area.  

Because apprenticeship 
programs have demon-
strated to be a strong 
recruitment and retention 
strategy, staff will also 
be reaching out to oth-
er companies across all 
industry sectors in their 
eight counties in an effort 
to expand apprenticeship 
opportunities for area 
job seekers and provide a 
skilled workforce for area 
businesses. The agency 
hopes to be able to apply 
for and receive additional 
funding during the 2024 
grant bidding process. 

BEST, Inc. awarded Apprenticeship 
Expansion Grant of $110,000

OREGON — The Vil-
lage of Progress’ Annual 
Awards Banquet is coming 
soon! Join us as we cele-
brate the accomplishments 
of those who attend the 
village and the many vol-
unteers who donate their 

time and talent.
It’s a great evening to 

spotlight our Ogle County 
men and women with de-
velopmental disabilities. 
They value your support, 
and so do we. The annual 
dinner will be held at St. 

Mary’s Leaning Center, Or-
egon, on Wednesday, Oct. 
18.  Dinner begins at 6 p.m.  
Tickets can be purchased by 
calling 815-732-2126.  The 
cost is $15 for adults, $5 for 
ages 5-12, and free for those 
age four and under.

Village of Progress banquet is Oct. 18



OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER • SECTION A • PAGE 5MONDAY, SEPT. 25, 2023

LOCAL NEWS

Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07

27
20

22

Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold

BYRON — On Sept. 
3, Krysta S. Hassard, 43, 
of Dixon was issued a 
citation for operating a 
vehicle with no proof of 
valid insurance. 

On Sept. 3, Jesus J Es-
pindola, 37, of Mt. Morris 
was issued citations for 
operating a vehicle with no 
proof of valid insurance, 
operating a vehicle with no 
valid driver’s license and 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration. 
Espindola was also want-
ed for an in-state warrant. 
Espindola was transported 
to Ogle County Jail and 
held in lieu of bond. 

On Sept. 4, Cierrah B. 
Dempsey, 23, of Rockford 
was issued citations for 
operating a vehicle with 
expired registration and 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration. 

On Sept. 4, Jennifer 
Fuller of Machesney Park 
was issued citations for 
operating a vehicle while 
license suspended and 
possession of adult-use 
cannabis in a motor ve-
hicle. 

On Sept. 5, Jordan M. 
Williams, 35, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration.

On Sept. 5, Brooke 
L. Hurt, 42, of Byron 
was issued a citation for 
speeding.

On Sept. 5, Travis T. 
Scott, 29, of Bolingbrook 
was issued a citation for 
speeding. 

On Sept. 6, Ezekiel R. 
Newton, 21, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 

suspended registration 
and operating a vehicle 
with no proof of valid 
insurance. Newton was 
arrested due to having an 
in-state warrant. Newton 
was transported to Ogle 
County Jail and held in 
lieu of bond. 

On Sept. 7, Wai Yan 
Moe, 38, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration. 

On Sept. 8, a 17-year-
old minor of Byron was 
issued a citation for open 
container of cannabis un-
der 18 years old.

On Sept. 9, Matthew M. 
McGuire, 49, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for 
speeding.

On Sept. 9, Shyanna D. 
Phillips, 31, of Rock Falls 
was issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration.

On Sept. 10, Richard A. 
Lawson, 58, of Byron was 
issued citations for driving 
while license suspended/
revoked, operating a ve-
hicle with expired reg-
istration and operating a 
vehicle with no proof of 
valid insurance. Lawson 
was taken to Ogle County 
Jail and held in lieu of 
bond. 

On Sept. 10, Nyandwi 
Bonane, 24, of Rock Is-
land was issued citations 
for operating a vehicle 
with suspended regis-
tration and operating a 
vehicle with no proof of 
valid insurance. 

On Sept. 10, Devin B. 
Messenger, 24, was issued 
a citation for operating a 
vehicle with expired reg-

istration.
On Sept. 10, a 17-year-

old minor of Rochelle 
was issued a citation for 
speeding. 

On Sept. 12, Haley D. 
Starneika, 39, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration/
non-insured. 

On Sept. 13, Roberto 
Diaz, 33, of Rockford was 
issued citations for operat-
ing a vehicle while license 
suspended, operating a 
vehicle when registration 
is suspended, and operat-
ing a vehicle with no valid 
proof of insurance. 

On Sept. 13, Ethan 
S. Knuth, 20, of Poplar 
Grove was issued citations 
for operating a vehicle 
with no proof of valid 
insurance and operating a 
vehicle while registration 
is suspended. 

On Sept. 14, a 17-year-
old minor of Belvidere 
was issued a citation for 
speeding.

On Sept. 17, Ian Pe-
tersen, 21, of Ashton 
was issued a citation for 
improper display of reg-
istration. 

On Sept. 18, Sharilyn 
M. Eddy, 52, of Dixon 
was issued citations for 
operating a vehicle with no 
valid proof of insurance, 
operating a vehicle with 
expired registration and 
operating a vehicle while 
registration is suspended. 

Any arrests listed be-
low are merely accusa-
tions and the defendant is 
presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court 
of law.

BYRON POLICE DEPARTMENT OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
OREGON — On Sept. 

12, deputies responded to 
a single-vehicle accident 
with injury at the intersec-
tion of Kishwaukee Road 
and Meridian Road. Upon 
further investigation Kelly 
Yocum, 59, of Dixon, was 
cited for failure to reduce 
speed and unlawful pos-
session of cannabis. Yocum 
was transported to Swedish 
American and released on 
an individual bond with a 
future court date given.

On Sept. 12, deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
at West South and Center 
Street in Creston. After 
an investigation, deputies 
arrested Theresa Mullis, 
43, of DeKalb, for driving 
while license suspend-
ed. Mullis was given an 
I-bond for her citation and 
released from the scene.  
Mullis’s passenger, Gene 
Gunn, 40, of Calumet City, 
was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant out of DeKalb 
County. Gunn was given a 
notice to appear and was 
released from the scene. 

On Sept. 13 at approxi-
mately 11:45 a.m. deputies 

responded to a two-vehicle 
accident at the intersection 
of Mud Creek Road and 
Leaf River Road.  It was 
determined that a black 
Toyota Tacoma being driv-
en by Seth M. Todd, 31, of 
Columbus Junction, Iowa 
was southbound on Leaf 
River Road. Todd failed to 
yield the right of way to a 
black Ford F-350 that was 
eastbound on Mud Creek 
Road. The Ford was being 
driven by John B. Wells, 
38, of Mt. Morris and his 
passenger Cody M. Sny-
der, 23, of Forreston. Todd 
pulled his Tacoma into the 
intersection and was struck 
by the Ford being driven 
by Wells. Wells was trans-
ported to Mercy Health by 
Life Line Helicopter for 
life-threatening injuries and 
Snyder was taken to KSB 
for serious injuries. Todd 
was transported to OSF 
St. Anthony for serious 
injuries. The accident is still 
under investigation. 

On Thursday, Sept. 14 
the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office received reports 
from both the Creston 

School District and Kings 
School District of a suspi-
cious person taking pictures 
from the roadway in front of 
the schools. The subject was 
reportedly driving a black 
Audi. The same vehicle was 
also observed at a school 
in a neighboring county. 
Investigators from the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office 
have identified the vehicle, 
a black four-door Audi 
with Indiana registration, 
and are actively seeking to 
speak with the driver. On 
Sept. 19, the individual 
observed taking pictures 
outside Creston and Kings 
Elementary Schools was 
located. Through the inves-
tigation, it was determined 
the subject was employed 
by a company to take pho-
tos of schools, restaurants 
and local amenities for real 
estate purposes through-
out many communities in 
northern Illinois. All infor-
mation has been verified 
and there are no additional 
concerns with this incident.  

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty. 

POLO — Polo Police 
Department general calls 
for service for Sept. 4-17. 
Citizen complaints/assists: 

26. Juvenile: Three. Animal 
complaint: One. City ordi-
nance: Two. Disturbance/
domestics: Three. Fire/

medical assists: 10. Lock 
outs: Three. 911 Hang ups: 
Three. Traffic stops: 29. 
County assists: One.

POLO POLICE DEPARTMENT

OREGON — Eagle’s 
Nest Art Group will host 
a one-day art show in its 
studio at Conover Square 
Mall, on Saturday, Oct. 
7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
during Autumn on Parade.

The group of over 85 lo-
cal artists will have a variety 
of original art work on dis-
play, including oil, water-
color and acrylic paintings; 

photography; drawings; 
calligraphy; glass work; 
ceramics, as well as other 
three-dimensional art.

Also, a wide selection 
of artist-created prints and 
cards are available for sale. 
Come and browse and meet 
some of our local artists.

ENAG continues to 
support Hands On Oregon 
with original art for sale at 

the show to benefit their 
work in our community.The 
studio is on the second floor 
of Conover Square Mall, 
201 N. Third St. in Oregon. 

For more information 
about the group and its 
offerings, call (815) 732-
7783.  Or drop in on Sat-
urday, Oct. 7 and pick up a 
program schedule of events 
and shows.

Eagle’s Nest Art Group Show is Oct. 7

POLO — Polo Wom-
en’s Club, a member of 
the Greater Federation of 
Women’s Clubs (GFWC) 
since 1921, is participating 
in the inaugural National 
Day of Service (NDS) spot-
lighting food insecurity and 
hunger in the United States.

Club members that vol-
unteer their time and talent 
to this non-profit organiza-
tion are holding a food drive 
on Saturday, Sept. 30 from 
8 a.m. to noon at Polo Fresh 
Food Market. All items 
received will be donated to 
the Polo Food Pantry that is 
in need of several specific 
items but all products will 
be accepted.  

According to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
34 million people in the 
U.S. are food insecure, 
nine million children are 
hungry, 53 million people 
turned to food banks fol-
lowing COVID-19 due to 
unemployment, and 100 
percent of U.S. Counties 
have families suffering 
from food insecurity.

The Polo Women’s Club, 
whose slogan is Living the 
Volunteer Spirit, works 
together selecting projects 
and programs based on 
interests and needs in our 
own community while 
benefiting from the exper-
tise and support at district, 

state, regional and national 
levels of GFWC. 

The club supports the 
arts in all Polo schools, 
promoting leadership skills 
at the high school level, ed-
ucating the community on 
the prevention of all forms 
of domestic violence, and 
conducting an annual coat 
drive to provide free items 
to those in need, along with 
other projects throughout 
the year.

For further details on 
the National Day of Ser-
vice Food Drive, or on 
the Polo Women’s Club, 
please contact: Sheila Dean, 
president (815-677-6877, 
call or text). 

Polo Women’s Club food drive is Sept. 30
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We buy and 
sell firearms

We sell 
knives and 
ammunition

Automatic and switchblade knives, 
are now legal with a FOID card

RAT WORX
112 E. Hitt St.

Mt. Morris, IL  61054

815-734-7346
www.ratworxusa.com

WE BUY GUNS
RAT WORX

Research and Testing 
Worx Inc.

112 East Hitt St., Mt. 
Morris, IL

815-734-7346
guns@ratworxusa.com | www.ratworxUSA.com

WE BUY GUNS
RAT WORX

Research and Testing 
Worx Inc.

112 East Hitt St., Mt. 
Morris, IL

815-734-7346
guns@ratworxusa.com | www.ratworxUSA.com

RAT WORX
112 E. HITT ST. MOUNT MORRIS, IL.

815-734-7346
WE SELL GUNS KNIVES AND AMMO

www.ratworxusa.com

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
IS THE PERFECT TIME

FOR A NEW FIREARM

DON’T 
FORGET 
WE BUY 

GUN
COLLECTIONS

From page 1

Holiday 
schedule

The board voted 14-9 to 
approve the county’s hol-
iday schedule for 2024. It 
includes New Year’s Day 
(Jan. 1), Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day (Jan. 15), 
Lincoln’s Birthday (Feb. 
12), Washington’s Birth-
day (Feb. 19), Good Fri-
day (March 29), Memorial 
Day (May 27), Juneteenth 
Independence Day (June 
19), Independence Day 
(July 4), Labor Day (Sept. 
2), Columbus Day (Oct. 
14), General Election Day 
(Nov. 5), Veteran’s Day 
(Nov. 11), Thanksgiving 
Day and Black Friday 
(Nov. 28-29) and Christ-
mas Day (Dec. 25).

Some board members 
took issue with the num-
ber of holiday dates.

“I can’t and won’t 
support this,” One board 
member said. “I see we’re 
talking about 15 days 

off. That’s three five-day 
weeks in addition to their 
vacation time. Every time 
we turn around, somebody 
has another holiday they 
want. I just don’t think 
it’s right. It’s excessive.”

The board also ap-
proved its meeting sched-
ule for 2024 and will con-
tinue to meet on the third 
Tuesday of the month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Ogle 
County Courthouse at 105 
S. 5th St. on the third floor.

Meeting dates will be 
Jan. 16, Feb. 20, March 
19, April 16, May 21, 
June 18, July 16, Aug. 20, 
Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19 
and Dec. 17. The 2024 
budget hearing will be 
held Oct. 28.

Ice abrasives
The board voted unan-

imously to appropriate 
$32,475 from the County 
Highway fund for ice 
abrasives and accepted a 
low bid for the materials 
from Steve Benesh & 
Sons for that amount.

COUNTY: Board approves holiday schedule for 2024 during Tuesday meeting

The board voted 14-9 to approve the county’s holiday schedule for 2024. It includes New Year’s Day (Jan. 1), 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day (Jan. 15), Lincoln’s Birthday (Feb. 12), Washington’s Birthday (Feb. 19), Good Friday 
(March 29), Memorial Day (May 27), Juneteenth Independence Day (June 19), Independence Day (July 4), 
Labor Day (Sept. 2), Columbus Day (Oct. 14), General Election Day (Nov. 5), Veteran’s Day (Nov. 11), 
Thanksgiving Day and Black Friday (Nov. 28-29) and Christmas Day (Dec. 25).

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Brought to you by these sponsors:

09262016

DOUGLAS & FRYE
MOTORSPORTSIF IT DOESN’T

HAVE A MOTOR
IT AIN’T A

SPORT

1902 N. LOCUST ST., STERLING, IL • 815-625-4426

www.douglasfryemotorcycle.com

ACCESSORIES • PARTS • SERVICE

09262016

606 W. Washington St.
815.732.3225

DeForest 
Dental P.C.

www.deforestdental.net

Accepting new patients

www.deforestdental.com

09
26

20
16

Bushman’s Service
On Farm Tire Service

Milledgeville, IL

815-225-7411
09262016

2-Way Radio 
Communication

We are an 
authorized dealer of

Icom & Kenwood 
radio equipment

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

815-757-4383
MONROE CENTER, IL

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL C
C2

01
7

09
26

20
16

–Emergency– 815-734-4838

FULL SERVICE GARAGE
Computer Diagnostic • Brakes • Tires

Oil Change • Transmission Care
We Do It All – Give Us A Try!

CC2018

815-561-2181
900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle

www.rochellehospital.com

09262016

Burgers-Wings Appetizers-& More
115 S. Wesley Ave  815-734-4110

www.maggiesonline.com CC2021

SMITH BIRKHOLZ & MORROW, P.C.
David A. Smith

Jennifer L. Birkholz
Eric D. Morrow

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

211 HWY. 38 EAST, ROCHELLE 61068

815-732-2156
www.oglecountylife.com

LOCAL NEWS

60th class reunion had for Polo HS Class of 1963
Stillman Valley Class of 1968 holds reunion

The 60th class reunion of the Polo High School class of 1963 was held on Sept. 
9, 2023 at the Polo Senior Center.  22 former classmates attended. Seated: Diane 
Long Weaver, Aileen Diehl, Joyce Naylon, Joan Bushman Beard, Doris Plautz Ferb 
and Jan Berge Wiemken. Row two: Linda Gorski Farley, Carol Parrett Mayo, Cheryl 
White Joiner, Tom Nelson, Florence Willstead Wragg, Marge Immel and Kay Poper 
Miller. Last row: James Hopkins, Beverly Beck Merdian, Richard Humphreys, Paul 

Wiemken, Herschel Newcomer, Susan McConaughy Frost and Eugene Schick. 
Missing from the picture is Jane Davis Benson and Sharon Temple Werther.

The Stillman Valley Class of 1968 reunion was held Sept 9 at the SM & SF Club. 
A special thanks to classmate Randy Fritz who was the speaker for the evening. 

Those in attendance were (back row) Denny Geiger, Ron Johnson, Gary Harleman, 
Greg Frericks, Galen Crull, Diana (Hall) Klapp, Lyle Bennett, Dave Svanda and 

Randy Fritz. Middle row: John Brown, Al Atchison, Rich Tyler, Jim Knoll, Pennie 
(Gipson) Bartlett, Brenda (Schumacher) Adams, Judy (Reeves) Johnson, Diane 
(Schier) Roos and Sue (Eickman) Savage. Bottom row: Larry Larson, Mary Ann 
(Rainwater) Priewe, Sharon (Carlson) Prutz, Linda (Walker) Austin, Mary Ellen 

Hagemeyer, Chris (Cooney) Smallwood and Lucille (Freeberg) Powell.  

MT. MORRIS — The 
fourth annual Back Roads 
Market will be held Sat-
urday, Sept. 30 from 9-4 
p.m. Spend a fall day 
traveling to the Mt. Mor-
ris countryside amidst 
corn fields and scenery 
making four stops along 
the way. 

Drive to Hough’s Ma-
ple Lane Farm, 3788 N. 

Mount Morris Road, sat-
isfy your maple cravings 
choosing from syrup, 
cinnamon rolls, honey 
and candies. Also find 
some dog treats, vegeta-
bles, pumpkins and much 
more goodies. Featured 
vendors will have vin-
tage goods, pottery, Har-
ry’s yard art, hand-spun 
wool/yarn, and 815 Farm 

Girl air fresheners. 
Next, make your way 

to Berry View Orchard, 
7504 W. Midtown Road, 
there you will find the 
best apple cider donuts, 
slushies, a variety of juicy 
apples, aronia berries, 
a farm-filled store filled 
with treats, jams, Simple 
Comfort Candles, Lyn-
nie’s Kitchen Goodies, 

Nelson Farms Meats And 
much more. Food conces-
sions will be served by 
Nelson Farms. 

Round the corner to 
some “Funky Junk” and 
much more located at 
6410 W. Grove Road. 
Twelve plus vendors here 
will have vintage goods, 
refurbished furniture, 
retro items, primitives, 

relics, collectibles, local 
advertising, “Junko-Lan-
terns,” plus lots more. 
Grab a variety of some 
yummy baked goods from 
Bobbi’s Country Cater-
ing. Food concessions 
will be available at this 
stop as well! 

Continue down the road 
to Vintage Chicks and 
Feeds, 700 Illinois Route 

72, Leaf River. Browse 
through this quaint store 
filled with vintage wares, 
soaps, lotions, local hon-
ey, antiques, barn goods, 
Dixie Belle Paints, and 
more! So take the ride 
and support these local 
businesses, vendors, all 
within a short distance 
from one another. Signs 
will be posted. 

Back Roads Market will be held Saturday, Sept. 30

Sept. 26:  Serenity Hos-
pice & Home’s Drop-In 
Craft Day will meet from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Se-
renity Shed, 131 N. 3rd St., 
Oregon. We will have the 
coffee on and our famous 
homemade cookies. Even 
if you don’t do crafts, stop 

in for conversation.
Sept. 30: Come and join 

us at Byron’s Hairy Cow 
Farmers Market on Satur-
day, Sept. 30 from 8 a.m. to 
noon! Featuring seasonal 
produce, baked goods, pe-
rennials, honey and a large 
variety of crafts. We have 

more vendors than ever 
before this season. We look 
forward to seeing everyone!

For more information 
or to become a vendor, 
please contact Taryn Brad-
ley at (815 )985-6042, by 
email at craftlab23@gmail.
com or at the Byron’s Hairy 

Cow Farmers Facebook 
page.

Oct. 3: Serenity Hospice 
& Home’s Young Widows 
will meet from 6-7 p.m. at 
The Serenity Home, 1658 
S. Illinois Route 2. This 
group is for ages 55 and 
under. Please call 815-732-

4111 by noon to register.
Oct. 4: United Meth-

odist Men will host a Pan-
cake and Sausage dinner, 
Wednesday, Oct. 4 from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. at Disci-
ples United Methodist 
Church. Located at 102 
Maple Ave. in Mt. Mor-

ris. Their famous chicken 
ala king will also be served.  
No tickets are needed. Do-
nations will be accepted 
with proceeds going to the 
missions of United Meth-
odist Men.  all the office 
at 815-732-4853 for more 
information.

FREEPORT – On 
Sept. 15 on its 50th anni-
versary in business, Fehr 
Graham, a leading Midwest 
engineering and environ-
mental firm, announced 
a scholarship program to 
help students pursuing 
post-secondary degrees in 
STEM-related fields. Firm 
leaders shared the scholar-
ship news with employees 
at a 50th anniversary event 
in Freeport, the city where 
Fehr Graham started on 
Sept. 15, 1973. 

Since its inception in 
Freeport, Fehr Graham has 
demonstrated a dedication 
to excellence, establishing 

itself as a trusted partner 
to its clients on a range 
of engineering and envi-
ronmental solutions. Over 
the past five decades, the 
company has evolved, 
grown and adapted to meet 
the ever-changing needs of 
clients and communities. 
The company’s mission to 
improve the quality of life 
where its clients live and 
work is one of the reasons 
for starting a scholarship 
program.

“It is with great pride 
that we celebrate this spe-
cial milestone by giving 
back to the professions 
that have been so good to 

us by helping the next gen-
eration get started,” Fehr 
Graham Chief Executive 
Officer Mick Gronewold 
said. “Our journey to 50 
years has been defined by 
the dedicated people that 
make up Fehr Graham 
and their ability to provide 
innovative solutions, foster 
strong client relationships 
and make a positive impact 
in the communities we 
serve. We are so excited to 
be able to lean into helping 
continue this legacy into 
the future.”

The Fehr Graham 
Scholarship, valued at 
$2,500 and renewable for 

up to three years, will go 
to five high school seniors 
who are pursuing two- and 
four-year degrees in engi-
neering and environmental 
fields. Recipients must live 
near any of the firm’s 12 
offices in Illinois, Iowa and 
Wisconsin.

“This announcement 
not only marks Fehr Gra-
ham’s 50th anniversary cel-
ebration, but a commitment 
to the future,” Dan Ross, 
president of the Commu-
nity Foundation of North-
ern Illinois, said. “The 
Fehr Graham Scholarship 
program demonstrates a 
dedication to education and 

community development, 
inspiring the next genera-
tion of STEM leaders. We 
are proud to partner on an 
effort that so closely aligns 
with our own mission.” 

In addition to announc-
ing its scholarship program 
today, Fehr Graham staff 
from all 12 of its offices 
gathered in Freeport to 
celebrate the firm’s anni-
versary. Freeport Mayor 
Jodi Miller declared Sept. 
15 as Fehr Graham Day in 
the city. 

Fehr Graham’s success 
story is a testament to the 
hard work and expertise of 
its dedicated team, whose 

talents consistently drive 
the company’s growth 
and development. Their 
unwavering commitment 
to delivering solutions, 
paired with a passion for 
community betterment, 
has made Fehr Graham a 
respected, award-winning 
name in the industry. 

This anniversary not 
only reflects the company’s 
history but is also a spring-
board for its future. As the 
firm looks to the next 50 
years, it remains committed 
to communities of all sizes, 
sustainability and excel-
lence in serving its clients 
across many sectors.

Fehr Graham announces scholarship, marks 50 years in business 
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LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be chosen 

for publication, but the use of any material is at 
the discretion of management. All letters must be 
signed or they will not be considered for publi-
cation. During election times, no letters written 

by the candidates endorsing themselves will 
be considered for publication. Editing may be 

necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity 
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. Writers are 
urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm 
or personal attacks. Criticism of individuals or 
organizations that is not broached tactfully will 

jeopardize the publication of a letter. Letters will 
be published in the order that they are received, 

unless there is a time factor involved, space 
permitting.

* On Oct. 9, 2004, 
Afghan voters went to the 
polls for the first time in 
their nation’s history to 
vote for a president and 
elected Hamid Karzai, who 
had served as their interim 
president after the collapse 
of the Taliban regime three 
years earlier.

* On Oct. 10, 1845, 
George Bancroft -- histori-
an, educator and secretary 
of the Navy -- founded 
the U.S. Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, Maryland, 
to improve the then-un-
satisfactory methods of 
instructing the service’s 
midshipmen.

* On Oct. 11, 2000, at a 
ceremony in London, the 
International Women of the 
Year Association awarded 
the title “Greatest Woman 
Achiever of the Century” 
to Russian engineer and 
cosmonaut Valentina V. 
Tereshkova, who became 
the first woman in space 
when she flew a solo mis-
sion on the Vostok 6 on June 
16, 1963.

* On Oct. 12, 1810, 
the first Oktoberfest was 
celebrated in Munich, Ger-
many, in honor of the mar-
riage of Ludwig, the crown 
prince of Bavaria (who 
later became King Louis 
I), to Princess Therese von 
Sachsen-Hildburghausen. 
The festivities lasted nearly 
a week and ended in a horse 
race. Today, the festival is 

the largest in the world, with 
more than 6 million partic-
ipants around the globe.

* On Oct. 13, 1950, the 
movie “All About Eve,” 
starring Bette Davis and 
Anne Baxter, premiered in 
both Paris and New York 
City. Known for its acid 
wit, it won six Academy 
Awards, including Best 
Picture, but was roundly 
criticized for depicting a 
character smoking in bed 
by an Indiana man who 
was part of his local fire 
prevention committee.

* On Oct. 14, 1926, 
English humorist, poet 
and playwright A.A. Milne 
published “Winnie-the-
Pooh,” a children’s book 
set in the fictional Hun-
dred Acre Wood featur-
ing the adventures of the 
eponymous honey-loving 
bear and his good friends, 
including Eeyore, Christo-
pher Robin and Piglet.

* On Oct. 15, 1966, 
Huey P. Newton and Bobby 
Seale founded the Black 
Panther Party, with a mis-
sion of protecting African 
Americans from police 
brutality. The organization 
developed into a Marxist 
revolutionary group, call-
ing for, among other things, 
the arming of all African 
Americans and the release 
of African Americans from 
jail.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc. 

An Advertising 
Proverb

When Mark Twain was 
editing a newspaper in 

Missouri, one of his 
subscribers wrote in, saying 
that he had found a spider in 
his newspaper and wondered 
whether it was a sign of good 

or bad luck. Twainʼs 
response: ʻʻFinding a spider 
is neither good luck nor bad. 
The spider was merely 

looking over our newspaper 
to see which merchant was 
not advertising, so that he 
could go to that store, spin 

his web across the door, and 
lead a life of undisturbed 
peace ever afterward.ʼʼ

EVERY year I get 
dozens of calls 
from landowners 

asking me what is the selling 
price of farmland or the go-
ing rate of farm cash rents. 
While the dollars and cents 
part are the predominant 
thing they look for, there’s 
more that goes into negoti-
ating a viable sale price or 
cash rent. 

However, being a farm 
owner in Illinois with its 
rich soils has its advantages 
as both sales prices and cash 
rents tend to trend higher 
that other parts of the coun-
try. Thought we might look 
at land prices this week to 
see where they are trending; 
and hint – it ain’t down.

Agricultural land values 
increased by $280 an acre 
over 2022, according to 
USDA’s National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service. The 
NASS report released on 
Aug. 4, shows a 7.4 percent 
increase following 2022’s 
record-breaking numeric 
increase of $420 per acre (12 
percent) over 2021. Cash 
rent values for cropland 
were up 4.7 percent to a 
record $155 per acre and up 
7.1 percent to $15 per acre 
for pastureland. This annual 
report provides one of many 
indicators of the overall 
health of the agricultural 
economy and illustrates 
yet another heightened 
production cost and barrier 
to profitability faced by 
farmers and ranchers.

The U.S. average farm 
real estate value, a measure-
ment that includes the value 
of all land and buildings on 
farms, clocked in at a record 
$4,080 per acre. This 7.4 
percent increase over last 
year is less than the 12-per-
cent bump between 2021 
and 2022, which was the 
largest change since 2006, 
when values increased 14 
percent over 2005. Exclud-
ing last year, 2023 farm real 
estate values had the largest 
percentage increase since 
2014. Looking at the dollar 
value of the change, the 
$280 per acre increase over 
2022 is the second-highest 
increase since the USDA 
began the survey in 1997.

These levels vary signifi-
cantly throughout the coun-
try, with the highest real 
estate values concentrated 

in areas with larger volumes 
of high-value crops (think 
wine grapes and tree nuts 
in California), as well as 
areas experiencing upward 
pressure due to proximity 
to urban areas with little 
remaining developable 
land, like the small states 
of the Northeast. Much of 
the Midwest had higher real 
estate values, followed by 
the South and Pacific North-
west, and finally the Plains 
and Mountain states. Part of 
this increase can be linked to 
high 2021-2022 commodity 
prices that have translated 
to a higher farming value 
for land in row crop-heavy 
heartland states like Iowa, 
Illinois, Nebraska, Kansas 
and Indiana. New govern-
ment program incentives 
that provide financial com-
pensation to landowners 
who voluntarily enroll and 
retire highly erodible and 
environmentally sensitive 
lands, such as those added 
in 2021 to the CRP pro-
gram, also contributed to 
increased competition for 
active cropland, increasing 
land prices. Other factors 
contributing to rising land 
values are competing land-
use interests, which includes 
urban and suburban sprawl, 
and increased investments 
into hard assets, like land, 
for a safer return on invest-
ment during an extended 
period of inflation. 

Like overall agricultural 
real estate values, average 
U.S. cropland values in-
creased in 2023, rising to 
$5,460 per acre. This in-
crease came in as an 8.1-per-
cent jump over 2022, which 
is marginally higher than 
the 7.8-percent increase in 
cropland values in 2021 but 
is below double-digit per-
centage increases between 
2005-2007, 2011-2013 and 
in 2022. In dollar values, this 
year-over-year increase was 
$410 per acre, the third high-
est behind 2022 and 2013. 
The distribution across the 
country follows a similar 
pattern as overall farmland 
value, with California and 
Northeastern states claim-
ing the highest average 
cropland values. Following 
that top category is much of 
the Midwest.

Similar to overall ag-
ricultural real estate val-

ues and cropland values, 
pastureland values posted 
strong gains from the pre-
vious year, coming in at 
$1,760 per acre on average 
for the U.S. This is an in-
crease of 6.7 percent over 
2022, a drop from 2022’s 
11.5-percent increase from 
2021 after seven years of 
little to no increases in value. 
However, the distribution of 
pastureland values across 
the country differs from 
cropland values and real 
estate values. Instead of the 
Midwest and California, 
some of the more valuable 
pastureland state averages 
are concentrated along the 
East Coast and in the mid-
South, with the Midwest 
and the Plains toward the 
bottom of pastureland val-
ues. A very high percentage 
of grazeable land in the West 
is owned by the federal gov-
ernment a portion of which 
is leased to ranchers using 
grazing permits. These 
dynamics limit the role 
of real estate competition 
for pastureland in many 
Western states. States with 
higher pastureland values 
tend to be those with higher 
competition for open land. 

NASS also released data 
on cash rents, with the in-
creases in land values trans-
lating to increases in cash 
rent. Cash rent tends to be 
more of a lagging indicator, 
and likely will be reflected 
in future producer-landlord 
negotiations. Average U.S. 
cropland rent increased to 
$155 per acre this year, a 
4.7-percent rise over 2022. 
Irrigated cropland rents in-
creased 4.4 percent to $237 
per acre, while non-irrigated 
cropland rents increased 
5.2% to $142 per acre. 
Cash rents for pastureland 
increased 7.7 percent this 
year, reaching $15 per acre. 

Washington and Georgia 
led the country in highest 
percent increases in crop-
land cash rental rates in 2023  
of 10 percent each followed 
by Florida (nine percent). 
Decreases in cropland cash 
rental rates occurred in 
Oklahoma (down eight per-
cent) and parts of the West 
like Wyoming (down five 
percent) and Nevada (down 
five percent). By value, the 
highest cropland rental rates 
were in California ($344/

acre), Arizona ($347/acre) 
and Hawaii ($295/acre), all 
states with high-value or-
chard and specialty crops of-
ten linked to the existence of 
water rights that contribute 
to more valuable contracts. 
Washington and heartland 
states of Iowa, Illinois and 
Indiana made up the next 
highest cropland rental rate 
category, linked to higher 
value specialty crops for the 
former and a high density 
of high-value commodity 
crops in the latter. 

Margins for many pro-
ducers who rely on rented 
land are jeopardized by 
even minimal changes 
in rental rates. This can 
threaten annual production 
output. More broadly, those 
who lack equity from land 
ownership have reduced 
access to operating lines 
of credit needed to fund 
annual equipment and input 
purchases; and rising land 
prices and rents often take 
away the benefits of high 
crop prices.

USDA’s land value re-
port shows continued in-
creases across the board 
in agricultural real estate 
values, cropland values 
and pastureland values. The 
average U.S. farm real estate 
value increased by $280 per 
acre, or 7.4 percent over 
2022, while the cropland 
value and pastureland value 
increased by 8.1 percent 
and 6.7 percent, respec-
tively. Cash rents have 
also jumped, ranging from 
4.4 percent to 7.1 percent 
increases across cropland, 
irrigated and non-irrigated, 
and pastureland. In a con-
tinued period of heightened 
input costs across the board 
further exacerbated by in-
flationary pressures, high 
rent and land costs are yet 
another hurdle for farmers 
and ranchers working to 
produce more crops and 
raise more livestock. 

Fortunately for produc-
ers who own land, their 
equity has increased, but 
for those just starting out 
or reliant on the acres they 
rent to make ends meet, 
these increases can become 
an unbreachable barrier to 
entry.

Ron Kern is the manager 
of the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau.

AS I stood on 
the Australian 
shore last month, 

I pondered the majesty of the 
Pacific but when I looked 
down, I couldn’t help but 
think of Rod Blagojevich. 

There at Rex Lookout 
in the Australian state of 
Queensland stood a plaque 
that once identified the 
politician who made the 
scenic overlook possible. 
But an acetylene torch had 
been used to melt away the 
name of that elected official. 
After 35 years of covering 
politics, I didn’t need a tour 
guide’s explanation to figure 
out what had happened.

Nonetheless, our guide 
informed us that the fellow 
whose name was obliterat-
ed was an Aussie pol who 
was mired in scandal in the 
1980s. His name was Martin 
Tenni. He didn’t go to prison 
but a number of his buddies 
did. Despite this, someone in 
power removed his name. 

This is a lousy practice.  
Take a walk on the Illinois 
Capitol’s second floor and 
you’ll see 42 portraits of the 
state’s chief executives. All 
but one of the state’s past 
governor’s stares out onto 
the marble hallway. At least 
three of the men represented 
there went to prison: George 
Ryan, Dan Walker and Otto 
Kerner. 

Others such as William 
Stratton and Len Small, 
were indicted but never con-
victed.  And more than likely 
there are others who should 
have gone to prison – but 
were never caught. And then 
there is Rod Blagojevich. He 
served eight years in prison 
on corruption charges and is 
the only Illinois governor to 
be removed from office. His 
portrait is the one missing 
from the statehouse.

Why? Shortly after re-
moving him from office, 
Illinois lawmakers passed 
a measure prohibiting the 
state from spending money 
to create a portrait for Bla-
go. So, portraits in the hall 
of governors skips from 
No. 39 to No. 41.  It’s as 
if Blagojevich never led 
the state for six years. His 
absence ignores that Illinois 
voters twice selected him as 
their leader. He did some 
bad things while he was 
governor, but he also did 
some good things. No one 
is all good or all bad. 

For the record, I wasn’t a 
fan of Blagojevich while he 
was in office. This column 
frequently criticized him. I 
never voted for him.  But 
denying him a place in the 
hall of governor’s is petty. 
Little is accomplished by 
scraping his name off of the 
state’s collective memory.

Please note there is a dif-
ference between honoring 
someone and acknowledg-
ing their role in history. I 
talked to Blagojevich about 
this recently.  He said he has 
had several potential donors 
approach him about paying 
for the creation of a portrait. 
But he said he is holding off. 

“The question is going 
to be what color my hair 
will be,” he said of his hel-
met-like mane that turned 
snow white during his pe-
riod of incarceration. Hair 
dye is not allowed in federal 
lockups. 

“Well, I don’t want the 
white hair. It was never 
black, by the way. It was sa-
ble brown, No. 47D. … I’m 
not pushing for it. It’s not a 
priority. It is true people have 
come up to me and offered 
to actually pay for it. And 
there will be a time when 
I think my portrait will be 
up there. I do believe there 
will be a time where I’ll be 
vindicated. I do believe there 
will be a time where the truth 
will be exposed on what was 
happening. And I think these 
things are happening now.”

Blagojevich’s archnem-
esis Mike Madigan faces 
corruption charges of his 
own.  Madigan, who led 
the Illinois House longer 
than any leader of any state 
legislative chamber in the 

history of the United States, 
also does not have a portrait 
hanging in the statehouse.

Even Paul Powell, the 
corrupt speaker who hid 
$800,000 in shoeboxes 
in his hotel closet, has a 
painting hanging in that 
building. Whether he is 
convicted or not, Madigan 
should be recognized as 
well. It’s about history, not 
canonization.  In the wake 
of the Commonwealth Ed-
ison scandal, lawmakers 
are scared voteless on the 
matter.  Over the years, I’ve 
taken family members and 
friends on tours of the state 
Capitol. When I walk by 
the paintings of governors, I 
point out the ones that went 
to prison – and the others 
who probably should have. 

I remember taking my 
then 19-year-old niece up 
into the balcony of the 
House and pointing out 
Powell’s portrait. I told of 
how his closet was full of 
ill-gotten loot and how he 
died of a heart attack in a 
Minnesota hotel room he 
was sharing with a woman 
not his wife.  As we walked 
away, I reached out and gave 
the frame a nudge. Some 
politicians just deserve to be 
remembered crooked. 

Scott Reeder can be 
reached at sreeder@illi-
noistimes.com.

OCFB’s Ron Kern: Looking at land prices

Scott Reeder: The memory of certain politicians
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LOCAL NEWS

OREGON  — The 
Oregon Lions Club held 
their popular annual 
drawdown at the VFW 
in Oregon on Thursday, 
Sept. 14. A large crowd 
of ticket holders gathered 
to enjoy a generous as-
sortment of sandwiches, 
snacks and desserts, com-
pliments of the Oregon 
Lions. 

Lion Dr. Carrie An-
derson and her daughter, 
Evelyn, drew the num-
bers, and Lion James 
Brown called them out. 
Lion Dr. Tom Champley, 
Lion Joanna Cermak and 
Lion Janet Champley kept 
track of the prizewinners.

A total of 17 cash 
prizes were awarded. 13 
ticket holders won $50 
each. Two ticket holders 
won $100 each. There 

was one $200 winner. The 
ticket holder of the very 
last number drawn won 
the grand prize of $1,000.

There was a second 
drawing for the 34 donat-
ed door prizes which were 
valued at over $2,500.

The Oregon Lions 
Club wishes to thank 
everyone who bought a 
ticket to our annual draw-
down, as well as the local 
merchants, organizations, 
clubs and individuals who 
donated the door prizes. It 
was a fun-filled evening!

One $100 winner was 
Mike Mc Laws. The $200 
winner was Rosemary 
Underwood. Two door 
prize winners were Erin 
Herrmann and Lion Carol 
Ohrn. The $1000 grand 
prize winners were Lions 
Tom and Jan Champley.

The Oregon Lions Club held their popular annual drawdown at the VFW in Oregon on Thursday, Sept. 14. A large crowd of ticket holders gathered to enjoy a generous 
assortment of sandwiches, snacks and desserts, compliments of the Oregon Lions. 

Oregon Lions Club announces drawdown winners

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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“I’d like to thank our 
friends and family who 
have been helping us along 
the way,” Gonzalez said. 
“We’ve been working ex-
tremely hard for the past 
year. There have been a 
lot of challenges, but we 
worked through it and 
collaborated together. I’m 
happy we’re here.”

Gonzalez thanked the 
City of Rochelle as well 
for its support over the 
past year. 

“I think it’s just a re-
flection of what a great 
community Rochelle is: 
Supportive, encouraging, 
motivating and loving,” 
Gonzalez said. “I could 
say so much more. We 
grew up here in Rochelle 
and after high school we 
moved to Arizona and got 
to explore different types 
of food which is something 
we’re incorporating here 
today in our menu. Grow-
ing up we moved around a 
lot. We lived in California 
and I Iived in Chicago 
for a time for school. We 
put all of our experiences 
together and we’re happy 
to share it with you all. I 
hope you enjoy it. I hope 
you all love it.”

The ribbon cutting was 
hosted by the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the City of Rochelle. 
Speakers included Cham-
ber Executive Director 
Tricia Herrera, Mayor 
John Bearrows and State 
Rep. Bradley Fritts. Her-
rera welcomed the fam-
ily to the chamber and 
business community and 
thanked them for choosing 
Rochelle to open their 
restaurant. 

“We love celebrating 
with new members,” Her-
rera said. “We love new 
businesses. We love to 

BARRIO: Ribbon cutting ceremony held for new restaurant

celebrate their enthusiasm 
and ideas and seeing the 
culmination of a dream. 
We have been very fortu-
nate to be involved with 
this for some time. They 
got the location and came 
and sat down with us and 
wanted to get started. 
We’re very proud to be 
involved since the be-
ginning of this idea with 
you guys. You guys have 
been wonderful. The com-

munity is really ready for 
this. They’re very excited 
about this. When you open 
a business, you can put 
it anywhere. And we are 
always grateful that you 
choose our location. Con-
gratulations and thank you 
for choosing Rochelle.”

Bearrows welcomed 
Barrio Agave on behalf 
of the city and said small 
businesses are “the back-
bone of the community.”

“We take great pride in 
the fact that we got through 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and didn’t lose any small 
businesses,” Bearrows 
said. “We worked with 
them as a partnership to 
keep them open. We’re 
thankful you’re here of-
fering yet another variety 
of ethnic foods for our 
community, which has 
a wide variety of ethnic 
folks that love to come 

out and enjoy and learn 
cultures. We’re just very 
thankful to have you here. 
Welcome to Rochelle.”

Gonzalez said that get-
ting the business ready to 
open over the past year 
was a family affair. 

“I’m super excited and 
proud of my family,” 
Gonzalez said. “My dad 
did all of the remodeling 
for us and did an awesome 
job. My sister has worked 

with me since day one 
on this. Our employees 
are already great and we 
appreciate them so much. 
Thank you all so much for 
being here. This is a huge 
accomplishment for us. 
It’s something we always 
wanted. As kids growing 
up we used to tell my mom 
that we needed our own 
restaurant and that one 
day we were going to do 
it. And here we are.”

On Sept. 15, a ribbon cutting ceremony was held for Barrio Agave, a new Mexican restaurant at 1310 N. 7th St. The restaurant officially 
opened Sept. 15 and is open 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 10 a.m. to midnight Fridays and Saturdays. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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BEST OF
2023 Best of Ogle County 

Voting has Ended

Look for the Winners’ Section 
in our Oct. 9th edition

BY GEORGE HOWE
CORRESPONDENT

POLO — A true heart 
of a champion can some-
times be measured by how 
well they come back from 
adversity. For the Polo 
varsity football team, like 
most programs, a perfect, 
unblemished season re-
cord, culminated by a 
state championship is the 
ultimate goal. 

After start ing the 
young season 2-0, with 
big wins over Peoria 
Heights 62-14, and Or-
angeville 50-6, that quest 
came to a crumbling halt 
when the number two-
ranked Marcos hosted 
the number-three Milled-
geville Missiles back on 
Sept. 8, as they suffered 
their worst loss ever in 
eight-man football 58-22. 
Last season’s I8FA and 
Sauk Valley Media Player 
of the Year, quarterback 
Brock Soltow shared the 
general sentiment of the 
team after the defeat. 

“Holy cow, they came 
in ready to go and caught 
us off guard,” Soltow 
said. 

See POLO page 10

Polo football bounces back following rare lopsided loss
Head coach Alston: ‘I’m very proud of the kids’ hard work and determination’

Polo’s Brock Soltow looks for a hole in a recent game. The Marcos recently bounced back from a rare lopsided loss with a comeback victory 
against Ridgewood – Cambridge.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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CO-TENANT WANTED!
1,000 SF - 4,500 SF OF OFFICE SPACE

Move-in Ready with Furniture!
211 IL-38, Rochelle, Illinois  26068

https://www.loopnet.com/Listiang/211-IL-38-Rochelle-IL/28326715/

Building Size: 12,150 SF
Year Built: 1985
Lot Size: 1.30 AC

Building Size: 12,150 SF
Year Built: 1985
Lot Size: 1.30 AC

https://www.loopnet.com/Listiang/211-IL-38-Rochelle-IL/28326715/

1,000 SF - 4,500 SF of Office Space
Co-Tenant Wanted!

(315) 935-3162
Email: brossi@bellcornerstone.com

BRIAN ROSSI
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IT was off the high-
school beat and on 
to Northern Illinois 

University football at Ne-
braska last week. Before 
getting into that experi-
ence, the amazing come-
back by Polo’s football 
team against Cambridge 
(Ridgewood) needs to be 
discussed.

Talk about the odds 
being stacked against you. 
Midway through the fourth 
quarter, the Marcos trailed 
by 16. They did manage 
a touchdown but missed 
the critical two-point con-
version.

Okay, they did manage 
another touchdown to 
pull with a couple points, 
but Cambridge recovered 
an onside kick and only 
needed to run the clock out. 
As I listened to the radio 
broadcast by Joe Merdian 
and John Glavin, they felt 
Polo had a one-percent 
chance to win.

Totally in agreement on 
those odds.

But, after running for a 
first down, a Ridgewood 
ball carrier fumbled, and 
the Marcos recovered.

All the Ridgewood play-
er needed to do is fall down 
after the first down and the 
game was over. Instead, 
the fortuitous bounce went 
Polo’s way and there was a 
chance to pull out a miracle 
win.

And, that’s what hap-
pened, as a hot-handed 
Carter Merdian found 
Noah Dewey for a long 
touchdown pass and Ridge-
wood had to just stand in 
stunned disbelief.

A totally unbelievable 
outcome, with Meridian 
going seven-for-seven in 
the fourth quarter with 218 
yards and four touchdowns. 
Brock Soltow caught the 
other three scores before 
Dewey’s grab. 

Bear in mind, this was 
against the No. 4 team in 
eight-man football, a team 
that controlled things until 
that final fateful fourth 
quarter. Somehow, the 
Marcos got it done and until 
another area team pulls off 
such a remarkable feat, this 
remains the comeback of 
the year.

Credit to play-by-play 
announcer Joe Merdian, 
Carter’s dad, for manag-
ing to contain his personal 
excitement for his son’s 
performance and instead 
go nuts over the total team 
effort. As a parent, that is 
hard to do with such a close 
emotional involvement 
with your own kids. Glavin 
did give Carter game MVP, 
though.

Compare what went on 
at Cambridge to what I saw 
at Memorial Stadium in 
Nebraska with 86,000 fans. 
I honestly think I would 
have enjoyed the eight-man 

Two kinds of football
game more.

With the transfer portal, 
NIL deals, conference 
realignments, exorbitant 
coaching salaries and sky-
rocketing TV deals, college 
football has never been 
more out of control. At the 
same time, it is as popular 
as ever.

The once-proud Nebras-
ka team has been down for 
several years. Don’t tell that 
to rabid fans who show up 
in masses to watch their 
beloved team.

I really believe there is 
an indoctrination process 
that occurs when students 
go off to a big-time foot-
ball school like Nebraska. 
Watching the band march 
down the streets leading 
up to the stadium, I could 
see it in their eyes, a sort of 
blind allegiance.

By the way, bands don’t 
get enough credit for what 
they bring to the total 
grid experience. Playing 
football in high school, I 
never appreciated what our 
very talented 216-member 
band did.

My ego told me it was 
all about the game itself, 
not pregame or halftime 
entertainment. How wrong 
I was, but thankfully I’ve 
come to respect bands 
everywhere.

In fact, I wish college 
halftime performances 
were televised instead of 
showing football updates.

As an NIU alum, I had 
a rooting interest in the 
Huskies over Nebraska, but 
never got into the game as 
much as I do when I watch 
an area high school game.

Maybe those of us from 
lower-level college teams 
like NIU don’t feel that 
indoctrination process as 
much. In college football, 
there are certainly the haves 
and have-nots.

Admittedly, I  did 
catch NIU football fever 
in 2013 when the Hus-
kies went to the Orange 
Bowl and became one of 
the haves for a season. 
It’s intoxicating, and that 
glory is the reason schools 
sell their soul to TV (who 
now control college foot-
ball) to reach the big time. 

The trade-off as that TV 
viewers being subject to a 
non-stop barrage of com-
mercials in a game.

Games that used to be 
done in less than three 
hours now last up to four 
hours because of excessive 
advertising. It ruins the 
flow of the game and bores 
us to death.

Looking at the Nebraska 
game program, you’d be 
shocked at the number of 
support staff that a football 
team uses now. It’s an ob-
scene use of resources for 
what should be a simple 
game.

College football has be-
come an unleashed monster 
on the loose and we still like 
it. That is the power that 
many feel is the greatest 
game ever invented.

Football is special, but 
give me a seat at Cambridge 
to watch lowly eight-man 
instead of one to watch the 
Cornhuskers and Huskies.

Andy Colbert is a long-
time Ogle County resident 
with years of experience 
covering sports and more 
for multiple area publi-
cations. 

Oregon volleyball falls 
to Rockford Christian

On Sept. 14 at home, 
the Oregon varsity girls 
volleyball team fell to 
Rockford Christian 20-25, 
13-25. The Hawks were 
led by Kenna Wubbena 
(six digs, seven kills), 
Lexi Ebert (seven digs, 
10 assists, one block) 
and Madi Shaffer (seven 
digs, two assists, one ace). 
The loss dropped Oregon 
to 4-7 (0-1 conference). 
Rockford Christian also 
prevailed in the junior 
varsity (25-18, 14-25, 27-
25) and fresh-soph (25-19, 
25-12) matches. 

Oregon boys golf falls 
to Rockford Christian 

On Sept. 15 at Silver 
Ridge Golf Course, the 
Oregon varsity boys golf 
team fell to Rockford 
Christian 167-190. The 
Hawks were led by Kylar 
Early (46), Nole Campos 
(46), Jackson Messenger 
(49) and Dom Terlikowski 
(49). The loss dropped 
Oregon to 9-3 (4-3 con-
ference). 

Oregon girls golf de-
feats Rockford Christian

On Sept. 15 at Silver 
Ridge Golf Course, the 
Oregon varsity girls golf 
team defeated Rockford 
Christian 227-238. The 
Hawks were led by Sarah 
Eckardt (54), Aniyah Sarv-
er (54), Toni Withers (56) 
and Emma Schlitchmann 
(63). The win raised Or-
egon’s record to 7-2 (4-2 
conference). 

County schools com-
pete at 2023 Wessels 
Invitational 

Ogle County boys var-
sity golf teams recently 
competed in the 2023 
Wessels Invitational on 
Sept. 16. Byron took first 
place with a 316, Forreston 
took third with a 340, Ore-
gon took fourth with a 370 

and Polo took eighth with a 
546. Byron was led by Ma-
son Brandt (75) and Aaron 
Lorenz (77). Forreston was 
led by Kaden Brown (79, 
Kendall Erdmann (85) and 
Daylen Rahn (85). Oregon 
was led by Nole Campos 
(87), Logan Sarver (93) 
and Dom Terlikowski (93). 
Polo was led by Aiden 
Messer (115) and Caleb 
Sutton (115). 

Byron football defeats 
North Boone 69-0

On Sept. 15, the By-
ron varsity football team 
defeated North Boone 
69-0. The Tigers ran for 
467 yards on the ground. 
Dillon Shank (104 yards, 
one touchdown) and Ca-
den Considine (90 yards, 
two touchdowns. The 
win raised Byron’s record 
to 4-0. 

Oregon boys golf de-
feats Galena, Polo

The Oregon varsity 
boys golf team (173) re-
cently defeated Polo (275) 
and Galena (104) in a 
match at Silver Ridge Golf 
Course on Sept. 18. The 
Hawks were led by Nole 
Campos (42), Kylar Early 
(44), Jackson Messenger 
(44) and Dom Terlikowski 
(43). The Marcos were led 
by Jackson Willis (49), 
Caleb Sutton (72) and 
Aiden Messer (55). The 
win raised Oregon’s record 
to 11-3 (4-3 conference) 
and Polo fell to 4-15 (2-11 
conference). 

Oregon and Polo girls 
golf fall to Galena

On Sept. 18, the Oregon 
(223) and Polo (318) girls 
varsity golf teams were 
defeated by Galena (219) 
in a match at Silver Ridge 
Golf Course. Oregon was 
led by Sarah Eckardt (49), 
Toni Withers (56), Mya 
Engelkes (58) and Hai-
ley-Jane Becker (60). Polo 
was led by Avery Faivre 

(56) and Olivia Schmidt 
(64). The loss dropped 
Oregon’s record to 12-1 
(5-2 conference). 

Oregon boys soccer 
defeats Pecatonica

On Sept. 18, the Ore-
gon varsity boys soccer 
team defeated Pecatonica 
4-1. Oregon’s goals were 
scored by Leo Cardenas, 
Gavin Morrow, Keaton 
Salsbury and Deryk With-
ers. Cardenas, Morrow and 
Salsbury also recorded 
assists. Danny Chisamore 
recorded eight saves in 
goal for Oregon. The win 
raised Oregon’s record to 
6-9-1 (2-4 conference). 

Oregon boys soccer 
falls to Faith Christian

On Sept. 19, the Oregon 
varsity boys soccer team 
fell to Faith Christian 6-2. 
Gavin Morrow scored 
two goals for the Hawks 
and assists were record-
ed by Keaton Salsbury 
and Leo Cardenas. Dylan 
Vegliando had five saves 
for Oregon in goal and 
Deryk Withers had three 
saves. The loss dropped 
Oregon’s record to 6-10-1 
(2-4 conference). 

Oregon girls volley-
ball defeats North Boone

On Sept. 19, the Ore-
gon varsity girls volley-
ball team defeated North 
Boone 25-12, 25-22. The 
Hawks were led by Kenna 
Wubbena (nine digs and 
nine attacks), Madi Shaffer 
(three aces, 15 digs and 
two assists) and Lexi Ebert 
(12 assists, two digs and 
one ace. The win raised 
Oregon’s record to 8-7-2 
(1-1 conference). North 
Boone won the junior 
varsity game 25-18, 25-13. 
Oregon won the fresh-soph 
game 25-18, 25-17. 

Byron boys golf de-
feats Oregon

See SPORTS page 3

OGLE COUNTY SPORTS
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LOCAL NEWS
Bertolet Library News

Mount Morris Library News

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
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-0
13

99
9

09252023

Raspberries & 
Elderberries

• Pesticide Free
• Irrigated Plants
• Order or self-pick
• Late August through first 

frost!

Stillman Valley 
Nursery

9979 N Kishwaukee Rd
Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8113 08282023

Bar and Kitchen Open at 4PM
Carry out and kitchen are open:  

Monday 4pm-7pm, Wednesday 4pm-8pm & Friday 4pm-8pm

Fish, chicken and shrimp  
carry out on Fridays! 
BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm

Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

08
22

20
22

Game machines open Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday 4-Close

From page 2

On Sept. 19 at Prai-
rieview Golf Course, the 
Byron varsity boys golf 
team defeated Oregon 
153-191. The Tigers were 
led by Ryan Tucker (36), 
Mason Brandt (37), Aaron 
Lorenz (40) and Davis Bak-
er (40). The Hawks were 
led by Dom Terlikowski 
(44), Nole Campos (48), 
Logan Sarver (49) and 
Kylar Early (50). The win 
increased Byron’s record 
to 8-0 (8-0 conference). 
The loss dropped Oregon 
to 10-4 (4-4 conference). 

Byron girls golf defeats 
Oregon

On Sept. 19 at Prai-
rieview Golf Course, the 
Byron varsity girls golf 
team defeated Oregon 
197-215. The Tigers were 
led by Abby Baker (44), 
Alana Brandt (49), Jayden 
Palzkill (52) and Taylor 

Lenz (52). The Hawks 
were led by Aniyah Sarver 
(50), Sarah Eckardt (51), 
Emma Schlitchmann (56) 

and Hailey-Jane Becker 
(58). The loss dropped Or-
egon’s record to 10-3 (5-3 
conference). 

Y O U T H  P R O -
GRAMS

Fall Story Time
Thursdays at 10:00 

AM Join Miss Stacey 
for fun stories for your 
toddlers and preschoolers!

BINGO
Monday,  October 

23rd, 5:00 PM BINGO is 
back!  Join us for a variety 
of free, fun BINGO lay-
outs, including a goalpost 
round for football season.  
A choice of prizes for all 
ages will be available for 
the winner of each round.

ADULT PROGRAMS
Coffee With the Sher-

iff
Saturday, September 

30th, 10:00 AM Come 
have a cup of coffee with 
our Ogle County Sheriff, 
Brian VanVickle.  Sheriff 
VanVickle will be here 
to chat and answer any 
questions about how his 
department keeps Ogle 
County safe for you and 
your family.  Coffee and re-
freshments will be served.

September Book of 
the Month

The Children’s Bliz-
zard by Melanie Benjamin 
is a novel based on actual 
stories from the blizzard 
on January 12, 1888 that 
caused hundreds of deaths 
across the Great Plains.  
Raina and Gerda are sisters 
and teachers and both must 
live with the consequences 
of their decisions during 
the storm.  An emotional 
story of survival and death 
and a testament to the re-
silience of the immigrants 
who moved to the region 
at that time.  Stop by the 

circulation desk and pick 
up your copy today begin-
ning September 5th.

September Take & 
Make Craft

Welcome in fall with 
your choice of a suncatch-
er.  Stop by the circulation 
desk to pick up your kit 
while supplies last begin-
ning September 6th.

Create-a-Card
Saturday, October 21st, 

9:00 AM Stop in for our 
last official card making 
session for the season.  
Card supplies will be 

available and refreshments 
will be served to show 
our appreciation for Jes-
sie’s dedication.  We will 
resume in the spring, but 
supplies will be available 
year round for independent 
access. 

Plastic Recycling
We ask that you make 

sure plastic is clean with 
no debris in the dona-
tion.  *No animal feed 
bags are allowed* Also 
please remove any zip-
loc-type seals and paper/
sticker labels. Thank you 

for your cooperation.
NEW RELEASES
Adult Books
23 1/2 Lies by James 

Patterson
Finding Us by Tracie 

Peterson
Chapter Book
Rewind by Lisa Graff
Picture Book
We Are Honest by 

Dwayne Hicks
Blue’s Clues Farm 

Friends by Mei Nakamura
DVD
The Super Mario Broth-

ers Movie

Creative Studio Open 
Our Creative Studio is 
now open to the pub-
lic! During staffed open 
hours, adults may come 
into the maker space area 
for projects. Crafts out 
on the tables are free of 
charge, while some other 
projects will incur a cost 
depending on materials. 
Middle school and high 
school youth can use some 
of the materials while with 
an adult, or during Teen 
Time.  Visit our website 

at www.byronlibrary.org/
creativestudio to view 
studio hours and a list of 
available equipment.  If 
you have any questions 
about the projects avail-
able or prices, contact 
Cathy at cathyr@byron-
library.org

C h e c k  o u t 
O u r  M o b i l e  A p p 
Did you know that there 
is an easy way to use 
the library from your 
phone?  Just download 
the PrairieCat app to your 

phone or mobile device 
and log in with your 
library card number and 
PIN!  You’ll be able to 
view your checkouts and 
holds, renew renewable 
materials, and search the 
library catalog.  There’s 
even a digital copy of your 
library card!

StoryWalks at the 
Byron Forest Preserve 
StoryWalks® are up at 
the Byron Forest Preserve 
for another season! Stroll 
the 1/2-mile Indigo Trail 

while reading «Creepy 
Pair of Underwear” by 
Aaron Reynolds, or read 
“That Pup!” by Lindsay 
Barrett George while 
walking to the Heritage 
Farm Museum.  The 
StoryWalk® is a joint 
project of the Byron 
Public Library and the 
Byron Forest Preserve.  
The StoryWalk® Project 
was created by Anne 
Ferguson of Montpelier, 
VT and  deve loped 
in collaboration with 

the Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library. StoryWalk® is 
a registered service mark 
owned by Ms. Ferguson.

Curbside Delivery 
The library is open for 
browsing, but patrons 
can still use our curbside 
service!  Place your holds 
online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-
5107.  Not sure what you 
want?  Call us for help!  
We will call or email you 
with a confirmation when 
your holds are ready to be 

picked up.  Call us when 
you arrive at the library, 
and we will bring your 
items out to you, already 
checked out.  A receipt 
with your due dates will be 
included with your items.  

Visit the Byron Library 
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters at 
byronlibrary.org, to keep 
up to date on library news 
and programs!  Be sure to 
also check out the Byron 
Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

Book sale September 
23rd through October 
13th!

It’s time to use those 
gift certificates you earned 
from Summer Reading 
Program-Our annual book 
sale will start on Septem-
ber 23rd!  All sales will be 
by donation.  Nothing will 
be priced.  We would like 
to thank the high school 
for sending students to 
help with the heavy lifting 

in preparation for the sale.
Story Time!
Mrs. Donna will be 

reading books and chil-
dren will create a craft this 
Wednesday, 9/20. Story 
time is every Wednesday 
@11:15, bring your little 
ones to enjoy stories and a 
craft at the Mount Morris 
Library! 

Axis360 is changing to 
BOUNDLESS

Your library’s Axis 

360 digital service will 
be upgraded to Boundless 
in September 2023. The 
library can provide you 
with information about 
the date of the transition 
to Boundless. All your 
user info and history, 
including holds position, 
bookmarks, notes, and 
other saved data will be 
seamlessly transitioned 
to the new Boundless 
platform. Please make 

sure that you have updat-
ed to the latest version of 
the Axis 360 app on your 
devices. Beginning a few 
weeks before the library’s 
Boundless transition, Axis 
360 users will be directly 
notified about the transi-
tion through the Axis 360 
apps and website.

Adult Book Club
The September book 

is “No Time Like The 
Future” by Michael J. 

Fox.  Everyone is wel-
come to join this book 
club group! Copies of 
the book are available at 
the library.   This group 
will meet in-person on 
Monday, September 25th 
at the library.  

Cookbook Club! Next 
Meeting October 3rd!

Join us as we explore 
The Cookbook Club! 
Wonderful recipes com-
bined with friendship 

creates something both 
beautiful and delicious! 
Stop by to choose your 
recipe from this month’s 
book, Baking Yesteryear, 
by B. Dylan Hollis and 
bring your dish to pass 
at our next meeting! Join 
us on the first Tuesday 
each month, 6pm at The 
Senior Center for another 
exciting meal!

See page 6

Byron Public Library News

The Byron Library’s first teen sewing workshop was sew great! Six youth committed to three mornings of learning how to use a sewing machine in early August under 
the tutelage of our sewing expert Beth. By the end of the workshop, they had created a cloth bookmark and a small pouch for treasures. Teens created tie-dye shirts at 
the end of the summer at the Byron Library- with colorful results that they could wear!

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Auto Repair

Tony Kurzac
107 E. Washington St.

Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair

Lowest Price Around

CABINETS CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

Concrete

CONCRETE

•• Driveways
•• Walkways
•• Patios
•• Floors
•• Decorative
•• Resealing

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
815-202-8787
jerry@yoderconcrete.us

Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

Gutters HAIR CARE

HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE

PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE TREE SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL

GARAGE DOORS

AUTO REPAIR

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

Asphalt

STRIPING • REPAIRS • HAND-APPLIED SEALER/NO SPRAYING
PROMPT • RELIABLE • REASONABLE • Free Estimates

Still family owned & operated - Nate Tilbury

Sealawin.com • Sealawin@yahoo.com
Byron (815) 234-SEAL(7325)

Accredited 
Business

TREE SERVICE
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the 
day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 through 
Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies 
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In person Bible 
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice 
monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church 
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays 
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard Rosinski. 
Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: May – August   
Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – April  Sat. 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 
pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.
org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683. 
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each 
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please 
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more 
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor John Trotter 8:00am Sunday School
815-973-5981 9:00am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. – Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship 
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. – May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054
815-734-4853   secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573

Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 

Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday 
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir Wednesday 

6:00 PM; 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at  10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) meet 
weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet 
on Wednesdays. 
Thursday morning Women’s Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. • 
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUMC@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL  Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.” 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; Sunday Evening 
Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation & 
Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun 
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because 
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons. 
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon • 
732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 10:30 
mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging 
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks & 
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM 
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational 
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL  61064 •  Tel:815-946-3212 
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumcpolo.com • facebook.com/Faithumcpolo

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 9:30 am. 
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

WHEELS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Storytime at the Li-
brary

Join us at the library, 
every Wednesday at 10 
a.m., for songs, stories and 
crafts! Ages 2-5. Space is 
limited: call to register: 
815-645-8611.

Tween Scene: Hallow-
een Trivia

Join your friends and 
enjoy some spooky snacks 
while testing your knowl-
edge of all things fall and 
Halloween, from tasty 
to terrifying! Costumes 
welcome and encouraged. 
Tuesday, October 3, at 6 
p.m. Ages 10-12. Regis-
tration required: 815-645-
8611.

Toddler Time: Fall 
Sensory Bins

Indulge your little one’s 
curiosity with a hands-on 
event just for them. Join us 
for some tactile play using 
a variety of sensory bins 
with a fun fall twist! Friday, 
October, 6 at 10 a.m. Ages 
1-4. Registration required: 
815-645-8611. 

Fun Day Monday: 
Pumpkin Decorating

School’s out for the day! 
Head to the library for some 
creative play. Bring your 
own pumpkin and use our 
craft supplies to transform it 
into something silly, spooky 
or boo-tiful. Monday, Oc-
tober 9, 1 p.m. Ages 5-9. 
Call the library to register: 
815-645-8611.

The Haunted Page 
with William Pack

Award winning magi-
cian and storyteller, Wil-
liam Pack, returns for a fun 
and spooky evening of per-
formance and storytelling. 
Experience spine-tingling 
magic and spellbinding 
stories inspired by Edgar 
Allen Poe, Mary Shelley, 
Bram Stoker, M.R. James 
and Shirley Jackson. Thurs-
day, October 12, 6:30 p.m. 
Registration required: 815-
645-8611.

Life Through the Lens 
of Kodak

By 1895, Eastman Ko-
dak was producing 90% of 

all the film in the world, His 
little yellow box could be 
found in stores from Cal-
ifornia, to Russia, France, 
Egypt and beyond. In this 
Zoom presentation, histo-
rian RJ Lindsey portrays 
George Eastman, founder 
of the Eastman Kodak 
Company, and explains the 
events that changed his life 
and the world of photogra-
phy forever. Monday, Oc-
tober 23, 6:30 p.m. Email 
Joanna at jkluever@mail.
meridian223.org to register 
for this Zoom program. 

Teens: Haunted Gin-
gerbread Houses

Just like Jack the Pump-
kin King, we’re taking a 
Christmas tradition and 
twisting it to spooky per-
fection this Halloween. 
Join Kelly in the library, at 
3 p.m. Thursday, October 
26, to make some grue-
some haunted houses out 
of gingerbread and candy. 
All supplies provided. 
Ages 13-18. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Julia Hull District Library News

A swashbuckling good time was had by all last week at Julia Hull District Library’s 
Pirate Party. Party goers had a pirate scavenger hunt, played pirate bowling and 
even made their own hats. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Weekly Brain Busters

From page 3

Ink with a Friend: 
Card Making at the 
Library

Fall is a great time to 
make some lovely home-
made cards to send to 
family and friends. We will 
be offering a card-making 
class from local crafter, 
Liz Gullett. She will be 
here on Thursday, October 
12th from 5-7! You will get 
all the materials to make 
four beautiful cards to 
take home. Stop by to see 
the samples, fees are by 
donation. Registration is 
limited so call the library 
or stop by to save your spot 
before October 5th!

Lego Club
Our next Lego night is 

Thursday, October 19th, 
from 6:00 – 6:45pm. Bring 
a friend and build some 
fun with Lego bricks! All 
children and parents are 
invited every third Thurs-
day of the month. Children 
under 8 need to bring a 
parent with them.

Memorial Gifts
Give a gift that lasts, 

brings joy to many, and 
doubles in value. Your 
memorial gift to the library 
is matched by the Mt. Mor-
ris Library Foundation, 
doubling your generosity! 
Many thanks to all who 
gave memorial gifts in 
2023.

Display Case Show-
ings

We have 2 great display 
case showings this month! 

Come visit our display 
of dolls from around the 
world! This collection was 
donated to the library and 
we are so excited to share 
it with everyone! We will 
also have a display case of 
Mount Morris Memora-
bilia on loan from Lenny 
and Barbara Wells. Come 
see all of these historical 
collections! We are always 
looking for collectors or 
artists who are willing to 
share their treasures in 
our display cases.  If you 
are interested, please call, 
815-734-4927. 

Newspaper Available!
We will now be receiv-

ing the Dixon Telegraph 
daily! We receive the Ogle 
County Life, Sauk Valley, 
and Mt. Morris Times. If 

you want to keep up with 
the local news-stop on by!

Explore More Illinois 
Explore More Illinois 

users can access and re-
serve passes from any of 
our attractions on their 
participating library’s 
website. Explore More 
Illinois is easy to use with 
your library card.  Visit 
the library’s website to 
browse attractions.  You 
can find the information 
on our website, www.
mtmorris-il.org under the 
resources page.

Adult Programming
We are trying to get back 

into the swing of offering 
monthly programs for 
adults.  We would love to 
hear from you.  Do eve-
nings or weekends work 

better?  Do you have any 
program ideas?  Do you 
have a program you would 
like to share?  Contact 
Mary Cheatwood at the 
library through email at 
mmlib@mtmorris-il.org 
or call 815-734-4927.

Curbside Service is 
available!

We want to remind ev-
eryone that you still have 
the option of having your 
materials delivered to your 
vehicle.  If you have holds 
waiting for you, call us to 
tell us you are on your way, 
and we will bring them out 
to your vehicle when you 
arrive.  Call us if you need 
more information.

Additional Services 
Offered

We make copies ($0.25 

per black and white page). 
We fax ($2 for the first 
page and $0.50 each addi-
tional page). We can scan 
a document and send it to 
email ($2 per document). 
You can use a computer 
without a library card for 
$1.00. Resume software is 
available on our comput-
ers.  Come visit us and let 
us help you!

Monthly board meet-
ings are the third Wednes-
day of the month at 7pm 
at the library unless oth-
erwise noted.  The public 
is welcome to attend. The 
Mount Morris Public Li-
brary is located at 105 S. 
McKendrie Ave. Mt. Mor-
ris IL 61054 – 815-734-
4927 Fax-815-734-6035 
www.mtmorris-il.org

Fall Friday Park 
Hikes   

Oregon has three state 
parks and one state forest 
all within a fifteen minute 
drive.  Enjoy a guided eve-
ning hike with a relaxed, 
adult-only group.  Hikes 
will take place on Septem-
ber 8th, September 22nd, 
and October 6th, and will 
begin at 5:00 PM.  Expect 

each hike to last roughly 
1.5 hours and cover up 
to 2 miles.  Registration 
is $2R/$3NR.  Deadline 
to register is the Tues-
day before the hike, and 
participants will receive 
an email on Wednesday 
with the meeting location, 
as exact meeting spots 
will be determined based 
on participation and trail 

conditions.  Maximum of 
16 people per hike.

Sweet Spooky Friday 
the 13th.

Nothing beats a sweet 
treat before Halloween.  
Join us at Cork & Tap for 
a cookie decorating class 
so good it’s scary.  Brooke 
Cox of Aunt B’s Baking 
will teach us her favorite 
decorating techniques and 

guide you through perfect-
ly decorating 4 Halloween 
sugar cookies.  The only 
question is if it is more 
fun to eat the cookies or 
to decorate them.  Per-
fect for a spooky ladies 
night out with costumes 
welcome.  Class takes 
place from 6:30-8:00PM 
Friday October 13th at 
Cork & Tap.  Registration 

is $48R/$58NR, deadline 
October 6th.  

Butternut Squash La-
sagna

Lasagna is a perfect 
full family meal for the 
fall season, and butternut 
squash adds even more fla-
vor.  Join Lynn Kaufman 
of Lynnie’s Kitchen on 
Thursday October 26th at 
6:00PM at Cork & Tap for 

a fun and flavorful cooking 
class.  Lynn will supply all 
ingredients and instruc-
tion, and participants can 
come with some dishes 
and supplies from home 
and leave with a com-
pleted dish ready to take 
home and bake.  Gluten 
free option available!  

See page 7

OPD Weekly Happenings
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LOCAL NEWS

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

From page 6

R e g i s t r a t i o n  i s 
$38R/$45NR, and the 
Deadline to Register is 
October 19th.  A full sup-
ply list will be sent to 
participants by email after 
registration closes.   

Halloween StoryWalk 
Trail

The Park District in-
vites families to join us 
this year for an outdoor 
Halloween event at Park 
West.  Enjoy the Sto-
ryWalk Trail, reading a 
Halloween story and par-
ticipating in a few activi-
ties between pages.  This 
year’s book is Halloween 
is Coming, written by Cal 
Everett and illustrated by 
Lenny Wen.  After the 
story, families will ride 
through the prairie to a 
pumpkin patch, and all 
children can enjoy making 
a spooky luminary craft. 
You are welcome to wear 
your costume and get your 
family photo taken.  Dress 
the weather.  Although 
this is a free event, each 
child ages 2-12 must be 
registered.  The trail and 
playground are accessible.  
The ride to the prairie 
to pick out a pumpkin 
is not wheelchair acces-
sible, however a paved 
trail leads to the prairie.  
Families can register for 
an arrival time between 
1:30 and 5:30, Deadline 
to register is October 7th.  

Howl-O-Ween Ca-
nine Costume Contest

Come to the Park West 
bandshell on Wednesday 
October 25th  at 4:00 PM 
to watch your favorite 
canine companions com-
pete for best dressed this 
Halloween season.  Each 
contestant will be able to 
do a “runway walk” across 
the bandshell to show off 
their costume and will 
even be able to pick their 
own song to walk to.  All 

dogs must be vaccinated 
for rabies, remain on a 
leash, and be accompanied 
by an adult to compete in 
the contest.  Families can 
also get posed pictures 
with their dog.  Registra-
tion is $5R/$6NR and the 
deadline is October 11th.

Owl-O-Ween Night-
walk

Lutheran Outdoor Min-
istries Center has invited 
us to explore the forest for 
an evening of the real-life 
birds that have proba-
bly inspired many ghost 
stories.  We will meet at 
LOMC Friday October 
27th at 6:30 PM for a short 
educational program on 
owls in Northern Illinois, 
then a hike to listen for 
wild owls.  Please dress 
for the weather and be 
prepared to walk roughly 
1.5 miles.  Registrations 
are free but required as we 
will be guests on LOMC 
property.  Deadline to 
Register is October 23rd.  

Zombies VS Humans 
Jr High Game Night

Zombies Vs Humans is 
the perfect game for Hal-
loween weekend.  Kids 
in grades 6-8 can come 
to Park West on Saturday 
October 28th to com-
plete a fun team survival 
challenge while fighting 
zombies.  Game night will 
run from 6:30-8:30 PM, 
and will feature prizes for 
winning teams.  Players 
can request to be on a team 
with friends, otherwise 
teams will be randomly 
selected.  Registration 
is $5R/$6NR, and the 
deadline for registration 
is October 21st.  

Pre K- 1st Grade Bas-
ketball

Players, aged 4-7,  will 
be given the opportunity 
to improve their skills in 
a positive environment.  
These co-ed programs are 
held on Saturdays at Nash, 
with each team meeting 

for an hour.  Each Saturday 
teams will meet for 1 hour, 
starting with practicing 
fundamental basketball 
skills, followed by a game.  
If you are interested in 
coaching, please email 
lesley@oregonpark.org.

Fee includes Jr NBA 
basketball jersey. Season 
run October 21st through 
November 11th.  Reg-
istration $50/ $60NR. 
Deadline September 26th. 

2nd-5th Grade Basket-
ball Girls and Boys

Boys and Girls will 
be given the opportunity 
to improve their skills in 
a positive environment.  
Practices are held during 
the week at Nash Recre-
ation Center or Oregon 
Elementary.  Games are 
played on Saturday at 
Nash Recreation Center or 
Byron Park District.  If you 
are interested in coaching 
please contact Lesley at 
lesley@oregonpark.org.  
Head Coaches will set 
practice times. Practices 
are scheduled to start the 
first week in November 
with games in December 
and January.  Deadline 
for registration is October 
18th. Fee $70/ $84NR.

Nerf Fun for Every-
one! 

The park district has 
planned three Nerf events 
for people of all ages.  
Each event will feature tar-
get shooting and capture 
the flag as well as all out 
free for all war.  Everyone 
who registers will need 
their own gun (no rival 
series guns) and safety 
glasses.  The park district 
will provide the bullets.  
Cost for each event is 
$5/$6 NR and everyone 
who attends must register.  
Nerf Night for kids is on 
October 26, and deadline 
to register is 10/20.  Grown 
up Nerf Night is Novem-
ber 3, and deadline to 
register is 10/27.  Family 

Nerf Night is November 
17, and deadline to register 
is 11/10.

No School Events
There is no school on 

October 6.  Kids aged 5-12 
can come spend the day at 
Nash.  We will have fun ac-
tivities, swim, make crafts 
and have McDonalds for 
lunch.  Cost for the day is 
$40/48 NR and registra-
tion deadline is 9/29.

Indigenous Peoples 
Day is October 9.  Kids 
aged K-6th grade can join 
us at Taft campus for a fun 
day all about migration.  
Campers will learn about 
where hummingbirds and 
monarchs go in the win-
ter and experience what 
migration is like.  This 
event is outside all day and 
includes a delicious lunch.  
Campers will need to dress 
for the weather and wear 
closed-toed shoes.  Cost 
for the day is $25/30NR 
and registration deadline 
is 10/2.

Winter Break Camp 
is back at Nash.  We will 
spend time making crafts, 
swimming, going on field 
trips and having active 
play time.  This program is 
for kids aged 5-12.  Week 
one is December 27-29 
and includes a field trip to 
DuPage Children’s Muse-
um in Naperville on 12/28.  

Cost is $120/$144NR 
and registration deadline 
is 12/14.  Week two is 
January 3-5 and includes 
a field trip to the Discovery 
Center in Rockford on 1/4.  
Cost is $120/$144 NR and 
registration deadline for 
week 2 is 12/27.

Toddler Drop in and 
Play

This popular event 
from last spring is back.  
Bring your child aged 0-5 
to Nash to play and meet 
friends in the River Room 
at Nash on Fridays from 
9 AM to Noon.  Cost will 
be free for passholders 
and only the daily fee for 
others.  Children under 5 
are free.  Children must be 
accompanied by an adult 
who remains in the River 
Room the entire time.  This 
program runs from 9/8/23 
through 5/17/24.

Wednesday After-
noon Crafting Classes

Our popular monthly 
crafting classes for kids 
aged 5-12 are back for the 
spring.  Our first class will 
be on September 27 from 
2:30 pm -3:30 pm when 
we will be making Back 
to School Emoji Crafts.  
Participants will make 
an emoji stress ball and 
an emoji magnet for their 
locker.  Deadline to sign 
up is September 20 and 

the cost is $3/$4NR.
On October 25 we 

will be doing pumpkin 
crafts including painting 
a pumpkin to resemble a 
donut. This class is for kids 
aged 5-12 and takes place 
on October 25 from 2:30 
pm to 3:30 pm.  The cost 
is $3/$4NR and deadline 
to sign up is October 18.

Gingerbread Work-
shop

It is time again for 
our annual Gingerbread 
Workshop.  Join us on 
November 29 from 2:30-
3:30 to make and decorate 
a gingerbread house.  Each 
registration includes one 
house kit.  WE will have 
extra candy to make you 
house extra sweet.  Also 
included is crafting a 
clothespin reindeer orna-
ment.  Focus on making 
memories and leave the 
mess behind.  This event 
is for all ages and the cost 
is $3/$4 NR and deadline 
to sign up is November 22.

Open Volleyball Gym
Thursdays from 3:30-

5:30pm starting October 
5th at Nash Recreation 
Center. Continue to devel-
op your volleyball skills 
with a new weekly open 
gym at Nash Recreation 
Center.  

See page 10
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on Septem-
ber 1, 2023 a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
Worley Wreath Bou-
tique
330 Prairie Trl
Stillman Valley, IL 
61084
Dated September 1, 
2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0911
(Sept. 11, 18 and 25, 
2023)

NOTICE
Pursuant to the Illinois 
Self Storage Lien Act, 
Gesin Rentals makes 
notice of sale of con-
tents of storage unit for 
rent and other charges 
incurred for the storage 
of personal property.  
Due to failure to pay 
the rent, Gesin Rent-
als is enforcing its lien 
and intends to sell or 
otherwise dispose of 
the personal property 
of Sandra Parks locat-
ed in Unit 31 at 207 N 
McKendrie Ave. in Mt. 

Morris. In-person view-
ings and final offers 
accepted between 3:00 
pm – 4:00 on Friday, 
September 29th, 2023. 
For additional informa-
tion or to make an offer, 
contact Gesin Rentals 
at 815-734-4716 or 
gesincompanies@hot-
mail.com. 
No. 0920
(Sept. 18 and 25, 2023)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15th 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF OGLE

In the Matter of the Es-
tate of 
WALTER MAURICE 
ROSE, 2023-PR-048 
Deceased. 
NOTICE FOR PUBLI-
CATION – CLAIMS 
Notice is given of the 
death of Walter Maurice 
Rose, whose address 
was 3716 W. Lightsville 
Road, Leaf River, IL 
61047.  Letters of office 
were issued on Septem-
ber 8, 2023, to Kathy A. 
Rose whose address 
is 3716 W. Lightsville 
Road, Leaf River, IL 
61047, as Indepen-
dent Executor, whose 
attorney is Amanda J. 
Martinez, The Law Of-
fice of Amanda Adams 
Martinez LLC, 5732 E. 
Riverside Blvd., #201, 
Loves Park, IL 61111. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without 
Court Supervision, un-

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
WHITE ROCK TOWNSHIP

ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR  1 APRIL, 2022 THROUGH 31 MARCH, 2023

Ammended 9/14/2023

SUPERVISORS FUND-REVENUE SUMMARY
Property Taxes- $94,493; Property Replacement Taxes- $26,111.; Interest- $1,080; 
Miscellaneous- $407;
TOTAL REVENUE- $122,091 
SUPERVISORS FUND, COMPENSATION SUMMARY
Range: Under-($25,000)- Tom Smith, Jim Milligan, Lorraine Hubbard,  & Dennis Probasco, Tim Reints,  
Jamie Herring,.... $25,000 to $49,999- Heath Strohman, 
 TOTAL COMPENSATION; $54,491
SUPERVISOR FUND EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
IRS Taxes- $12,059; IL. Dept. of Revenue- $2,409; Toirma- 2,551; Accounting Services- 1,000; Capitol 
Projects, Salt Shed- $101,083; Donations-$3,800 
All other disbursement less than ($2,500.00)- $2,415
TOTAL VENDORS- $125,317
GENERAL ASSISTANCE FUND-REVENUE SUMMARY
Property Taxes- $0; Interest- $14; TOTAL REVENUE- $14
GENERAL ASSISTANCE FUND-EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
All other disbursements less than ($2,500.00)- 0; TOTAL VENDORS- $0
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND-REVENUE SUMMARY
Property Taxes- $36,529; Replacement Taxes- $13,948; Interest- $502; Toirma $583; Village of Hil-
crest$6,135
TOTAL REVENUE- $57,698
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND-COMPENSATION SUMMARY
Range: Under $25,000: Jeff Johnson, & Bill Hubbard 
TOTAL COMPENSATION- $6,230
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND-EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
TOIRMA- $3,991; Browns Tire-;$2,680; Dekalb Implement-$3,288
All other disbursement less than ($2,500)- $12,420; TOTAL VENDORS- $22,379
SPECIAL ROAD TAX FUND-REVENUE SUMMARY
Property Taxes- $39,340; Interest- $257; TOTAL REVENUE- $39,597
SPECIAL ROAD TAX FUND-EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
Conserv FS $8,578; Steve Benesh & Sons - $21,260; Ogle Cty. $14,397; Martin & Co.- $5,605 
All other disbursements less than ($2,500)- $3,138
TOTAL VENDORS- $52,977
CBHB FUND-REVENUE SUMMARY
Property Taxes- $10,603; Interest- $315; TOTAL REVENUE- $10,918
CBHB FUND- EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
Iowa Culverts-$4,980;
All other disbursement less than ($2,500)-0; TOTAL VENDORS- $4,980
SPECIAL EQUIPMENT FUND-REVENUE SUMMARY
Property Taxes- $8,245; Interest- $191 TOTAL REVENUE- $8,346
SPECIAL EQUIPMENT FUND-EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
All other disbursement less than ($2,500)- $0.00; TOTAL VENDORS- 0

Thomas K. Smith, Supervisor/Treasurer
No. 0922
(Sept. 25, 2023)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Chana 64 Auctions
620 S. Stone Hill Rd., Chana

815-830-3898
• Pick Up Service Available 
“UWANNASELLITCALLUS”

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Remmer Schuetz  
Auction Service

Case Tractor Collector
5936 S. Watertown Rd.

Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

 

less under section 28-4 
of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755ILCS 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
may terminate indepen-
dent administration at 
any time by mailing or 
delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Circuit 
Court Clerk.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of this 
Court at 106 S. 5th St., 
#300, Oregon, IL 61061 
or with the representa-
tive, or both, on or be-
fore March 25, 2024, 
any claim not filed with-
in the period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it had been 
filed. 
Attorney Amanda J. 
Martinez ARDC#: 
6287970
The Law Office of 
Amanda Adams Marti-
nez LLC 
5732 E. Riverside Blvd., 
#201
Loves Park, IL 61111
p. 815-491-8065
amartinez@adamsmar-
tinezlaw.com
No. 0923
(Sept. 25, Oct. 2, and 9, 
2023)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Notice is hereby giv-
en that on October 12, 
2023 the Mount Morris 

Township and Mount 
Morris Road District 
in the County of Ogle, 
State of Illinois,  will 
hold a Public Hear-
ing for the purpose of 
adopting the Tax Levy 
for the Mount Morris 
Township and Mount 
Morris Road District for 
fiscal year 2023-24. 
Said hearing will be 
held in the Mount Morris 
Township office located 
at 105 W Lincoln Street 
at 6:15 PM.  A copy of 
the proposed Tax Lev-
ies are on file in the 
Clerk’s office for public 
viewing. 
Dated this 14th day of 
September, 2023.
Paula Diehl, Township 
Clerk   
John Thompson, Town-
ship Supervisor
No. 0924
(September 25, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST 
FOR NAME CHANGE 
(MINOR CHILDREN)
STATE OF ILLINOIS

CIRCUIT COURT
OGLE COUNTY
CASE NUMBER

2023 MR 34
REQUEST OF:

JENNIFER GAYLE 
HARNESK

TO CHANGE NAMES 
OF MINOR CHILDREN
Publication is not 
necessary if both 
parents, confiirmed on 

birth certificate, agree 
to the name change or 
have been given notice. 
There will be a court 
date on a Request for 
Name Change (Minor 
Children) for these 
children:
Jaxon Wade Harnesk to 
the new name of Jaxon 
Wade Hood
Eli Jeffrey Harnesk to 
the new name of Eli 
Jeffrey Hood.
Court date will be 
October 18, 2023 at 
9:00 a.m. at 106 S. 
5th St., Oregon, Ogle 
County, Courtroom 304.
Jennifer Harnesk.
No. 0926 (Sept. 25, 
Oct. 2, and 9, 2023)

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 

hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 

in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 

before placing a child in 
its care.

ONLINE REAL ESTATE AUCTION
hacksauction.hibid.com

BIDDING OPENS: OCT. 1st @ 8 A.M.
301 Ogilby Rd. Rockford IL 61102
Featuring a 3-BR  Bungalow & Garage 
Situated on Shaded Corner Lot. Original 
Oak Woodwork & Built-Ins & Maple Floors. 
Charming Home w/ Loads of character. 
Storage Garage/Shed, Full Basement w/ 
Work Areas. 

Details or Private Showing  
Call Swan at 815-239-1436.

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com  

I.A.F.L. #44000128

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

oglecountylife.com
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307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS.  

Water, sewer, garbage inc.  
w/most units. HOUSES 

some w/garages, all in like 
new condition.  

Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/ESTATE GARAGE/ESTATE 
SALESSALES

Earlville Town 
Fall Sales, Friday 
September 29 and 
Saturday Sept. 30.
Numerous Sales-Dont 
Miss Out
*BIG SALE 623 East St.
Vintage decor, 
glassware, frames, 
vases, household, 
cameras, brass, 
rugs, linens, albums, 
DVD’s, Jewelry, sports, 
collectibles, military 
items and more!

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

FINAL Max & Sylvia Newcomer  
estate liquidation sale.

Antiques, collectibles, tools, household 
items.   607 Jefferson Street, Oregon Ill.   
Friday, Oct. 6 and Saturday, Oct. 7 | 8 

am-4pm.  Cash/Venmo only.   
Don’t miss this opportunity to have a  

piece of Oregon history!
PIA#100

305 305 
GARAGE/ESTATE SALESGARAGE/ESTATE SALES

GARAGE SALE
9am - 7pm

Tues, Sept. 26 thru Wed. Oct. 4
6146 N Hales Corner Rd

Stillman Valley
Antiques (misc.), Vintage 

(fine china dinnerware, 
Pyrex, Tupperware, pottery, 

furniture), Collectibles 
(jewelry, household, tools, 
games, toys) clothes & so 

much more!
PIA #7  09252023

I L L I N O I S  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G  N E T W O R K  

Northern ICANS - Run Date Week of 9/24/2023 

HEALTH/PERSONAL/ 
MISCELLANEOUS 

HERNIA REPAIR? Did you 
receive the Mesh Patch 

Between 2018 and the present? 
Was the patch removed due to 

complications, you may be 
entitled to compensation. 
Attorney Charles Johnson                    

1-800-535-5727 

GUN SHOW 
GUN SHOW: September 29-30 

& October 1, 2023. Racine 
County Fairgrounds, 19805 

Durand Ave, Union Grove, WI. 
Fri 3-8pm, Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 
9am-3pm. $8 (under 14 FREE) 

Buy/Sell, 608-752-6677 
www.bobandrocco.com 

Proceeds go to Camp Neal 
Disabled Veterans Program. 
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2022 TROY-BILT 
Bronco Tiller 14 Inches. 
$500 or Best Offer. 
Call 815-562-6974 
(10/11/23ALL)

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis

305 305 
GARAGE/ESTATE SALESGARAGE/ESTATE SALES

Estate Sale
CASH ONLY

SEPTEMBER 29: 8:30AM - 6:00PM  
(full price day)

SEPTEMBER 30: 8:30AM - 5:30PM  
(1/2 price)

OCTOBER 1: 8:30AM - 5:30PM   
(75% off)

 7902 Walnut St, DIXON, IL 
(House is located in Grand Detour, IL)

3 BDRM RANCH HOUSE IS ALSO FOR 
SALE with Rock River view, & working 
large stone wood burning fireplace!

Loaded with Antiques, Salt & Pepper and Bell 
collections, Tools, Furniture, Washer & Dryer, 
Brass Twin bed-complete, Vintage China sets, 
Farmhouse wood hutch, Asian black chest 
with pearl detailing (beautiful), Antique snow 
blower-works, Appliances, Household, Web 
Lawn Chairs, Coolers, Vintage Window Blinds, 
Lamps, Jewelry, Tapestries, Taxidermy, Fabric, 
Crochet Threads & Quilting Supplies, Books, 
Albums, Curtains, Sheets, Embroidery, Holiday 
decorations, & lots more! PIA #6  09252023

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

• High School Kitchen  
(4.5 hours)

• Elementary Lunchroom  
(2.75 hours)

• 2nd and 3rd Shift Custodial
• Bus Monitors

Apply online at www.byron226.org
‘About Us’ Tab

Click on Employment Opportunities

Byron CUSD #226 
Openings

Byron School 
Transportation
Open Positions

• Substitute Bus Drivers
• Bus Monitor

Call Barb at x 4400
815-234-5491 or apply online:

www.byron226.org
Click the ‘About Us’ tab, then

Employment Opportunities tab

07
31

20
23

‘Tobe’ Hagemann Estate Vintage  
Oliver Tractor & Machinery Auction

SAT., SEPT. 30th, 2023 – 10 A.M.
8251 Quail Ridge Rd., Leaf River, IL  61047

Live On-Site Auction! 
Located at the Leonard & Donna  

Hagemann Farm
Oliver 1930’s-60’s Farm Tractors: 1937 - 70 Row 
Crop Tractor: rear iron spoke wheels on rubber, belt 
pulley, older restoration, bad tire; 1941 - 60 Row 
Crop Tractor: restored; 1944 Standard 60 Tractor: 
restored; 1945 - 70 Row Crop Tractor: restored; 
1957 Super 77 Farm Tractor: restored; 1969 - 1750 
D Farm Tractor: WF, 18.4x34 tires w/ newer fronts, 
over/under Hyd. shift, 3 pt., dual hyd., shows 6300 
hrs., SN: 218830-720; 550 Utility Tractor w/ Loader: 
orig. cond.; 550 Yellow Industrial Tractor: ‘as is’; 
80 Standard Tractor: older restoration; 88 Standard 
Farm Tractor: restored; Canvas Tractor Umbrellas.
Oliver Farm Implements & Equipment: 1929 
Superior #6B Corn & Cotton Horse Planter: single 
heavy cast iron wheel; 1951 Superior #7 Manure 
Spreader: restored; #155 Hillside Walking Plow; 
#40 Wood Beam Walking Plow: good red paint; 
#42, #99, #405 Walking Plows; #4340 3B Pull 
Moldboard Plow: repaint, good cond.; 10’ & 8’ 
Grain Drills on Steel; 1B Horse Drawn Plow: on 
steel; 23-A Reversible Sulkie Plow: nice cond.; 4B 
Pull Plow: old repaint; Accessories & Parts: steer-
ing wheels, gauges, wheel weights, rims & more; 
Chilled Plow Works C.I. Seats: nicely repainted; 
E-1 & #40 Horse Walking Plows; Drawn 2-Row 
Corn Planter: restored; Horse Drawn Cultivator; 
Horse Drawn Sickle Mowers: orig. on steel, repaint; 
Mounted 7’ Sickle Mower; No.19 2B Horse Drawn 
Plow: on steel; Pull Corn Picker; RS “Star” Walking 
Plow; Walking Plows & Seeders. Farm Primitives & 
Related: Iron Spoke Implement Wheels; Leaf River 
Creamery Milk Can: w/ brass plate label; Oliver 
Chilled Plow Works C.I. Seats; Hay 3 Pt. 5-Spike 
8’ Bale Mover; Knight 253 Manure Spreader; 
Massey 35 Hay Rake; MC 9D Haybine; Woods 
Batwing Mower: well used; Year-A-Round Steel 
Tractor Cab: good glass. JD F525 Riding Mower: 
needs engine work. Recreational: ‘87 Suzuki 4WD 
Quad Runner ATV: Model LT-4WDJ, VIN: JSAA-
J45A4H2102440; 1973 JD Model 4 Snowmobile: 
‘as is’; Snowmobile Pull Sled. Shop Equipment: 
Cutting Torch Set w/ Gauges & Cart; Duracraft 
Floor Drill Press; Manual Tire Changer; MTM 1502 
Hot Water Pressure Washer; Ped. Grinders & Pol-
ishers; Standard 20-Ton Shop Press. JD 70 Skid 
Loader: gas engine, 4’ bucket, also 4’6” bucket, 
runs, SN: 01051. Signs: Old Oliver Metal Painted 
Signs. Tools & Equipment: Duracraft Roller Tool 
Chest; Electric Cords; Log Chains & Binders: large 
selection; Makita 14” Chop Saw; Paint Spray Guns 
& Refinish Tools; Power & Air Tools; Service Jacks 
& Stands; Socket & Wrench Sets. Trailers: 2009 
MEB HD Tandem Axle Equip. Trailer: 7’x18’ + 2’ 
tail, good wood deck, ramps, good ST205/75D15 
tires, VIN: 492UU18299A045365, very good cond.; 
1972 Balko Flat Deck 4-Place Utility Trailer: VIN: 
B7754461; 1973 Ski-Kart 2-Pl. Utility Trailer: 
6’x8’ flat wood deck, VIN: R29302; Tandem Axle 
Equip. Trailer Frame: ‘no title’. Vehicles: 1929 
Chevrolet Coupe: nearly complete restoration w/ 
rebuilt engine, tires, prime paint, needs interior, 
VIN: 81283885; 1967 Ford F700 Dump Truck:5 
yd., solid, not running, VIN: E70DUA28876; 1980 
Chevrolet K-20 4WD Pickup: with Meyer 7’6” hyd. 
snow plow, runs good, VIN: CKX24AJ129575; 1990 
Chevrolet GEO Tracker 4x4 SUV: ‘as is’, good tires, 
VIN: 2CNBJ18U9L6230260.

‘Tobe’ Hagemann’s Oliver Toy Tractor, 
Machinery, Memorabilia Collection’

Online Only Auction 
hacksauction.hibid.com

Thurs., Oct. 5th – Bidding Begins at 8 A.M.
Hack’s Auction Antique Center

400 W. Third St., Pecatonica, IL  61063
Extensive Farm Toy Collection of Oliver, White, 
Cockshutt Toy Tractors, Titan, John Deere & Inter-

national, Machinery, Implements, Wagons, Trucks & 
Related. Over 750 Lots! 

Please log-on for Complete Listing & Photos!

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com  

I.A.F.L. #44000128
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Not sure why
business is slow?

is not just a saying in 
business.

Advertise today and let your
business be in sight and in the minds

of your customers.
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From page 7

One court will be set 
up with balls for you to 
practice and play. Free 
for members, or daily 
admission fee.  

Beginners Pickleball 
Open Gym

Have you been in-
terested in trying out 
Pickleball? . This game 
is fast, fun, addictive, and 
can be played by people 
of all ages and athletic 
abilities!   Join us for a 
new beginners time on 

Mondays, when you can 
learn to play with other 
beginners in a relaxed 
environment. A few of our 
regular pickleball players 
may even be around to 
give you some tips!    To 
learn more about pickle-
ball you can visit the USA 
Pickleball Association at: 
usapa.org. 

Nash has a limited 
number of paddles and 
balls that you can bor-
row to play. Mondays 
starting October 2nd from 
12pm- 1:30pm.  Free for 

members, or daily admis-
sion fee.

Fall Pickleball Tour-
nament

Come and play in our 
Fall Pickleball Tourna-
ment on Tuesday October 
10th from 4-8pm. This 
tournament will be a dou-
bles tournament.  Teams 
can be made up of male, 
female, or co-ed. Players 
must sign up as a team. 
Nash does have a limited 
number of paddles that 
are available to play with. 
Registration Deadline: 

10/3/23 . Fee: $25per 
team/ $30NR

Only 8 teams al-
lowed..... don’t wait to 
register!

Womens Volleyball 
League

Are you ready for some 
volleyball this fall?  This 
league is played on Thurs-
day nights and is open 
to all women who are at 
least 18 years old and out 
of High School.  This is a 
great opportunity for all 
skill levels to exercise and 
have fun with friends and 

others from surrounding 
communities.  A tour-
nament will be played 
at the end of the regular 
season.  Mandatory cap-
tains meeting will be held 
on 11/2 at 5:30 pm at 
Nash Recreation Center. 
Season runs November 
2nd through January 18th- 
No games on November 
24th, Fee $225 per team. 
Deadline for registration 
is October 25th.

Doubles Pickleball 
League

Join us for our new dou-

bles Pickleball League.  
Sign up as a pair for this 
fast paced 6 week League 
on Tuesday mornings in 
the Nash Gym.  Every 
week, each team will play 
2 different teams in a best 
of three games format.  
Prizes will be awarded to 
the top league finishing 
team.  Sign up soon, as 
there is a limited number 
of team slots. Deadline is 
Thursday, October 19th 
with the league starting 
Tuesday, October 24th. 
Fee $50 per team. 

September is National 
Library Card Sign Up 
Month

With a library card you 
can discover new and 
exciting worlds! Access 
to technology, innovative 
programming, education-
al resources, borrow-
ing books, audiobooks, 
dvds & more. There is 
so much you can access 
with a library card. Pursue 
your passions and dreams 
through your library’s 
resources and programs. 
Visit the library’s website, 
Facebook page or call 815-
732-2724 to find out more 
about your library. 

Help us celebrate 
Library Card Sign-Up 
Month by entering to 
win Fargo!  Fargo is a 
40-inch stuffed pony who 
is currently stabled at the 
Library. How can you take 
him home with you? Be-
ginning September 1st 
when you sign-up for an 
Oregon Public Library 
card you may receive 
a ticket to enter into a 
drawing. In addition, for 
every book checked out 
during the month, you also 
receive an entry ticket. A 
drawing will be held after 

September 30 and the win-
ning ticket will take Fargo 
to his new corral!

Mark the Date!  Ore-
gon Public Library Book 
Sale

Friday, October 6 and 
Saturday October 7. Yes, 
the annual library book 
sale will once again pro-
vide you with an abun-
dance of reading choices 
(adult, non-fiction, chil-
dren, young adult, juve-
nile and more) at prices you 
can’t resist! The Sale will 
take place on the Library 
lawn on Friday, 9am-3pm 
& Saturday from 9 am – 2 
pm, so mark your calendar 
NOW!

The Library will be 
accepting donations on 
Thursday, October 5 from 
9 am – 3 pm on the Li-
brary lawn, so clean off 
those shelves and repur-
pose those gently used 
books that are just sitting 
there collecting dust! (NO 
textbooks, magazines, 
encyclopedias or Reader’s 
Digest condensed books, 
please) Any questions, call 
815-732-2724.

Story Time
(18 months-6 yrs.) Mon-

days, 10 am. Story Time 

is back! On Mondays, 
September 11 through 
December 18, there will 
be stories, activities, and 
fun!  Go online or call to 
register for this session.

Book Clubs
Is This Just Fantasy? 

Book Club will meet Sep-
tember 26 at 6 pm at the 
Library to discuss Magic 
for Liars by Sarah Gai-
ley. Books on Tap Book 
Club meets Thursday, 
September 28 at 6 pm at 
Cork & Tap to discuss 
Lessons in Chemistry 
by Bonnie Garmus. The 
2WBC Book Club meets 
October 11, at 12:30 pm to 
discuss Carrie by Stephen 
King. Cocktails & Crimes 
will meet Sunday, October 
15 at noon. The Afternoon 
Book Club meets Wednes-
day, October 18 at 1 pm 
to discuss Chasing the 
Boogeyman by Richard 
Chizmar.

Yoga
Wednesdays,  9:30 

am Functional Yin-Yasa 
- This class is a hybrid 
of yang (active yoga) 
with yin (passive yoga). 
We will use fundamental 
yoga postures combined 
with functional move-

ments to build strength 
and warmth followed 
by passive, long held 
poses to help with flexi-
bility and mobility of the 
joints and soft tissues. 
A yoga mat and blocks 
will be useful props for 
this class! All levels wel-
come.”  Oregon Library 
Patrons only. Registration 
required, this class fills 
quickly.  Please call (815) 
732-2724 or visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.

TRIVIA at the Rock 
River Center is back!

1st Thursdays of the 
month - 12:30pm. Test 
your knowledge of sports, 
history, movies and much 
more.  Come alone, bring 
your friends and make a 
team of 4, or join a team 
when you arrive.  Regis-
tration required, www.or-
egonpubliclibrary.com or 
call (815) 732-2724.

NEW!  Rubiks Cube 
Club

Wednesday, September 
27th at 3pm. Come and 
meet other fellow Rubiks 
cube lovers and learn 
some tricks as well as see 
many different varieties of 
Rubiks cube.  Interested 
in learning?  This club is 

for you too!  Registration 
required (815) 732-2724 
or www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com.

Try It Tuesday
Tuesday,  October 

10th at 1:30pm or 5:30pm 
(Choose your time slot). 
This class was resched-
uled from September - 
Pumpkin & Brown Sugar 
Scrub and lip scrub. – it’s 
Pumpkin time!  Love the 
smell?  We will be making 
pumpkin and brown sugar 
scrub along with a lip scrub 
for fall.  All supplies are 
provided.  Registration 
required, www.oregon-
publiclibrary.com.

Spooky Halloween 
Trivia Night-Cork N Tap

Wednesday, October 
25th at 6:30pm Grab 
your friends and have a 
night out of fun!  Are you 
smarter than a fifth grad-
er?  This trivia will cover 
the books, movies, math, 
science, history and more. 
Program intended for 18 
and over.  Register your 
team of up to 6 players at 
(815) 732-2724 or www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.  
Prizes!

O re g o n  Wr i t e r s 

Group
Meets the 2nd Tuesday 

of the month at 10:00am. 
The OWG is a gathering 
of writers or writer-wan-
nabes who meet to support 
each other and further 
their own writing.  The 
purpose of the group is to 
help and encourage you 
in your writing.  If you 
need brainstorming ideas, 
we can help suggest ideas 
or aid with the creative 
process. 

Passport Services 
The Oregon Public Li-
brary offers Passport 
Application Processing. 
Patrons seeking Passport 
Services should call the 
Library prior to their visit 
to ensure that an official 
processor is available at 
that time and for a checklist 
of items, you will need for 
the appointment.

OPLD Dial-A-Sto-
ry & Oregon Public 
Library StoryWalk 
@Oregon Park West 
Call 815-732-2724, follow 
the prompts and presto...a 
story! Current story-Bitsy 
Bat, School Star by Kaz 
Windness . Current story at 
the StoryWalk is The Ap-
ple Pie Tree by Zoe Hall.

Rock River Center is 
a resource center located 
at 810 S. 10th Street, 
Oregon.  Our activities 
and trips are open to all 
ages.  Call our office @ 
815-732-3252 for assis-
tance with Benefit Access 
Application for a license 
plate discount, Medicare, 
housing, homemaker ser-
vice, heating assistance 

or other things.  Visit us at 
www.rockrivercenter.org 
and like us on Facebook.

C a n c e r  S u p p o r t 
Group

The Wednesday, Sept. 
27 meeting at Rock River 
Center has been resched-
uled.

The next meeting will 
be Wednesday, Novem-
ber 29, 2023.

Crafting Group
Project: Bedazzled 

Pumpkins. Dates: Mon-
day, October 2 & 9. Time: 
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. Cost: 
No charge / All material 
provided. Advance reg-
istration is required so 
we can be prepared. Call 
815-732-3252 to sign up.

Trivia
October 5 at 10:00 

a.m. Register at Oregon 
Public Library 815-732-
2724.

VA Rep @ RRC
Friday, October 6 at 

8:45 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Call RRC with questions 
815-732-3252.

“Pride of Oregon” 
Luncheon Cruise

Wednesday, October 
18, 2023. Last Day to 

Register is October 6, 
2023. Call 815-732-3252 
to sign up

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets: 3 R D 
Tuesday of month. Time: 
10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

DIABETIC SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets: 1 s t 
Wednesday of the month. 

Time: 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m.

L O W  V I S I O N 
GROUP

Meets: 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of month. 
Time: 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 
p.m. For more informa-
tion on any of our Support 
Groups, call Rock River 
Center at 815-732-3252 
or 1-800-541-5479.

Oregon Public Library

Rock River Center Activities

From page 1

“We didn’t seem to have 
much energy. It was kind of 
the same thing at practice 
leading up to the game. 
We’ve never experienced 
anything like this. It was 
tough.”

Longtime Polo Head 
Coach and Athletic Direc-
tor Ted Alston admitted that 
he was a little surprised by 
the outcome. 

“We weren’t able to 
match their physical play 
and made tons of mental 
mistakes,” Alston said. 
“We let the team know 
that the coaching staff was 
upset about how we looked 
out there. We will need to 
get back to basics in some 
areas.”

The program is used to 
success, winning back-to-
back state championships 
in 2019-2021 (no 2020 
season), and reached the 
semifinals in 2022. Every 
opponent in eight man is 
tough, according to Soltow. 

“We have quality teams 
up and down the con-
ference,” Soltow said. 
“Amboy, Ashton-Franklin 
Center, of course Oran-
geville and Milledgeville, 
you have to be ready every 
week.”

Under Alston, and the 
coaching staff’s guidance, 
the team got right back to 
work. 

“We came back to prac-
tice and totally forget about 
it except for putting it on the 
back burner to remember 

POLO: Marcos recover from tough loss with win over Ridgewood-Cambridge

how we felt afterwards,” 
Soltow said. Alston is 
happy with the senior 
leadership which includes 
Soltow, Delo Fernandez, 
Landon Brooks, Jacob 
Monaco, Carter Meridian, 
Gage Lagee, Nathaniel 
Yingling and Alex Abano. 
Alston explained that there 

really isn’t that much differ-
ence between 11 and eight-
man football except that 
fundamentals are always 
worked on. “We spend a 
lot of time on specific drills 
like open field tackling, 
blocking, and getting into 
our formations quickly 
because it’s a faster game,” 

Alston said. “The field 
is more open with eight 
players but the edge is so 
short and good players can 
close quickly. Our kids do a 
good job working on this.”

The Marcos’ next op-
ponent on the road was 
a non-conference affair 
against Ridgewood – Cam-

bridge. It was a battle right 
from the opening kickoff 
where the Marcos found 
themselves trailing for 
three quarters but outscored 
the Spartans 28-8 with 20 
unanswered in the fourth to 
pull out a hard-fought 48-
44 victory. This unending 
resolve shows the grit of a 

champion.
”We did a good job not 

just coming back from a 
tough loss, but how we 
continued to fight when we 
were down for most of the 
game against Ridgewood,” 
Alston said. “I’m very 
proud of the kids hard work 
and determination.”

The Polo Marcos football team recently stormed back from a late deficit with 20 unanswered fourth quarter points to defeat Ridgewood – 
Cambridge. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)


