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ROCHELLE — Two 
kindergarten students 
at Lincoln Elementary 
School were found safe 
and released to the care 
of their parents shortly 
after being missing Fri-
day afternoon upon not 
returning to their assigned 
classrooms after lunch 
recess, a Rochelle Ele-
mentary School District 
231 release to parents said 
Friday. 

“Immediately, the Lin-
coln School administra-
tion and staff initiated 
our protocol for missing 
children,” the release said. 
“As part of this process, 
the Rochelle Police De-
partment, Rochelle Fire 
Department, and first 
responders were called 
to the school to assist in 
locating the two missing 
children. An additional 
step taken was to place 
Lincoln School on a hold 
which called for students 
to continue to learn within 
their classrooms. After 
an internal and external 
search of the building, 
both students were located 
together and reunited with 
their family.”

Responding organiza-
tions also included the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office, Ogle-Lee Fire 
Protection District and 
the City of Rochelle Street 
Department, an RPD press 
release said. 

Students found after being reported missing

Two kindergarten students at Lincoln Elementary School were found safe and 
released to the care of their parents shortly after being missing Friday afternoon 
upon not returning to their assigned classrooms after lunch recess, a Rochelle 
Elementary School District 231 release to parents said Friday. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

In the D231 press re-
lease, District Superin-
tendent Jason Harper said 
the district takes every 
student’s safety seriously 
and as a result of the Friday 
incident the district will re-
view and improve upon its 
internal procedures when 
students are transitioning 
between classes, lunch 
and recess.

In a separate and un-
related release sent to 
parents Friday morning, 
Harper notified parents 
after the district was made 
aware of a suspicious 
vehicle that was seen 
around other Ogle County 
districts including Kings 

and Creston on Thursday.
“In working with law 

enforcement officials, a 
more complete descrip-
tion of the vehicle became 
available,” Harper said. 
“Please be on the look-out 
for a Black Audi sedan 
with silver wheels and 
a partial license plate of 
FLB. The person in the 
car was allegedly taking 
pictures with a telescopic 
lens.  Please be particu-
larly vigilant this morn-
ing and remind children 
to stay alert, travel in 
groups, to not approach 
strangers, and to report 
any suspicious incidents. 
Additionally, the more 

students stay off of their 
phones and stay alert, the 
more likely they are to see 
potential danger.”

The Rochelle Police 
Department and Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office 
upped patrols around area 
schools on Friday. 

“As you saw in my 
communication earlier to-
day, we live in a dangerous 
time and we recognize the 
need to continue to stay fo-
cused on student and staff 
safety,” Harper’s Friday 
afternoon release said. “As 
you feel comfortable with 
your child(ren), please 
continue to promote how 
best to stay safe.”

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its monthly meeting 
Monday evening, the 
Rochelle Township High 
School Board of Educa-
tion held a public hearing 
for and unanimously 
approved its 2023-2024 
budget. 

Board President Tom 
Huddleston said this 
year’s budget is “typical 
of budgets in the past” as 
far as expenditures are 
concerned and is “fairly 
conservative” as it has 
been in years past. He 
said upcoming projects 
in the future include work 
on the district’s mainte-
nance building to allow 
for consolidation with 
the elementary district’s 
maintenance operations, 
along with parking lot 
work and water detention 
work. 

See RTHS page 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Mon-
day, the Flagg-Rochelle 
Community Park District 
Board of Commissioners 
heard Executive Director 
Jackee Ohlinger’s month-
ly updates on a number 
of different issues in the 
district. 

Ohlinger said work 
on a reimagined Helms 
Park is still ongoing and 
the park district recent-
ly submitted an Open 
Space Lands Acquisition 
Development (OSLAD) 
grant application for the 
project for matching funds 
of $600,000. The grant 
application process will 
take 6-8 months. 

“That would marry 
well with our design 
process,” Ohlinger said. 
“We’re hopeful that we’ll 
see some matching dollars 
from that grant applica-
tion.”

Over the last year, the 
park district has discussed 
the different possibilities 
for Helms Park changes 
and circulated a survey 
locally on what the com-

RTHS board 
approves fiscal 
year budget

Grant application submitted for Helms Park changes
Successful years seen at Skare Park Driving Range, Spring Lake

At its monthly meeting Monday, the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Board of Commissioners heard 
Executive Director Jackee Ohlinger’s monthly updates on a number of different issues in the district. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

munity would like to see 
at the site. Results in-
cluded interest in a public 
restroom, shelter space, 
walking paths, additional 
parking areas, play spaces, 
sports fields, pickleball, a 
skate park, fitness, tennis, 
basketball, batting cages, 

natural green space and a 
family recreational space 
for games. 

“I’ve been speaking 
with some businesses 
that work on designs and 
we’ve given them the 
survey results and the 
feedback from our capital 

committee and hopefully 
we’ll have some more 
information soon,” Oh-
linger said. 

The board heard feed-
back from a resident at the 
meeting about the future 
of the tennis courts at 
Helms Park and their im-

portance to those that play 
tennis in the community 
due to their proximity to 
homes and the often-un-
available tennis courts at 
Rochelle Township High 
School. 

See PARK page 2
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FREE ESTIMATES
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24 Hour Emergency Service
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DIXON — On Sept. 8, 
State Rep. Bradley Fritts 

(R-Dixon) hosted a local 
officials roundtable event at 

Rep. Fritts hosts local officials roundtable
his district office in Dixon. 

“As elected officials 
in rural Illinois, it’s long 
past due for us to work 
together,” Rep. Fritts said. 
“Our communities are all 
unique, but we often face 
the same challenges. De-
teriorating infrastructure, 
limited access to grocery 
stores, neglected property, 
and economic development 
are consistent problems for 
the entire region. I hosted 
this event so that local 
officials could share ideas 
with one another about what 
solutions have worked for 
them, as well as a way for 
them to inform me on what 
issues I need to address in 
Springfield.”

Local officials, such 
as mayors or city council 
members, were present 
from the following munic-
ipalities: Amboy, Dixon, 
Hillcrest, Lee, Morrison, 
Paw Paw, Rock Falls, 
Shabbona, Sterling and 
Waterman.

For more information 
about Representative Fritts, 
visit RepFritts.com.

From page 1

Board President Tim 
Hayden said the process of 
determining the future of 
Helms Park has just started 
and the facility will contin-
ue to transition to a park 
from a school facility, as it 
was originally utilized for. 

“There’s going to be 
recreation there and we’re 
going to please as many 
groups as we can,” Hayden 
said. “I would be surprised 
if tennis isn’t some part of 
it. But like any other sport, 
we have a lot of groups to 
please and we’re going 
to try to involve as many 
priorities as possible and 
have that offering.”

The park district started 
installation of its new in-
clusive playground equip-
ment at Memorial Park 
on Friday. Ohlinger said 
major installation will be 
completed this week and 
site restoration and in-
spections will follow in the 
next week. She hopes for 
a grand opening early in 
October. The project was 
partly funded by a grant 
and a donation from the 
Fat Cat Slots golf outing 
in honor of the late Beau 
Sullivan. 

“It worked out perfectly 
for us to be able to bring 
this to Rochelle and it will 
be our first fully-adaptive 
piece of equipment,” Oh-
linger said. “It’s going 
to be an incredible piece 
and we’re really thankful 
for Grant Manning and 
his work with the Fat Cat 
Slots golf outing for their 
donation in memory of 
Beau.”

Ohlinger said the driv-
ing range at Skare Park met 
revenue expectations for 
the season and expenses 
were down. Spring Lake 
Pool public swim and 
season passes were higher 
than last year’s numbers, 
she said.

“Our expenses from 
Spring Lake are still roll-
ing in,” Ohlinger said. 
“We’re still going through 
the winterizing process 
down there, but I’m real-
ly pleased with it so far. 
Spring Lake is expensive 
to maintain, staff and 
operate and the success 
is mostly dependent on 
weather. We had a good 
year this year. We never 
intend to break even or turn 
a profit. We’ll always be in 
a deficit there, but Spring 
Lake Pool and the splash 

PARK: Board discusses plans for future of Helms Park

Board President Tim Hayden (middle) said the process of determining the future of Helms Park has just started 
and the facility will continue to transition to a park from a school facility, as it was originally utilized for. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

pad are valuable services 
to the community.”

The Little League proj-
ect at Tilton Park project 
has begun, Ohlinger said, 
which has included level-
ing of an area of one field 
and reseeding. Infield 

leveling has been done as 
well. Park district mainte-
nance employees are also 
working on winterizing 
Spring Lake. The splash 
pad was just recently 
closed.

The district is looking 

at around a $10,000 ex-
penditure to send QR code 
magnets to residents in the 
area that will give them 
access to updated activities 
that are available at the 
park district.

Drop-in user numbers 

have increased at The REC 
Center this year, Ohlinger 
said.

“Our mid-September 
numbers meet the same 
number as we hit as a total 
in August,” Ohlinger said. 
“We see that growing.”

OREGON — Eagle’s 
Nest Art Group will host 
a one-day art show in its 
studio at Conover Square 
Mall, on Saturday, Oct. 
7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
during Autumn on Parade.

The group of over 85 lo-
cal artists will have a variety 
of original art work on dis-

play, including oil, water-
color and acrylic paintings; 
photography; drawings; 
calligraphy; glass work; 
ceramics, as well as other 
three-dimensional art. Also, 
a wide selection of art-
ist-created prints and cards 
are available for sale. Come 
and browse and meet some 

of our local artists.
The studio is on the 

second floor of Conover 
Square Mall, 201 N. Third 
St. in Oregon. For more 
information, call (815) 
732-7783.  Or drop in on 
Saturday, Oct. 7 and pick 
up a program schedule of 
events and shows.

Eagle’s Nest Art Group Show is Oct. 7

401 N. Main St.
Rochelle, IL • 815.562.5596

dimondbros.com

401 N. Main St.
Rochelle, IL • 815.562.5596

dimondbros.com

401 N. Main St.  |  Rochelle, IL 
815.562.5596  |  DimondBros.com

Dimond Bros
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Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Friday, a ribbon cutting 
ceremony was held for 
Barrio Agave, a new Mex-
ican restaurant at 1310 
N. 7th St. The restaurant 
officially opened Friday 
and is open 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 10 a.m. 
to midnight Fridays and 
Saturdays. 

Barrio Agave Owner 
Jennifer Gonzalez said 
Friday that she and her 
family are from Rochelle 
and they have been work-
ing for the past year to 
open the restaurant’s 
doors. 

“I’d like to thank our 
friends and family who 
have been helping us 
along the way,” Gonzalez 
said. “We’ve been work-
ing extremely hard for 
the past year. There have 
been a lot of challenges, 
but we worked through it 
and collaborated together. 
I’m happy we’re here.”

Gonzalez thanked the 
City of Rochelle as well 
for its support over the 
past year. 

“I think it’s just a re-
flection of what a great 
community Rochelle is: 
Supportive, encouraging, 
motivating and loving,” 
Gonzalez said. “I could 
say so much more. We 
grew up here in Rochelle 
and after high school we 
moved to Arizona and got 
to explore different types 
of food which is some-
thing we’re incorporating 
here today in our menu. 
Growing up we moved 
around a lot. We lived 
in California and I Iived 
in Chicago for a time for 
school. We put all of our 
experiences together and 
we’re happy to share it 
with you all. I hope you 
enjoy it. I hope you all 
love it.”

Ribbon cutting held for Barrio Agave on Friday
‘We put all of our experiences together and we’re happy to share it with you all’

The ribbon cutting was 
hosted by the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the City of Rochelle. 
Speakers included Cham-
ber Executive Director 
Tricia Herrera, Mayor 
John Bearrows and State 
Rep. Bradley Fritts. Her-
rera welcomed the fam-
ily to the chamber and 
business community and 
thanked them for choos-
ing Rochelle to open their 
restaurant. 

“We love celebrating 
with new members,” 
Herrera said. “We love 

new businesses. We love 
to celebrate their en-
thusiasm and ideas and 
seeing the culmination 
of a dream. We have 
been very fortunate to 
be involved with this for 
some time. They got the 
location and came and sat 
down with us and wanted 
to get started. We’re very 
proud to be involved since 
the beginning of this idea 
with you guys. You guys 
have been wonderful. The 
community is really ready 
for this. They’re very 
excited about this. When 

you open a business, you 
can put it anywhere. And 
we are always grateful 
that you choose our loca-
tion. Congratulations and 
thank you for choosing 
Rochelle.”

Bearrows welcomed 
Barrio Agave on behalf 
of the city and said small 
businesses are “the back-
bone of the community.”

“We take great pride in 
the fact that we got through 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and didn’t lose any small 
businesses,” Bearrows 
said. “We worked with 

them as a partnership to 
keep them open. We’re 
thankful you’re here of-
fering yet another variety 
of ethnic foods for our 
community, which has 
a wide variety of ethnic 
folks that love to come 
out and enjoy and learn 
cultures. We’re just very 
thankful to have you here. 
Welcome to Rochelle.”

Gonzalez said that 
getting the business ready 
to open over the past year 
was a family affair. 

“I’m super excited 
and proud of my family,” 

Gonzalez said. “My dad 
did all of the remodeling 
for us and did an awesome 
job. My sister has worked 
with me since day one 
on this. Our employees 
are already great and we 
appreciate them so much. 
Thank you all so much for 
being here. This is a huge 
accomplishment for us. 
It’s something we always 
wanted. As kids growing 
up we used to tell my mom 
that we needed our own 
restaurant and that one 
day we were going to do 
it. And here we are.”

On Friday, a ribbon cutting ceremony was held for Barrio Agave, a new Mexican restaurant at 1310 N. 7th St. The restaurant officially 
opened Friday and is open 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 10 a.m. to midnight Fridays and Saturdays. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

100th  
Birthday 
Carol Shempert, 
mother, grandmother, 
and great-
grandmother, will 
celebrate her 100th 
Birthday on October 
1st. She lived in or 
around Rochelle for 

over 80 years before recently moving to Texas 
to live with her son and family. Since she 
would like to hear from her many friends she 
has made over the years, it would mean a lot 
to her if you sent a birthday card or note to:
 Carol Shempert
 4404 Secluded Hollow
 Austin, TX, 78727

09202023

DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

Sept. 23 & 24 ........IL Concealed Carry/Home Defense, 8am - 4pm both days
Oct. 12 ..... Defensive Handgun Techniques, 9am - 3pm (Weather Permitting)
Oct. 15 ................... IL Conceal Carry Permit Renewal, 9am - 12am (3 hours) 
Nov. 11 & 12 .........IL Concealed Carry/Home Defense, 8am - 4pm both days

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes

09
20

20
23
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Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  
or Andrew Heiserman at 815-561-2123

Section 29 of the Willow Creek Township,
Paw Paw, Lee County, Illinois

Asking $12,500 per acre.

   • 92 Tillable Acres
   • 27 Acres Recreational Woodlands
   • Productivity Index (PI) 129
   • Potential Cash Rent - $315-$390
   • Potential Rec. Rent - $35-$55
   • 2022 Taxes - $4097
   • Zoned Ag-1

CALL

954-554-5612
Steven Massey P.A.

R O C H E L L E  — 
James R. ”Jim” Phipps 
passed away unexpectedly 
Sept. 9, 2023 at his home in 
Rochelle. Jim was born on 
Sept. 26,1956 to Richard 
S. and Beatrice “Peg-
gy” Phipps in Rochelle, 
Illinois. Jim attended 
Rochelle schools and 
graduated from Rochelle 
Township High School 
in 1974. From there, he 
attended Kishwaukee Col-
lege earning an Associate 
Degree in Biology. 

Jim liked tinkering with 
his cars and always kept 
them in great running con-
dition. He used his skills 
to work in maintenance 
for a rental company in 
DeKalb supplying dorm 
rooms with washers, dry-

ers, fridges etc. His present 
occupation was head of 
maintenance at the Hol-
iday Inn in Rochelle. In 
his younger days, Jim en-
joyed shooting pool with 
friends. He was a Green 
Bay Packer fan and took 
a lot of ribbing for it.

Jim is survived by 
sisters: Marcia Forlenza 
of Waukegan, Pamela 
(Gayle) Phipps of Loves 
Park, Paula Phipps of 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
and Ellen Brown of Lex-
ington, Kentucky; brother, 
Jerry (Janet) Phipps of 
Gainesville Florida; niec-
es: Jennifer Forlenza of 
Waukegan, Aimee (PJ) Jo-
anos of Tallahassee, Flor-
ida; nephew, Alex (Grace) 
Phipps of San Diego; 

several great nieces and 
nephews, great great niec-
es and numerous cousins. 
Jim was predeceased by 
his parents, and brothers-
in-law: Dan Forlenza and 
Chris Brown.

There will be no ser-
vice, but a visitation from 
1 to 3 P.M., Saturday, Sept. 
23, 2023 at Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home 400 N. 6th 
St Rochelle, IL. We are 
asking that people please 
dress comfortably as Jim 
would. Wear your blue 
jeans as a tribute to Jim. 
Cremation care has been 
provided by the Ung-
er-Horner Funeral Home. 
Internment to be held at 
a later date. Visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign 
the online guest book.

James R. ’Jim’ Phipps
Obituaries

SHABBONA — Cheryl 
Lynn (Smith) Simpson, 58, 
of Shabbona, passed away 
Thursday, Sept. 14, 2023, at 
home, having courageously 
battled pancreatic cancer 
since her diagnosis in July.

Born April 25, 1965, in 
Freeport, she was the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. George 
William “Bill” Smith and 
Leona Mae (Winterton) 
Smith.  A lifelong resident of 
Shabbona, first on the family 
farm north of town and later 
at Indian Oaks subdivision, 
she considered herself quite 
fortunate to have grown 
up surrounded by a lov-
ing family and extended 
neighborhood-community.  
Her most frequent high 
school memories involved 
her participation in band 
as a clarinet player and as 
a member of the pom pom 
squad.  She also held a 
lifelong high regard for her 
favorite teacher, Mr. Russ 
Heck, whose colorful and 
vivid descriptions of history 
and current events she never 
forgot. 

After graduating from 
Shabbona High School 
in 1983, she went on to 
earn an Associate’s Degree 
from Kishwaukee College, 
Bachelor’s Degree in K-8 
Education from Northern 
Illinois University and a 
Master’s Degree in K-12 
Counseling, also from NIU.  
In 1989 she met another new 
teacher, Steven Simpson, 
who had recently moved 
to Shabbona.  Their re-
lationship immediately 
blossomed, and they were 
married at First Lutheran 
Church in Lee, on Nov. 23, 
1990, beginning their more 
than 32 ½  years of wedded 
devotion.  They began their 
blessings of parenthood six 
years later with the birth of 
their first son, Winston, in 
1996, followed by a second 
son, Olin, in 1999, and a 
daughter, Bethany, in 2003. 
She loved and cherished 
each of them dearly.

Throughout her profes-
sional career she served 
students and their families 
in Shabbona, (later Indian 
Creek), Waterman, Malta, 

Kirkland-Hiawatha, and 
Earlville.  Additionally, 
having obtained her CDL 
and bus driver certification, 
she enjoyed transporting 
many area students on 
field trips and extra-curric-
ular activities throughout 
northern Illinois and even 
southern Wisconsin.  In 
2007, as her father’s health 
failed, she added managing 
the family farm to her list 
of many responsibilities. 
Other talents included her 
love of baking, crocheting, 
and a never-ending appetite 
for do-it-yourself home 
improvement projects.  She 
was an animal lover, espe-
cially dogs, and had made 
certain that the family pets 
over the last 20 years had all 
been adopted from shelters.  

For Cheryl, her role as 
wife and mother were at 
the top of her priority list.  
She made each birthday and 
holiday a special occasion- 
carefully planning, decorat-
ing and cooking with devot-
ed love and care.  Although 
she suffered from motion 
sickness, her love of driving 
was the perfect antidote, 
and she gladly served as the 
official family chauffeur for 
many memorable road trips.  
Nicknaming their 1998 Ford 
conversion van “Big Red,” 
which they owned for 18 
years, she logged nearly 
200,000 miles behind that 
wheel, taking the family 
everywhere from Niagara 
Falls and Gettysburg, to Dis-
ney World and the Kennedy 
Space Center, to many trips 
throughout the American 
West, including, among 
others, Little Bighorn Bat-
tlefield, Yellowstone  and 
Glacier National Parks and, 
eventually, all the way to 
California’s Giant Redwood 
Forest.  Her favorite “road 
trip picnic food” to pack 
was what her mother had 
made for her during her 
fondly-remembered child-
hood vacations: baloney and 
American cheese sandwich-
es on white bread with yel-
low mustard, accompanied 
by Bugles chips (which she 
discovered in adulthood no 
longer fit over the ends of 
her fingers like they did as 
a child).

Cheryl was perhaps best 
characterized by her willing-
ness to help others through 
uplifting their spirits and 
striving to make them feel 
appreciated.  Longtime 
friend, relative, recent ac-
quaintance or total stranger– 
it mattered not – Cheryl’s 
goal in her interpersonal 
communication was to leave 
people feeling better about 
themselves than they had 
been before their interaction.  
These traits continued to be 
notably present during her 
frequent stays in Kishwau-
kee Hospital over the last 
few weeks as her health 
problems grew in intensity.  
As various hospital staff, 
nurses and physicians vis-
ited her room at all hours 

of the day and night, often 
with unpleasant lab results 
or uncomfortable medical 
tasks to perform, she never 
failed to thank them before 
they exited- even when she 
was suffering from intense 
pain.  Such core values were 
also expressed repeatedly in 
her personal and profession-
al life whether she was serv-
ing as neighbor, counselor, 
friend, daughter, sister, aunt, 
niece, cousin, wife or moth-
er.  Throughout her life she 
often shared that her favorite 
song was the 1972 Donna 
Fargo hit, Happiest Girl in 
the Whole USA.  She lived 
her life trying to contribute 
some form of happiness 
and caring toward the lives 
of others.

She is survived by her 
immediate family includ-
ing: husband, Steven of 
Shabbona, and their three 
children: Winston William 
(26) of Manassas, Virginia.; 
Olin Wesley (24) of Shab-
bona; Bethany Leona (20) 
currently of Elmhurst Uni-
versity in Elmhurst; and her 
faithful dog, Piper, as well 
as many supportive relatives 
including: one aunt, many 
cousins, in-laws, nieces, and 
nephews.  She was preced-
ed in death by her mother 
(2000), father (2007) and 
her only sibling– a brother, 
Randy (2015).  

Family and friends may 
share their respects and 
condolences at the First 
Lutheran Church of Lee, 
on Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023, 
during a visitation from 10 
AM- 1 PM, followed im-
mediately by a memorial 
service at 1 PM and burial 
at First Lutheran Cemetery 
in rural Lee.  Those wishing 
for extended fellowship are 
invited back to First Luther-
an to enjoy a light luncheon 
after the burial.

In lieu of flowers, those 
wishing to make a donation 
in Cheryl’s name may do 
so by contributing to the 
First Lutheran Church of 
Lee Cemetery Fund, First 
Lutheran Church of Lee 
General Fund, Shabbo-
na Community Church 
(formerly the Shabbona 
United Church of Christ), 
Shabbona Volunteer Fire 
Department or the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

The family wishes to 
express their deep appreci-
ation for all of the prayers 
and support that have been 
shared in-person, digitally 
and for those who followed 
Cheryl’s cancer journey on 
her Caring Bridge website.  
Sincere thanks are also 
extended for the loving and 
thoughtful care she received 
from the staff and medical 
professionals at Kishwau-
kee Hospital and the Cancer 
Center, especially the On-
cology and Palliative Care 
Departments.

Arrangements and burial 
services are being provided 
by Jacobson-Torman Funer-
al Home of Shabbona.    

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Kiwanis Golden 
K is asking the community 
for its support during its 
upcoming annual Peanut 
Days. 

This year’s Peanut Days 
will take place on Friday, 
Sept. 22 and Saturday, 
Sept. 23 at the post office 
downtown and Walmart. 
Golden K representatives 
will be set up taking any 
amount of donations from 
community members in 
exchange for a bag of 
Planters peanuts. 

“We would be glad to 
give a bag of peanuts to 
anybody that is around,” 
Chet Olson, Peanut Day 
chair, said. “Even if they 
cannot afford to donate, we 
would still be glad to give 
them a bag of peanuts.”

Golden K has been 

hosting Peanut Days since 
its origin in 1951, when 
two Golden K members 
were enjoying peanuts at a 
Cubs game together. While 
eating, the two members 
thought to themselves that 
they could buy bags of 
peanuts and sell them as a 
fundraiser.

Since then, Peanut Day 
has become an annual 
fundraising event for many 
Golden K organizations 
throughout the country. 
The motto of Golden K is 
helping the children of the 
world, specifically within 
its own community.

The Rochelle Gold-
en K helps by awarding 
scholarships and funding 
many local children’s orga-
nizations including Little 
League, Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, Focus House and 

HOPE of Ogle County to 
just name a few. All of the 
funds earned throughout 
Peanut Day will be donated 
to these organizations. 

“A couple of our big 
fundraising events had to 
be cancelled in the past few 
years due to COVID-19,” 
Olson said. “So, we are 
depending on this to tide 
us over and help us to con-
tinue the support of those 
organizations.”

The Golden K is also 
planning more Hot Dog 
Days in the near future and 
more information and dates 
will be released when final-
ized. Anybody that would 
like to donate to the Golden 
K other than through its 
Peanut Days can do so by 
mail at Rochelle Kiwanis 
Golden K, P.O. Box 644, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.

Cheryl Lynn 
(Smith) Simpson

Kiwanis Peanut Day set for Sept. 22-23

ROCHELLE — On 
Sept. 13, Cortney J. Vronch, 
22, of Rockford was arrest-
ed for driving under the 
influence and driving under 
the influence greater than 
.08 and cited for failure to 
reduce speed to avoid an 
accident.

On Sept. 13,  Asia M.A. 
Bright, 27, of Chicago was 
arrested on an outstanding 
Lake County warrant and 
transferred. 

On Sept. 13, Gustavo 
Santos, 38, of Rochelle 
was arrested for criminal 
trespass to residence. He 
was given an Oct. 13 Ogle 
County court date.

On Sept. 13, Yuisa Re-
galado Lopez, 25, of Ro-
chelle was arrested for no 
valid driver’s license and 
cited for suspended regis-
tration and failure to yield 
turning left. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an Oct. 20 Rochelle 
court date.

On Sept. 14, Iris D. 
Calvillo, 20, of Rochelle 
was cite for improper over-
taking on right. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an Oct. 20 Rochelle 
court date.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty. 

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make arrests

OREGON — On Sept. 
12 at approximately 2:55 
p.m. deputies responded 
to a single-vehicle accident 
with injury at the intersec-

tion of Kishwaukee Road 
and Meridian Road. Upon 
further investigation Kelly 
Yocum, 59, of Dixon, was 
cited for failure to reduce 

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to suspicious vehicle
speed and unlawful posses-
sion of cannabis. Yocum 
was transported to Swedish 
American and released on 
an individual bond with 
a future court date given.

On Sept. 12 at approxi-
mately 1:59 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
at West South and Center 
Street in Creston. 

See SHERIFF page 5



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 5WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 20, 2023

LOCAL NEWS

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

ROCHELLE — Floyd 
J. Tilton VFW Post 3878 in 
Rochelle at 318 4th St. will 
be hosting a free breakfast 
for Ogle County veterans 
and a guest on Saturday, 
Sept. 23 from 8-11 a.m. 
The event will also be 
a meet and greet. The 
Veterans Assistance Com-

mission of Ogle County 
(VACOC) and its staff is 
assisting with the event. 

Bring your DD214 form 
if you haven’t already done 
so and chat with VACOC 
Superintendent/VSO Luz 
Maria Gilkey. Humana 
woll have a representa-
tive present to answer 

any questions about VA 
Healthcare, Medicare or 
Medicaid. Other vendors 
attending: Ogle County 
Clerk’s Office, Ogle Coun-
ty Health Department, 
Serenity House, CASTOR 
Nursing Home, info on 
Goodwill Services for 
Veterans and others. 

Rochelle VFW to host free 
breakfast for veterans Saturday

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Township High 
School Theater Company 
will present “Puffs” or Sev-
en Increasingly Eventful 
Years at a Certain School 

of Magic and Magic by 
Matt Cox on from Sept. 
21-23 at 7:30 p.m. each 
night. The cost is $5 at 
the door for entrants and 
students and educators cost 

$2 to get in. The magical 
comedy is recommended 
for all. Performances will 
take place at RTHS at 1401 
Flagg Road, Rochelle, IL 
61068. 

RTHS Theater performing magical 
comedy ‘Puffs’ from Sept. 21-23

From page 1

The RTHS district 
would add on to its main-
tenance building and bring 
in the elementary district’s 
equipment and staff so it 
could more easily share 
equipment, staff and ser-
vices. 

“For that, in this bud-
get there are some of the 
preliminary monies that 
are needed to do some 
engineering and some 
site control to make sure 
that that’s feasible,” Hud-
dleston said. “I think next 
year we’ll probably build 
that building unless we 
decide to do it early.”

Huddleston said the 

high school district has 
also had testing done on 
all of its parking lots and 
will likely initiate a phased 
project to reconstruct and 
modify parking through-
out the high school site. 

“There’s a little bit of 
engineering involved with 
that,” Huddleston said. “In 
the next several months 
we’re going to have a 
meeting with the building 
committee to actually 
walk all these parking lots 
and try to put together a 
budget for that.”

Detention work in-
volves creek erosion that 
has been seen at the 
school’s detention pond 
that has made it start to fail. 

“It’s also the age of 
the pond and there’s a 
lot of vegetation that has 
grown up, so we’re going 
to have to do some work 
on that detention pond as 
well,” Huddleston said. 
“So with capital projects, 
there’s several of them and 
we have strong money in 
reserve to look at those. As 
a board, we need to look 
at all of these and make 
decisions on which ones 
we want to participate in 
and how we might want 
to phase those.”

New teachers 
Assistant Principal 

David Perrin made a pre-
sentation on the district’s 

RTHS: Homecoming plans discussed during Monday meeting

From page 4

After an investigation, 
deputies arrested Theresa 
Mullis, 43, of DeKalb, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Mullis was 
given an I-bond for her 
citation and released from 
the scene.  Mullis’s pas-
senger, Gene Gunn, 40, 
of Calumet City, was 
arrested on an outstanding 
warrant out of DeKalb 
County. Gunn was given 
a notice to appear and was 
released from the scene. 

On Sept. 13 at ap-
proximately 11:45 a.m. 
deputies responded to 
a two-vehicle accident 
at the intersection of 
Mud Creek Road and 
Leaf River Road.  It was 
determined that a black 
Toyota Tacoma being 
driven by Seth M. Todd, 
31, of Columbus Junction, 
Iowa was southbound on 

Leaf River Road. Todd 
failed to yield the right 
of way to a black Ford 
F-350 that was eastbound 
on Mud Creek Road. The 
Ford was being driven by 
John B. Wells, 38, of Mt. 
Morris and his passenger 
Cody M. Snyder, 23, of 
Forreston. Todd pulled 
his Tacoma into the inter-
section and was struck by 
the Ford being driven by 
Wells. Wells was trans-
ported to Mercy Health by 
Life Line Helicopter for 
life-threatening injuries 
and Snyder was taken to 
KSB for serious injuries. 
Todd was transported to 
OSF St. Anthony for seri-
ous injuries. The accident 
is still under investigation. 

On Sept. 14 the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office 
received reports from 
both the Creston School 
District and Kings School 
District of a suspicious 

person taking pictures 
from the roadway in front 
of the schools. The subject 
was reportedly driving 
a black Audi. The same 
vehicle was also observed 
at a school in a neighbor-
ing county. Investigators 
from the Sheriff’s Office 
have identified the ve-
hicle, a black four-door 
Audi with Indiana regis-
tration, and are actively 
seeking to speak with the 
driver. This investigation 
is ongoing.  

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

SHERIFF: Deputies respond 
to two-vehicle accident

seven new teachers this 
year. They include Jona-
thon Gehm (social studies 
and head girls basket-
ball coach), Kevin Hunt 
(social studies, assistant 
girls basketball coach), 
Sarai Orozco (special ed-
ucation), Colfay Pointer 
(counselor and head girls 
track coach), Scott Ste-
vens (special education, 
Focus House), Meagan 
Stoops (English) and Edna 
Vazquez (Spanish). 

Thirty five percent of 
the district’s teachers are 
non-tenured (less than 
four years), Perrin said. 

“We’ve been really 
fortunate over the last 4-5 
years to attract and retain 
some quality young teach-
ers,” Perrin said. 

The district offers a 
number of support sys-
tems for new teachers 
including orientation and 
mentor programs, profes-
sional learning communi-
ties within departments, 
a teacher resource class-
room page, and an open-
door teaching program,

Homecoming
During Monday eve-

ning’s board meeting, 

Perrin detailed RTHS’s 
homecoming week plans 
for the week of Sept. 
25-30. On Sept. 28, the 
parade will be held and 
will start downtown at 6 
p.m. and end around Tilton 
Elementary School. 

The pep rally will begin 
outdoors on the football 
field shortly afterwards 
and the powderpuff foot-
ball game will follow at 
8 p.m. The homecoming 
game on Sept. 29 will 
be against Marengo. The 
Sept. 30 homecoming 
dance will take place in 
the RTHS commons.
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Guest column

Amanda
Pyron

The Rochelle News-Leader 
encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest 

to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or 

to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered. All 

letters must bear the handwritten 
signature of the writer and include 

address and phone number or 
e-mail address for verification 
purposes. Neither the street 

address nor phone number will 
be printed. Letters should be 

typed or legibly handwritten, 
and no anonymous letters will 
be published. Any letters from 
boards or organizations must 

include at least one name of an 
individual. Any criticism of public 

officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or 

actions made in office, as personal 
attacks will not be published. 

Letters involving private disputes 
between the writer and a business 

will not be published. Political 
endorsements will be published, 

however letters from candidates 
endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped 

at the News-Leader office (211 
IL Route 38 East), mailed to 

the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed 

(news@rochellenews-leader.com.) 
The News-Leader reserves the 
right to edit or reject any letter 

to the editor for any reason, and 
letters chosen for publication do 

not necessarily reflect the views of 
this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger       bohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen            lpillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson     jthompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales       kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

CLIMBING into 
the combine 
seat and hitting 

the fields each September 
always fills me with a 
sense of excitement and 
anticipation. Even after 
48 years, there is no better 
feeling than looking out 
over a field of matured 
corn or soybeans. But, 
year after year I hear of 
yet another tragic loss of 
life due to a preventable 
work-related injury on the 
farm during harvest.

The agricultural sector 
is one of the most danger-
ous in America with 453 
fatalities each year ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics’ most 
recent data. Fall harvest, 
which typically kicks off 
in mid-September, is one 
of the busiest and most 
dangerous seasons of 
the year for agriculture 
workers.

For that reason, Amer-
ica has recognized the 
third week of September 
as National Farm Safety 
and Health since 1944. 
This year I challenge 
every Illinois farmer to 
make safety a top priority 
throughout the months of 
September and October.

Remember: There is 
no healthy farm without 
a healthy farmer heading 
the operation.

While farming is a 
highly rewarding oc-
cupation, it is a simple 
fact that there are certain 
safety measures that must 
take place to prevent 
injury or loss of life. A 
simple checklist can be 
used when operating 
heavy machinery to keep 
yourself and others on the 
farm safe. 

Many farm families 
work well into the eve-
nings to harvest their 

crops and transport them 
to local storage facilities. 
Working all hours of the 
day, often in isolation, 
takes a toll on one’s body. 
It’s just as important to be 
mindful of your mental 
state as it is to ensure your 
physical safety.

Take note of 
how your body 
reacts to stress 
and look out for 
signs of fatigue 
such as drowsi-
ness, dizziness, 
headaches, vision 
impairments and 
poor concentra-
tion. Finding 5-10 
minutes to relax 
and recharge can provide 
that mental refresher 
needed before hitting the 
fields. 

Fall harvest ultimately 
means more farm equip-
ment on the road. If you’ve 
never been in the seat of 

a combine or a tractor, 
you may not realize how 
difficult it is for farmers 
to see other vehicles while 
driving between fields. It 
is important for everyone 
– farmers and motorists – 
to stay diligent and keep 
one another safe during 

this busy season.
When oper-

ating large ma-
chinery and other 
equipment, it is 
good practice to 
keep slow moving 
vehicle (SMV) 

signs and lights 
clean. Dirt or de-
bris covering crit-
ical safety features 

can lower equipment 
visibility and potentially 
deposit illegal and danger-
ous obstacles on the road. 

Consider also traveling 
in farm vehicles during 
less busy times of day 
when fewer motorists are 

on the road. No matter 
what, however, make 
sure you are aware and 
attentive when driving.

Motorists play a role in 
harvest safety, too. With 
so many people traveling 
on rural roads this season, 
it is up to all of us to drive 
responsibly. 

When driving behind 
slow-moving vehicles, 
drivers can stay safe with 
a few tips:

When driving behind 
large equipment, imme-
diately slow down and 
remain several car lengths 
behind.

Before passing remem-
ber to look for a clear 
signal from the person in 
the cab of the combine 
or tractor and pass only 
when it is safe and legal 
to do so.

Be prepared to encoun-
ter slow-moving vehicles 
at all times of the day and 

night.
Farmers won’t be the 

only ones hitting the 
roads this fall. Truck 
drivers also play a critical 
role in the supply chain, 
transporting the food, fuel 
and fiber that each of us 
depends on.

Harvest is a time 
for celebration after a 
lengthy, often challeng-
ing growing season. It is 
my hope that my fellow 
farmers remain diligent 
during these long days 
and nights as we head into 
another bountiful harvest 
in Illinois. 

Richard Guebert Jr. is 
the president of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau. This story 
was distributed through 
a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bu-
reau and the Illinois Press 
Association. For more 
food and farming news, 
visit FarmWeekNow.com.

IN mid-September, 
Illinois will move 
one step further 

in the pursuit of justice 
by exchanging risk for 
wealth as a determinant of 
safety when making pre-
trial release decisions. As 
someone with 25 years of 
experience as an advocate 
for survivors, most spent 
working in our federal 
criminal legal system that 
has long operated without 
money bail, I know risk-
based decision making 
can keep survivors of 
gender-based violence and 
the public safe.  

Since the Pretrial Fair-
ness Act was passed in 
2021, opponents have 
used fearmongering and 
misinformation to derail 
its success. Over recent 
months, it has become 
clear that some public 
officials are still not ready 
for this new system, nor 
are they doing enough to 
prepare for these changes.

We routinely saw survi-
vors used as pawns during 
the political debate over 
this bill, and sadly that 
continues. Misinforma-
tion continues to come 
from state’s attorneys 
themselves or their al-
lies in law enforcement 
who oppose the law. In a 
recent story published by 
WGLT, McLean County 
State’s Attorney Erika 
Reynolds falsely claimed 
that some people charged 
with domestic violence 
couldn’t be jailed under 
the new law. In fact, all 
people charged with do-
mestic violence, both as 
a misdemeanor or felony, 
can be held in jail pretrial 
when there are public 
safety concerns. No one 
charged with an offense of 
domestic violence will be 
released without a hearing. 
Notice to survivors, along 
with an offer to petition for 
a domestic violence order 
of protection, is required 

before an initial hearing. 
These are all powers 
given to states’ attorneys 
to keep survivors safe 
and informed of all their 
options at each stage of 
their case. 

The Pretrial Fairness 
Act will be implemented 
Sept. 18 after years of 
advocacy by organizations 
combatting gender-based 
violence .  Our 
community spe-
cifically drafted 
provisions in the 
law to require no-
tice from states’ 
attorneys’ offices 
to victims ahead 
of the initial hear-
ings, when that 
hearing was previ-
ously exempted from the 
list of hearings requiring 
victim notification by 
states attorneys. We also 
drafted language to ensure 
offenses like sex crimes, 
trafficking and domestic 
violence are on the list 

of offenses that require 
police, prosecutors and 
judges to take extra time 
with these cases. With 
more time, survivor safety 
will be at the forefront 
of every decision, rather 
than having cases moved 
as quickly as possible. We 
also worked to ensure that 
all states’ attorneys must 
file a petition to detain 

a defendant for 
any violation of 
protective order, 
knowing the po-
tential lethality 
and safety issues 
at play when a 
protective order 

is violated. These 
are the critical 
provisions that, 

coupled with the end of 
wealth-based incarcera-
tion, will create a more 
survivor-centered pretrial 
system. 

The time has come to 
ensure our court actors 
understand the law and 

will fully implement this 
law to protect survivors. 
Any failure to imple-
ment — including notice 
to survivors of initial 
hearings, provision of a 
protective order when 
requested, or comple-
tion of a risk assessment 
when needed — will put 
individual survivors and 
communities at greater 
risk for repeated harm. By 
reducing pretrial jailing 
for most offenses, court 
actors can finally turn 
their attention to where it 
should be: on higher level 
offenses like domestic vi-
olence and sexual assault 
that affect public safety 
and survivors.

When our elected offi-
cials and law enforcement 
perpetuate misinforma-
tion about the law, they 
put survivors at risk by 
misstating their rights 
under this new system. 
Survivors deserve to know 
how exactly their county 

state’s attorney and local 
law enforcement will 
enforce the new law, and 
ensure it upholds public 
safety for all people. It is 
imperative we set aside 
political differences and 
implement the law cor-
rectly so all survivors 
across Illinois can get the 
rights and opportunities 
afforded to them under the 
SAFE-T Act.

Illinois should be proud 
to be the first state in the 
country to abolish money 
bail, and center survi-
vor-centered practices into 
its pretrial system. We call 
on states’ attorneys and 
law enforcement to join us 
to prepare our communi-
ties and survivors for this 
new and improved system.  

Amanda Pyron is ex-
ecutive director of The 
Network, an anti-gen-
der-based-violence orga-
nization in Chicago that 
helped draft and pass the 
Pretrial Fairness Act.

Make farm safety a top priority this harvest season

Richard
Guebert Jr.

Court actors must implement SAFE-T Act for crime survivors
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Sept. 20

Jon & Carolyn Bieck 
(anniversary)

 
Sept. 22

Krew Sullivan
 

Sept. 23
Chris Doering
John Worley

Jeff & Diana Dickey 
(anniversary)

 

Sept. 28
Ashley Bunger

 
Sept. 29

Josh Walker
Sarah Kulwicki

Lyndsey O’Brien

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

7034 S. Klondike Road | Rochelle, IL 61068 | 815-561-9074
If you would like to volunteer with us, please email us at 

volunteer@kitchentablerochelle.org

September 21 – (Thursday) – BBQ Baby Back Ribs, Baked 
Beans, 

September 26 – (Tuesday) – Chicken Pot Pie – Homemade
September 28 – (Thursday) – Corned Beef and Cabbage 

with Carrots and Potatoes, Cornbread
October 1 – (Sunday Brunch) – Bacon Egg and Cheese 

Muffins, Grits, 

KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries
**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to 

check before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074
www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Aug. 25 - City of Rochelle, $25

Aug. 26 - Cahoy Pump, $25

Aug. 27 - Karen Marsh, Stillman Valley, $50

Aug. 28 - Terry Hatfield, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 29 - Steve Barron, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 30 - Debbi Ramsey, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 31 - Zekelman Employee, $25

Sept. 1 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, 

Sept. 2 - Emily Lopez-Perez, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 3 - Mandi Morris, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 4 - Brittany Olszewski, Rochelle, $1,000

Sept. 5 - Ben Heck, Chana, $25

Sept. 6 - Mariah Wyrobek, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 7 - Linda Schreiber, Leaf River, $25

Sept. 8 - Jason Burdin, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 9 - Zekelman Employee, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 10 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $50

Sept. 11 - Alexis Barbosa, Newark, $25

Sept. 12 - Zekelman Employee, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 13 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Sept. 14 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Sept. 15 - Katherine Slattengren, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 16 - David Bills, Port Byron, $25

Sept. 17 - Norna Seaworth, Lindenwood, $50

Sept. 18 - Therese Fenwick, Winchester, VA, $25

Sept. 19 - Elizabeth Bontz, Amboy, $25

Sept. 20 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

On Friday, Sept. 8, Rochelle resident Bert Cote celebrated his 102nd birthday with friends and family with a 
breakfast at Rochelle Pharmacy. The World War II veteran has lived in Rochelle for 99 years. Cote served in 

Germany under General Patton. He was among the first American troops that went into Berlin. He’s also a Gold 
Star family member.

Rochelle resident Cote celebrates 102nd birthday
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Bar/Restaurant
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton

815-453-2103

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Insurance
Bradford Victor-Adams 

Mutual Insurance 
Company

120 W. South St., Franklin 
Grove

815-456-2334

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

Mills and Petrie 
Memorial Library

704 First Street
815-453-2213

Mills and Petrie 
Memorial Building
Call 815-973-8762 for building 

rental information
Basketball, volleyball and pickle ball courts
Great for birthday parties, bridal showers, 

family reunions etc.

ASHTON NEWS

Ashton-Franklin Center High School physical education classes participated in 
“Cup Castle Fitness” for this a recent week’s fitness day.

AFCHS students participate in Cup Castle Fitness

WEST BROOKLYN 
— A West Brooklyn man 
that was recently report-
ed missing was found 
deceased Sept. 13 near 
his home, a Lee County 
Sheriff ’s Office press 
release said. 

Michael Widolff, 64, 
was last seen at his res-
idence in rural West 
Brooklyn on Aug. 14 
before he was found 
deceased Sept. 13. The 
investigation is ongoing, 
and there is no threat to 
the public, the press re-

lease said.
Widolff was known to 

travel the area and was 
an outdoorsman with a 
pilot’s license. 

The Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office was assisted 
in the investigation by the 
Lee County Emergency 
Management Agency, 
Illinois State Police Divi-
sion of Criminal Investi-
gation, Illinois Conserva-
tion Police, Amboy Police 
Department, Amboy Fire 
Department, Christian 
Aid Ministries Search 

& Rescue, Lee County 
Volunteer Corps Search & 
Rescue, Salvation Army, 
Lee Center Township 
and Richardson Wildlife 
Foundation.

Missing West Brooklyn 
man found deceased

The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently released its first three 
Raider of the Week winners. They included Brianna Gonnerman (volleyball), 

Noah Danielson (football) and Ashley Lewis (swimming. “These individuals were 
selected by their coaches or teachers for displaying what it means to be a Raider 

both on and off the court,” a district Facebook post said.” Congratulations Bri, 
Noah, and Ashley!”

AFC names first three Raiders of the Week

AFC volleyball team defeats Amboy
ASHTON — The Ash-

ton-Franklin Center var-
sity volleyball team con-
ceded a 14-25, 25-27 loss 
against Polo on Tuesday, 
Sept. 5. Kaelynn Larson 
had five kills, seven digs 
and one block, while Bri-
anna Gonnerman totaled 
seven assists, six digs and 
three blocks. Audree Dorn 
compiled 19 digs and five 
assists, with Mallory Coff-
man recording nine digs, 
three kills and two aces.

The Ashton-Franklin 

Center varsity volleyball 
team recorded a 25-22, 
25-15 win over Amboy on 
Tuesday, Sept. 12. Mallo-
ry Coffman finished with 
eight kills, two aces and 
two digs, while Kaelynn 
Larson added six kills 
and seven digs. Brianna 
Gonnerman totaled 13 
assists and nine digs, with 
Audree Dorn compiling 
five assists, nine digs and 
four kills to aid the Lady 
Raiders in the win. Taylor 
Jahn ended the match with 

three kills, seven digs and 
three aces for AFC.

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity volleyball 
team fell against Forres-
ton on Thursday, Sept.14, 
losing 21-25, 12-25. Tay-
lor Jahn had five kills, 
while Mallory Coffman 
totaled four aces and two 
blocks. Audree Dorn com-
piled eight digs and sev-
en assists, with Brianna 
Gonnerman and Kaelynn 
Larson each finishing with 
six digs.
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SPORTS A MEDAL FOR METZGER
 
RTHS sophomore Ian Metzger medaled in 
third at the ACC Charger Invitational. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Football

Hubs swat down Hornets
Rochelle dominates all three phases in 49-6 win over Harvard on Friday night

A host of Rochelle Hub defenders including sophomore Brode Metzger (left) as well as juniors Jack Pavlak (bottom), Ryan Senne (top) and 
Brandyn Metzger (right) combine for a tackle during the team’s varsity football game against Harvard on Friday evening.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

RTHS Volleyball

Sophomore Lady Hubs finish 3-0 over three matches to win Oregon Invitational on Saturday
The Rochelle Lady Hub sophomore volleyball team went 3-0 over three matches to claim the first-place trophy at the Oregon Invitational on Saturday. Rochelle started 
the tournament with a 11-25, 25-15, 15-10 win over Hall Township before defeating Milledgeville 25-21, 25-20 and North Boone 25-23, 25-8 to take the title. Pictured 
above from left to right are Kyler Dickson, Jaicee Ramos, Rylin Tabor, Rylie Thomas, Katie Toczylowski (front row), coach Lindsay Suess, Keirra Clark, Meredith Bruns, 

Jaydin Dickey, Briel Metzger, Emori Mickley, Ava Horner and Kyrie Cragin (back row).

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

HARVARD — Junior 
quarterback Carson Lewis 
had a chance to showcase 
his improved arm strength 
when the Rochelle Hub 
varsity football team trav-
eled for an Interstate 8/
Kishwaukee River Con-
ference Blue Division 
showdown against the 
winless Harvard Hornets 
on Friday.

One week after the Hubs 
rushed for over 400 yards 
and dominated Johnsburg 
48-0 without throwing a 
single pass, Lewis aired 
the football out against 
the Hornets, completing 
6-of-9 passes for 83 yards 
and two touchdowns with 
no turnovers as Rochelle 
cruised over Harvard 49-6. 
It was the second two-
touchdown passing game 
of the season for Lewis, 
who has grown more con-
fident under center in his 
first season as the starting 
quarterback for the Hubs.

“It makes me feel good 
and I know that I have 
a good offensive line to 
protect me,” Lewis said. 
“I have wide receivers I 
can trust and my offen-
sive linemen are good at 
blocking.” 

See HUBS page 3

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2023 Best of Ogle County 

Voting has Ended

Look for the Winners’ Section 
in our Oct. 8th edition

Tuesday through Friday 9-4 Saturday 9-1 Sunday through Monday Closed.

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 10
19

20
22HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

Fall Furniture Event
Get set to host the holidays with storewide 
savings on furniture for every room!
Dining Sets | Living Rooms | Sleeper Sofas
Bedrooms & Mattresses

Shop now for the best 
selection! Financing, Delivery 

Available
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers  
Association , Inc. Northern Region 

Trucking Company of the year 2022

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Sophomore Ian Metzger fired an 18-hole round of 72 to take third overall at the 
Aurora Central Catholic Charger Invitational on Saturday afternoon.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Metzger medals in third at 
ACC Charger Invitational

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

AURORA — Sophomore standout 
Ian Metzger feels that he’s rounding into 
form as the Rochelle Hub varsity golf team 
continues its push through the second half 
of the 2023 season. 

Metzger was accurate from the tee box 
on Saturday, when the Hubs competed in 
the annual ACC Charger Invitational at 
Phillips Park Golf Course. The sophomore 
went 14-for-16 on fairways in regulation 
and took advantage of his strong wedge 
play, shooting a 1-over-par 72 to medal 
in third place at the tournament. Metzger 
carded five birdies during his 18-hole round.

“I haven’t played very well over my last 
few events, so it was nice to have a good 
score going into a few of our bigger events 
including the conference meet and region-
als,” Metzger said. “I’m trying to qualify 
for state this season and shooting a good 
score definitely feels good… I didn’t miss 
many fairways and when I did miss, I left 
myself in a good spot and gave myself a lot 
of close wedges into the hole. My wedge 
game was on and I gave myself a lot of 
close putts.”

Metzger led the Hubs (1-9, 0-4 Inter-
state 8) to a 12th-place performance as a 

team, with Rochelle firing 360 to tie with 
Aurora Central Catholic while outpacing 
Westmont and IMSA. Freshman Alex Dyer 
followed with an 18-hole round of 89 for 
the Hubs, while senior Chandler Cun-
ningham scored a 98 and freshman Owen 
Carmichael notched a 101. For Metzger, 
course management was another factor 
that played into his successful third-place 
round on Saturday.

“It was a pretty tight course, but I left 
myself in great spots and I didn’t give my-
self any bad positions where I had to lose 
shots,” Metzger said. “I’ve been losing shots 
at our home course recently because I’ve 
had to punch out on a few holes and I’ve 
wound up shooting in the 40s. I didn’t let 
the course control me and I thought I played 
a really smart round of golf on Saturday.”

Senior Owen Messer added a 104 and 
junior Chris Hickey recorded a 127 to round 
out the varsity lineup for the Hubs on Sat-
urday. After not meeting his expectations 
score wise over his last few rounds, Metzger 
said his 1-over-par 72 is a significant step 
in the right direction.

“I think I’ve had a few good events, but 
I think I could’ve shot some lower scores 
after starting the season off with a 36,” 
Metzger said. “I’m hoping to keep build-
ing on that 72.”
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Precision Furnace 
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test

24/7 Emergency 
Service

From page 1

“We wanted to score as 
many points as possible as 
quickly as possible tonight. 
We were humbled after our 
second game of the season 
and we’ve pushed ourselves 
over these last two games.”

Rochelle (3-1, 2-0 Inter-
state 8/Kishwaukee River 
Blue) opened the game with 
a special teams highlight, 
with junior lineman Ryan 
Senne blocking a Harvard 
punt to give the Hubs 
tremendous field position 
early in the first quarter. 
Rochelle capitalized on 
the play, scoring on a 16-
yard touchdown run from 
freshman wingback Dylan 
Manning, who had 80 rush-
ing yards on only six carries. 
With Harvard slowing the 
game down, Rochelle held 
a 7-0 lead after one quarter.

The Hornets used 10 
plays to advance the ball 
28 yards on their opening 
drive, melting away nearly 
nine minutes of clock, but 
the Hubs forced an incom-
plete pass on fourth-and-3 

to retake possession near 
midfield. Rochelle’s defen-
sive stand set up another 
scoring drive capped off by 
a 15-yard touchdown pass 
from Lewis to junior wide 
receiver Elijah Harley, who 
broke free near the back of 
the end zone for his first 
touchdown reception of 
the season and his varsity 
career.

“I felt like my arm 
strength wasn’t very good 
last year, but I’ve built a 
lot of muscle over the last 
year,” Lewis said. “I’ve 
improved my reads from 
watching film and I think 
I’ve become a smarter 
football player… We need 
to play our best game up 
front next week when we 
play Sycamore.”

A three-and-out on Har-
vard’s next possession 
enabled the Hubs to extend 
their lead early in the second 
quarter, where a 10-yard 
pass to Harley and long runs 
from Manning and junior 
tailback Grant Gensler 
highlighted a nine-play, 64-
yard drive that culminated 

in a 9-yard touchdown run 
from sophomore fullback 
Roman Villalobos. Gensler 
led the Rochelle offense on 
the ground, rushing for 95 
yards on 12 carries while 
Villalobos added 51 rushing 
yards on 10 carries.

Harvard struggled to 
move the football against 
a stout Rochelle defense, 
which held the Hornets to 
only 98 total yards and just 
five first downs in the game. 
After once again forcing a 
three-and-out late in the sec-
ond quarter, Manning broke 
loose for a 27-yard gain and 
Gensler found the end zone 
on a 35-yard scamper off 
the right side to help give 
the Hubs a 28-0 lead.

“We had to play per-
fectly on defense tonight,” 
senior linebacker Brock 
Metzger said. “We messed 
some things up on that first 
drive and I thought there 
were some things that we 
could’ve done better. We’re 
playing hard, we’re playing 
fast and we’re being physi-
cal on defense. We need 
to come back and do even 

better against Sycamore 
because we know they’re 
tough.”

The Hubs forced their 
first turnover of the night 
late in the second quarter, 
with senior corner Tommy 
Tourdot intercepting a de-
flected pass from Harvard 
quarterback Adam Cooke 
and giving Rochelle posses-
sion deep inside Hornet ter-
ritory. Tourdot’s defensive 
gem led to a fourth second-
quarter touchdown for the 
Hubs, who scored on a 
fourth-and-10 down where 
Lewis fired a 27-yard pass 
to senior receiver Cayden 
Moore, who hauled in his 
first touchdown of the year.

Rochelle deployed its 
traditional smashmouth 
football to start the third 
quarter, utilizing 14 plays 
and almost seven minutes 
of clock to move the ball 80 
yards and score on a 14-yard 
rushing touchdown from 
Gensler. Leading 42-0, 
Rochelle iced the road win 
midway through the fourth 
quarter, where senior wing-
back Riley Damask ran for 

a 15-yard touchdown and 
Lewis, who handles kick-
ing duties as well, made the 
extra point to finish 7-for-7 
on point-after attempts.

Harvard avoided the 
shutout in the final seconds, 
scoring on a 39-yard touch-
down pass from Cooke 
to Edward Rosales with 
Rochelle’s reserves taking 
over on defense. The Hubs, 
who totaled 396 yards in 
the win, will travel for an 
Interstate 8/Kishwaukee 
River Conference crossover 
matchup against Sycamore 
next week. The Spartans are 
currently 4-0 on the year.

“We struggled against 
Morton in Week 2 and I 
was upset after that loss,” 
Metzger said. “But we 
came back the next week 
and practiced hard. We’ve 
kicked some butt over our 
last two games and we’re 
getting the job done. We 
have to be absolutely per-
fect against Sycamore next 
week.”

Fresh/Soph
The Rochelle Hub fresh-

soph football team contin-
ued its perfect season on 
Monday with a 46-0 win 
over Harvard. Rochelle 
is now 4-0 and 2-0 in the 
Interstate 8/Kishwaukee 
River Blue Division.

Sophomore Brenden 
Voight rushed for a 3-yard 
touchdown and a 4-yard 
touchdown, while sopho-
more Reece Harris ran for 
a 7-yard touchdown and 
sophomore Andrew John-
son had a 3-yard touchdown 
run. Freshman Angel Her-
nandez rushed for a 26-yard 
touchdown and freshman 
Warren Schweitzer caught 
a 30-yard touchdown pass 
from sophomore quarter-
back Van Gerber.

Sophomore Riley Von-
dergathen and freshman 
Cooper Holmgren each 
had sacks, with Holmgren 
forcing a fumble. Freshmen 
Tyler Gensler and John 
Chadwick each had inter-
ceptions, while sophomore 
Jorge Martinez finished 
with five tackles. Vonderga-
then chipped in three tackles 
on defense.

HUBS: Rochelle dominates Harvard for second straight victory
The Rochelle Hub varsity football team defeated Harvard 49-6 on the road Friday evening. At left, junior Alex Pemberton tackles Harvard’s Edward Rosales. At right, 
junior Xavier Villalobos brings down quarterback Adam Cooke.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

HEADING
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE  

FIFTEENTH  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF  PAUL 
R. REES, Deceased.
No. 2023-PR-50

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the 
death of PAUL R. 
REES, of  Oregon, Illi-
nois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on August 
31, 2023, to SPEN-
CER S. REES, whose 
address is 2311 North 
Shore Dr., Delavan, WI 
53115, and whose at-
torneys are Fearer, Nye 
& Chadwick, 420 4th 
Avenue, PO Box 117, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in 
the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at 
Ogle County Court-
house, Oregon, IL 
61061, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
no later than March 7, 
2023, and any claim 
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attor-
neys for SPENCER 
S. REES, Executor of 
the Estate of PAUL R. 
REES, deceased
No. 0908
(Sept. 6, 13 and 20, 
2023)

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
15TH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT COUNTY OF 
OGLE 

CITY OF ROCHELLE, 
an Illinois Municipal 
Corporation, Plaintiff, 
v.
PEDRO A. PASQUA 
and GLORIA C. 
PASQUA, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, and   
NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS, Defendants
Court No: 2021 MR 44
NOTICE OF JUDICIAL 

SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and 
Sale heretofore entered 
in the above entitled 
cause on July 17, 2023, 
Brian E. VanVickle, the 
Sheriff of Ogle County, 
Illinois, will on October 
13, 2023 at the hour of 
10:00 A.M. at the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s office, 
located at 202 S. 1st 
Street, Oregon, Illinois 
61061, sell at public 
auction to the highest 
bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following 
described premises: 
LOTS 1 AND 2 IN 
BLOCK 19 IN THE 
ORIGINAL TOWN OF 
LANO, AND NOW 
CALLED THE CITY 
OF ROCHELLE, OGLE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
Permanent Index Num-
ber: 24-24-383-003 
Commonly known as: 
300 Cherry Avenue, 
Rochelle, Ogle County, 
Illinois 60168 
The real estate is not 
currently improved.  
The terms of sale: Ten 
percent (10%) due by 
cash or certified funds 
at the time of the sale 
and balance is due 
within 24 hours of the 
sale plus interest at the 
statutory judgment rate 
on any unpaid portion 
of the sale price from 
the date of sale to the 
date of payment. The 
subject property is sub-
ject to real estate taxes, 
and is offered for sale 
without any represen-
tation as to quality or 
quantity of title and 
without recourse to 
plaintiff and in “as is” 
condition. The Plaintiff 
makes no warranties, 
either expressed or im-
plied, by virtue of this 

sale. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation 
by the court. 
Upon payment in full 
of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a 
Certificate of Sale that 
will entitle the purchas-
er to a deed to the real 
estate after confirma-
tion of the sale.
The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the proper-
ty. Prospective bidders 
are admonished to 
check the court file to 
verify all information. 
For information, exam-
ine the court file or con-
tact Plaintiff’s attorney: 
Dominick Lanzito, PE-
TERSON, JOHNSON 
& MURRAY, LLC, 200 
W. Adams St., Chica-
go, Illinois 60606, (312) 
724-8035.
Dominick L. Lanzito  
Peterson, Johnson & 
Murray, LLC 
200 West Adams, Suite 
2125 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
312-724-8035
dlanzito@pjmlaw.com
No. 0915
(Sept. 20, 27 and Oct. 
4, 2023)

1101   01   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication 
does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent 
or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

E x p e r i e n c e d 
Housekeeper Wanted 
with References. 
Call 815-561-0021. 
(09182023)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 

holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

203  203  
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

E X P E R I E N C E D 
housekeeper wanted 
with references. 
Call 815-561-0021. 
(091823AM)

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

2022 TROY-BILT 
Bronco Tiller 14 Inches. 
$500 or Best Offer. 
Call 815-562-6974 
(10/11/23ALL)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis

509  509  
HOUSE FOR RENTHOUSE FOR RENT

3-Bedroom Home for 
rent in Franklin Grove 
Area, with Garage, no 
pets. Call 815-456-
2453.

Time to change up your marketing 
strategy with a fresh new promotion, 
campaign or ad design?
We can help make sure you’re capturing 
the season’s best sales opportunities with 
targeted local advertising in the place 
more people turn for trusted shopping 
information and offers.

XYour Local Treasure Map
The Rochelle News-Leader Classifieds

Part-time local  
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26

20
23

203  203  
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
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SPORTS
RTHS Volleyball

Freshman Lady Hubs win two matches to take second at Oregon Invitational on Saturday afternoon
The Rochelle Lady Hub freshman volleyball team went 2-1 over three matches to earn the second-place trophy at the Oregon Invitational on Saturday. Rochelle started 

the tournament with a 25-15, 25-17 win over Genoa-Kingston before defeating Hinckley-Big Rock 22-25, 25-11, 15-8 in three sets. The Lady Hubs fell 19-24, 20-24 to 
Hall Township in the finals. Pictured above from left to right are Amy Lopez, Emma Heller, Ella Thompson, Aiyana Mashaw, Elyse Manning (front row), Grace Montes, 

Aeriss Williams, Reese Kissack and Camryn Metzger (back row).

(COURTESY PHOTO)



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 6WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 20, 2023

CO-TENANT WANTED!
1,000 SF - 4,500 SF OF OFFICE SPACE

Move-in Ready with Furniture!
211 IL-38, Rochelle, Illinois  26068

https://www.loopnet.com/Listiang/211-IL-38-Rochelle-IL/28326715/

Building Size: 12,150 SF
Year Built: 1985
Lot Size: 1.30 AC

Building Size: 12,150 SF
Year Built: 1985
Lot Size: 1.30 AC

https://www.loopnet.com/Listiang/211-IL-38-Rochelle-IL/28326715/

1,000 SF - 4,500 SF of Office Space
Co-Tenant Wanted!

(315) 935-3162
Email: brossi@bellcornerstone.com

BRIAN ROSSI

Move-in Ready with Furniture!
211 IL-38, Rochelle, Illinois  26068

CO-TENANT WANTED!
1,000 SF - 4,500 SF OF OFFICE SPACE

Move-in Ready with Furniture!
211 IL-38, Rochelle, Illinois  26068

https://www.loopnet.com/Listiang/211-IL-38-Rochelle-IL/28326715/

Building Size: 12,150 SF
Year Built: 1985
Lot Size: 1.30 AC

CO-TENANT WANTED!
1,000 SF - 4,500 SF OF OFFICE SPACE

Move-in Ready with Furniture!
211 IL-38, Rochelle, Illinois  26068

https://www.loopnet.com/Listiang/211-IL-38-Rochelle-IL/28326715/

Building Size: 12,150 SF
Year Built: 1985
Lot Size: 1.30 AC

CO-TENANT WANTED!
1,000 SF - 4,500 SF OF OFFICE SPACE

Move-in Ready with Furniture!
211 IL-38, Rochelle, Illinois  26068

https://www.loopnet.com/Listiang/211-IL-38-Rochelle-IL/28326715/

Building Size: 12,150 SF
Year Built: 1985
Lot Size: 1.30 AC

CO-TENANT WANTED!
1,000 SF - 4,500 SF OF OFFICE SPACE

Move-in Ready with Furniture!
211 IL-38, Rochelle, Illinois  26068

https://www.loopnet.com/Listiang/211-IL-38-Rochelle-IL/28326715/

Building Size: 12,150 SF
Year Built: 1985
Lot Size: 1.30 AC

CO-TENANT WANTED!
1,000 SF - 4,500 SF OF OFFICE SPACE

Move-in Ready with Furniture!
211 IL-38, Rochelle, Illinois  26068

https://www.loopnet.com/Listiang/211-IL-38-Rochelle-IL/28326715/

Building Size: 12,150 SF
Year Built: 1985
Lot Size: 1.30 AC

CO-TENANT WANTED!
1,000 SF - 4,500 SF OF OFFICE SPACE

Move-in Ready with Furniture!
211 IL-38, Rochelle, Illinois  26068

https://www.loopnet.com/Listiang/211-IL-38-Rochelle-IL/28326715/

Building Size: 12,150 SF
Year Built: 1985
Lot Size: 1.30 AC

RTHS Boys Soccer

SPORTS
Rochelle falls in offensive battle with Belvidere

Casillas scores three goals as Hubs concede 7-5 loss against Bucs on Saturday

RTHS Cross Country

Rochelle runners race at Eddington Invitational
Koziol wins open race for girls, Hernandez runs season-best time for boys

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MAPLE PARK — 
The Rochelle Hub and 
Lady Hub cross country 
teams competed in the 
annual Larry Eddington 
Invitational at Kaneland 
High School on Saturday 
afternoon. Hub senior Luis 
Hernandez ran the fastest 
time for the RTHS runners, 
clocking in with a time 
of 16:58.20 to finish 71st 
out of 156 athletes in the 
varsity race. Rochelle will 
travel for the Byron Invi-
tational on Wednesday af-
ternoon before hitting the 
road for the annual Rock 
River Run in Sterling.

Four Hubs compete 
in the open race on Sat-
urday, with sophomore 
Declan McGee taking 
10th out of 80 runners to 
lead the Rochelle group. 
McGee finished with a 
time of 17:48.60, while 
sophomore Levi Waddle 
took 40th with a time of 
20:13.50. Juniors Cash 

Budde and Christopher 
Beckman finished 70th 
and 71st with respective 
times of 23:04.60 and 
24:22.50 for the Hubs.

The Lady Hubs placed 
third out of 11 competing 
schools in the open race. 
Sophomore Annaliese 
Koziol led the Rochelle 
group, finishing first out 
of 122 runners with a 
time of 20:41.40 while 
sophomore Rose Luxton 
finished 25th with a time 
of 24:49.60. Sophomore 
Mary Chadwick and junior 
Brisa Zepeda took 32nd 
and 35th with respective 
times of 25:07.30 and 
25:15.80 for the Lady 
Hubs.

Other notable finish-
ers for the Lady Hubs 
include freshman Viv-
ian Worthington (46th 
in 25:55.80),  junior 
Bridgett Ramirez (71st 
in 27:15.30), sophomore 
Bella Biggs (100th in 
29:39.60) and freshman 
Magaly Belmonte (121st 
in 37:11.70).

Sophomores Elijah Mayen (left) and Bella Biggs (right) race to the finish during the Larry Eddington 
Invitational at Kaneland High School on Saturday afternoon.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

B E LV I D E R E  — 
Steady rain showers fell 
from start to finish as the 
Rochelle Hub varsity soc-
cer team faced off against 
Belvidere in a high-scoring 
nonconference match Sat-
urday morning.

Junior forward Alberto 
Casillas finished with three 
goals for the Hubs, who 
went back and forth with the 
Bucs throughout the match 
before Belvidere took a late 
lead on a pair of second-half 
goals. The Rochelle offense 
managed to answer the Bucs 
for most of the contest, but 
the late hole was too deep 
for a comeback rally from 
the Hubs, who ultimately 
conceded a 7-5 loss.

“We’ve been working 
well together on offense 
and we’ve been moving the 
ball,” head coach Brad Male 
said. “Our communication 
is picking up and that’s 
been a difference for us. 
It was unfortunate that we 
conceded two goals in the 
last few minutes, but I’m 
happy with where we’re 
at on offense and we’re 
looking for our team to 
keep communicating and 
moving the ball.”

Senior Diego Salazar 
and sophomore Kevin Oro-
zco each scored goals for the 

Hubs (3-6-2, 1-3 Interstate 
8), who took a 1-0 lead after 
Casillas converted a penalty 
kick during the ninth min-
ute. Rochelle didn’t hold 
the advantage for long, as 
Belvidere capitalized on a 
series of through balls dur-
ing the first half. 

The Bucs tied the match 
in the 14th minute before 
scoring goals in the 21st and 
33rd minutes to command 
a 3-1 lead. Belvidere com-
piled a staggering 55 shots 
and 45 shots on goal in the 
match, but the Bucs drew 
14 offside calls that stalled 
their momentum.

“Alberto’s an aggressive 
player and he puts himself 
in the right positions,” Male 
said. “He’s in there all of the 
time and I continue stressing 
for him to be aggressive and 
move to the ball. I think that 
if he can communicate with 
his teammates a little more, 
he’ll score even more.”

Casillas brought Belvi-
dere within one goal near 
the end of the first half, 
sending a long shot into 
the air and into the back 
of the net during the 38th 
minute. Rochelle found an 
equalizer early in the second 
half, with Casillas assist-
ing Orozco during the 51st 
minute to tie the score at 
3-3. An immediate answer 
from the Bucs sparked a 
seesaw battle throughout 

the second half, with the 
Bucs scoring in the 52nd 
minute and Salazar answer-
ing for the Hubs during the 
64th minute.

Both teams exchanged 
goals as the second half 
wound down, with the Bucs 

regaining the lead in the 
68th minute and Casillas 
completing his hat trick for 
the Hubs during the 73rd 
minute. A controversial 
call resulted in a red card 
for sophomore goalkeeper 
Antonio Hueramo, who 

had 19 saves in the match, 
during the 76th minute. 
With Hueramo sidelined, 
Belvidere went on the at-
tack, clinching the win with 
back-to-back unanswered 
goals in the 76th and 79th 
minutes.

“We’re dealing with a 
few injuries and we had a red 
card come from the match 
today,” Male said. “I think 
we’re a strong team when 
we’re healthy, but we’re 
having to move some play-
ers around right now.”

Sophomore Heilly Zepeda battles with Belvidere’s Angel Garcia during the Rochelle Hub varsity soccer match 
against the Bucs on Saturday morning.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)


