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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

MENDOTA – Chil-
dren in costume are in-
vited to “Trick-or-Treat” 
at participating Mendota 
Businesses and Shops 
throughout the city on 
Tuesday, Oct. 31. Shop 
owners will be passing 
out treats from 3-5 p.m.

Parents are reminded 
to have their children look 
for the orange Halloween 
poster on the door of those 
businesses that will be 
participating. The signs 
say “Trick-or-Treat Here” 
and have the date and time 
on them. 

This promotion is 
sponsored by the Men-
dota Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Businesses 
wishing an orange “Trick 
or Treat” poster for their 
doors are welcome to pick 
one up at the Mendota 
Chamber office.

Some other trick-or-
treat opportunities for 

children in Mendota in-
clude:

• Mendota Elks Lodge 
– Trunk or Treat in the 
parking lot from 3-5 p.m. 
Oct. 31.

• Allure of Mendo-
ta (formerly Heritage 
Health) – In front of the 
building from 3-5 p.m. 
Oct. 31.

• United Pentecostal 
Church – Trunk or Treat 
in parking lot from 5-7 
p.m. Oct. 31.

• City of Mendota – 
City-wide trick-or-treat 
from 5-7 p.m. Oct. 31.

Trick-or-treat chances
available for childrenBy KIP CHEEK

Staff writer
MENDOTA – The Men-

dota City Council set trick-
or-treat hours and heard a 
report from a member of the 
Reimagine Mendota group at 
its Oct. 16 regular meeting.

Mayor David Boelk said 
the community trick-or-treat 
period will be from 5-7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 31. Earlier 
on Halloween day, trick-or-
treat opportunities will be 
available for children from 
3-5 p.m. at participating 
Mendota businesses. An 
orange poster will be placed 
in the door or window of 
those businesses that are 
taking part in the event, 
which is sponsored by the 
Mendota Area Chamber of 
Commerce.
ALDERMANIC REPORTS

During Alderman Kyle 
Kim’s report, the coun-
cil approved an ordinance 
executing an amendment 
to the intergovernmental 
agreement with Illinois Val-

ley Regional Dispatch. The 
amendment will be added to 
the existing ordinance.

Alderman Jim Fitzpat-
rick said bid letting for the 
Pennsylvania Avenue culvert 
project is in progress and the 
bids will be opened at 10 
a.m. Monday, Nov. 6 at the 
city building on Washington 
Street. Work will consist of 
replacing the concrete top of 
the culvert.

OTHER ITEMS
Annie Short of Reimag-

ine Mendota informed the 
council that approximately 
700 responses were received 
from the community from 

recent chat sessions in which 
community members were 
asked to tell what makes 
Mendota special and what 
can be done to make the com-
munity even better. She said 
about 300 of the responses 
were from youth, and that 
the overall participation was 
phenomenal.

Short said a committee 
will compile the data and 
form value statements to 
present to the city leaders. 
Also, Focus on Mendota 
Summits are scheduled for 
9-11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 18 
and 6-8 p.m. Monday, Nov. 
20 at the Mendota Civic 

Center where Reimagine 
Mendota in partnership 
with the city will present 
the results and ideas from 
the community chats. Par-
ticipants can give feedback 
and help prioritize goals for 
the city’s future.

Police Chief Greg Kellen 
told the council that two 
vehicles have been stolen in 
Mendota in the past week 
and three in the last 60 days. 
He emphasized to vehicle 
owners to not leave their keys 
in the vehicle and to lock the 
doors at all times.

The city’s leaf vacuum 
program is in progress. 
Leaves will be picked up in 
Ward 1 on Mondays, Ward 
2 on Tuesday, Ward 3 on 
Wednesdays and Ward 4 on 
Thursdays. Leaves are to be 
placed at the curb (not in the 
street) and should not contain 
twigs or branches.

The next regular meeting 
of the Mendota City Council 
will be Monday, Nov. 6 at 
5:30 p.m.

Council hears Reimagine Mendota report
q Successful Community Chat sessions get feedback about how to make city better

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Area Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Dinner and 
Awards Night is scheduled 
for Friday, Nov. 3 at the 
Mendota Elks Lodge. Hors 
d’oeuvres will be served at 6 
p.m. followed by dinner and 
the awards program at 7 p.m.

This year’s theme is 
“Boots and Bling.” Attend-
ees are asked to wear their 
boots, bling or both.

The awards to be handed 
out this year are the Tom 
Merwin Gold Star Employee 
Award, the Horace Hume 
Outstanding Service Award, 

the Beautification Award 
and the Sweet Corn Festival 
Volunteer of the Year.

The event is open to 
Chamber members and the 

cost is $25 per guest.
For more information, 

contact the Chamber at 815-
539-6507 or email president@
mendotachamber.com.

Mendota Chamber
Annual Dinner 
& Awards Night

Friday, Nov. 3
Mendota

Elks Lodge
6 p.m.

It’s ‘Boots & Bling” time for Chamber
Annual Dinner & Awards Night Nov. 3

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
– Social  Security and 
Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) benefits for 
more than 71 million Amer-
icans will increase 3.2 
percent in 2024, the Social 
Security Administration 
announced. On average, 
Social Security retirement 
benefits will increase by 
more than $50 per month 
starting in January.

More than 66 million 
Social Security beneficia-
ries will see the 3.2 percent 
cost-of-living adjustment 
(COLA) beginning in 
January 2024. Increased 
payments to approximately 
7.5 million people receiv-
ing SSI will begin on Dec. 
29, 2023.  (Note: some 
people receive both Social 
Security and SSI benefits).

“Social Security and 
SSI benefits will increase 
in 2024, and this will help 
millions of people keep up 
with expenses,” said Kilolo 
Kijakazi, Acting Commis-
sioner of Social Security. 

Some other adjustments 
that take effect in January 
of each year are based on 
the increase in average 
wages.  Based on that 
increase, the maximum 
amount of earnings subject 
to the Social Security tax 
(taxable maximum) will 
increase to $168,600 from 
$160,200.

Social Security begins 

notifying people about their new benefit amount by 
mail starting in early December. Individuals who 
have a personal my Social Security account can 
view their COLA notice online, which is secure, 
easy, and faster than receiving a letter in the mail. 
People can set up text or email alerts when there is a 
new message – such as their COLA notice – waiting 
for them in my Social Security.

People will need to have a my Social Security 
account by Nov. 14 to see their COLA notice online. 
To get started, visit www.ssa.gov/myaccount.

Information about Medicare changes for 2024 
will be available at www.medicare.gov. For Social 
Security beneficiaries enrolled in Medicare, their new 
2024 benefit amount will be available in December 
through the mailed COLA notice and my Social 
Security’s Message Center.

The Social Security Act provides for how the 
COLA is calculated. The Social Security Act ties 
the annual COLA to the increase in the Consumer 
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W) as determined by the Department 
of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics.

To read more, please visit www.ssa.gov/cola.

Social Security retirement benefit 
increase set at 3.2 percent for ‘24
q Beneficiaries to get more than $50 per month

By ZETA CROSS
The Center Square contributor

SPRINGFIELD – After three La Nina 
winters in a row, Illinois is shifting to an El 
Nino winter this year.

Sea surface temperature anomalies in the 
equatorial region of the Pacific Ocean deter-
mine whether or not Illinois will 
have a La Nina or an El Nino 
winter, meteorologist Ben Due-
belbeiss at the National Weather 
Service in Lincoln, said.

“During El Nino years, we 
see temperatures that are warm-
er than normal. That can shift 
the jet stream a little further north, especially 
during the cold season,” Duebelbeiss said.

El Nino is part of the El Nino southern 
oscillation climate pattern which tracks 
changes in the temperatures in the central 
and eastern Pacific Ocean, he said.

“The El Nino is the warm phase and the 
La Nina is the cold phase,” he said. “We 
basically oscillate between the two.”

Minor changes in the ocean temperatures 
– one degree Celsius – affect global weather 
patterns. So when water temperatures in the 
equatorial Pacific region change by one de-

gree, that can affect where the jet stream sets 
up, affecting the weather in the mid-latitudes 
where Illinois is. “When you move around 
the position of the jet stream, that is going 
to affect where storms end up tracking over 
the course of the winter. And it can affect 
temperatures – how far north the warm air 

can get or how far south the cold 
air can spill,” Duebelbeiss said.

El Nino winters can vary 
from mild to strong. Expect to 
know more when the National 
Weather Service’s Climate Pre-
diction Center issues the official 
winter forecast this month.

Unofficial indicators point to a winter 
with slightly warmer temperatures and near 
to below-average precipitation, Duebelbeiss 
said. Duebelbeiss makes it clear that seasonal 
outlooks are averages for the December, 
January, February time frame.

“We are still going to have a snowstorm 
or two in there somewhere. And we are still 
going to have some arctic outbreaks of cold 
air into the region,” he said. “On average, 
it appears that temperatures will be a little 
warmer than usual this winter. And it is likely 
that we will have less snowfall.”

Illinois prepares for El Nino winter 
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Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

Mendota High School Blood Drive
The Mendota High School Interact Club assisted the American Red Cross 
during a blood drive Friday, Oct. 13 at MHS. Donators, whether students or 
walk-in adults, provided more than 40 products. Sophomore Faith Villegas, 
sitting left, said she donated blood because her sister is a phlebotomist and 
told her to donate. “It makes me happy knowing that I’m helping someone,” 
Villegas said. Senior Ryleigh Sondgeroth, sitting right, said the blood drive is 
right up her alley since she plans to study nursing after high school. “I recently 
turned 18, so I was able to make the decision by myself. The school makes this 
opportunity very accessible for all of the students. It was very convenient for 
me to help someone out. This helps people locally and I think it’s a great cause 
to support.” (Reporter story and photo by Brandon LaChance)

We Make Your  
Yard Great Again!!

Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteaga

• Tree Extraction • Tree Trimming • Lawn Care • Patios • 
• Fire Pits • Retainer Walls • Paver Edging • 

• Residential & Commercial •  Fully Insured •

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504

FALL SPECIALS
• $200 OFF a Tree Job

• $200 OFF Landscaping Job

10
02

20
23

341 Chicago Rd | Paw Paw, IL 61353

•  Expanded Selection of Domestics 
   & Imports
•  Discover a World of Fine Wines
•  Explore a Wide Range of Liquors

The Liquor Store
in Paw Paw!

Midwest Spirits, Local Heart, 
Uniting Paw Paw, 
One Sip 
at a Time!

FOR ALL YOUR 
LIQUOR, BEER & 
WINE NEEDS!

Under New
   Ownership

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON 

FOR UPDATES AND PROMOTIONS 
FACEBOOK

Visit us at 341 Chicago 
Road in Paw Paw or 

give us a call at 
815-627-2500

Family Owned 
and Operated 
Since Day One

We’re Matching YOUR Donations to Paw Paw Elementary, dollar for dollar,up to $5000!

09252023

SPRINGFIELD – More than 50 youth 
from LaSalle County recently competed at 
the state level at the 4-H General Project 
Show held at the Illinois State Fairgrounds 
in Springfield. 

The best of the best were on display 
Aug. 13 at the 4-H General Project Show of 
the Illinois State Fair.  Award-winning 4-H 
members from across Illinois competed at 
the county level before advancing to the 
state level.

 Youth who participated in the local La-
Salle County 4-H Show were promoted to 
the state exhibition show upon receiving a 
delegate or alternate placing within the divi-
sion they exhibited in. Exhibits were shown 
in areas from food science, woodworking, 
Shooting Sports, cooking, robotics, visual 
arts, natural resources, leadership, crops 
innovation, sewing and much more.

In 4-H, project areas represent the cul-
mination of individual learning paths where 

youth are able to show off their skills and 
expertise in front of thousands of fairgoers. 
Youth also participate in conference judg-
ing as a part of the experience. This brings 
members and volunteer judges together 
to evaluate project exhibits. It involves 
one-on-one, face-to-face communication 
in which the volunteer judge and exhibitor 
talk directly with each other. This technique 
provides a unique opportunity for 4-H’ers to 
learn from their experiences and knowledge 
of the volunteer judge.

Competing at the state level is a great 
educational experience for youth.  Youth 
can compete at a state level, meet with youth 
across the state, and take the next step in their 
learning journey by meeting with a volunteer 
who has expertise in their project area.

To learn more about LaSalle County 
4-H opportunities call University of Illinois 
Extension, LaSalle County 815-433-0707 or 
email Toni Pienta at fusinatt@illinois.edu.

LaSalle County youths compete in State Fair shows

The first grade students recently enjoyed a fall field trip to 
Boggios Orchard in Granville.  They had beautiful weather 
on Oct. 3 and 4 to enjoy the many things the orchard had 
to offer.  Each student was able to bring a pumpkin home.  
Thank you to our teachers for organizing this great trip 
and also to the parent chaperones who went along to help.  
Everyone had a great time!

qqq
Our students and staff completed a safety drill this past 

week.  We held a Run, Hide, Fight drill where we talked 
about school safety and how we are prepared to keep our 
students and staff safe.  Thank you to the Mendota Police 
Department for their assistance with this drill.  Our students 
and staff did a phenomenal job!

qqq
The students nominated for the principal award this past 

week included Leon Breitbarth, Dominick Cordella, Maylen 
Vela, Sophia Moore, Aria Knowlton, Maggie Larson, Emilia-
no Valdez and Hadley Reinhold.  The winners were Harvey 
Robison, Aaliyah Sester, Brielle Scudder-Taylor and Gavin 
Foltynewicz.  Congratulations to all of you!

qqq
Parent/Teacher Conferences are coming up for District 

#289.  Conferences will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 1h and 
Thursday, Oct. 19 from 3:30-7 p.m.  If parents have not 
signed up for a conference time yet, please contact your 
child’s teacher as soon as possible.  Our goal is to meet 
with 100% of our parents.  This is a great opportunity to 
discuss each child’s academic and social progress thus far 
in the school year.  

qqq
A couple of things to note on the upcoming calendar.  

There is no school on Friday, Oct. 20.  There will be an 
early dismissal on Oct. 25.  Kindergarten students will be 
dismissed at 11:20 and first grade students at 11:30 for a 
teacher’s inservice.

MENDOTA – Operation 
Elf Action, formerly Men-
dota Toys for Tots, under the 
guidance of the Mendota 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
Ambassadors and Community 
Health Partnership of Illinois, 
is asking that if your family 
or if you know of a family 
that could use some help this 
Christmas with toys and/or 
clothing for their children, to 
contact the Community Health 
Partnership of Illinois at 1009 
Main St., Mendota.

In order to qualify, the fami-
ly must live within the Mendota 
School District, which means 
their school-age children at-
tend the Mendota schools or 
are eligible to attend Mendota 
schools. Pre-school children 
from the Mendota area are also 
eligible. The family must have a 
State of Illinois Medicaid Card, 
which lists the children, and a 
parent must register in-person 
at the CHP office in Mendota. 

Registration will take place 
on the following days: Oct. 18, 
Oct. 25, Nov. 1 and Nov. 8 
between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. For any questions 
or more information, call the 
CHP office at 815-539-6124 
ext. 235 or the Mendota Area 
Chamber of Commerce at 815-
539-6507.

Operation 
Elf Action

PERU – The College Board Advanced 
Placement Program has recognized six St. 
Bede Academy students as being AP scholars. 

The AP program provides motivated and 
academically-prepared students with the op-
portunity to take rigorous college-level courses 
while still in high school, and to earn college 
credit, advanced placement or both for success-
ful performance on the AP Exams. About 18 
percent of the 1.8 million students worldwide 
who took AP Exams performed at a sufficiently 
high level to also earn an AP Scholar Award.

St. Bede students who earned this recogni-
tion include Kylie Cofoid, Gianna Grivetti and 
Madelyn Torrance, who graduated from the 
academy in May 2023; and Ella Englehaupt, 
Bella Hagenbuch, who are seniors this year, 
and Greyson Marincic, a junior. 

The College Board recognizes several levels 
of achievement based on students’ performance 
on AP Exams:

• Students qualify for the National AP 
Scholars Award by earning an average score 
of 4 or higher on a five-point scale on all AP 
Exams taken and scores of four or higher on 
eight or more of these exams.

• To qualify for the AP Scholar with Distinc-
tion Award by earning an average score of at 
least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken and scores of 

three or higher on five or more of these exams.
• To earn the AP Scholar with Honor Award, 

students must score an average score of at 
least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 
three or higher on four or more of these exams. 

• By completing three or more AP Ex-
ams with grades of three or higher, students 
qualify for the AP Scholar Award.

Through more than 30 different college-level 
courses and exams, AP provides motivated 
and academically prepared students with the 
opportunity to earn college credit or advanced 
placement and stand out in the college admis-
sions process. Each exam is developed by a 
committee of college and university faculty 
and AP teachers, ensuring that AP exams are 
aligned with the same high standards expected 
by college faculty at some of the nation’s leading 
liberal arts and research institutions. More than 
3,600 colleges and universities annually receive 
AP grades. Over 90 percent of four-year col-
leges in the United States provide credit and/or 
placement for qualifying exam grades. Research 
consistently shows that AP students who score 
a 3 or higher on AP Exams (based on a scale 
from 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest) typically 
experience greater academic success in college 
and higher graduation rates than students who 
do not participate in AP.

St. Bede Academy students qualify for 
Advanced Placement Scholar Award
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Do You Know An

AMERICAN 
HERO?

The Mendota Reporter is again putting 
together a section featuring Veterans and 

military personnel and would like you 
to send or bring us a military picture of  
yourself  or favorite military hero along 
with a short biography of  their service 

history, present or past.

Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, 
National Guard, Reserves or Merchant Marines.

Name: 

(Optional Information)

Branch of Service: 

Rank: 

Present Address: 

Location of Training:  

Dates in Service: 

Tours of Duty: 

Any Other Interesting Information: (limit 50 words, please)

Phone Number for questions (will not be published): 

Mendota Reporter • 703 Illinois Avenue • P.O. Box 300 • Mendota, IL 61342 • (815)539-9396

If  you
submitted a 

photo last year, 
there is no need to 

resubmit. 
We have it on 

file! Just tell us to 
honor your hero 

again this 
year.

Photos may be picked up at The Mendota Reporter office after November 8th, 
or send us a self-addressed stamped envelope and your photo will be returned.

Our FREE special section 
featuring your own local heroes 
will be published on Nov. 8th.
Deadline for submitting Photos/
Information is Thursday, Nov. 2.

For more information, contact  
The Mendota Reporter  

at 815-539-9396

Christmas Christmas 
Through the Eyes Through the Eyes 

of A Childof A Child
The Mendota Reporter would like to announce 
we are bringing back our popular “Christmas 

Through the Eyes of a Child” promotion. 
 

Two children, one boy and one girl, between the 
ages of 4 and 7 who live in Mendota and the  

surrounding area will be selected to have their 
pictures taken at various stores to  

promote Christmas gift ideas!
 

Each child selected will receive a $25 CASH 
PRIZE. For a child to enter the contest, the  

Reporter needs a picture of the child (which may 
be picked up after Nov. 30) along with the child’s 
name, age, address, telephone number, parents’ 

names and the times the child is available  
for pictures.

 
Entries can be brought to the Reporter office at 

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, or mailed to
The Mendota Reporter, P.O. Box 300,  

Mendota, IL 61342.
 

Deadline for entry is Noon Friday, Nov. 3.
Winners will be notified by phone. Pictures will 

be taken on Wednesday, Nov. 15 and the  
Christmas section will be published  

on Wed., Nov. 29.

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – Stonecroft Village is hosting a Chili 
Drive-Thru from 3-6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 2., at 1700 Burl-
ington St. in Mendota.

The meal will include a bowl of chili, crackers, cheese, 
onions, cornbread, a cookie, and a bottle of water. 

Each meal will cost $8, and all proceeds will go to Mendota 
Area Senior Services.

“MASS does so much for seniors. They help seniors get 
to doctor appointments, bring them to the grocery store, 
have pork chop dinners, and offer activities,” said Stonecroft 
Director Megan Lock. “They never leave the seniors out and 
their volunteer services are phenomenal. We are very excited 
to give back to them with as much as they help Stonecroft.”

Rayanne Sester, the director of MASS, is thankful for the 
gracious thought and donation by Stonecroft.

“I was surprised at first because Stonecroft hasn’t done 
anything like this before. It’s a wonderful surprise,” Sester 
said. “We’re all excited because we’ve worked with Stone-
croft for years. We’ve partnered back and forth as we provide 
transportation for them and they help us out with some of 
our fundraisers, provide volunteers, and provide cookies.

“There are a lot of Stonecroft residents that I’ve worked 
with over the years, so they’re all near and dear to me. It’s 
wonderful for Stonecroft to do this. It helps us continue doing 
what we’re doing.”

Stonecroft to hold 
Chili Drive-Thru,  
all proceeds to MASS

LaSALLE – The LaSalle 
Public Library will virtually 
host historians from A Tour 
of Her Own in presenting 
“Wild Women of Water-
gate” on Tuesday, Oct. 24 
at 6 p.m.

The Watergate scandal 
rocked Washington, D.C., 
50 years ago, capturing 
millions of Americans’ 
attention. While the most 
famous figures dominat-
ing the press attention 
and subsequent cultural 
impact were men, women 
engaged and intersected 
with this watershed event 
in intriguing and essential 
ways. In this program, A 
Tour of Her Own, will talk 
about women in the White 
House and at the newspa-
pers, pursuing justice and 

fighting against Nixon, and 
how their stories assist in 
understanding a changing 
American society. 

A Tour Of Her Own was 
founded in 2018 by licensed 
tour guide Kaitlin Calogera 
as the first tourism company 
in Washington, D.C., to fo-
cus exclusively on women’s 
history after seeing a lack 
of women’s representation 
in history and public spaces. 
She mobilized a team that 
collectively turned this 
vision into a sustainable 
venture.

The program is free and 
open to the public. It will 
be presented virtually via 
Zoom. Register: https://
shorturl.at/lmu34.For more 
information, call the library 
at 815-223-2341.

“Wild Women of Watergate” virtually 
coming to LaSalle library Oct. 24

PERU – OSF HealthCare is pleased to announce the 
expansion of the hours at the OSF PromptCare in Peru. 
The new hours seven days a week will be 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
except for the 7 a.m. – 4 p.m. holiday hours. The OSF 
PromptCare is located at 1650 Midtown Road in Peru and 
can be reached by calling (815) 538-1351. 

The OSF PromptCare is for health care needs and con-
ditions that are not life-threatening but need to be taken 
care of right away and cannot wait for an appointment. A 
staff of nurses, advanced practice providers and physicians 
see patients of all ages experiencing common health issues 
such as: 

• Cold symptoms, like congestion and high fever
• Conjunctivitis or eye infection 

• Ear pain
• Minor burns
• Puncture wound needing a tetanus shot
• Simple cut
• Skin rash
• Sore throat
• Sprain, strain or simple fracture
In addition to OSF PromptCare services in Peru, patients 

may seek care at OSF OnCall Urgent Care in Ottawa and 
OSF PromptCare locations in Princeton, Streator, Mendota 
and Ottawa. Individuals can also get 24/7 virtual visits 
through OSF OnCall.

For medical emergencies, you should always call 911 
immediately or go to the nearest emergency room.

OSF PromptCare in Peru extends hours to 12 hours a day, seven days a week 

OGLESBY – Starved 
Rock and Matthiessen Cal-
endars are now available for 
purchase in-stores and pre-
order online, with 100% of 
the proceeds being donated 
to the Starved Rock Foun-
dation. The volunteer-run 
foundation supports the 
State Park through edu-
cational programs, guided 
hikes, exhibit updates, and 
more. 

The 2024 calendar is the 
perfect gift for anyone that 
loves the outdoors or has 
visited Starved Rock or 
Matthiessen. Each month 
features seasonal natural 
and wildlife moments cap-
tured by park hikers. The 
cover is a collage of park 
images that were submitted 
from individuals across the 
United States. 

Online ordering is avail-
able at www.starvedrock-
hikers.com/2024calendar. 
Online orders placed before 
Nov. 17 will ship on Nov. 
20. Online orders placed 
between Nov. 17 and Dec. 
8 will ship on Dec. 11. 

Calendars can also be 
purchased at the following 
in-store locations starting 
today, while supplies last; 

• LeRocher Bookstore 
(Starved Rock State Park 

Visitor Center), Oglesby
• Bruce & Ollies at The 

Bickerman Building, Utica
• Grand Bear Resort Gift 

Shop, Utica
• Heritage Harbor, Ottawa
• Starved Rock Country 

Welcome Center, Utica
• Starved Rock Lodge Ho-

tel Check-in Desk, Oglesby
“The calendar brings 

back memories for lo-
cals and reminds them to 

come out and explore our 
amazing parks. For folks 
who have not been to the 
parks, the calendar serves 
as an invitation to come 
and see the amazing beauty 
that Starved Rock holds in 
all seasons,” stated Pam 
Grivetti, president of the 
Starved Rock Foundation.

The 11x14 wall calendar 
is professionally printed on 
one of the finest printing 

papers made. This Classic 
Felt press paper has a luxu-
rious feel and smooth finish, 
producing a high-quality, 
timeless feel. It is an acid 
free, archival and Forest 
Stewardship Council cer-
tified paper. 

About the Starved 
Rock Foundation: The 
Starved Rock Historical 
and Educational Foun-
dation is the nonprofit 
organization for Starved 
Rock State Park, located 
in North Central Illinois. 
The Foundation includes a 
volunteer program, which 
staffs the Visitor Center 
information desk and leads 
interpretive hikes, provides 
educational materials, and 
conducts special events and 
presentations. It also raises 
monies for appropriate 
materials, equipment, and 
the improvement of Starved 
Rock State Park through 
memberships, donations, 
and profit from the 100% 
volunteer run LeRocher 
Book Store in the Visitor 
Center. Over $450,000 has 
been donated over the past 
30+ years by an elected 
board of directors. Learn 
more about the Founda-
tion, becoming a volun-
teer, or donating at www.
starvedrock.org.

Starved Rock & Matthiessen calendar  
proceeds to benefit Starved Rock Foundation
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Delbert E. Gehrke
NORTH LIBERTY, Iowa – Del-

bert “Del” Erwin Gehrke, 80, of 
North Liberty, Iowa, and formerly 
of Iowa City, passed away on Oct. 
9, 2023, at his residence.

Visitation will be held from 5-7 
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 13, 2023, at 
Lensing Funeral and Cremation Ser-
vice in Iowa City. Private interment 
will be held at Restland Community 
Cemetery in Mendota, at a later date.

Del is survived by his loving wife, 
Judy; children, Michelle Gehrke (John) of North Liberty 
and Bradley (Christina) Gehrke of Solon; grandchildren, 
Jessica (Caylin) Hauptmann of Winter Haven, Fla., Hunter 
(Maddison) Gehrke of Shueyville, Chase (Kelsey) Gehrke 
of Spencer and Otto Gehrke of Solon. He is also survived by 
one great-granddaughter, Kinsleigh Mai Hauptmann of Winter 
Haven, Fla., as well as several extended family members.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Del was born on May 15, 1943, in New Ulm, Minn., to Erwin 

and Inez (Hasse) Gehrke. He graduated from Mendota High 
School in 1961 and earned a scholarship to play football for the 
University of Iowa, where he graduated in 1965.  Del earned an 
Army commission at the University of Iowa and entered the Army 
at the AG Core.  He was stationed at Ft. Ord, Calif., for two years 
and spent 23 years in the Army Reserves, retiring as Lt. Col.

In 1963, Del married his high school sweetheart, Judy 
Simpson.  The couple recently celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on Aug. 17, 2023. Upon discharge from active 
duty in the Army, Del worked as a plan supervisor at Del 
Monte in DeKalb.  He and Judy returned to Iowa City where 
Del worked for the University of Iowa’s Recreation Services 
before becoming the facilities manager at the University of 
Iowa Athletic Department for over 30 years.

Del had a very demanding work schedule, especially when 
he added his other joys: officiating high school football, 
starting track meets, weekly Army Reserve meetings, fishing, 
hunting and spending time with his family.

Memorials may be made to Iowa City Hospice or the 
Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center.  Online condolences 
may be made at www.lensingfuneral.com.

Marianne Etzbach
MENDOTA – Marianne Etzbach, 

91, of Mendota, passed away peace-
fully on Sept. 29, 2023, at Allure of 
Mendota, with her loving family by 
her side. 

Services will be at 11 a.m. Friday, 
Oct. 20, 2023, at Wasmer Funeral 
Home with Rev. Jeff Brace officiat-
ing. Visitation will be one hour prior 
to services at the funeral home. A 
private family burial will follow at 
Restland Memorial Gardens. Was-
mer Funeral Home is privileged to assist the family.

Marianne was born Dec. 3, 1931, in St. Charles, to William 
D. and Phyllis E. (Crum) Bowne. On Aug. 10, 1960, she mar-
ried the love of her life, John T. Etzbach in Rochester, Minn. 

Marianne will be dearly missed by her son, Matt (Lori) 
Etzbach of Mendota; five grandchildren, Ashley (Tyler) 
Eich of Mendota, Stephanie (John) Hansen of Mendota, 
Haley Etzbach, Zach Etzbach and Mason Etzbach, all of 
Menomonie, Wis.; six great-grandchildren, Lillian Hansen, 
Rory Eich, Zeke Hansen, Gus Eich, Owen Hansen and Jack 
Hansen; a sister, Bonnie Peters of Miami, Fla.; two brothers, 
Thomas Bowne of Mendota and Timothy (Miriam) Bowne of 
Homosassa, Fla.; and her dear friend, Betty Durham.

Marianne graduated Mendota High School in 1949. She 
then attended Galesburg Cottage Hospital School of Nursing, 
graduating in 1952. In her extensive nursing career, she was 
at Galesburg Cottage Hospital for a year, St. Francis Hospital 
in San Francisco for a year, Mendota Community Hospital 
for two years, and then spent 39 years at Sunrise Nursing 
Home, now Allure in Mendota.

While at the nursing home she spent two decades as Di-
rector of Nursing and influenced countless young women to 
pursue careers in nursing. She was the consummate nurse: 
kind, caring, empathetic, patient, firm and fun. She met and 
developed a lifelong friendship with fellow nurse Betty 
Durham during her years at the home. 

Though raised Methodist, Marianne had joined St. John’s 
Lutheran Church. In her free time, she enjoyed antiquing. 
Marianne and Jack had many pets through the years that 
they loved as family. She deeply loved and cherished her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband Jack 
on Nov. 9, 2018; and son Will Etzbach on March 29, 2020.

Memorials may be directed to Guiding Eyes for the Blind, 
611 Granite Spring Road, Yorktown Heights, N.Y. 10598 or 
at guidingeyes.org. Condolences may be left at wasmerfu-
neralhome.com.

Patricia E. Finley
MENDOTA – Patricia E. (Young) 

Finley, 84, of Mendota, passed away 
on Sunday, Oct. 15, 2023, at Stone-
croft Village in Mendota.

Funeral services will be at 11 
a.m. on Monday, Oct. 23, 2023, 
at Waltham Presbyterian Church 
with Rev. Joel Stevenor, Pastor, 
officiating. Burial will be at 
Waltham Cemetery on a later date. 
Visitation will be from 9 a.m. until 
the time of service at the church. 
Arrangements have been entrusted to the Mueller Funeral 
Home in Ottawa.

Patricia was born on Oct. 7, 1939, in Wichita, Kan., to 
Ellsworth and Dorine (Ellis) Young. She was a graduate of 
LaSalle- Peru High School. Pat married Earl W. Finley in 
November 1958; they divorced in 1990. She then married 
Everett J. Christopher in Hennepin on April 24, 2004.

She is survived by her two sons, Donald (Waynea) Finley, 
of San Antonio, Texas, and Steven (Christine) Finley, of 
Utica; two step-sons, David (Cindy) Christopher, of Utica 
and John (Pam) Christopher, of Mt. Pleasant, Wis.; three 
grandchildren, Logan Finley, Lex Rhodes, Sarah Goetz; 
two great-grandchildren; a brother, Paul (Jane) Young; and 
her cat, Oscar.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Everett in 
2022 and her parents, Ellsworth and Dorine.

She was a member of Waltham Presbyterian Church, 
The American Cut Glass Association, and past member 
of the Waltham Curling Club. Pat was an avid collector of 
glass and enjoyed watching sports on TV. She was a lover 
of animals, especially cats. Her greatest joy was spending 
time with her family.

Pallbearers will be Steve Wilson, David Hagenbuch, 
Logan Finley, David Christopher, David Young, Sarah 
Goetz. Honorary pallbearers will be Lex Rhodes and Amy 
Young Jones.

Memorials may be directed to Waltham Presbyterian 
Church and Mendota Area Senior Services.

You may sign the online guestbook and share remem-
brances at www.MuellerFH.com.
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by our office
for details.
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SPRINGFIELD – With the Medi-
care open enrollment period underway, 
older adults looking to make changes 
to their Medicare coverage can receive 
trusted, unbiased, one-on-one counsel-
ing and assistance through the Illinois 
Department on Aging’s (IDoA) Senior 
Health Insurance Program (SHIP). 

“This is an exciting time for Medi-
care; with new drug price reductions 
on the horizon, it is imperative that you 
compare your current Medicare cover-
age to the 2024 options for Medicare 
health and drug coverage,” said Illinois 
SHIP Director Sandy Leith. “SHIP 
offers personalized service with your 
best interest in mind. Let our passionate 
and caring counselors give you peace 
of mind that you are making the most 
of your Medicare experience.”

The Medicare Open Enrollment 
period begins annually on Oct. 15 
and runs through Dec. 7. During this 
time, people with Medicare have the 
opportunity to review, renew, and/or 
change their current Medicare health 

or drug plan for the upcoming year. 
To help beneficiaries compare 

available plans and make an informed 
decision about which option best meets 
their needs, Illinois’ Senior Health 
Insurance Program (SHIP) provides 
trusted, unbiased, Medicare counseling 
at no cost to people with Medicare, 
their family members, and caregiv-
ers. Counseling services are offered 
at more than 300 locations statewide. 
The SHIP counselor workforce of 
1,000 local assistors recently complet-
ed specialized training on Medicare 
cost-savings updates and the types of 
changes beneficiaries can make during 
Open Enrollment. Beneficiaries are 
encouraged to schedule an appoint-
ment with a local SHIP counselor to 
review their current plan, costs, and 
health needs, then see how other plan 
options compare.

SHIP counselors can also answer 
questions about the best time to 
enroll in Medicare, how Medicare 
works with your retirement insur-

ance, Medicare supplement insurance 
options, Medicare Advantage plans 
and Medicare drug plans. There are 
various ways to save money with your 
Medicare and if you qualify, you may 
save money on premiums and copay-
ments through the Medicare Savings 
Programs. See your SHIP counselor 
for more information.

To find a SHIP counselor near you, 
call the statewide Senior HelpLine at 
1-800-252-8966 or email AGING.
SHIP@illinois.gov. For general in-
formation about SHIP, please visit 
https://ilaging.illinois.gov/ship.html. 
You can also compare details of Medi-
care plans at https://www.medicare.
gov/plan-compare/#/?lang=en&-
year=2023.

For information about the Depart-
ment’s programs and services for older 
adults and persons with disabilities, 
visit https://ilaging.illinois.gov/ or 
contact the Senior HelpLine toll-free 
at 1-800-252-8966, Monday through 
Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Department on Aging to provide Medicare counseling during open enrollment

www.eurekasavings.com
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MENDOTA – Holy Cross School in 
Mendota is holding its 2023 evergreen 
wreath fundraiser.

A variety of evergreen products are 
available for pre-order, including 18-inch 
wreath (country kitchen), 24-inch stan-
dard, 33-inch deluxe, door spray/swag, 
cross 26-inch, bundle of assorted branches 

(7 lbs.) and grave blankets (18-36 inch).
Orders are due on Nov. 1. Items will 

be delivered and should be picked up after 
school in the Holy Cross gymnasium on 
Nov. 30.

For more information or how to order, 
contact Mike Struna at 815-915-7229 or 
email mstruna@holycrossmendota.com.

Orders Due Nov. 1st.     Make Checks Payable to Holy Cross School
Items delivered and picked up after school in the Gym on Nov. 30th.

EMAIL OR CALL MIKE STRUNA IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS-
mstruna@holycrossmendota.com       815-915-7229 

2023 Evergreen Wreath 
Fundraiser for Holy 

Cross School
A variety of evergreen products are 

available for pre-order from the 
Pioneer Valley Farm.

18 inch Wreath (Country Kitchen) $35.00
24 inch Standard Wreath $38.00
33 Inch Deluxe Wreath $45.00
Door Spray/Swag $30.00
Cross 26 inch $45.00
Bundle of assorted branches (7lbs) $25.00
Grave Blankets 18-36 inch $65.00

10182023

OGLESBY – The Il-
linois Valley Community 
College Board of Trustees 
continued to honor its 
founding administrators 
and established a new 
stackable degree for the 
office professionals pro-
gram.

On Oct. 12, the Board 
officially approved reso-
lutions for emeritus status, 
an honorary designation, 
to Dr. Alfred Wisgoski and 
Dr. Jerry Corcoran.

The Office Profession-
als program will allow stu-
dents to take three courses 
to build toward a stackable 
degree. The flexible, af-
fordable schedule lets 
students improve skills 
immediately through in-
dividual courses or devote 
more time in pursuit of 
a degree. Beginning in 
the Fall 2024 semester, 
students can earn certifi-
cates in Microsoft Office 
Specialist, Administrative 
Office Support and Office 
Management.

In her monthly report 
to the Board, President Dr. 
Tracy Morris:

• Reported that a total 
of 1,282 students received 
financial aid assistance 
totaling $2.8 million. 

• Revealed the refur-
bished Early Childhood 
Education lab and work-
room.

• Noted that the 
SPARK! IVCC Junior 
Welding Academy was 
featured in The Welder 
magazine published by 
the Fabricators and Man-
ufacturers Association.

• Shared the Septem-
ber usage for the Eagles 
Peak Food Pantry and 
the Single Stop benefits 
screening software, as 
well as the progress of 
a basic-needs collection 
drive by employees and 
the campus community.

• Provided an update on 
the Tutoring and Writing 
Center’s addition of a chem-
istry study group and recog-
nized the Academic Support 
Center’s 23 professional and 
peer tutors as part of Tutor 
Appreciation Week.

• Noted that an allo-
cation to IVCC from the 
Illinois Community Col-
lege Board was amended 
by an increase of $24,000 
to total $2.3 million.

 In other action, the 
Board of Trustees:

• Authorized Morris to 
begin preparing the 2023 
tax levy.

• Awarded a contract 
to McCoy and Sons, LLC 
for Phase 2 of a farm tiling 
project at a cost not to 
exceed $100,000.

• Authorized annual 
contributions to employee 
health savings or health 
reimbursement accounts.

• Awarded a contract 
to Vissering Construction 
Co. of Streator for the 
erection of a salt storage 
facility in the amount of 
$299,980.

• Authorized the pur-
chase of office furniture 
for an amount not to 
exceed $33,000.

• Acknowledged a 
$58,800 change order in 
the contract for the CET-
LA/Band room elevator 
to reflect installation of 
a sprinkler system as re-
quired by updated codes.

The Board also learned 
of the following:

• Appointments of 
Tracy Beattie as Execu-
tive Director of the IVCC 
Foundation, Jennifer Et-
scheid as Administrative 
Assistant for Student Ser-
vices, and Sarah Goetz as 
Records and International 
Student Specialist in Ad-
missions and Records. 

• Resignations of An-
drew Pyszka as pro-
fessional math/science 
tutor, Ashton Linson as 
Financial Aid Advisor and 
Denise Griffin, part-time 
Information Specialist at 
Ottawa Center. 

• Retirement of Jill 
Hoelzer, Dual Credit In-
structor at La Salle-Peru 
High School.

Holy Cross holding wreath fundraiser

IVCC to offer
stackable degree By PETER HANCOCK 

& ANDREW ADAMS
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – The 
supply of education profes-
sionals continues to improve 
in Illinois despite strains 
brought on by the COVID-19 
pandemic, but persistent is-
sues remain in certain regions 
of the state and within some 
teaching fields.

That’s the conclusion of a 
new report by the education 
advocacy group Advance 
Illinois, which was instru-
mental in the 2017 passage 
of the state’s Evidence-Based 
Funding formula that over-
hauled the way state funds 
public education.

“This is really critical for 
children,” Advance Illinois 
president Robin Steans said. 
“There’s literally nothing 
more important that we do as 
a state than to make sure that 
we’ve got effective teachers 
in every classroom, in front 
of every child. And if we get 
that wrong, if there are gaps, 
if there is turn, if there is 
attrition, all of those things, 
negatively affect kids.”

Even before the pandem-
ic, Illinois was experiencing 
shortages of teachers, admin-
istrators and paraprofession-
als, although the shortages 
weren’t distributed evenly 
across the state or across 
all teaching areas. Then, as 
schools closed during the 
pandemic and later went to 
hybrid systems of remote and 
classroom teaching, there 
were concerns that even more 
educators would opt to leave 
the profession altogether.

However, the Advance 
Illinois report suggests the 
post-pandemic workforce 
remains largely intact. 

It shows the number of 
teachers, assistant principals 
and paraprofessionals work-
ing in Illinois schools has been 
growing steadily since well 
before the pandemic and is 
now at its highest level in the 
past decade. And that growth 
has been seen in all regions of 
the state and across districts 
of different funding levels.

Illinois’ educator workforce weathered pandemic, but persistent issues remain

That finding is also re-
flected in the most recent 
state report card from the 
Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion, which shows the state-
wide average student-teacher 
ratio was 17:1 at the elemen-
tary level, a 10.6 percent 
improvement from five years 
ago. At the high school level, 
the student-teacher ratio was 
18:1, an 8.4 percent improve-
ment from 5 years ago. 

Teachers also increas-
ingly don’t look like the 
students they teach. Fif-
teen years ago, there was 
a 31 percentage point gap 
between the percentage of 
white teachers compared to 
the percentage of white stu-
dents. Last year, that number 
had risen to a 35-point gap, 
meaning that the state’s 
student population is diver-
sifying at a faster rate than 
the teacher workforce. 

This, according to Ad-
vance Illinois, can have det-
rimental effects – academic 
and otherwise – on students 
of color. 

But those are statewide 
averages and they may not 

reflect conditions in all 
classrooms and in all subject 
areas.

According to the Advance 
Illinois report, nearly half of 
all school districts in Illinois 
reported having at least one 
teacher vacancy during the 
2022-2023 school year, with 
the most acute shortages oc-
curring in urban and remote 
rural districts. Urban and 
remote rural districts also had 
the highest concentrations 
of vacant special education 
teacher positions and para-
professional positions.

The report also suggests 
that since the pandemic, 
districts have had particular 
trouble finding enough sub-
stitute teachers and parapro-
fessionals.

“I think that tracks with 
some of what we’re seeing 
in other sectors of the econ-
omy,” Steans said. “I think 
the people who are more 
on the minimum wage end 
of the spectrum, that’s just 
been more of a crunch. And 
I think part of the response 
to that is going to need to be 
to increase compensation and 

other kinds of work-related 
benefits.”

The report notes that 
during the pandemic, schools 
in Illinois benefited greatly 
from federal disaster relief 
money, known as Elemen-
tary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief funds, or 
ESSER. 

According to ISBE, Illi-
nois schools have received 
nearly $8 billion in ESSER 
funds since the pandemic 
began, and more than a third 
of that money – $1.7 billion – 
was used to fund salaries. But 
those funds are scheduled 
to expire next year, which 

means school districts will 
face some difficult budget 
decisions if they want to 
maintain all of the positions 
they currently fund.

Steans said she believes 
schools should be able to 
absorb the loss of that federal 
funding as long as the state 
continues to fully fund the 
Evidence-Based Funding 
formula, the 2017 law that 
calls for $350 million in 
additional school funding 
each year, with the bulk 
of that money going to the 
least-funded districts.

“It’s really hard for me 
to believe that all of those 
dollars are going to go away, 
and we’re not going to see 
some contraction,” Steans 
said. But it’s possible that 
will be minimal. I think we’re 
really just going to have to 
wait and see.”

Rep. Carol Ammons, 
D-Urbana, said Advance 
Illinois’ research is a tool for 
lawmakers and the organiza-
tion often acts as a go-to think 
tank on education issues for 
policymakers. 

“It really does provide us 
with the fodder of data so that 
we can see a real picture of 
what’s going on post-policy,” 
she said. “We pass a law, 
they look at it. We pass a 
law, they look at it. To me as 
a lawmaker, that’s critical.” 

“When we talk about 
a teacher shortage, we’re 
talking about an equity 
issue…,” said ISBE Chief 
of Staff Kimako Patterson 
said. “It is imperative that we 
continue to focus the support 
where it’s needed.”
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Oct. 22, 1997.)
By Jessica Nashold

In October, a hundred years ago, the 
Presbyterian church was destroyed by 
fire. At 11 o’clock in the morning on 
Saturday, Oct. 23, 1897, flames were 
first noted. A new furnace, recently 
installed, had been started up for the 
first time with disastrous results.

Since the church was made of wood 
and was “dry as a tinder box,” it could 
not be saved. The stairway leading up 
from the cellar and another leading to the 
belfry and steeple provided “a regular 
flue for the flames.”

Mendota firemen responded quickly.
Five streams of water from hoses 
and 3,000 barrels of water were 
thrown.
Brace wood under the bell had burned 

away and there was serious danger that 
an abrupt drop would injure firemen and 
other workers below. Charley Moore 
succeeded in lowering the bell from its 
precarious height.

Mayor E.W. Browne laid down a 
rule for the future. “Hereafter, I shall 
appoint officers to arrest outsiders who 
insist on getting in the way of those who 
want to work and who interfere with the 
fire marshal and foreman by shouting 
conflicting orders.”

In a report of the first council meeting 
after the fire, there is mention of a pay-
ment to Charles Moore: “For lowering 
bell at Presbyterian church - $9.”

Firemen were able to protect sur-
rounding houses, including the par-
sonage, for which appreciation was 
expressed by church officers. They were 
also grateful for offers from other con-
gregations to make use of their churches 
during this trying time.

On the Sunday after the fire, the 
Presbyterians met in the Lutheran 
church. The Rev. Theodore Allen chose 
Nehemiah 2:17-18 a text for his sermon 

that day – with emphasis on the phrase 
“Let us rise up and build.”

He then said the congregation must 
decide on the character of a new building 
(1) within their means, (2) equipped for 
their needs, (3) honoring their cause and 
a credit to the city.

The speaker seemed to have just 
the right words at the right time 
given to him.
Mark Ruggles, editor of the Sun & 

Mendota Bulletin, editorialized that 
while the Presbyterian congregation was 
not large, it contained “many wealthy 
families.” A new frame church could be 
built for $7,000, a brick one for $10,000, 
while a stone church would probably 
cost $12,000-$15,000. This would not 
include organ and furnishings.

Mention was made of a Presbyterian 
church being built in Galesburg at a cost 
of $100,000. Mendota, with a population 
about one-fourth the size of Galesburg, 
should be able to raise $10,000-$15,000, 
in the opinion of editor Ruggles. He 
thought some members might give one 
or two thousand – 

And never know the difference 
so far as supplying the desires of 
this life is concerned.
The church was insured with two 

companies – Lancashire of England 
and National of Hartford. The coverage 
included $2,800 for the building, $200 
for furnishings and $500 for the pipe 
organ. A piano had also been insured 
but was rescued.

The ruins of the old church were 
advertised for sale with the exception 
of the foundation and what furniture had 
been saved. The purchaser would have 

to remove the material by Jan. 1. John 
Dudgeon bought the ruins in November, 
paying $110.

Also in November, the congregation 
voted to build, and in March 1898, they 
approved plans.

An unexpected obstacle was a 
declaration of war with Spain on April 
23, 1898. Nevertheless, a contract was 
awarded to Herman Bierwirth in May. 
Delivery was made of 150,000 bricks 
from the Goodwin brickyard in Mendota 
for the inner walls. Thirty carloads of 
Dakota Jasper arrived and 18 carloads 
of limestone for the foundation. A corner 
stone was laid in July.

Contents included a Bible, Amer-
ican and Cuban flags, an 1898 world 
almanac, pictures of President William 
McKinley, Admiral Dewey and Com-
modore Schley, a new postage stamp, 
copies of three Mendota papers – The 
Sun & Bulletin, The Mendota Reporter 
and The Post (a German language pa-
per) – also several church publications.

In August 1898, the war ended.
The new church was completed and 

dedicated on Dec. 18, 1898.
During most of this extended period, 

while the church was under construc-
tion, Presbyterian services and other 
church-related activities were conduct-
ed in the opera house.

***
A thumbnail history of the church 

was published at the time of the fire. 
It was established Aug. 26, 1855, by 
the Reverends John Fleming and C.R. 
Fisk, with five members. In 1856, the 
Rev. James Henderson arrived and the 
first church built. There were 106 mem-
bers. Rev. Henderson also established 
a seminary on 13th Avenue, but died 
in 1861. Successors as pastors were 
the Reverends R.C. Colmary 1861-69, 
R.C. Swinton 1870-71, S.H. Weller 
1871-76, N.S. Dickey 1876-77, G.A. 
Pollock 1878-90, T.H. Allen 1891 the 
incumbent.

Fire destroys Presbyterian Church – 1897
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry  
It doesn’t take long to read or listen to anti-Israel advo-

cacy before the word “colonial” or “colonialism” is hurled 
at the Jewish state. 

After the spasm of Hamas murder, rape, and kidnapping 
over the weekend, the U.S. Palestinian Community Network 
exclaimed, “Our people are waging an anti-colonial, anti-oc-
cupation, and anti-Zionist liberation struggle!”

According to an anti-Israel statement signed by dozens 
of student groups at Harvard, Israel is undertaking “colonial 
retaliation.”

An academic cottage industry is devoted to deeming Israel 
a decades-long exercise in “settler colonialism,” and Hamas 
itself is partial to the term.

The use of the word “colonial” in all its forms isn’t meant 
to accurately describe realty or clarify anything; rather it is a 
term of abuse wielded to delegitimize Israel and justify every 
means of resisting its very existence.

The “colonial” smear can’t survive contact with the 
slightest critical scrutiny.

First of all, the original Jewish settlers in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries weren’t sent by any mother country 
to set up enclaves for the honor and profit of the homeland. 
To the contrary, they were escaping countries that, in many 
cases, didn’t want them. It would have been perverse for 
Jews to have sought, say, to establish an outpost of Russia in 
the Levant, given the atrocities routinely carried out against 
them on Russian soil.

They thought of their venture as a return to a place that 
Jews had inhabited for thousands of years.

Indeed, the colonialism charge raises the question of how 
an indigenous people can be colonizers?

The Jewish people have had a connection to Israel since 
Abraham. The people became fundamentally identified with 
the land; indeed, they were synonymous. The land was a locus 
of the Jewish faith -- the site of its holy city, Jerusalem; the 
place where many religious commandments, the mitzvot, were 
supposed to be performed; the object of yearning after the 
dispossession of Ancient Israel (“Next year in Jerusalem”).

There is a reason that Zionists had no interest in settling 
in Uganda, as was proposed in the early 20th century.

On top of this, Israel has been willing at key junctures, 
notably right at the beginning in 1948, to accept a two-state 
solution.

The Palestinians must be counted among the worst na-
tionalists the world has ever known: They have repeatedly 
rejected opportunities to obtain a nation-state because they 
hate Israel’s legitimate national aspirations more than they 
love their own.

In one sense, Israel’s ultimate offense is to have won 
defensive wars fought against antagonists seeking to wipe 
it from the map.

As for Gaza, Israel ended its occupation nearly 20 years 
ago. It wanted to wash its hands of the place as much as 
possible, an understandable impulse but one that has proved 
unsustainable. Hamas won legislative elections in 2006 and 
then expelled the rival Palestinian group Fatah in a factional 
war. In total control, Hamas proceeded to make Gaza a base 
for conducting armed operations against Israel.

Israel’s failing here wasn’t so much heavy-handedness 
-- although it took measures to protect itself from the threat 
in Gaza, as did Egypt -- but the naive belief it could reach a 
de facto accommodation with a Hamas that would misrule 
Gaza for its own ends while not becoming too dire a threat 
to Israel. Its mass terror attack on Israel ends that delusion.

If nothing else, the accusation of colonialism is very 
telling. There is one country in the roll call of nations that 
doesn’t deserve to exist. One people that doesn’t deserve 
a homeland. One people who, despite being subjected to 
hideous persecutions over the centuries and being constantly 
attacked today, is supposedly guilty of every possible crime.

And it happens to be Israel and its Jewish inhabitants.
The Hamas attack was just a taste of what it would do to 

Israel if it had the power -- extricate an indigenous people 
from their homeland in the most brutal fashion possible, in 
the name, of course, of anti-colonialism.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2023 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Israel is not a colonial state

We’re not quite to Thanksgiving, yet, but I don’t want to 
wait until the time for thanks to give thanks. 

Why not in the middle of October when the skies went 
from summer’s bright and sunny to the fall’s dark and 
cloudy? Seems like we could all use a figuratively sunny 
day or sunny read.

Throughout the last 
year and some change, 
I’ve received thank you’s 
for stories and photographs 
I’ve had the opportunity to 
write or take.

I appreciate them, say 
thank you for saying thank 
you.

Well, it’s about time for 
me to say thank you first.

Thank you for buying a copy or having a subscription of 
the Mendota Reporter and Amboy News.

Thank you for reading in print or online. 
Thank you for wanting to be connected to your community 

and the people, businesses, history and landmarks within 
Amboy and Mendota and the surrounding areas.

Thank you for communicating with us.
Thank you for sending us emails or stopping in the office 

(703 Illinois Ave. in Mendota) with ideas for stories. We think 
of all kinds of material and mingle with the community to 
gather leads, but assistance is always appreciated.

Thank you for supporting the local paper when there are 
happenings all over the county, state, and country and more 
avenues than ever before to get news.

If anyone is aware of citizens not being interested in the 
newspaper because of social media, it’s the people who have 
a passion for producing a newspaper every week.

Local journalists talking to residents, business owners, 
politicians, civic workers, officials, and every other title 
coined to someone in a town, about dilemmas and benefits 
is still highly important in a small rural town where no one 
cares except the people in the town’s borders and the sur-
rounding general area. 

And the people who have dedicated their professions 
to amplify, promote, and support those very aspects of our 
towns and the people in them…the Mendota Reporter and 
the Amboy News.

I get it, Facebook is instant.
Yes, a weekly paper where the innards of a paper is 

composed on a Monday, and not printed until Wednesday, 
will never be able to keep up with a photo posted on FB on 
a Tuesday. If the photo is used by us after contacting the 
individual or business who posted, it would not be printed 
until eight days later, the following Wednesday.

At the same time, the only people who can see what you 
posted are the ones who follow you or are in your inner social 
media circle. Even if someone shares, it’s still not going to 
reach the same amount of people or different audience it 
would with the News or Reporter.  

In a small area, the inner social media groups are the 
same. If Tom shares Don’s photo of his daughter’s gradu-
ation, but Tom and Don are in the same family or grew up 
together, the chances of that share reaching another layer 
of audience is very slim because it’s probably repopulating 
in the same social media circle as Don’s. 

Which means all mutual friends saw it twice and it 
didn’t get much further.

I saw a post from a sports team about an event. There 
were 12 reactions and two shares. Awesome. However, 
the reach didn’t expand far as 11 of the 12 reactions are 
from people associated with the team and the two shares 
were spouses of people associated with the team, who are 
connected to the 11 reactors. 

They’re all part of the same social media circle.  
Whether it’s a week later or not, the Reporter and the 

News are avenues where your businesses’ new sale, your 
grandparents’ 50th anniversary, your team’s latest accom-
plishment, your non-profit organization’s newest event are 
going to be read about with all the proper information to 
thousands of people in print, online (www.amboynews.
com and www.mendotareporter.com), and on the two 
paper’s FB accounts .

Thank you to those who share with us even if you’re 
posting and sharing yourself. Thank you for letting us 
expand the reach. 

And put it in print for the refrigerator moment when a 
grandchild smiles as they see their student of the month 
pose on grandma’s refrigerator. 

Or the plaque moment when an adult looks at their 
wall at the cutout of the Reporter photo of their brother 
after he made a game winning shot in a basketball game 
10 years before he passed away.

I also understand people want to do their own advertising 
or not wanting to tell their story.

It’s OK to tuck the award you won into corner of a 
box in your attic. But how do you remember how you felt 
when you won? In 30 years are you going to remember 
how you won?

Facebook memories might help a little, but the memory 
is only going to remind you of the surface thoughts you 
had at the time. 

No one asked you to dig deep for feelings. No one asked 
you to think outside the box. No one asked you to think.

That’s The Amboy News and The Mendota Reporter 
provide; memories that are securely put in a space, a forum, 
a vault, a plaque, or under a magnet by those who are trained 
and have the experience to properly ask the emotionally 
triggering questions, take the correctly timed photo, and 
add the person-first, community-first, business-first touch.

Thank you for allowing us to do our jobs in commu-
nities we love.

A thank you, to you

Never 
the 

Last 
Chance

By Brandon LaChance
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TWO DAY - PUBLIC AUCTION 
HAVING DECIDED TO RETIRE THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED WELDING  

EQUIPMENT AND INVENTORY WILL BE OFFERED BY ONLINE AND LIVE PUBLIC 
AUCTION LOCATED AT 1605 – ½ 13TH AVE., MENDOTA IL  61342

Saturday, November 4th &  
Sunday, November 5, 2023 @ 9:30 A.M.

Saturday, November 4th, 9:30 a.m. (there will be 2 rings – 
bring a friend) 
WELDERS AND EQUIPMENT:  *Linde SE-300 ac/dc power supply, 3 
phase; *Lincoln Ideal Arc Tig-300 AC/DC Arc Welder; *Hobart RG-500 3ph 
welder; *Lincoln Power Wave 455M w/Lincoln Power feed 10mm mig kit, 
3ph; *Lincoln CV-305 w/Lincoln LF-72 Mig Kit, 3ph; *Lincoln Power Wave 
455m w/Lincoln Power Feed 10mm mig kit; *Plasmark PCM-70 Plasma, will 
cut ¾” aluminum; *Lincoln Shield Arc S-200 portable welder, gas, 932 hrs, 
on trailer; *Hobart 250 portable welder, gas generator, on trailer; *Lincoln 
250 pipeline welder, 25 hrs. on rebuild engine; *Hypertherm Powermax 
1650 G3 series Plasma Cutter, 1 ¼” steel, 3/8” – ½” Alumn./SS; *Ellis 
Model 9400 Drill Press w/variable speed control; *PowerMatic variable 
speed drill press, 3ph; *Hougan HMD925 Automatic Power Feed drill; 
*Hougan HMD 927 Automatic Power Feed drill; *Hougan Electro-Hy-
draulic hole punch, 1/16” – ½” plate, ¼” – ¾” punch; *Hougan Mag Drill 
M-277; *Jenco USA 5000 Slugger Mag Drill; *Prime-Cut Porta-Kut pierc-
ing tool; *2 – Acetylene torches on carts; *Tomet T350 cutt-off saw, water 
cooled 2200; *Hyd-Mech V-18 Series II band saw water cooled, 30” throat, 
45 degree left to 45 degree right, 3 ph, hyd.jaws; *DoAll metal band saw, 3 
ph, horizontal; *South Bend metal lathe; *Buffalo Forge Co. Iron Worker 
No. ½ Punch, ¼” – 1 1/8” round punch and dies, ¼” – ¾” square punch and 
dirs., various slotted punch and dies; *Geka Hyd 110 Iron Worker, 65,000 
PSI, 3 ph, w/various punches, round and slotted; *Hyd. Press w/2 stage 
pump, 85 ton, w/dies to bend metal (homemade dies); *Bridgeport Vertical 
Mill; *Heck Bevel-Mill Model 8000, handheld, 110V, adjustable; *Rigid 535 
Threader w/Rigid 141 Threaders, 2 ½” – 4” pipe, fine thread up to 1”, course 
thread up to 2”, pipe thread up to 4:, 110V; *Ercoline Pipe Bender, Electric/
hyd, 220V; *Hausfeld Hand Pipe Bender; *Pipe Mitering Sander ALMI 
Machine Fabricator; *Napa 7 ton Pneumatic bumper jack; *Wilton Grinder 
on Stand; *Parts washer; * Misc. Cutters; 
TRUCKS, TRAILERS, TRACTORS & EQUIPMENT: *Mitsubishi FG40 
forklift, 5829 hrs., 8,000 lb. capacity; *1991 Ford F350, 2wd, automatic, gas, 
w/welding bed, w/Lincoln weld, acetylene torch & hose reels, air compressor, 
120 psi, 110V, truck shows 77,652 miles; *1952 International 460 #5759, 
LP gas, shows 890 eng. Hrs., 14.9-28 tires, w/loader & counter weight; *IH 
284 gas tractor w/loader, shows 824 eng. Hrs.; Economy Power King 
gas tractor; *Yale LP Forklift, 2,000 lb capacity; *2008 Chevrolet 3500 HD 
pickup truck, standard cab, flatbed w/ladder rack, PW, PL, 111,282 miles, 
6.0L Vortec engine, Meyer 7’6” snowplow, 4x4; *Homemade 3 axle enclosed 
trailer, 24’, 8’ tall, title; *Yamaha Big Bear 350, 4x4, ATV, runs; *Brillon 5’ 
3pt drill, rebuilt; *SplitMaster 25T log splitter, gas engine, on wheels; *Meyer 
8’ snow plow and misc. parts; *Various Meyer snow plow parts; *6 – sets of 
scaffolding; *2 – aluminum planks;
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH, 9:30 a.m.
*A very large inventory of dimensional mild steel, stainless steel, expand-
ed metal, flat metal, mostly hot rolled; *Varity of iron racks; *100+ air gas 
tanks, oxygen, acetylene, argon, 75/25, straight CO2, 90/10, helium and 
dry nitrogen. 

**A more complete inventory will be on the internet listing
Seller: MENDOTA WELDING & MFG., LLC

815.539.6944
For online bidding go to www.redigerauctionservice.com

NUMBER SYSTEM WILL BE USED – I.D. REQUIRED – TERMS: CASH 
OR GOOD CHECK – NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS

Lunch Stand provided by BRADFORD SNACK SHACK
REDIGER AUCTION SERVICE, WYANET, IL

 JON MOON 815-303-4488           JEREMY REDIGER 815-878-7515

OBITUARIES
Mary Ellen Overright

FARMINGTON, N.M. – Mary 
Ellen Overright, 88, of Farmington 
N.M. joined her husband Edward 
Isaac in their eternal home on Sept. 
24, 2023, surrounded by many of her 
loving family members.

A celebration of life will be held 
on Oct. 28, 2023, at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Farmington, 
N.M. A Rosary and Funeral Mass are 
scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. with 
interment to follow immediately on 
site in the Sacred Heart Columbari-
um. All are invited to attend a dinner 
reception in the Parish Hall following 
the services.

Mary Ellen, as she was affec-
tionately known by her family and 
close friends, was born on Easter 
Sunday, April 21, 1935, to John H. 
Schwemlein and Lillian C. (Klein) 
Schwemlein in the small midwestern 
town of Mendota.

As a young woman she enjoyed the family’s many cats, 
riding horses, attending picture shows and rollerskating with 
friends, hanging out at the local hot spots. She graduated 
from Mendota High School in 1953. She also worked as a 
switchboard operator for the General Telephone Company.  
During this time she met her husband Eddie on a blind date 
arranged by her best friend.  Won over by his infectious smile 
and devoted pursuit despite being separated by his military 
involvement, they were wed on Oct. 15,1955, at Holy Cross 
Church in Mendota. They were married 66 years before his 
passing in 2021.

She leaves behind sons James (Heather) Overright and 
Michael (Angela) Overright as well as four daughters, Theresa 
(Dan) Spaid, Anne (Kurt) Urban, Donna (Kevin) King and 
Mary (Ed) Lopez; her 15 grandchildren; 44 great-grandchil-
dren and four great-great-grandchildren. She is also survived 
by two brothers, Richard (Lois) Schwemlein and Leonard 
Schwemlein, both of Mendota; and one sister, Ruth Ann 
Vaessen of Sublette, as well as many nieces and nephews 
and in-laws.

She was preceded in death by her husband Edward Isaac 
and two brothers, James Edward Schwemlein and Henry 
(Heini) Peter Schwemlein. 

Her life became filled with the role of a dedicated house-
wife and devoted mother to 6. Always intent on keeping the 
family together she followed her husband moving many 
times as his various jobs and employment required. Even-
tually they settled for a while in Colorado and then finally 
Farmington. Mary wore many hats in addition to her roles 
of mother and wife. Some she will be most remembered for 
are working as a school cook, as a cashier for Thrifty Drug 
Store, as a student at San Juan College, and as a co-owner 
with her husband and son Michael of Overright Trucking Inc. 
of Farmington.  Here she remained an active partner until 
her health no longer allowed it.

As Mary and Ed’s family of six grew with the addition 
of 15 grandchildren and 48 great-grandchildren, she spent 
many hours remembering and celebrating each (and their 
spouses) with birthday cards, graduation cards, anniversary 
cards, and numerous other events worthy of recognition. At 
Christmas her treasured tradition of giving hand-picked or-
naments to each family member will also be greatly missed. 
Family was definitely one of her favorite pastimes. There 
were adventures spent exploring old mining towns and the 
mountains of Silverton, fishing and picnicking on the shores 
of Colorado lakes and reservoirs, or just sitting at a poker 
machine enjoying some shared gaming time. As long as 
family was involved it seemed to be enjoyed.

Mary Ellen was a member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
and a strong supporter of the pro-life community. 

At this time the family would like to extend a special 
heartfelt thank you to all the nurses, doctors, and various 
staff members for their care, support, and most of all kindness 
shown to their mother during her hard-fought cancer battle. 
All were greatly appreciated.

In lieu of flowers the family is encouraging memorial 
contributions be made to a charity of choice. 

“A limb has fallen from the family tree.
I keep hearing a voice that says, “Grieve not for me”.
Remember the best times, the laughter, the song.
The good life I lived while I was strong.”
We love you mom. Eternal rest grant unto thee.

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

SUBLETTE – The Vil-
lage of Sublette Board had 
a short, efficient meeting 
Monday, Oct. 9 at the Ellice 
Dinges Center in Sublette.

A motion was passed 
for the village to pay TJS 
Excavating $2,500 (not to 
exceed) to clean the storm 
sewer with a jetter. The 
payment will be for eight 
hours of work as it costs 
$400 for the first hour and 
$300 for every hour after.

The board also passed a 
motion to hire Cam-Vac Inc. 
out of Sandwich to televise 

Sublette Board OKs storm sewer cleaning
the sewer before the jetting 
takes place.

Test Inc. submitted its 
report for August as Test 
visited Sublette four times 
including flushing the vil-
lage’s fire hydrants. Test 
Inc. recommends replacing 
the filter media.

Trustee Julie Kessel and 
economic development 
coordinator Don Dinges 
discussed calendar events 
for the rest of this year and 
next year. 

The Sublette Car Show 
on Sept. 16 was canceled 
due to the weather, but 
around 50 cars still showed 

up and there was a de-
cent crowd even though it 
rained. 

The Farmer’s Market fell 
through as vendors couldn’t 
make it due to prescheduled 
events. Dinges said he is 
going to confirm a date for 
next year soon so he can 
book the event and the ven-
dors a year ahead of time.

Board president John 
Stenzel addressed the Com-
prehensive Plan Meeting, 
which was Sept. 21. He 
thought the meeting was 
solid and accomplished 
what it was meant for, 
resident input, but he was 

disappointed with the at-
tendance. 

The village message 
board was voted to get re-
paired and to stay where it 
is located in previous meet-
ings, however, it still needs 
an Illinois Department of 
Transportation permit, a 
property lease and legal 
documentation to the state. 

The concrete in front 
of the ECD door and by 
the ramp downtown were 
patched. The patching is 
to improve the walkways 
until after the winter when 
a plan can be put in place 
for a permanent fix. 

OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community Col-
lege will host its second 
annual Día de los Muer-
tos, or Day of the Dead, 
celebration throughout 
the month of October. 
Altars dedicated to loved 
ones will be set up inside 
the main entrances on the 
Main Campus and at the 
Ottawa Center from Oct. 
11 - Nov. 2.

The public is invit-
ed to contribute to the 
memorials by bringing 
photos of loved ones 
(human or animal) who 
are no longer with us, 
or offerings of non-per-
ishable foods and sealed 
drinks to nourish and 
enrich those who are 
gone. Written notes and 
loving memories can 
also be displayed. 

Contributions to the 
displays,  labeled on 
the back with names 
and phone numbers of 
contributors, will be 
accepted starting Oct. 
10. When the event is 
over, the items must 

be picked up by Nov. 
3 at the front desks on 
the Main Campus or at 
Ottawa Center.

The event is spon-
sored by the Hispanic 
Leadership Team, the 
Illinois Valley Visual 
Arts Club, and The Proj-
ect Success Leadership 
Team.

The celebration and 
altars are part of an 
almost 3,000-year-old 
rich tradition. Every 
year on Nov. 1-2, Latino 
communities around the 
world celebrate and hon-
or those who have passed 
on to the next life, using 
decorative and brightly 
colored altars and me-
morials covered in flow-
ers, a variety of symbolic 
visual gestures, and lit 
with candles.

For more informa-
tion, contact Sara Esca-
tel at sara_escatel@ivcc.
edu or (815) 224-0355 or 
Shannon Slaight at shan-
non_slaight-brown@
ivcc.edu or (815) 224-
0351

IVCC holding Day
of Dead celebration
through Nov. 2nd

703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396  •  www.mendotareporter.com

Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send informative, 
interesting & educational newspapers to the Mendota 

School System throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2023-2024 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette 
NUMARKCU.ORG 

Federally Insured by NCUA

250 Marquette 
St.

LaSalle, IL 
61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 

61342
Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia 
Ave.

Oglesby, IL 61348
Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

105 West 1st 
South St.

Wenona, IL 
61377

Ph: 853-4333

www.eurekasavings.com
NMLS#447018

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

AUTO REPAIR 
ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Dr.
815-538-2412

LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
902 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

R&R Taller
4187 Rt. 251
815-538-4979

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

CABINETRY AND STAIRS  
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799
800 Washington Street • Mendota
Srwoodproducts.com

CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598
 
Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036
Emergency Number 815-441-8207

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
NuMark Credit Union
Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE 
In-Home Care 
Connection Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

JUNK REMOVAL 
Highsmith Haul Away 
815-993-8673
HighsmithHaulAway.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

MUSEUMS 
Breaking The Prairie Museum and 
Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St. 
815-538-2550
Mendota Pet Salon
2104 E. Main St.
815-878-3185

PIZZA  
Sicily Pizzeria L.L.C.
709 13th Avenue
815-539-7550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!
NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and Operated 
by Paul and Mary Breznay

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Gibson Towing
Leland and Sandwich
815-651-9436

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP
Smooth Smokes and Vapor 
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com
 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

2 locations 
Mendota 

*Locally owned and operated 
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Expires 11/30/2023
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SOCIAL NEWS

Our autopay subscribers will be getting a  
letter in the mail about the increase to  

their subscription cost.
We are having a Fall Savings Special for  

subscriptions through the month of October. To renew 
your subscription, please fill out the form in the ad in  
today’s paper, or call our office at 815-539-9396.

• In-area rate will be $69 
• Out-of-area rate will be $89 

• Autopay rate will be $60 for 
in-area and $80 for out-of-area

Due to increased costs to print and mail the paper,  
The Mendota Reporter will be raising our subscription rates as of Nov. 1.

Yearly Rates

WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage MotorcyclesHot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

 

10162023

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

Snow Removal Snow Removal   
(Residential & Commercial)(Residential & Commercial)

Seniors get a discountSeniors get a discount

• Tree Trimming• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal• Tree Removal

 $25 OFF
  Gutter Cleaning 
• Bush & Shrub • Bush & Shrub 

Trimming Trimming 
• Stump Grinding• Stump Grinding

• Free Estimates • Fully Insured •• Free Estimates • Fully Insured •
815-503-9273815-503-9273

Location:
Mendota Civic Center

Saturday,
November 11, 2023

10 a.m.-3 p.m.

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, 
Mendota, IL*Sip-n-Shop*

30 + 
Vendors

    Holiday
Craft & 

Vendor Fair

10
16

20
23

Free Admission
Free Parking
Free Admission
Free Parking

Pork 
Chop 

Dinner

Dinner Includes: 
2 delicious pork 

chops, baked 
beans, coleslaw, 
biscuit, brownie

Kevin Malach Catering  
of Sublette

             Mendota 1st United  
            Methodist Church

              Wednesday, Nov. 8
4:30-7pm 

Drive-Thru Only

100 East Sixth Street, Mendota •  815-538-5587

Tickets available at the church office, 
First State Bank, Eureka Savings Bank$15

Having a Garage Sale?
For best results, advertise
your sale in The Reporter.
Call 815-539-9396.

MENDOTA – A 100th birthday card shower is 
planned for Arlene Schmitt. Her birthday is Friday, 
Nov. 3.

If you would like to send her well-wishes on her 
milestone birthday, cards can be mailed to Arlene 
Schmitt, 901 First St., Mendota, IL 61342.

Card shower set
for Schmitt’s 100th
q Milestone birthday is November 3

Don’t miss out
on the news.
Call or stop

by our office
for details.

OGLESBY – Tracy Be-
attie of Ottawa brings more 
than 20 years of fundrais-
ing and de-
velopment 
experience 
to her new 
role as Ex-
e c u t i v e 
Director of 
Illinois Val-
ley Community College’s 
Foundation.

Beattie had served nine 
years at the Starved Rock 
Regional Center for Thera-
py and Child Development 
(SRRC), first as director of 
development and the last 
seven years as president and 
CEO. She led the organiza-
tion through a pandemic, a 
re-branding and an enroll-
ment increase.

Non-profit work is a pas-
sion for Beattie. “I care about 
people and I’m passionate 
about helping others. I’ve 
always been passionate about 
making a difference in my 
community, and I’m excit-
ed about working at IVCC. 
I’ve seen the value of what 
IVCC has brought to people’s 
careers and lives and it will 
be nice to be a part of that. 
Students are here because 
they want to learn and grow 
and I want to be part of that 
energy,” she said.

After graduating from Ot-
tawa Township High School 
and Eastern Illinois Universi-
ty, the Ottawa native pursued 
a career in communications, 
marketing, and development 
in the Chicago suburban area. 
Though thankful for that 
experience, she was happy to 
return to her hometown and 
family in the Illinois Valley.

She cites her strengths in 
leadership, strategic plan-
ning and experience in many 
aspects of the non-profit 
sector, and says, “It’s nice 
to get back to my roots in 
fundraising. I enjoy building 
relationships and being able 
to really share a mission by 
telling the stories and engag-
ing donors and volunteers.”

T. Beattie chosen to
lead IVCC Foundation
as executive director

Beattie

One of her goals is to 
increase alumni engage-
ment and donations, and 
potentially to develop a 
successful capital campaign 
to promote a special need 
or project.

Beattie and her husband, 
Michael, are parents of four 
children. Their son Michael 
and daughter Taylor are in 
high school and daughters 
Collette and Madeline are 
college students pursuing 
law and architecture de-
grees.

Beattie, who grew up 
in Ottawa’s theater/band/
choir tradition, enjoys ex-
ercise, spending time with 
family and friends, and at-
tending movies and theater. 
She also describes herself as 
“such a football girl, a huge 
Chicago Bears fan” whose 
interest was sparked by her 
son. “It was something we 
could do together, a way to 
bond. And I was hooked.”

Beattie succeeds Fran 
Brolley, who retired as 
Executive Director of Com-
munity Relations and De-
velopment last spring after 
34 years with the college.

OTTAWA – The vibrant 
and culturally rich downtown 
Ottawa is set to host the 8th 
Annual Wine & Art Walk 
on Saturday, Nov. 4. This 
eagerly anticipated event, 
set for 2-6 p.m., promises 
a time of indulgence, art 
appreciation, and holiday 
shopping opportunities for 
visitors and residents alike.

The Wine & Art Walk 
is a unique celebration that 
invites attendees to explore 
the heart of Ottawa while sa-
voring fine wines, delectable 
appetizers, and immersing 
themselves in the local art 
scene. Participants will have 
the chance to sample an 
array of wines and discover 
remarkable works of art, all 
while strolling through the 
charming streets of down-
town Ottawa.

Tickets for the event 
are available at $35 in 
advance and $40 on the 
day of the event. To pur-
chase tickets in advance, 
please visit https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/2023-ot-
tawa-wine-and-art-walk-
november-4-2023-tickets-
677470752257?aff=oddtdt-
creatoror or call 815-433-
5000, ext. 2. Early ticket 
purchase is encouraged as 
this event tends to sell out 
quickly.

One of the highlights of 
the Wine & Art Walk is the 
Wine and Art Walk Passport, 
which will be provided to 
all guests upon registration. 
This Passport not only en-
hances the experience but 
also offers a chance to win 
one of 15 exciting prizes. It 
encourages participants to 
visit and support local busi-
nesses, fostering a sense of 
community and commerce.

Ottawa Wine
& Art Walk
planned for
November 4
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THE BACK PAGE

Subscribe today. See Page B8 for
our Fall Savings Spectacular!!

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, Oct. 20
Parmesan Crusted Cod 

Saturday, Oct. 21
Flat Iron Steak 

 
Cook Out Night - October 28th!   

Stop in for Lunch Serving 11:00-1:30  
Tuesday-Saturday-Daily Specials-Homemade Soups, 

Homemade Tenderloins & More!  
Find our Specials on FB or our Website

Now Booking Holiday Parties!
Call today!

10
16

20
23

Rt. 251• Mendota
(815) 539-5985
Open 7 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-9pm
Thur. 4pm-9pm
Friday & Sat. 11am-10pm
Joe & Ana Arteaga

Thursdays 4:00pm-9:00pm

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Perfect for parties, weddings, birthdays or 

any gathering.

Sunday SpecialSunday Special: : 
Chicken Wings SpecialChicken Wings Special
1/4 Chicken, French fries, 1/4 Chicken, French fries, 
Cole Slaw - $8Cole Slaw - $8
MondayMonday: : 
Margaritas - $5 Margaritas - $5 
Tuesday: Tuesday: Taco Night!Taco Night! 
WednesdayWednesday: : 
1/4 Fried Chicken with 1/4 Fried Chicken with 
French Fries & Coleslaw - $8French Fries & Coleslaw - $8

07032023

FOR DAILY SPECIALS!

LIKE & FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK

THURSDAY SPECIAL ONLY 

15% o� *

regular priced menu items 
excluding alcohol

*please present coupon for o� er

• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery
• Auto Truck Repair

• Emergency Roadside Assistance
• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

05
01

20
23

Compton • 815-343-8047
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette • 815-849-5171

GARAGE SALE
2063 N. 43rd Road,

Leland
Oct. 20, 1-6 p.m.

Oct. 21, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Oct. 22, 1-4 p.m.
Furniture, tools,

housewares, bedding,
vinyl records,
CDs & DVDs.

Sunday half off.
1t42msr

FALL GARAGE SALE
1303 Hawthorne Court

Thursday, Oct. 19
2-6 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 20
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Everything priced to sell.
Lots of winter apparel,

women’s-men’s-baby boy
costumes, home
& holiday décor,

suitcases & strollers.
1t42msr

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Destiny Hodge, 30, of 
1901 Stroble Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with driving 
while license suspended 
after a traffic stop at Guiles 
Avenue and 17th Street at 
7:27 p.m. Oct. 7. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DOMESTIC BATTERY
Alexis A. Adams, 25, 

of 100 S. First Ave., Lot 9, 
Mendota, was charged with 
domestic battery after police 
officers responded to a 9-1-1 
call to the residence at 7:44 
p.m. Oct. 13. The subject was 
transported to the LaSalle 
County jail to appear for a 
bond hearing.

POLICE
BLOTTER

By Mike Weitl
PERU – Social Se-

curity strives to deliver 
great customer service 
and helpful information 
to everyone, including 
people who are more 
comfortable reading and 
speaking Spanish.   

Our Spanish-lan-
guage website, www.
segurosocial.gov, pro-
vides information about 
our programs and ser-
vices. You can learn how 
to get a Social Security 
card, plan for retirement, 
apply for benefits, and 
much more.  

You can also learn 
more about why Social 
Security is important to 
the Hispanic commu-
nity at www.ssa.gov/
espanol/personas/his-
panos. We provide many 
publications in Spanish 
at www.ssa.gov/espanol/
publicaciones on popular 
topics such as: 

• Retirement, disabili-
ty, and survivors benefits.  

• Medicare.
• Supplemental Secu-

rity Income (SSI). 
Spanish-speaking 

customers who need to 
speak with a representa-
tive can call us at 1-800-
772-1213 and press 
7. Please share these 
resources with friends 
and family who may need 
them. And follow us on 
our Spanish-language 
Facebook and Twitter 
at www.facebook.com/
segurosocial and twitter.
com/segurosocial.  

(Weitl is the Social Se-
curity District Manager 
in Peru.)

Social Security 
services available 
for Hispanic 
community

Social Security

OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community College’s 
agriculture department will host its Fall Open House 
from 9-11 a.m. Friday, Oct. 20, in the Mary Margaret 
Weeg Cultural Centre.

High school students, parents, instructors and ad-
ministrators are invited.

Campus tours will be available, and participants 
can interact with instructors, students, and university 
ag program representatives, and discover scholarship 
opportunities.

“Come check out our new Agriculture Education 
Center and campus farm and learn about our new Ag 
Building,” said program Co-coordinator Willard Mott. 
“You will discover all of the opportunities to learn in and 
out of the classroom, and about many great ways to get 
involved through the Professional Agriculture Student 
Organization (PAS), field trips, and Ag Club activities.”

Participants will be able “to speak with current stu-
dents and hear why they chose IVCC, and get a chance to 
meet and speak with us directly about what our courses, 
degrees, and certificates cover,” added co-coordinator 
Jennifer Timmers.

For information, contact Mott at 815-224-0413 or 
willard_mott@ivcc.edu or Timmers at 815-224-0495 
or Jennifer_timmers@ivcc.edu.

IVCC plans ag department
Fall Open House Oct. 20th
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SPORTS

See Football, Page B2

Mendota’s Isaac Diaz races to the ball as Serena’s Matt Farrell is in pursuit during a 
regional soccer game on Oct. 14 at the MHS field. (Reporter photo)

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota boys’ soccer team 
cleared its first hurdle on the 
tournament trail by thrashing 
Serena, 6-1, in the opening 
round of the Mendota Class 
1A Regional Soccer Tour-
nament on Oct. 14 at the 
MHS field.

The Trojans (20-2-2) 
opened up a 2-0 lead in the 
first half before Serena cut 
the margin in half with what 
proved to be its lone goal of 
the contest.

It was all Mendota in the 
second half as it pounded in 
four more goals to win by a 
comfortable margin.

Cesar Casas led the charge 
for the Trojans with three 
goals and one assist. The 
other Mendota goals went 
to Isaac Diaz, Johan Cortez 
and Ramiro Palacios. Cortez 
added a pair of assists and 
Diaz had one assist.

Mateo Goy was between 
the pipes and picked up seven 
goalie saves.

Mendota will battle with 
conference foe Kewanee for 
the regional championship at 

Mendota’s Cesar Casas tries to keep the ball away from 
Matt Farrell of Serena in regional soccer action on Oct. 
14 at the MHS field. (Reporter photo)

Trojans roll over Serena to
reach regional soccer final

7 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 18. 
The Boilers were 3-0 winners 
over Roanoke-Benson in the 
other regional game.

During the regular season, 
the Trojans posted a 5-0 shut-
out victory over Kewanee.

The Mendota Regional 
champion will advance to the 
Chillicothe IVC Sectional 

to face the Monmouth-Ros-
eville Regional winner at 
noon on Saturday, Oct. 21. 
The other sectional semifinal 
will pit the champions of the 
Peoria Christian and Port 
Byron Riverdale regionals. 
The sectional champion will 
be decided at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 25.

MENDOTA – Kewanee 
and Mendota went to three 
sets before the Boiler Girls 
prevailed, 26-24, 23-25, 
25-19 in Three Rivers Con-
ference volleyball action on 
Oct. 10 at the MHS gym.

Reanna Brant recorded 
six kills and three blocks for 
the Spikers. Other contribu-
tors were Laylie Denault (10 
digs), Ava Eddy (nine digs), 
Madelyn Becker (16 assists), 
Ryleigh Sondgeroth (three 
aces) and Grace Wasmer 
(three blocks).

The Spikers are 3-6 in 
league play.

***
Mendota hosted the Men-

dota Varsity Rally Invitation-
al on Oct. 14 at the MHS gym.

The eight-team tourna-
ment was divided into two 
pools. The Spikers were in 
the Purple Pool and dropped 
all three of their matches.

Ottawa took out the Spik-
ers, 25-12, 25-13. Leaders for 
Mendota were Wasmer with 
three kills, Becker and Ella 
Martin with seven assists 
apiece and Lilly Leifheit 
with 14 digs.

In the second match, 
Annawan was a 25-21, 25-
17 winner over Mendota. 
Brant picked up eight kills, 
while Leifheit had nine digs 
and Becker produced nine 
assists.

Streator topped the Spik-
ers, 25-16, 25-23, to con-
clude pool play. Becker 
provided six assists and three 

Mendota’s Reanna Brant rejects a kill try by Annawan’s 
Olivia Goodley during the Mendota Rally Invite on 
Oct. 14. Laylie Denault, right, also goes up for a block. 
(Reporter photo)

Spikers place 7th in tourney

aces, Brant hammered five 
kills and Denault collected 
nine digs.

Purple Pool standings: 
Ottawa 2-0-1, Annawan 2-1, 
Streator 1-1-1, Mendota 0-3

Gold Pool standings: 
Rockford Christian 3-0, For-
reston 2-1, Putnam County 
1-2, Peoria Christian 0-3.

The Spikers met Peo-
ria Christian in the sev-
enth-place match and posted 

a 25-13, 25-20 win. Pacing 
the attack for Mendota were 
Brant (eight kills), Ella Coss 
(six kills), Becker (11 assists, 
five aces), Leifheit (20 digs) 
and Denault (11 digs).

Final standings: 1st – 
Rockford Christian; 2nd 
– Ottawa; 3rd – Annawan; 
4th – Forreston; 5th – Stre-
ator; 6th – Putnam County; 
7th – Mendota; 8th – Peoria 
Christian.

MENDOTA – The Mendota Spikers 
will participate in the Mendota Class 2A 
Regional Volleyball Tournament to be 
played Oct. 23, 24, 26.

The action will begin with two matches 
on Monday, Oct. 23. Mendota will take on 
Coal City at 6 p.m. followed by Seneca 
vs. Sandwich.

The winner of match one will advance 
to meet top-seeded Minonk Fieldcrest at 
6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 24 and Eureka will 
await the winner of match two.

The championship is set for Thursday, 
Oct. 26 at 6 p.m.

The Mendota Regional champion 
moves on to the Princeton Sectional to 
face the winner of the Port Byron River-

dale Regional at 6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 30, 
while the other sectional match will pit 
winners of the Sherrard and Chillicothe 
IVC regionals.

Mendota Class 2A 
Regional Volleyball Tournament

Monday, Oct. 23 
1 – (6) Coal City vs. (8) Mendota – 6 p.m.
2 – (5) Seneca vs. (11) Sandwich – 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 24 
3 – (1) Minonk (Fieldcrest) vs. Winner 
Match 1 – 6 p.m.
4 – (4) Eureka vs. Winner Match 2 – 7 
p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 26 
5 – Winner Match 3 vs. Winner Match 
4 – 6 p.m. (championship)

Mendota to host volleyball regional

Next for the Trojans
Opponent: Friday, Oct. 20 vs. Sterling Newman at 

MHS field. Kickoff at 7 p.m.
Last year: In a back-and-forth game, Newman 

defeated Mendota, 30-27, to dash playoff aspirations 
for the Trojans. MHS quarterback passed for 297 yards 
and two touchdowns.

Last week: Newman was throttled by Kewanee, 34-8. 
The Comets are 6-2 overall and 2-2 in Three Rivers play.

PRINCETON - A sink 
hole on the field. A steady 
rain creating a slick playing 
surface. The curse of Friday 
the 13th.

All of that was a part 
of Mendota’s Three Rivers 
Conference football game 
at Princeton, but none of it 
was enough to slow down the 
high-flying Tigers. While the 
sink hole was filled in delay-
ing the start of the game, the 
rain continued throughout 
the contest and the calendar 
still indicated it was Friday 
the 13th, and when the final 
horn sounded, Princeton had 
rolled up a 55-0 win over the 
Trojans at Bryant Field.

The setback dropped 
Mendota to 1-7 overall and 
0-4 in league play, while 
Princeton improved to 7-1 
overall and 4-0 in the con-
ference, making certain it 
will remain the state’s sec-

Mendota running back Corbin Furar is taken to the ground by a host of Princeton defenders on Oct. 13 at Princeton. 
(Reporter photo)

Tigers roar past Trojans, 55-0

ond-ranked Class 3A team 
behind only unbeaten Byron.

A swarming Tiger defense 
practically stopped Men-
dota’s offense in its tracks 
from start to finish, while 
the Princeton offense sliced 
through the Trojan defense 
with relative ease. A 49-point 
first half by Princeton en-
sured a running clock in the 
second half, and it was mu-
tually agreed upon by both 
sides to cut four minutes off 
of the usual 24-minute half.

The disparity in total 

yards gained was astonish-
ing. Mendota ran 42 plays 
from scrimmage and gained 
21 yards, while Princeton 
fired off 38 plays and piled up 
360 yards. With the Trojans’ 
minuscule yard total, it was 
no surprise that their offense 
never advanced the ball past 
the 50-yard line. The only 
time Mendota spent in Tiger 
territory came right at the 
end of the first quarter when 
Braiden Freeman scooped up 
a Princeton fumble and re-
turned it to the Princeton 47.

After Mendota’s open-
ing possession of the game 
resulted in a punt, Princeton 
used its first series to drive 
48 yards in six plays, the final 
play being an 8-yard touch-
down run by Preston Arkels, 
followed by an Arkels two-
point run to make it 8-0.

Mendota’s second series 
also stalled and Freeman 
dropped back in punt forma-
tion, but the snap from center 
sailed way over his head and 
into the end zone, where he 
was ruled stopped, resulting 
in a safety.

After the safety, the Tro-
jans kicked the ball back to 
the Tigers, where they set 
up their next possession at 
the Mendota 47. It didn’t 
take long for them to get 
back in the end zone when 

SPRINGFIELD – The 
2023 Illinois fall trout season 
will open Saturday, Oct. 21 at 
59 ponds, lakes, and streams 
throughout the state, and 
the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) 
is warning anglers that warm 
weather will delay some ear-
ly stockings this fall.

The early catch-and-
release season, scheduled 
to open Oct. 7 this year, 
will be stocked later than 
expected because of fore-
casted and observed warm 
water temperatures. Trout 
stocked in waters warmer 
than 70 degrees will experi-
ence high mortality. IDNR 
will stock the early catch-
and-release sites as soon as 
water temperatures cool and 
will provide updates on the 
ifishillinois.org website and 
social media channels for 
ifishillinois.org and IDNR.

No trout may be taken 
from any of the stocked sites 
until the regular fall season 
opens at 5 a.m. Oct. 21. The 
daily catch limit is five trout.

All anglers, including 
those who participate in 
the early catch-and-release 
season, must have an Illinois 
fishing license and inland 
trout stamp, which are avail-
able at IDNR license and 
permit locations, including 
many bait shops, sporting 
goods stores, and other retail 
outlets. Check the IDNR 
website for locations. Fish-
ing licenses and trout stamps 
can be purchased online with 
a credit card.

For information about 
all site regulations, anglers 
should contact individual 
sites that will be stocked 
with catchable-size trout. 
Not all sites open at 5 a.m. 
on opening day. Anglers are 
reminded to check the open-
ing time of their favorite sites 
prior to the open date.

The fall trout season 
offers opportunities for fami-
lies to get outdoors and enjoy 
fishing. Online resources 
are available for taking kids 
fishing.

IDNR reinstated its 
Catchable Trout Program 
in 1994. The program is 
funded in part by those who 
use the program through the 
sale of inland trout stamps. 
The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources stocks 
more than 80,000 rainbow 
trout each year in bodies 
of water where trout fish-
ing is permitted during the 
fall season. An additional 
80,000 trout are stocked for 
the spring season, which 
begins each April. For more 
information on trout seasons 
and other Illinois fishing 
opportunities, visit https://
www.ifishillinois.org.

Among the trout season 
fishing locations are:

Bureau County – Henne-
pin Canal Parkway

Kendall County – Big 
Lake, Silver Springs State 
Fish and Wildlife Area 
(SFWA)

LaSalle County – Illinois 
and Michigan Canal Lock 
14, LaSalle

Ogle County – Pine 
Creek, White Pines Forest 
State Park **

Whiteside County – Cen-
tennial Park Pond, Rock 
Falls, Coloma Park District

(** Denotes site open for 
catch-and-release early fall 
season fishing)

Illinois fall trout season opens 
Oct. 21 in locations statewide
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SPORTS

Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

Venison Processing Prices as of Sept. 2023
$100 per deer for cutting, wrapping and freezing

(This includes roasts, steaks, chops and ground venison)

Additions (subject to change with market 
price)

Pork Added...............................................$2.19/lb.
Beef Added...............................................$4.49/lb.
Beef Suet Added......................................$1.00/lb.

When bringing trim in, there is a charge of  
$0.85/lb. for grinding venison and above item 

total weight.

We add 1/3 pork to all our sausage at $2.19/lb.
(The total finished weight, 2/3 is venison and 

1/3 pork)
Processing prices per pound on total finished 

weight of VENISON AND PORK are:
Bratwurst......$1.25/lb .............$1.45/lb on trimmings
Jalepeno Cheddar Brat.......$2.00/lb........$2.20/lb   
          on trimmings
Mild Italian..........$1.25/lb .......$1.45/lb on trimmings
Hot Italian..........$1.25/lb ........$1.45/lb on trimmings

Breakfast Sausage Bulk.........$1.00/lb ........$1.20/lb  
         on trimmings
Breakfast Sausage Links..........$1.50/lb ......$1.70/lb  
         on trimmings

Cheese Hot Dogs...with 50% Pork Adde...$2.60/lb
Smoked Polish Sausage...........................$2.35/lb
Salami........................................................$2.10/lb
Salami w/Hot Pepper Cheese...................$2.60/lb
Summer Sausage .....................................$2.10/lb
Summer Sausage w/Hot Pepper Cheese......$2.60/lb
Beer Sticks................................................$2.35/lb
Sticks w/Hot Pepper Cheese.....................$2.85/lb
Sticks w/Ghost Pepper Cheese.................$2.95/lb

Regular Venison Jerky........$2.50/lb on Green Wt.
Thin Venison Jerky..............$3.50/lb on Green Wt.
Ground & Formed Jerky......$3.50/lb on Green Wt.

Caping Your Deer for a Head Mount is $35 Extra
Please stay and wait for the hide or pick it up the next day. We do not 

save hides, capes or antlers and we are NOT RESPONSIBLE for them!!
ALL DEER OR TRIMMINGS MUST HAVE TAGS OR  

WE CAN NOT ACCEPT THEM!
Your Deer must be picked up within 10 days of call or there will be a storage fee of $50 per month.

CASH ONLY ON VENISON PROCESSING!

4155 E. 1650th Rd., Earlville, Il 60518
Phone: 815-792-8276

Hours: M-F 7a-4p | Sat. 9a-12p 10
04

20
23

Three Rivers
East Division

Football Standings
 TR OA

Princeton 4-0 7-1
Kewanee 4-1 7-1
Newman 2-2 6-2
Bureau Valley 2-3 4-4
Hall 1-3 3-5
Mendota 0-4 1-7

Friday, Oct. 13
Princeton 55, Mendota 0
Kewanee 34, Newman 8
Bureau V. 67, Aurora CC 19
Rockridge 35, Hall 0

Friday, Oct. 20
Newman at Mendota
Hall at Princeton
Aurora CC at Kewanee
Bureau Valley at Morrison

PRINCETON 55, MENDOTA 0
Mendota 0 0 0 0 - 0
Princeton 26 23 0 6 - 55

SCORING SUMMARY
PR - Arkels 8 run (Arkels run), 7:50 1Q
PR - Safety, Freeman down in end zone, 6:55 1Q
PR - Laporte 43 pass from Lott (Etheridge run), 6:11 1Q
PR - Etheridge 35 run (Etheridge run), 4:16 1Q
PR - Arkels 4 run (Arkels run), 10:11 2Q
PR - Christiansen 3 run (Reinhardt pass from Lott), 8:03 2Q
PR - Etheridge 41 run (Benavidez kick), 3:42 2Q
PR - Berlin 2 run (run failed), 9:45 4Q

 ME PR
First Downs 5 18
Rushes-Yards 23-(minus 11) 34-287
Passing Yards 32 73
Passes 3-19-1 3-4-0
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 3-1
Punts-Avg 4-32 0-0
Penalties-Yards 8-54 6-70

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS
Rushing – MENDOTA: Furar 11-1, Randolph 10-(minus 
3), Freeman 2-(minus 9); PRINCETON: Etheridge 7-119, 
Christiansen 6-53, Berlin 6-43, Gibson 4-39, Arkels 
4-25, Nutter 3-13, Lott 2-(minus 2) Lanham 2-(minus 3).
Passing – MENDOTA: Randolph 3-19-1-32; PRINC-
ETON: Lott 3-4-0-73.
Receiving – MENDOTA: Freeman 2-27, Ossman 1-5; 
PRINCETON: Laporte 2-69, Christiansen 1-4.

• Trojan Yardstick •

Mendota’s Grace Wasmer tries to get a spike through the double block attempt of 
Annawan’s Olivia Goodley, left, and Elaina Manuel during the Mendota Rally Invite 
on Oct. 14. (Reporter photo)

quarterback William Lott 
connected with big wide 
receiver Noah Laporte on a 
42-yard touchdown strike. 
Casey Etheridge ran in the 
two-pointer to up Princeton’s 
lead to 18-0 with 6:11 left in 
the opening stanza.

The Tigers added one 
more score before the quar-
ter, when after a Trojan punt 
gave Princeton the ball at the 
Mendota 35, the home team 
needed just one play to reach 
paydirt. Etheridge did the 
honors with a 35-yard run, 
and he added the two-point 
conversion run.

When Mendota got the 
ball back, it was set for an-
other Freeman punt, but after 
bobbling the ball, he took off 
running and scampered for a 
first down. The drive ended 
when the Trojans turned the 
ball over on downs. When the 
Tigers went back on offense, 

they fumbled the ball away 
to Freeman, who made his 
run into Princeton territory.

Princeton quickly re-
gained possession on an inter-
ception by Ace Christiansen, 
and it parlayed the miscue 
into its fourth touchdown of 
the game. Arkels scored on 
a 4-yard run and a two-point 
run, all set up by a 38-yard 
scamper by Christiansen to 
inside the Trojan red zone.

The Tigers tacked on two 
more scores before the half to 
make it 49-0 at intermission. 
Christiansen darted into the 
end zone from 3 yards out 
followed by a Lott two-point 
pass to Jordan Reinhardt.

Then Etheridge raced 41 
yards for a score and Carlos 
Benavidez kicked the extra 
point with 3:42 left in the 
first half.

Princeton capped off the 
scoring with a 2-yard TD 
run by Eli Berlin early in the 
fourth frame.

MENDOTA – Geneseo 
rolled to a 42-0 triumph over 
Mendota in freshman-sopho-
more football action on Oct. 
9 at the MHS field.

Geneseo built a 21-0 lead 
in the first quarter on touch-
down runs of 56 and 48 yards, 
and a 36-yard TD pass.

The visitors tacked on two 
more scores in the second 
period to take a 35-0 halftime 
lead. The touchdowns came 
on a 28-yard pass play and 
a 27-yard run.

A running clock kicked 
in midway through the third 
frame when the Maple Leafs 
found the end zone on an 
82-yard run.

Mendota (1-6) managed 
just 73 yards of offense, with 
70 of that coming via the 
passing of quarterback Javier 
Hernandez. He completed 
nine passes, seven of them 
to Cam Wasmer for 62 yards.

Football
Continued from Page B1

Geneseo tops
F-S gridders

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Oct. 9 – 
1. Bad Kats 14-6; 2. Ramer 
Inc. 10-10; 3. Sports-N-Stuff 
10-10; 4. CM Farm 10-10; 5. 
Split Happens 9-11; 6. Leagal 
Beagles 7-13

High team game (scratch) 
– Sports-N-Stuff 683, Split 
Happens & CM Farm 664, 
Ramer Inc. 657

High team game (hdcp) – 
Sports-N-Stuff 1010, Ramer 
Inc. 970, Bad Kats 940

High team series (scratch) 
– Sports-N-Stuff 1942, CM 
Farm 1923, Split Happens 
1885

High team series (hdcp) – 
Sports-N-Stuff 2923, Ramer 
Inc. 2706, Bad Kats 2700

Men’s high game (scratch) 
– Luke Ross 226, Matt Ramer 
225, Charlie Betz 215

Men’s high game (hdcp) 
– Charlie Betz 289, Matt Ra-
mer 284, Bob Moench Jr. 256

Men’s  h igh  se r i e s 
(scratch) – Luke Ross 633, 
Mike Smith 568, Charlie 
Betz 513

Men’s high series (hdcp) 
– Charlie Betz 735, Mike 
Smith 715, Bob Moench 
Jr. 709

Women’s high game 
(scratch) – Dria Kuntz 199, 
Sarah Westphal 199, Hannah 
Westphal 187

Women’s high game 
(hdcp) – Sarah Westphal 
282, Hannah Westphal 270, 
Brenda Westphal 268

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Hannah Westphal 
530, Emily Thomas 512, 
Sarah Westphal 502

Women’s high series 
(hdcp) – Hannah Westphal 
779, Sarah Westphal 751, 
Brenda Westphal 748

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of Oct. 11 
– 1. O’Donnell Excavating 
10-6; 2. Novak Farms 9-7; 
3. JJ&L Carpentry 8-8; 4. 
Mendota Monument 8-8; 5. 
Black Bros. 8-8; 6. First State 
Bank 5-11

High team game (scratch) 
– Mendota Monument 969, 
JJ&L Carpentry 962, O’Don-
nell Excavating 951

High team game (hdcp) 
– O’Donnell Excavating 
1160, JJ&L Carpentry 
1114, First State Bank 
1110

H i g h  t e a m  s e r i e s 
(scratch) – Mendota Mon-
ument 2779, JJ&L Carpen-
try 2739, Black Bros. 2709

High team series (hdcp) 
– O’Donnell Excavating 
3280, JJ&L Carpentry 
3195, Mendota Monument 
3178

High individual game 
(scratch) – Nate Bradford 
288, Kirk Ross 257, Tom 
Dessing 255

High individual series 
(scratch) – Drake O’Don-
nell 722, Nate Bradford 
719, Todd Smith 691

SENECA – The Mendota 
cross country teams will 
participate in the Seneca 
Class 1A Regional to be held 
Saturday, Oct. 21 at Seneca 
Ag Farm, 2667 E. 28th Road, 
Marseilles. The girls’ race 
starts at 9 a.m. and the boys 
will compete at 10 a.m.

Other schools in the 
regional include Amboy 
[Coop], Aurora (A. Chris-
tian), Aurora (Central Catho-
lic), DePue, Dwight [Coop], 
Granville (Putnam County), 
Henry (H.-Senachwine) 
[Coop], Hinckley (H.-Big 
Rock), Ottawa (Marquette), 
Peru (St. Bede), Princeton, 
Seneca [Coop], Somonauk 
[Coop], Spring Valley (Hall), 
Toulon (Stark County) and 
Yorkville (Y. Christian).

The first seven placing 
teams and the first five run-
ners who are not members 
of the advancing teams in 
each regional will advance 
to sectional competition. 
In addition, in the event the 
6th, 7th or 8th place overall 
individual finisher in the re-
gional is not on a qualifying 
team, such 6th, 7th or 8th 
place overall finisher in the 
individual race shall advance 
from the regional to the sec-
tional meet.

The sectional will be 
held on Saturday, Oct. 28 at 
Oregon Park West in Oregon.

BOWLING

MHS runners in
Seneca Regional
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: I saw a commercial 
with Julianna Margulies in a 
new series. Did “The Good 
Wife” end? What is her new 
show? -- J.K.

A: “The Good Wife” was 
a smash hit series for CBS, 
but it’s been long gone, hav-
ing ended its run in 2016 after 
seven seasons. It spawned 
a successful spin-off series 
called “The Good Fight,” 
starring Christine Baranski, 
and has another spin-off in 
the works called “Elsbeth.” 
It will star Carrie Preston as 
“the astute but unconvention-
al attorney” who fans will 
recall from the same role she 
played on “The Good Fight.”

As for Margulies, she 
is one of television’s most 
acclaimed and employable 
actresses, having turned a 
one-episode guest role on 
NBC’s “ER” into an Emmy 
award-winning one that 
lasted six seasons. In recent 
years, she’s accepted parts 
that have allowed her to 
stretch her already impres-
sive range. She played an 
abrasive fashion magazine 
editor in the AMC series 
“Dietland,” followed by a 
doctor racing against time to 
stop an Ebola virus outbreak 
in “The Hot Zone.”

Most recently, she re-
turned as Reese Wither-
spoon’s ex-girlfriend and 
co-anchor in the Apple TV+ 
drama series “The Morning 
Show.” Margulies once said 
that the character is a cross 
between Diane Sawyer and 
Rachel Maddow. As for any 
other upcoming projects, it 
surely won’t be long before 
Margulies is asked to head-
line a new series, but for now, 
she seems content making a 
big impact in smaller roles.

***
Q: How is Priscilla Pres-

ley been doing since the 
unexpected death of her 
daughter, Lisa Marie? -- G.G.

A: Priscilla and Lisa 
Marie Presley attended the 
Golden Globe Awards to-
gether this past January to 
support Austin Butler in his 
nominated role (he won!) in 
the feature film “Elvis.” Just 
two days later, Lisa Marie 
was rushed to the hospital 
with a bowel obstruction 
that would claim her life. 
Her mother, Priscilla, issued 
a statement shortly thereafter 
and asked for privacy for her 
“profound loss.”

Now, almost a year later, 
Priscilla herself will be the 
subject of a film directed by 
Sofia Coppola, daughter of 

Francis Ford Coppola (“The 
Godfather”) and Oscar winner 
for her screenplay of the 2003 
film “Lost in Translation.”

“Priscilla,” which will 
premiere in theaters on 
Nov. 3, stars Cailee Spaeny 
(“Mare of Easttown”) as 
the titular character. Cop-
pola says that she really 
connected with the young 
Priscilla who was thrust into 
stardom seemingly overnight 
and how impressed she was 
when Priscilla later left her 
marriage with Elvis.

As for how Priscilla is do-
ing, she’ll likely speak more 
about it in upcoming interviews 
for her biographical film, which 
she helped co-write.

***
Q: My mother’s favorite 

talk show is “The Talk,” but 
she is worried it won’t be 
back with new episodes be-
cause of the strikes. Is there 
anything definitive I can tell 
her about it? -- L.L.

A: By the time you read 
this, the syndicated multi-host 
show “The Talk” will be back 
with new episodes. Season 
14 took off on Oct. 9 with the 
same five hosts and a new ex-
ecutive producer, Rob Crabbe, 
who served the same role on 
the fun-filled “The Late Late 
Show with James Corden.”

• Trivia Test •Strange
But True

1. U.S. STATES: Which state 
is home to the Girl Scouts, founded 
by Juliette Gordon Low in 1912?

2. MOVIES: Which 1990s 
movie features a character named 
Jack Dawson?

3. ART: Who painted the 
Sistine Chapel ceiling?

4. ASTRONOMY: Which 
U.S. astronaut wrote his daugh-
ter’s initials on the moon?

5. GEOGRAPHY: What is the 
capital of Australia?

6. HISTORY: In which year 
was Korea divided into two occu-
pation zones that would become 
North and South Korea?

7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How 
many presidents were elected in 
the 1950s?

8. Which 20th-century novel 

features a character named Holden 
Caulfield?

9. TELEVISION: Queen 
Latifah stars in which 1990s TV 
sitcom?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is the largest species of 
shark?

Answers
1. Georgia.
2. “Titanic.”
3. Michelangelo.
4. Gene Cernan.
5. Canberra.
6. 1945.
7. One -- Dwight Eisenhower.
8. “The Catcher in the Rye.”
9. “Living Single.”
10. The whale shark.
(c) 2023 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

By Lucie Winborne  
* There is cellphone 

reception at the summit of 
Mount Everest.

* The sport of badminton 
was originally called “Poo-
na,” which was played by 
British officers stationed in 
India in the 1860s.

* In the 1500s, when folks 
associated social class with 
the height of one’s footwear, 
some shoes were so tall 
that the wearer required 
servants to help them walk. 
In response, many countries 
passed laws limiting the 
height of shoes, though the 
decrees were often ignored.

* Iguanas have two nor-
mal eyes and a third eye on 
their head that only detects 
brightness.

* First cultivated by the 
Aztecs, morning glories were 
used in divination rituals. 
A concoction was prepared 
by combining the flowers’ 
ground seeds, which contain 
an ingredient with effects 
similar to LSD, with water, 
which was then drunk to 
produce visions. 

* Auto-brewery syn-
drome is a rare condition in 
which pure alcohol (ethanol) 
is produced in a person’s 
gut after eating carbohy-
drate-rich foods.

* If you traveled at the 
speed of light, you could 
reach Pluto in four hours.

* Part of Manhattan’s 
Ninth Avenue is named Oreo 
Way in honor of the beloved 
cookie, which was invented 
at a Nabisco factory on that 
street in 1912.

* You can obtain a degree 
in Viticulture and Enology, or 
the cultivation of grapes and 
the science of winemaking, 
at Cornell University.

* Humans and the galaxy 
share 97% of the same kind 
of atoms.

* The world’s largest 
sandcastle, sculpted by a 
30-person team led by Wil-
fred Stijger of Holland, stood 
69.4 feet high and utilized 
5,000 tons of sand. Stijger 
created it to represent the 
power the coronavirus held 
over the world and included 
a crown-shaped replica of the 
virus at its top.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- An-
other movie legend Michael 
Caine announced that he’s 
“sort  of” 
retired! He 
explained 
that when 
shooting his 
last movie 
“The Great 
E s c a p e r ” 
(with the late, great Glenda 
Jackson), he was provided a 
walking cane that was incor-
porated into his character, but 
could only give them one take 
of each shot. “I’m bloody 90 
now,” he remarked.

Among his greatest films 
spanning his filmography of 
more than 100 movies were 
“Sleuth” (1972); “Educating 
Rita” (1983); “The Cider 
House Rules” (1999); “The 
Dark Knight” (2008); and 
the classic that started it 
all -- “Alfie” (1966). When 
asked how he would like 
to be remembered, Caine 
replied, “For the fact that 
I remained an actor all my 
life, and I never went into 
anything else. I never left; I 
never wanted to leave.”

Back in 1984, I was 
once hired by disaster film 
producer Irwin Allen (“The 

Caine

Poseidon Adventure” and 
“The Towering Inferno”) 
to photograph the comic 
greats he brought together 
-- Milton Berle, Bob Ne-
whart, Red Buttons, George 
Burns, Danny Thomas, Dan 
Rowan, Dick Martin, Steve 
Allen and Sid Caesar -- who 
gave Caine a crash course 
in comedy before he filmed 
“Blame It on Rio.” It was an 
unforgettable, sidesplitting 
night with all the greats. (P.S. 
The film flopped!)

***
Seth Macfarlane has put 

his money where his mouth 
is. “The Orville” star and 
writer recently donated $1 
million for striking writers, 
as well as another $5 million 
to kick off a campaign to 
raise at least $10 million for 
ECF (formally the Actors 
Fund) to attract more donors 
during the strikes. So far, 
he’s donated $7.4 million to 
more than 3,515 to film and 
TV workers, assistants, grips, 
gaffers, lighting and sound 
designers, script supervisors, 
craft service workers, hair 
and makeup professionals 
and wardrobe people. What 
a family guy!

***
It was a close call on 

Sept. 24 for 89-year-old 
Oscar-winning legend So-
phia Loren (“Two Women”), 
who had to have emergency 
surgery after falling in her 
bathroom. Loren had several 
fractures and a busted femur, 
necessitating the cancella-
tion of the opening of her 
fourth restaurant named for 
her in Bari, Italy. Loren won 
Best Actress at the David di 
Donatello Awards (the Italian 
equivalent of the Oscars) in 
2021 for “The Life Ahead.”

***
Recently, it was revealed 

that Chris Rock sought 
counseling after the famous 
Will Smith slap heard around 
the world at the 94th Oscars. 
Rock claimed to be humiliat-
ed in front of his daughters, 
parents and one of the largest 
audiences in TV history. 
It was no consolation for 
Rock that Smith resigned 
from the Academy and was 
banned from their events for 
10 years. But Rock did have 
the last laugh when a year 
later (after not speaking of 
the incident initially), he was 
paid $40 million by Netflix 
for his special “Chris Rock: 
Selective Outrage,” with a 
second special to follow. 
Somebody slap me ... please!

“Cobweb” (R) -- In this 
horror thriller produced by 
Evan Goldberg and Seth 
Rogen, Woody Norman 
(“C’mon C’mon”) plays 
8-year-old Peter, a young 
boy who lives a solemn life 
with his emotionally distant 
parents, Carol and Mark. 
After they won’t let him go 
trick-or-treating on Hallow-
een, Peter begins hearing a 
tapping on the walls of his 
home and encounters a voice 
named Sarah. While his par-
ents dismiss these claims as 
delusion, Peter’s connection 
with Sarah only grows, and 
so do the eerie circumstances 
at home. Lizzy Caplan (“Fa-
tal Attraction”) and Antony 
Starr (“The Boys”) co-star in 
“Cobweb,” out now. (Hulu)

“Neon” (TV-MA) -- Santi, 
Ness and Felix are three kids 
from a small town desperate 
to make it big in the reggaeton 
music scene in Miami. With 
Ness as his manager and 
Felix behind the camera as a 
budding music video director, 
along with A&R rep Mia, Santi 
attempts to get his star on the 
rise to eventually become the 

biggest reggaeton artist yet. 
This eight-episode comedy 
series executively produced by 
reggaeton legend Daddy Yan-
kee follows the trio through 
their highs and lows of being 
a growing artist in Miami’s 
music industry. Expect cam-
eos from artist such as Jowell, 
Ken-Y, LYANNO and more. 
All episodes release on Oct. 
19. (Netflix)

“Lessons in Chemistry” 
(TV-MA) -- “Captain Mar-
vel’s” Brie Larson leads 
this new drama miniseries 
based on the novel by Bonnie 
Garmus. Larson portrays 
Elizabeth Zott, a female 
scientist during the 1960s 
who suddenly gets fired from 
her position at a laboratory. 
Having spent her free time 
cooking up delicacies, Eliza-
beth gets an offer to host her 
own cooking show, called 
“Supper at Six.” As she 
molds herself to become a 
poised and characterized ver-
sion of herself on the show, 
Elizabeth also utilizes this 
opportunity to educate her 
viewers, young and old, on 
current events and scientific 

topics. Through her honest 
perspective of what it’s like to 
be a housewife in the 1960s, 
she provides a beacon of hope 
to women everywhere. The 
first two episodes are out 
now, with the subsequent 
six episodes releasing every 
Friday. (Apple TV+)

“The Burial” (R) -- In this 
legal drama loosely inspired 
by a true story, Jerry O’Keefe 
(Tommy Lee Jones) is a 
funeral home owner with 
massive financial troubles 
that could put him out of 
business. So, he attempts to 
sue a larger funeral home cor-
poration called the Loewen 
Group due to a contractual 
dispute and hires the eccen-
tric lawyer Willie E. Gary 
(Jamie Foxx) to help him win 
his case. With Willie asking 
for $100 million for his client 
and Mame “The Python” 
Downes (Jurnee Smollett) 
representing the defendant, 
the stakes are stacked up 
high against Jerry. But Wil-
lie remains undeterred that 
his unusual lawyering will 
prevail. Out now! (Amazon 
Prime Video)

Couch Theater

Brought to you each week by
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GOOD LUCK IN THE 
SENECA CLASS  
1A REGIONAL!

Saturday, October 21
Girls’ Race - 9AM
Boys’ Race - 10AM

2023 MHS  CROSS COUNTRY TEAM2023 MHS  CROSS COUNTRY TEAM

Northern Illinois 
Seamless Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 

Phone: “KEY-STOP”

Financial Plus 
Credit Union

1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444

Member ESi-NCUA

First State Bank
706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave.

815-538-2265
Member FDIC

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

City of Mendota
800 Washington St.

815-539-7459

Vaessen Bros. 
Chevrolet, Inc.

Hwy. 52 • Sublette
815-849-5232 or  

800-227-5203

ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Dr.
815-538-2412

Good Luck,  
Trojans!
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Mendota Class 2A Regional
Monday, Oct. 23

1 – (6) Coal City vs. (8) Mendota – 6 p.m.
2 – (5) Seneca vs. (11) Sandwich – 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 24
3 – (1) Minonk (Fieldcrest) vs. Winner Match 1 – 6 p.m.

4 – (4) Eureka vs. Winner Match 2 – 7 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 26
5 – Winner Match 3 vs. Winner Match 4 – 6 p.m.

(championship)

2023 MHS
VOLLEYBALL TEAM

Wishing you 
success 
in the 

Regional!

Northern Illinois 
Seamless Roofing

705 Illinois Ave. 
Phone: “KEY-STOP”

Financial Plus 
Credit Union

1905 13th Ave. • 815-539-3444
Member ESi-NCUA

First State Bank
706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave.

815-538-2265
Member FDIC

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

City of Mendota
800 Washington St.

815-539-7459

Vaessen Bros. 
Chevrolet, Inc.

Hwy. 52 • Sublette
815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203

ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Dr.
815-538-2412 Good Luck,
Spikers!
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LOCAL AND AREA

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

?

Recently I felt like 
God gave me a simple 
definition of what spiri-
tual maturity is. I’m sure 
it involves more than 
what’s in this sentence, 
but I want you to think 
about it: Spiritual matu-
rity is asking God what 
you can do for Him, not 
only asking God what 
He can do for you. 

I wonder how many 
of us, every day, when 
we say our prayers, ask 
God, “What can I do for 
You today? Who can I 
bless? Who can I help? 
I want to serve You.” 

I started doing this on 
a daily basis about three 
or four years ago, and 
it’s amazing what hap-
pens when you ask God 
to show you someone to 
bless—He does. In the 
process, I’ve learned 
that if you form a habit 
of simply listening to 

A sign of spiritual maturity
people, they’ll tell you 
what they need, where 
they’re hurting, or what 
they might like to have. 

I think sometimes 
we feel like someone 
has to be desperate for 
us to help them. But 
everyone has times 
when they simply need 
to feel blessed. They 
may even have more 
money than you, but 
they still need the love 
and encouragement that 
comes with someone 
else doing something 
nice for them.

Luke 6:38 (NIV) 
says, “Give, and it will 
be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and 
running over, will be 
poured into your lap. For 
with the measure you 
use, it will be measured 
to you.”

Giving to others 

is one of the greatest 
things that you can do. 
If you want joy in your 
life, then become a 
giver! Our natural ten-
dency is to think about 
ourselves—all of our 
own needs and wants. 
But the thing that really 
makes us happy is to 
give of ourselves and 
focus on helping other 
people. When we do, it 
gives us a joy that we 
can never achieve on our 
own. I encourage you to 
make giving a lifestyle. 
You can certainly give 
money, but you can also 
give others your time, 
talents, and friendship.

I used to be misera-
ble, focused solely on 
what I wanted and how 
people could do things 
for me. But as I began 
to shift my focus onto 
loving others, I became 
happier than I’d ever 
been. I challenge you to 
do the same. Each day, 
begin to think of ways 
you can bless someone 
else. Ask God what you 
can do for Him and see 
how it changes your life. 

That’s what spiritual 
maturity really is—it’s 
getting yourself off your 
mind. This kind of ma-
turity is what the apostle 
Paul meant when he said, 
“…It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ lives in me; 
and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God” 
(Galatians 2:20 NKJV). 
Or when he said, “In Him 
we live and move and 
have our being…” (Acts 
17:28 AMPC). 

In 1 Corinthians 
15:31 (NKJV), Paul also 
said, “…I die daily.” He 
didn’t mean that he died 
physically every day. He 
meant that he died to 
“self” and being selfish 
every day. 

I want to tell you a 
funny story. We have 
a 4-year-old grandson 
named Brody and he’s 
quite a little character, 
and he can sometimes 
lose his temper. About 
a month ago, he was 
having kind of a cranky, 
rough, I’m-going-to-
have-a-fit-every-time-I-
don’t-get-my-way day, 
and he was out with his 
mother. She was doing 
some shopping and he 
wasn’t acting very nice. 

She said, “Brody, 
we’re going to pray 
about the way you’re 
behaving.” So, she 
wrapped her arms 
around him and prayed, 
“Lord, we just ask you 
to help Brody be a good 
boy today and help him 
feel better and not feel 
so cranky. Help him 
smile and listen to what 
I tell him.” She finished 
with her prayer and said 
“Amen.” But Brody 
said, “Not Amen!” He 

didn’t agree with that 
prayer! 

When God gives us 
some instruction that’s 
good for us, I think this 
can sometimes be our 
attitude as well: “Not 
Amen!” Because Amen 
means, “Yes, let it be 
so,” and we’re not sure 
if we want to do what 
He is asking. 

The truth is, we can 
sometimes behave like 
spiritual babies—we 
want our own way! 
But the good news is 
God never gives up on 
helping us grow. After 
we begin a relationship 
with Him, we begin a 
wonderful process of 
becoming more like 
Jesus, and it’s a process 
that goes on all of our 
lives. 

Whenever we spend 
time in God’s Word and 
begin to do what it says, 
we grow. Every time we 
talk to God in prayer, it 
makes a difference, and 
we make progress. And 
in the process, He never 
stops showing us ways 
that we can improve and 
have an even greater 
life. 

I’m so grateful that 
God doesn’t leave me 

alone and let me stay the 
way I am. Instead, He 
keeps nudging me and 
showing me ways that 
I can improve. And He 
does this for every sin-
gle one of us. He slowly 
but surely transforms 
us and makes us more 
like Him.

***
For more on this top-

ic, order Joyce’s three-
part teaching resource 
Developing the Charac-
ter of God. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoy-
ing Everyday Life, by 
calling (800) 727-9673 
or visiting www.joyce-
meyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, 
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and OVERCOMING 
EVERY PROBLEM 
(FaithWords). She hosts 
the Enjoying Everyday 
Life radio and TV pro-
grams, which air on 
hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.
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The Merchants 

on this page urge 
you to attend a 

house of worship 
this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  
 

Oct. 19 - 9 a.m.-noon L.E.A.S.E. 
preschool screenings

Oct. 22 - 9 a.m. Sunday School; 
9:30 a.m. Worship

Oct. 25 - Newsletter deadline; Pastor 
Mary leads Stonecroft worship

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: 

www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live 

Oct. 19 - 6:30 p.m. Webelos
Oct. 20 - Newsletter deadline

Oct. 22 - 10 a.m. Worship; 11 a.m. 
Fellowship

 Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Oct. 19 - 5:15 p.m. Church Council
Oct. 25 - 6:30-8 p.m. Confirmation 

Class meets

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”
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1. Is the book of Gomorrah (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?
2. From Matthew 24:35, “Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my 
_____ shall not.” Life, Children, 
Love, Words
3. To what type person did Saul seek 
relief when an evil spirit tormented 
him? Harpist, Sorceress, Madman, 
Soldier
4. What two weapons did David use 
to kill Goliath? Spear/Rock, Sword/
Mallet, Sling/Stone, Ax/Knife
5. The grain of what seed did Jesus 
liken to the kingdom of heaven? 
Mustard, Barley, Apple, Corn
6. What daughter of Leah was 
defiled by Shechem? Bathsheba, 
Dinah, Elisabeth, Anna
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Words, 3) 
Harpist, 4) Sling/Stone, 5) Mustard, 
6) Dinah
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

12-Month Subscription
1 year.......................$51.00

If you reside in Bureau, 
LaSalle or Lee counties.

Add $1 for MASS donation...$52.00

1 year.......................$71.00
If you reside out of Bureau, 

LaSalle or Lee counties.
Add $1 for MASS donation...$72.00

(If you have previously subscribed using our Auto Pay method, your subscription will be transferred to our Manual Pay Plan.)

Fall Savings Spectacular
Name:_________________________________ Phone #___________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________

City:_____________________________ State:________________Zip:_______________

*Coupon and payment must be received to qualify for special rate.

Return to: The Mendota Reporter, P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.
Reporter office located at 703 Illinois Ave. Phone 815-539-9396.

and we will match it and donate the proceeds 
to Mendota Area Senior Services (MASS).

 Return this coupon by Oct. 31, 20233 and take advantage of a 
lower price. Renew or start a new subscription to your 

hometown newspaper and you will get $55 OFF our regular rate!
SSuubbssrriippttiioonn  rraatteess  wwiillll  iinnccrreeaassee  oonn  NNoovv..  11,,  22002233

ADD $1 TO YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

$55.00
Savings!
as of  current 

rates

• Siding & Brick  
Cleaning

• Clean & Seal  
Decks, Driveways, Sidewalks,  
Houses, Etc

• Commercial and Residential 
Surface Cleaning with Mobile 
Hot and Cold Treatments

T2 Enterprises / Tony Troyer
815.530.4464

Power Power 
Washing Washing 

03282022

FREE QUOTES!

T2

Homeowners recognize 
that upgrades can improve 
the functionality and comfort 
of their homes. Improving 
outdoor spaces has proven 
particularly popular of late. 
The National Association 
of Home Builders reports 
that outdoor living has 
been propelled to the top of 
homeowner wish lists. Plus, 
a recent survey conducted 
by the New Home Trends 
Institute found connection 
to the outdoors/nature and 
outdoor entertaining ranked 
high among desired home 
designs.

One way to make outdoor 
spaces more accommodating 
is through the installation of 
awnings. Many homeown-
ers would like to enhance 
their homes with awnings 
but do not know where to 
begin. Learning about the 
various types of awnings can 
help homeowners determine 
which option best suits their 
needs.

Fixed awnings
Fixed awnings are station-

ary on a building’s exterior. 
While the awnings are gen-
erally stable, they can be 
damaged by snow or wind. 
It’s key to find an installation 
expert to make sure the aw-
ning is installed correctly so 
that it can withstand weather 
and other issues. It’s also 
important to know that fixed 
awnings remain in the same 

A guide to various types of home awnings

Learning about the various types of awnings can help homeowners determine which 
option best suits their needs.

position and orientation, 
so its best to know exactly 
where to place it beforehand.

Retractable awning
Retractable awnings are 

the most popular type of 
awnings because they can 
be extended when necessary 
to keep a space cool or pro-
tected, then rolled or folded 
up when not in use. These 
awnings are advantageous 
because they can be retracted 
when bad weather hits to 
prevent damage. 

Motorized 
retractable awning

Motorized retractable 
awnings offer the utmost 
convenience. Standard re-

tractable offerings require 
a handle or hand crank to 
manually extend or fold up 
the awning. Motorized aw-
nings can be operated with 
a sensor, remote or even 
motion trigger. Even though 
they cost more, they’re a 
favorite among homeowners.

Areas of use
Awnings can be installed 

in various locations. Patio 
awnings are much preferred 
because of their large cov-
erage area, which typically 
spans entire patios. Door 
awnings are installed above 
the exterior door of an entry-
way to protect visitors and 
occupants from precipitation 

and to improve the home’s 
look. Window awnings can 
add additional shade and 
privacy. There also are side 
awnings, which are essen-
tially wall-like structures that 
run across a patio, garden or 
balcony for wind or sun pro-
tection. They’re also utilized 
to improve privacy.

Homeowners can choose 
from various types of awning 
materials, including fabric, 
metal, glass, and others. 
Working with a reputable 
awning company is the best 
way for homeowners to pe-
ruse possible products and 
find awnings that will suit 
their needs.

The lasting effects of the 
pandemic that swept across 
the globe in 2020 will be 
studied for years to come. 
Though some consequences 
have yet to be discovered, 
others, including a height-
ened desire to entertain loved 
ones at home, were already 
apparent even before the 
world emerged from the 
darkest days of the pandemic.

A 2021 study from Butch-
erBoxTM found that 46 per-
cent of survey respondents 
were excited to host and 
entertain guests in their home 
when it was deemed safe to 
do so. Such gatherings were 
given the green light years 
ago, and homeowners have 
maintained their enthusiasm 
for entertaining. With that in 
mind, homeowners looking 
to upgrade their entertaining 
spaces can look to these tips 
as they prepare to welcome 
guests into their homes.

• Establish various seating 
areas. Ample seating is a 
must when welcoming guests 
into your home. Open layouts 
make it easier to add seating 
without feeling cramped, so 
homeowners whose prop-
erties feature such design 
schemes may find it easier 
to accommodate more guests 
than homes with more tradi-
tional, compartmentalized 
layouts. When arranging 
seating, aim to create mul-
tiple seating areas so guests 
can speak privately to one 
another if they so desire. 
Multiple seating areas also 
ensure more than one con-
versation can take place at a 
time. That’s especially useful 
when hosting a game watch, 
as some guests may come for 
the game while others may be 
more interested in socializing 
than the score.

• Designate spaces for 
children. Kids are typically 

How to create a welcoming 
entertaining space at home

part of the equation when 
entertaining at home, so it’s 
important that hosts create 
spaces for them as well. A 
basement or children’s play-
room can do the trick. If the 
weather outside is welcom-
ing, a fenced-in backyard 
with games and a trampoline 
can provide the perfect space 
for kids to have fun while 
the adults get to engage in 
conversation and catch up 
with friends and family apart 
from boisterous youngsters.

• Add lighting. Dimly lit 
rooms may be a homeown-
er’s desired aesthetic when 
no one’s visiting, but lack of 
light can give the impression 
certain rooms are off limits or 
lead to muted conversations. 
Adjust recessed lighting so 
bulbs provide a warm but 
well-lit space for guests to 
relax and converse. In rooms 
without such lighting, open 
blinds or curtains or add some 
floor lamps before the party 
so rooms are well lit when 
guests arrive. Avoid lighting 
candles during the gathering, 
as flickering flames pose a 
fire hazard.

• Utilize Florida rooms 
or outdoor spaces when 
possible. Afford access to 
a Florida room or a deck or 
patio if the weather allows. 
The great outdoors tends to 
be a natural mood enhancer, 
and even some brief breaks 
in the fresh air can do guests 
some good. If guests will 
be spending ample time in 
a Florida room or outdoors, 
ensure ample seating is 
available and make sure 
those spaces are well lit 
as well.

Entertaining at home is 
wildly popular, and home-
owners can employ some 
simple strategies to make 
their homes welcoming 
spaces for friends and family.

Entertaining at home is wildly popular, and homeowners 
can employ some simple strategies to make their homes 
welcoming spaces for friends and family.
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Call us today for your  
FREE ESTIMATE!

Residential & Commercial
No job too big or too small 

We can handle any of your
outside custom 
woodworking needs!

Whatever you need moved,  
we got you covered!!

• Snow Plowing
• Car Hauling
• Hot Shot Freight
• State to State
• Town to town

• Fencing Installation  
& Repairs

• Patio, Decks
• Wood Bench’s 
• Pergola’s 

10182023

somekitchen.com
        

815.879.0604

1619 N Main
Princeton, IL

01162019

(BPT) - Fall is the perfect 
time to take on some home 
renovations, before the hol-
idays hit and winter sets in. 
With just a few changes, 
you can make your home 
into a more functional space 
and create a warm, inviting 
atmosphere in which you and 
others will enjoy spending 
time for many seasons to 
come.

Let these four home ren-
ovation ideas inspire you to 
spruce up your space this 
autumn.

1. Make over the mud-
room

If you have a mudroom, 
you know how helpful this 
space can be during the 
changing season. Over the 
course of fall and winter, a 
mudroom can help keep your 
house clean and organized by 
containing the mess of wet 
coats and dirty boots.

Upgrade your mudroom 
to make it more functional 
and easier to maintain. For 
example, you can incorpo-
rate storage solutions to store 
and organize your boots, add 
a bench to sit on while you 
take your shoes off and install 
hooks to hang your coats.

2. Upgrade your flooring
One way to bring a whole 

new look to your home is 
by bringing in new flooring, 
which can serve as the foun-
dation for all interior styles. 
And, while there are so many 
great flooring options to se-
lect from, many homeowners 
today are opting to seek out 
floors that not only look great 
but also can stand up to busy 
households and traffic.

3. Give your fireplace a 
facelift

As the weather cools 
down, it’s time to light your 
fireplace. But before you do, 
give your fireplace a make-
over so you can transform 
your living room into a re-
laxing and welcoming space 
for your friends and family.

Some easy ways to give 
your fireplace a facelift in-
clude updating or replacing 
the mantel or replacing the 
current surround with new 
stone or tile. If you’re feeling 
ambitious, add a built-in seat-
ing area nearby. This seating 
area makes it easier to enjoy 
the warmth and glow of the 
fireplace and acts as a focal 
point for fall gatherings.

4. Extend your entertain-
ing space outdoors

Don’t limit your enter-
taining to the indoors. With 
a few additions, you can 
easily extend your living 
or dining room into your 
outdoor space.

Add a firepit or fire table 
to your deck or patio so you 
can have cozy conversations 
around the fire underneath 
the stars. Also, consider 
investing in comfortable 
outdoor furniture so you 
can dine outdoors or enjoy 
drinks surrounded by the 
fall foliage. These additions 
make it easy to maximize 
your time outdoors.

This fall, give your home 
a little time, love and care. 
Using these four tips, you’ll 
be well on your way to turn-
ing your home into a space 
you’ll love to spend time in 
this season and beyond.

4 ways to renovate 
your home this fall

It’s well documented 
that kitchens are the most 
popular rooms in many 
homes. Kitchens are where 
families tend to congregate 
during holiday celebrations, 
and many a child has tackled 
their homework as mom or 
dad prepares dinner just a 
few steps away.

With so much time spent 
in the kitchen, it’s no won-
der kitchen renovations are 
popular. In fact, data from 
the National Association 
of Home Builders indicates 
kitchens are the most popular 
room to remodel. Whether 
homeowners are planning a 
full scale remodel or a few 
tweaks to update the room, 
the following are three 
popular features of modern 
kitchens.
1. Kitchen island 

A recent survey from the 
interior design experts at 
Houzz found that kitchen is-
lands are popular for a variety 
of reasons. Fifty-eight per-
cent of respondents indicated 
they enjoy eating at kitchen 
islands, while 49 percent 
reported they like islands 
for entertaining. Forty-five 
percent of respondents like 
socializing around kitchen 
islands. Islands provide 
a versatile functionality 
that comes in handy when 
preparing meals on typi-
cal weeknights and when 
hosting friends and family 
on special occasions like 

3 modern kitchen features to consider

A new island, a deep sink and some extra storage space can help homeowners transform 
their existing kitchens into spaces that cater to their every need.

the holidays and birthdays. 
Islands come in a variety of 
shapes and sizes and can be 
customized to fit just about 
any space. Mobile islands 
can be utilized in small 
kitchens when homeowners 
want the extra prep space but 
think the kitchen would be 
too cramped if a permanent 
island were added.
2. Deep sink 

The popularity of farm-
house style sinks is proof 
that large and deep sinks are 
sought-after among today’s 
homeowners. Farmhouse 
sinks may be best suited 
to a particular aesthetic, 
but a 2021 study from the 
National Association of 
Home Builders found that 
side-by-side double sinks 

and walk-in pantries were 
the most popular of 30 listed 
kitchen features. That study 
surveyed more than 3,200 
recent and prospective home 
buyers. Deep sinks are espe-
cially useful for people who 
love to cook, making them a 
solid addition to any kitchen 
where home chefs ply their 
trade most nights of the week.
3. Storage 

As the NAHB study 
indicated, kitchen storage 
space is sought after among 
modern homeowners. As 
home cooks expand their 
culinary horizons and cook 
more elaborate meals, they 
need extra places to store 
specialty pots and pans, 
ingredients and other mate-
rials. Homeowners looking 

to add more storage in the 
kitchen can consult with 
a local contractor about 
how to create such space. 
A walk-in pantry can do 
the trick, but homeowners 
with kitchens where space 
is more limited may need 
to get a little more creative. 
Sliding-door pantries and 
roll-out shelving in existing 
cabinets can add functional 
space in kitchens with close 
quarters. 

Modern kitchens are 
visual marvels and highly 
functional spaces. A new 
island, a deep sink and some 
extra storage space can help 
homeowners transform 
their existing kitchens into 
spaces that cater to their 
every need.

Modern homes look a 
bit different than those of 
generations past. Rather 
than several small rooms 
divided by walls, modern 
homes offer open-concept 
floor plans. That means the 
boundaries between spaces 
are not so defined, allowing 
rooms and activities to blend 
into one another.

Formal dining rooms may 
or may not be part of the cur-
rent home layout with regard 
to new construction. Many 
homeowners now gravitate 
toward kitchens with adja-
cent breakfast nooks that 
utilize large islands with 
stool seating that open up to 
family rooms. These layouts 
can make it more challenging 
for homeowners to figure out 
how to furnish their dining 
areas — however casual or 
formal they may be. Individ-
uals can use these tips as a 
springboard for selecting the 
right pieces in their homes, 
no matter where they enjoy 
their meals.

Consider the scope 
of the room

Is it a dining room or a 
dining area? This will help 
determine decor and the 
formality of the pieces of 
furniture needed to outfit 
the room, according to The 
Spruce, a home renovation 
resource. If the room is a 

How to furnish your dining area
multi-purpose space, con-
sider furniture that can serve 
different purposes, such as 
a table that has fold-down 
portions to change its size 
depending on the number 
of people dining at a partic-
ular time. You may want to 
include an armoire to store 
linens and stash away pens 
and note pads for making 
shopping lists.

Dining table
The dining table is the 

foundation of a dining area. 
After all, people need to 
have somewhere to sit and 
eat. Remember to measure 
the dimensions of the room 
carefully, as furniture can 
look much smaller in ware-
house stores or furniture 
showrooms than in a home. 

Consider a round or 
square dining table, which 
tend fit into rooms more eas-
ily than rectangular tables. 
Plus, these shapes are more 
conducive to conversation. 
Rectangular tables often 
leave people at the ends out 
of the chat.

Seating
Seating can affect the abil-

ity to move around the room. 
If space is at a premium, 
some narrow-profile chairs 
are a better option than larg-
er, upholstered wingbacks. 
Homeowners may consider a 
wooden or upholstered bench 

on one side of the dining table 
to maximize seating during 
family events.

Lighting
A leading home furnish-

ing company suggests using 
a mix of lighting sources to 
create the right lighting needs 
in the space. Floor lamps, an 
overhead chandelier, wall 
fixtures, and natural light 
need to blend and be adjust-
ed as needed. Also, choose 
an overhead chandelier that 
complements the shape of the 
dining table. For example, a 
round fixture will look best 
above a round table.

Rug
An area rug can help 

define the dining space 
and set it apart from other 
areas in an open-concept 
home. An area rug also adds 
warmth and color when a 
wood table meets a wood 
floor; otherwise, it may 
look too stark.

Homeowners must take 
various factors into consid-
eration when decorating a 
dining room. Size, purpose 
and style are just some of 
the things that merit am-
ple consideration before 
furnishing a dining space.

Homeowners must take various factors into consideration 
when decorating a dining room. 
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 815-410-4999 | 4250 Mahoney Drive, Peru

CALL TODAY TO 
SCHEDULE YOUR 
FALL CLEANING!

815-223-8810

Chem Dry of LaSalle County

* Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
* Tile & Stone Cleaning and Sealing
* Granite Countertop Renewal Free 

Estimates
* “NEW” Wood Floor Cleaning & 

Dryer Vent Cleaning

Free Estimates 
Residential & Commercial

10
20
20
21

CALL TODAY TO
SCHEDULE YOUR
FALL CLEANING!

10
19

20
22

* Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
* Tile & Stone Cleaning and Sealing
* Granite Countertop Renewal Free 

Estimates
* Wood Floor Cleaning 

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

MAZE LUMBER
BUILD IT ONCE. BUILD IT RIGHT. SINCE 1848

www.mazelumber.com

10
18

20
23

Renovation projects run 
the gamut from patio paver 
installations to home ad-
ditions to exterior lighting 
projects. There’s no end to 
the ways homeowners can 
tweak their properties as 
they aspire to renovate and 
transform the interior and 
exterior of their homes.

Interior door replacement 
projects can dramatically 
alter how a home looks, es-
pecially when existing doors 
are dated, damaged and/or 
fading. Though homeowners 
may have grand visions of 
a new kitchen or outdoor 
living room when beginning 
such projects, they may not 
know where to begin when 
the time comes to replace 
interior doors. The following 
rundown can help homeown-
ers as they begin to explore 
their options and start down 
the path of replacing interior 
doors.

Materials
Interior doors are man-

ufactured from an array of 
materials, some of which 
may be more effective at 
reducing noise than others. 
Wood, medium-density fi-
berboard (MDF), solid-core, 
hollow-core, and even metal 
and glass are some of the ma-
terials categories for interior 
doors. Homeowners can de-
fine what they prioritize with 
each door and then choose 
the material that aligns best 
with that goal.

Installation
Installation costs are 

another variable to consid-
er when replacing interior 
doors. If the frame of the 
door is being replaced along 
with the door, homeowners 
may benefit from utilizing 
a professional installation 
team, as removing an ex-
isting frame and installing 
a new one is a complicated 
project. Pre-hung doors 
come ready to hang with 
hinges already attached, 
so skilled do-it-yourselfers 
may be able to hang these 
on their own. Installation 
costs can be expensive, but 
homeowners with little DIY 
experience are urged to work 
with professionals so a job 
can be completed correctly, 
on time and within budget.

Style and design
Style and design merits 

consideration as well, and 
homeowners are urged to 
afford ample time to explore a 
wide array options that might 
be more expansive than home-
owners realize. Hinged doors, 
pocket doors, French doors, 
and barn doors are just some 
of the styles homeowners can 
choose from, and it may make 
sense to choose various styles 
when replacing all or most 
interior doors in a home. Each 
type of door typically comes 
in an assortment of designs 
as well, and it can take time 
to choose the right design for 
a given home.

Hardware
Hardware such as door-

knobs and locks is easy to 
take for granted. However, 
homeowners replacing their 
interior doors will need to 
make these choices when 
picking new doors. Standard 
hardware offerings may 
disappoint upon installation, 
so afford ample time to door-
knobs and other hardware to 
ensure the finished product 
impresses from the get-go. 
Customization of hardware 
may add a little extra to the 
final cost, but it should not be 
enough to bust a budget and 
will likely result in a more 
impressive finished product.

Interior door replacement 
can create a whole new look 
inside a home.

What to know 
when picking 
interior doors

The pandemic changed 
much about the way people 
live, including a propensity 
for spending more time at 
home. In 2020, people spent 
far less waking time, roughly 
an hour and a half less on 
average, with people outside 
of their own households. 

Though restrictions that 
limited social interactions 
have long since been lifted, 
spending at home has re-
mained popular. More than 
two-thirds of Americans are 
spending more time at home, 
according to the American 
Time Use Survey from the 
U.S. Department of Labor. 
Inflation and the looming 
threat of a possible recession 
are undoubtedly keeping 
more people at home. With 
all that extra time on their 
hands, respondents have 
been poring their energy 
into fixing up their homes. 
Lawns, kitchens and living 
rooms are popular spaces to 
renovate. 

As people continue to fix 
up their homes, they may be 
interested in ways to make 
them more comfortable. Cer-
tain furnishings can ensure 
living spaces are comfortable 
places to pass the time.

• Ensure an abundance 
of light. One stark over-
head light will not create a 
cozy environment. Introduce 

Certain furnishings can ensure living spaces are comfortable places to pass the time.

Furnishing your home for comfort 
groupings of illumination 
where you hope residents and 
guests will congregate to en-
gage in conversation. Utilize 
different lighting sources, 
such as task lighting, table 
and floor lamps, recessed or 
ambient lighting, and even 
candles. Warm temperature 
light bulbs will add to that 
comfortable feeling.

• Coordinate designs for 
each season. Crisp cotton and 
breezy linens are great for the 
warm weather, but when the 
colder temperatures arrive, 
it’s time to swap for flannel 
or jersey. Folded quilts or 
throws on the sofa also can 
be handy for chilly evenings. 
Make subtle changes to the 
home as the temperature 
changes to epitomize com-
fort in your spaces.

• Splurge on your sofa 
and bed. Much time will be 
spent lounging on the couch 
or sleeping in your bed. 
It’s worthwhile to invest in 
pieces that are durable and, 
above all else, comfortable. 
While these items may be 
more expensive up front, the 
comfort they provide will be 
well worth it.

• Soften harsh lines. 
Tricks like incorporating 
round area rugs or using 
oval or round pillows can 
break up the straight line 
of rooms and even modern 

furniture pieces. Opt for soft 
and inviting textiles as well. 
Textural elements, such as 
woven decor baskets, also 
can soften harsh lines.

• Introduce organic ele-
ments. Home entertaining 
expert Julie Blanner says 
plants, flowers, fruits, and 
vegetables bring life to a 
space. Choose easy care 
plants if you do not have a 

green thumb, or swap out 
freshly cut blooms in vases 
as pops of color and fresh 
elements are needed.

• Utilize warm paint col-
ors. Cool-toned paints can 
make a space seem colder and 
more utilitarian or clinical. 
When looking at swatches, 
select paints that have warm 
undertones. Eggshell and 

satin sheens will be more 
inviting and evoke a cozy 
feel more effectively than 
flat or matte finishes.

These are just a few ways 
to build a cozy and comfort-
able home. Working within 
these parameters, home-
owners can customize their 
interior spaces to maximize 
comfort.
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
Sr. Vice President, 
Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING • ELECTRIC

IL Lic. #055-041123

TRIPLE SHIELD MEMBERSHIPTRIPLE SHIELD MEMBERSHIP
HVACHVAC

PLUMBINGPLUMBING ELECTRICELECTRIC

•PLUMBING•HEATING•COOLING •ELECTRIC• FIREPLACES
•INDOOR AIR QUALITY •WATER CONDITIONING 
•DUCT CLEANING & SEALING •DRAIN CLEARING

 •LUXURY BATH SOLUTIONS 

www.TripleServiceInc.com

815-539-3828
VETERAN AND US MILITARY DISCOUNT

Keeping your family safe and comfortable since 1950!

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL 

CERAMIC COATING

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 • (815) 539-9575

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

FARM SERVICES/PLOWING

Call or E-mail Matt for Prices 
815-739-1994 or  

m.schoenholz81@gmail.com

Custom Hay Baling, 
Mowing, Raking

Hay, Straw,  
Snow Plowing

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

Call us today for 
a free quote for 
Home Owners, 

Renters,  
Property, Farm 

or Farmette  
Insurance policy.

REMODELING & HOME REPAIR

John McKee 
Remodeling  
Remodeling  
& Home Repair

Call for Free Estimate
630-805-2938

Fully Insured

Since 1991
Basements • Ceramic Tile • 

Flooring • Kitchens  •  Bathrooms

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • 
Millwork • Staircases &  

Custom Projects

800 Washington St. Mendota 
Srwoodproducts.com

815-538-7799
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

www.tcrealtysales.net
Evening Phone Numbers

Becky McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker 
708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 
815-539-9255

Jami Bauer, Broker 
815-993-7751

Lori Munson, Broker 
815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota • 815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 

815-200-2233
Richard McConville, 

Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 

815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 

815-228-2842
Peri McConville, Broker 

815-910-5337

Helping 
people 

find homes 
since 1983. 

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza 

Rte. 251 N. • Mendota
Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983.

607 Sixth St., 
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

Rebecca McPheeters,  
Designated Managing Broker

Contact Contact 
one of one of 
the Realtors the Realtors 
featured on featured on 
this page to help this page to help 
you find the home ofyou find the home of
YOUR DREAMS!YOUR DREAMS!

Find the Right
HOME FIT

701 ILLINOIS AVE
Great building for your 
business! 

1205 2nd St.
REDUCED!!!!

Great space for comfortable living!! Main 
floor bedroom!! Main floor laundry!! 3 
baths!! Extra deep front porch!!!

111 13th Ave.,  
Unit C16

2 bedroom mobile home 

401 12th Ave.
BIG kitchen!! 2 vehicle HEATED 
garage!!!  Hardwood floors!!! Beautiful 
original entry!!

1011 5th Ave.
REDUCED!!!!

Curb appeal! Corner lot!!  
Front porch!! Beautiful 
original features still intact!!  3 
Bedrooms!!

NEW NEW NEW...this lovely home has been 
updated from floor to ceiling. Hardwood floors, 
light fixtures, ceiling fans, kitchen, bathroom, ALL 
the blinds stay, new “heat and glo” gas fireplace 
from Maze Lumber (starts with a push of the 
remote button) water heater, stove, fridge and 
microwave, wiring, windows, siding, landscaping, 
maintenance free front and side porches, exterior 
doors, screens, new Illinois Valley Fencing 
added in 2022, fire pit, log seats, two Adirondack 
chairs, raised garden beds, two new trees in the 
front yard. Home also has a block shower in the 
basement along with a finished rec area and the 
laundry area. This home is absolutely the one you 
don’t want to miss. Contingent on seller finding 
suitable housing.

NOW IS YOUR CHANCE....TO MOVE RIGHT 
IN TO THIS BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED HOME. 
Recent 2021 rehab, clean fresh neutral colors, 
new flooring, entryway with a closet, updated 
bathroom, updated kitchen, new bedroom 
carpets, lots of closet space, large walk-in 
pantry hosting shelves, back door leads out 
to a private fenced in backyard, attached 
garage, vinyl siding. The electrical was just 
updated in Sept 2023, service wires-main 
meter-main shut off-service panel & service 
breaker!!! GET IT BEFORE IT’S GONE!!

This All Brick Home Checks All The Boxes! Don’t Miss This 
One...Many Updates! Step Inside The Large Foyer Leading 
Into The Extra Large Living Room - Get Ready To Entertain 
Lots Of Guest In This Home! Enjoy Viewing The Backyard 
Through The 2 Sets Of Patio Doors In Living Room Leading 
Out To A Cement Patio. The Kitchen Features Eat In 
Table Area, Lots Of Cabinets, Black Farm Sink, Quartz 
Countertops And Top Of The Line Lg Stainless Steel 
Appliances. Recently In July 2023 Main Bathroom Was 
Professionally Rehabbed, Updated To Create A Beautiful 
And Functional Space. New Electric System (2023) A 
Finished Basement - Large Laundry Area - Basement Full 
Bathroom - Storage Needs Are Accommodated By The 
Large Storage Area In Basement. A Must See!

FEATUREFEATURE
 HOME HOME

MLS#11879402
 823 E. Hwy. 34, Earlville, IL 

$429,000
Beautiful brick country ranch sits on a 1 acre lot. Fully updated in 
and out.New landscaping with new concrete drive, steps, sidewalks 
and patio. Open floor plan with a new kitchen with Merillat Cabinets, 
large island with storage. High end appliances. Large farmhouse 
sink and under cabinet lighting. Kitchen opens to living room with 
white brick wood burning fireplace. 2 full baths with new tile floors, 
vanities, toilets and lightning. Attached 2 car garage is drywalled 
and painted with insulated garage door with opener. Basement 
has interior and exterior entries. New furnace, hot water heater, 
well pressure tank, water softener and circuit breakers. Mendota 
Schools. Call McConville Realty for all the amenities and your 
personal showing.  815 539-5673

FREE MARKET ANALYSISFREE MARKET ANALYSIS
WE CAN LET YOU KNOW THE MARKET WE CAN LET YOU KNOW THE MARKET 

VALUE OF YOUR HOME.VALUE OF YOUR HOME.

JOE MCCONVILLE                815-910-5673

SHARON KIMREY                     815-343-3600

MARTY MCCONVILLE              815-200-2233

MELODY NANZER                     815-228-2842

PERI MCCONVILLE                   815-910-5337

909 Greenridge Ave., Earlville  
$135,000

Loads of opportunity here! Currently used as a 
sewing center/consignment shop (consigners 
would stay) Very spacious with 2 half baths and a 
kitchen. Call McConville Realty for all the amenities.

McConville RealtyMcConville Realty
612 S. Main St., Mendota612 S. Main St., Mendota

 815-539-5673 815-539-5673

MLS #11900020   $233,000
579 N. 3973 RD. MENDOTA, IL 61342     

Well maintained home. Sits on 3.25 acres. 4 bedroom, 
first floor laundry, bedroom and bath. 3 bedrooms 

upstairs with full bath. Oak built ins between the living 
and dining room. Mud room. Pole barn/2 car garage 

with workshop. Gas forced air furnace 2018, Roof and 
gutters 2014, rubber roofing on flat roof.  

       New septic with 5 yr. warranty, some new 
windows. Nicor Gas.  
Call for a showing.  

815-539-5673
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