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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

MHS Homecoming ‘23
Mendota High School held its assembly to kick of Homecoming Week where the 2023 King, Queen and Royalty 
were announced. Left to right, are Junior attendants Anthony Kelson and Crystal Garcia; Freshman attendants 
Drew Becker and Briza Cervantes; Senior attendants Ana Ramirez and Logan Dewey; Queen Ryleigh Sond-
geroth; King Kaleb Kleckner; Senior attendants Lilly Leifheit and Izaiah Nanez; and Sophomore attendants 
Addy Allensworth, Janae Carr and Aden Tillman. In front are Mini Queen Ellie Barajas and Mini King Oliver 
Barajas. (Photo contributed)

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – With efforts to uplift and rebuild Mendota 
amping up, many ideas have been tossed around and many 
are in motion.

The Mendota Rotary Club and Justin Setchell have 
agreed to help the effort by creating a mural on the side of a 
building Setchell owns, Quest Resale, located at the corner 
of Washington Street and Eighth Avenue.

Instead of them doing it on their own, they want to involve 
the community by holding a poster contest for a creative mind 
to show their talent and help transform Mendota by providing 
an idea for what the mural should portray.

“We wanted to involve the entire community for our mural 
contest so we can connect the community,” said Rotary Club 
President Alisa Stewart. “We’re hoping to get 8x10 drawing 
submissions to supply an idea to a local artist who will create 
the mural on the side of the building. 

“It’s open to all ages. I think the way that it’s going to work 
out is the Rotary Club is going to narrow it down to three and 
then Justin Setchell is going to pick the drawing he likes.”

The only restriction or guideline is the poster should be a 
Mendota theme based on the question, what does Mendota 
mean to you?

All contest submissions should be dropped off to The 
Mendota Reporter by Friday, Oct. 13.

“It won’t be the exact artwork of the winning candidate,” 
Stewart said. “The mural will be the artist’s translation of 
the suggestion because the muralist has to transport the idea 
from an 8x10 piece of paper to the side of a large building.”

A poster contest is being held to select a mural to be paint-
ed on the side of the building at Washington Street and 
Eighth Avenue. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

Show your talent
q Rotary Club holding poster contest 
to select a downtown Mendota mural

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – Of course, 
all students can stay in their 
hometown and move up the 
educational ranks like every-
one else has since the high 
school was founded.

However, if you’re brave, 
want an adventure, or want 
to see a different part of the 
world, there are options.

Alisa Stewart, a science 
teacher at Mendota High 
School and the president of 
the Mendota Rotary Club, 
is hosting an informational 
meeting about becoming 
an international exchange 
student at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 3 in the media center 
at MHS.

“Rotary Club exchange 

Studying abroad is an option for high schoolers

is the best in the world. 
We sent out two students 
last year on short-term ex-
changes over the summer,” 
Stewart said. “One was for 
four weeks where we sent 
a student and we received 
a student. 

“We’re looking for can-
didates for the short-term 
exchange for next summer, 
but we’d also like to find 

someone in the area, a 
brave and bold student, who 
would like to go away for an 
entire year. It would be an 
exchange for an entire year.”

The adventurous student 
gets to pick three dream 
destinations, as long as 
they’re safe and stable 
environments, and then the 
process of finding which 
location works the best 
begins. One of the three 
nominees chosen by the 
student is where the student 
would attend school, live 
with a family, and meet 
new friends.

MHS has an internation-
al exchange student who 
arrived Aug. 8, 2023 and 
is staying until the end of 
July 2024.

Illinois students have the 
same opportunity.

“This year we have Elise 
Verkaeren from Belgium, 
who is living with Sean and 
Jennifer Pappas. We love 
having her here. We want 
to find some kids from here 
to go to other countries,” 
Stewart said. “Our north-
ern Illinois area has sent 
out two students this year. 
One student from Moline is 
going to Brazil and a student 
from Loves Park is going to 
France for the year. 

“Mendota needs a kid to 
go. It’s not just Mendota. 
It’s Earlville, LaMoille, 
Sublette, Amboy and other 
towns because the Rotary 
Club isn’t cutting off any 
kids from the community.”

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

WEST BROOKLYN – If 
you’ve driven down a coun-
try road in northern Illinois in 
LaSalle or Lee county, there 
is a good possibility you’ve 
seen construction happening 
at a wind farm.

Maybe you saw a crane 
lifting a propeller, better 
known as a blade. 

Maybe you saw the for-
mation of a dust cloud from 
a base falling over.

It’s quite possible you 
didn’t even leave your home 
but you heard and felt a large 
kaboom.

All three are evidence that 
Leeward Renewable Energy, 
LLC is repowering its GSG 
farm just north of Mendota.

“Our GSG project started 
operating in 2007 to produce 
renewable energy,” said 
Kevin Thornton, the public 
affairs manager for Leeward, 
who has worked in the energy 
industry for 35 years. “After 
a certain amount of time, 
we’ll start to replace the wind 

What’s the commotion surrounding the wind farms?
q Leeward Renewable Energy is repowering wind farm north of Mendota

“The turbines are newer and more efficient than the previous 
turbines. One of the great things about repowering is that 95 
percent of the blades are being recycled. They’re made of fi-
berglass, wood, and other materials that can be recycled and 
reused.”                           

–Kevin Thornton, Leeward Renewable Energy

A blade is taken off of a wind turbine during the repower-
ing process at the GSG wind farm north of Mendota. 
(Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

turbines because there is new 
technology or they’re getting 
older. We’re in the process of 
replacing every single one of 
them. They take all the old 
ones down and replace them 
with new turbines.

“The turbines are newer 
and more efficient than the 
previous turbines. One of the 
great things about repower-
ing is that 95 percent of the 
blades are being recycled. 
They’re made of fiberglass, 
wood, and other materials 
that can be recycled and 
reused.”

In a Linkedin post, Lee-
ward stated the 102 blades 
from the original wind tur-
bines are being removed and 
recycled, keeping 612 tons of 
blades out of landfills. Ap-

proximately 140-foot-long 
blades are cut into smaller 
pieces then sent to REGEN 
Fiber in Iowa to be processed 
and used as reinforcement 
fiber to increase the strength 
and durability of concrete 
and mortar applications.

The repowering process 
is called a repower because 
although the equipment of 
the windmill is brand new, 
the connection points and 
lines where energy is stored 
and transferred are the same.

The construction crew 
began work in spring of 2023 
and are scheduled to be done 
by spring of 2024.

Kyle Rex, a Mendota 
resident who is the Lee-
ward plant manager in West 
Brooklyn, says the energy 

output is going to increase 
quite considerably when the 
repower is complete.

“It’s a huge efficiency 
gain. The old rotor diameter 
was 87 meters and the new 
ones are 140 meters,” Rex 
said. “With surface area, you 
can produce more energy at 
lower wind speeds. Overall, 
we’ll basically triple the 
annual energy output with 
fewer machines. 

“Prior to the repower 
GSG had 40 turbines. After 
the repower it’ll have 26 and 
it’ll generate three times the 
amount of energy annually. 
I’ve heard two names for the 
GSG project, God’s Sustain-
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Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

Thank you to all of our fam-
ilies and the community for 
supporting our first fundraiser 
of the year.  The Perfect Pastries 
fundraiser was very successful.  
We will be using the funds to 
purchase prizes to give away 
to our students at our month-
ly behavior assemblies.  The 
pick-up date for the pastries is 

Friday, Sept. 22 from 3-6 p.m. 
at Northbrook School.  Thank 
you for your support!

qqq
Starting this past week, we 

began our principal award pro-
gram.  Teachers will nominate 
one student from their class that 
is deserving of the principal’s 
award each week. This student 

can earn this achievement by 
making good choices, being a 
great friend and working to the 
best of their ability. 

The students nominated for 
this week’s principal award 
included Ava Porter, Cerenity 
Moss, Arianna Arteaga, Oph-
elia Bronski, Merakim Riniker, 
Graham Phillips, Callan Jordan 

and Addyson Fahr.  The winners 
were Gus Eich, Kaitlyn Casta-
neda, Jonas Landeros and Allias 
Francis.  Congratulations to all 
of you!

qqq
We are currently finalizing a 

school spiritwear store.  Parents 
should be on the lookout for 
order information coming home 

soon for our students and parents 
who would like to show off some 
Blackstone school spirit.

qqq
There will be an early dis-

missal coming up on Sept. 20.  
Kindergarten will dismiss at 
11:20 a.m. and first grade at 
11:30.  There will be no lunches 
served on this day.

OTTAWA – LaSalle 
County 4-H is preparing for 
fall! Pumpkins! Painting! 
Hay bales and wreaths! 

Whether kids enjoy 
painting, designing flo-
ral arrangements, making 
wreaths and bows, these 
workshops are sure to 
offer creative fun while 
youth learn a variety of art 
techniques. 

Join youth from ages 
8-18 in one or more of the 
upcoming fall workshops 
4-H is offering. 

A $5 supply fee applies 
for nonmembers, refresh-
ments included. 

• Make a porch straw-
bale decoration. Youth 
will learn bow making and 
floral arrangements skills 
while creating a beautiful 
porch or yard decoration. 
Saturday, Sept. 16 from 
10 a.m.-noon at LaSalle 
County U of I Extension 
office, Ottawa. Register 
at https://4h.zsuite.org/
external-event-registra-
tion/22633 

• Halloween ribbon 
wreath. Youth will learn 
techniques to create a 
spooky and fun wreath 
with door hanger includ-
ed.  Wednesday, Sept. 
27 from 6-7:30 p.m. at 
IVCC, Oglesby. Register 
at: https://4h.zsuite.org/
external-event-registra-

tion/22813
• Paper mache pumpkin 

painting workshop. Youth 
will learn a variety of 
paint techniques to create 
a beautiful fall pumpkin 
with added embellish-
ments. Saturday, Oct. 21 
from 9-11 a.m. at LaSalle 
County U of I Extension 
office, Ottawa. Register 
at https://4h.zsuite.org/
external-event-registra-
tion/22827

• Candlestick pump-
kin centerpiece. Youth 
will create a beautiful fall 
Thanksgiving centerpiece 
with a candlestick, foam 
pumpkin and embellish-
ments.  Saturday, Nov. 
4 from 10-11:30 a.m. at 
IVCC, Oglesby. Register 
at https://4h.zsuite.org/
external-event-registra-
tion/22735

To learn more about 
LaSalle County 4-H oppor-
tunities, call University of 
Illinois Extension, LaSalle 
County, at 815-433-0707 
or email Toni Pienta at 
fusinatt@illinois.edu. 

The Mission of Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension 
is to provide practical 
education you can trust 
to help people, businesses 
and communities solve 
problems, develop skills 
and build a better future. 
University of Illinois Ex-

tension provides equal 
opportunities in programs 
and employment. Visit 
our website at https://ex-
tension.illinois.edu/blmp 
If you need a reasonable 
accommodation to partici-
pate, please indicate when 
registering or contact the 
Extension office. 

***
About Illinois 4-H: Il-

linois 4-H is the flagship 
youth development pro-
gram of University of Illi-
nois Extension and admin-
istered through the College 
of Agriculture, Consumer, 
and Environmental Scienc-
es. 4-H grows true leaders, 
youth who are empowered 
for life today and prepared 
for a career tomorrow. The 
hands-on approach in 4-H 
gives young people guid-
ance, tools, and encourage-
ment, and then puts them in 
the driver’s seat to make 
great things happen. Inde-
pendent research confirms 
the unparalleled impact of 
the 4-H experience, demon-
strating that young people 
are four times more likely 
to contribute to their com-
munities; two times more 
likely to make healthier 
choices; two times more 
likely to be civically active; 
and two times more likely 
to participate in STEM 
programs.

LaSalle County 4-H workshops have fall themes
painting, designing, creating, pumpkins, more

MENDOTA – The Mendota Business 
& Professional Women group will hold a 
Sand Volleyball Tournament on Saturday, 
Sept. 23 at The Chalet Sports Bar on U.S. 
52 in Mendota. The volleyball tourna-
ment will start at 9 a.m., the cookout 
begins at 11 a.m. and music will kick 

off at 1 p.m.
The cost is $100 per team. Cash prizes 

will be awarded.
Other features will include music, 

food, a 50/50 raffle and guest bartenders. 
Spectators are welcome.

To register a team, call 815-910-5572.

Mendota Business & Professional Women 
hosting volleyball tournament

MENDOTA  L.E.A.S.E. 
will be holding free pre-
school screenings at First 
United Methodist Church, 
100 E. Sixth St., Mendota, 
on Monday, Sept. 18.

The screenings are for 
children who are 3  or 4 
years old.  L.E.A.S.E.  will 
screen key developmental 
areas such as motor devel-

opment, speech, language, 
vision, hearing and general 
readiness.  You can sched-
ule an appointment by call-
ing Jean at 815-433-6433.

All children must be 
screened to be considered 
for the Mendota District 
#289 Preschool Program. 
If your child has been 
screened by L.E.A.S.E. 

already, he/she does not 
need to be screened again. 
Applications for Mendota 
District #289 Preschool will 
be at the screenings. The 
applications and screen-
ings will be reviewed by 
the preschool team, and 
you will be contacted as to 
whether your child qualifies 
for preschool.

Preschool screenings available Sept. 18

LaSALLE – The LaSalle Public Li-
brary will host radio enthusiast and author 
Steve Darnall for an in-person presenta-
tion about horror and mystery during the 
Golden Age of Radio on Tuesday, Oct. 
10 at 6 p.m.

The presentation will include sound 
clips from some of radio’s best-known 
mystery and horror programs, like Escape, 
Inner Sanctum, and Lights Out, to illus-
trate how radio could truly be a “theater 
of the mind” and use music, voices and 
sounds to create indelible — and often 
frightening — “pictures.”

Darnall’s love of the golden age of 
radio began at age 12 when his father 

introduced him to the Those Were the 
Days broadcast hosted by Chuck Schaden. 
Darnall has been a writer, magazine ed-
itor, actor, comic book artist, podcaster, 
and radio host throughout his career. 
Darnall succeeded Schaden as editor of 
Nostalgia Digest in 2005 and 2009 as 
host of Those Were the Days. 

The program is free and open to the 
public. The LaSalle Public Library is 
located at 305 Marquette St., LaSalle, 
and is ADA-compliant and welcoming. 
Please arrive by 5:45 p.m. as the library 
closes at 6 p.m. and the doors will be 
locked. For more information, call the 
library at 815-223-2341.

Steve Darnall presenting Golden Age of Radio program
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Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

TOM MERWIN 
“GOLD STAR” 
EMPLOYEE AWARD

Remember when getting a  “Gold Star”  
meant you’d done a “Great Job”?  

IT STILL DOES!
We’re looking for that “Gold Star” 

Employee! Someone who makes you 
glad to do business in Mendota!

The MENDOTA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND THE MENDOTA 
REPORTER in a joint project, are seeking nominations from the 

customers of the retail, service and professional businesses in the 
community for that outstanding employee in Mendota!

This is your opportunity to recognize that kind, courteous, 
competent and efficient employee who cashes your check, fills 

your order, answers the phone, brings your food or processes your 
paperwork every day.

Nominations must come from the general public - The Customer - for 
this “Gold Star Employee.”

The winner will be determined by the board of directors of the 
Mendota Area Chamber from those nominations received, and their 

decision will be final. Winner will be announced at the Mendota 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner on Friday, Nov. 3, 2023. 

For questions, email Sam Setchell at  
president@mendotachamber.com.

(Store owners are not eligible.)

Past Winners of the 
Tom Merwin Gold Star 

Employee Award
1992 - Cheryl Thorne 

1993 - Hester Full

1994 - Joyce McDonald 

1995 - Barb Christopher

1996 - Jack Arkins 

1997 - Johnny Arteaga

1998 - Bob Francis

1999 - Sheila Bettner

2000 - Nellie Needs

2001 - Bob Barnett

2002 - Donna Johnson 

2003 - James “Stymie” 

Schmidt

2004 - Sherry Kuntzi 

 2005 - Steve Dinges

2006 - Jackie Emm

2007 - Ann Buchanan

2008 - Dave Fitzgerald

2009 - Rayanne Sester

2010 - Linda Basil

2011 - Carolyn Motter

2012 - Charlotte Delhotal

2013 - Lori Simonton & 

Sarah Dalton

2014 - Cheryl Barr

2015 - Rita Borelli & 

Wendy Letterly

2016 - Lynn Carbone

2017 -  Ashley Brooks

2018 - Colleen Myers 

2019 - Sidney Engels

2020 - Nancy Bogle

2021 - Jamie 

Bromenschenkel

2022 - Jennifer Sibley

I Think (Name) ___________________________________________________________  

at (Business) _____________________________________________________________  

Deserves a “Gold Star” because ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

(my name) ______________________________________________________________   
(my phone #) ____________________________________________________________

(we may call for additional information)
Nomination forms must be returned to the Mendota Area Chamber Office,  Box 620, Mendota, IL by Monday, Oct. 2, 2023. You 

may also drop them in the water bill slot on Illinois Ave., or bring them into the office during the hours from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Monday through Friday. Past Gold Star Award Winners may be nominated, but are ineligible to win again.

09112023

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) has awarded $118 million in funding for 17 proj-
ects to accelerate the production of sustainable biofuels 
for America’s transportation and manufacturing needs. 
The selected projects, located at universities and private 
companies, will drive the domestic production of biofuels 
and bioproducts by advancing biorefinery development, 
from pre-pilot to demonstration, to create sustainable 
fuels that reduce emissions associated with fossil fuels. 
Funding for this opportunity supports President Biden’s 
goals to deliver an equitable, clean energy future, and put 
the United States on a path to achieve net-zero emissions, 
economy-wide, by no later than 2050. Projects selected as 
part of this funding opportunity will contribute to meeting 
DOE’s goal to achieve cost-competitive biofuels and at 
least a 70% reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
by 2030.

The 17 selected projects fall into four areas:  
• Pre-Pilot Scale-Up of Integrated Biorefineries
• Pilot Scale-Up of Integrated Biorefineries
• Demonstration Scale-Up of Integrated Biorefineries
• Gen-1 Corn Ethanol Emission Reduction. 
Among the project recipients is Marquis, Inc. of Hen-

nepin in the topic area of Gen-1 Corn Ethanol Emission 
Reduction for Carbon Refining-Corn Ethanol 2.0. The 
award is in the amount of $8,547,047.

Made from widely available domestic feedstocks and 
advanced refining technologies, energy-dense biofuels 
provide a pathway for low-carbon fuels that can lower 
greenhouse gas emissions throughout the transportation 
sector and accelerate the bioeconomy. Financing for 
novel biorefinery process systems can be a barrier to 
commercializing advanced biofuels, and this funding will 
reduce technological uncertainties and enable industry 
deployment.

The selected projects include pre-pilot, pilot, and 
demonstration projects that will scale-up existing biomass 
to fuel technologies that will eventually create millions 
of gallons of low-carbon fuel annually. By investing in 
these technologies, the projects will create good-paying 
jobs in rural and underserved communities in nine states. 
Plans submitted by the selected projects show intent to 
collaborate with local school districts to educate and 
train the bioenergy workforce of tomorrow.  Additionally, 
the funded projects align with renewable fuels goals in 
the first-ever U.S. National Blueprint for Transportation 
Decarbonization, a multi-agency framework for reducing 
emissions, creating a robust transportation workforce, and 
securing America’s energy independence. The projects 
also support the U.S. Sustainable Aviation Fuel Grand 
Challenge goal of enabling the production of three billion 
gallons of sustainable aviation fuel annually by 2030 and 
35 billion gallons annually by 2050.

The selected projects are located in nine states and 
Washington, D.C., and focus on technologies including 
anaerobic digestion, conversion of cellulosic sugars to 
SAF, catalytic biorefining, among others. 

Hennepin company awarded 
$8.5 million to accelerate  
domestic biofuel production

LaSALLE – Starved Rock 
Country Community Founda-
tion recently facilitated another 
donation to Flutes for Vets of 
Central Illinois, a nonprofit 
helping military veterans cope 
with PTSD and other mental 
health issues.

The recent donation from 
the Captain Thomas John Heit-
mann Memorial Fund held by 
SRCCF brought donations to 

Flutes for Vets to $3,000. The 
contribution was made by Tom 
and Mary Heitmann of Mendo-
ta to Flutes for Vets President 
Ken Troyan of McNabb. 

Troyan’s program teaches 
veterans how to play Native 
American woodwind-style 
flutes. In two years, 22 veterans 
have graduated from the free, 
12-lesson program and been 
awarded one of the hand-made 

flutes. 
No music knowledge is 

required to participate. For in-
formation or to donate, contact 
Troyan at (309) 369-1752 or 
Kennethtroyan@gmail.com. 

“We are confident the 
number of veterans learning 
the flute will continue to grow,” 
said Troyan. 

“I am proud to be associated 
with Starved Rock Country 

Community Foundation and 
the way it helps so many make 
our community an exciting 
place to live,” he said, adding, 
“the foundation has been 
instrumental in helping Flutes 
for Vets achieve our goals for 
veterans.” 

For information on SRC-
CF, contact Fran Brolley at 
(815) 252-2906 or fran@
srccf.org.

Starved Rock Country Community Foundation CEO Fran Brolley, left, Board President Reed Wilson, donor and 
board member Tom Heitmann, Mary Heitmann and Flutes for Vets President Kenneth Troyan met recently at the 
SRCCF’s La Salle office. The foundation has facilitated $3,000 in donations to ‘Flutes.’ (Photo contributed)

Starved Rock Country Community Foundation gives donation to Flutes for Vets

LaSALLE – LaSalle Public Li-
brary will virtually host author, Jack 
Bales, for a unique presentation that 
combines baseball history and true 
crime on Tuesday, Sept. 26 at 6 p.m.

Violet Popovich argued with 
her former boyfriend, Chicago 
Cub Billy Jurges on July 6, 1932. 
Both were wounded in the ensuing 
struggle, but Jurges refused to 
press charges. Even without their 
star shortstop, Chicago made it to 
the World Series, only to be on the 
wrong end of Babe Ruth’s legendary 
“Called Shot” home run.

In this program, Bales will ex-
plore this fascinating story of base-
ball history and true crime intrigue 
as he traces the ripple effects of the 
shooting on the Cubs’ tumultuous 
season.

Bales grew up in Aurora. His 
lengthy career in librarianship in-
cluded more than 40 years at the 
University of Mary Washington 
in Fredericksburg, Va. He has re-
searched in archives and historical 
societies all over the country, and 
has published books as well as 
numerous articles and essays for 

books, journals, magazines, literary 
encyclopedias, and newspapers. His 
many works on the Chicago Cubs 
include two books, “The Chicago 
Cub Shot for Love: A Showgirl’s 
Crime of Passion and the 1932 World 
Series,” and “Before They Were the 
Cubs: The Early Years of Chicago’s 
First Professional Baseball Team.”

This program is free and open 
to the public. It will be hosted via 
Zoom. Please register at the follow-
ing link: https://rb.gy/uedn1. For 
more information, please call the 
Library at 815-223-2341.

Jack Bales to combine baseball history and true crime on Sept. 26
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We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

Riley Klein

September 20 - 26
Putting Farm Safety into Practice

Agriculture ranks among the most hazardous 
industries. While sharing your love of the farm, 
don’t forget to share safety rules that keep your 

family safe.

Tess Fleming

You want coverages
that fit your operation,

not someone else’s.
Whatever your needs

may be, we will tailor a
policy to fit you, your
family, and your farm.
Call us today to review

your coverages.

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

09122022

September 18 - 24
“Our Family Protecting Your Family”

Chris Klein

Riley Klein

September 20 - 26
Putting Farm Safety into Practice

Agriculture ranks among the most hazardous 
industries. While sharing your love of the farm, 
don’t forget to share safety rules that keep your 

family safe.

Tess Fleming

You want coverages
that fit your operation,

not someone else’s.
Whatever your needs

may be, we will tailor a
policy to fit you, your
family, and your farm.
Call us today to review

your coverages.

Fall is a great time
for a garage sale!

Advertise your sale
in The Reporter.

Call 815-539-9396
for all the details!

Don’t miss out
on the news.
Call or stop

by our office
for details.

Delmer J. Dinges
SUBLETTE – Delmer J. Dinges, 

92, of Sublette, passed away Sept. 8, 
2023, at Manor Court, Peru with his 
loving family by his side.

Mass of Christian burial will be 
Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 9 a.m. at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cath-
olic Church, Sublette. Fr. Randy 
Fronek will officiate, and burial will 
immediately follow at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. Full Military Rites will be 
conducted by Mendota V.F.W. Post 
#4079. Visitation for Delmer was Tuesday, Sept. 12 in the 
parish hall from 4-7 p.m. with a rosary at 3:30, and from 8 
a.m. until service time on Sept. 13. Wasmer Funeral Home 
is privileged to assist the family.

Delmer was born Feb. 11, 1931, in Mendota, to Leslie and 
Louise (Weber) Dinges. He graduated from Mendota High 
School in 1949, and two years later entered the United States 
Army, serving honorably in the Korean War. He married the 
love of his life, Joan Myers, at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
on Nov. 3, 1956, and enjoyed 60 years of marriage before 
her passing in 2016. 

Delmer will be greatly missed by his children, Jane (Leo) 
McCoy of Amboy, Gary (Kathy) Dinges of Amboy, David 
(Laura) Dinges of Byron, Mardy (Pete) Dinges of Chicago, 
and Jenny (Nick) Nauman of Amboy; 12 grandchildren, 
Tina, Jake, Kayla, Eric, Ashley, Abby, Bethany, Andrea, 
Holly, Stacey, Julia and Hayley; nine great-grandchildren, 
Riley, Rian, Rynn, Macy, Blake, Tanner, Adrock, Judah and 
Genesis; two brothers, Tom (Karen) Dinges of Sublette and 
Bernie Dinges of LaMoille; and a sister, Margie Smith of 
Oakdale, Minn.

He was preceded in death by his parents, wife Joan, and 
sister-in-law Anne Dinges.

For several years Delmer worked for Dinges Oil/ Cities 
Services, but his love was farming alongside his dad and 
brother Tom.  Delmer was a 70-year member of the Mendo-
ta Elks Lodge #1212, the longest living member. He was a 
member of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church.

Memorials may be directed to Sublette Centennial Park 
or Sublette Community Center. Condolences may be left at 
wasmerfuneralhome.com.

Mary Zapf
SUBLETTE – Mary Zapf, 100, of 

Sublette, passed away peacefully on 
Sept. 7, 2023, at Stonecroft Village, 
Mendota. 

A funeral Mass will be held at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic 
Church in Sublette on Saturday, Sept. 
16, at 11 a.m. with the Rev. Randy 
J. Fronek officiating. A graveside 
service with interment of ashes 
will follow the Mass at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Sublette. Merritt Funeral 
Home, Mendota, assisted the family. 

Mary Zapf is the daughter of Albert and Margaret (The-
iss) Butler. She married Clarence Zapf on Aug. 3, 1944, in 
Sublette, and they farmed in Sublette Township their entire 
married lives. She was a lifetime member of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Catholic Church in Sublette and devoted 
many years to the religious education program and youth 
choir at the parish. 

She is survived by her two sons, Steve (Shirley) Zapf of 
Rochelle and Don (Susan) Zapf of Peoria; four grandsons 
and seven great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband in 
2011 and her brother, Albert. 

Memorials may be directed to Stonecroft Village, Mendota 
or donor’s choice. Online condolences may be left at www.
merrittfh.com.

Bertha A. Sondgeroth
MENDOTA – Bertha A. Sondgeroth, 92, of Mendota 

passed away Sept. 10, 2023, at Allure of Mendota with her 
loving family by her side.

Mass of Christian Burial will be at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 14 at Holy Cross Catholic Church. Rev Jeff Windy 
will officiate and burial will follow at Holy Cross Cemetery. 
Visitation will be Sept. 13 from 5-7 p.m. with a rosary recited 
at 5 p.m. at Wasmer Funeral Home. Wasmer Funeral Home 
is privileged to assist the family.

Bertha was born Dec. 17, 1930, in Mendota, to William 
and Anne (Schneider) Klein. She married Raymond Sond-
geroth on Jan. 29, 1949.

Survivors include her four daughters, Anna (Gary) 
Schrowang of Peru, Helen (Gary) Pikula of Ladd, Rose 
(Ken) Harlow of Mendota and Donna (Dave) Blake of 
Mendota; nine grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren and 
one great-great-granddaughter.

She was preceded in death by her parents, husband Ray 
on Jan. 10, 2006; four sisters, Hilda Klein, Dorothy Weiman, 
Margaret Biers and Mary McCauley; and seven brothers, 
Ray, Gilbert, Joe, LeRoy, Edwin, Harold “Mick” and Hillary.

During her work career she was on the assembly line at 
Hart-Carter for 30 years. Bertha belonged to the Mendota 
Moose Lodge, Holy Cross Church and the Altar and Rosary 
Society. 

Memorials may be directed to Holy Cross School or Holy 
Cross Church. Condolences may be left at wasmerfuneral-
home.com.

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NO-

TICES (approximately 50 words including name, 
age, date of death, time/date of services) free of 
charge. OBITUARIES will be printed at a cost 
of $75 to be billed to the arranging funeral home 
or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please 
submit obituaries or death notices to editor@men-
dotareporter.com.

www.eurekasavings.com
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THEN YOU CAN WIN!
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$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
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LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:Family Dollar Logo Winner - Julie Schmidt
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Helen M. Martin
SHULLSBURG, Wis. – Helen 

“Honey” M. Martin, 92, of rural 
Shullsburg, Wis., passed away on 
Sunday, Sept. 10, 2023, at the Me-
morial Hospital of Lafayette County 
in Darlington, Wis. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held Thursday, Sept. 14, at 11 a.m. 
at St. Matthew’s Catholic Church 
(344 N. Judgement St., Shullsburg) 
with Fr. Peter Lee officiating. Burial 
will be at St. Matthew’s Cemetery in 
Shullsburg. A visitation will be held Wednesday, Sept. 13, 
from 4-8 p.m. at Erickson Funeral Home (235 N. Judge-
ment St., Shullsburg) where a rosary will be prayed at 3:30 
p.m. and on Thursday from 10-10:45 a.m. at St. Matthew’s 
Catholic Church.

She was born on Nov. 16, 1930, in Ion, Iowa, the daughter 
of William “Bill” and Lillie (Fett) Aird. She attended a one 
room schoolhouse in Ion through eighth grade and went on 
to graduate from Waukon High School in 1949. Helen mar-
ried her best friend, Thomas H. Martin, on Oct. 20, 1956, at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Dubuque, Iowa. Together, 
they cultivated a life filled with love, hard work, and devotion 
to their family.

Helen is survived by her children, Kim (Jim) Francis of 
Warren, Ill., Joe (Annie) Martin of rural Darlington, Lauri 
(Dick) Teutschmann of rural Gratiot, Christine (Bob) Knautz 
of rural Shullsburg, and Tom (Emily) Martin of Darlington. 
She was a beloved grandmother to Jacob, Karla (Kurt), Krystal 
(Zach), Brandon, Kiel (Kristi), Katie (Carson), Jake (Emily), 
Amanda (Nick), Jaime (Alex), Brent (Claire), Brett (Kelsey), 
Brock (Bailey), Elizabeth (Ralph), William (Taylor), Preston, 
Aloysius, Cyril and 13 great-grandchildren; sisters-in-law, 
Rosie Keleher and Anna Marie Hessling and many nieces 
and nephews.

Helen was preceded in death by her husband Tom in 2002; 
son Greg in 2011; brothers, Alfred (Bernice) Aird and Bud 
(Geri) Aird; nephews, Lance Aird, James Keleher, Douglas 
Keleher; and great-nephew, Chris Stewart.

Helen took great pride in raising her children and 
contributed to her family’s farm all while dedicating 
countless hours to nurturing her garden. Helen had a 
flair for baking, cooking, sewing, and crocheting, often 
sharing these homemade gifts with loved ones. She found 
joy in reading, especially history books and magazines 
and spent many years preserving the fruits of her labor 
through canning. Helen was selfless in her giving and 
always put others first. Above all, Helen’s love for her 
family was paramount. She cherished holidays, especially 
Christmas and Easter, going above and beyond to ensure 
each celebration was filled with love, homemade meals, 
and thoughtful gifts. Her strong will to be present in her 
family’s life and fierce independence kept her in her own 
home all these years.

She was an active member of the St. Matthew’s Catholic 
Church, serving in its Altar and Rosary Society, and its 
CCW. Beyond her church, her spirit of service extended to 
volunteering at St. Vincent de Paul for many years. Helen 
will be sadly missed and fondly remembered by her family 
and friends.

The family would like to thank Penny Tregloan for the 
friendship and care she provided over the last few months. 
They would also like to thank the Lafayette County Memorial 
Hospital’s doctors and nursing staff for the excellent care that 
they had provided Helen over the last week.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that you send them 
to your own mom or a loved one.

Online condolences may be expressed to the family at 
www.ericksonfuneralhome.com.

MENDOTA – OSF Saint 
Paul Medical Center will host 
a community blood drive 
with ImpactLife on Friday, 
Sept. 22, from noon – 5 
p.m. in conference room C.  
ImpactLife is the provider of 
blood and blood components 
to OSF Saint Paul and many 
other communities in our 
region.

To schedule an appoint-
ment for donation, call (800) 
747-5401 or schedule online 
at www.bloodcenter.org, 
or via the Blood Center’s 
mobile app.

Blood donations are often 
used to help treat patients 
with cancer, victims of trau-
ma and patients undergoing 
major surgeries.  All persons 
aged 17 and up (or 16, with 
a signed parental permission 

form) who weigh at least 
110 lbs. and are in general 
good health meet the basic 
eligibility requirements for 
blood donation.  For more 
information, call ImpactLife 
at (800) 747-5401, visit 
www.bloodcenter.org., or 
download the IMPACT 
mobile app at www.blood-
center.org/app.

ImpactLife is a not-for-
profit community organiza-
tion providing blood services 
to 120 hospitals in Illinois, 
Iowa, Missouri, and Wis-
consin, including 12 of 15 
OSF HealthCare facilities.  
For more information, see 
www.bloodcenter.org and 
find them @impactlife-
blood on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, YouTube, and 
Snapchat.

OSF holding blood drive Sept. 22
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• Tree Trimming• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal• Tree Removal

• Gutter Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning 
• Bush & Shrub • Bush & Shrub 

TrimmingTrimming
• Brush & Yard • Brush & Yard 
Fall CleanupFall Cleanup

• Stump Grinding• Stump Grinding

• Free Estimates • Fully Insured •• Free Estimates • Fully Insured • 08212023

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

815-503-9273815-503-9273

Section 29 of the Willow Creek Township,
Paw Paw, Lee County, Illinois

Asking $12,500 per acre.

   • 92 Tillable Acres
   • 27 Acres Recreational Woodlands
   • Productivity Index (PI) 129
   • Potential Cash Rent - $315-$390
   • Potential Rec. Rent - $35-$55
   • 2022 Taxes - $4097
   • Zoned Ag-1

CALL

954-554-5612
Steven Massey P.A.

Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

MAIN STREET
(815) 252-9605 06

01
20

22

ing Gift and God’s Saving 
Grace, but I go with God’s 
Sustaining Gift.”

The fewer installed tur-
bines makes GSG the smaller 
of Leeward’s two windmill 
farms in the area as it also 
operates the Mendota Hills 
Windfarm, which has 29 
turbines.

In the repowering process of wind turbines, 95 percent of the blades are being recycled. They’re made of fiberglass, 
wood, and other materials that can be recycled and reused. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

Wind
Continued from Page A1 Thornton, who lives in 

Charlotte but has his office 
in Texas, is well knowledge-
able about the importance 
and influence of renewable 
energy.

“First of all, it’s produc-
ing admission free energy. 
They contribute to the state’s 
sustainable energy goals,” 
Thornton said. “It also has a 
significant economic impact 

on the county. It increases 
tax dollars. During con-
struction, there are probably 
300 workers that are hired 
and we try to hire locally 
as much as we can. They 
stay at hotels and shop and 
eat at local establishments. 
Overall, there is an econom-
ic impact. We’re also very 
strong in our community 
involvement. We’re sup-

porting Reimagine Mendota 
and other local causes.

“It’s like having a car. 
You have to upgrade and 
utilize technology because 
efficiency is so important 
for a number of reasons. 
You want to produce as 
much clean energy as you 
can. When the technology 
is there and available, we 
upgrade.”

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – The Mendota City Council handled several 
items of business at its Sept. 5 regular meeting.

Alderman John Hessenberger presented a zoning variance 
request from Kurt Bruno at 40 N. 42nd Road, which was 
approved by the council. The zoning variance is for the con-
struction of a shed that is one foot over the allowed height.

Alderman Jim Fitzpatrick informed fellow council mem-
bers of a request from the Mendota Area Christian Food 
Pantry to hold a ‘Bucket Brigade’ fundraising event on Friday, 
Sept. 22. The council voted to allow the event, which will be 
conducted at the intersection of Main and Meriden streets.

Alderwoman Vicki Johnson issued a thank you to the 
city and everyone else involved in the first day of the “Food 
Truck MAINia” held on Aug. 28. She said it was a very 
successful start to the event with more than 200 people in 
attendance. The food truck program will continue on the 
second and fourth Mondays of the month through Nov. 13 
from 4-8 p.m. in the IC parking lot and parking lot #2 on 
Main Street in downtown Mendota. It features food trucks 
as well as music and raffles.

The next regular meeting of the Mendota City Council 
will be Monday, Sept. 18 at 5:30 p.m.

City Council approves zoning
variance, food pantry request

CHICAGO – The Illinois Hous-
ing Development Authority (IHDA) 
announced the Illinois Homeowner 
Assistance Fund (ILHAF) will no 
longer accept applications beginning 
at 11:59 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 31, 
2023. ILHAF supports qualified 
homeowners with grants of up to 
$60,000 for past-due mortgage 
payments, property taxes, property 
insurance and homeowner and/or 
condo association fees. Any appli-
cation submitted prior to closing will 
be reviewed to determine eligibility 
and a submitted application is not a 
guarantee of approval. Eligible Illi-
nois homeowners can apply online at 
www.illinoishousinghelp.org.

“Any homeowner struggling to 
make their monthly payments due to 
lingering fallout from the pandemic 
should not hesitate and reach out 
today to see if you are eligible for 
this free assistance,” said IHDA Ex-
ecutive Director Kristin Faust. “There 
is no guarantee of additional funding 
from Congress, so do not miss out 
on this opportunity and visit www.
illinoishousinghelp.org today to see 
if IHDA or any other state of Illinois 
resources can help.”

Originally launched in April 2022, 
ILHAF has provided more than $246 
million to help 13,730 Illinois home-
owners impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic avoid foreclosure and 

remain in their homes while they 
regained their financial footing. The 
average grant amount is $17,988 per 
household and more than 69 percent of 
ILHAF funds have gone to socially dis-
advantaged areas throughout Illinois.

ILHAF was created by the state 
of Illinois to help homeowners avoid 
mortgage default and foreclosure after 
experiencing a financial hardship 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Payments are made directly to the 
mortgage servicer, taxing body or oth-
er eligible entity once a homeowner’s 
application has been approved. To 
qualify for ILHAF, Illinois homeown-
ers must meet the following criteria:

• Be past due on one or more of 
mortgage loan, property tax, property 
insurance and/or HOA/condo associ-
ation fee payments.

• Have a household income at 
or below 150 percent Area Median 
Income.

• Own and occupy a home in Illi-
nois as a primary residence.

• Experienced a financial hard-
ship after Jan. 21, 2020, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic (including a 
hardship that began before Jan. 21, 
2020 but continued after that date).

Proof of citizenship is not required 
to apply and receive ILHAF assis-
tance. ILHAF assistance is not public 
charge benefit. 

IHDA has partnered with housing 

counseling agencies and communi-
ty-based organizations across the state 
to assist households with assembling 
the required documents and complet-
ing their applications. This assistance 
is free and available in more than 37 
languages, including American Sign 
Language. A list of these agencies of-
fering assistance can be found online 
at www.illinoishousinghelp.org or by 
calling 866-454-3571.

ILHAF is funded through an ap-
propriation in the federal American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (P.L. 117-2), 
which was signed into law in March 
2021. The $1.9 trillion economic 
stimulus relief designed to speed 
up recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic included $9.96 billion 
allocated for state territories, tribes 
and the Department of Hawaiian 
Homelands. The state of Illinois was 
allocated $386.9 million which was 
appropriated to IHDA by the Illinois 
General Assembly (P.A. 102-0017).

About the Illinois Housing 
Development Authority 

IHDA (www.ihda.org) is a 
self-supporting state agency that 
finances the creation and the preser-
vation of affordable housing across 
Illinois. Since its creation in 1967, 
IHDA has allocated $18 billion and 
financed approximately 255,000 af-
fordable housing units for residents 
of Illinois.

Illinois Homeowner Assistance Fund Program closing Oct. 31

OGLESBY – New cer-
tified medical assistants 
celebrated completing their 
one-year program during 
Illinois Valley Community 
College’s pinning ceremony 
Aug. 25.

Of the 11 graduates, seven 
completed their program in 
December 2022 and four 
more completed in July. The 
pins that the graduates re-
ceived are small medallions 
engraved with the college 
name and program.

Graduates are: Erin Ben-
nett; Carley Dadisman; 
Lauren Ernat; Kerrigan Hagi; 
Katie Holdiman; Courtney 
Holler; Jensen Lewis; April 
McIntosh; Nancy Sandoval; 
Jenny Stevenson; and Aman-
da Zachary.

This is the fifth class to 
complete IVCC’s program 
since it began in 2020, 
though due to pandemic 
interruptions this is only 
the second pinning cere-
mony. Graduates are now 
eligible to sit for the CMA 
exam, a national certifica-
tion through the American 

Association of Medical 
Assistants.

“CMAs are often the 
first contact a patient has in 
a clinic, and are essential, 
multi-skilled health care pro-
fessionals whose duties can 
range from reception intake 
to lab testing, blood draws, 
administering medications 
and assisting with exams and 
procedures,” said Medical 
Assisting Program Coordi-
nator Kaity Ritter. 

IVCC’s program extends 
over three semesters, with the 
third spent interning at clin-
ics in the surrounding area.  
“Working as a CMA can be 
a step in the health career 
sequence between certifica-
tion as a nursing assistant and 
entry into a nursing program, 
as well as a step towards 
health care administration,” 
Ritter added. 

Additional information 
is available on the medical 
assistant program page on 
IVCC’s website or by email-
ing Ritter at kaity_ritter@
ivcc.edu or calling 815-224-
0274.

IVCC holds CMA pinning event

Animals-Pet Waste Ordinance
• The purpose of this section is to establish requirements 

for the proper disposal of pet solid waste in the City of Men-
dota so as to protect public health, safety and welfare, and 
to prescribe penalties for failure to comply.

• Requirement for disposal. All pet owners and keepers are 
required to immediately and properly dispose of their pet’s 
solid waste deposited on any property, public or private, not 
owned or possessed by that person.

• Exemptions. Any owner or keeper who requires the use 
of a disability assistance animal shall be exempt from the 
provisions of this section while such animal is being used 
for that purpose.

• Violations and penalties. Any person(s) who is found to 
have violated the provisions of this section shall be subject 
to a fine of no less than $25 and no more than $75.

Mendota City Ordinance
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Sept. 16, 1998.)
By Jessica Nashold

The month of September in 1933 
found a number of Mendota businesses 
on the move. Spurgeons, in search of 
more space, moved from a single store 
on the south side of Washington Street to 
the former Edwards Hardware location 
and a vacant building next to it.

Quite a number of men carried 
boxes and merchandise from the 
store to just a few doors west.

***
Westermans moved their business 

from the location one door west of the 
southwest corner of Main and Wash-
ington streets to the building Spurgeons 
had vacated. In a full-page ad for his 
grand opening at the new location, Mr. 
Westerman pledged loyalty to the cause 
of the NRA (National Recovery Act). 
Addressing President Roosevelt, he 
commented that he had confidence “the 
next six months will bear rich fruits of 
this economic seed you have planted.”

It is a privilege and honor to 
wave the banner in your cause.
Gish Jewelry moved one door east 

into the building Westerman had left.
***

Yohn & Ossman opened a beauty par-
lor in connection with their barber shop. 
On opening day, Miss Sally Foxx, award 
winner at a beauticians’ trade show in 
Chicago, was on hand to demonstrate 
some of her “hair dressings.”

***
George Lewis sold his Lewis Pro-

duce Co. to Blackhawk Produce of 
Dixon. Richard Smith of Franklin Grove 
was manager. Blackhawk Produce was 
located at 804 Illinois Ave.

***
Henry Zolper & Sons received a 

contract for 1 ½ miles of pavement 
on the Harmon spur in Lee County at 
$24,574.24, including two box culverts. 
A second contract for 2 ½ miles between 
Triumph and Route 69, at $61,930.52, 
included some bridges. The roads were 
15 feet wide.

***
With seven lettermen returning, the 

outlook was promising for a satisfying 
football season at MHS in 1933. Rufus 
Dewitz was coach.

The backs, huskier than they 
were a year ago, will hold their 
own in poundage.

***
Seven former students enrolled for 

post-graduate work at MHS. Edward 
Brown, Carol Holliston, Doris VanRy, 
Marty Masear, Raymond McCarthy, 
Charley Stare and Bob Wirschem.

Masear is manager of the foot-
ball team.

***
Margaret Sherwood retired from her 

duties as secretary to MHS superinten-
dent M.E. Steele. The position was filled 
by Faith Fitch. Enrollment in September 
1933 was 312 students.

***
Although the NRA stipulated 

40-hour work weeks, the help at the 
canning plant were allowed to put in 
longer hours.

Corn is perishable and has to be 
canned when brought in.
Corn not handled properly would 

be too hard.
***

Ray Possley’s father came from 
Thorp, Wis., to help him set up for 
production of ice cream mix at Men-
dota Milk Products plant. The mix 
commanded a higher price than other 
products made there.

It will be passed on to the farmers 
bringing in their milk who will 
be benefited.

***
Until the 10th of the month, Sep-

tember 1933 was “the warmest in 
memory.” Temperatures ranged 12 
degrees higher than average. On Sept. 
1, the thermometer was 90 degrees. On 
Sept. 8, it was 100.

***
The Chicago Cardinals played the 

Princeton Tigers in the lighted field at 
Alexander Park. The Cardinals were 
paid $700, with Princeton merchants 
making sure this commitment was 
honored.

The Cardinals are rivals of the 
Chicago Bears of which Red 
Grange is the leading player.
A record crowd was anticipated.

***
K.W. Pohl, secretary of Mendota 

Building & Loan Association, spent 
the noon hour of Sept. 13, 1933, in the 
Building & Loan office on the second 
floor of the Erbes building on the south 
side of Washington Street. A directors’ 
meeting was scheduled there for one 
o’clock. Since Pohl was in the office, 
the sage was not locked.

Suddenly, two armed men entered the 
office and collected $294 in cash from 
the safe, plus Pohl’s personal cash. Pohl 
said they appeared to be 22-25 years 
old. One was 5-10 and wore a hat, the 
other 5-6 with sandy hair. Both wore 
dark clothes.

Both spoke good English and 
looked neat.
They made their escape.

***
Nisley & Leiser, owners of The 

Mendota Reporter, asked subscribers 
to renew their subscriptions without 
receiving a bill.

Since the rate of postage is 3 
cents on each letter, The Report-
er has not been sending bills in 
subscriptions.
Reporter subscriptions had been 

reduced to $1.50 per year in Illinois and 
$2 for out-of-state subscribers.

We do need the money as we have 
some very heavy bills to pay.

***
At a meeting of the American 

Legion Auxiliary, Pearl Schaller ex-
plained the meaning of “Fidac.” She 
said the letters stood for Federation 
International Ancienne Combatants. 
It was founded Nov. 28, 1920, to 
strengthen comradeship developed on 
the battlefield and use it in the cause 
of peace. The American Legion was 
the only representative of “Fidac” in 
the U.S.

***
A Tri-Motor Ford plane landed in 

a field west of Conco Press on West 
Washington Street. A crowd soon gath-
ered and learned that the wing spread 
was 76 feet, weight six tons and big 
pneumatic tires were used.

They look like regular truck 
tires.
The plane could accommodate 14 

passengers and rides were $1.
***

Gilbert Krenz and Rodney Whitmore 
visited the Dickson Tombs at Lewistown 
for a history project. Their account 
was published in full in The Mendota 
Reporter on Sept. 11, 1933.

Mendota merchants on the move – 1933
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Scott Reeder
An unexpected conversation with a college acquaintance 

this past week has me thinking about the power of words.I 
first met Bill 40 years ago when I was a freshman in college. 
I was going through a rough time. I was away from home 
for the first time and was a assigned a roommate that I just 
couldn’t stand. 

Bill was a community college transfer from the Chicago 
suburbs. He had grown up in a devout home but wasn’t 
regularly attending church. One day, I was sitting in the 
laundromat in the basement of my dorm when he came and 
sat beside me.

He asked what I was reading and I told him it was the 
New Testament. He asked where I went to church and I 
explained that I attended a congregation near campus but 
wasn’t particularly happy there. Although the church was 
the same denomination that I had grown up in, the pastor’s 
messages were about as deep as a coat of varnish. 

For whatever reason, I shared this with Bill. He told me of 
a church that he visited once that met in the college student 
union. The pastor was elderly and battling cancer. But he was 
sincere. There was no stained glass, pews or organs. Folks 
sat in folding chairs in a borrowed upper room.

Bill told me I should try that church.
His suggestion altered my life. I fell in love with the tiny 

congregation and adored the pastor and his wife. My cynicism 
dissipated. For the first time since leaving home, I felt like I 
had a place where I belonged. 

The pastor joked that Bill made me a regular attender, 
even though he didn’t come himself.

During the past 40 years, I have lived in cities all over the 
United States. But the first thing I would do when moving to a 
new community is join a church. Some advice given 40 years 
ago by a casual acquaintance altered the trajectory of my life.

When Bill and I spoke this past week, his recollection of 
me was dim at best. I’m certain he doesn’t remember that 
conversation. But his words mattered.

A number of years ago a co-worker took me aside and told 
me how something I had said changed her life. 

The two of us were young reporters working the nightshift 

at a newspaper and as she tells it she joked about getting 
drunk after work and driving home. 

According to her, I said I didn’t respect that and asked: 
“How would you feel if you killed someone because you 
were driving drunk?”

Years later, she took me aside and told me how my words 
altered her life. She immediately quit drinking and driving.

When she told me this, I was flummoxed. While it sounded 
like something I might say, I have no memory of that long-
ago discourse.

I have chosen a career of words. Words matter particularly 
when they are delivered with sincerity and kindness. 

Another former co-worker, Gary Schneeberger, tells of 
how a past supervisor’s words changed his life.

“It was my first ever professional job review, and I think it 
might have been one of his first, because he had just become 
an assistant city editor when he did my evaluation. … In the 
summary he said, ‘If Gary continues to apply himself and learn 
his craft I can see him working his way up into management 
one day. That was the first time, I ever thought higher than 
the byline. I was like, ‘Wow, you mean, being like an editor 
and a leader and helping other writers and reporters. Is that 
something that’s open to me, too, someday?’”

Schneeberger has gone on to a distinguished career heading 
up public relations for Focus on the Family and other endeav-
ors. He added the editor who gave him the encouragement 
has no recollection of doing so. 

I’d be remiss in not noting that the person Schneeberger 
said inspired him to greater things, was the worst boss I’ve 
had in my 35 years in the workforce. He criticized me during 
a job evaluation for abstaining from alcohol and living too 
sheltered a life to be a good journalist.

The biblical book of Proverbs says: “The soothing tongue 
is a tree of life, but a perverse tongue crushes the spirit.”

In my 58 years, I too have said things I have regretted. To 
this I can only ask the listener’s forgiveness. But I pray when 
I do speak, I’m offering words of encouragement.

Why? Because words matter. 
(Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can be 

reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.)

The power of words cannot be denied

Let’s re-read the headline, back to real TV.
It doesn’t say reality T.V., but real TV.
I don’t know why or how we all got sucked into 

reality television such as the Kardashians, Jersey Shore, 
Survivor, Lego Mas-
ters, Hell’s Kitch-
en, Real World, Big 
Brother, the celebrity 
almost docu-series, 
contests, games, and 
challenges that throw 
drama (not the genre, 
the attention-seeking 
attitude followed by 

ridiculous acts or actions) at you faster than Vin Diesel 
drives a car in 10 Fast and the Furious movies.

Although I enjoyed the Real World when it brought 
the then-new element to the screen in 1992, the delib-
erate blow up of the reality genre has been exhausting, 
annoying, and to some, has led to a desensitized, arrogant, 
belligerent, and many other not so positive adjectives 
about our society.

It is really crazy that in 100 years people are going 
to be able to know about us as people, our society, our 
country, and the era by looking at what was on screens 
whether it be television, movies, tablets, or phones.

Anyway, I digress.
I found a show that is actually a show.
It isn’t a documentary. Or a docu-series.
It isn’t reality TV.
Winning Time: The Rise of the Lakers Dynasty is a 

real show. Real where actors are acting and stories are 
being told that have facts behind them but it can also be 
pretend, staged, creatively added to without caring in 
terms if the real person would say a statement or make 
an action that’s portrayed in the show.

Yes, the story of Magic Johnson, Larry Bird, Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar, Pat Riley, and many more could be told 
in the other formats, but instead this is a real show that 
has you enjoying the story line and seeing what’s next 
although some know what’s next.

But how is Winning Time going to portray it.
Since it’s not reality or a docu-series, HBO can 

portray it any way they want to because it’s a fictional 
based on a true story type of presentation.

The best presentations. 
Every time I tell someone about the show, the first 

question I’m asked is, “Is it a docu-series?” Followed 
by, ‘Is there real footage of the team?’

No, absolutely not.
Which I love because if I wanted to watch footage or 

read a book of the non-fiction games, plot line, and the 
conflicts between characters, I could have 30 years ago.

It’s way more fun to watch John C. Reilly be Jerry 
Buss than Jerry Buss playing himself.

Although the real Magic Johnson is charismatic, 
had his own TV show, and isn’t afraid to be on camera, 
it’s more fun to watch someone else act like Magic as 
Quincy Isaiah (who does look like the man he is playing 
on the show) is entertaining.

I don’t get sucked into TV often.
I’m not a binge watcher. There isn’t a show that I’ve 

watched 20 episodes in three days or a show.
The only show I watched in real time when it aired 

weekly was Game of Thrones for the first five seasons. 
The last three I caught when I caught, including watching 
the last episode three years after it aired.

However, Winning Time may be different as I plan to 
watch every Sunday or the day after the original view-
ing opportunity because the idea of having people act 
instead of reality TV garbage where people are causing 
drama on screen to get more screen time is refreshing.

I’m sure there are other shows that you watch for 
the same reasons. 

But for me, Winning Time is the one.

Back to real T.V.

Never 
the 

Last 
Chance

By Brandon LaChance

Public Servants
UNITED STATES CONGRESS

Lauren Underwood (D), 14th District; Washington, D.C. 
office: 1410 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515, 
telephone (202) 225-2976; Sandwich office: 207 E. Church 
St., Unit F, Sandwich, IL 60548, telephone (630) 549-2190.

SECRETARY OF STATE
Alexi Giannoulias (D), 213 State Capitol, Springfield, IL 

62756, telephone toll free in Illinois (800) 252-8980.
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Kwame Raoul (D), Springfield main office: 500 
S. Second St., Springfield, IL 62701, telephone (217) 
782-1090, TTY (877) 844-5461; Chicago office: 100 W. 
Randolph St., Chicago, IL 60601, telephone (312) 814-
3000, TTY (800) 964-3013; Northern Illinois Regional 
Office, Zeke Giorgi Center, 2005 S. Wyman St., Suite 
307, Rockford, IL 61101, telephone (815) 967-3883, 
TTY (815) 967-3891.

COMPTROLLER
Susana A. Mendoza (D), Office of the Comptroller – 

Springfield Executive Office, 325 W. Adams, Springfield, 
IL 62704, telephone (217) 782-6000; Records Center (800) 
877-8078.

TREASURER
Michael W. Frerichs (D), Springfield Capitol Building, 

219 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-2211; fax (217) 782-2777.
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SENIORS/SOCIAL SECURITY

1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota • 815-539-6263

meyersfurniture.com
Mon & Fri 9-6 • Tue &Wed 9-5 

Thurs Closed • Sat 10-5
Sun Noon-4 09092019

618 6th Street • Mendota, Illinois 61342
www.setchellagency.com

Office: (815) 539-9311 • Residence: (815) 539-5321

SETCHELL 
AGENCY LTD.

09
16

20
20

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 

mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota Area Senior Services

Programs & Services:
• Transportation 
Services

• Caregiver 
Support & 
Services

• Options 
Counseling

• Lending Closet
• Senior Health 
Insurance 
Program

• Educational 
Opportunities 
(Computer Lab 
& Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & 
Assistance

• Congregate 
Meal Site

• Senior Center

We can advocate for you  
with Social Security

Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP

L-R: Kathleen M. Stevenson
Michael S. Guilfoyle

GENERAL PRACTICE

Auto 
Accidents

Workers 
Compensation

1316 Meriden St., Mendota, IL
815-539-6711

kati@guilfoyleandstevenson.com
michael@guilfoyleandstevenson.com TFN

General
Question: I usually get my 

benefit payment on the third 
of the month. But what if 
the third falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday, or holiday? Will my 
payment be late? 

Answer: Just the opposite. 
Your payment should arrive 
early. For example, if you 
usually get your payment 
on the third of a month, 
but it falls on a weekend or 
legal holiday, we will send 
payments on the business 
day prior to the due date. 
You can find the payment 
schedules at www.ssa.gov/
pubs/calendar.htm. Any time 
you don’t receive a payment, 
be sure to wait 3 days before 
calling to report it missing. 
To ensure that your payments 
go to the right place, create a 
personal my Social Security 
account. There, you can ver-
ify and manage your benefits 
without calling or visiting 
an office. Please visit www.
ssa.gov/myaccount to create 
your account.

***
Question: I got married 

and I need to change my 
name in Social Security’s 
records. What do I do?

Answer: If you change 
your name due to marriage 
or for any other reason, you’ll 
need to report the change 
and get a corrected Social 
Security card with your new 
name. You will need to fill 
out Form SS-5. You can get a 
copy of this form by visiting 
www.ssa.gov/forms/ss-5.pdf 
or by calling our toll-free 
number 1-800-772-1213 
(TTY 1-800-325-0778). 
You’ll also need to provide 
the original marriage certif-
icate showing your new and 
old names. You can mail or 
take the documentation to 
your local Social Security 
office. In some cases, we may 
need other forms of docu-
mentation as well. For more 
information, visit www.ssa.
gov/ssnumber.

Retirement
Question: I worked for 

the last 10 years and I now 
have my 40 credits. Does this 
mean that I get the maximum 
Social Security retirement 
benefit?

Answer: Probably not. 
The 40 credits are the min-
imum number you need to 
qualify for retirement bene-
fits. However, we do not base 
your benefit amount on those 
credits; it’s based on your 
earnings over a lifetime of 
work. To learn more about 
how you earn Social Secu-
rity credits and how they 
work, read or listen to our 
publication How You Earn 
Credits, available at www.
ssa.gov/pubs.

***
Question: I have never 

worked but my spouse has. 

What will my benefits be?
Answer: You can be 

entitled to as much as one-
half of your spouse’s benefit 
amount when you reach full 
retirement age. If you decide 
to receive Social Security 
retirement benefits before 
you reach full retirement age, 
the amount of your benefit 
is reduced. The amount of 
reduction depends on when 
you will reach full retirement 
age. For example, if your 
full retirement age is 66, you 
can get 35 percent of your 
spouse’s unreduced benefit at 
age 62 (a permanent reduc-
tion); if your full retirement 
age is 67, you can get 32.5 
percent of your spouse’s 
unreduced benefit at age 62 
(a permanent reduction). 

The amount of your ben-
efit increases if your entitle-
ment begins at a later age, up 
to the maximum of 50 percent 
at full retirement age. How-
ever, if you are taking care of 
a child who is under age 16 
or who gets Social Security 
disability benefits on your 
spouse’s record, you get the 
full spouse’s benefits, regard-
less of your age. Learn more 
about retirement benefits at 
www.ssa.gov/retirement.

Disability
Question: How do I know 

if I have worked long enough 
to qualify for Social Security 
disability benefits?

Answer: You must have 
worked long enough — and 
recently enough — under 
Social Security to qualify 
for disability benefits. So-
cial Security work credits 
are based on your total 
yearly wages or self-em-
ployment income. You can 
earn up to four credits each 
year. The amount needed 
for a credit changes from 
year to year. The number 
of work credits you need 
to qualify for disability 
benefits depends on your 
age when you become dis-
abled. Generally, you need 
40 credits, 20 of which you 
earned in the last 10 years, 
ending with the year you 
become disabled. Howev-
er, younger workers may 
qualify with fewer credits. 
To learn more, see our 
Disability Planner at  www.
ssa.gov/planners/disability.

***
Question: I  have a 

38-year-old son who has 
been disabled by cerebral 
palsy since birth. I plan to 
apply for retirement benefits. 
Will he be eligible for ben-
efits as my disabled child? 

Answer: Yes. In general, 
an adult disabled before 
age 22 may be eligible for 
child’s benefits if a parent 
is deceased or starts receiv-
ing retirement or disability 
benefits. We consider this a 
“child’s” benefit because we 

pay it on the parent’s Social 
Security earnings record. 

The “adult child” — in-
cluding an adopted child, or, 
in some cases, a stepchild, 
grandchild, or step grand-
child — must be unmarried, 
age 18 or older, and have a 
disability that started before 
age 22.

Supplemental 
Security Income

Question: My brother 
died recently and left me 
some money. Will this inheri-
tance affect my SSI benefits? 

Answer: We consider the 
money inherited from your 
brother as income for the 
month you receive it. That 
could make you ineligible 
for SSI that month, depend-
ing on the amount of the 
inheritance. If you keep the 
money into the next month, 
it becomes a part of your 
resources. You cannot have 
more than $2,000 in resourc-
es and remain eligible for 
SSI. You should call Social 
Security at 1-800-772-1213 
(TTY 1-800-325-0778) be-
tween 7 a.m. and 7 p.m., 
Monday through Friday and 
report the inheritance. Rep-
resentatives can tell you how 
the inheritance might affect 
your SSI eligibility. Find out 
more at www.ssa.gov/ssi.

Medicare
Question: I found out that 

my daughter submitted in-
correct information about my 
resources when she complet-
ed my Application for Help 
with Medicare Prescription 
Drug Plan Costs. How can I 
get my application changed 
now to show the correct 
amount?

Answer: You can call 
1-800-772-1213 (TTY 
1-800-325-0778) and let us 
know. We will match infor-
mation on your application 
with data from other federal 
agencies. If there is a discrep-
ancy that requires verifica-
tion, we will contact you. For 
additional information about 
Medicare prescription drug 
plans or enrollment periods, 
visit www.medicare.gov or 
call 1-800-633-4227.

***
Question: Where can I 

find general information 
about Medicare benefits?

Answer: Social Security 
determines whether people 
are entitled to Medicare 
benefits, but the program is 
administered by the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS). You can 
visit CMS’ Medicare website 
at www.medicare.gov or call 
them at 1-800-MEDICARE 
(1-800-633-4227). Online 
or by phone, you can find 
answers to your Medicare 
questions at CMS.

Social Security Q&A
By Mike Weitl

PERU – The Social Security Admin-
istration and its Office of the Inspector 
General (OIG) continued to raise public 
awareness about Social Security imposter 
scams during the fourth annual “Slam the 
Scam” Day held earlier this year.  Social 
Security scams — where fraudsters pres-
sure victims into making cash or gift card 
payments to fix alleged Social Security 
number problems or to avoid arrest – are 
an ongoing government imposter fraud 
scheme.  For several years, Social Security 
impersonation scams have been one of the 
most common government imposter scams 
reported to the Federal Trade Commission.  
We’ve made concerted efforts to address 
this issue, through extensive outreach and 
investigative initiatives.  These efforts have 
made a significant impact, reducing money 
reported lost to Social Security scams by 30 
percent from 2021 to 2022.

“I am proud of the work we have done to 
combat Social Security imposter scams and 
raise public awareness,” said Kilolo Kijakazi, 
Acting Commissioner of Social Security.  “We 
will continue to use every tool at our disposal 
to protect the public and their critical benefits.  
We urge Americans to remain vigilant, do not 
give out personal information or money, and 
report any scam attempts.”

Scammers use sophisticated tactics to trick 
potential victims into disclosing personal and 
financial information.  Typically, they use the 
five P’s – Pretend, Prize or Problem, Pressure, 
and Payment.  For example, scammers pre-
tend they are from Social Security in phone 
calls or emails and claim there is a problem 
with the person’s Social Security number.  
The scammer’s caller ID may be spoofed to 
look like a legitimate government number.  
Scammers may also send fake documents to 
pressure people into complying with demands 
for information or money.  Other common 

tactics include citing “badge numbers” and 
using fraudulent Social Security letterhead 
to target individuals for payment or personal 
information. 

We will never:
• Tell you that your Social Security number 

is suspended.
• Contact you to demand an immediate 

payment.
• Threaten you with arrest.
• Ask for your credit or debit card numbers 

over the phone.
• Request gift cards or cash.
• Promise a Social Security benefit approv-

al or increase in exchange for information 
or money.

Our employees do contact the public by 
telephone for business purposes.  Ordinari-
ly, we call people who recently applied for 
benefits, are already receiving payments and 
require updates to their record or requested 
a phone call from us.  If there is a problem 
with a person’s Social Security number or 
record, we will mail a letter.

“Working with our law enforcement and 
private sector partners to inform consumers 
about scammers and their deceptive prac-
tices remains a priority for my office.  We 
will continue promoting National Slam 
the Scam Day to help protect consumers 
from these predators.  Slamming the scam 
begins with consumers quickly taking a step 
to hang up the phone, or delete suspicious 
texts and emails, without responding to the 
scammers,” said Gail S. Ennis, Inspector 
General for the Social Security Adminis-
tration.  “That remains the easiest and most 
effective method to avoid falling prey to 
these vicious scams.”

To report a scam attempt, go to oig.ssa.gov.  
For more information, please visit www.ssa.
gov/scam and www.ssa.gov/antifraudfacts.

(Weitl is the Social Security District Man-
ager in Peru.)

Slam the scam with Social Security

By Mike Weitl
PERU – Elder abuse is the 

intentional mistreatment or 
harming of an older person. 
An older person is defined 
by the Social Security Act 
as someone over age 60. 
This abuse takes many 
forms – including physical, 
emotional, and sexual harm, 
neglect, and financial ex-
ploitation. More than 1 in 10 
older adults experience some 
form of abuse each year. That 
number is likely much higher 
because elder abuse is often 
underreported– especially in 
underserved communities. 

Abuse victims typically 
show emotional and be-
havioral red flags, such as 
depression, unusual fear 
or anxiety, or intentional 
isolation. Many victims are 
abused by someone they 
know or trust. It’s important 
to look for unusual changes 
in behavior around:

• Family members.
• Staff at inpatient fa-

cilities.
• Hired or volunteer 

caregivers.
• People in positions of 

trust like doctors or financial 
advisors.

Elder abuse: Combating injustice
You can also help make 

a difference by checking 
in with older loved ones. 
Looking for warning signs 
of mistreatment is the first 
step to preventing abuse. 
Signs of physical abuse 
include bruises, burns, 
o r  o the r  unexp la ined 
injuries.

There may also be signs 
of neglect like:

• Poor nutrition or hy-
giene.

• Lack of necessary 
medical aids like glasses or 
medications that a caretaker 
should be providing.

There may also be indi-
cations of financial abuse. 
These may include:

• Unpaid rent.
• Sudden changes to a 

will.
• Unusual changes in 

money management.
• Large, unexplained 

financial transactions.
• Mortgages despite suf-

ficient financial resources.
• Allowing someone new 

to access bank accounts.
If you suspect that some-

one is a victim of elder 

abuse, don’t ignore it! If 
you or someone you care 
about is in a life-threatening 
situation, call 911. If you 
suspect that something isn’t 
right – but nobody seems 
to be in immediate danger 
– contact:

• Your local Adult Pro-
tective Services at www.
napsa-now.org/help-in-
your-area.

• The National Center on 
Elder Abuse at 1-855-500-
3537 (ELDR).

You can also find addi-
tional local resources by 
searching the Eldercare 
Locator for your commu-
nity at eldercare.acl.gov/
Public/index.aspx.

Take some time to call 
or visit with an older adult. 
Ask if they are okay and 
listen to what they tell you. 
Pay attention to signs of 
abuse or unusual behavior. 
Most of all, don’t be afraid 
to report instances of sus-
pected abuse. Please share 
this information with those 
who need it.

(Weitl is the Social Securi-
ty District Manager in Peru.)
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Buried utility line 
coverage

• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a list of our agents 
for your property 

insurance needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$1000

Double It For

$1700

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA BUSINESS AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP 

Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

LIVE ONSITE 
DOWNSIZING 
AUCTION FOR 

LONNY SAMPSON
Registration starts at 8:30 am on Saturday,  

September 16, 2023
AUCTION STARTS AT 10:00 AM SHARP

Located at 4719 E 1950th Rd., Leland IL  
Auctioneers note: 1973 Buick Electra 225 Sedan  
Vin# 4T39T3H527044 which is a two-owner car  

within the family.
Items also in this auction will be the following:  Simplicity 
60” deck lawn mower which needs lift chains & lift button; Kohler 
Command 20 Gas Motor Hyrdro Stat Trans, power steering; 
International Cub Cadet 1250 Hydrostatic 46” deck; Cushman 
walk behind mower Mdl # 933105, ser# 933105049C Kawasaki 
FS481V; AMF Peddle Car Fire Truck; Metal Toy’s - Buddy L, Tonka 
& Structo; Single Axle 6’ 5” x 12’ 5” Utility Trailer w/ 5’ x 6’ ramp; 
Single Axle Trailer 8’ x 5’ 5” fold up ramp (No Title, bill of sale only); 
SUZUKI Quad 500 Master 4WD Automatic (runs but odometer 
not working); EZGO Golf Cart serial # 626597 not running, Manuf. 
code 01791; 40’ Container Storage (No Title, bill of sale only).

TERMS: Cash or Check only.  If paying by check for a vehicle, the check 
must clear the bank before title will be released.

Any questions or private showing please contact O.D. Holley at Advanced 
Auction & Appraisal at 815-218-0705.

ADVANCED AUCTION & 
APPRAISAL

PERU – Grace McCormick of Peru was recently 
appointed Community Outreach and Donor Engagement 
Manager for the Starved Rock Country Community 
Foundation.

As such, McCormick will organize 
special events, social media, and build 
relationships with local businesses and 
organizations.

McCormick graduated in May 
from the University of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign with a bachelor’s in 
organizational and community leader-
ship. A Bailey Scholar at UIUC, McCormick constructed 
a series of small food pantries across Champaign-Urbana. 

While in Champaign, she was a recipient of the SRC-
CF’s Carol and Dick Janko Scholarship for Promising 
Entrepreneurs. 

McCormick attended Illinois Valley Community 
College before transferring to the U of I. At IVCC, 
she earned the prestigious Matthiessen Award for 
academic achievement and exceptional community 
service and was the IVCC Foundation’s 21st Century 
Scholar. She was also the founding president of IVCC’s 
Rotaract chapter.

As part of her work with SRCCF, McCormick is 
planning to offer a philanthropy course to high school 
students and will promote local artists and their work 
via the foundation’s Arts of Starved Rock Country Fund. 

“Grace has demonstrated high achievement and lead-
ership at every level of her education. We are fortunate 
she chose to return home and share her talents here,” 
said SRCCF CEO Fran Brolley. 

“Along with her work on special events such as our 
Nov. 4 Disco Ball, developing young philanthropists and 
promoting the work of local artists, she will enhance our 
social media marketing and bolster our outreach across 
La Salle, Bureau and Putnam counties,” Brolley added.

For information on SRCCF, contact Brolley at (815) 
252-2906.

Starved Rock Country
Foundation group appoints
outreach and donor manager

McCormick

LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
LAND AUCTION

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2023 AT 10:00 AMCT

79.65 TAXABLE ACRES± • 1 TRACT

The Jean Sale Trust/Rettko farm is located 1.5 miles northeast of 
Triumph, IL or 7 miles southeast of Mendota. The farm is further 
described as being located in Section 16, T35N-R2E, Ophir 
Township, LaSalle County, Illinois.

The property consists of 79.65 taxable acres±, will be sold in 1 
tract, and represents highly productive Class A soil. Farmers and 
investors, be sure to check out this ideally located Class A farm.

JEAN SALE TRUST/RETTKO
Representing Attorney: John Duncan  

Herbolsheimer, Duncan, Eiten, Hintz & Klinefelter, P.C. 
654 First Street Suite 400, LaSalle, Illinois 61301 | (815) 223-0111

Auction Manager: Kevin Haas (309) 264-7767

VIRTUAL ONLINE
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SOCIAL NEWS

We Make Your  
Yard Great Again!!

Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteaga

• Tree Extraction • Tree Trimming • Lawn Care • Patios • 
• Fire Pits • Retainer Walls • Paver Edging • 

• Residential & Commercial •  Fully Insured •

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504

SUMMER SPECIALS
• $200 OFF a Tree Job

• $200 OFF Landscaping Job

09
04

20
23

Tobacco and MoreTobacco and More
We carry loose tobacco and flavored tobacco We carry loose tobacco and flavored tobacco 
for hookahs, cigarettes, cigars, water pipes, for hookahs, cigarettes, cigars, water pipes, 

e-cigs, vaporizers and e-juices.e-cigs, vaporizers and e-juices.

1001 Main St. Mendota 1001 Main St. Mendota 
815-539-3499815-539-3499

Mon. - Sat. 8AM-8PM, Sun. 9AM-7PMMon. - Sat. 8AM-8PM, Sun. 9AM-7PM

Smooth Smokes Smooth Smokes 
Vape ShopVape Shop

12
27

20
21

WARNING: THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS NICOTINE. 
NICOTINE IS AN ADDICTIVE CHEMICAL.

WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage MotorcyclesHot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery
• Auto Truck Repair

• Emergency Roadside Assistance
• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

05
01

20
23

Compton • 815-343-8047
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette • 815-849-5171

MENDOTA – First Pres-
byterian Church, Mendota, 
invites the community to join 
in at a special worship service 
at 10 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 
17, conducted by Pastor Lau-
rie and the church’s Kenyan 
partners, Kajuju and Kaburu.

Guests represent the 
Imenti Presbyteries, which 
are in their 25th year part-
nering with the Blackhawk 
Presbytery.  First Presby-
terian has recently begun a 
specific partnership with the 
Maua Town Church’s street 
ministry. Come hear how 
God is working through the 
church partnership to build 
relationships and change 
people’s lives.

During this Season of 
Peace and Global Witness 

(Sept. 3 – Oct. 1) you are wel-
come to join in for worship 
at 10 a.m. every Sunday and 
Bible study on Wednesday 
nights at 7 p.m.  Children 
are invited to Sunday School 
following the children’s ser-
mon at the 10 a.m. worship 
service.

The season will culmi-
nate on World Communion 
Sunday, Oct. 1. The first 
Sunday in October is desig-
nated as World Communion 
Sunday, which celebrates 
a oneness in Christ with 
all our brothers and sisters 
around the world.  All are 
invited to join in at 10 a.m. 
to share this special meal 
together that unites Chris-
tians around the world in 
the Spirit.

First Presbyterian Church
planning special worship

First Presbyterian Church in Mendota will host Kenyan 
partners at a special worship on Sept. 17.

LaMOILLE – The LaM-
oille Park is hosting the Hot 
Rodders’ Reunion Car Show 
and Pinewood Derby Chal-
lenge in conjunction with 
the annual “Playin’ in the 
Park” fundraiser on Sunday, 
Sept. 17. The car show and 
pinewood derby races start at 
11 a.m. The car show is open 
to all makes and models, and 
the pinewood races are open 
to all youth and adults. Derby 
cars built years ago or cars 
recently built are allowed.

The “Playin’ in the Park” 
event will start with a com-
munity worship service in the 
Park at 10 a.m. The afternoon 
music entertainment will 
be provided by Greenfield 
Station at 1 p.m.  The full 
menu food stand and cold 
beer service will be avail-
able all day. The menu in-
cludes pulled pork nachos or 
sandwich, ribeye sandwich, 
hamburgers, hot dogs, appe-
tizers and ice cream treats. 
Featured activities include 
a vendor fair, silent auction, 
live auction, and a 50/50 
drawing. Many hand-crafted 
and home-baked food items 
will be auctioned.

The “Littles Play Time” 
starting at 11 a.m., will 
include bouncy houses, 
sensory activities, crafts, 
train rides and “Farm Fun” 
touch a truck/tractor. The 
afternoon “Activities for 
All” at 1 p.m. includes foam 
fun, water slide, a commu-
nity-wide tractor scavenger 
hunt, temporary tattoos and 
henna tattoos.

The LaMoille Park at 206 
Gurney St., LaMoille, was 
established in 2012. It contin-
ues to develop the park with 
a group of local volunteers. 
The proceeds of this event 
will be used toward building 
a basketball/sport court at the 
park for community use. If 
anyone is interested in vol-
unteering, giving a donation 
or interested in more infor-
mation, you can contact the 
park through the LaMoille 
Park Facebook page.

OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community College’s 
One Book One College book 
discussion series is growing. 
Not only is its fourth chapter 
sprouting this fall, but the 
program is also branching 
out into a new genre (sci-
ence fiction) and on to more 
ambitious projects centered 
around the latest book theme.

The first of those projects 
took root recently as One 
Book volunteers planted a 
native pollinator garden at 
the college building’s main 
entrance. The plot filled 
with native wildflowers and 
grasses will illustrate the 
importance of the ecosystem 
and how locally and globally 
humans contribute to its sur-
vival or deterioration.

“We’re effectively chang-
ing a landscape! We’d nev-
er done anything on this 
scale before,” said College 
Librarian Jayna Leipart 
Guttilla, who is as excited 
by the garden activity as by 
the prospect of exploring 
and connecting to futuristic 
worlds in the sci-fi novel.

Garden and lifestyle 
practices preserve habitats 
where wildlife and pollina-
tors like bees and butterflies 
that are vital parts of a 
healthy environment and 
economy can thrive. The 
message of rebirth and hope 
tempered by the underlying 
environmental threat ties 
in naturally to a study of 
Octavia Butler’s post-apoc-
alyptic novel, “Parable of 
the Sower.” Butler’s tale 
of global climate change, 
economic crises and social 
chaos reached store shelves 

Ellen Evancheck, Kim Radek-Hall and Jayna Leipart 
Guttilla are surrounded by a landscape plan and plant 
labels as they prepare the One Book One College Pollina-
tor Garden at IVCC’s front entrance. The activity kicks 
off the community book discussion program’s fourth year. 
The book selected this year is a sci-fi novel, “Parable of the 
Sower” by Octavia Butler. (Photo contributed)

IVCC’s One Book One College group is changing
the landscape with planting of pollinator garden

in 1993 but seems particu-
larly pertinent amid today’s 
headlines, Guttilla said.

Butler’s message is that 
“we need to think about 
the community over the 
individual and that change is 
inevitable and a part of the 
natural cycle of our lives. So 
it’s important to be resilient 
in the face of destruction and 
scary change and to learn 
to manage it, whether it’s 

climate anxiety or personal 
anxiety,” Leipart Guttilla 
added.

She believes the garden 
sustains OBOC’s mission to 
establish a safe haven for the 
community to speak about 
difficult issues. Racism, pre-
scription drug addiction, and 
working poverty and how the 
community responds to and 
is affected by them have been 
the past topics. 

A bench made from sus-
tainable materials and boul-
ders moved from the East 
Campus will add man-made 
and natural seating to create 
an inviting space to feel 
safe and relax, regroup and 
reflect, she said. Visitors can 
also admire the garden from 
inside the building through 
large windows overlooking 
it.

English instructors and a 
biology instructor expect to 
weave the season’s theme 
into their class discussions, 
Leipart Guttilla said. Butler’s 
life and work are fertile 
ground for examination and 
exploration, Leipart Guttilla 
added: she fostered a cultural 
movement known as Afro-
futurism, and her unique 
perspective on change and 
control was shaped by being 
Black and a woman.

One Book’s 2023-24 
season kicks off at campus 
Spirit Day on Sept. 13, and 
activities continue through-
out fall and spring. A garden 
open house is tentatively 
scheduled for Oct. 18. As 
another tie-in to the program 
and the garden, packets of 
mixed wildflower seeds 
designed by Leipart Guttilla 
and filled by Prairie Moon 
Nursery in Minnesota – 
which supplied the garden’s 
plants and design -- will be 
distributed on campus, to 
the community upon request 
through the OBOC website, 
and through area Little Free 
Libraries. 

For more information on 
OBOC and the garden, visit 
https://libguides.ivcc.edu/
onebookonecollege.

LaMoille Park
hosting ‘Playin
in the Park’ on
September 17



Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023A10 • The Mendota Reporter

THE BACK PAGE

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

        Friday, Sept. 15 Saturday, Sept. 16
             Shrimp Trio Prime Rib Special* 

*Reservation suggested

Full Menu Available Both Nights

Join Us Saturday, Sept. 30th  
for our Octoberfest! 

Brats - Pretzels - Roasted Chicken & More!
Stein Hoisting Competition around 8PM

Now Booking Holiday Parties!

Live Gaming 
Win $$$ Slots - Cards - Reel

09
11

20
23

No title? No problem. We buy 
any vehicle, running or not!

04
24

20
23

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

WARRANT ARREST
Taivon D. Miles, 29, of 

506 10th Ave., Mendota, was 
arrested at 9:36 p.m. Sept. 
7 on two LaSalle County 
warrants for failure to ap-
pear/driving while license 
suspended. The subject was 
unable to post bond and was 
transported to the LaSalle 
County jail.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Meghan W. Caley, 38, of 
204 Sixth Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with driving 
while license suspended 
after a traffic stop at 11:21 
p.m. Sept. 7. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

NO VALID LICENSE
Gerardo Ayala Huerta, 

21, of 603 Third St., Men-
dota, was charged with no 

valid driver’s license after a 
traffic stop at First Avenue 
and Ninth Street at 3:10 
p.m. Sept. 8. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Marcus P. Jackson, 37, of 
Peru, was charged with driv-
ing while license suspended 
after a traffic stop at 13th 
Avenue and Fifth Street at 
1:46 a.m. Sept. 9. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

NO VALID LICENSE
Chrystal A. Morse, 40, of 

Manlius, was charged with 
no valid driver’s license after 
a traffic stop at 14th Avenue 
and Washington Street at 
10:41 p.m. Sept. 10. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

FALL
GARAGE SALE

Sponsored by
First United

Methodist Church
First Avenue

& Sixth Street
Thursday, Sept. 21

Noon-5 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 22
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 23
8:30-11 a.m.

2t37msr

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

POLICE BLOTTER

GARAGE SALE/
NOTICE

DEADLINES
• Thursday 3 p.m. 

to appear in Monday’s 
Money Saver.

• Monday 10 a.m. to 
appear in Wednesday’s 
Reporter.

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department 
encourages its citizens to pre-
vent crime before it happens. 
Taking a few prevention 
steps could keep your home 
from being a target. The 
golden rule in home security 
is to ensure that your property 
does not present an opportu-
nity. Please consider these 
burglary prevention tips.

• A would-be burglar will 
look for signs of an alarm 
or cameras. Let them know 
they cannot enter your home 
unnoticed.

• Over one-third of home 
burglaries are termed by 
police as “no force” entries. 
Doors or windows that are 
left unlocked allow easy 
access to the home.

• Sliding glass doors are 
another easy way in. They 
are usually at the rear and 
can often be lifted out of 
their frames.

• An unsecured garage 
door presents an opportunity 
for a burglar to enter your 
property if your garage is 

attached to the home or to 
find tools to assist him.

• An unlocked shed or out-
building likewise presents 
an easy target. The burglar 
can use your own tools to 
enter your home or take 
valuables such as bikes and 
lawnmowers.

• A dark property is always 
attractive. About 90 percent 
of all intruders choose not 
to enter a residence that is 
well lit so keep the main 
entryways and exterior sec-
tions of your home lit, either 
constantly or using motion 
sensor lighting.

• Overgrown bushes or 
trees close to your home 
allow a burglar to hide and 
can provide a leverage to 
higher windows.

• A quick escape is im-
portant for a burglar, so high 
fences or hedges are a real 
deterrent.

• Burglars prefer to target 
empty residences. Stop the 
newspapers when you go on 
vacation and have a neighbor 
pick up your mail.

• Install a deadbolt lock. 
Deadbolts are usually locked 
with a key from the outside 
and a thumb turn on the 
inside. The cylinder should 
be pick resistant. Lock your 
doors every time you leave. 
The more popular times for 
residential burglaries are 
weekday daylight hours. In 
over one-third of all bur-
glaries, there is no forcible 
entry - someone forgot to 
lock the door.

• Install solid doors. Out-
side doors should be metal or 
solid hardwood and at least 
1-3/4 inches thick. Frames 
must be made of equally 
strong material and each door 
must fit its frame securely.

• Keep garage doors 

closed and locked.
• Secure sliding doors and 

windows. Cut a broom han-
dle to the length of the bottom 
track so that the window or 
door will not slide open when 
forced. Also, drill one hole 
through both castings and 
sliding window and insert a 
nail or pin.

• Secure sash windows. 
To prevent wooden sash 
windows from being pried 
open, drill a downward 
sloping hole into the top of 
the bottom window through 
and into the bottom of the 
top window and insert a pin 
or nail. To prevent aluminum 
windows from being broken 
into, purchase a track lock 
that blocks the window track.

MPD offers burglary prevention tips
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SPORTS

See Football, Page B3

Mendota High School’s 
cross country team traveled 
to Fuller Forest in Rock-
ford on Sept. 6 to compete 
against seven Northern Illi-
nois schools. The event was 
hosted by Winnebago.

In the girl’s race, Win-
nebago’s Morgan Capriola 
placed first in a time of 
12:53 on the 2.05 mile 
course. Teammate Reese 
Erdahl earned second in 
13:21, while Rebecca Krein 
of Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart Academy (OLSHA)  
rounded out the top three.

Mendota’s top finish 
belonged to Anna Valdes 
(30th,18:23).  Emily Banks 
(21:04) and Payton Stav-
ropoulos (21:29) also com-
peted for the Lady Trojans.

Winnebago had the top 
team score (18 points) fol-
lowed by Lanark Eastland 
(64), Genoa-Kingston (79), 
Durand (96) and OLSHA 
(100)

In the 55-member boys’ 
event, Nicolai Martino of 
Winnebago took top honors 
in a time of 10:13.  His team-
mate, Joseph Erb (10:42), 
placed second, while Mendo-
ta’s Anthony Kelson (10:55), 
earned third.

Additionally for the Tro-
jans, Dagen Setchell (11:46) 
placed 10th, while Harlan 
Gallagher (23rd, 13:23) 
and Ryder Woods (24th, 
13:25) finished in the top 
half of the field. Other 
Mendota finishers were 
Carlos Toribio (14:39), Tra-
vis Mumm (14:46), Hector 
Gonzalez (15:16), Spencer 
Kain (15:44), Kyan Cooper 
(17:26), Aidan Fisher (17:37) 
and Dawson McPheeters 
(21:01).

Winnebago’s 18 points 
were ahead of Durand’s 
71 and Mendota’s 80. Ge-
noa-Kingston tallied 84 for 
fourth, while OLSHA (132) 
and North Boone (150) 
completed the team scoring.

***
MHS runners competed 

in the 50th Annual Gary 

Mendota’s Anthony Kelson is all alone ahead of the 
pack on his way to a first-place finish in the Gary Coates 
Invitational on Sept. 9 at Princeton. (Photo courtesy of 
Bureau County Republican)

MHS’s Kelson races to title
of Gary Coates Invitational
q Junior harrier beats the field of 66 with time of 16:49

Coates Invitational on Sept. 
9 in Princeton.

In the varsity girls’ 
run, Elly Heineke of Low-
point-Washburn ran to a 
first-place finish of 20:15.

Mendota was represent-
ed by Peri Manning (57th, 
28:52), Valdes (59th, 29:06) 
and Banks (64th, 31:09).

Sherrard and Low-
point-Washburn each tallied 
36 points, with Sherrard 
winning the tiebreaker for 
the title.

In the varsity boys’ race, 
MHS’s Kelson defeated 
the field of 66 with a time 
of 16:49. Newman’s Lucas 
Simpson (17:05) placed 
second and Mercer County’s 
Corbin Sturgill (17:15) was 
third. Dagen Setchell also 
provided Mendota with a 
top 10 finish, going 18:03. 
Others representing the Tro-

jans were Mumm (24:06), 
Cooper (26:43) and Fisher 
(27:07).

Mercer County took top 
team honors with 48, just 
edging out Newman’s 49, 
with LP placing third with 
73.  Mendota finished with 
121 points, tying with Mor-
ris, but losing the tiebreaker, 
thus placing seventh.

Sherrard’s Alex Belha 
finished the 1.94-mile course 
in 11:14 to win the fresh-
man-sophomore race. Gal-
lagher (10th, 12:17), Woods 
(14th, 12:45), Carlos Toribio 
(22nd, 13:49), Gonzalez 
(23rd, 14:00) and Kain (29th, 
14:57) each medaled for 
Mendota. 

Sherrard won the team 
scoring with 26, followed by 
Bureau Valley (39). Mendota 
completed the top three with 
62 points.

The Mendota varsity soccer team 
disposed of Kewanee, 5-0, on Sept. 
6 at Kewanee.

Johan Cortez and Isaac Diaz 
slammed home two goals apiece to 
pace the Trojans, while Cesar Casas 
also drilled one between the pipes.

Picking up assists were Diaz, David 

Casas and Ramiro Palacios.
***

Mendota played two games in the 
Body Armour Series in Schaumburg 
on Sept. 9 and won them both.

The Trojans opened with a 3-0 
triumph over Geneseo. Cortez, Diaz 
and Bryan Herrera had Mendota goals, 

while Kaleb Kleckner and Mauricio 
Martinez each had an assist.

In the second game, Mendota 
defeated Rockton Hononegah, 1-0. 
Cortez tallied the game-winning goal 
with six minutes left in the contest.

With the two wins, the Trojans 
improved their record to 11-0-1.

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Spikers put together 
an all-around solid effort 
in claiming a 25-19, 25-17 
triumph over Princeton in 
a Three Rivers Conference 
volleyball match on Sept. 7 
at the MHS gym. Mendota 
improved its record to 5-4 
overall and 1-1 in the league.

Leading the charge for 
the Spikers were Laylie 

Denault (five kills, seven 
digs), Reanna Brant (three 
kills), Grace Wasmer (five 
kills), Madelyn Becker (two 
aces, three kills, 11 assists, 
11 digs), Ana Ramirez (11 
digs), Ava Eddy (eight digs) 
and Ryleigh Sondgeroth 
(five digs).

“I am really super proud of 
our team and the way they buy 
in and believe in the process 

and hard work paying off,” 
said Mendota coach Nicci 
Gibson. “All the credit goes 
to the girls. They executed 
our game plan and are great 
teammates full of love and 
support for one another.”

Princeton was a 25-10, 
25-17 winner in the soph-
omore match and posted a 
26-24, 25-15 triumph in the 
freshman contest.

Mendota’s Grace Wasmer sends a spike between the block attempt of Princeton’s Car-
oline Keutzer, left, and Chrissy Sierens on Sept. 7 at the MHS gym. (Reporter photo)

Spikers cruise past Princeton

PRINCETON – Princeton High School 
will be hosting its annual volleyball tour-
nament on Saturday, Oct. 7. Participating 
teams for the tournament are Princeton, 
Mendota, Byron, Braidwood Reed-Custer 
and Sherrard.

The Tigresses will also host a “Volley for a 
Cure” benefit to support St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital. There will be a silent auction and 

a 50-50 drawing the day of the event. Fan 
apparel is available for sale at https://BIT.LY/
VolleyForACure, which closes on Tuesday, 
Sept. 19.

All proceeds from shirt sales and event 
fundraisers will be donated to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital on behalf of Princeton 
volleyball. For more information, contact 
Elizabeth at 815-878-3353.

Spikers entered in Princeton Tourney Oct. 7

MHS soccer team improves to 11-0-1

KEWANEE - It’s been a 
struggle to say the least for 
Mendota on both sides of 
the football through the first 
two weeks of the season. 
That trend continued in week 
three.

The Trojans never mount-
ed a serious scoring threat 
while Kewanee had no 
problem solving the Men-
dota defense on its way to a 
41-0 victory in Three Rivers 
Conference action on Sept. 
8 at the newly-refurbished 
Boiler stadium.

Mendota was barely able 
to eclipse the 100-yard mark 
in the contest, running 43 
plays from scrimmage and 
gaining 106 yards. Of the 
Trojans’ 10 offensive posses-
sions, they visited Kewanee 
territory four times, and their 
deepest penetration was to 
the Boiler 31-yard line to 
start the second quarter. After 
that, Mendota could only get 
inside the Kewanee 40-yard 
line twice.

On the flip side, the 
Boiler offense had the ball 
nine times and was able to 
find the end zone six times. 
Kewanee ran 38 plays and 
picked up 381 yards. Five 
different players had rushing 
touchdowns for the Boilers, 
while quarterback Braden 
Clark threw for one score.

That Clark touchdown 
strike came on Kewanee’s 
first series of the game after 

Kewanee linebacker Tyler Johnston wraps up Mendota quarterback Justin Randolph 
for a sack on Sept. 8 at Kewanee. (Reporter photo)

Struggles continue for Trojans in 41-0 loss

Mendota took on Three Rivers Conference foes Hall 
and Princeton in a triangular golf meet on Sept. 5 at 
Princeton. The Red Devils turned in the low score of 
175, followed by Mendota at 177 and Princeton at 180.

Brody Hartt and Dane Doyle led 
the Trojans with rounds of 43. Owen 
Aughenbaugh was one shot back at 44, 
followed by Grady Jones (47), Cale 
Strouss (50) and Evan McPheeters (50).

Mendota fired a 184 to top the junior 
varsity field, while Hall was second 
(199) and Princeton (208) brought up 
the rear.

Nick Sheridan carded a 43 to lead the 
way for Mendota. Also shooting in the 40s were Jonas 
Fitzgerald with a 45, and Alex Holland and Collin Coss, 
both with 48s. Kooper Novak (54) and Jace Baird (56) 
also competed for the Trojans.

***
Mendota and DePue played in a freshman-sophomore 

dual match on Sept. 6 at the Mendota course and the 
Trojans prevailed, 209-292.

Swinging clubs for the Trojans were Sheridan (47), 
Coss (47), Caleb Ensor (53), Brody Kaecker (62), Haden 
Shakespeare (62) and Ivan Botello (70).

***
A highly-competitive three-team meet went to the 

Trojans on Sept. 7 at Rockridge. Mendota shot an ex-
cellent round of 167 to beat out Mercer County (170) 
and Rockridge (175).

Aughenbaugh captured meet medalist honors with 
a sizzling round of 36. Hartt checked in next with 
a 42, followed by Strouss at 44 and McPheeters at 
45. Doyle (47) and Jones (48) also competed for 
Mendota.

The Trojans also claimed the junior varsity meet with 
a 187. Mercer County was second with a 214, while 
Rockridge carded a 253.

Coss was the medalist with a 43. Holland, Fitzgerald 
and Sheridan each had rounds of 48, while Baird and 
Novak each had a 54.

***
Mendota finished third in a triangular at Sheffield on 

Sept. 8. Sherrard won with a 158, Bureau Valley carded 
a 168 and the Trojans totaled 170. Andrew Boland of 
Bureau Valley was the medalist with a 38.

Aughenbaugh had Mendota’s low score with a 41. 
Hartt was one shot off the pace with a 42, followed by 
Strouss (43) and Doyle (44). McPheeters (45) and Jones 
(49) also competed for the Trojans.

Bureau Valley outdueled the Mendota junior varsity, 
179-183.

Hitting the course for the Trojans were Fitzgerald 
(44), Coss (45), Holland (46), Baird (48), Novak (49) 
and Sheridan (50).

Trojan golfers have
up and down week

Aughenbaugh
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First State Bank
706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave.  

Mendota
815-538-2265 • Member FDIC

Highsmith Haul Away
815-993-8673

HighsmithHaulAway.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
Hwy. 52 • Sublette

815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203

City of Mendota
800 Washington St. • Mendota 

815-539-7459

Sullivans Foods
1102 Meriden St. • Mendota 

815-539-9341

Krenz Dental
704 Indiana Ave. • Mendota 

815-538-5316

Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave. • Mendota 

815-538-3557

Pizzas by Marchelloni
1210 Meriden St. • Mendota 

815-538-2145

Black Bros. Co.
501 9th Ave. • Mendota

815- 539-7451

Schmidt Sales & Service
Highway 52, Main St. 

 Troy Grove • 815-539-6494
“Quality in an Age of Change”

McDonald’s
Locally owned and operated by

Paul & Mary Breznay
2701 12th St. • 1503 13th Ave.

Mendota

Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-6354

Purpose Nutrition
1108 Meriden St. • Mendota

815-503-3853

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric

801 Monroe St. • Mendota 
815-539-3828

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. • Mendota

815-539-5656 • Member FDIC

Midland States Bank
801 Washington St. • Mendota
815-539-9346 • Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave. • Mendota  

815-539-3444  
Member NCUA-ESI

Mendota Area YMCA
1811 S. 13th Ave. • Mendota 

815-538-2900

Meyers Furniture
Route 251 S. • Mendota • 815-539-6263 

Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Dr. • Mendota

815-539-9000

JC’s Headquarters
810 Washington St. • Mendota

815-538-5171

• HOMECOMING 2023 •

2023 Mendota Varsity Football Team
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Friday, Sept. 15
Purple & Gold Spirit Day

Parade at 4 p.m.
• Varsity football game 

at 7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 16
Homecoming Dance

in the Main Gym

We’re Behind You All The Way Trojans
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SPORTS

Mendota had to punt the ball 
away when it stalled on its 
opening possession.

It looked as though Men-
dota’s defense was going to 
force Kewanee into a punt 
after the Boilers started their 
initial drive at their own 33. 
But on a third-and-17 from 
their own 40, Kewanee’s 
Alejandro Duarte dashed and 
darted his way for 23 yards 
down to the Trojan 37. From 
there, Clark hooked up with 
Davontae Jordan on a 37-
yard TD strike at the 5:13 
mark of the opening stanza. 
Clark kicked the extra point.

Another Mendota punt 
gave Kewanee excellent 
field position at its own 42, 
and just over a minute later, 
Clark sprinted 51 yards to 
the end zone, followed by 
a successful PAT kick, for a 
14-0 Boiler lead.

The Trojans had great 
field position on their ensuing 
possession, starting at mid-
field, and they advanced the 
ball to the Kewanee 31, but 
that was as far as they could 
get before turning the ball 
back to the Boilers on downs.

Kewanee was able to 
tack on two more scores 
before halftime. After each 
team exchanged punts, the 
Boilers embarked on a 72-
yard scoring drive, capped 
off by a 2-yard touchdown 
run by Cruz Paredes. Clark 
added the extra-point kick. 
A 38-yard run by Benjamin 
Taylor set up the Paredes 
short TD plunge.

Three Rivers
East Division

Football Standings
 TR OA

Kewanee 1-0 3-0
Bureau Valley 1-0 2-1
Princeton 1-0 2-1
Sterling Newman 0-1 2-1
Hall 0-1 1-2
Mendota 0-1 0-3

Friday, Sept. 8
Kewanee 41, Mendota 0
Princeton 20, Newman 0
Bureau Valley 18, Hall 8

Friday, Sept. 15
Hall at Mendota
Kewanee at Bureau Valley
Princeton at Orion
Newman at Rock Island

KEWANEE 41, MENDOTA 0
Mendota 0 0 0 0 - 0
Kewanee 14 14 13 0 - 41

SCORING SUMMARY
KE - Jordan 37 pass from Clark (Clark kick), 5:19 1Q
KE - Clark 51 run (Clark kick), 2:31 1Q
KE - Paredes 2 run (Clark kick), 4:40 2Q
KE - Peterson 1 run (Clark kick), 1:29 2Q
KE - Lewis 3 run (Clark kick), 10:35 3Q
KE - Mason 6 run (kick failed), 3:59 3Q

 ME KE
First Downs 5 19
Rushes-Yards 30-52 31-266
Passing Yards 54 115
Passes 7-13-0 6-7-0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1
Punts-Avg 5-23 2-39
Penalties-Yards 5-50 5-35

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS
Rushing – MENDOTA: Tillman 5-20, Randolph 15-16, 
Ossman 6-10, Furar 2-5, Sandoval 1-1, Freeman 1-0; 
KEWANEE: Duarte 6-72, Clark 5-69, Taylor 3-55, Sheets 
2-29, Paredes 3-21, Mason 4-16, Lewis 2-6, Peterson 
3-0, Lambert 2-(minus 1), Johnston 1-(minus 1).
Passing – MENDOTA: Randolph 7-12-0-54, Tillman 
0-1-0-0; KEWANEE: Clark 5-6-0-97, Sheets 1-1-0-18.
Receiving – MENDOTA: Freeman 2-24, Ossman 2-18, 
Tillman 3-12; KEWANEE: Jordan 3-61, Taylor 1-29, 
Peterson 1-18, Duarte 1-7.

• Trojan Yardstick •

Mendota’s Reanna Brant swipes a shot in an attempt to avoid the block try by Princ-
eton’s Caroline Keutzer, left, and Keighley Davis on Sept. 7 at the MHS gym. The 
Spikers won the conference match in two sets. (Reporter photo)

Mendota’s Xzavior Orozco closes in on Kewanee running back Benjamin Taylor during 
a Three Rivers Conference contest on Sept. 8 at Kewanee. (Reporter photo)

Football
Continued from Page B1 After Mendota punted for 

the fourth time in the half, 
Kewanee put together a six-
play, 61-yard scoring drive. 
A 1-yard run by Draven 
Peterson was the final play 
with 1:29 to go before in-
termission. Clark’s PAT kick 
was good.

Kewanee added two 
touchdowns in the third 
period to kick in the running 

clock for the rest of the game.
Greyden Lewis scored 

on a 3-yard run and Landon 
Mason added a 6-yard TD 
run to make it 41-0 at the 
3:59 mark of the third quarter.

Aden Tillman led Mendo-
ta runners with 20 yards on 
five carries. Justin Randolph 
completed seven passes for 
54 yards. Tillman had three 
receptions.

Next for the Trojans
Opponent: Friday, Sept. 15 vs. Hall at MHS field. Kickoff at 7 p.m.
Last year: Mendota and Hall lit up the scoreboard for a combined 111 points with 

the Red Devils coming out on top, 66-45. Hall quarterback Mac Resetich was a one-man 
wrecking crew, rushing the ball 30 times for 429 yards and seven touchdowns. MHS 
quarterback Justin Randolph completed 14 passes for 199 yards.

Last week: Bureau Valley handed Hall an 18-8 setback to drop the Red Devils to 
1-2 on the season.

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Golf League winners at 
the Mendota Golf Club have 
been announced for the 2023 
season.

Monday 4:30 – 1. Rusty 
Lindenmeyer & Scott No-
vak; 2. Pat Kerchner & 
Raul Rosales; (tie) 3. Pat 
Goy & Kevin Goy; 3. Kev-
in McPheeters & Randy 
Politsch

Tuesday 2:00 – 1. Bill 
Grzeskiewicz & Herb Bu-
chanan; 2. Tony Goy & G. 
Thompson/J. Kuchta; 3. Jim 
Wade & Curt Faber

Tuesday 5:00 – 1. John 
Hanson & Joe Masini; 2. Tim 

League winners named for ‘23
season at Mendota Golf Club

Dessing & Ryan Dessing; 3. 
Rich Simpkins & Nick Myers

Wednesday 3:30 – 1. Tim 
Dessing & Tom Dessing; 2. 
Gary Lucas & Roger Sim-
kins; 3. Dave Mammen & 
Ed Jasper

Wednesday 4:30 “A” 
League – 1. Matt Schwingle 

& Mark Higdon; 2. Cody 
Marks & Casey Marks; (tie) 
3. Dave VanDenbussche & 
Mark Lamboley; 3. Andy 
Kneebone & Steve Wasmer

Wednesday 4:30 “B” 
League – 1. Jason Schultz & 
Brandon Scheppers; 2. Tim 
McConville & Leo Hoch-
statter; 3. Jason McStoots 
& Danny Falcon; 4. Cody 
Phalen & Ethan Guelde

Thursday 4:30 – 1. Car-
ole Reeder & Lori Schlesing-
er; 2. Sue Wasmer & Beth 
Novak; 3. Emily McConville 
& Deb Bromenschenkel; 4. 
Sandy Hanson & Sharon 
Kimrey

ROCHELLE – State Representative 
Bradley Fritts (R-Dixon) is hosting an 
upcoming Hunter Safety Course. This 
two-day event will take place on Saturday, 
Sept. 23 and Sunday, Sept. 24 from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the Rochelle Masonic Lodge, 500 
Lincoln Highway, Rochelle. Both days 
are required.

“With hunting season approaching, I 
wanted to offer my constituents a way to 
learn more about how to keep themselves, 

and others, safe while enjoying the out-
doors,” said Fritts. “This course also offers 
a space for fellow hunters to come together 
as a community and discuss the sport that 
they are passionate about.” 

Reservations are required and spots 
are limited. To secure your spot, contact 
Representative Fritts’ office at 815-
561-3690.

For more information about Represen-
tative Fritts, visit RepFritts.com.

Hunter Safety Course set for
September 23-24 in Rochelle

MENDOTA – Kewanee doubled up Mendota, 16-8, 
in freshman-sophomore football action on Sept. 11 at the 
MHS field.

Kewanee got the scoring started with a 59-yard touch-
down run at the 1:37 mark of the first quarter, followed by a 
successful two-point conversion run.

The Trojans tied the game with 5:27 left before halftime 
on a 3-yard TD run by Jayden Lesley and then a two-point 
conversion run by Javier Hernandez.

Less than two minutes later, Kewanee broke the tie on 
a 14-yard touchdown run and a two-point conversion run.

That proved to cap off the scoring as neither team got on 
the board in the second half.

Mendota (0-3) outgained Kewanee, 182-173, with all of 
the Trojans’ yards coming on the ground. Lesley led the way 
with 27 carries for 156 yards.

Kewanee tops FS Trojans
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette 
NUMARKCU.ORG 

Federally Insured by NCUA

250 Marquette 
St.

LaSalle, IL 
61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 

61342
Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia 
Ave.

Oglesby, IL 61348
Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

105 West 1st 
South St.

Wenona, IL 
61377

Ph: 853-4333

www.eurekasavings.com
NMLS#447018

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

AUTO REPAIR 
ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Dr.
815-538-2412

LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
902 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

R&R Taller
4187 Rt. 251
815-538-4979

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

 
Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036
Emergency Number 815-441-8207

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
NuMark Credit Union
Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE 
In-Home Care 
Connection Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

JUNK REMOVAL 
Highsmith Haul Away 
815-993-8673
HighsmithHaulAway.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

MUSEUMS 
Breaking The Prairie Museum and 
Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.

815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St. 
815-538-2550

Mendota Pet Salon
2104 E. Main St.
815-878-3185

PIZZA  
Sicily Pizzeria L.L.C.
709 13th Avenue
815-539-7550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!
NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and Operated 
by Paul and Mary Breznay

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Gibson Towing
Leland and Sandwich
815-651-9436

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP
Smooth Smokes and Vapor 
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499 

 

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com
 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota 

*Locally owned and operated 
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Expires 11/30/2023
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Is the new “Equalizer” 
movie related in any way to 
the past and present TV series 
“The Equalizer”? Will Den-
zel Washington ever appear 
on the series? -- K.S.

A: The original version of 
“The Equalizer,” a TV series 
starring Edward Woodward 
that ran from 1985-1989, is 
about a retired intelligence 
agent turned private detec-
tive who takes the law into 
his own hands. In 2021, CBS 
came up with a reboot fea-
turing Queen Latifah as the 
headliner. Both characters 
have the last name McCall.

In 2014, the big-screen 
version of “The Equalizer” 
starring Denzel Washington 
premiered. He, too, plays a 
McCall, but reportedly none 
of these characters with the 
same surname are related. 
“The Equalizer 3,” starring 
Washington and Dakota Fan-
ning, is currently in theaters.

Andrew Marlowe, creator 
of CBS’s current series “The 
Equalizer,” says that there 
are no plans for these two 
franchises to merge, even for 
a special episode. Marlowe 
told Distractify.com, “For 
us, it really is about building 
this show and identity around 
Robyn McCall and being 

very specific to a show where 
Queen is really embodying 
the heart of it.”

***
Q: Will there be another 

season of “The Crown” any-
time soon? I wonder if they 
plan to continue it through to 
the current day when Charles 
becomes king? -- L.L.

A: Peter Morgan, creator 
of the critically acclaimed 
Netflix series “The Crown,” 
previously stated that the 
show would end after five 
seasons. However, Netflix-
UK recently released a tweet 
confirming that the series will 
be back for one final season 
this fall, but the story is not 
expected to end at the present 
day when Prince Charles 
becomes king.

We do know that the sto-
ryline will make it to at least 
2005, when Charles and Ca-
milla Parker Bowles wed. It’s 
also been confirmed that it 
will touch on the tragic death 
of Princess Diana (played by 
Elizabeth Debicki), but there 
won’t be a scene featuring the 
actual impact of the crash that 
killed her. A Netflix source 
confirmed to IndieWire that 
the scenes surrounding the 
princess’ death were filmed 
with “enormous sensitivity” 
and have been “delicately 

and thoughtfully” filmed.
According to Parade, 

Morgan does not plan to 
delve into the story of Prince 
Harry and Meghan Markle’s 
exodus from the royal family 
or the subsequent fallout 
from Harry’s memoir. He 
emphasized that featuring 
the two would “seem almost 
redundant since the couple 
are constantly in the press.”

***
Q: Is it true that Woody 

Allen has another movie 
coming out? Are any of his 
past stars in it? -- L.J.

A: Controversial film di-
rector Woody Allen recently 
premiered his newest project 
“Coup de Chance” at the Ven-
ice Film Festival. His 50th 
film received a five-minute 
standing ovation by the audi-
ence at the festival, a positive 
response that is said to have 
shocked Allen.

The movie, a dramatic 
French language thriller, will 
be released in France on Sept. 
27, but a U.S. premiere has 
yet to be announced.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

• Trivia Test •Strange
But True

1. U.S. STATES: Which state 
is home to a giant sequoia tree 
named General Sherman?

2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: Is 
a rhinoceros an herbivore, om-
nivore or carnivore?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Which city 
in India is home to the Taj Mahal?

4. MOVIES: What is the title 
of the first James Bond movie? 

5. TELEVISION: What was 
the product featured in the first 
TV advertisement?

6. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: Which French fashion 
designer is credited with invent-
ing the Little Black Dress?

7. FOOD & DRINK: What 
does it mean to julienne vege-
tables?

8. GOVERNMENT: What 
does the acronym GDP stand for 

in economic terms?
9. LITERATURE: What is 

the cat’s name in Shakespeare’s 
“Macbeth”?

10. SCIENCE: Who is con-
sidered the father of the atomic 
bomb?

Answers
1. California, Sequoia Na-

tional Park.
2. An herbivore, a plant eater.
3. Agra.
4. “Dr. No.”
5. Bulova watch.
6. Coco Chanel.
7. Cut into short, thin strips.
8. Gross domestic product.
9. Grimalkin.
10. J. Robert Oppenheimer.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* In 2003, a community 

in New Jersey experienced 
an animal-related electrical 
outage. Such occurrences 
were certainly not rare, but 
this incident was notable for 
being the first time an osprey 
was known to be involve or, 
rather, a fish: The bird had 
dropped its scaly prey on the 
power lines. 

* Slovenia boasts a most 
impressive 28,000 wineries, 
amounting to one winery 
for every 75 persons in the 
country.

* Ever hear “things that 
go bump in the night” at your 
house? Before you call an 
exorcist, keep in mind that 
several cases of residential 
“paranormal activity” have 
actually turned out to be the 
result of carbon monoxide 
poisoning, which can cause 
hallucinations and feelings 
of dread.

* The Mamenchisaurus 
sinocanadorum dinosaur’s 
neck measured 50 feet -- six 
times longer than that of a 
giraffe!

* When he was in his 50s, 
Steven Spielberg re-enrolled 
at California State, Long 
Beach to finish his B.A. 
degree three decades after 
dropping out. The school 
awarded him three course 
credits in paleontology for 
making “Jurassic Park.”

* Japan’s “gyoza cider” is 
a soda designed to taste like 
gyoza dumplings. 

* In 2018, one of Stephen 
Hawking’s older wheel-
chairs was auctioned off for 
$387,000, with proceeds do-
nated to his favorite charities.

* Basketball backboards 
were invented to keep overly 
enthusiastic fans from inter-
fering with a game after some 
spectators, early in the sport’s 
history, leaned over railings 
in an effort to deflect or catch 
the ball.

* New York-Presbyterian 
Hospital has created a Spoti-
fy playlist called “Songs to 
do CPR to,” featuring hits by 
artists ranging from the Bee 
Gees to Justin Bieber.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Can 
you believe the stink made 
over Bradley Cooper wear-
ing a pros-
thetic nose 
to play mu-
sical genius 
L e o n a r d 
Bernstein? 
C r i t i c s 
went as far 
as to say it 
was antisemitic. Actually, the 
record has been set straight 
by Bernstein’s children who 
said, “Dad used to wear his 
gigantic prosthetic nose prac-
tically 24/7; he had his day 
nose and his night nose that 
he would sleep in.” Bernstein 
even told his children, “If 
anyone is ever to portray me, 
they absolutely must wear 
a fat honkin’ fake schnoz.”

The corker is Cooper 
wore one of Bernstein’s ac-
tual “honkers” while filming 
“Maestro,” which had its 
world premiere at the Venice 
Film Festival on Sept. 2 and 
will be shown in theaters 
starting Nov. 22 before drop-
ping via Netflix on Dec. 20.

***
Has ageism struck Su-

perman? Henry Cavill (40) 
began playing Superman/
Clark Kent in “Man of Steel” 
(2013), then “Batman v Su-

Corenswet

perman: Dawn of Justice” 
(2016), “Justice League” 
(2017) and “Black Adam” 
(2022). But the new powers 
that be, led by James Gunn, 
have decided to go with a 
younger Superman/Clark 
Kent.

They’ve cast David 
Corenswet (30), best known 
for several Netflix series, 
including “House of Cards,” 
“The Politician” and “Holly-
wood.” Corenswet also has 
an upcoming role in Apple 
TV+’s “Lady in the Lake,” 
with Natalie Portman. Gunn 
offered, “Our story will be 
focusing on an earlier part of 
Superman’s life.” Lois Lane, 
formerly played by six-time 
Oscar nominee Amy Adams 
(49), will now be played by 
Rachel Brosnahan (33), “The 
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” her-
self (for five seasons).

Many think they’ve made 
a big mistake by cutting 
Cavill, who is still the star 
of the Netflix series “The 
Witcher” (for three seasons). 
He is also the first-billed star 
of “Argylle,” starring Sam 
Rockwell, Bryce Dallas 
Howard, John Cena, Dua 
Lipa, Ariana DeBose, Bryan 
Cranston, Catherine O’Hara 
and Samuel L. Jackson. The 
film is scheduled to release in 
theaters on Feb. 2, 2024, and 

then on Apple TV+ at a later 
date. Finally, Cavill has one 
more action film coming up 
-- “The Ministry of Ungen-
tlemanly Warfare,” directed 
by Guy Ritchie.

***
Do we really need a 

reboot of “Frasier”? Par-
amount+ is resurrecting 
the series, which ran for 
11 seasons from 1993-
2004 and won 37 out of its 
108 Emmy nominations. 
Dr. Frasier Crane (Kelsey 
Grammer) returns to Bos-
ton with new challenges, 
new relationships to forge 
and an old dream or two to 
finally fulfill. So far, Bebe 
Neuwirth (Lilith Sternin) 
and Peri Gilpin (Roz Doyle) 
are the only cast members 
returning. David Hyde 
Pierce (Niles Crane) and 
Jane Leaves (Daphne Moon) 
are not returning. However, 
Jack Cutmore-Scott (“De-
ception”) has been cast to 
play Frasier’s son.

Paramount+ begins airing 
the new show on Oct. 12, 
with episodes dropping every 
Thursday. But has too much 
time passed since “Frasier” 
ended? Most resurrection 
reboots don’t last more than 
one season. We’ve got just 
two words to offer them: 
“Murphy Brown!”

Couch Theater
“Fast X” (PG-13) -- The 

10th main installment in the 
“Fast & Furious” franchise 
hits streaming on Sept. 15 
after bringing home $719 
million from the box office 
this summer. Jason Momoa 
makes his grand entrance 
into the franchise by playing 
Dante, son of Hernan Reyes 
(aka the central villain in 
the 2011 film “Fast Five”). 
Momoa’s performance has 
been praised by critics as 
one of the strongest points 
of the film, along with the 
film’s extravagant action se-
quences, of course. With the 
film ending on a cliffhanger 
(and two more films already 
slated for 2025 and on), the 
culmination of this longtime 
franchise is nowhere in sight. 
(Peacock)

“Love at First Sight” (PG-
13) -- Netflix is pumping out 
the rom-coms this month! 
Starring Haley Lu Richard-
son (“The White Lotus”) 
and Ben Hardy (“Bohemian 
Rhapsody”), this film fol-
lows Hadley and Oliver who 
coincidentally meet at John 
F. Kennedy Airport before 
their flight to London. Once 
they realize that they’re also 
sitting next to each other on 
the same plane, Hadley and 

Oliver use this serendipitous 
moment as an opportunity 
to have their first date. But 
shortly after they arrive in 
London and Oliver gives 
Hadley his number, she drops 
her phone and immediately 
loses his information. Now 
Hadley and Oliver must 
grapple with their intense 
feelings, never knowing if 
they’ll ever be able to find 
each other again. Premieres 
Sept. 15. (Netflix)

“The Other Black Girl” 
(TV-14) -- Based on the 2021 
novel by Zakiya Dalila Har-
ris, this new series cleverly 
takes on the challenging topic 
of racism in the workplace 
through a comedy-thriller 
lens. Being the only Black 
woman who works at Wagner 
Books, editorial assistant 
Nella becomes delighted 
when she finds out anoth-
er Black woman, Hazel, 
was hired by her company. 
The two quickly build a 
friendship, until Nella starts 
receiving haunting messag-
es to leave the company. 
As the workplace gains an 
increasingly sinister feel, 
Nella starts to suspect Hazel 
is attempting to sabotage 
her. Sinclair Daniel and 
Ashleigh Murray (“River-

dale”) lead the series, with 
supporting roles played by 
Bellamy Young (“Scandal”) 
and “Real Housewives of 
Beverly Hills” star Garcelle 
Beauvais. The 10-episode 
series drops Sept. 13. (Hulu)

“Inside” (R) -- Basically 
a one-man show, Willem 
Dafoe leads this psycholog-
ical thriller where he plays 
an art thief named Nemo. 
Nemo disguises himself as 
a handyman to steal three 
art pieces by Egon Schiele 
from an art collector’s New 
York penthouse, but as he 
attempts to leave, he sets 
off the apartment’s alarm 
system and accidentally 
locks himself inside. Weeks 
pass with no food or water 
as Nemo repeatedly tries to 
escape from the apartment, 
resorting to an array of crazed 
methods to get out before his 
body and mind give up on 
him. More than anything, 
this film serves as a reminder 
of Dafoe’s incredible acting 
prowess; he’s one of the only 
actors captivating enough 
to take over the screen by 
himself for 105 minutes. 
Premieres Sept. 12. (Amazon 
Prime Video)

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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take
your hometown

news wherever 
you go!

You may be miles from home, but you 
never have to feel far away with an online 

subscription to the Mendota Reporter!
Give your child a little piece  of home they can take with them anywhere 

they go – their hometown news online at www.mendotareporter.com!

• Same great content
• Identical to paper edition
• Searchable, portable, convenient
• News when you want it
• Back issues available

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com 
or call 815-539-9396 for your password 
today. You can also register online by 
visiting our website.

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

?
Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

Do you feel like you’re 
going through a time of 
testing in your life? Are 
you struggling with a sit-
uation that you’re tempt-
ed to just avoid, ignore, 
or run away from because 
it’s too hard to face head-
on and overcome? 

We all go through hard 
times and have to choose 
to trust God to help us 
deal with them and get 
through them or give up 
and give in to them. But 
if we give up, we won’t 
move forward in life and 
experience God’s best for 
us. We won’t get promot-
ed in any area of life.

God only knows what 
it took to get me from 
where I started to where 
I am today. It was hard, 
to say the least, to come 
out of the mess I came out 
of, being abused for so 
many years, and let God 

The faithful life God can bless
change my attitudes and 
teach me all the things I 
try to teach people from 
God’s Word. Trust me, 
everything took a whole 
lot longer than I thought 
it would…and it was a 
lot harder than I thought 
it would ever be. 

But I can tell you right 
now that I am grateful 
for every single thing I 
went through because in 
the process, I learned so 
many things that devel-
oped my character and 
prepared me to be a leader 
in ministry today. 

I clearly recall the 
day when God spoke 
to my heart and said, 
“Joyce, I always want 
you to remember this: 
however many people 
I let you help, that’s as 
many people as you can 
hurt.” I had zero business 
being in a position of 

leadership until I passed 
my tests, became rooted 
in my relationship with 
Christ, and developed 
the character to keep me 
there.

Whenever I see a 
young person quickly 
promoted to a key po-
sition of leadership, it 
concerns me, because 
if you don’t have the 
character to go with the 
kind of attention that 
comes with leadership…
all you’re going to do is 
create a huge mess. See, 
God promotes us after 
we pass our tests—not 
when we run away from 
them, ignore them, or 
avoid them.

Thank God, He’s faith-
ful to help us do what we 
need to do to pass our 
tests when we keep our 
eyes on Him and trust 
Him. And just as He’s 
faithful to us, He expects 
us to be faithful too.

To be faithful means to 
be trusted, reliable, sure, 
and worthy of confidence; 
firmly and devotedly sup-
portive, loyal, worthy of 
trust, consistent, steady, 
constant, and steadfast. In 
1 Timothy 3, the apostle 
Paul tells Timothy how 
to determine who is fit 
to be a leader. Verse 10 
says, “These men must 
first be tested; then if they 
are found to be blameless 
and beyond reproach [in 
their Christian lives], let 
them serve…” (AMP). 
You build trust in some-
one when you see how 
they respond to different 
situations over time and 
are “tested.”

Faithful men and wom-
en of God humble them-
selves under the mighty 
hand of God and trust 
Him to promote them 
when He knows they are 
ready for it (see 1 Peter 
5:6). Now, that sounds re-
ally spiritual, so I want to 
make it practical: You’re 
going to be under some 
human authority that you 
probably don’t like and 
that you probably don’t 
always agree with. You 
may even feel they don’t 
always treat you right. 
And God is going to ask 
you to serve faithfully in 
that position with a good 
attitude. 

The truth is, the only 
way you’re really going 
to know what you’re 
doing is to go through 
some things and be faith-
ful—stick with things, 
don’t give up and run 
away, and don’t blame 
everyone else for your 
problems.

Proverbs 28:20 says, 
“A faithful (right-mind-
ed) man will abound with 
blessings…” (AMP). 
Faithful people are in it 
for the long haul. Being 
faithful literally means 
you find out what is right 

and you do it over and 
over and over… Have 
you been faithful with 
your health? Do you take 
care of yourself or have 
you just abused yourself? 
Have you been faithful 
to take care of your pos-
sessions or does your 
car look like a trash can? 
Have you been faithful 
with your finances—to 
save some, spend some, 
and give some—or have 
you just spent it all? 

It’s important for us 
to be excellent and do 
the best we can in every 
area of our lives so we can 
“abound with blessings” 
from God.

Be faithful during your 
tests, right where you are, 
and God will promote you 
in due time. If you will do 
what He’s telling you to 
do, faithfully, then there’s 
no person on earth and 
no devil in hell that can 
keep you from what God 
wants you to have and the 
destiny He has planned 
for your life. If you will be 
faithful and diligent to do 
what is right—what you 
are supposed to do—then 
no one can keep you from 
the reward God has for 
you. God will promote 

you when you pass your 
test!

***
For more on this top-

ic, order Joyce’s four-
part teaching resource 
Don’t Panic: Living 
Worry-Free Every Day! 
You can also contact us 
to receive our free maga-
zine, Enjoying Everyday 
Life, by calling (800) 
727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, in-
cluding BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and 
OVERCOMING EV-
ERY PROBLEM (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  
 

Sept. 14 - 9-11 a.m. Garage sale 
workday

Sept. 17 - 8-11 a.m. Rally Sunday 
activities; 9:30 a.m. Worship; Bubble send-

off following worship
Sept. 18 - 8 a.m.-3 p.m. L.E.A.S.E. 

preschool screenings; 6:30 p.m. Finance 
Team

Sept. 19 - 9-11 a.m. Garage sale 
workday

Sept. 20 - 4:30 p.m. S/PRC

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Vicar Anthony Windau
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person

and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Sept. 14 - 6:30 p.m. Webelos
Sept. 17 - 10 a.m. Worship, Kaburu & 
Kajuju from Kenya; 11 a.m. Fellowship

Sept. 20 - 7 p.m. Bible study

 
Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Sept. 16 - 8-11 a.m. Volunteer at 
N.I.C.E. in Lee

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”

1. Is the book of Jehoshaphat (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?
2. In Revelation 8, what’s the falling 
star called when the third angel 
sounded? Armageddon, Wormwood, 
Rapture, Zabulon
3. Who carried a letter from the king 
of Syria to the king of Israel? Stephen, 
Naaman, John the Baptist, Delilah
4. From 2 Chronicles 11, Rehoboam 
took 18 wives and how many “score” 
of concubines? One, Two, Three, 
Four
5. What name did the apostles give 
to Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus? 
Barnabas, Cephas, Amos, Gideon
6. In 2 Corinthians, who traveled to 
Corinth to help pick up an offering 
for needy saints? Vitas, Timothy, 
Philemon, Titus
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Wormwood, 
3) Naaman, 4) Three, 5) Barnabas, 6) 
Titus
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NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on August 
29, 2023 a certificate 
was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names 
and post-office ad-
dresses of all persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as Eagle 
Painting Cleaning & 
More located at 4053 E. 
050th Road, Mendota  
IL. 61342.
Dated: August 29, 
2023. Yesenia Romero 
Samano Applicant.
No. 0901
(Sept. 13, 20 and 27, 
2023)

NOTICE
NOTICE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS CIRCUIT 
COURT LASALLE 
COUNTY Request of: 
Amanda Dean Case 
No. 2023 MR 48. PUB-
LICATION NOTICE OF 
COURT DATE FOR 
REQUEST FOR NAME 
CHANGE (MINOR 
CHILDREN) There will 
be a court date on a Re-
quest for Name Change 
(Minor Children) for 
these children: Current 
name of Minor child: 
Xavier Ray Del Aguila 
Proposed New name of 
Minor Child: Xavier Ray 
Dean. The court date 
will be held on October 
30, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 
at 707 E. Etna Road Ot-
tawa, LaSalle County, 
In courtroom 305 Zoom 
/s/ Amanda Dean.
No. 0902
(Sept. 13, 20, 27, 2023)

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

2022 TROY-BILT 
Bronco Tiller 14 Inches. 
$500 or Best Offer. 
Call 815-562-6974 
(10/11/23ALL)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis

509  509  
HOUSE FOR RENTHOUSE FOR RENT

3-Bedroom Home for 
rent in Franklin Grove 
Area, with Garage, no 
pets. Call 815-456-
2453.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

NOW HIRING ALL POSITIONS:
Cooks - Dishwashers - Servers 

Apply in person Main Street Station,  
714 Main St., Mendota

Flexible Schedule
Will Train! 08

28
20

23

Looking for Class 
A CDL FULL-

TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK 

DRIVER to haul 
farm commodities.

Call Roger 
Jameson at  

815-252-8576.
04222020

(1) Animal Caretaker/Kennel  
Attendant  - part-time

(2) Veterinary Technician/Certified 
Veterinary Technician - part or 

full-time
 

Please email resume and  
references to  

info@mendotavet.com

Join our Hospital 
Team!

Now Hiring: Two 
Available Positions

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

05
15

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:
30x40 $320
20X40 $380

10X20 $135
20X20 $195

10X10 $100

Call

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Mendota
MULTIPLE 

Garages for Rent
815-539-3747

515 515 
GARAGES FOR RENTGARAGES FOR RENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2020 Chevy Equinox AWD LT, Leather, 
103K Miles, Black..........................$19,900
2019 Chevy K-2500 Crew Cab, LTZ 
Diesel, 4x4 Z71, 97K Miles, Red...$50,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 99K 
Miles, Silver....................................$28,900
2018 Chevy Equinox, AWD, Premier 
White, 110K Miles.........................$17,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, 4x4 Z71, LT, 
Topper, 95K Miles, Gray................$28,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, LT, 4x4, 98K 
Miles, Maroon...............................$27,900
2017 GMC Acadia SLT, AWD, 66K Miles, 
Silver..............................................$23,900
2017 Chevy Equinox, FWD LT, 4CYL 49K 
Miles, White..................................$17,900
2016 Chevy Traverse, FWD LT, Sunroof, 
84K Miles, Black............................$15,900
2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, LT Z71, 4x4, 
110K Miles, Maroon......................$22,900

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab, High Country 
4x4, Diesel, 32K Miles, Blue............$68,900
2020 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4x4, 
Z71, 47K Miles, Maroon..............$43,900
2020 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, 4x4 LT, 
37K Miles, White.........................$37,900

2020 Chevy K-1500 Double Cab, 4x4, 
Custom, 5.3 V-8, 33K Miles, Gray...$33,900
2019 Chevy Trax, LT AWD, 55K Miles,  
Black............................................$19,500

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab High Country 4x4, GM Certified, 1-Owner, 
Duramax Diesel, Bedliner, Leather Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Blue & More!

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab High Country 4x4

$68,900
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
Sr. Vice President, 
Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING • ELECTRIC

IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING ELECTRIC
INDOOR AIR QUALITY WATER CONDITIONING

DUCT CLEANING + SEALING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM 815-539-3828
SM-LA1817740

Gabe and Michelle Wade
3rd Generation owners

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

MUFFLERS & BRAKES

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

FARM SERVICES/PLOWING

Call or E-mail Matt for Prices 
815-739-1994 or  

m.schoenholz81@gmail.com

Custom Hay Baling, 
Mowing, Raking

Hay, Straw,  
Snow Plowing

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

Call us today for 
a free quote for 
Home Owners, 

Renters,  
Property, Farm 

or Farmette  
Insurance policy.
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURED

NEW LISTING  - GREAT 
BUILDING with good parking 
& space! Easy access with 

overhead door. Duralast  roof 
with 30 yr. warranty. 

   Close to Rte. 251 and not far 

Call one 
of our 

Realtors 
for all your 
Real Estate 
questions!

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673

Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker.

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening  Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-712-7346 
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

“Come Settle With Us”

1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota
Gloria Cogdal,  Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

815-539-3811

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

815-539-3811

1011 5th Ave., Mendota
Light filled 3 BDR, 1.5 Ba’s, brick Victorian with eat in kitchen, equipped with 
a large pantry cabinet, coffee bar area, open shelving, ceiling fan, newer vinyl 

flooring, and a deep-set window above the kitchen sink(s).(appliances stay) From 
the kitchen you are just a step away from your deck to use your grill and enjoy the 
outside! (Plenty of space to put up the garage to your own specifications too, and 
alley access!) Formal dining room or Den, living room, foyer and a 1/2 bath make 

up the main floor. Go up the open staircase to 3 bedrooms, and a full bath. 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
WE CAN LET YOU KNOW THE MARKET WE CAN LET YOU KNOW THE MARKET 

VALUE OF YOUR HOME.VALUE OF YOUR HOME.
JOE MCCONVILLE  815-910-5673

SHARON KIMREY            815-343-3600

MARTY MCCONVILLE     815-200-2233

MELODY NANZER            815-228-2842

NEW LISTING  
MOVE RIGHT IN! THIS HOME HAS TONS OF UPDATES~ NEW BLOCKED 
SIDEWALK~FRESHLY PAINTED DECK AND PORCH~NEW LIGHTING~NEW 
ELECTRICAL~NEW FLOORING THROUGHOUT~ NEW TRIM AND INTERIOR 
DOORS~BATHROOM UPDATES INCLUDE: SHOWER TILED/VANITY/
SINK/TOLIET~AND SO MUCH MORE! THE EXTRA LARGE KITCHEN WAS 
UPDATED WITH NEWER COUNTERTOPS, BUILT IN APPLIANCES AND 
GAS STOVE, NEW SINK AND FAUCET. THE LARGE ISLAND HAS ROOM 
FOR SEATING OR YOU CAN ENJOY THE SEPARATE DINING ROOM 
WITH CEILING BEAMS. BASEMENT HAS GREAT STORAGE SHELVING! 
NEWER A/C UNIT IN 2022. THE 30’X30’ 2+ CAR GARAGE HAS A CEMENT 
FLOOR, NEWER SIDING, NEWER GARAGE DOOR AND GARAGE DOOR 
OPENERS. ENJOY THE FENCED IN YARD WITH FRESHLY PAINTED LARGE 
DECK AND LATTICE. PROFESSIONALLY LANDSCAPED. ROOF WILL BE 
PROFESSIONALLY SHINGLED PRIOR TO CLOSING. A MUST SEE!

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE COMPARATIVE MARKET ANALYSISCALL US TODAY FOR A FREE COMPARATIVE MARKET ANALYSIS

405 S. Main St., 
LaMoille

SOLD

1211 Indiana Ave., 
Mendota

SOLD

Char Lu Dr., Mendota
Approx. 2.7 acre Lot. Parcel is located on both sides of 
West Lawn Ave. - has potential for commercial zoning -  

great location!

W Lawn Ave., Mendota
Great bldg. lot in nice subdivision

SOLDSOLD
MLS#11795726

 1419 N. 35th Rd., Ottawa $289,500
Nice 3 bedroom ranch in Wallace School Dist. 1.5 Acres to be surveyed off 
the farm. Detached garage. 61x34 Machine shed and misc. out buildings. Call 
McConville Realty to set up a showing. Notice needed. 

CALL MCCONVILLE 
REALTY TODAY! 

WE CAN ADVERTISE 
YOUR HOME FOR 

SALE IN THIS SPACE.   
CALL 815 539-5673

NEW LISTING! MLS#11879402
 823 E. Hwy. 34, Earlville, IL $459,000

Beautiful brick country ranch sits on a 1 acre lot. Fully updated in and out.
New landscaping with new concrete drive, steps, sidewalks and patio. Open 
floor plan with a new kitchen with Merillat Cabinets, large island with storage. 
High end appliances. Large farmhouse sink and under cabinet lighting. Kitchen 
opens to living room with white brick wood burning fireplace. 2 full baths with 
new tile floors, vanities, toilets and lightning. Attached 2 car garage is drywalled 
and painted with insulated garage door with opener. Basement has interior 
and exterior entries. New furnace, hot water heater, well pressure tank, water 
softener and circuit breakers. Mendota Schools. Call McConville Realty for all the 
amenities and your personal showing.  815 539-5673

PERI MCCONVILLE           815-910-5337

WOULD LOVE FOR YOU TO PICK WOULD LOVE FOR YOU TO PICK 
US TO SELL YOUR HOME! US TO SELL YOUR HOME! 
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