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Have a Happy & Safe Halloween!Have a Happy & Safe Halloween!

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its Oct. 10 meeting, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved 
an ordinance adopting an 
updated comprehensive 
plan and land-use map for 
the city. 

The comprehensive 
plan is the framework, or 
blueprint, for future devel-
opment and revitalization 
based on a thorough assess-
ment of existing conditions, 
trends, goals and objectives 
for the future. The plan was 
reviewed by a commit-
tee along with the city’s 
Planning & Zoning Com-
mission. It had not been 
updated since 2016 and a 
new plan is recommended 
every 5-7 years. 

“Our municipal code 
is really what governs 
what’s allowed in districts 
and what can actually go 
where,” City Community 
Development Director Mi-
chelle Pease said. 

See CITY page 2

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

KINGS — On Oct. 
24, the committee that put 
together a reunion of Kings 
School alumni presented a 
donation of nearly $4,000 
worth of classroom mate-
rials and funds to current 
teachers at Kings Elemen-
tary School.

The Kings School alum-
ni picnic was held Aug. 
27 and celebrated over 
140 years of educating 
students. It was open to all 
current and former Kings 
School students or staff and 
their families. The event 
was held at the school and 
included food, memories 
and memorabilia from 
the school’s history. Over 
300 people attended and 
a donation account for 
the event was set up at 
Holcomb Bank. Leftover 
funds were planned to go to 
current Kings teachers and 
students, and that donation 
was given Oct. 24. 

“It started with an idea 
last fall,” Reunion Com-
mittee Member Dawn 
Hayenga Somers said. 

Kings school reunion committee, 
attendees donate to current teachers

‘When you go to school... together, you become a family’

On Oct. 24, the committee that put together a reunion of Kings School alumni presented a donation of nearly 
$4,000 worth of classroom materials and funds to current teachers at Kings Elementary School.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

“Somebody said, ‘You 
know, we should get to-
gether.’ It was going to 
be just a few of us. To be 
quite honest, my brother 
turned 80 in March and I 
looked at him and thought 
that there’s a lot of older 

people who aren’t going 
to be around a whole lot 
longer that went to school 
at Kings and it’s time we 
get them together. I’m into 
history and I’m writing up 
the history of White Rock 
and I’ve been writing 

the history of the school. 
It goes back almost 145 
years. It was time we did 
something before we’re 
too old to do anything. We 
started meeting in Febru-
ary and we met monthly 
and the little seed of an 

idea grew into 300 people 
showing up. We had over 
$6,000 in donations. By the 
time we got everything for 
the reunion paid for, we had 
almost $4,000 left.”

See KINGS page 2

City updates 
comprehensive 
plan for future

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — As of 
Oct. 27, Ralfie’s BBQ and 
Catering officially opened 
The 302, the business’s 
new catering kitchen and 
meeting room at 410 Cherry 
Ave. in downtown Rochelle, 
Owners Ralf and Tricia 
Herrera said Oct. 25. 

Ralfie’s BBQ and Ca-
tering has been in business 
since 2009. What started 
on a small scale of selling 
kebabs and pork chops 
became catering a few 
small weddings a year to 
now offering full-service 
catering and serving at 35-
40 weddings and more per 
year. The business outgrew 
its previous kitchen space 
and will now have a place 
to cook, get orders to cus-
tomers and host gatherings, 
events and meetings.

“When we came across 
this building, it was more 
space than we needed,” 
Tricia Herrera said. “We had 
this whole other side of it, 
and kicked around a lot of 
ideas. We decided to make it 
a venue. It’s very small and 
intimate, it’s only up to 90 
people. It’s not a restaurant 
or anything like that. It’s just 

Ralfie’s BBQ and Catering opens new 
kitchen and meeting room downtown

‘It means we can expand and add to our business’

As of Oct. 27, Ralfie’s BBQ and Catering officially opened The 302, the business’s 
new catering kitchen and meeting room at 410 Cherry Ave. in downtown 
Rochelle, Owners Ralf and Tricia Herrera said Oct. 25. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

a place where if you need 
to have a business meeting, 
baby or bridal shower or 
even a family event, it can 
be done here in this space. 
It’s fully media capable. We 
had our first event here this 
week. To us, it means we 
can expand and add to our 
business. And it’s a central-
ly-located location for us.”

Ralf Herrera said he’s 
wanted a kitchen space 

for about five years. When 
he was thinking about ex-
panding, he reached out to 
Tim Bruns of Bruns Con-
struction, who told him he 
recently purchased the 410 
Cherry Ave. building from 
the City of Rochelle and 
brought it back into work-
ing order after it had been 
condemned. 

“He said it would be an 
ideal place for us,” Ralf 

Herrera said. “It was a little 
big for us, but we still had 
room over here to expand 
later. We really needed a 20-
by-30 commercial kitchen 
with some storage space and 
a garage. That’s how it came 
to be. It was a lot of work. It 
was a lot of scheduling with 
contractors and how busy 
everybody is.”

See RALFIE’S page 5
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Location:
Mendota Civic Center

Saturday,
November 11, 2023

10 a.m.-3 p.m.

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, 
Mendota, IL*Sip-n-Shop*

30 + 
Vendors

    Holiday
Craft & 

Vendor Fair

10
16

20
23

Free Admission
Free Parking
Free Admission
Free Parking

815-562-4440 • servicenowhomeservices.com

815-562-4440

RNLSPEC

Local utility rebates may be available
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Word of the reunion 
spread through Facebook 
and the group Remember-
ing Kings Consolidated 
School. 

“It was just phenome-
nal, the people that were 
interested in it,” Hayenga 
Somers said. “We didn’t 
charge. We just asked 
people to come and bring 
a dish to pass. We had so 
much food that it lined up 
the length of the gym and 
we couldn’t even get it all 
out on the table. It was one 
big family picnic.”

Donated materials Oct. 
24 included tablets, art 
supplies and sports equip-
ment. Teachers were also 
given money to spend for 

their classrooms at their 
discretion. 

The Kings School Re-
union Committee includes 
Hayenga Somers, Becky 
and Homer Bailey, Deb 
Schiller, Deb Bruns Hahn, 
Dawn Peters Smith, Julie 
Tobler Mann, Sandy Ad-
ams Pelka & Rich Pelka, 
Becky Rowley Danner 
& Tim Danner, and Hal 
Hayes. Hayenga Somers 
and Schiller said the re-
union saw attendees from 
across the United States.

“When you go to school 
kindergarten through 
eighth grade together, you 
become a family,” Schiller 
said. “A lot of people told 
me, ‘I wasn’t going to miss 
this. I don’t care if I go to 
my high school reunion, 

but I would not miss this.’ 
People came from Texas, 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin 
and Arizona. And people 
asked when we’d be doing 
it again.”

H a y e n g a  S o m e r s 
said the committee was 
“knocked over” by the 
amount of people that at-
tended the reunion, which 
filled the Kings gym. She 
believes the windfall of 
donations came in because 
people knew the leftover 
funds would go to support 
current teachers.

The committee asked 
Kings teachers for wish 
lists of up to about $300 per 
class, and the committee 
was able to buy everything 
that was on the wish lists. 

“We just know funds are 

Word of the reunion spread through Facebook and the group Remembering Kings Consolidated School. Donated materials Oct. 24 included tablets, art supplies and 
sports equipment. Teachers were also given money to spend for their classrooms at their discretion. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

KINGS: Reunion committee presents donation on Tuesday
tight,” Hayenga Somers 
said. “I’ve been on a 
school board in the past, 
and funding is tight and 
the teachers are having to 
provide a lot of things for 
their classrooms for the 
kids. And that’s not from 
the reunion committee, 
that’s from all the people 
that made the donations.”

Peters Smith said that 
while a lot of the alumni 
of Kings School no longer 
live in the village, the 
support is still seen. 

“Once you’re a Kings 
person, you’re always 
a Kings person,” Peters 
Smith said.

Hayenga Somers said 
that small-town people 
coming together is a tra-
dition at Kings and in the 

other communities with 
feeder schools to Rochelle. 
She enjoyed seeing those 
that came to the reunion 
and hopes current Kings 
students will have their 
own one day.

“They’re rural com-
munities and they support 
each other,” Hayenga 
Somers said. “It’s like 
when the tornado came 
through. You support 
your neighbor. There is 
no isolation. It’s a family 
atmosphere. A lot of us 
have moved out of the 
Kings area. But this is still 
our home base and where 
we grew up. This is our 
family. It was nice seeing 
people from years ago. If 
anything, I wish that the 
kids here today have that 

kind of feeling. I’m hoping 
they come out of here with 
that. As a society, I don’t 
know that that is as strong 
as it was 50 years ago. 
But it’s definitely lasted 
with us.”

To close the donation 
event on Oct. 24 following 
teachers receiving their 
new classroom materials 
and funds, Ed Rice spoke. 

“I want to thank all of 
you teachers and leaders of 
kids for doing such a great 
job to keep light in this 
community,” Rice said. 
“That’s what you’re doing, 
is keeping this community 
alive. Because if you’re 
not here, there’s not much 
left. Congratulations to 
you, and keep up the good 
work.”

From page 1

“But our comprehensive 
plan just gives us an idea 
of how we can grow in 
those directions that our 
municipal code supports. 
We did workshops with 
the community. I’m excited 

that it’s done. This is the 
second time that I’ve gone 
through the comprehen-
sive plan. It’s a great way 
for you to be able to learn 
what we’ve done to kind of 
get down in the weeds and 
understand what the city 
has done and what we want 

to do next. Going through 
this comprehensive plan, 
we accomplished a lot, so 
it was good to look back on 
that. In another 5-7 years, 
we’ll do it again.”

Several updates were 
made in the new plan, such 
as the Northern Gateway 

CITY: Fiegenschuh discusses updated comprehensive plan
TIF district, the estab-
lishment of the National 
Historic District in the 
downtown area, enterprise 
zones, and major invest-
ments to infrastructure. 
New development was also 
updated in the plan to in-
clude Wheatland Tube, the 
Rochelle Transload Center, 
Pilot Travel Center, Love’s 
Travel Stop, Starbucks, 
Majeski Motors, Hub City 
Self Storage, Kwik Star, 
Tesla Charging Stations, 
Benny’s Corner Market, 
Breakthru Beverage and 
several other projects.

City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh said the com-
prehensive plan is a policy 
statement, similar to a 
budget or strategic plan. 
The city’s comprehensive 
plan guides the city on 
where and how it wants the 
community to grow, he said. 
A land-use map is included 
in the plan to dictate where 
certain types of zoning are 
slated for the future. 

“They looked at what’s 
important to us and the 
other taxing districts we 
work with,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “It’s hard to get people 
excited about a comprehen-
sive plan, but it really is the 
guide for how you’re going 
to grow your community in 
the future and it needs to be 
updated continuously. It’s 
a policy statement by the 
mayor and council. When 
it’s approved, it says where 

they see the town going in 
the next 5-7 years and the 
budget and strategic plan 
are how we’re going to get 
there.”

One of the most looked-
at topics in the comprehen-
sive planning process was 
Rochelle’s need for more 
housing. City officials 
looked at where they would 
like to see housing growth 
of different types, which is 
an aspect of the land-use 
map. 

The city manager said 
the housing issue is what 
he found most unique in the 
comprehensive planning 
process, and the updated 
plan’s land-use map will 
ensure the city is prepared 
when housing opportunities 
come about. 

“If you have a big sub-
division that is low-density 
residential, does putting a 
big factory in the middle of 
it make sense? Absolutely 
not,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“Your land-use map guides 
you with that. We clearly 
have a need for housing 
right now. Single-family 
and all kinds of housing. 
In reading that from the 
previous plan, they talked 
about it back then. But it’s 
really an issue now. That 
was before the pandemic 
and when interest rates 
were seven percent when 
we had a higher inventory 
of different types of housing 
available. I found the con-

versation of where we’re 
going to put more housing 
of all types unique.”

Fiegenschuh said that in 
5-7 years by the time the 
next comprehensive plan-
ning process takes place, 
he wants to have seen more 
growth and development in 
all of the city’s corridors, 
specifically in the southern 
corridor. 

“I would also like to 
see more development in 
the Northern Gateway TIF 
around Benny’s Corner 
Market and Breakthru 
Beverage,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “ I think there’s a lot 
of opportunities up there. 
I’m hoping in the next seven 
years that the Illinois Route 
251 reconstruction and 
expansion is done.”

More housing is another 
goal for the next 5-7 years, 
Fiegenschuh said, and he 
believes there are opportu-
nities for the city to partner 
with other taxing bodies to 
try to provide incentives 
for housing developers to 
locate in Rochelle. 

Industrial growth on the 
southern side of town will 
be another priority, along 
with the infrastructure 
and economic factors to 
support it. 

“Five to seven years 
sounds like a long time, but 
it really isn’t,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “The other reason 
I hope a lot happens is it 
will mean that the econo-
my remains strong and all 
the factors that are out of 
our town’s control like the 
state budget or the federal 
level will be resolved, so 
we can continue to grow 
and prosper here.”

The city manager 
thanked the  members of 
the volunteer Planning & 
Zoning Commission for 
their work on the compre-
hensive plan. 

“They came to meetings 
and provided input and they 
do a really good job and are 
very dedicated to making 
sure that we grow the right 
way,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“I’m super grateful to all 
of them. They’re not paid 
to be there. They were there 
volunteering their time 
because they care.”
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The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

OREGON — On Oct. 
18, the Village of Progress 
held its Annual Banquet. 
It recognized several indi-
viduals for their outstand-
ing service to the Village. 
Nicholas Smith received 
the Robert Stahl Friend-
ship Award. The John 
Herrmann Distinguished 
Improvement Award was 
given to Chris Martinez 
and the Robert Moehle 
Personal Achievement 
Award went to Adan 
Lopez. John Miller was 
singled out to receive 
the Carly Heller Special 
Olympian Award and 
Hope Huffstatler was 
acknowledged for her 

good sportsmanship with 
the Coach Cookie Warren 
Memorial Award. Megan 
Voss was honored with the 
Fred Smith Competitive 
Employment Award. 

In addition to extending 
recognition and thanks to 
those who work inside 
the Village, the night also 
provided an opportunity 
to recognize the gener-
osity of those outside our 
facility. The Village was 
honored to extend the 
Janie Etnyre Volunteer 
of the Year award to Tom 
Champley and Joanne 
Pennock. For many years 
now, Joanne and Tom, 
have brought their dogs 

to the Village to offer pet 
therapy. The staff have 
often talked about how 
their dogs show such en-
thusiasm for their work. 
Their visits are always a 
special time for those who 
attend the Village. Tom 
and Joanne are fulfilling 
their desire to bring joy to 
others. And the Village is 
fortunate to be the recip-
ient of their generosity. 
This award is a tribute 
to Joanne, Tom and their 
wonderful dogs. 

Finally, the Robert 
Stouffer Special Recog-
nition Award was given 
this year to the Rock River 
Center. Each month, the 

Village of Progress hosted annual banquet on Oct. 18
Robert Stouffer Special Recognition Award given to the Rock River Center

On Oct. 18, the Village of Progress held its Annual Banquet. Nicholas Smith received the Robert Stahl Friendship Award. The John Herrmann Distinguished Improvement 
Award was given to Chris Martinez and the Robert Moehle Personal Achievement Award went to Adan Lopez. John Miller was singled out to receive the Carly Heller Special 
Olympian Award and Hope Huffstatler was acknowledged for her good sportsmanship with the Coach Cookie Warren Memorial Award. Megan Voss was honored with the 
Fred Smith Competitive Employment Award. Finally, the Robert Stouffer Special Recognition Award was given this year to the Rock River Center.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Rock River Center has 
been very open to invit-
ing to men and women 
from the Village to their 
monthly activities. And 
their calendar is filled 
with a variety of options, 
such as BINGO, trivia, 
billiards, craft projects, 

magic shows, seasonal 
choirs and school bands 
– the list could go on and 
on. It’s in appreciation for 
the many opportunities the 
Rock River Center has cre-
ated, and in appreciation 
for their enthusiasm and 
hospitality. 

The Annual Banquet 
is more than a night of 
awards given and re-
ceived. It’s a night of 
thanks extended, and 
gratitude returned. And 
that is what makes it such 
a wonderful place to spend 
an evening.
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Visit our website at
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

R O C H E L L E  — 
Thomas L. Grimes Sr., 
78, began his eternal life 
on Tuesday, October 24, 
2023. Thomas was born 
on December 8,1944 in 
Tampico, IL. Thomas was 
preceded in death by his 
parents, Marvin and Etta 
Mae (Farmer) Grimes. 

Tom is survived by his 
loving wife of 58 years, 
Janet Grimes of Rochelle.  
He is also survived by his 
five brothers: Don, Gene, 
Steve, Ron and Doug 
Grimes; two sisters: Rita 
and Karen Grimes and 
two sons: Thomas L. Jr 
(Mary) Grimes of Dixon, 
IL and David A. (Victoria) 
Grimes of Dixon, KY. 
Tom has six grandchil-
dren: Devin, Michael, 
Tara, Ben, Emily and 
Dreyton and  three great 
grandchildren.

Anybody who knew 
Tom could attest to the 

fact that he was a man 
of great faith, living 
everyday in a way that 
glorified his Lord and 
Savior. Tom’s greatest 
desire was for everyone 
with whom he came in 
contact to know the story 
of the gospel of Jesus. 
Tom spent his early career 
as a carpenter prior to 
working in retail lumber. 

His most important 
job was the work he per-
formed for his Lord at 
several different churches 
including Fifth Avenue 
Baptist, Creston Baptist, 
Hillcrest Baptist, General 
Baptist and Harvest Bap-
tist Church. He played 
several key roles includ-
ing song leader, Sunday 
school teacher, deacon 
and fill-in pastor as need-
ed. He leaves behind a 
Christian family that is 
celebrating his passing to 
his eternal home.

Visitation will be from 
5:00 - 7:00 P.M., Thurs-
day, October 26, 2023 at 
the Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th St., 
Rochelle.  

The funeral service 
will be at 10:00 A.M., 
Friday, October 27 at the 
funeral home.  Burial 
will follow the service at 
Trinity Memory Gardens 
in Rochelle. Memorials 
may be made in Tom’s 
memory to the Harvest 
Baptist Church. 

Visit www.ungerhorn-
er.com to sign the online 
guest book.

OBITUARIES

Thomas L. Grimes Sr.

R O C K F O R D  — 
Charcuterie boards are 
fun to eat and make 
the perfect appetizer for 
entertaining. However, 
traditional charcuterie 

boards can be packed 
with sodium, nitrates, 
saturated fat and calories. 
Instead of a traditional 
board, treat your family 
and friends to a healthier 

option this holiday season 
by making simple modi-
fications. 

Join us Thursday, Nov. 
9, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at 
the Winnebago County 

University of Illinois Ex-
tension office at 1040 N. 
Second St. in Rockford. 
During this workshop, 
learn what a charcuterie 
board is, what elements 

U of I Extension is hosting a healthy holiday charcuterie boards workshop
go into making a tradi-
tional board, the nuances 
of selecting a board or 
platter, how to make mod-
ifications to enjoy without 
feeling guilty, and food 
safety tips. Leave with 
inspiration and resources 
to make a healthy and de-
licious charcuterie board 
this holiday season.

Register for this hol-
iday program by calling 
the Extension office at 

(815) 986-4357 or visit 
us online at go.illinois.
edu/jsw. There is a $5 fee, 
which will cover the edu-
cational session. Space is 
limited, so register today! 
If you need an accom-
modation to participate, 
please let our office know 
when you register. 

Early requests are 
strongly encouraged to 
allow sufficient time to 
meet your access needs.

ROCHELLE —St. 
Paul Lutheran School re-
cently released honor roll 
information for the first 
quarter of the 2023-2024 
school year. 

High honor roll: Naomi 
Bresson, Ashley Car-
michael, Michael Cox, 
Caden Hatfield, Noah 
Hayden, Riley Heal, Jack 
Olson, Charlie Franken-
berry, Sophia Mueller, 

Ty Vongsiri, Axel Alsop, 
Joey Chadwick, Annaliese 
Cox, Esam Farraj, Elijah 
Good, Makenzie Johnson, 
Jillian Bruns, Mackenzie 
Bybee, Cohen Haedt, 
DeLaney Heal, Mia Heit-
kamp, Tyler Johnson and 
Elijah Schweitzer. 

Honor roll: Jimmy 
Chadwick, Leylani Farraj, 
Dacid Gillette, Madelynn 
McRoberts, Ivan Olson, 

St. Paul Lutheran School names 
2023-2024 first quarter honor roll

Noah Osborne, Gavin 
Smith, Katie Suneson, 
Ayla True, Leni Haedt, 
Jackson Hartnett, Reed 
Rowley, Taylor Thomas, 
Chase Atkinson, Braxton 
Bruns, Hailey Chapman, 
Owen Heitkamp, Quinn 
Miller, Om Shah, Vincent 
Tornabene, Kayle True, 
Tyson Carmichael, An-
drew Eyster, Austin Hart-
nett and Maggie Suneson.

Roberts Armory World War II museum will be open to the public in honor of 
Veterans’ Day on Sunday, Nov. 5 from 1-4 p.m. The Higgins Boat will be open for 
viewing, weather permitting.  The next opening will be Memorial Day 2024.  To 

get to the museum, follow the signs on the Army truck at Illinois Route 251 & 
Intermodal Drive (approximately three miles).  Many World War II artifacts are on 
display including tanks, trucks, cannons and Rochelle News-Leader newspapers 

from 1945 presenting photographs of Rochelle residents who served during 
World War II. More information is available on the Rochelle website at: http://

www.enjoyrochelle.com/online-directory/what-to-do/history-attractions/
robert-s-armory.html. There is no admission charge.

Roberts Armory WWII Museum open 
for Veterans Day on Nov. 5

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

ROCHELLE — A Ro-
chelle man was found guilty 
of attempted aggravated 
arson and possession of 
an explosive device stem-
ming from an August 2022 
incident on Cherry Avenue 
involving a molotov cock-
tail, an Oct. 26 Ogle County 
State’s Attorney press re-
lease said.

On Oct. 26, Adam K. 
Bergeron, 25, of Rochelle 
was found guilty of those 
charges by the Honorable 
Judge John B. Roe after a 
bench trial. 

On Aug. 7, 2022, the 
Rochelle Police Depart-
ment responded to the 400 
block of Cherry Avenue 
in regards to a Molotov 

cocktail that was thrown at 
the building located at 406 
Cherry Avenue. During the 
investigation, the defendant 
was developed as a suspect. 
The case was reviewed by 
the Ogle County State’s At-
torney’s Office and charges 
were authorized. Bergeron is 
scheduled to be sentenced 
on Dec. 14 at 3 p.m.

Man found guilty after downtown incident

ROCHELLE — On 
Oct. 25, Zachary T. Taylor, 
28, of Rochelle was arrested 
for aggravated battery. He 
was released on a notice to 
appear with a Nov. 17 Ogle 
County court date.

On Oct. 22, Mya N. 
Finnestad, 18, of Rochelle 
was arrested for criminal 
trespass to property. She 
was released on a notice to 
appear with a Nov. 3 Ogle 
County court date.

On Oct. 25, Anmarie 
Kuntz, 32, of Rochelle was 
arrested for criminal trespass 
to property, possession of 
drug paraphernalia and 
unlawful possession of a 

controlled substance. She 
was released on a notice to 
appear with a Nov. 17 Ogle 
County court date.

On Oct. 25, Maria D. 
Castro Belmonte, 53 of 
Rochelle was cited for 
disobeying a stop sign. She 
signed a notice to comply 
and respond and was given a 
Nov. 17 Rochelle court date.

On Oct. 25, Pablo F. 
Lopez, 21, of Rochelle was 
arrested for driving under 
the influence, driving while 
license suspended, resist-
ing a peace officer and an 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrant. Lopez was also 
cited for failure to report an 

accident and failure to give 
information after striking 
property. He was released 
on a notice to appear with a 
Nov. 3 Ogle County court 
date.

On Oct. 26, Thomas A. 
Puleo, 54, of Rockford was 
cited for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid and accident. 
He signed a notice to comply 
and respond and was given a 
Nov. 17 Rochelle court date.

On Oct. 27, Jacob L. 
Hoskins, 29, of Rochelle 
was arrested for domestic 
battery and transferred.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty. 

OREGON — On Oct. 
25, deputies with the assis-
tance of the Stillman Valley 
Fire Department responded 
to Meridian Road and Kish-
waukee Road for a reported 
one-vehicle accident with 
injuries. After a brief inves-
tigation, it was determined 
that a Nissan Rogue driven 
by Florije Zeqiri, 47, of 
Rockford, failed to nego-
tiate the curve and left the 
roadway. The vehicle struck 
an embankment before 
becoming airborne. Zeqiri 
and 19-year-old passenger 
Besiana Zeqiri of Rockford 
were transported to the 
Swedish American Hospital 
for apparent minor injuries. 
Florije Zeqiri was cited for 
improper lane usage.

On Oct. 25, deputies re-

sponded to the 6,000 block 
of North Freeport Road 
for a two-vehicle crash. A 
preliminary investigation 
revealed a vehicle being 
driven by Rafael Santos, 
41, of Freeport, was trav-
eling northbound when it 
crossed the center line and 
collided with a southbound 
vehicle being driven by Ga-
briel Goldsmith, 43, of Free-
port. Goldsmith sustained 
fatal injuries as a result of 
the crash. Santos sustained 
serious injuries and was 
transported to Freeport 
Memorial Hospital, where 
he was later transferred to 
OSF Saint Anthony Hos-
pital in Rockford.  Santos 
was issued citations for 
no valid driver’s license, 
improper lane usage and 

driving under the influence 
of alcohol. Deputies were 
assisted at the scene by For-
reston Fire/EMS, Polo Fire/
EMS, and the Ogle County 
Coroner’s Office.  The crash 
remains under investigation 
with future charges pending. 

On Oct. 26, deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
Shell Gas Station in Grand 
Detour. After a brief inves-
tigation, deputies arrested, 
Christopher Rasmussen, 46, 
of Grand Detour, for driv-
ing while license revoked. 
Rasmussen was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail and 
released with a notice to 
appear. Rasmussen was also 
issued a citation for a seatbelt 
violation.

All individuals are inno-
cent until proven guilty. 

ROCHELLE — The 
Hansen’s Halloween House 
is set to host a spooktacular 
haunting for all ages! This 
family friendly event is 
located at 1021 4th Ave. and 
will start at 5 p.m. and goes 
until 8 p.m. on Halloween, 
Tuesday, Oct. 31. This is a 
free event, however Karl 
and Dhana Hansen, and their 
family, wanted to give back 
to their community. They are 
partnering with the Rochelle 
Area Community Founda-
tion (RACF) to raise funds 
for the RACF Endowment 
Fund. 

This fund is the largest 
endowment at the foun-
dation and is responsible 
for granting funds to local 
area nonprofits through the 

competitive Community 
Needs Grants process. A 
donation box will be onsite 
to collect money should you 
wish to donate.  This year the 
display will feature a mash up 
of iconic movie scenes. See 
how many movie clues you 
can find as you make your 
way through the path. The 
yard will not be open until 
trick or treat times, but we 
encourage guests to view 
from the sidewalk or car. 
New things added every 
night. 

“As always we thank 
you for your support and 
generous donations for our 
community. We hope to 
keep this a tradition for years 
to come,” Karl and Dhana 
Hansen said. 

“It is an honor to be the 
recipient of donations made 
to the Hansen’s Halloween 
House for the second year 
in a row,” RACF Executive 
Director Emily Anaya said. 
“We appreciate that the 
Hansen family has found 
a creative way to fundraise 
while delivering a spooky 
family experience for all. 
It just shows how much 
they, and others, truly care 
and support our Rochelle 
community.”

If you are looking for 
more information about the 
Hansen’s Halloween House, 
or just have questions, please 
call the Rochelle Area Com-
munity Foundation at 815-
561-3600 or email director@
rochellefoundation.org.

Hansen’s Halloween to host Oct. 
31 event, raise money for RACF
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 
61068. Phone: 815-562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 10:00 
am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during am service; Bible Study Tuesday 
10:00 am and Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.com Email: 
thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available 
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know Christ and to Proclaim Christ 
in Word and Deed” -19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of Perry 
Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson, Pastor. Coffee 
Hour starts at 9:00 a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult Bible Study 
are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. and is broadcast live on Facebook. 
Go to our website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click on the link there. 
A Grief Support Group meets the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. 
Call or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@gmail.com with questions 
or for more information. Also check us out at www.facebook.com/Calvary-
Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We 
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also 
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com. 
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church - 
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois 
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. 
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday 
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School 
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information. 
facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known Through 
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online 
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on 
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also e-mail Pastor 
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to 
join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist Church of Rochelle invites 
you to experience our practical Bible services which have nurseries provided 
in every service along with a wide range of children’s and teen ministries.  
Sunday School is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 am and 1:00 
pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 5 yr. 
olds thru 6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 6:30 pm for 7th 
– 12th grades and the Adult Bible Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist Church is 
located 6 blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. and 8th Ave. in 
Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more information .  Listen at 8:30 am Sunday 
mornings on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible Message.” www.
firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. 
We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev. 
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am and 10:30am. In person or 
streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/  
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 
815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. 
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook! 
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am. 
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at 
10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship 
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the 
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for 
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops 
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community 
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday 
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes 
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship 
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion. 
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15, 
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and 
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship 
service.  We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of 
every month, and on other appropriate occasions.  Youth group is on Sunday 
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects, 
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together.  Some 
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping 
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on 
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences 
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness.  Youth group is for grades 
6-12 and friends are always welcome.  Recorded services are available on our 
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are 
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page 
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Thomas Paisley.  Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is 
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is 
welcome and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; 
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), 
PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 
AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday 
8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or 
by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director 
of Religious Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth 
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information 
about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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Tricia Herrera is the 
executive director of the 
Rochelle Chamber of Com-
merce. For 15 years during 
her involvement with the 
chamber and the city, she’s 
been telling people in and 
around the community that 
downtown Rochelle is the 
place to open a business, 
which is what she and her 
husband have now done. 

“At every chamber event 
I talk about how exciting it is 
and how new businesses are 
opening up,” Tricia Herrera 
said. “The downtown area 
really is coming alive and 
the city has done an amazing 
job with beautification. This 
downtown location was 
ideal for us. This felt like 
the best home for us.”

The previous kitchen 
Ralfie’s BBQ and Cater-
ing used had some space 
difficulties when orders 
became larger, which led the 
business to rent commercial 
spaces for cooking, which 
wasn’t cost-effective. Now, 

the space on Cherry Avenue 
will allow for an easier 
experience for the Herreras 
and their employees. It will 
also allow for a pickup lo-
cation for customers. 

Ralf Herrera said his 
business has been lucky to 
have “great people” work-
ing for it, and thanked them 
for their work over years of 
growth. Some have worked 
for Ralfie’s BBQ through 
their high school years into 
college.

“We always say the kids 
that work for us are our fam-
ily, and they truly are family 
to us,” Tricia Herrera said.

The new space will 
allow for Ralfie’s BBQ 
and Catering to work more 
than one event in a day with 
the bigger capacity. Tricia 
Herrera said the business 
is always planning for the 
future and how it can grow. 
She believes the potential is 
simply as hard as they want 
to work, but putting love 
and care into their products 
and customer service will 
remain their top priorities.

The Herreras were both 
born and raised in Rochelle, 
and they said working in and 
being part of the community 
is “very special” to them. 

“We couldn’t do what 
we do without customers,” 
Tricia Herrera said. “I know 
that seems basic, but it’s 
the truth. We always say 
that we’re appreciative 
of people that order one 
kebab all the way up to 
the people that book us 
for a 500-guest wedding. 
They’re all important to us 
and we couldn’t be more 
appreciative of that. Cus-
tomers have now become 
like friends and family to us. 
That’s just very important to 
us. This is our community 
and home. This is where we 
want to be and we want to 
share in those events with 
all of those people.”

The 302 name is in honor 
of the house number of the 
home Tricia grew up in. The 
business’s LLC name is the 
Herrera BBQ Company in 
honor of Ralf’s parents, 
who have both passed away. 

RALFIE’S: New downtown location opens for business

When the decision came to 
name the brick and mortar 
location, the couple chose to 
honor Tricia’s late parents. 

“We lived in Rochelle,” 
Tricia Herrera said. “My 
parents raised us primarily 
in that location. That’s very 
important to Ralf and I, to 
honor our families. That’s 
who made us. Our work 
ethic, customer service 

and people skills all came 
from our parents. We need 
to honor that. That was the 
Wagner house address I 
was raised in. Like the song 
says, that was the house that 
built me.”

At each chamber of 
commerce ribbon cutting 
that Tricia Herrera leads 
for a new business that 
opens, she states her and 

the community’s support 
for the owners. At her and 
her husband’s own ribbon 
cutting on Nov. 3, they’ll see 
that support from a different 
perspective.

“Now Ralf and I can 
see it from the other side,” 
Tricia said. “We know 
what that’s like to just be 
supported. And that’s very 
special to us.”

Ralfie’s BBQ and Catering has been in business since 2009. What started on a 
small scale of selling kebabs and pork chops became catering a few small 
weddings a year to now offering full-service catering and serving at 35-40 
weddings and more per year.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Ron
Kern

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 

necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 

of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 

phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 

made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 

will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters from candidates endorsing themselves will not 
be printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office 
(211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 

Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) 
The News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 
the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do 

not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales     kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

EVEN with win-
ter quickly ap-
proaching it’s 

still football season. The 
high school playoffs have 
started. In college most 
of the pretenders for the 
championship have been 
weeded out. And we are 
about halfway through 
the NFL season.

So for the heck of 
it; and because I can’t 
come up with an original 
thought for this column 
let’s have a chuckle or 
two over some of my 
favorite football quotes.

“The reason women 
don’t play football is 
because 11 of them would 
never wear the same 
outfit in public.” -Phyllis 
Diller 

“I don’t know wheth-
er I prefer Astroturf to 
grass. I never smoked 
Astroturf.” -Joe Namath  

“I have 2 weapons; 

my arms, my legs and 
my brain.” -Michael Vick

“Football is, after all, 
a wonderful way to get 
rid of your aggressions 
without going to jail.”  
Woody Hayes 

“Football isn’t a con-
tact sport; it’s a colli-
sion sport. Dancing is 
a contact sport.” -Vince 
Lombardi

“Thanksgiving din-
ners take 18 hours to pre-
pare. They are consumed 
in 12 minutes. Half times 
take 12 minutes. This is 
not coincidence.” -Erma 
Bombeck

“Nobody in football 
should be called a genius. 
A genius is a guy like 
Norman Einstein.” -Joe 
Theismann

“If my mother put on a 
helmet and shoulder pads 
and a uniform that wasn’t 
the same as the one I was 
wearing, I’d run over her 

if she was in my way. And 
I love my mother.” -Bo 
Jackson

“Pro football is like 
nuclear warfare. There 
are no winners, only sur-
vivors.” -Frank Gifford

“Baseball players are 
smarter than football 
players. How of-
ten do you see 
a baseball team 
penalized for too 
many men on the 
field?” -Jim Bou-
ton

“Sure ,  l uck 
means a lot in foot-
ball. Not having a 
good quarterback 
is bad luck.” -Don 
Shula

“Most football play-
ers are temperamental. 
That’s 90 percent temper 
and 10 percent mental.” 
-Doug Plank

“Sharks are as tough 
as those football fans 

who take their shirts off 
during games in Chicago 
in January, only more 
intelligent.” -Dave Barry

“We can’t run. We 
can’t pass. We can’t stop 
the run. We can’t stop the 
pass. We can’t kick. Other 
than that, we’re just not a 

very good football 
team right now.” 
-Bruce Coslet

“When I went 
to Catholic high 
school in Phila-
delphia, we just 
had one coach 
for football and 
basketball .  He 
took all of us who 
turned out and had 

us run through a forest. 
The ones who ran into the 
trees were on the football 
team.” -George Raveling

“If you’re mad at your 
kid, you can either raise 
him to be a nose tackle or 
send him out to play on 

the freeway. It’s about the 
same.” -Bob Golic

“Football combines 
the two worst things 
about America: it is 
violence punctuated by 
committee meetings.” 
-George Will

“I have seen women 
walk right past a TV set 
with a football game on 
and - this always amazes 
me - not stop to watch, 
even if the TV is showing 
replays of what we call 
a ‘good hit,’ which is a 
tackle that causes at least 
one major internal organ 
to actually fly out of a 
player’s body.” -Dave 
Barry

“American football 
makes rugby look like a 
Tupperware party.” -Sue 
Lawley

“Motivation is simple. 
You eliminate those who 
are not motivated.” -Lou 
Holtz

“If a man watches 
three football games 
in a row, he should be 
declared legally dead.” 
-Erma Bombeck

“I never graduated 
from Iowa, but I was 
only there for two terms 
- Truman’s and Eisen-
hower’s.” -Alex Karras

“Football: A sport that 
bears the same relation to 
education that bullfight-
ing does to agriculture.” 
-Elbert Hubbard

“You guys line up al-
phabetically by height.” 
-Bill Peterson

“The Rose Bowl is 
the only bowl I’ve ever 
seen that I didn’t have to 
clean.” -Erma Bombeck

“You guys pair up 
in groups of three, then 
line up in a circle.” -Bill 
Peterson

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

PRESENTISM: 
The introduction 
of present-day 

ideas and perspectives 
into depictions or inter-
pretations of the past. Or 
simply stated, can you read 
or write history without 
judging what happened 
then through the lens of 
what we believe now? This 
story is an opportunity to 
test your ability to read his-
tory without personal bias. 

The story opens in Bur-
lington, Iowa. Mary Harris 
was born into a poor Irish 
immigrant family. By the 
age of nine Mary was out 
of school and working 
in a millinery shop (hat 
making). Adoniram J. Bur-
roughs (Judson) owned a 
store a few doors away. 
One day Judson entered 
the millinery shop and 
immediately noticed Mary. 
20-year-old Judson fell in 
love with 9-year-old Mary 
and courted her for the next 
three years. 

Things turned for the 
worst for Judson, for un-
recorded reasons he was 

“kicked out” of his church 
and his business failed. 
There seemed to be no 
future for Judson in the 
town of Burlington so 
he headed east toward 
family and opportunity. It 
is at this time that Judson 
arrived in Lane (Rochelle). 
Judson Burroughs joined 
with A.H. Fields to open 
a lumber yard on the 
southwest corner of Cherry 
Avenue and Main Street. 
Sadly, Thornton Beatty 
had opened a lumber yard 
on Lincoln Avenue which 
was very successful. Jud-
son left the lumber yard 
after a couple years and 
moved on to Chicago to 
join his brother, John, who 
was well established in the 
“Big City”. A.H. Fields 
went into the butter and 
egg business and finally 
met with success. 

Judson found employ-
ment in Chicago and began 
a letter-writing campaign 
with Mary, professing his 
undying affection and 
desire to be wed as soon 
as he could become finan-

cially secure. The letter 
writing went on for years. 
Around 1861 Mary finally 
reached 18 years of age 
and Judson invited her to 
join him in Chicago. Mary 
and her friends assumed 
the reunion would lead 
to marriage, that was not 
the case.

Mary took a job with 
Louisa and Jane Delvin 
at their Chicago millinery 
shop. Judson was 
still looking for 
financial security. 
The 18-year-old 
Mary and 30-year-
old Judson made 
quite the scandal-
ous couple. Their 
activities were so 
scandalous that 
brother John, who 
happened to be president 
of the Chicago Theological 
Seminary, was forced to 
take action. John found 
steady work for Judson 
in Washington D.C. This 
solved two problems for 
John, Judson could now 
support himself and he 
and Mary would no longer 

be in John’s hometown. 
Judson moved to Wash-
ington and again began a 
letter-writing love affair 
with Mary. 

Things changed in 
1863. Mary received a 
letter from a secret admirer. 
The hand writing looked 
very similar to Judson’s 
but was unsigned and was 
asking for a rendezvous at 
a very suspect location, a 

house of prostitu-
tion. Mary did not 
know what to do so 
she asked advice 
from her employ-
ers,  the Delvin 
sisters. Soon a plan 
was made and a re-
turn letter was sent. 
The ladies then 
enquired of the post 

man as to the recipient of 
the letter. The postman 
identified a picture of Jud-
son as the man who sent the 
first letter and received the 
response. Mary was beside 
herself, why was Judson 
acting like he did not know 
her? Mary went to the only 
person she could think of 

for help, she sought the 
help of John Burroughs. 
John looked at the letters 
and immediately stated 
that the writing was not 
Judson’s and that Judson 
was in Washington and 
had been nowhere near 
Chicago. Mary left more 
distraught than when she 
had arrived. The next day 
Mary was reading the 
Chicago newspaper and 
came across an article 
announcing the marriage 
of Judson Burroughs, John 
Burroughs had officiated. 

Mary was devastated, 
she lost weight and suf-
fered from extreme mood 
swings. For days on end 
she laid in bed, unable to 
function. The Delvin sis-
ters became worried and 
called a doctor in hopes 
that the problems could be 
remedied. The doctor ex-
plained that Mary suffered 
from hysteria, probably 
caused by menstruation. 

It was in 1865 that 
Mary decided to travel to 
Washington D.C. to con-
front Judson. She told her 

friends that she was going 
to sue Judson for breach of 
promise. With borrowed 
money she purchased two 
items, a ticket to Wash-
ington and a pistol. Upon 
arrival Mary went to the 
Treasury Building where 
Judson was employed 
and asked for him at the 
entrance desk. The guard 
explained to Mary that she 
could not enter the facility 
but was allowed to wait for 
Judson at the exit door. So 
wait she did until Judson 
finished his work day. As 
Judson passed through the 
exit door Mary stepped 
behind him, leveled her 
pistol and shot him twice. 
Judson died immediately 
and Mary was taken into 
custody. The stage was 
set for a trial that would 
change the legal system 
to this day. 

Tom McDermott is a 
Flagg Township museum 
historian and Rochelle 
city councilman. Part two 
of this column will appear 
in the next edition of the 
News-Leader. 

DEAR editor,
The Kiwan-

is Golden K 
Club of Rochelle would 
like to extend a sincere 
thanks to the Rochelle 
community for making 
our recent Annual Pea-
nut Days an outstanding 
event. With your support 

we can continue our mis-
sion of providing student 
scholarships as well as 
funding many local youth 
activities.

We would like to es-
pecially thank the City 
of Rochelle, and Walmart 
for allowing us to take 
donations at their places 

of business.
The following busi-

nesses and individuals 
provided additional sup-
port:

Americold Logistics, 
Bearrows Real Estate 
and Auction Company, 
Bingham Construction, 
Berg Johnson Electric, 

Central Bank, City of 
Rochelle, Edward Jones 
Financial (Brad Stojan), 
Fearer Nye & Chadwick, 
Fishers Inc., First State 
Bank, Holcomb Bank, 
Cal Jacobs, Jeff Per-
ry Chevrolet, Johnson 
CPA, McKibben Family, 
Lanette Erickson, Little 

Hubs Learning Center, 
Ralph Papke, Lee Prunty, 
Rochelle Community 
Hospital, Rochelle Chi-
ropractic Clinic, Jeff 
Reif Family, Schafer 
Insurance, Steve’s Auto-
motive, Stillman Bank, 
T-Byrd Lanes. Tess, Crull 
and Arnquist LLC, and 

Upscale Portables.
Again, Thank-you for 

all your continued sup-
port. It is appreciated!

Chet Olson on behalf 
of the officers, board 
members and members 
of Rochelle Kiwanis 
Golden K

Love, betrayal and a murder that changed the legal system: Part 1

Tom 
McDermott

Ron Kern: My favorite football quotes

Letter: Thanks for support of Annual Peanut Days
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Oct. 30

Jack Powell
 

Oct. 31
Angel Weyhrauch
McKinley Moser

 

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU
October 31 – (Tuesday) – Happy Halloween!! - Chili, Hot 

Dogs, (Sauerkraut for hot dogs)
November 5 – NO SUNDAY BRUNCH
KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries

**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to 
check before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074

www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

Oct. 3 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 4 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Oct. 5 - Rochelle Police Dog, $25

Oct. 6 - Linda Alderks, Chana, $25

Oct. 7 - Rochelle Fire Fighter Social, $25

Oct. 8 - Calvin M. Jacobs, Rochelle, $50

Oct. 9 - Mic Brooks, Rochelle, $250

Oct. 10 - Jessica Mueller, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 11 - Jason Burdin, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 12 - MeLisa Young, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 13 - Jasmine Sarabia, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 14 - From the Heart, $25

Oct. 15 - Michele Perez, Rochelle, $50

Oct. 16 - From the Heart, $25

Oct. 17 - City of Rochelle, $25

Oct. 18 - Erica Walton, Moline, $25

Oct. 19 - Merry Mathis, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 20 - Emily Dysart, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 21 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Oct. 22 - Diane Cecil, Rochelle, $50

Oct. 23 - Bob Hammon, Sycamore, $25

Oct. 24 - From the Heart, $25

Oct. 25 - Jacob and Taylor Bigelow, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 26 - Debra Bonacquisti, Ashton, $25

Oct. 27 - David Beguin, City of Rochelle, $25

Oct. 28 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Oct. 29 - Doria Hardy, Rochelle, $25

ROCK ISLAND — Afi 
Gati, a biochemistry and 
public health major from 
Rochelle, was one of 30 
students to lead a public 
health focus group during 
Augustana College’s Oct. 
11 Symposium Day.

Symposium Day in-
cluded invited speakers, 
alumni, advising sessions 
and other events on this 
year’s theme of transfor-
mation.

More than 50 Augusta-
na students attended one 

of the seven public health 
focus groups, which sought 
to gather insight on sugges-
tions on how to transform 
health and well-being on 
Augsutana’s campus and 
in the surrounding com-
munity.

Gati’s focus group topic 
was access to food resourc-
es on Augie’s campus.

All focus group lead-
ers are enrolled in Prof. 
Rebecca Arnold’s health 
behavior and promotion 
class this fall.

The Rochelle Kiwanis Golden K Club recently surprised the Creston Elementary School with a recycled 
plastic bottle cap bench. They were greeted by Superintendent Stachlewitz. The Golden K sponsors the 

school’s Builders Club. Mr. Larry Wing is the Kiwanis advisor along with teacher advisor Ms. Lin. The picnic 
table is six feet long and weights 475 pounds. Builders Club members collect the bottle caps. The bottle caps 

are sorted, bagged, weighed and transported to Green Tree Plastics of Evansville, Indiana. A disassembled 
bench is brought back to Rochelle and assembled, then delivered to the site location. 

Kiwanis Golden K surprises Creston School with new bench

Rochelle’s Gati leads Augustana College 
Symposium Day public health focus group
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HUB NEWSHUB NEWS
What Is HappeningWhat Is Happening @ RTHS@ RTHS

NovemberNovember

817 W Lincoln Hwy Suite E
DeKalb, IL 60115
815-669-1599

Student Loans
We work with ISL Education Lending to offer private loans to help you pay 

for college as well as refinance existing student loans. ISL Education Lending 

is a nonprofit organization with decades of student loan experience offering 

lower-priced loans.*ISL Education Lending offers: Loans for college students. | A loan option 

for parents and family members who wish to borrow on behalf of a college 

student. | Multiple student loan refinance options. | In addition, they offer 

multiple scholarship opportunities and free college planning tools to help 

students and families avoid overborrowing and plan smart for life during 

and after college. | Learn more about ISL Education Lending’s offerings on 

their website.
Please Note:All loans offered by ISL Education Lending are subject to credit 

approval.Before applying for a private loan, we encourage you to first com-

plete the FAFSA, or Free Application for Federal Student Aid. You should 

also work with your college financial aid office to explore and exhaust all 

sources of student financial aid before seeking a private student loan.

*Northern Illinois  
Federal Credit Union is  

compensated by ISL 
Education Lending for 
the referral of student 

loan customers.

www.mynifcu.com

Nov. 2  RTHS ½ Day - Students 
Dismissed at 11:30am

Nov. 10  7:30 am Veterans Day 
Breakfast. All area 
Veterans invited to 
the breakfast. Per 
2 and 3 Veterans Day 
assembly auditorium

Nov. 17 & 18  Winter One Acts - Student-written, 
directed and produced Winter 
One Act Plays on stage. Tickets $2 
for students & educators. General 
Admission is $5. Curtain at 7:30pm

Nov. 21  Renaissance Study Hall release. 
Present your Renaissance card to 
reap rewards in the Teacher Lounge

Nov. 13-17  American Education Week
Nov. 22-24  Thanksgiving holiday NO classes 

RTHS or KEC
Nov. 29  8th Grade Curriculum Night

RTHS Mobile App: Go to the App store and search Rochelle Schools

Visit the RTHS Booster Club Hub Gear Store! This is a link to buy RTHS gear: https://bit.ly/3FeWX0U

RTHS School Events Calendar  
https://www.rochelleschools.org/o/rths/events?section_ids=302555

RTHS Athletics Events Calendar  
https://www.rochelleschools.org/o/rths/events?section_ids=319128
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RTHS Football

Hubs earn rematch with St. Francis
Rochelle set to travel for IHSA 5A First Round Playoff matchup Friday night

SPORTS NETTERS EARN AWARDS 
 
The Rochelle Lady Hub tennis team held 
its season-ending awards banquet. 
 
See page 5 for more details
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The Rochelle Hub varsity football team will face Wheaton St. Francis in the first round of the IHSA 5A Playoffs on Friday evening. The game 
will be played at Wheaton St. Francis and will begin at 7:30 p.m.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

RTHS Volleyball

Morris outlasts Rochelle in IHSA 3A Regional Semis
Sixth-seeded Lady Hubs fall to fourth-seeded Redskins 20-25, 25-16, 22-25

The Rochelle Lady Hubs celebrate a point during Tuesday’s IHSA 3A Regional Semifinal volleyball match 
against Morris. The Lady Hubs fell in three sets to finish with a 17-16 overall record this season.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

LASALLE — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
volleyball team appeared 
to be in control during the 
third set of its IHSA 3A 
LaSalle-Peru Regional 
Semifinal match against 
Morris on Tuesday.

Serving aggressively 
and playing quality defense 
on the back side, Rochelle 
charged out to a 12-6 
lead midway through the 
third set after dominating 
the Redskins for a nine-
point victory in the second 
set. Seeking to reach the 
regional championship 
match against LaSalle-Pe-
ru, the Lady Hubs seemed 
to be on their way, but a 
feverish rally from the 
Morris side ignited halfway 
through the third set, with a 
series of blocks sparking an 
11-4 run that tied the score 
at 17-17.

A key kill from junior 
Lauren Dyer late in the 
third set enabled Rochelle 
to sneak ahead 20-18, but 
the Redskins responded 
with three consecutive 
points including a service 
ace that forced a Lady Hub 
timeout with Rochelle trail-
ing 21-20. With the match 
in the balance, Morris 
looked to one of its best 
players in outside hitter 

Ava Smith, who delivered 
multiple booming kill shots 
over the final moments of 
the third set to help the 
fourth-seeded Redskins 
complete their comeback.

The result was a 20-25, 
25-16, 22-25 loss for the 
sixth-seeded Lady Hubs, 
who concluded their season 
with a 17-16 overall record 
and a 3-7 record in the In-
terstate 8. Tuesday marked 
the third time Rochelle and 
Morris battled this season, 
with the Redskins emerg-
ing victorious twice.

“I thought our girls left 
everything on the court,” 
head coach Molly Sly said. 
“We had a different finish 
in mind tonight, but our 
girls worked hard and they 
supported each other… 
In volleyball, the game 
is never truly done and 
the momentum is always 
changing. Someone can 
get a huge kill and all of the 
sudden, that fire becomes 
relit and that momentum 
is in someone else’s favor.”

Morris took control of 
the match early in the first 
set, opening the match with 
a 6-1 run as the Lady Hubs 
struggled with hitting errors 
on the front line. Rochelle 
successfully pressured the 
Morris defense behind the 
service line, however, with 
senior Alivia Henkel and 
junior Ali Ohlinger deliv-

ered multiple strong serves 
that led to receiving errors 
by the Redskins. Ohlinger 
and Henkel combined for 

five of the eight service aces 
the Lady Hubs recorded on 
Tuesday.

Rochelle managed to 

tie the first-set score at 16-
16, but a pair of timeouts 
weren’t enough to stall a 
9-4 Morris run that sealed 

the opening set for the 
Redskins. 

See VBALL page 3

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity 
football team will have an 
opportunity to exact some 
revenge on Friday, when 
the purple and white kick 
off the 2023 IHSA Class 
5A Playoffs with a first-
round matchup against 
Wheaton St. Francis. The 
eighth-seeded Spartans 
eliminated the ninth-
seeded Hubs with a 35-16 
win in the IHSA Class 4A 
Playoff Quarterfinals last 
season. 

Rochelle (7-2, 6-0 
Interstate 8/Kishwaukee 
River Blue) enters the 
playoffs on a four-game 
win streak that includes 
a 30-20 victory over 
Richmond-Burton dur-
ing the final week of the 
regular season. The Hubs 
clinched a conference 
championship with the 
victory, securing the pro-
gram’s first conference 
title since 2004. Wheaton 
St. Francis (7-2, 2-1 CCL/
ESCC Orange) enters the 
playoffs on a five-game 
win streak after defeating 
Nazareth Academy 35-17 
during Week 9.

“It’s a special opportu-
nity and it’s not anything 
we’ll take for granted,” 
head coach Kyle Kis-
sack said. “[St. Francis] 
does a lot of things really 
well and they have some 

really good players. Our 
message is that we need 
to have a team-oriented 

game plan and we have 
to execute the things we 
do well. If we can do that, 

then I think we’ll have an 
opportunity to win. For 
us, it’s about execution 

of the small details, which 
is a similar message that 
we’ve emphasized this 

year.”

See HUBS page 3
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers  
Association , Inc. Northern Region 

Trucking Company of the year 2022

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Noah

McKinney

Year: Freshman

Sport: Bowling

Luke

Norris

Year: Freshman

Sport: Bowling

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?
A: This is my first year.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: Hanging out with my friends 
and having fun.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Ag because it’s cool and my 
teacher is fun.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Justin Fields because he’s 
always trying to get better.

Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My mom because she helps me 
with anything and she pushes me.
Q: What is your dream job and 

why?
A: To be a policeman because I 

like helping people.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Florida because there are fun 
things to do there and I’ve never 

been there.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: Being able to make friends.

Q: How many years have 
you been playing this sport?

A: One year.
Q: What do you enjoy 
most about this sport?

A: The community and the 
teammates I’m surrounded by.

Q: What is your favorite 
school subject and why?
A: Social studies because 

history has always been an 
interest of mine.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Pete Crow-Armstrong because 
he has a lot of promise and he’s a 

great athlete coming up.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My dad because of the lessons 
he’s taught me and how much he’s 

done for me.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be a sports commentator 

because I enjoy broadcasting and 
I love watching sports.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Italy because of my ancestry 
and the interesting attractions.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: The school spirit and friends 

that come along with it.
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SPORTS
From page 1

Needing to bounce 
back, the Lady Hubs 
dominated the early por-
tion of the second set, 
where juniors Emma 
Kennay and Dempsey 
Atkinson delivered sev-
eral aggressive serves to 
help Rochelle command 
an 8-2 lead. 

“We scouted them be-
fore the match and we 
saw two players we could 
serve the ball to for the 
most part,” Sly said. “We 
really found the holes in 
their defense during the 
second set. Emma came 
out and rallied off about 
six points for us and 
then Dempsey rallied off 
points as well. Dempsey 
played phenomenal de-
fense for us tonight and 
she was picking up a lot 
of balls.”

A series of aces from ju-
nior Taelynn Rodeghero, 
who had an 11-kill, 14-dig 
double-double, allowed 
Rochelle to take an 18-7 
lead and force the second 
of two Morris timeouts in 
the set. Rochelle clinched 
the second-set win on a 
successful dump from 
the junior setter Ohlinger, 
who also recorded a dou-
ble-double on Tuesday 
with 10 digs and a team-
leading 24 assists.

Rodeghero ignited the 
Rochelle offense early in 

the third set, overcoming 
a slow start to the match 
and scoring multiple kills 
to help the Lady Hubs 
command a 6-3 lead. Re-
ceiving errors continued 
to plague the Morris side 
over the first half of the 
third set, but after a 4-0 
run sparked by two big 
blocks up front, it was the 
Redskins who began serv-
ing aggressively, forcing 
the Lady Hubs out of their 
offensive rhythm and 
capitalizing with several 
points off of free balls.

“We were riding such 
a high for a while and we 
finished the match with 
such a low,” Sly said. “We 
have to remember this 
feeling and give a little 
extra effort. We need to 
finish the match.”

Rochelle hung tough 
as Morris began taking 
control of the third set, 
with Henkel and Atkin-
son digging up aggres-
sive kills shots from the 
Redskins that enabled the 
Lady Hubs to create qual-
ity looks on offense. The 
junior libero Atkinson fin-
ished with a team-high 18 
digs, while Henkel added 
13 digs for the Lady Hubs, 
who saw their season end 
on a cross-court kill from 
Smith. 

Senior Kennedy Ad-
amski finished with six 
kills, while Dyer also to-
taled six kills in the match.

VBALL: Rochelle’s season concludes in regional semifinals

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity volleyball team faced Morris in the IHSA 3A Regional Semifinals on Tuesday. At 
left, junior Emma Kennay prepares to serve. At right, junior Dempsey Atkinson sets the ball.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

HUBS: Football team seeking third straight first-round victory
From page 1

Rochelle will be tasked 
with containing a Whea-
ton St. Francis offense 
that features three-star 
quarterback and Ball 
State University commit 
Alessio Milivojevic. The 
Spartans have several 
talented pass catchers in-
cluding three-star receiver 
Deshaun Williams, who 
has offers from Central 
Michigan and Miami 
(Ohio). Wideouts Ian Wil-
lis and Zach Washington, 
running back TyVonn 
Ransom and offensive 
lineman Jack Donovan 
were CCL/ESCC All-

Conference players.
“They definitely like 

moving the ball down 
the field,” Kissack said. 
“They like to run the ball 
inside and then take the 
top off of the defense. It’ll 
be important for us to be 
fundamentally sound. We 
need to have our eyes in 
the right spots and we need 
to keep communicating 
across the field. Our inside 
five will have to play well 
in order to make them as 
one-dimensional as we 
can so we can put them in 
a position where we have 
a good idea of what they 
want to do.”

CCL/ESCC All-Con-

ference linebacker Dom 
Beres anchors a Wheaton 
St. Francis defense that 
deploys multiple two-
way standouts including 
defensive back Corin 
Greenwell and defensive 
lineman Antonio Gutier-
rez, who were both CCL/
ESCC All-Conference 
athletes. Linebacker Liam 
Kolinski and defensive 
back Asher Boose also 
support a Spartan defense 
that currently allows 23.6 
points per game. The Spar-
tans are led by head coach 
and former AFL star Bob 
McMillen.

“We need at least four 
yards on every snap and 

we need to stay on sched-
ule,” Kissack said. “We 
have to limit any negative 
plays and that comes down 
to gaining small chunks of 
yards in a consistent man-
ner. They’re going to have 
a lot of kids in the box and 
we’ll have to make sure 

our eyes are up and we’re 
communicating so we can 
make the most out of our 
scheme. Scooping at the 
second level and finishing 
with our pads at the goal 
line will be important.”

Rochelle and Wheaton 
St. Francis will kick off 

on Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
at Wheaton St. Francis. 
The winner will advance 
to face either No. 1 seed 
Chicago Payton or No. 16 
seed Sterling in the second 
round, which will be held 
during the first weekend of 
November.

“It’s a special opportunity and it’s not anything 
we’ll take for granted. [St. Francis] does a lot 
of things really well and they have some really 
good players. Our message is that we need to 
have a team-oriented game plan and we have 
to execute the things we do well.”

Kyle Kissack

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Precision Furnace 
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test

24/7 Emergency 
Service
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First

1

5

9

2

6

3

7

4

8
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SPORTS

A Tribute To
Joseph E. Dvorak

US Air Forece/WWII
His Daughter, Kathy 

Personette

A Tribute To
Jimmy Broderick

US Army/Vietnam/
Agent Orange

Widow, Jan Broderick

A Tribute To
Clinton E. Strouse

US Army 
Your Love Family

A Tribute To
Wayne E. Suter

US Navy 1-51 to 11-54 
DD787-BT

Your Wife of 60+ Years, 
Rudy & Family

A Tribute To
Gary Hassler

US Army/1971-1973
His Wife Judy and Sons, 
Mat and Andy and Their 

Families

A Tribute To
Ronnie O’Sullivan

US Army-Vietnam
The OʼSullivan Family 

With Love

A Tribute To
Charles Snyder

US Navy
WW II & Korea

We Love You!
– The Schnorr Family

A Tribute To
Grant “Fuzz” Riggs

US Army WW II, European 
1943-1945 Wounded Aug. 23 in 

Germany, Deceased
James William

A Tribute To
Spec. 4 Jim Grygiel

US Army, Berlin German 
279th STA. Hospital

Jim, Jenny, Alex & Cian 
Grygiel

A Tribute To
Henry E. Ehmen

Air Force/WWII
Your Loving Family

A Tribute To
John V. Ehmen Sr.

US Army/WWII
Your Loving Family

A Tribute To
Robert E. Personette
US Marine Corps/Korean 

War
His Wife, Kathy Personette 

Love You, Bob

Remember Your VeteranRemember Your Veteran
Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11 is a special day to honor America’s Veterans, living and deceased. Honor Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11 is a special day to honor America’s Veterans, living and deceased. Honor 

your veteran with a photo to be published on Wednesday, November 8th, 2023.your veteran with a photo to be published on Wednesday, November 8th, 2023.

A Tribute to

John Smith
US Army/WW II
From His Wife

Mary Smith

We Salute Those Who 
Have Served Our Country

(Members of Armed Forces Past or Present)

Cost: $10.00
Deadline Fri., Nov. 3rd at noon

To remember your veteran fill out the form below, enclose your picture and check for $10.00 and mail or drop off at:

211 Hwy. 38 East
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4171

A Tribute to:  _____________________________________________________________________________________
Branch of Service/War:  ____________________________________________________________________________
From:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Person Placing Ad (Name, Address & Phone):  _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Check for $10.00 is enclosed:

10
22

20
23

RTHS Girls Tennis

Lady Hubs take home RTHS and Interstate 8 Conference awards during team banquet on Wednesday
The Rochelle Lady Hub tennis team held its season-ending awards banquet on Wednesday evening, with several student-athletes receiving RTHS and Interstate 8 

Conference honors. Seven Lady Hubs earned Academic All-Conference recognition including Annaleigh McKinney (Honorable Mention), Kara Martinez (Honorable 
Mention), Allison Dickey, Macenzie Glosser, Erin Murphy, Riley Doyle and Elin Zheng (above from left to right). Erin Murphy was named the Varsity Most Improved 

Player and Elin Zheng was named the Varsity High Point Award winner (below at left). Teagan Auld won the Fresh-Soph High Point Award and Sophia Losoya won the 
Fresh-Soph Most Improved Player Award. The varsity team finished with a 6-9 overall record this season.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
A Mini Storage, LLC, a 
storage facility located 
at 117 Quarry Road, 
Rochelle, IL hereby 
announces that the 
possessions of the fol-
lowing lessees will be 
disposed of by means 
of auction on November 
16th 2023 at 8:00 AM. 
Disposal of personal 
property shall conform 
to the terms of the cer-
tified notice previously 
mailed to the lessee. 
The contents of the 
units can be previewed 
immediately prior to the 
sale.  The preview and 
sale will take place at 
each individual unit list-
ed below; in the order 
they appear.
Unit#152 David Kmiec: 
Table, chair, Safe box, 
lamp,dresser,bag, palm 
tree,sofa
Unit#150 David Kmiec:
Pots, home goods,plas-
tic binds, boxes, totes.
No. 1049
(Oct. 30 and Nov. 5, 
2023)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND REPAIRSSERVICES AND REPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD CAREDOMESTIC/CHILD CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 

advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR MISCELLANEOUS FOR 
SALESALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254 (112723OCL)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis. Targeted LocalTargeted Local    

AdvertisingAdvertising
Reach an engaged and affluent local audience 
when you promote your business here. This is a 
neighborhood-by-neighborhood guide to local 
shopping, dining, events and more, making it 
a highly effective place for your business to 
advertise directly to the consumer.

Targeted LocalTargeted Local    
AdvertisingAdvertising

To learn more about 
advertising, contact one of our 
helpful ad consultants today.
815-562-4171

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

Part-time local  
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26

20
23

Time to change up your marketing 
strategy with a fresh new promotion, 
campaign or ad design?
We can help make sure you’re capturing 
the season’s best sales opportunities with 
targeted local advertising in the place 
more people turn for trusted shopping 
information and offers.

Support Real Journalism

View the classifieds 
today to find a job 
that you will love.

Believe it 
or not,  

it’s 
actually 

your  
lucky day!

815-562-4171
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

NO
SuperStitionS

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Monday-
Thursday)
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Wednesday  News-Leader: 
Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

rochellenews-leader.com
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DEKALB – Andy Gar-
cia, a veteran member of 
the Northern Illinois Uni-
versity Athletics broad-
cast team, will step into 
the role as the play-by-
play voice of NIU men’s 
basketball and football 
beginning with the 2023-
24 basketball season, 
NIU Vice President and 
Director of Athletics and 
Recreation Sean T. Fra-
zier announced Tuesday 
(October 24) during the 
Huskies’ annual Basket-
ball Media Day.

Garcia will be on the 
call for NIU men’s bas-
ketball radio broadcasts 
as he takes over for 44-
year veteran “Voice of 
the Huskies” Bill Baker. 
Baker announced in Au-
gust that the 2023 football 

season would be his last. 
“Andy’s dedication to 

NIU Athletics, his profes-
sionalism and his passion 
for this job and all of our 
programs made him the 
perfect choice to be our 
new play-by-play voice,” 
Frazier said. “He knows 
our teams, our coaches 
and our staff, he brings 
energy and enthusiasm to 
every broadcast, and we 
are excited to have him 
lead our men’s basketball 
and football broadcasts.” 

Garcia, a 1999 gradu-
ate of the University of 
Central Florida, began 
working with NIU Ath-
letics in 2006 as co-
host of “NIU Weekly,” 
a 30-minute radio show 
that aired on WSCR AM 
670 The Score throughout 

the football season.  The 
sports director, producer 
and host at The Score at 
the time, Garcia teamed 
up with Huskie athletic 
directors to promote the 
teams and events, inter-
view coaches and relay 
all the latest news about 
NIU Athletics.

In 2011, Garcia added 
duties as the Huskie 
women’s basketball play-
by-play announcer, call-
ing both home and away 
games, and filled in as 
the sideline reporter on 
the NIU football radio 
broadcasts in 2012. A 
year later, he became 
the Huskies’ permanent 
sideline reporter, where 
he has joined Baker and 
analyst Mark Lindo on the 
Huskie Sports Network 

broadcasts for the past 
11 seasons.

Garcia is also a play-
by-play announcer for 
basketball, volleyball, 
gymnastics and more on 
NIU’s ESPN3 and ESPN+ 
school production broad-
casts and has continued to 
host NIU Weekly since 
the show moved to a video 
interview format, which 
is now available on the 
NIU Athletics Official 
YouTube Channel.  He 
took over as host of the 
Inside Huskie Football 
and Inside Huskie Bas-
ketball Coaches radio 
shows beginning in 2022. 

"I am honored and 
excited to be the next 
play-by-play voice of the 
Huskies,” Garcia said. 
“I can't wait to bring the 

passion and excitement of 
NIU athletics to Huskie 
fans that tune in to each 
and every broadcast.”

In addition to his Hus-
kie duties, Garcia works 
for Westwood One Ra-
dio Sports where he is a 
broadcast producer and 
handles affiliate sales. In 
those roles, he has worked 
multiple Super Bowls as 
well as at the NCAA Final 
Four, NCAA Frozen Four, 
College World Series and 
Women’s College World 
Series.

Garcia will  be on 
the call for NIU men’s 
basketball radio broad-
casts beginning with the 
2023-24 regular season 
opener at Marquette on 
November 6 and will be 
joined by returning color 

analyst and Huskie Hall 
of Famer Rodney Davis. 
Mike Haase, associate 
director of strategic com-
munications and market-
ing who also serves as the 
NIU women’s basketball 
communications contact, 
will add duties as the 
women’s basketball radio 
play-by-play announcer 
in 2023-24. 

Listen to all NIU men’s 
basketball broadcasts 
on 94-9 WDKB FM in 
DeKalb, or on the NIU 
Huskies or The Varsity 
Network app.  

Tickets for the 2023-24 
NIU men’s and women’s 
basketball seasons are on 
sale now at NIUHuskies.
com/myhuskies or by 
calling 815-753-PACK 
(7225).

NIU Football

Huskies name Andy Garcia as next play-by-play voice
Veteran of NIU radio and television crew to call NIU men’s basketball and football
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Your Local Resource For Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles
Majeski Motors

All prices plus tax, title, license and fees

815-562-9000 | 1010 S. 7th St., Rochelle, IL

Call  

or Stop In 

Today

Stock # 11948

2023 Kia K5 GT-Line
* LIKE NEW

Stock # 11980

2021 Nissan Maxima Platinum
* ONLY 5K MILES

Stock # 11666

2022 Chevy Equinox RS
* ONLY 9K MILES

Stock # 11986

2020 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk
* SAVE THOUSANDS OVER NEW

Stock # 11914A

2017 Dodge Challenger R/T
* 6 SPEED MANUAL

$34,995 $33,995

$33,987 $28,995

$28,675 $29,995 Stock # 11781

2021 Chrysler Pacifica Touring L
* LOADED *


