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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Friday, the City of Rochelle 
hosted a groundbreaking 
ceremony and community 
planting day at the vacant 
lot on the southeast corner 
of Illinois Route 251 and 
10th Avenue. 

City employees planted 
trees and perennials to 
create a pollinator habitat. 
Plants were supplied by 
the city and Hagemann 
Horticulture. The city owns 
two lots on the corners of 
Illinois Route 251 and 10th 
Avenue and purchased 
them for visibility at the 
intersection.

“Green spaces like this 
are good for pollinators,” 
City Sustainability Coor-
dinator Molly Sedig said. 
“It’s beautiful and helps 
support our beautification 
efforts. Trees can help with 
stormwater management. 
Any time we can make a 
pretty space that does good 
things, we definitely want 
to. We’re excited for that 
opportunity and glad to 
have you all out here.”

The day came to be 
after city staff discussed 
vacant spaces in Rochelle 
and what could be done 
to improve and beautify 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Wednesday, Aug. 16, 
City of Rochelle Eco-
nomic Development Di-
rector Jason Anderson 
said that concrete, as-
phalt and gravel work 
has been completed at 
the Rochelle Intermodal 
Transload Center at 1851 
S. Steward Road.

A groundbreaking 
ceremony was held for 
the new intermodal con-
tainer yard in the heart 
of Rochelle’s industrial 
park last fall. The project 
will return intermodal 
services to the city after 
the Union Pacific Rail-
road’s decision to close 
the intermodal ramp at 
Global III in Rochelle in 
May 2019. 

See RITC page 3

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Aug. 22, Sauk Valley 
Voices of Recovery an-
nounced the opening of the 
Rochelle Recovery Center 
at 242 May Mart Drive in 
Rochelle. 

Those recovering from 
alcoholism and drug ad-
diction can call 779-707-
0151 for information about 
meetings at the location 
and in the area. A new 
Narcotics Anonymous 
meeting will be held at the 
location on Mondays at 7 
p.m. A Big Book study will 
be held on Wednesdays at 
7 p.m. at the location. The 
Big Book Compendium is 
a recovery program.

Sauk Valley Voices of 
Recovery is a recovery 
community based out of 
Dixon. For the past three 
years, it has covered Lee, 
Whiteside and Ogle coun-
ties and recently started 
coverage of addiction 
needs in DeKalb County.  

“Our organization be-
lieves that a big compo-
nent of recovery is recon-
necting with a positive 
community,” SVVOR 
Executive Director Gerald 
Lott said. “We do a lot of 
taking people to treatment. 

Rochelle Recovery Center now open
‘This hopefully is a place where people can... become comfortable’

On Aug. 22, Sauk Valley Voices of Recovery announced the opening of the 
Rochelle Recovery Center at 242 May Mart Drive in Rochelle. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

And then when those 
people come back, their 
problems are still there. 
Three years ago we set out 
to build a connection with 
that community. Every 
month we do a newsletter 
to let people in the com-
munity know what other 
people in recovery are 
doing in the area. We do 
monthly social events that 
are free of charge. We’ve 
taken people bowling and 
ax throwing and hiking. 
We’ve had sober dances. 
We support getting meet-

ings going. Our goal is to 
not support any one path 
to recovery. It’s not AA or 
NA or Celebrate Recovery 
or yoga. We want to lift the 
entire harbor of recovery. 
In doing so, all boats rise.”

Upon the start of a 
new funding cycle in 
July, SVVOR was tasked 
with setting up two re-
covery-oriented system 
of care (ROSC) councils 
for Lee-Whiteside coun-
ties and Ogle/DeKalb 
counties. Rochelle native 
Daniel Stewart will have 

an office at the Rochelle 
Recovery Center and will 
serve as the Ogle/DeKalb 
ROSC coordinator. 

Stewart’s goal will be 
to get together a coalition 
of local stakeholders from 
hospitals, police depart-
ments, businesses and 
more to look at the area 
and its addiction needs to 
try to get it moving in a 
positive direction. 

“This center is the out-
growth of that,” Lott said. 

See RECOVERY p. 2

Groundbreaking held for Route 251 beautification efforts
‘Any time we can make a pretty space that does good things, we definitely want to’

On Friday, the City of Rochelle hosted a groundbreaking ceremony and community planting day at the vacant 
lot on the southeast corner of Illinois Route 251 and 10th Avenue. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

them, Sedig said. City 
Community Development 
Director Michelle Pease 
suggested the two visible 
lots off Illinois Route 251. 
The plantings are set back 
so visibility is not impacted. 

Mayor John Bearrows 
thanked those that came 
out to help with planting 

on Friday.
“I’m just happy to have 

the folks that came out to 
help us,” Bearrows said. 
“It’s nice to see everybody 
pitch in. That’s one thing 
about Team Rochelle, they 
always show up to help 
out with things and it’s a 
team effort. It’s going to 

be a great addition to this 
corridor.”

In 2022, the city received 
Tree City USA recognition. 
It celebrated that status by 
planting trees on Friday.  

“Part of that was cel-
ebrating Arbor Day and 
I can’t think of a better 
way to honor that and our 

recognition as a Tree City 
USA community than by 
getting outside and getting 
our hands a little dirty and 
planting some plants and 
trees and creating a little 
pocket of beauty,” Sedig 
said. 

See CEREMONY p. 5

RITC work 
nearing 
completion
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“Part of our grant al-
lowed for Daniel to have 
an office. We could’ve 
had a small office, but 
we chose a place with a 
big room attached to it 
where people could have 
meetings. Hence, the Ro-
chelle Recovery Center. 
We’ve heard from a ton 
of people and stakeholders 
in this community that it 
could use more people to 
get together to recover and 
try to find hope. I’ve been 
sober for 15 years. Daniel 
has been sober for about 
two years. This is stuff that 
we’ve lived.”

Stewart attended Ro-
chelle Township High 
School. He’s a product of 
SVVOR, and Lott was the 
one who drove him to get 

treatment in Aurora. Upon 
completing treatment, he 
moved into a healthy liv-
ing space and got involved 
in the 12-Step program, 
which he’s still doing 
today. He got in touch 
with Lott again during his 
recovery and got involved 
with SVVOR. 

“Long story short, here 
we are,” Stewart said. 
“I’m really excited. We’ve 
had really good suc-
cess in DeKalb meeting 
with stakeholders. I’ll be 
meeting with Rochelle’s 
stakeholders. Every time 
we meet somebody and 
tell them what we’re doing 
for this ROSC council, 
they pave the way for 
other people to get in-
volved. There’s not a lot 
of places to recover here 
in Rochelle. We’re not 

RECOVERY: New addiction center opens doors in the Hub City
fighting the war on drugs, 
but we are fighting stigma. 
Everything that comes 
with being someone with 
substance use disorder. 
I’ve been to a lot of really 
good AA meetings in Pla-
no and Aurora. I haven’t 
been to a whole lot here, 
but I plan to. It’s more than 
just us doing this. It’s a 
statewide initiative. The 
entire state is building a 
ROSC council and so are 
surrounding states.”

SVVOR has a Safe 
Passage program to get 
those in need transport-
ed to treatment that has 
helped over 350 people 
in the past two years. The 
closest treatment center 
to the area is about 45 
minutes away for people 
with Medicaid and unin-
sured, which is generally 
what SVVOR works with. 
The organization has put 
36,000 miles on cars in the 
past year driving people to 
and from treatment. Stew-
art called it “extremely 
meaningful” to be back 
in his hometown helping 
people with substance use 
disorders like him. 

“I really hope to plant 
some seeds and help 
people recover,” Stewart 
said. “And not be ashamed 
to recover. In the rural 
area with substance use 
disorders, there’s a lot of 
shame, guilt and remorse. 
This hopefully is a place 
where people can come 
and become comfortable.”

Lott said the Rochelle 
Recovery Center space 
is available to anybody 
in the community who 
wants to start a meeting. 
A new Rochelle location 
for those recovering from 
alcoholism and drug ad-
diction will fill a void in 
the area for those in need. 

“The biggest problem 
is transportation,” Lott 

said. “If you have a good 
car and nothing but mon-
ey, you can go to 100 meet-
ings a week traveling the 
four surrounding counties. 
If you live 5-6 blocks 
from here and only have 
a bicycle, that’s a different 
game. And it gets cold. We 
hope that this base can be 
a meeting house, and one 
of many, for hundreds if 
not thousands of people. 
We want people to see 
that we are having good 
meetings here and other 
places in the community 
want to have meetings. 
Recovering out loud is 
what we do, so people 
can see that it doesn’t tear 
down the neighborhood.”

SVVOR offers a num-
ber of group activities 
for those in recovery to 
come together in a positive 
environment including 
basketball, bicycle riding, 
running and art. 

It will also host North-
ern Illinois Recover-Con 
2023 on Saturday, Oct. 7 
at Northern Illinois Uni-
versity’s Barsema Alumni 

and Visitors Center. The 
event is free and celebrates 
recovery. It will feature 
esteemed thought leaders 
and partners passionate 
about recovery from sub-
stance use disorder. Visit 
recover-con.com or call 
779-707-0151 for details. 

Lott and Stewart said 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
compounded alcoholism 
and drug addiction issues. 
In 2021, the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) documented 
about 110,000 people 
dying of overdoses. 

“A lot of issues came 
together to just make this 
entire field explode,” Lott 
said. “We went from about 
eight calls a week prior to 
COVID-19 to help some-
body get into treatment 
to upwards of 20 calls a 
week. The numbers have 
definitely increased. If 
you follow the logic that 
addiction flows from a 
lack of connection and 
look at us being told for 
18 months to stay in the 

house and away from each 
other, there’s a conclu-
sion to draw. People now 
have an excuse to stay 
home behind the computer 
screen and do whatever 
they’re doing and nobody 
knows.”

Lott said the expecta-
tion is that SVVOR’s grant 
funding will go on for a 
considerable amount of 
time to provide recovery 
services and to build the 
recovery-oriented system 
in the community. When 
SVVOR started its Safe 
Passage program, the 
number of places people 
could go to and ask for and 
receive help increased. 
The Rochelle community 
now has one more place 
like that. 

“It’s potential for the 
entire community,” Lott 
said. “When someone 
asks for help, is it going 
to be available? I want 
people to know that if 
they can get here to our 
new center and ask for 
help, somebody is going 
to help them.”

A new Narcotics Anonymous meeting will be held at the location on Mondays at 
7 p.m. A Big Book study will be held on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. at the location. The 
Big Book Compendium is a recovery program.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

Bob, Barb, Bonnie & Brenda

To the loving family and many friends of  Joanne Rogde, 
we wish to extend our sincere gratitude for your love, 

prayers, kindnesses and support that we have  
received during our time of  grief.  

From page 1

The RITC will be 
served by the City of 
Rochelle Railroad, a city-
owned short-line railroad 
that connects businesses 
and industries to both 
the Union Pacific (UP) 
and Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe (BNSF) main 
line Railroads. City offi-
cials aim for the facility 
to give local and regional 
industries a cost-effective 
alternative to moving 
freight through Chicago. 

Anderson said he an-
ticipates construction on 
the current phase of the 
RITC will be completed 
by mid-to-late Septem-
ber. Light poles need to 
be installed and Rochelle 
Municipal Utilities power 
needs to be pulled into the 
yard. A gate and fencing 
need to be put in place as 
well. Once there is power, 
the whole facility can be 
lighted and the operation 
could potentially run 24 
hours a day.

The first phase of the 
startup for intermodal ser-
vice has begun, Anderson 
said. Containers can be 
seen in the yard on chassis. 
Currently, CHS Rochelle 
is bringing the containers 
across the street for the 
purpose of having them 
contained for the pur-
pose of fumigating grain. 
Trucks come and get the 
containers and take them 
to Joliet.

Anderson said the sec-
ond phase will start later 
this fall, where a whole 

trainload of containers 
will come in empty and 
be offloaded and stacked. 
Those containers will 
later be loaded and put on 
another train later in the 
week, which will bring 
more empty containers. 
That process will likely 
start sometime in October, 
Anderson said. 

“We expect there to be a 
train a week to start with,” 
Anderson said. “One train 
a week is 110 rail cars or 
220 containers. That’s 220 
containers in and 220 con-
tainers out per week. With 
that, it’ll start to generate 
a significant amount of 
revenue.”

Developing the yard’s 
operations has brought 
about “a lot of complex-
ities,” Anderson said. 
Customers have come 
about wanting to import 
into Rochelle due to the 
fact that they don’t want 
to take containers into the 
larger yard in Chicago. 
Those customers have 
a desire to bring loaded 
containers into the RITC 
and put them on a truck 
and ship them to destina-
tions in Wisconsin, Iowa 
or Southern Illinois. 

That demand coming 
about has added a level 
of complexity to planning, 
but could bring added 
revenue, Anderson said. 

“This has now kind of 
complicated things be-
cause we were originally 
set up to be just an export 
terminal,” Anderson said. 
“Now we’re working with 
multiple freight lines and 

railroads to talk about 
import and export. The 
great opportunity there is 
that the revenue that the 
city generates through this 
process is based on loaded 
containers. If you have 
loaded containers coming 
in, you get paid for that. 
And if you have loaded 
containers going out, you 
get paid for that. So even 
though the process is tak-
ing longer to get the whole 
thing put together, it looks 
as though we’re going to 
be in a much better posi-
tion on revenue if we can 
handle both the import and 
the export.”

The City of Rochelle 
has had discussions about 
its own intermodal yard 
for almost 15 years, An-
derson said. The RITC site 
already has a transloading 
operation there, which in-
volves freight going from 
one form of transportation 
to another. Current items 
transloaded at the facility 
include sunflower seed oil 
and grain. 

The City of Rochelle 
Railroad has equal access 
to the Union Pacific and 
the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe railroads. 

“I don’t know how 
many transloading facili-
ties or intermodal facilities 
are actually served by two 
class-one railroads,” An-
derson said. “We may be 
the only one, I don’t know. 
I think it’s interesting that 
we now have the flexibility 
to provide service to a lot 
of customers that other-
wise didn’t have service.”

The Greater Rochelle 
Economic Development 
Corporation (GREDC) 
purchased 10 acres next 
to the transload center 10 
years ago with the hopes 
that intermodal service 
could be established. 
Anderson said most of 
the project has come 
together as anticipated, 
but there have been chal-
lenges in understanding 
the complexities of how 
intermodal services are 
actually provided.

“All of the entities have 
to work in concert with 
each other,” Anderson 
said. “It’s been pretty 
exciting to see it come 
together. But everyone is 
trying to figure out what 
their role is. I think it’s 
going to take us a good 
18-24 months to really get 
this thing off the ground. 
I think we’re going to see 
some real success in it. 
It’s getting all the players 

to work together.”
The city has been 

awarded multiple grants 
for the RITC. One was 
received this past winter 
to expand it east to city-
owned land, and the $7 
million project will go for-
ward in 2025 after design 
and study work next year. 

In the city’s long-range 
plan, the current phase 
of the RITC is the first 
of three. The first phase 
will have capacity up to 
two trains a week, with 
potential for the railroad 
to generate $1.5-2 million 
per year. If expanded to the 
next phase due to demand, 
Anderson said that could 
add another $1 million 
to yearly revenues. The 
third phase would expand 
to a 50-100 acre oppor-
tunity, which could yield 
“somewhere in excess” 
of $4 million per year, 
Anderson said. 

“Mayor  Bearrows 

made the statement in 
2019 when Global III 
closed how difficult this 
was going to be on certain 
industries who basically 
depended on having lo-
cal intermodal service,” 
Anderson said. “And 
now that we’re going 
to reestablish that, at a 
smaller scale than what 
Global III was, it’s very, 
very rewarding. It’s very 
rewarding to feel that not 
only are we helping local 
businesses and industries 
to lower their logistics 
costs by having local inter-
modal service, but it’s also 
going to be a tremendous 
amount of revenue to the 
city itself. That’s kind of 
what the whole idea be-
hind the city’s enterprises 
are, to basically create op-
portunities that really help 
support the quality of life, 
help support businesses, 
and help to bring new rev-
enue into the community.”

RITC: Transload center bringing intermodal services back to Rochelle

The Rochelle Intermodal Transload Center will be served by the City of Rochelle Railroad, a city-owned short-line railroad that connects businesses and industries to 
both the Union Pacific (UP) and Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) main line Railroads. City officials aim for the facility to give local and regional industries a cost-
effective alternative to moving freight through Chicago. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

OREGON — Ogle 
County Collector Tiffany 
O’Brien, wants to remind 
property owners that the 
second installment of their 
property tax bill is due 
Friday, Sept. 8. Payment 
methods include cash or 
check (payable to Ogle 
County Collector). 

In-person payments 
can be made at the trea-
surer’s office located in 
the “old” courthouse at 
105 S. 5th St., Suite 114, 
Oregon or at any bank in 
Ogle County. Office hours 
are 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Monday - Friday exclud-
ing holidays. 

Their mailing address 
is Ogle County Collector, 
P.O. Box 40, Oregon, IL 
61061. Mailed payments 
must be postmarked by the 
due date to be considered 
timely. Late payments will 
incur a fee of 1.5 percent 
per month or part of a 
month after the due date 
and must be remitted by 
mail or at the collector’s 
office. 

Collector O’Brien’s 
office is also offering the 
option of online credit card 
payments. You may get to 

Property tax second installment due Sept. 8
this site by going to www.
oglecountyil.gov and then 
selecting the Treasurer’s 
department. Choose the 
Online Tax Payments link 
and click the Pay Now but-
ton. Fill in the information 

as prompted. Be sure to 
receive a payment confir-
mation for your records. 
Please note that this ser-
vice carries a fee; review 
the convenience fees prior 
to making payment.
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  
or Andrew Heiserman at 815-561-2123

Section 29 of the Willow Creek Township,
Paw Paw, Lee County, Illinois

Asking $12,500 per acre.

   • 92 Tillable Acres
   • 27 Acres Recreational Woodlands
   • Productivity Index (PI) 129
   • Potential Cash Rent - $315-$390
   • Potential Rec. Rent - $35-$55
   • 2022 Taxes - $4097
   • Zoned Ag-1

CALL

954-554-5612
Steven Massey P.A.

ROCHELLE — On 
Sept. 1 at 4:09 p.m. Ralph 
Elliot, 76, of Malta was 

cited for failure to yield at 
an intersection. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a Sept. 22 Ro-
chelle court date.

On Sept. 2 at 3:13 a.m. 
Xochiltl Juarez Vazques, 
35, of Rochelle was arrest-
ed for driving under the in-
fluence, driving under the 
influence greater than .08 
and cited for improper lane 
usage. She was released on 
an I-Bond with an Oct. 6 
Rochelle court date.

On Sept. 2 at 6:56 
p.m. Kimberly Crisp, 57, 
of Rochelle was arrested 

for retail theft. She was 
released on an I-Bond with 
an Oct. 6 Ogle County 
court date.

On Sept. 4 at 11:33 
p.m. Nicole M. Gomez, 
34, of Rochelle was ar-
rested on an outstanding 
DeKalb County warrant 
and transferred. 

On Sept. 5 at 1:06 a.m. 
Perry G. Logan, 70, of 
Sycamore was arrested 
for driving under the in-
fluence. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make multiple arrests

OREGON — The 2023 
Ogle County 4-H Senior 
Master Showman win-
ner was Gwendolyn Hall 
of Monroe Center! The 
runner up was Cooper 
Alderks, Chana. Other 
senior participants ages 
14-18 included Boone 
Alderks, Chana; Ayden 
Alderks, Monroe Center; 
Max Thurow, Stillman 
Valley; Robbie Thurow, 
Stillman Valley; and Bruce 
Gehrke, Byron.

The 2023 Ogle County 
4-H Junior Master Show-
man winner was Grady 
Poliska of Davis Junction! 
The runner up was Addi-
son Yordy of Leaf River. 
Other junior participants 
ages 8-13 included Blake 

Frisbie, Esmond; Kaitlyn 
Adams, Stillman Valley; 
Lucas Thurow, Stillman 
Valley; Joseph Thurow, 
Stillman Valley; and Jaxon 
Alderks, Monroe Center

To earn the title, each 
participant had to show a 
pig, steer and sheep. Show-
manship is based on the 
knowledge of the species; 
how the participant shows 
the animal, following 
directions, moving the an-
imal, setting up, stopping, 
control and safety of the 
animal, and the attention 
given to the judge and 
animal; and the appearance 
of the club member, clean 
and neat, prompt, alert, 
confident and courteous. 

Congratulations to each 

of these individuals. The 
winner of the Senior Mas-
ter Showmanship winner 
won a belt buckle, $100 
cash award and the oppor-
tunity to attend the Master 
Showmanship contest at 
the Illinois State Fair. The 
senior runner up won a 
$50 cash award. The Ju-
nior Master Showmanship 
winner won a belt buckle 
and a $50 cash award. The 
junior runner up won a $25 
cash award. 

Cash Awards were 
sponsored by Hackbarth 
Farms. Belt buckles were 
sponsored by Maplehurst 
Farms, Inc.

4-H is an informal youth 
education program con-
ducted by University of 
Illinois Extension.  U of I 
Extension provides equal 
opportunities in programs 
and employment.  If you 
need reasonable accom-
modations to participate 
in 4-H, contact the Ogle 
County Extension staff at 
815-732-2191.  

Master Showmanship Contest 
held at Ogle County 4-H Fair

The 2023 Ogle County 4-H Senior Master Showman winner was Gwendolyn Hall of 
Monroe Center. The runner up was Cooper Alderks, Chana.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

OREGON — Ogle 
County 2023 4-H Fair 
rabbit department winners 
were recently named at 
the Ogle County Fair 
Aug. 2-6. Winners were 
as follows:

Champion Jr. Show-
manship: Landon Zabran, 
Byron. Champion Inter-
mediate Showmanship: 
Kailee Miller, Leaf River. 
Champion Sr. Showman-
ship: Ali Danekas, Polo. 
Champion Market Pen: 
Ali Danekas, Polo. Re-
serve Champion Market 
Pen: Harper Bruns, Or-
egon. Champion Single 
Fryer: Landon Zabran, 
Byron. Reserve Cham-
pion Single Fryer: Ali 
Danekas, Polo. Champi-
on Production Class: Ali 
Danekas, Polo. Reserve 
Champion Production 
Class: Tessa Bruns, Ore-
gon. Top of Class Jr. Doe 
Meat Breed: Ali Danekas, 
Polo. Top of Class Jr. Buck 
Meat Breed: Ulta Zabran, 
Byron. Top of Class Sr. 
Doe Meat Breed: Harp-
er Bruns, Oregon. Top 
of Class Sr. Buck Meat 
Breed: Ali Danekas, Polo. 
Grand Champion Meat 

Pen: Ali Danekas, Polo. 
Grand Reserve Cham-
pion Meat Pen: Harper 
Bruns, Oregon. Champion 
Dressed Rabbit: Landon 
Zabran, Byron. Reserve 
Champion Dressed Rab-
bit: Ulta Zabran, Byron. 
Top of Class Jr. Doe Mini 
Rex & Rex: Ulta Zabran, 
Byron. Top of Class Jr. 
Buck Mini Rex & Rex: 
Ulta Zabran, Byron. Top 
of Class Sr. Doe Mini Rex 
& Rex: Ali Danekas, Polo. 
Top of Class Sr. Buck Mini 
Rex & Rex: Ali Danekas, 
Polo. Top of Class Jr. Doe 
All Other Breeds: Kodi 
Hubbard, Chana. Top of 
Class Jr. Buck All Other 
Breeds: Mason Zabran, 
Byron. Top of Class Sr. 
Doe All Other Breeds: 
Kodi Hubbard, Chana. 
Top of Class Sr. Buck 
All Other Breeds: Ali 
Danekas, Polo. Top of 
Class Jr. Doe Lop: Cora 
Mickley, Rochelle. Top of 
Class Jr. Buck Lop: Daw-
son Mickley, Rochelle. 
Top of Class Sr. Doe Lop: 
Cora Mickley, Rochelle. 
Top of Class Sr. Buck 
Lop: Dawson Mickley, 
Rochelle. Grand Cham-

pion Fancy Rabbit: Kodi 
Hubbard, Chana. Reserve 
Grand Champion Fancy 
Rabbit: Cora Mickley, Ro-
chelle. Top of Class Jr. Doe 
Crossbred: Ali Danekas, 
Polo. Top of Class Jr. 
Buck Crossbred: Landon 
Zabran, Byron. Top of 
Class Sr. Doe Crossbred: 
Landyn Day, Mount Mor-
ris. Top of Class Sr. Buck 
Crossbred: Ali Danekas, 
Polo. Grand Champion 
Crossbred Rabbit: Landyn 
Day, Mount Morris. Re-
serve Grand Champion 
Crossbred Rabbit: Ali 
Danekas, Polo. Champion 
Jr. Buck Pet Bunny Class: 
Kasen Bocker, Leaf River. 
Champion Sr. Buck Pet 
Bunny Class: Adalyn 
Bocker, Leaf River. Grand 
Champion Pet Bunny: 
Kasen Bocker, Leaf River. 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Pet Bunny: Adalyn Bock-
er, Leaf River. Champion 
Costume Class: Ellie 
Schier, Mount Morris. Re-
serve Champion Costume 
Class: Hunter Kremske, 
Oregon. Best of Show: Ali 
Danekas, Polo. Reserve 
Best of Show: Kodi Hub-
bard, Chana.

Ogle County 2023 4-H Fair rabbit 
department winners named

Ogle County 4-H members lined up at the rabbit judging station.
(COURTESY PHOTO)
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815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL

NOW in 
our new 
location!

Call:  
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123   

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

From page 1

Along with trees, peren-
nials were planted as well 
in the interest of helping 
pollinators. 

“If you look around, 
there’s just grass yards 
around us,” Sedig said. 
“Grass doesn’t really pro-
vide food in general for pol-
linators, especially when 
it’s mowed. So pollinators 
have to fly quite a ways to 
find food. A little pocket of 
what we’re planting creates 
a little stopping spot for 
food and nectar. One of 
the plants going in is hearty 
hibiscus. Some butterflies 
use that for host plants.”

Sedig said beautification 
can help build residents’ 
pride in the community and 
that the plantings Friday 
will make for a friendlier 
and cooler corner. She also 
thanked those that came out 
to help with the work. 

“It’s wonderful to have 
people take the time to help 
us do this,” Sedig said. “It 
shows the buy-in and the 
community’s commitment 
and pride and the desire to 
build community and make 
it something beautiful and a 
place that they want to live 
and future generations want 
to live. I’m just very excited 
and very happy for this 
opportunity. It’s awesome.”

CEREMONY: Beautification 
efforts being made off Route 251

OREGON — Sheep 
department awards were 
given to 4-H youth at the 
2023 Ogle County 4-H 
Fair. Winners were as 
follows: 

Breeding 
classes

Champion Suffolk Ju-
nior Ewe Lamb: Kaitlyn 
Adams, Stillman Valley. 
Reserve Champion Suffolk 
Junior Ewe Lamb: Nolan 
Adams, Stillman Valley. 
Champion Suffolk Year-
ling Ewe: Kaitlyn Adams, 
Stillman Valley. Champi-
on Suffolk Ram Lamb: 
Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman 
Valley. Champion Pair of 
Suffolk Lambs: Kaitlyn 
Adams, Stillman Valley. 
Reserve Champion Pair 
of Suffolk Lambs: Nolan 
Adams, Stillman Valley. 
Champion Other Purebred 
Junior Ewe Lamb – Meat 
Breed: Aubrey Janoski, 
Davis Junction. Champion 
Other Purebred Yearling 
Ewe – Meat Breed: Aubrey 
Janoski, Davis Junction. 
Champion Other Purebred 
Ram Lamb – Meat Breed: 
Aubrey Janoski, Davis 
Junction. Champion Pair 
of Other Purebred Lambs 
– Meat Breed: Aubrey 
Janoski, Davis Junction. 
Champion Other Purebred 
Junior Ewe Lamb – Wool 
Breed: Aubrey Janoski, 
Davis Junction. Champi-
on Other Purebred Ram 
Lamb – Wool Breed: 
Aubrey Janoski, Davis 
Junction. Champion Pair 
of Other Purebred Lambs 
– Wool Breed: Aubrey 
Janoski, Davis Junction. 
Grand Champion Ewe 
Lamb: Kaitlyn Adams, 
Stillman Valley. Reserve 

Sheep department awards given at 2023 Ogle County 4-H Fair

Sheep department awards were given to 4-H youth at the 2023 Ogle County 4-H Fair. Above is Ogle County 4-H member, Tyler Hall.
(COURTESY PHOTO)

Grand Champion Ewe 
Lamb: Aubrey Janoski, 
Davis Junction. Grand 
Champion Yearling Ewe: 
Aubrey Janoski, Davis 
Junction. Reserve Grand 
Champion Yearling Ewe: 
Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman 
Valley. Grand Champi-
on Ram Lamb: Kaitlyn 
Adams, Stillman Valley. 
Reserve Grand Champi-
on Ram Lamb: Aubrey 
Janoski, Davis Junction. 
Grand Champion Pair of 
Lambs: Kaitlyn Adams, 
Stillman Valley. Reserve 
Grand Champion Pair of 
Lambs: Aubrey Janoski, 
Davis Junction. Grand 
Champion Overall Fe-
male: Kaitlyn Adams, 
Stillman Valley. Reserve 

Grand Champion Overall 
Female: Aubrey Janoski, 
Davis Junction

Combined 
classes

Champion Black-Face 
Breeds Young Flock: 
Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman 
Valley. Grand Champion 
Young Flock: Kaitlyn 
Adams, Stillman Valley.

Commercial 
classes

Champion Commercial 
Junior Ewe Lamb: Tyler 
Hall, Monroe Center. 
Champion Commercial 
Yearling Ewe: Delaney 
Byers, Forreston. Grand 

Champion Commercial 
Ewe: Tyler Hall, Monroe 
Center. Reserve Grand 
Champion Commercial 
Ewe: Delaney Byers, For-
reston.

Market lamb 
classes

Champion Light Weight 
Southdown Market Lamb: 
Blakelynn Swanson, Still-
man Valley. Champion 
Suffolk Market Lamb: 
Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman 
Valley. Champion Hamp-
shire Market Lamb: Tyler 
Hall, Monroe Center. 
Reserve Champion Hamp-
shire Market Lamb: Blake-
lynn Swanson, Stillman 
Valley. Champion Any 

Other Meat Breed Market 
Lamb: Gwen Hall, Monroe 
Center. Champion White-
face Market Lamb: Blake-
lynn Swanson, Stillman 
Valley. Champion Black-
face Market Lamb: Tyler 
Hall, Monroe Center. Re-
serve Champion Blackface 
Market Lamb: Ty Horn, 
Rochelle. Champion Light 
Weight Crossbred Market 
Lamb: Ty Horn, Rochelle. 
Reserve Champion Light 
Weight Crossbred Market 
Lamb: Ty Horn, Rochelle. 
Grand Champion Overall 
Market Lamb: Tyler Hall, 
Monroe Center. Reserve 
Grand Champion Overall 
Market Lamb: Blake-
lynn Swanson, Stillman 
Valley. Champion Pair 

of Black-Face Market 
Lambs: Ty Horn, Ro-
chelle. Reserve Cham-
pion Pair of Black-Face 
Market Lambs: Blakelynn 
Swanson, Stillman Valley. 
Grand Champion Pair of 
Market Lambs: Ty Horn, 
Rochelle. Reserve Grand 
Champion Pair of Market 
Lambs: Blakelynn Swan-
son, Stillman Valley.

Showmanship
Champion  Jun ior 

Showmanship: Kaitlyn 
Adams, Stillman Valley. 
Champion Intermediate 
Showmanship: Aubrey 
Janoski, Davis Junc-
tion. Champion Senior 
Showmanship: Blakelynn 
Swanson, Stillman Valley.
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 

necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 

of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 

phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 

made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 

will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters from candidates endorsing themselves will not 
be printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office 
(211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 

Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) 
The News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 
the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do 

not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger       bohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen            lpillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson     jthompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales       kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

WE seem to 
hear plenty 
about how the 

COVID-19 pandemic has 
changed people’s lives as 
we try to migrate more 
towards normal. One thing 
is for certain, in the past two 
years consumer trends have 
shifted. That is also evident 
in consumer food trends as 
we examine a report issued 
by the American Farm 
Bureau.

U S D A - E c o n o m -
ic Research Service’s 
(ERS)  tracks the value of 
the U.S. food system by 
reporting on total food and 
beverage spending. This 
spending data is catego-
rized as food consumed at 
home or food consumed 
away from home, such as 
at restaurants or hotels. 

Between 1997 and 2022 
total nominal spending on 
food at home increased 
from $376 billion across 
the nation to $1.047 trillion, 
a 178 percent increase and 
an average annual increase 
of four percent. During the 
same timeframe, food away 
from home increased from 
$336 billion to $1.343 tril-
lion, an almost 300-percent 
increase and an average an-
nual increase of six percent. 
Between 1997 and 2022, the 
consumer price index for 
food increased 95 percent, 
meaning inflation explains 
much of the increase in 
food spending across both 
categories, though there are 
other factors. Total food 
away from home spending 
has surpassed food at home 
spending since 2007.

Since 2015, food away 
from home spending has 
exceeded food at home 
spending by over $100 
billion, except during 2020 
when COVID-19 lock-
downs prevented many 
consumers from consuming 
food in public settings. Be-
tween 2019 and 2020 food 
at home spending increased 
eight percent while food 
away from home spending 
dropped 13 percent, the 
largest drop in the data se-
ries. The reopening of many 
food service outlets in 2021 
and 2022 rebounded food 
away from home spending 
25 percent and 15 percent, 
respectively. Before 2010, 
food away from home 
spending increased five 
percent annually com-
pared to four percent for 
food at home. After 2010, 
food away from home 
spending increased seven 
percent annually compared 
to four percent for food at 
home. Removing the 2020 
COVID-19-linked outlier 
pushes average annual food 
away from home spending 
increases to nine percent.

These trends are not 
surprising to many of us 
as restaurants and quick 
service options have played 
an increasing role in U.S. 
consumption culture. As 
convenience and time sav-
ings drive purchasing be-
havior, many of us prefer 
to grab a bite at a restaurant 
or through takeout options 
than to cook for ourselves. 
While the cost of many 
restaurant meals exceeds 
that of home-cooked reci-

pes, the growth in low-cost, 
quick-service options has 
lowered the cost barrier for 
consumers.

For food consumed at 
home, grocery stores have 
consistently captured the 
largest market share, though 
this share has decreased 
significantly. In 1997, gro-
cery stores accounted for 
72 percent of food-at-home 
expenditures. This dropped 
to 65 percent five years later 
in 2002 and to under 60 
percent in 2007. In 2022, 
grocery stores took up 54.2 
percent of at-home food 
spending. The only time 
grocery stores’ market share 
has increased since 1997 
is between 2019 and 2020, 
a likely result of people 
returning to grocery outlets 
amid lockdowns. Much 
of the decline in grocery 
store market share for at 
home spending has been the 
growth of warehouse clubs 
and supercenters and home 
delivery. Including popular 
bulk shopping centers like 
Costco and Sam’s Club, 
this category increased its 
market share from eight 
percent in 1997 to 25.5 
percent in 2012. Bulk 
shopping centers’ over-
a-quarter-of-the-market 
capture was then reduced by 
the entry of popular home 
delivery options between 
2012 and 2017. In 2012, 
home delivery spending 
made up only 2.7 percent of 
at-home food spending; by 
2017 that share had risen to 
6.1 percent. In 2022 ware-
houses and supercenters 
claimed 22.4 percent of 

food-at-home expenditures 
and mail order and home de-
livery claimed 8.8 percent. 

These trends are further 
revealed in dollar value 
increases. Between 1997 
and 2022 food expenditures 
at grocery stores increased 
from $270 billion to $567 
billion, a 109-percent in-
crease. During the same pe-
riod, spending at warehouse 
clubs and supercenters grew 
from $30 billion to $234 bil-
lion, a 679-percent increase. 
Similarly, spending on food 
delivery increased 684 
percent from $11 billion in 
1997 to $91 billion in 2022. 
In a consumer environment 
where convenience is king, 
it is likely delivery food 
expenditures will only 
increase.

For food consumed away 
from home, limited-service 
restaurants and full-service 
restaurants have fought for 
the top market share spot 
in terms of spending. Both 
outlet types had an average 
market share of 34 percent 
of food spent away from 
home between 1997 and 
2022. The largest difference 
in these two categories oc-
curred between 2019 and 
2020 when limited-service 
restaurants claimed 38 
percent of food away from 
home spending and full-ser-
vice 29 percent, again 
linked to the COVID-19 
lockdowns. 

Food purchased and 
consumed at retail outlets or 
through vending machines 
has had the largest increase 
in market share. Making up 
only four percent of away-

from-home expenditures in 
1997, this category hit its 
peak in 2020 at 14 percent 
and made up 11 percent of 
away-from-home spending 
in 2022. Many retail outlets 
historically specializing 
in just merchandise sales 
have attempted to diversify 
income streams by offering 
in-store food consumption 
or take-away options. 

In dollar terms, between 
1997 and 2022 food expen-
ditures have increased from 
$120 billion to $462 billion 
at full-service restaurants 
(a 283-percent increase). 
Limited-service restaurant 
spending has increased 
from $112 billion to $468 
billion (a 317-percent in-
crease). During the same 
period, spending at retail 
stores and vending has 
increased from $11 billion 
to $154 billion, a 1,114-per-
cent increase. 

Food spending behavior 
also varies by state and 
region. Much of the at 
home spending distribution 
by state appears to be to a 
combination of average 
food prices in a state and 
a cultural preference for 
eating at home. Maine 
and New Hampshire, for 
instance, have high rural 
populations and high food 
prices, likely contributing 
to a higher percentage of 
people eating at home at a 
higher cost. Likewise, New 
York and Hawaii have high 
comparative food costs 
but show up in the bottom 
10 states for food at home 
spending, likely linked to 
a cultural preference for 

eating away from home in 
more urbanized and tour-
ist-heavy economies.

Each state’s and region’s 
characteristics contribute to 
how food is marketed and 
transported and requires 
producers to adjust business 
strategies accordingly.

How and where shoppers 
purchase food impacts the 
way in which food is trans-
ported, stored, packaged, 
prepared and ultimately 
consumed. Shifts in these 
conditions linked to local 
and global economic condi-
tions, as well as preference 
changes, introduce uncer-
tainty for those attempt-
ing to establish marketing 
strategies. Recent spending 
trends reveal a continued 
desire for convenience in 
eating experiences, favor-
ing options that save time 
and money. Future higher 
cash access for consumers 
may shift food consumption 
toward immersive full-ser-
vice away-from-home ex-
periences. This would con-
trast with the COVID-19 
contact-sensitive environ-
ment that demanded fewer 
contact points between the 
public. A future with lower 
cash access and negative 
economic indicators would 
lead to a continued trend 
demanding low-cost and 
low time-intensive options. 

“Part of the secret of a 
success in life is to eat what 
you like and let the food 
fight it out inside.” -Mark 
Twain

Ron Kern is the manager 
of the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau.

MANY of us 
have noticed 
t h e  b o m -

bardment of advice by 
government officials and 
environ-mentalists that 
we should get an electric 
vehicle (EV) to save the 
planet. It is worthwhile to 
take a look at the status and 
economics of EV technol-
ogy. The average EV costs 
about $10,000 more than 
the equivalent gas vehicle. 
The government provides a 
nonrefundable tax credit of 
about $7,500. If you don’t 
pay taxes, you don’t get the 
credit. Insurance costs are 
higher because the price is 
higher. Figure an additional 
cost of around $2,000 for a 
220-volt hook up in your 
home to charge the vehicle 
in a reasonable amount of 
time. 

EV maintenance costs 
are about 20 percent less 
than gas-powered vehi-

cles over a drive distance 
of 45,000 miles. Battery 
replacement costs are not 
included in this estimate. 
It should be noted that 
battery capacity drops over 
time, reducing the range 
of the EV. Manufacturers 
warrant the battery for most 
EVs to last 100,000 miles. 
This assumes you get a free 
replacement if the battery 
capacity drops to 70 percent 
or less during the warranty 
period. New batteries cost 
from $4,000 to $20,000. It is 
interesting to note that very 
few cost analyses consider 
the cost of new batteries if 
the vehicle is to be used after 
the warranty expires.  

Fuel costs about 50 per-
cent less for an EV than for 
gas-powered vehicles, based 
on 45,000 miles driven and 
current electricity costs. The 
savings depend on vehicle 
efficiency and gas pricing. 
If the next administration 

is energy-friendly, then gas 
prices will drop, and the 
savings will be less.  

Charging stations are 
becoming available in cities, 
but they are scarce in the 
country. Long trips must be 
planned with waypoints that 
contain charging stations. It 
costs more to charge an EV 
on the road than at home. At 
this time, it is unclear if the 
electric grid will be able to 
handle a large population of 
EVs. Recently, in Califor-
nia, EV drivers were asked 
to avoid charging their ve-
hicles during peak regional 
electricity consumption 
periods.

EVs are about 30 percent 
heavier than their counter-
part gas-powered models. 
The heavier vehicle has 
the advantage in a vehicle/
vehicle accident since the 
occupants in a heavier ve-
hicle have a better chance 
of surviving a collision than 

those in the lighter one. This 
has been a concern at the 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration re-
garding the safety of drivers 
of gas-powered vehicles. 
There is also a concern 
among building designers 
that as EVs become more 
common, parking garages 
will not be able to support 
the additional weight of 
EVs. 

Media coverage suggests 
that electric vehicles are 
prone to catch fire. Actually, 
the percentage of EV fires 
is slightly less than that of 
gas powered vehicles. What 
makes headlines is the se-
verity of an electric vehicle 
fire that is very difficult to 
extinguish. Gas-powered 
car fire temperatures are 
about 1,500 degrees Fahr-
enheit. EV fire temperatures 
are around 5,000 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Some parking 
garages ban EVs because 

of this difficulty in extin-
guishing the fire, which 
could destroy several other 
vehicles, resulting in an 
expensive insurance claim 
against the garage. There 
are other concerns if you 
are involved in an accident 
where a fire develops in your 
EV. Fire departments will 
attempt to cool the occupant 
compartment you occupy in 
the hope of extracting you 
after first verifying there 
is no shock hazard from 
the high voltage system. 
The burning batteries will 
continue to burn even after 
having been deluged with 
water. During the last Flor-
ida hurricane, EVs were still 
burning while flooded. The 
most recent fire department 
procedure to handle an EV 
fire (with no occupant) is to 
throw a chain around the EV, 
drag it out of the garage, and 
let it burn itself out. 

There are other envi-

ronmental issues related to 
electric vehicles.  Like any 
other electrical equipment, 
EVs emit ozone, especially 
during charging. Mining of 
lithium for batteries dev-
astates the environment of 
countries providing lithium. 
Charging from an electric 
grid connected to a fos-
sil-fueled power plant just 
transfers the pollution to 
another source.  It is not clear 
how to properly dispose of 
used EV batteries as they 
contain various poisonous 
chemicals that are harmful 
to the environment.

As discussed above, if 
you plan to purchase an 
EV, there are pros and cons. 
Keep these in mind when 
talking to EV salespersons. 
An internet search may be 
helpful but may also be bi-
ased in favor of EVs because 
of the left-leaning influence 
of some search engines. Best 
of luck with your EV!

Ron Kern: Consumer food trends have shifted

Roberts: Electric vehicles (EVs) - An update
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Sept. 6

Greg & Liz Danekas 
(anniversary)

Melissa Villalobos
 

Sept. 7
Kyleigh-Ann McPherson

 
Sept. 9

Georgia Rogers
 

Sept. 11
Sam Oymaian

Melinda Pourchot
Wyatt Sexton

 
Sept. 12

Ianna Smith
 

Sept. 14
Alivia Law

Blakely Avila

 
Sept. 15

Robert Lee
 

Sept. 17
David Jones

Jenny Rosenbach
Richard & Beverly 

Herrmann (anniversary)
 

Sept. 18
Amie Eggenburg

Terry & Teresa Dodillet 
(anniversary)

 
Sept. 19

Leland & Lucy Hazlip 
(anniversary)

Madison Wooten
 

Sept. 20
Jon & Carolyn Bieck 

(anniversary)
 

Sept. 22
Krew Sullivan

 
Sept. 23

Chris Doering
John Worley

Jeff & Diana Dickey 
(anniversary)

 
Sept. 28

Ashley Bunger
 

Sept. 29
Josh Walker

Sarah Kulwicki
Lyndsey O’Brien

 

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Aug. 11 - Matthew Browder, Waterman, $25

Aug. 12 - Zekelman Employee, $25

Aug. 13 - Benjamin O’Rorke, Rochelle, $50

Aug. 14 - Lucas Dobson, Davis Junction, $25

Aug. 15 - Rebecca Berkeley, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 16 - Joan Bakken, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 17 - James Ptucha, Dix Hills, $25

Aug. 18 - Ed Messenger, Oregon, $25

Aug. 19 - Roberto Olazagasti, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 20 - Judy Erickson, Rochelle, $50

Aug. 21 - Brandon and Julia Nalley, Dubuque, $25

Aug. 22 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Aug. 23 - Genevieve Stoll, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 24 - FTH Event Auction, $25

Aug. 25 - City of Rochelle, $25

Aug. 26 - Cahoy Pump, $25

Aug. 27 - Karen Marsh, Stillman Valley, $50

Aug. 28 - Terry Hatfield, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 29 - Steve Barron, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 30 - Debbi Ramsey, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 31 - Zekelman Employee, $25

Sept. 1 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, 

Sept. 2 - Emily Lopez-Perez, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 3 - Mandi Morris, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 4 - Brittany Olszewski, Rochelle, $1,000

Sept. 5 - Ben Heck, Chana, $25

Sept. 6 - Mariah Wyrobek, Rochelle, $25

OREGON – A new 
Channel® brand seed busi-
ness has been opened by 
Tara Hendricks. Located 
in Ogle County, Spruce 
Lane Agronomy will work 
with local farmers to help 
them find ways to enhance 
the yield potential of their 
farms and fields.

Tara has more than 15 
years of experience in the 
field after graduating from 
Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale. She has 
experience working in 
agronomy, retail ag and 
seed sales. Tara will operate 
with the business name of 
Spruce Lane Agronomy 
and cover Ogle County. 
Currently, Tara is working 
hands-on with area farm-

ers to help them enhance 
yield potential through the 
Channel brand experience 
of providing expert advice, 
customized service and 
elite seed products.

“We’re excited to have 
Tara join the Channel brand 
team,” Channel FSR Chris 
Norberg said. “Her knowl-
edge and expertise will be a 
great fit for farmers in our 
area looking for the services 
and support a Channel 
Seedsman can provide.”

One of Tara’s primary 
responsibilities will be 
implementing the Field 
Check Up Series with 
local farmers during the 
four primary crop growth 
stages: seedling, vege-
tative, reproductive and 

maturity. Field evaluations 
begin with placing the 
right products for specific 
field conditions, continue 
throughout the season with 
regular visits to monitor 
crop development, and 
culminate with planning 
for the next year based on 
current results. Seedsmen 
observe and monitor crop 
development and note 
their in-depth findings in 
a Custom Crop Report. 
The information collected 
throughout the year leads to 
personalized management 
decisions based on local 
growing conditions, the 
needs of individual fields 
and farm management 
practices. 

Channel Seedsmen 

work with a trusted team 
of advisers — including 
local agronomists, field 
sales representatives and 
product managers — to 
help farmers with expert 
advice about product place-
ment and crop management 
to enhance yield potential 
for every field and farm. 

Contact Tara Hen-
dricks at 815-298-4563 
or sprucelaneagronomy@
channelseedsman.com. 
Her Channel brand seed 
business is located at 1010 
N. Daysville Road, Ore-
gon.For more information 
about the Channel brand 
and Seedsmanship, visit 
www.cropscience.bayer.
us/brands/channel/seeds-
manship-at-work.

New Channel seedsman comes to Ogle County

OREGON  — The 
Village of Progress’ An-
nual Awards Banquet is 
coming soon. 

Join us as we celebrate 
the accomplishments of 
those who attend the 

village and the many vol-
unteers who donate their 
time and talent.

It’s a great evening to 
spotlight our Ogle County 
men and women with de-
velopmental disabilities. 

They value your support, 
and so do we.

The annual dinner will 
be held at St. Mary’s 
Leaning Center, Oregon, 
on Wednesday, Oct. 18.  
Dinner begins at 6 p.m.  

Tickets can be purchased 
by calling 815-732-2126.  

The cost to attend the 
event is $15 for adults, 
$5 for ages 5-12, and free 
for those who are age 4 
and under.

Village of Progress annual banquet is Oct. 18
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           The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

CONSTRUCTION:

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Small or Big Jobs, We Do Jobs, We Do Them All!Them All!

With Many long-term employees both 
Union and Non-Union our customers are  

always in experienced hands!

TRUCKING:
• Non-Union Local Freight Hauling
• Van Trailer/Hopper/Flatbed/Dump
• Daily Loads on the Customers Time Schedule

• Union 
Construction & 
Deconstruction

• Excavation/Site 
Prep

• Drainage/Sewer/
Water Repair & 
Replacement

• Union Heavy 
Hauling & 
Jobsite Hauling

• Emergency Work
• Restoration/

Traffic Control
• Sidewalk/Curb
• Hourly or Bid 

Work (We 
can create a 
Specialized Rate 
for any Job)

We were voted 
Mid-West Truckers 
Association, Inc. 

 Northern 
Region Trucking 
Company of the 

year 2022.

08022023

200 Steward Road
Rochelle, IL

800-262-1680

KubotaUSA.com
*2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020 
Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations 
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the 
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777
104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL     mortonbuildings.com

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

• Residential • Farm • Equestrian 
• Commercial • Community • Repairs

09042018

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon, 

1pm-5pm

Discover The Difference. Call Today!

ON THE FARM

FOODis a big part 
of fall, and farms 
play a significant 

role in seasonal celebra-
tions. Each fall, families 
plan apple picking ex-
cursions with their eyes 
on baking homemade 
apple pies. And while 
Halloween is made even 
more fun when carving 
jack-o’-lanterns, savvy 
celebrants know that 
carving sessions are not 
complete without some 
roasted pumpkin seeds.

The fall harvest is a 
great time to indulge 
in some freshly picked 
healthy foods. While the 
picking season may vary 
depending on where you 
live, and specifically the 
climate in your region, the 
following are some fruits 
and vegetables that might 
be ripe for the picking 
this fall.

• Apples: Apple-pick-
ing season typically be-
gins in late summer and 
extends into fall. Many 
farms offer a variety of 
apples, which may be 
harvested at different 
times. For example, in 
the northeastern United 
States, Gala apples tend 
to be harvested in late 
summer, while Granny 
Smith apples may be best 
picked in early October.

• Beets: The Spruce: 
Eats notes that beets may 
be in season in temperate 
climates from fall through 
spring. 

• Broccoli: Fresh broc-
coli makes a healthy 
addition to any dinner 
table, and Pickyourown.
org notes that broccoli 
can have a lengthy har-
vesting season. Early 
harvesting may begin 
in May in some regions, 
though it’s still possible 

Fall harvest fruits and vegetables

to pick fresh broccoli in 
late October. If you want 
to pick fresh broccoli, The 
Old Farmer’s Almanac 
recommends doing so 
in the morning when the 
buds of the head are firm 
and tight.

• Cabbage: If you’re 
looking to do some late 
fall picking, cabbage 
might be for you. The 

online resource Harvest to 
Table notes that cabbage 
can survive under snow 
without being harmed, 
making it an ideal late fall 
vegetable. Spoiled outer 
leaves can be pulled away 
after harvesting without 
affecting the quality of 
the remaining cabbage.

• Peaches: People who 
can’t wait to whip up a 

peach cobbler may need 
to do so before fall even 
begins. According to Pic-
kyourown.org, peaches 
can be ready for pick-
ing as early as July in 
the northeastern United 
States, and the picking 
season generally ends 
around mid-September. 
The season is even earlier 
in places like Georgia, a 

state known for its peach-
es where the picking sea-
son can begin in mid-May 
and extend through early 
August depending on the 
variety.

• Pumpkins: Thanks in 
part to Halloween decor 
and the popularity of 
pumpkin pie as a Thanks-
giving dessert, pumpkins 
are synonymous with 

the fall harvest. And 
pumpkin picking season 
aligns perfectly with 
each of these holidays, 
typically beginning in 
early or mid-September 
and extending deep into 
October.

Fall is a great time of 
year to pick fresh fruits 
and vegetables at a local 
farm.
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SPORTS TOURNAMENT TIPS OFF 
 
The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity volleyball 
team hosted a tournament Saturday. 
 
See page 7 for more details
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RTHS Football

Morton outlasts Rochelle
Lewis tosses two touchdown passes as Hubs fall to Potters 27-26 on Friday

Sophomore Brode Metzger runs behind teammate Jack Carmichael during the Rochelle Hub varsity football 
game against Morton on Friday. The Potters edged Rochelle 27-26 to hand the Hubs their first loss of 2023.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

RTHS Girls Tennis

Lady Hubs win Harlem Varsity 
Invitational on Saturday

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity tennis team traveled 
to Machesney Park on Saturday and finished first in 

the Harlem Varsity Invitational. Senior Kara Martinez 
won the No. 2 singles competition with a 5-0 record, 

while senior Elin Zheng took third in the No. 1 singles 
bracket with a 3-2 record. Seniors Ada Betancourt 
and Allie Dickey took second in the No. 3 doubles 
bracket with a 4-1 record, with juniors Riley Doyle 

and Kitty Williams taking second in the No. 1 doubles 
bracket with a 3-2 record. Juniors Kendyl Darby and 

Erin Murphy took second in the No. 4 doubles 
bracket with a 2-1 record, while seniors Macenzie 

Glosser and Annaleigh McKinney placed third in the 
No. 2 doubles bracket with a 3-2 record.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity 
football team scored two 
fourth-quarter touch-
downs as the purple and 
white attempted to rally 
from a second-half deficit 
against Morton on Friday 
night.

Junior tailback Grant 
Gensler reached the end 
zone on a 1-yard plunge 
and junior quarterback 
Carson Lewis fired a 17-
yard touchdown strike to 
senior receiver Tommy 
Tourdot as the Hubs sought 
to avoid their first loss of 
the season. While Rochelle 
managed to stop the Pot-
ters late in the fourth 
quarter, a deep ball on the 
ensuing Hub drive resulted 
in an interception that al-
lowed Morton to seal a 27-
26 win. Rochelle (1-1, 0-0 
I-8/KRC Blue) will host 
Johnsburg next Friday.

“I think it’s a great 
opportunity for our kids 
to learn and grow,” head 
coach Kyle Kissack said. 
“I’m confident that our 
kids will come back ready 
to go on Monday… I 
thought Carson made 
some nice plays and I think 
he’s one of many who 
still needs opportunities 
to grow and get better. 
We had some situations 
tonight that I think he and 

a lot of our kids will grow 
from. Football’s a great 
game because it requires 
11 guys on every snap for 
us to have a successful 
play. This will be a long 
weekend for our kids and 
we have to learn from 
games like this.”

The Hubs took the 
ball to start the game and 
moved down the field 
despite losing junior full-
back Erich Metzger to an 
injury during the opening 
drive. Sophomore Roman 
Villalobos stepped up to 
lead the backfield, taking 
the ball for an 11-yard 
touchdown run midway 
through the first quarter to 
give Rochelle a 6-0 lead. 
Villalobos rushed 16 times 
for a team-high 111 yards 
in the game.

Rochelle held Morton 
to a three-and-out on its 
opening drive, but the 
Potters (2-0) answered 
with a defensive stand 
of their own, notching 
a third-and-15 sack that 
forced a Hub punt early in 
the second quarter. Morton 
capitalized on the first play 
of its ensuing drive, with 
quarterback Jude Hart hit-
ting wide receiver Julian 
Alexander on a screen pass 
for a 57-yard touchdown.

The Potters held a 7-6 
lead after the extra point, 
but Morton would not 
score for the remainder of 
the first half, as the Hubs 

eventually regained the 
lead on a 28-yard touch-
down throw from Lewis 
to junior wingback Ethan 
Goodwin. A 44-yard run up 
the middle from Villalobos 
led to the touchdown pass 
from Lewis, who complet-
ed 8-of-15 passes for 141 
yards and two touchdowns 
with two interceptions. 

Rochelle forced a fumble 
on Morton’s next drive to 
retake possession.

“I thought the eye dis-
cipline of our kids during 
the first half was great,” 
Kissack said. “We had 
some pressure put on us 
in the second half and we 
started to react instead of 
responding to what was 

going on in front of us. It 
comes down to our kids 
finding ways to stay dialed 
in on each snap, no matter 
what down it is or what 
the circumstances are. 
We need to make sure our 
eyes are in the right spot 
and that we’re reading our 
keys and playing the right 
technique.”

Rochelle led the Potters 
12-7 at halftime, but Mor-
ton scored on its opening 
possession of the third 
quarter, surging ahead after 
running back Bret Michel 
capped off a five-play, 65-
yard drive with a 5-yard 
touchdown run. 

See HUBS page 3

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2023 VOTE NOW!

Voting Ends
Sept. 13th

@10am!

Vote for your favorites! Tuesday through Friday 9-4 Saturday 9-1 Sunday through Monday Closed.

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 10
19

20
22HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

Fall Furniture Event
Get set to host the holidays with storewide 
savings on furniture for every room!
Dining Sets | Living Rooms | Sleeper Sofas
Bedrooms & Mattresses

Shop now for the best 
selection! Financing, Delivery 

Available
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers  
Association , Inc. Northern Region 

Trucking Company of the year 2022

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Adam

Cobos

Year: Freshman

Sport: Football

Tyler

Etes

Year: Freshman

Sport: Football

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Since the summer of 2014 
so nine years.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: Being a part of the team 
and getting to hit people.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Math because I’m pretty decent 
at it and it’s pretty enjoyable.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Aaron Donald because he’s the 
best defensive player and he’s won 
many Defensive Player of the Year 

awards as a lineman.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: My old wrestling coach 
because he taught mw what type 

of person I want to be and he 
pushed me pretty hard.

Q: What is your dream job 
and why?

A: If I’m not playing a sport then 
it would be an aerospace engineer 
because I think it would be cool to 

work on rockets or jets.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: The Caribbean becase it’s 

really warm and it looks like a 
lot of fun.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: It’s a lot of fun and you get to 

meet some pretty cool people.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Eight years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: I enjoy the environment and 

it clears my stress.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Biology because I love to 

do the labs.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Probably Khalil Mack.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My dad because he pushes me 
to do a lot of stuff.

Q: What is your dream job 
and why?

A: Probably to play in the NFL.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Vera Cruz, Mexico because my 

grandmother lives there.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: Definitely just playing and 
being an RTHS athlete because 
the coaches are great and it’s 

very exciting.
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

The Rochelle Hub varsity football team hosted Morton for a nonconference game on Friday, falling 27-26 to move to 1-1 on the season. At left, junior Carson Lewis rolls 
out for a pass attempt. At right, sophomore Roman Villalobos carries the ball up the middle of the field.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

HUBS: Fresh-soph team wins over Morton to reach 2-0
From page 1

A fourth-down stop by 
the Potters led to an 80-
yard touchdown rush from 
running back Seandon 
Buffington, who led all 
players with 181 rushing 
yards. 

Trailing 20-12 midway 
through the third quarter, 
Rochelle manufactured 
its lengthiest drive of the 
evening, moving the ball 
76 yards on 14 plays and 
eating over nine minutes 

of game clock before scor-
ing on Gensler’s 1-yard 
touchdown run. The Hubs 
were unable to convert the 
2-point play and finished 
the game 1-for-4 on 2-point 
conversion attempts. With 
Rochelle unable to tie the 
game, Morton responded 
immediately, scoring on 
a 58-yard touchdown run 
from Buffington.

Down 27-18 and need-
ing yards quickly, Rochelle 
attacked the Potter defense 
through the air, with Lewis 

completing multiple pass-
es including a 15-yarder 
to senior receiver Cayden 
Moore and a 10-yarder to 
Tourdot on fourth down. 
After Lewis and Tourdot 
connected for the 17-yard 
touchdown in the back cor-
ner of the end zone, senior 
tight end Brock Metzger 
made a big-time reception 
for the 2-point conversion, 
diving for a catch near the 
back line of the end zone.

The Hubs had one final 
chance to take the lead 

late in the fourth quarter, 
but a deep pass for junior 
receiver Elijah Harley was 
intercepted by Michel to 
clinch the victory for the 
Potters. Gensler finished 
with 88 rushing yards on 
14 carries for the Rochelle 
offense, while Metzger 
totaled a team-leading 
seven tackles and added a 
41-yard reception early in 
the game.

Fresh/Soph
The Rochelle Hub 

fresh-soph football team 
turned in another dominant 
performance on Friday, 
cruising over Morton 48-6 
to move to 2-0 on the sea-
son. Freshman Dylan Man-
ning shined for the Hubs in 
the win, rushing for four 
touchdowns with scores on 
2-yard, 10-yard, 45-yard 
and 42-yard carries. 

Sophomore Brenden 
Voight rushed for two 
touchdowns, scoring on 
a 12-yard carry and an 
8-yard carry. Sophomore 

Mark Green and fresh-
man Tyler Gensler each 
recorded interceptions 
on defense, while sopho-
mores Martiese Pogue and 
Reece Harris each notched 
sacks. Martiese Pogue 
also blocked a punt and 
sophomore Markell Pogue 
tackled a Morton player for 
a safety in the win. 

Sophomore  Wyat t 
Worthington had a tackle-
for-loss for the Hubs, who 
will host Johnsburg on 
Sept. 8 at 5 p.m.

RTHS Boys Soccer

Rochelle settles for road draw against Sterling
Casillas, Salazar score two goals as Hubs tie Golden Warriors 4-4 on Thursday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — Junior 
Alberto Casillas and se-
nior Diego Salazar each 
scored twice during the 
Rochelle Hub varsity soccer 
team’s nonconference road 
match against Sterling on 

Thursday evening. While 
the Golden Warriors com-
manded a serious offensive 
advantage, outshooting the 
Hubs 40-16 and 33-10 in 
shots on goal, Rochelle 
managed a 4-4 draw to snap 
a two-game losing streak.

Sophomore Antonio 
Hueramo recorded 16 saves 

for the Hubs (2-4-1, 0-2 
Interstate 8), while junior 
Fernando Diaz had two as-
sists and Salazar contributed 
one assist. Sterling struck 
first with a goal during the 
fourth minute, but the Hubs 
found an equalizer during 
the 17th minute, when Diaz 
connected with Casillas for 

a goal to tie the score at 1-1.
Diaz distributed an assist 

to Salazar one minute later to 
push Rochelle ahead of the 
Golden Warriors, who even-
tually tied the score again 
with a goal during the 44th 
minute. The seesaw battle 
continued throughout the 
second half, where Casillas 

booted in his second goal off 
a pass from Salazar during 
the 60th minute and Sterling 
immediately answered with 
a goal to even the match 
at 3-3.

Salazar’s unassisted 
score in the 62nd minute 
enabled Rochelle to hold a 
brief lead, which held until 

the Golden Warriors once 
again tied the match with 
a goal in the 68th minute. 
Salazar led the offense with 
eight shots and five shots 
on goal, while Casillas had 
three shots and two shots on 
goal. Freshman Alexis Nava 
had two shots and one shot 
on goal in the match.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

HEADING
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE  

FIFTEENTH  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF  PAUL 
R. REES, Deceased.
No. 2023-PR-50

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the 
death of PAUL R. 
REES, of  Oregon, Illi-
nois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on August 
31, 2023, to SPEN-
CER S. REES, whose 
address is 2311 North 
Shore Dr., Delavan, WI 
53115, and whose at-
torneys are Fearer, Nye 
& Chadwick, 420 4th 
Avenue, PO Box 117, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in 
the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at 
Ogle County Court-
house, Oregon, IL 
61061, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
no later than March 7, 
2023, and any claim 
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attor-
neys for SPENCER 
S. REES, Executor of 
the Estate of PAUL R. 
REES, deceased
No. 0908
(Sept. 6, 13 and 20, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Initiation of 
the Section 106 Pro-
cess-Public Participa-
tion in accordance with 
the Federal Commu-
nications Commission 
regulations (47 CFR 
§ 1.1307) for Section 
106 of the National 
Historic Preservation 
Act (NHPA) and for the 
National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and 
the Program Comment 
for Positive Train Con-
trol and Infrastructure. 
Union Pacific Railroad 
proposes to construct 
a 60’ monopole (65’ in 
overall height) com-
munications pole with 
associated equipment 
at the following approx-
imate locations in Ogle 
County, Illinois within 
the existing railroad 
right-of-way:
• Coordinates: 
41.899604, -89.126705; 
Mile Post #78.39, Ro-
chelle.
We respectfully request 
that parties interested 
in providing comment 
on the proposed under-
taking relative to poten-
tial effects on cultural 
or historic properties 
should contact GSS, 
Inc., 3311 109th Street, 
Urbandale, IA 50322; 
Ph. (515) 331-2103, 
within 30 days of the 
date of this publication 
(GSS W23065-IL-6).
No. 0910
(Sept. 6, 2023)

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication 
does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent 
or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication 
does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent 
or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication 
does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or 
deceptive advertising. 
Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return 
call ASAP. Fully 
insured, in business 
since 1999. Servicing 
Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for 
antiques; furniture, 
glassware, pottery & 
crocks, tin & iron toys, 
sterling silver, decoys. 

If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

2022 TROY-BILT 
Bronco Tiller 14 Inches. 
$500 or Best Offer. 
Call 815-562-6974 
(10/11/23ALL)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 7WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 6, 2023

SPORTS
RTHS Volleyball

Girls finish fourth in Lady Hub Invitational
Rochelle notches victories over AFC and Freeport

RTHS Golf

Congratulations to former Rochelle Township High 
School golf standout Andy Wilkinson, who recorded 
the sixth hole-in-one of his career and his second ace 

over the last four days on Tuesday, Aug. 29. 
Wilkinson’s ace came on the fourth hole of the 

Codrington Course at The Players Golf Club in Bristol, 
England. It was during the first round of the four-

round DP World Tour Qualifying School. Wilkinson 
recorded back-to-back 18-hole rounds of 79 and 68 

on the par-70 course. Extremely tough weather 
conditions have resulted in very high scores, with 

only six players out of 100 shooting under-par totals 
after the first two rounds of play. Wilkinson will play 
in one more tournament overseas before returning 

to his home in Florida.

RTHS alum Wilkinson records 
sixth career hole-in-one

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
volleyball team hosted the 
annual Lady Hub Invita-
tional at RTHS on Satur-
day, finishing fourth place 
with a 2-3 record over five 
matches. Rochelle (9-5, 0-0 
Interstate 8) will host a non-
conference match against 
North Boone on Tuesday

The Lady Hubs start-
ed the tournament on a 
high note, going 2-1 over 
three matches during the 
round-robin portion of the 
schedule. Rochelle defeated 
Ashton-Franklin Center 
25-13, 25-19 before beating 
Freeport 25-11, 25-13. The 
Lady Hubs faced McHenry 
for the No. 1 seed in Pool B 
but fell short in a 11-25, 12-
25 loss to enter the double-
elimination bracket format 

as the No. 2 seed. 
Rochelle bowed out 

of the tournament with a 
12-25, 19-25 loss against 
Ottawa and a three-set 
loss against Earlville in the 
third-place match, falling 
25-13, 23-25, 22-25 to 
end in fourth place. Junior 
Dempsey Atkinson led the 
Rochelle defense with 38 
digs in the tournament, 
while junior Emma Kennay 
added 25 digs. Sophomores 

Jaydin Dickey and Meredith 
Bruns combined for 61 as-
sists, with Dickey totaling 
32 while Bruns followed 
with 29.

Junior Taelynn Rode-
ghero spearheaded the 
offensive charge with 47 
kills, while senior Kennedy 
Adamski totaled 22 kills and 
junior Lauren Dyer had 20 
kills. Atkinson had 10 aces, 
with senior Alivia Henkel 
recording seven aces. 

Sophomore Meredith Bruns sets the ball up in the air during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity volleyball team’s 
home tournament on Saturday. Bruns finished with 29 assists over five matches in the tournament.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

Rochelle Junior Tackle

Junior Hubs travel for road contests at Sterling
Eighth-graders remain unbeaten and seventh-graders secure lopsided victory

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — The Ro-
chelle Junior Tackle teams 
faced Sterling on the road 
Saturday, finishing 2-1-1 
over four games. Rochelle 
will take on Dixon next 
weekend at Helms Park.

The eighth-graders won 
38-6 to remain undefeated 
at 4-0 on the season, while 
the seventh-graders won 
38-6 to improve to 3-0-1. 
The sixth-graders dropped 

to 2-2 with a 14-0 loss and 
the fifth-graders moved to 
2-1-1 with a 14-14 tie.

8th Grade
Caiden Redlarczyk 

scored five touchdowns 
for the Rochelle offense in 
the win, rushing for scores 
on 27-yard, 20-yard, 52-
yard and 3-yard carries 
while catching a 8-yard 
touchdown pass from Co-
hen Haedt. Redlarczyk 
rushed for 111 yards on 
seven carries, while Luke 

Chadwick added 42 yards 
on six carries and Zach 
Johnson totaled 39 yards 
on two carries.

Andrew Eyster recorded 
a team-high seven tackles 
on defense, with Chadwick 
adding four tackles and 
Holden Liebhaber notching 
three tackles. 

7th Grade
Riley Smith rushed for 

a 6-yard touchdown and 
Mikey Chadwick rushed 
for a 8-yard touchdown 

to ignite the Rochelle of-
fense. Smith followed with 
a 19-yard touchdown pass 
to Vinny Tornabene and 
Braxton Bruns added a 
15-yard touchdown rush.

Nolan Zick and Kayl 
True each intercepted 
passes for the Junior Hub 
defense in the win. Kyler 
Rowe capped off the vic-
tory with a 35-yard touch-
down rush. Tornabene 
totaled two receptions for 
40 yards and Chadwick 
rushed for 42 yards in the 

win.

6th Grade
Quentin Ansteth rushed 

for 24 yards on six carries, 
while Vaughn Manning 
added 19 rushing yards 
and Eli Underwood had 14 
rushing yards. Underwood 
led the defense with six 
tackles and Roger Navarro 
followed with four tackles 
including three for loss.

5th Grade
Landon Johnson rushed 

for a 10-yard touchdown 
and Dominic Escatel fol-
lowed with a 1-yard touch-
down rush to lead the 
Rochelle offense. Johnson 
rushed for 86 yards on 14 
carries, while Noah Hayden 
added 62 rushing yards on 
seven carries and Escatel 
compiled 59 rushing yards 
on 18 carries.

Gavin Smith totaled a 
team-high three tackles, 
while Brayson Bouland and 
Braxton Rosenthal each 
had two tackles. 
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Bar/Restaurant
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton

815-453-2103

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Insurance
Bradford Victor-Adams 

Mutual Insurance 
Company

120 W. South St., Franklin 
Grove

815-456-2334

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

Mills and Petrie 
Memorial Library

704 First Street
815-453-2213

ASHTON NEWS
ASHTON  — The 

Ashton-Franklin Center 
varsity volleyball team 
opened the 2023 season 
with a 2-1 win over Indian 
Creek on Tuesday, Aug. 
22. The Lady Raiders took 
the match with set scores 
of 25-19, 24-26, 25-20. 
Mallory Coffman totaled 
seven kills and three aces, 
while Brianna Gonner-
man recorded 10 assists 
and Audree Dorn added 
five aces. Taylor Jahn 

compiled four kills and 
Kaelynn Larson finished 
with three aces and one 
block in the win.

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity volleyball 
team improved to 2-0 with 
a 2-1 win against South 
Beloit on Monday, Aug. 
28. The Lady Raiders took 
the match with set scores 
of 25-16, 17-25, 25-17. 
Taylor Jahn recorded five 
kills, seven aces and nine 
digs in the win, while 

Brianna Gonnerman had 
nine aces, two kills and 
two digs. Reilly Schafer 
compiled four kills and 
Audree Dorn totaled eight 
digs, four kills and one 
block. Elena Refatllari had 
five digs.

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity volleyball 
team moved to 3-0 on the 
season with a 2-0 sweep 
over Leland on Wednes-
day, Aug. 30. Mallory 
Coffman led the Lady 

Raiders with nine kills and 
four digs, while Audree 
Dorn totaled five kills, 
four digs and seven as-
sists. Brianna Gonnerman 
finished with 10 assists 
and five digs, while Taylor 
Jahn had four kills and 
10 digs on the defensive 
end. Kaelynn Larson led 
the AFC defense with 15 
digs in the victory.

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity volley-
ball team went 0-3 at 

the Rochelle Lady Hub 
Invitational on Saturday, 
Sept. 2. AFC conceded a 
13-25, 19-25 loss against 
Rochelle along with a 
15-25, 13-25 loss against 
McHenry and a 21-25, 
25-13, 14-16 loss against 
Freeport.

Football
The Ashton-Franklin 

Center varsity football 
team kicked off the season 
with a 46-12 loss against 

Orangeville on Saturday, 
Aug. 26. The Raiders 
scored touchdowns in 
both the first and fourth 
quarters but the team con-
ceded 30 second-quarter 
points and 16 third-quarter 
points

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity football 
team edged Alden-Hebron 
for a 34-33 victory on 
Saturday, Sept. 2. The 
Raiders improved to 1-1 
on the season with the win.

AFC volleyball and football teams kick off 2023 season

DIXON — 4-H, Amer-
ica’s largest youth de-
velopment organization, 
empowers young people 
with the skills to lead for 
a lifetime. Leaders in Lee 
County’s 4-H Visual Arts 
project area were selected 
to display their efforts on 

Lee County 4-H Kids with Heart 
Exhibition scheduled for October

Oct. 20-27 during the Lee 
County 4-H Kids with 
Heart exhibition at the Next 
Picture Show in Dixon. 

Projects include chalk/
carbon/pigment, clay, fiber, 
food decorating, heritage 
arts, leather, nature, scrap-
booking and wood.  Come 

out during this week in 
October to see all the 
beautiful projects the 4-H 
youth in Lee County have 
on exhibit. To learn more 
about Lee County 4-H, visit 
extension.illinois.edu/clw 
or contact Katie Baker at 
815-857-3525.

DIXON — Engage in 
interactive activities de-
signed to enhance cognitive 
function and memory in 
Wits Fitness Brain Exer-
cises offered by University 
of Illinois Extension. The 
monthly classes are being 
held in four communities 
this fall. 

Thursdays at the York 
Township Public Library, 
1005 W. Main St., Thom-
son, from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon. Class dates for 2023 
are Sept. 7, Nov. 2 and 
Dec. 7. Registration is not 
required but is appreciated 
by calling 815-259-2480.

Mondays at KSB Town 
Square Centre - The Ed-
ward Murphy Room, 101 
W. Second St., Dixon, from 

1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Class 
dates for 2023 are Sept. 11, 
Oct. 9, Nov. 13, and Dec. 11. 
No registration is needed.

Mondays at the Whi-
teside County Extension 
Office, 12923 Lawrence 
Road, Sterling, from 10 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Class 
dates for 2023 are Oct. 
16, Nov. 13, and Dec. 11. 
Registration is not required 
but is appreciated online at 
go.illinois.edu/witsfitness

Thursdays at the Mount 
Carroll Public Library, 208 
N. Main St., Mount Carroll, 
from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Class dates for 2023 are 
Nov. 2 and Dec. 7. Regis-
tration is not required but 
is appreciated by calling 
815-244-1751.

Current research in-
dicates that challenging 
the brain is one of several 
things you can do to im-
prove your brain health as 
you age. Join Extension 
Educator Kara Schweitzer 
for brain challenges to train 
your brain and keep your 
wits fit!

Each monthly class is 
free and open to the public! 
Participants are welcome to 
join the class at any time. 
For more information, con-
tact the Illinois Extension 
office at 815-632-3611. To 
stay current with all Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension 
program offerings, “like” 
Extension on Facebook at 
U of I Extension Carroll-
Lee-Whiteside Unit.

Brain health classes offered at Thomson, 
Mt. Carroll, Sterling and Dixon this fall

F R A N K L I N 
GROVE— The Nature 
Conservancy’s Nachusa 
Grasslands Preserve pres-
ents its annual AUTUMN 
ON THE PRAIRIE festi-
val on Sept. 16 from 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m. The event 
features a wild bison herd, 
which roams across 1,500 
acres. The nature preserve 
is also home to turtles 
and many other uncom-
mon animals and plants 
found in Illinois tall grass 
prairies. 

There is fun at the 

festival for the whole 
family! The day’s activi-
ties include wagon rides 
through the prairie to look 
for bison, prairie plant 
exploration hikes, and 12 
steward-guided tours that 
feature scenic photo loca-
tions, autumn wildflow-
ers, preserve hideaways, 
grassland birds, small 
mammals, sandstone rock 
formations, dragonflies 
and more. Additional at-
tractions include a Discov-
ery Tent and a live birds of 
prey display. 

This event is open to the 
public and held whether 
rain or shine. The only fee 
is $5 for parking. Headons 
Fine Meat food truck will 
be on site with food and 
beverages for purchase. 

The preserve is located 
three miles northwest of 
Franklin Grove, at 2075 
Lowden Road. Direc-
tional signs will be posted. 
Franklin Grove is two 
hours west of Chicago. 

To learn more visit 
www.nachusagrasslands.
org/autumn-on-the-prairie

LEE COUNTY — The 
local University of Illinois 
Extension Offices recently 
released upcoming event 
schedules: 

Wits Fitness, Monthly 
Workshop, Sept. 11 | 
1-2:30 p.m., KSB Town 
Square Center, Dixon

Join University of Il-
linois Extension Educa-
tor Kara Schweitzer each 
month as she leads partici-
pants through interactive ac-
tivities designed to exercise 
the brain to maintain and 
enhance cognitive function 
and memory. We will be 
offering this program at the 
Edward Murphy Room at 
KSB Town Square, 101 W. 
Second St.; new participants 
are welcome to join at any 
time. 

Master Gardener 
Training, Tuesdays Sept. 
12-Nov. 28 | 9 a.m.-noon, 
online or county office 

options
Take your love for gar-

dening to the next level by 
joining the Master Garden-
ers of Carroll, Lee, and Whi-
teside counties. Training be-
gins Sept. 12! Find complete 
details and how to register 
by Sept. 1 at go.illinois.edu/
CLWmgtraining. For ques-
tions, contact Bruce Black 
at 815-632-3611.

Lee 4-H Kids in the 
Kitchen, Sept. 12 | 4-6 p.m. 
- Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Dixon

Youth ages 8 and up will 
be able to learn from the Lee 
County Master Gardeners 
how to cook produce grown 
in the garden. This club 
will meet from the second 
Tuesday of September 
to April at the Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Dixon 
from 4-6 p.m. Class size 
will be limited for this 
special interest club, so reg-

ister soon at go.illinois.edu/
Lee4HKitchen. For more 
information, contact Katie 
at 815-857-3525.

Lee County 4-H Fall 
Fest, Oct. 28 | 2-5 p.m. - 
Lee County Fairgrounds, 
Amboy

Come out and enjoy the 
2023 Fall Fest hosted at the 
Lee County Fairgrounds 
in Amboy and presented 
by Lee County 4-H and 
Federation on Oct. 28 from 
2-5 p.m. Come enjoy a 
costume contest, pumpkin 
hunt, and carnival games. 
There will be popcorn, hot 
chocolate, and treats for 
everyone. Seventh grade 
and up are invited to join the 
federation for a bonfire and 
s’mores from 6-8 p.m. The 
event is free and open to the 
public of all ages. For more 
information, contact the Lee 
County Extension Office at 
815-857-3525.

Autumn on the Prairie is Sept. 16

U of I Extension events set

OREGON — Ogle 
County 4-H Fair 2023 
swine department winners 
were recently named at the 
Ogle County Fair from Aug. 
2-6. The winners were as 
follows: 

Champion Junior Show-
manship: Grady Poliska, 
Davis Junction. Champion 
Intermediate Showman-
ship: Ayden Alderks, Mon-
roe Center. Champion Se-
nior Showmanship: Gwen 
Hall, Monroe Center. Grand 
Champion Breeding Gilt: 
Tyler Hall, Monroe Center. 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Breeding Gilt: Grady Po-
liska, Davis Junction. 3rd 

Place Breeding Gilt: Cooper 
Alderks, Chana. 4th Place 
Breeding Gilt: Gwen Hall, 
Monroe Center. 5th Place 
Breeding Gilt: Cooper 
Alderks, Chana. Grand 
Champion Market Swine: 
Blake Frisbie, Esmond. 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Market Swine: Gwen Hall, 
Monroe Center. 3rd Place 
Market Swine: Grady Po-
liska, Davis Junction. 4th 
Place Market Swine: Blake 
Frisbie, Esmond. 5th Place 
Market Swine: Robbie 
Thurow, Davis Junction. 
Grand Champion Pair of 
Barrows: Blake Frisbie, 
Esmond. Reserve Grand 

Champion Pair of Barrows: 
Levi Eden, Oregon. Grand 
Champion Pair of Gilts: 
Cooper Alderks, Chana. 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Pair of Gilts: Levi Eden, 
Oregon. Grand Champion 
Ogle County Born & Raised 
Gilt: Grady Poliska, Davis 
Junction. Reserve Grand 
Champion Ogle County 
Born & Raised Gilt: Coo-
per Alderks, Chana. Grand 
Champion Ogle County 
Born & Raised Barrow: 
Blake Frisbie, Esmond. 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Ogle County Born & Raised 
Barrow: Robbie Thurow, 
Davis Junction

Ogle County 4-H Fair 2023 swine 
department winners named

Ogle County 4-H Fair 2023 swine department winners were recently named at 
the Ogle County Fair from Aug. 2-6. Above is Ogle County 4-H member, Robbie 
Thurow.
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