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ROCHELLE — For 
its upcoming Well 8 iron 
removal plant project, the 
City of Rochelle and the 
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities water department 
have received grants to 
cover the $8 million cost 
of the work, City Manager 
Jeff Fiegenschuh and 
RMU Superintendent of 
Water/Water Reclamation 
Adam Lanning said.  

Well 8 is off Caron 
Road near Wiscold Drive, 
and was drilled and built 
in the 1950s. It was shut 
off in the 1990s due to 
high iron levels becoming 
an issue for area users, 
and the well has been idle 
since. In Lanning’s tenure 
at RMU, each of the city’s 
wells has been rebuilt 
except for Well 8. The 
city considered drilling a 
new well to replace Well 
8 and abandoning it, but 
chose to continue with it 
and pursued a grant for an 
iron removal plant. 

“It’s in the industrial 
park and will provide 
clean water for those 
businesses and provide 
job retention, which 
made us eligible for more 
money,” Lanning said. 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 
Ogle County farmers have 
wrapped up their 2023 bean 
harvest and are between 
halfway and fully done with 
corn, Ogle County Farm 
Bureau Manager Ron Kern 
said Oct. 31.

Farmers saw rain during 
the month of October fol-
lowing a drought over the 
summer that made them 
concerned for the state of 
their crops. Those rains 
haven’t hampered harvest 
much, Kern said.

“Amazingly we couldn’t 
buy rain to save our souls all 
summer and of course now 
we get to harvest season and 
we can’t seem to shut it off,” 
Kern said. “We have had a 
wet October. That’s good 
and bad. With as dry as 
we were, we’ll need some 
moisture headed into next 
spring. Because it’s been so 
dry, most of the rain we’ve 
gotten has gone into the 
ground pretty quickly. It 
hasn’t really caused too 
many issues with being able 
to carry the equipment in the 
fields. Other than basically 
the days that it’s rained, for 
the most part we could get 
back out into the field on 

Grant funding secured for well project
City of Rochelle and RMU receive $8 million worth of grants

For its upcoming Well 8 iron removal plant project, the City of Rochelle and the Rochelle Municipal Utilities 
water department have received grants to cover the $8 million cost of the work, City Manager Jeff 
Fiegenschuh and RMU Superintendent of Water/Water Reclamation Adam Lanning said.  

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

“Through the process we 
also received a Sen. Brian 
Stewart appropriation 
grant from the state for 
$1 million. And then we 
applied for a low-interest 
state loan. In this case 
because we’re removing 
iron, we qualified for 

$6 million in principal 
forgiveness on the loan. 
The cost estimate for 
the project is about $8 
million, so we’re going 
to get a large portion of 
it paid for through grants. 
What that means for our 
customers is we won’t 

have to raise rates.”
Lanning said the orig-

inal cost estimate for the 
project was $4.5-5 mil-
lion before rising prices 
were seen in recent years, 
and the grant funding kept 
the project “on the table 
and moving along.” 

RMU has also received 
grants for sewer lining in 
the past 5-6 years. 

“I put in a significant 
amount of my time to get 
these grants,” Lanning 
said. 

See WELL page 5

Farmers ‘pleasantly surprised’ with harvest 
Kern: ‘I think we’re going to amazingly have an average yield’

Ogle County farmers have wrapped up their 2023 bean harvest and are between halfway and fully done with 
corn, Ogle County Farm Bureau Manager Ron Kern said Oct. 31.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

days that it wasn’t raining. I 
think that the rain probably 
hasn’t slowed us down as 
much as some folks may 
think.”

Kern said the drought 
has caused “strange” re-
sults with variable yields in 
different parts of the same 

fields. 
“I would talk to some-

one who had their yield 
monitor on beans saying it 
was 84 bushels an acre in 
one spot in the field and it 
was 24 bushels an acre in 
the next spot,” Kern said. 
“But amazingly, when it 

was all said and done, they 
were right about at average 
and where they should have 
been for a yield.”

The same kinds of re-
sults have been seen in 
corn yields so far, Kern 
said, and he believes ear-
ly-planted corn is going 

to perform better than 
late-planted corn this year. 
After talking with farmers 
following the drought year, 
he believes Ogle County 
will “amazingly have an 
average yield.”

See HARVEST pg 3
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Rochelle residents braved the first snowfall of the year on Halloween and Tuesday, Oct. 31 to attend the annual Downtown Trick or Treat event from 2-5 p.m. 30 
businesses and organizations participated in the event and handed out candy to trick or treaters. 

Downtown Trick-or-Treat event held on Halloween

OREGON — Business 
Employment Skills Team, 
Inc. (BEST, Inc.) will be 
hosting a Veterans Open 
House on Thursday, Nov. 
9 from 1-3 p.m. at the Or-
egon BEST Office located 
at inside the Rock River 

Center at 810 S. 10th St., 
Oregon, Illinois 61061.  

Jack Kromer, IDES 
Veteran’s Career Coach 
(VCC), will be on hand 
to speak to veterans. The 
VCC and BEST, Inc. 
work together with our 

BEST, Inc. to host Veterans Open 
House hiring resources event Nov. 9

partners and community 
resources to help eligible 
veterans obtain meaning-
ful careers. 

There will also be infor-
mation from the Goodwill 
Veteran Career Resources 
Program and other re-
sources for Veterans at 
this event.  

BEST,  Inc .  i s  a 
non-profit agency that ad-
ministers federally-fund-
ed programs under the 
Workforce Innovation & 
Opportunity Act (WIOA) 
in Bureau, Carroll, Jo Da-
viess, LaSalle, Lee, Ogle, 
Putnam and Whiteside 
Counties.  Please contact 
815-631-2146 for more 
information.  

BEST, Inc. is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer/
Program. TTY 800-526-
0844. Eligibility based on 
Federal Guidelines.  Aux-
iliary aids and services are 
available upon request to 
persons with disabilities.  
BEST, Inc. is an affiliate 
of NCI Works! 

Check out our website 
at www.best-inc.org

11052023

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

815.562.7071 | www.stillmanbank.com

• Access to Stillman Mortgage Online -  find a lender, apply 
   online in less than 20 minutes, and more!

• FREE pre-approvals

• We service our loans, so if you have a question, 
   you can talk to us - not some out of state firm

• Decisions are made locally - by us! 

• Proud to be voted Ogle County’s Best Lender!

• Our staff is professional, knowledgeable, and experienced 

Buying a new home?
Our experienced mortgage team is here to help! 

Local Lenders. Local Decisions. 

“Quality Used Cars Since 2007”

1400 N. 7th Street
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy. 251 N.

www.atlasautoinc.com

815-562-7433

- No Credit Checks
- Buy Here Pay Here

- Low Down Payments
- Flexible Payment Plans

Complete your ONLINE application TODAY!

11032021

This past Saturday, the Rochelle Township High School Student Council hosted the annual RTHS Make A Difference Day where about 60 students volunteered to 
perform various outdoor jobs for members of the community. Students worked at 15 different homes and then all met up at St. Paul Lutheran School to pick up leaves 

at the school.  “Thanks to all that helped and played a role in making that day a success!” an RTHS Facebook post said.

Rochelle Township High School students participate in Make a Difference Day 2023

From page 1

“Don’t get me wrong, 
there are going to be some 
places where that isn’t the 
case, but other places may 
actually be a little better 
than average,” Kern said. 
“You have to remember 
with us being dry this 
summer, there were some 
spotty rains here and there 
that some got and others 
didn’t. I think most of the 
farmers I talk to are kind of 
pleasantly surprised. You 
do this for a living because 

you grow a crop. And of 
course you want to grow 
the best crop you can. Of 
course you’re always at 
the mercy of the weather. 
I think most of the farmers 
would tell you they’re 
probably happy with it, 
considering the way the 
summer went.”

During most years, 
farmers have the goal 
of wrapping up harvest 
by Thanksgiving before 
snow and frozen soil in 
December. Kern said that 
with drier weather and a 

few sunny days and nor-
mal temperatures, harvest 
is on pace to be finished in 
Ogle County by Thanks-
giving.

When crops have high-
er-than-ideal moisture 
levels, farmers dry them 
down with gas-powered 
dryers, which can be cost-
ly for them to run during 
harvest. Kern said not 
much dryer use was seen 
this year with beans, but he 
has seen them being used 
for corn to some extent.  

“A lot of the guys I talk-

HARVEST: OCFB’s Kern details current farming climate
ed to weren’t really able 
to get into the fields until 
that corn was down into 
the low 20s on moisture 
percentage or even high 
10s,” Kern said. “I don’t 
think they’re having to dry 
those bushels as much be-
fore they put them away.”

As farmers have gotten 
crops pulled out of fields, 
Kern said he’s already 
started to see tractors 
and chisel plows in fields 
getting fall tillage work 
done to prepare for the 
spring. He believes that if 
weather stays “relatively 
warm” for a few weeks 

before the ground freezes, 
farmers will be able to get 
whatever fall tillage they 
desire done.

With harvest in its clos-
ing week, Kern has started 
to look at forecasts for the 
winter months and how it 
will impact Ogle County 
farmers in the spring. 

“From what I’ve seen, 
they say we’re supposed 
to be, because of El Nino, 
warmer than normal and 
precipitation is supposed 
to be around normal,” 
Kern said. “This is what 
the experts are saying. Of 
course, an old friend told 

me once, ‘If a weatherman 
ever gets to heaven, we 
all got a chance.’ That’s 
what I’m hearing and 
that’s what they’re saying. 
I’m not a meteorologist, 
so I can’t say that they’ll 
be wrong. That normal 
precipitation would be 
beneficial. We’ve had a 
wet October, but we’re 
still behind for the year. 
We’re going to need at 
least normal precipitation 
here in the winter, whether 
that’s in the form of snow 
or rain, to kind of get 
caught back up for next 
spring.”

On Friday morning just after 9:30 a.m., Rochelle first responders were called 
to the intersection of North Main Street and 9th Avenue for a car versus house 

accident. 

Rochelle Police Department responds to car vs. 
house accident on Friday morning

(PHOTO BY MIKE FELTES)
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Hand
Crafted
Show

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN LOG HOMES  
is assisting estate and account  
settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
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 Trees Unlimited Retirement Auction 
November 18th, 2023 – 9:00 am 

Location: 46W786 Allen Rd Hampshire IL 
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Mike Powers (608) 214 – 5761   –   Dan Powers (608) 214 - 3765 

For More Information and Pictures Visit www.PowersAuction.com 

Powers Auction Service 
110 E Murray St Browntown WI 53522 

Live & Onsite Bidding Available 

  

OREGON — On Oct. 
27 at 7:13 p.m. deputies 
were dispatched to North 
Illinois Route 26 and 
West Coffman Road for 
a two-vehicle accident 
with injuries. After an 
investigation, it was de-
termined that a white 2000 
Chevrolet Camaro was 
northbound, had crossed 
the center line, striking a 
silver 2022 Acura MDX 
head on. The occupants of 
both vehicles were treated 
and released by Forreston 
Fire/EMS. The driver of 
the white Chevrolet Cama-
ro, Christopher M. Forney, 
28, of Forreston, was 
arrested for aggravated 
driving under the influence 
(while license revoked), 
DUI, and driving while 

license revoked. Forney 
was additionally issued 
citations for improper 
display of registration, im-
proper lane usage, operat-
ing a vehicle with expired 
registration, operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle 
and driving without lights 
when required. Forney 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail before 
being released with a no-
tice to appear. Deputies 
were assisted on scene 
by the Forreston Police 
Department, Stephenson 
County Sheriff’s Office 
K9, and the Forreston Fire 
Department.  

On Oct. 27 at approxi-
mately 10:47 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of Illinois 

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
Route 251 and Bethel 
Road.  After investigation, 
deputies placed Ebabacha 
Esale, 31, of Rockford un-
der arrest of driving while 
license suspended. Esale 
was additionally issued a 
citation for driving with a 
suspended registration and 
operating an uninsured 
vehicle. Esale was later 
released on a notice to 
appear at the scene.   

On Oct. 27 at approx-
imately 7 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
a 2007 Chevrolet Malibu 
at the intersection of Illi-
nois Route 64 and Moore 
Road. After conducting 
an investigation, Camilo 
Ibarra Jr., 56, of Rochelle, 
was arrested and cited for 
no valid license. Ibarra 
was also issued a citation 
for disobeying a stop 
sign. Ibarra was given 
a notice to appear and 
released from the scene.

On Oct. 28 at approxi-
mately 5:48 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic on 
North Freeport Road, near 
the intersection of Canada 
Road. 

See SHERIFF page 5

LONGVIEW, Texas 
— Shirley Ann Bradshaw, 
87, passed away peacefully 
at her home in Longview, 
Texas, surrounded by her 
loving family on Tuesday, 
Oct. 31.

Shirley was born Sept. 
25, 1936, in Masontown, 
Pennsylvania to Antoinette 
Stella (Malinsky) Shutsa 
and John Mitchell Shut-
sa. She met her husband, 
John “Jack” Alec Brad-
shaw in Cleveland, OH in 
1955 and they married in 
1957, raising six children. 

Shirley found meaning 
in life by caring for her chil-
dren, with faith and family 
always her foundation. 
As her children grew and 
moved away from home, 
she looked forward to the 
holidays with large gather-
ings around the kitchen ta-
ble that included great food, 
boisterous storytelling, 
board games (especially 
Boggle) and charades.

After raising her chil-
dren, she took great sat-
isfaction in working for 
many years as the tax 
assessor for the City of Ro-
chelle. She was a wonderful 
woman of faith who loved 
teaching Sunday school 
in her retirement, praying 
with the church women’s 
group and volunteering 
for local ministries like 
nursing homes and Meals 
on Wheels.

She is preceded in death 
by her husband Jack in 
2014. She is survived by her 
six children – Theresa Ann 
and her husband Chuck and 
their five grown children; 
John “Jack” Gerard and his 
wife Janet and their three 
grown children; Elizabeth 
Marie and her husband 
Bo and their four grown 
children; Arthur Kenneth 
and his wife Tracy and 
their three grown children; 
William Eric and his wife 
Ann and their five grown 

children; and the youngest 
Jeffrey Thomas and his 
wife Jill and their three 
grown children. She is also 
survived by her sister Marie 
and brother John. She had 
23 grandchildren and 19 
great-grandchildren, all of 
whom affectionately called 
her Grammy. 

Family and friends will 
gather for her funeral ser-
vice on Saturday, Nov. 4 at 
2 p.m. at Reimage Church, 
2472 FM 1844, Longview, 
TX. Call 903-309-1501 for 
more information or share 
your condolences atwww.
raderfh.com or the Reim-
age Church Facebook page.

ROCHELLE — W. 
John Highstreet, 92, passed 
away Wednesday, Novem-
ber 1, 2023 at the Rochelle 
Community Hospital after a 
short illness.  John was born 
on January 25, 1931 to Wil-
bur J. and Anna F. (O’Neil) 
Highstreet in Brawley, CA.  

John’s family moved to 
Rochelle from California 
when he was 12. At the 
age of 14, his father passed 
away. He lived with a cous-
in and began working at the 
Black Cat Café.  

He took airplane me-
chanic training, learned to 
fly and became part owner 
of several planes.  He loved 
to fly and travel. He was a 
good husband, father and 
grandfather.  John loved 
to read, watch TV and talk 
politics. He was a member 
of the Pleasant Hill United 
Methodist Church in Bulls 
Gap, TN and the Chana 
United Methodist Church 
in Chana, IL.

John worked for Ro-

chelle Transit and later for 
Burrin Transfer for over 30 
years.  Upon retiring, he 
and his wife, Mattie, sold 
their home in Chana, IL 
and traveled in their fifth 
wheel camper for 14 years, 
eventually settling in Bulls 
Gap, TN until 2022 when 
they returned to Rochelle.

John is survived by his 
wife of 46 years, Mattie 
of Rochelle; five children: 
Pam Capes, Bill Highstreet, 
Robert (Maureen) Decker, 
Jim (Linda) Decker and 
Paula (Mark Stremming) 
Smith; ten grandchildren: 
Crystal (Eric) Vondergath-
en, Levi (Kaitlin) Decker, 
Mallory (Cody) McGee, 
Kyle (Emily) Decker, Car-
ly (Ryan) McGee, Alicia 
McMann, Amanda (Nate) 
Lukas, Jacob (Ericka) Hel-
frick, Erin (Dustin) Decker 
and Molly Smith; and 18 
great grandchildren: Aar-
on, Bailey, Riley, Braley, 
Delani, Maddox, Sampson, 
Brixton, Daxxon, Cullen, 

Henry, Quinn, Murphy, Si-
enna, Elena, Dahlia, Jordy 
and Ella.

There will be a Cele-
bration of Life Service, 
Saturday, November 18, 
2023 at 11:00 A.M., at the 
Chana United Methodist 
Church, 606 N. Main Street, 
with Pastor Josh Brown 
officiating.  Cremation 
care has been provided by 
the Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home in Rochelle, IL. 
Memorials may be made 
in John’s memory to St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. 

Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online guest 
book.

STOUGHTON, Wis. 
— Gloria Jenkins, 2232 
Colladay Point Drive, 
Stoughton, WI, passed 
from this life to her next on 
September 29, 2023.  Born 
August 20, 1937 to Arthur 
and Mary Kaszynski in 
Peru, Illinois, she was 
a golfer from the age of 
5 and won her first club 
championship at South 
Bluff Country Club in 
Central Illinois at the 
age of 16.  She attended 
Illinois State University 
and in 1958 married Nor-
man Jenkins, Sr.  They 
divorced in 1997.  After 
college, marriage, and a 
family, Gloria returned 
to win the same champi-
onship in 1966 and 1967.  
Most of her adult life was 
spent in Rochelle, Illinois 
where she loved and 
raised her children and 
won club championships 
at Rochelle Country Club 
until retiring undefeated 
in 1995.  After moving to 
the Madison, Wisconsin 
area in 1996 she became 
active in Wisconsin wom-
en’s state senior golf, 

OBITUARIES

Shirley Ann Bradshaw W. John Highstreet

Gloria Jenkins
holding a state office and 
organizing the senior 
tournament in 2003.

As dining room hostess 
at Sunnyside resort for 2 
years, she began friend-
ships with those living 
on the “other” side of the 
lake, and as a golf shop 
employee at Stoughton 
Country Club she found 
many more friends on 
“this” side.  Membership 
in the Madison Municipal 
Golf League and Busi-
nesswomen’s League 
widened her circle of 
fellowship.  As a breast 
cancer survivor, Gloria 
became active in the 
Badger Bracelet Babes, a 
group showing and selling 
Circle of Hope bracelets to 
support cancer research, 
and in SCC’s Rally for the 
Cure Golf Outing orga-
nized in 2001.  In 1997 she 
was one of the organizers 
of the Sunnyside Resort 
Charity Golf Outing and 
became the event coordi-
nator for 10 years.  In those 
years she was proud to see 
the donation to the City of 
Stoughton Food Pantry 
increase from $400 to over 
$10,000.  In 2007, Gloria 
helped organize the SCC 
Chip-N-Sip women’s golf 
group which supported 
the Komen Foundation, 
and became a very ac-
tive and important part 
of women’s golf at the 
club. In 2009 Stoughton 
Country Club created the 
Jenkins Cup, a traveling 
trophy engraved with the 
names of the women’s 
club champions.

An English major 
at ISU, she loved the 
language and enjoyed 
proofreading everything 
in life from menus to 
billboards to TV banner 
news.  An accomplished 
seamstress, Gloria tai-
lored the bridesmaids’ 
dresses for the wedding of 
her cousin Kathy and Bill 
Citek.  Another project 
was making the dresses 
for the Rochelle High 
School Madrigal girls.  
Some of her grandchil-
dren got the benefits of her 
talent in many Halloween 
costumes.  Her favorite 
thing was watching her 
grandchildren grow and 
bloom and flourish.  While 
living in Rochelle, Gloria 

was involved in her chil-
dren’s activities includ-
ing serving as Campfire 
Girls Leader (twice) and 
Den Mother (twice), and 
was elected first woman 
school board president 
in the elementary school 
district.  As first lady of 
Kishwaukee Community 
College she made many 
lasting friendships in Ogle 
and DeKalb counties.

Gloria Jenkins is sur-
vived by her four children, 
Kathy Phillips (Elliott, 
deceased) and their sons 
Sam of Los Angeles, CA 
and Noah of Troy, NY; 
Norm Jenkins, Jr (Dawn) 
and their daughters Jen-
nifer of Stoughton, WI 
and Taylor (Jacob) of 
Rochelle, IL; Lisa Autry 
(Mark) and their chil-
dren Jonathan, Matthew, 
Emilee and Aaron Autry, 
all of St. Louis, MO; and 
Michael Jenkins (Sheri) 
and their children Jeremy 
and Nicholas Jenkins, 
Madison Jenkins-Dietrich 
(Jordan), Jeff, Kevin and 
Craig Venice, and their 
7 grandchildren, all of 
Quincy, IL.

Gloria loved to bring 
family and friends to-
gether throughout her life.  
Instead of a memorial ser-
vice she left instructions 
for a “happy gathering 
for memory-sharing” for 
her family, neighbors and 
friends.  Her celebration 
of life will take place 
in Rochelle, Illinois on 
Saturday, November 11, 
2023, from 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. at Salt 251 
restaurant on the Fairways 
Golf Course property. 
Drop in when you can, 
family will speak starting 
at 2:30 p.m.  A memorial 
has been established, the 
“GloJay Quest to be Best” 
youth golf initiative which 
will advance aspiring 
youth golfers in the city 
of Rochelle.  

“ I  H O P E  Y O U 
DANCE…”

ROCHELLE — On 
Nov. 1 at 4:59 a.m. David 
M. Knight, 57, of Ro-
chelle was arrested on an 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrant and transferred.

On Nov. 3 at 2:57 a.m. 
Justin C. Garcia, 24, of 
Rochelle was arrested 

for driving while license 
suspended and cited for 
speeding. He was given 
a notice to appear and 
a Dec. 8 Rochelle court 
date. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 
61068. Phone: 815-562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 10:00 
am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during am service; Bible Study Tuesday 
10:00 am and Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.com Email: 
thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available 
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know Christ and to Proclaim Christ 
in Word and Deed” -19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of Perry 
Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson, Pastor. Coffee 
Hour starts at 9:00 a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult Bible Study 
are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. and is broadcast live on Facebook. 
Go to our website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click on the link there. 
A Grief Support Group meets the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. 
Call or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@gmail.com with questions 
or for more information. Also check us out at www.facebook.com/Calvary-
Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We 
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also 
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com. 
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church - 
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois 
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. 
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday 
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School 
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information. 
facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known Through 
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online 
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on 
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also e-mail Pastor 
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to 
join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist Church of Rochelle invites 
you to experience our practical Bible services which have nurseries provided 
in every service along with a wide range of children’s and teen ministries.  
Sunday School is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 am and 1:00 
pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 5 yr. 
olds thru 6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 6:30 pm for 7th 
– 12th grades and the Adult Bible Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist Church is 
located 6 blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. and 8th Ave. in 
Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more information .  Listen at 8:30 am Sunday 
mornings on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible Message.” www.
firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. 
We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev. 
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am and 10:30am. In person or 
streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/  
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 
815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. 
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook! 
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am. 
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at 
10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship 
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the 
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for 
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops 
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community 
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday 
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes 
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship 
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion. 
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15, 
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and 
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship 
service.  We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of 
every month, and on other appropriate occasions.  Youth group is on Sunday 
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects, 
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together.  Some 
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping 
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on 
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences 
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness.  Youth group is for grades 
6-12 and friends are always welcome.  Recorded services are available on our 
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are 
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page 
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Thomas Paisley.  Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is 
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is 
welcome and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; 
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), 
PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 
AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday 
8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or 
by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director 
of Religious Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth 
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information 
about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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“It can be a lot, but it pays 
dividends. By getting them, 
it helps us accomplish all of 
the work we’re getting done. 
We’re in the same boat as a 
lot of other towns. We have 
aging infrastructure and we 
have to come up with ways 
to do those improvements.”

The city also recently 
received a $1.1 million grant 
for downtown redevelop-
ment as part of the state’s 
Rebuild Illinois’ Down-
towns and Main Streets 
program that it will use to 
reconstruct seven existing 
city parking lots, construct 

two new city parking lots, 
install three level-three 
electric vehicle charging 
stations and construct a 
public restroom facility 
to support the downtown 
district businesses and com-
munity events.

Fiegenschuh praised his 
staff members for their work 
on applying for grants to 
conserve taxpayer money 
and get more projects done 
each year. 

“With project costs going 
up, it helps fund those addi-
tional costs,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “It reduces our overall 
debt that we owe and the 
burden on our ratepayers. It 

says something about Adam 
and our staff who go out 
there and just work hard to 
find as much money as they 
can to fund these projects. 
If we don’t get it, somebody 
else is going to take it. Why 
not try to get as many of 
those dollars into Rochelle 
as possible? And these folks 
have done that.

City Community Devel-
opment Director Michelle 
Pease heads up the down-
town parking lot project and 
has applied for and received 
other grants for the city in 
the past. She called the grant 
process “lengthy”, but said 
it’s one of the things she 

enjoys most about her job. 
Other grant-funded city 

projects in recent years 
have included the demo-
lition of Hickory Grove, 
improvements to the City 
of Rochelle Railroad, and 
$265,000 given to local 
businesses to get them 
through COVID-19.

“The total of grants 
we’ve secured in recent 
years is in the millions,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “If you 
look at the grant dollars 
we’ve received in the last 
six years, it’s well over 
$10 million in grants. And 
I’m not even counting the 
$8 million that Adam got. 

That’s close to $20 million 
in grants in the last 6-7 
years that we’ve secured for 
downtown improvements, 
COVID-19, railroad, water, 
waste water, Hickory Grove 
and hopefully soon, the 
electric side.”

Pease said the receipt 
of grants requires a lot of 
documentation with the is-
suing body which is done by 
multiple city departments. 
Reports on the project’s 
progress, even after it’s 
completed, are required in 
many cases. 

“It’s a nice collaboration 
between multiple people 
and departments,” Pease 

said. “There’s a great deal 
of work behind the scenes, 
but millions and millions of 
dollars come into the city 
that’s free money is well 
worth every minute spent.”

Fiegenschuh said that 
receiving grants as a city 
helps to reprioritize funds 
for other projects and to do 
projects more quickly. 

“I think our staff does a 
fantastic job with grants,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “We’re 
always out there trying to 
secure additional funding 
for projects. If it’s a project 
the city council wants, we’re 
going to look for alternative 
funding for it.”

WELL: City and RMU obtain grant funds for $8 million project

From page 4

After a brief investiga-
tion, deputies arrested John 
T. Ceazer, 32, of Madison, 
Wisconsin, for driving while 
license suspended. Barber 
was additionally issued 
citations for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle and 

expired registration. Ceazer 
was issued a notice to appear 
and released on scene. 

On Oct. 29, deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 6,000 block of North 
Illinois Route 251. After in-
vestigation, deputies placed 
Jhonny Alexis Jaimes-Vale-
ro, 38, of Elgin, under 

arrest for no valid driver’s 
license. Jaimes-Valero was 
additionally issued citations 
for driving with a suspended 
registration and operating 
an uninsured vehicle.  Jai-
mes-Valero was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was released on a 
notice to appear. 

On Oct. 30,  deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
at the intersection of 2nd 
Street and 8th Avenue in Ro-
chelle. After investigation, 
deputies placed Joe Murray, 
39, of Franklin Grove under 
arrest for driving while 
license suspended. Murray 
was additionally issued a 

citation for no valid regis-
tration. Murray was released 
on a notice to appear at the 
scene and given a future 
court date.

On Oct. 30, deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
in the 6,000 block of N. 
River Road. After inves-
tigation, deputies placed 

Jose Ramirez Vazquez, 39, 
of Elgin, under arrest for 
no valid Illinois driver’s 
license. Ramirez Vazquez 
was additionally issued a 
citation for operating an 
uninsured vehicle. Ramirez 
Vazquez was released on a 
notice to appear at the scene 
and given a future court date. 

SHERIFF: Ogle County Sheriff’s Report for Oct. 27-30, 2023
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The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on 

subjects of interest to our readers. Editing 
may be necessary for space, clarity or to 

avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will 
not be altered. All letters must bear the 
handwritten signature of the writer and 
include address and phone number or 

e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone 

number will be printed. Letters should 

be typed or legibly handwritten, and no 
anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must 
include at least one name of an individual. 
Any criticism of public officials should be 

limited to issues related strictly to their 
position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. 
Letters involving private disputes between 

the writer and a business will not be 
published. Political endorsements will be 

published, however letters from candidates 
endorsing themselves will not be printed. 

Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader 
office (211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the 

News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) 
or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.

com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any 
reason, and letters chosen for publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views of this 

newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales     kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

IT is my pleasure 
to present a brief 
synopsis of the Fis-

cal Year 2024 City of 
Rochelle/Rochelle Mu-
nicipal Utilities budget 
that our staff recently pre-
sented to the city council.  
The full spending plan 
will be up for approval 
at the second meeting in 
November. A copy of the 
full budget is available for 
the public to view online 
or at city hall. This plan is 
in line with the city’s six 
key strategic plan goals 
and funds many priorities 
established by our policy 
makers. 

The proposed budget 
for all funds in FY24 is pro-

posed to be $125,523,274. 
Of this total, approximate-
ly $70 million is allocated 
for capital investments 
and power purchases. 
The proposed Gener-
al Fund Revenues for 
FY24 are estimated to be 
$14,051,480.  Expendi-
tures for the new fiscal 
year total approximately 
$14,043,345.  Staff esti-
mates a projected surplus 
for the new year of approx-
imately $8,000.  Based on 
this information, our team 
estimates the general fund 
cash balance will increase 
slightly to $10,131,634.  

The utilities (electric, 
water, water reclamation, 
advanced communica-

tions & technology center, 
railroad, landfill, golf 
course and airport) pro-
posed budgeted expenses 
are $84,485,868 of which 
$31,323,350 is for 
capital outlays & 
$26,779,746 for 
power purchases. 
All other funds, 
including Spe-
cial, Downstate 
Police and Fire 
Pensions, Internal 
Service and CIP 
total $26,994,061.  

As part of our 
2021 strategic plan up-
date, the mayor and city 
council required staff to 
continue to develop a 
long-range capital im-

provement plan that laid 
out capital expenditures 
for the next 20 years.  Staff 
implanted this require-
ment and now forecasts 

these expenditures 
through 2044.  

Some of the 
capital projects 
slated for funding 
in 2024 include 
the construction 
of an iron removal 
plant at the Caron 
Road water well, 
continued expan-
sion of the City 

of Rochelle Rail Road 
transload project, design 
and construction of 10 
miles of new 34.5kv line 
that will tie all of RMU’s 

substations together to 
increase reliability, further 
updates to our downtown 
area (funded through a Re-
build Downtown IL grant 
and TIF alternate revenue 
bonds), 20th Street and 
Flagg Road intersection 
widening and reconstruc-
tion and completion of the 
new public safety/utility 
training facility. A full list 
of the 2024 expenditures 
along with the approved 
40-year plan can be found 
on the City of Rochelle 
website.  I appreciate the 
continued support of our 
mayor and city council for 
setting the policy priori-
ties for the community and 
supporting our continued 

capital funding efforts.  
Finally, success breeds 
success and our communi-
ty would not be here today 
without the dedication of 
my wonderful staff. They 
work each day to serve 
our residents and continue 
moving Rochelle forward. 

“The only place suc-
cess comes before work is 
in the dictionary” -Vince 
Lombardi

“The way to achieve 
your own success is to be 
willing to help somebody 
else get it first” -Iyanla 
Vanzant

Jeffrey A. Fiegenschuh, 
ICMA-CM, MPA, is the 
city manager of the City 
of Rochelle.

Fiegenschuh: The fiscal year 2024 budget

TRADE. Web-
ster’s defines it 
as: The action 

of selling goods and 
services.

In a global economy 
trade is not only a ne-
cessity it is what creates 
economic prosperity. 
No industry knows this 
more than agriculture. 
While many of the com-
modities we produce are 
used domestically for 
feed, biofuels, industrial 
applications and others, 
without trade we could 
not make farming prof-
itable. 

America’s farmers 
and ranchers lead the 
world in producing safe, 
sustainable food, fiber 
and fuel for consumers 
at home and abroad. Ag-
ricultural trade is critical 
to our national economy 
and to the economic 
sustainability of family 
farms and ranches, but 
non-scientific trade bar-
riers and tariffs restrict 
farmers’ ability to com-
pete in global markets. 
We rely on robust trade 
agreements to establish 
a level playing field for 
farmers and ranchers and 
to protect the jobs and 
businesses that agricul-
ture supports in the U.S.

The Indo-Pacific Eco-
nomic Framework has 
been formally launched 
by the U.S., along with 

Australia, Brunei, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Ma-
laysia, New Zealand, the 
Philippines, Singapore, 
South Korea, Thailand 
and Vietnam. The Ad-
ministration’s objectives 
for the new IPEF includes 
working with the other 
countries to expand trade, 
improve supply chains, 
promote sustainability, 
support agriculture, and 
remove non-tariff trade 
barriers. The IPEF fo-
cuses on science-based 
food safety standards, 
will reduce trade barriers, 
and help expand trade 
opportunities for U.S. 
agricultural goods.

The U.S. and Taiwan 
will begin trade talks 
following an agreed upon 
agenda, called the “Ini-
tiative on 21st-Century 
Trade.” Taiwan imported 
$3.8 billion of U.S. agri-
cultural products in 2021, 
including beef, dairy 
products, soybeans, fruit, 
tree nuts, vegetables, 
and other products. An 
agreement that adopts 
science-based food safe-
ty standards will help 
expand trade opportuni-
ties for U.S. agricultural 
goods.

The agreed upon trade 
agenda will include sci-
ence-based regulatory 
practices, agriculture 
collaboration on common 
standards, digital trade, 

labor, environment, trade 
facilitation, state-owned 
enterprises, and non-mar-
ket practices. The ini-
tiative will not include 
market access measures 
such as reducing or elim-
inating tariffs.

The United States 
and the United King-
dom began trade agree-
ment negotiations in 
May 2020. The U.S. 
exported $2 billion in 
agricultural products to 
the UK in 2019, while 
the UK export-
ed $1.9 billion 
in agricultural 
products to the 
U.S.

As the UK has 
left the EU it is 
able to conclude 
a trade agree-
ment with the 
U.S. However, 
these negotia-
tions have not continued 
since 2020.

Include all agricultural 
products and policies in 
the negotiations, Elim-
inate non-tariff trade 
barriers, Ensure market 
access for biotechnology 
products, Address issues 
concerning import-sensi-
tive products, Oppose the 
Precautionary Principle, 
and Oppose the use of 
geographic indicators.

On Jan. 15, 2020, the 
U.S. signed a “Phase 1” 
trade agreement with 

China that went into force 
on Feb. 14, 2020. As a part 
of the agreement, China 
has agreed to purchase at 
least $80 billion of U.S. 
agricultural products 
cumulatively in 2020 and 
2021. The U.S. exported 
$27 billion of agricul-
tural products to China 
in 2020 and $34 billion 
in 2021. Soybeans, corn, 
pork sorghum and wheat 
were major purchases by 
China.

Reforms in food stan-
dards  affec t ing 
imports of beef, 
poultry, dairy and 
horticultural prod-
ucts  have been 
implemented by 
China. America’s 
farmers and ranch-
ers are eager to get 
back to business 
globally and restor-
ing our ability to be 

competitive in China is 
key to that.

Reduction or elimi-
nation of non-tariff bar-
riers is included for 
meat, poultry, rice, dairy 
and other products. The 
biotechnology approval 
process is also improved.

Tariffs, imposed on 
Sept. 1, 2019, have been 
reduced from 15 percent 
to 7.5 percent on $112 
billion of imports from 
China. Tariffs remain 
at 25 percent on $250 
billion of imports.

With the implemen-
tation of the U.S.-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement, 
U.S. farmers and ranch-
ers are eager to realize 
the more than $2 billion 
in additional farm exports 
and $65 billion in gross 
domestic product the 
pact is expected to pro-
vide. The three countries 
signed the USMCA, the 
successor to NAFTA, 
on Nov. 30, 2018, and 
a revised version of the 
agreement was signed 
Dec. 10, 2019. With all 
three countries having 
ratified the agreement, 
USMCA entered into 
force on July 1, 2020.

Ongoing work with 
Mexico to resolve dis-
putes regarding biotech-
nology approvals and the 
use of glyphosate.

Continued case with 
Canada’s dairy import 
regulations.

Designed to replace 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement, the 
USMCA builds on im-
portant trade relation-
ships in North America.

The agreement is ex-
pected to increase U.S. 
ag exports by $2 billion 
and result in a $65 billion 
increase in gross domes-
tic product.

The agreement will 
provide new market ac-
cess for American dairy 
and poultry products 

while preserving the ze-
ro-tariff platform on all 
other ag products.

In  par t icular,  the 
agreement gives U.S. 
dairy products access to 
an additional 3.6 percent 
of Canada’s dairy mar-
ket – even better than 
what was proposed in the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 
trade agreement.

U.S. wheat will be 
treated more fairly, thanks 
to Canada’s agreement to 
grade our wheat no less 
favorably than its own.

Mexico and the United 
States have also agreed 
that all grading standards 
for ag products will be 
non-discriminatory.

Additional provisions 
enhance science-based 
trading standards among 
the three nations as the 
basis for sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures 
for ag products, as well 
as progress in the area of 
geographic indications.

The agreement also 
includes measures that 
address cooperation, in-
formation sharing and 
other trade rules among 
the three nations related 
to agricultural biotech-
nology and gene editing.

“There is no friendship 
in trade.” -Cornelius 
Vanderbilt

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

Ron Kern: Agricultural trade is critical

Ron
Kern
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Oct. 10 - Jessica Mueller, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 11 - Jason Burdin, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 12 - MeLisa Young, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 13 - Jasmine Sarabia, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 14 - From the Heart, $25

Oct. 15 - Michele Perez, Rochelle, $50

Oct. 16 - From the Heart, $25

Oct. 17 - City of Rochelle, $25

Oct. 18 - Erica Walton, Moline, $25

Oct. 19 - Merry Mathis, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 20 - Emily Dysart, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 21 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Oct. 22 - Diane Cecil, Rochelle, $50

Oct. 23 - Bob Hammon, Sycamore, $25

Oct. 24 - From the Heart, $25

Oct. 25 - Jacob and Taylor Bigelow, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 26 - Debra Bonacquisti, Ashton, $25

Oct. 27 - David Beguin, City of Rochelle, $25

Oct. 28 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Oct. 29 - Doria Hardy, Rochelle, $50

Oct. 30 - Hub City Senior Center, $25

Oct. 31 - Ashton Schuster, Ortonville, MI, $250

Nov. 1 - Lori Kersten, Dixon, $25

Nov. 2 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Nov. 3 - Lucas Dobson, Davis Junction, $25

Nov. 4 - Dana Ptucha, Deer Park, New York, $25

Nov. 5 - From the Heart, $50
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU
7034 S. Klondike Road | Rochelle, IL 61068 | 815-561-9074

If you would like to volunteer with us, please email us at 
volunteer@kitchentablerochelle.org

November 2 – (Thursday) – Chicken Cobbler, Roasted 
Veggies

November 5 – (Sunday Brunch) – NO SUNDAY BRUNCH
November 7 – (Tuesday) – Lil Smokies with Cabbage, 

Potatoes, Onion, Broccoli Soup
November 9 - (Thursday) – BLT Sandwiches, Baked Beans, 

Pasta Salad
November 14 – (Tuesday) – THANKSGIVING DINNER – 

Roasted Turkey Breast, Sliced Ham, Corn Casserole, Green 
Beans, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Sausage Stuffing, Cranberry 

Sauce, Dinner Rolls

November 16 – (Thursday) – THANKSGIVING DINNER – 
Roasted Turkey Breast, Sliced Ham, Corn Casserole, Green 

Beans, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Sausage Stuffing, Cranberry 
Sauce, Dinner Rolls

November 21 – (Tuesday) – CLOSED
November 23 – (Thursday) – CLOSED

November 28 – (Tuesday) – Tacos or Taco Salad with 
Lettuce, tomatoes, onions, cheese, sour cream and salsa

November 30 – (Thursday) – Lasagna, Bosco Sticks, Salad
December 3 – NO SUNDAY BRUNCH

KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries

**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to 
check before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074

www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Nov. 3

Matthew Avila
 

Nov. 4
Angela Taylor

 
Nov. 9

Jon Bieck
 

Nov. 10
Oliviah Powell

 
Nov. 11

Steven Huffstatler
Laiklyn South

Makayla Dodrill
 

Nov. 12
Bo Sexton

 

Nov. 13
Jacob & 

Marissa Seldal 
(anniversary)

 
Nov. 14

Jaelynn Sullivan
Emma Slack

 
Nov. 17

Tim South
 

Nov. 18
Ethan Huff

Jenna Jackson
 

Nov. 20
Tony Fry

 

Nov. 22
Tim Dougherty

 
Nov. 23

Seth House
Kevin & Katie 

Sherburne 
(anniversary)
Carolyn Bieck

 
Nov. 24

Brenda Jones
 

Nov. 27
Makayla Ludwig

 
Nov. 29

Sam South
 

Dec. 1
Josh Perkins

Kennedy Smith
Brooks Bridgeman

 
Dec. 2

Dylan Rosenbach
 

Dec. 3
Annabelle Sexton

Ty Vongsiri
 

Dec. 4
Teresa Dodillet

 
Dec. 6

Kelly Smith
 

OREGON — Seren-
ity Hospice is offering 
a two-week class titled 
“Cooking-for-One.” Peo-
ple often struggle with 
food preparation after 
the death of a loved one. 
In this class, participants 
will discuss navigating the 

grocery store, how to cook 
for one, mindful eating, 
and ways to put some joy 
back into their meals. The 
classes will take place on 
Thursday, Nov. 9, and 
Thursday, Nov. 16. Par-
ticipants will meet from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 

St. Mary Parish Center, 
881 Mongan Drive, Or-
egon. Every week will 
include lunch and recipe 
sampling. Class size is 
limited. 

To register, call 815-
732-2499 and ask for 
Cathy or Denise. As al-

ways, all proceeds benefit 
the impactful mission 
of Serenity Hospice and 
Home, an organization 
that provides high-quality, 
compassionate end-of-life 
care as well as free, ongo-
ing bereavement services 
that are open to the public.

Guidance with Cooking after the Death of a Loved One

MENDOTA — The 
next Human Services Trans-
portation Plan Regional 
Transportation Committee 
Meeting for Region 3 (Bu-
reau, DeKalb, Grundy, Ken-
dall, LaSalle, Lee, Ogle and 
Putnam Counties) will be 

held on Friday Nov. 17 at 10 
a.m. at the Mendota Moose 
- 211 E. 12th St., Mendota, 
IL 61342. Human service 
organizations with an inter-
est in public transportation 
are strongly encouraged to 
attend, as well as anyone 

interested in public transit. 
If you would like further 
information, please contact 
via email: hstp@ncicg.org 
or call us at (815) 433-5830.

We will have reserved 
time slots available for pub-
lic comment via Zoom for 

anyone not able to attend the 
meeting in person between 
10:15-10:30 a.m. If you 
would like to participate in 
public comment via zoom 
during that time frame, 
please contact us at (815) 
433-5830.

Regional Transportation Committee Meeting is Nov. 17
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Rochelle • 455 W. Hwy. 38 • 562-7071

Your Independently Owned Community Bank Since 1882

GIFT SHOPPE

 900 N 2nd St
Rochelle, IL 

(815) 562-2181
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Rochelle, IL                        815-562-8787

211 E. Route 38 • 562-4171
www.rochellenews-leader.com

James E. Supancic Insurance
Call “Spud” for all your insurance needs

Auto • Home • Life • Health
License & Title Service • License Renewal Stickers

515 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle
815-562-7552
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CONTEST RULES:
1. Fill out form completely.
2. Entries must be returned to 

their corresponding business 
sponsor by 10am on Monday, 
November 13th. (The person 
whose name is on the 
ticket must be the person 
dropping the ticket off to the 
business.)

3. One winner will be drawn at 
EACH business! (1 turkey per 
person)

4. No purchase necessary.
5. Employees of this 

newspaper or contest 
sponsors are not eligible to 
enter.

LET’S TALK TURKEY!LET’S TALK TURKEY!

1010 S. 7th Street Rochelle, Il 61068 
815-562-9000

420 Fourth Avenue, Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2156 
 www.fnclaw.com

134 May Mart Dr., 
Rochelle, IL
815-561-0001
Order Online and 
View Our Menu:  
Dog-Hub.com

Rochelle • New Milford • Creston • Byron
www.holcomb.bank

620 S. 7th • Rochelle
815-562-2177

prescottbrothersford.com

Hours: 
Mon - Fri 9-5

Sat 10-5 • Sun Closed

815-562-8792
meyersfurniture.com

209 Powers Rd. Hwy. 251  •Rochelle, IL

for giving support to local businesses!

Davis  
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann 
Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

 

1201 Meriden Street,  
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

We Fix Boo 
Boos

Most insurances accepted.

Lobby Hours: M-F 8:30-5 | Sat. 8:30-Noon | Sun. Closed 

M-F 9-4 | Sat. & Sun. Closed

Hours: M-F 9:30 - 1

Hours: M-F 8-6 | Sat. 8-4 | Sun. Closed

Hours: M & W 8-12 & 1-5 | Th. 8-11:30 | Fri. 9-11 & 2-5 | Closed Sat., Sun. & Tue.
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RTHS Girls Basketball

Lady Hubs return to the hardwood
Henkel, Martinez headline senior players back under new head coach Gehm

SPORTS RUNNERS EARN AWARDS
 
The RTHS cross country team held its 
season-ending banquet on Wednesday. 
 
See page 4 for more details
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PT Delivery 
Driver Needed 
Immediately!

2-3 Days/Week
10-20 Hours

Stop in the  
Office at the 

News-Leader for 
more info.

11052023

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Jona-
thon Gehm held his first 
official practice as the 
new head coach of the 
Rochelle Lady Hub var-
sity basketball team on 
Monday afternoon. The 
Lady Hubs return several 
players from the 2022-23 
roster and are seeking to 
improve on an eight-win 
season last winter.

Rochelle will begin the 
2023-24 campaign with 
the Oregon Tipoff Tour-
nament on Wednesday, 
Nov. 15. The Lady Hubs 
will then travel to face 
Sterling and Princeton on 
Nov. 21 and Nov. 22 before 
returning to host DeKalb 
on Monday, Nov. 27 for 
their first home game of 
the season. Interstate 8 
Conference action will 
start with a road game at 
Sycamore on Wednesday, 
Dec. 6.

“It’s exciting and I 
know the girls are ready 
to go,” Gehm said. “I’ve 
been ready to go for a long 
time and with fall sports 
ending, basketball is now 
the focus and the girls are 
really excited. We’ve had 
a lot of energy in the gym 
and we’re ready for the 
season. We’re focusing on 
bringing energy and effort 
every single day. We want 
our girls to be working 
hard for themselves and 
their teammates. Our girls 
have had three coaches 
over the last three or four 

years.”
Seniors Alivia Hen-

kel and Kara Martinez 
headline Rochelle’s re-
turning varsity players 
for the 2023-24 season. 
Henkel earned Interstate 
8 All-Conference honors 
last season as well as the 
team’s Most Valuable 
Player award during the 
2022-23 campaign. The 
Lady Hubs also return 
senior Sydney Tabor, who 
was Rochelle’s Defender 
of the Year Award winner 
last winter. 

“We’ve been pushing 
Kara to be a bigger leader 
for us and she really took 
charge over the sum-
mer,” Gehm said. “Ken-
nedy [Adamski] brings 
leadership everywhere 
she goes and Alivia has 
been around our team for 
a long time. We’re also 
looking for our juniors 
like Abby [Metzger] and 
Kendyl [Darby] to step 
up. Between our seniors 
and our juniors, we have 
a lot of leaders.”

Rochelle has several 
frontcourt players back 
from the 2022-23 roster 
including senior Ken-
nedy Adamski as well 
as junior Abby Metzger. 
Junior Kendyl Darby also 
returns after finishing the 
2022-23 campaign as 
one of the leading scor-
ers for the Lady Hubs. 
The 2023-24 season will 
be the first at RTHS for 
Gehm, who replaces for-
mer head coach Ryan 
McQuade, who stepped 

down after two seasons at 
the helm. McQuade had 
previously taken over for 

Tony Rowan.
“We want to win games, 

but we also want to be 

playing our best basket-
ball toward the end of the 
season,” Gehm said. “Our 

season will be about steady 
growth and never taking 
steps back.”

Senior Alivia Henkel returns to the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball team after earning All-Conference 
First Team honors in the Interstate 8 last season.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

RTHS Cross Country

Rochelle runners show growth throughout 2023 season
McGee, Koziol highlight talented sophomore class eligible to return next fall

Sophomores Declan McGee (left) and Rose Luxton (right) are two of the many talented underclassmen eligible 
to return for the Rochelle Hub and Lady Hub cross country teams next season.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Head 
coach Mark Zilis noted 
that nearly every member 
of the Rochelle Township 
High School cross country 
team saw improvement in 
his or her time during the 
2023 season. With only 
two seniors set to depart 
from the entire roster, 
both the Hub and Lady 
Hub programs are well 
positioned for continued 
growth and success in the 
near future.

The Hubs took second 
in the Rochelle Invitation-
al while finishing third 
in the Byron Invitational 
and sixth in the Genoa-
Kingston Matt Walter 
Invitational. Senior Luis 
Hernandez headlined 
the Rochelle roster on 
the boys side, earning 
All-Conference honors 
in the Interstate 8 for the 
second straight season 
while also reaching the 
IHSA Sectional Series as 
an individual once again. 
Hernandez and senior 
Caleb Wyssbrod are the 
only two runners set to 
depart this fall.

“What I look for from 
both the boys and the girls 

is improvement through-
out the season,” Zilis said. 
“Every single one of our 
athletes improved from 
the first meet to the last, 
which means our training 
system is working and 
our athletes are working 
really hard during the sea-
son. We didn’t finish near 
the top of many meets, 
but we had a number of 
individuals who were 
medalists.”

With Hernandez and 
Wyssbrod departing, Ro-
chelle will look for several 
underclassmen to step up 
for the team next season. 
Those underclassmen in-
clude sophomores Declan 
McGee, Elijah Mayen and 
Levi Waddle as well as 
freshman Hadley Losoya. 
The Lady Hubs, who will 
not lose any seniors from 
the 2023 roster, posted 
notable team finishes 
including a third-place 
finish in the Rochelle 
Invitational at Skare Park 
and a fourth-place finish 
at the Byron Invitational.

“Our team was fairly 
young and a few of our 
older kids were first-time 
cross country runners,” 
Zilis said. 

See XC page 3
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S
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7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers  
Association , Inc. Northern Region 

Trucking Company of the year 2022

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Kami

Damask

Year: Freshman

Sport: Cheer

Elena

Daugherty

Year: Freshman

Sport: Cheer

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Five years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Being with my teammates and 

celebrating with my team.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: English because we get to have 
more interaction with classmates.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My coach Trisha because she’s 
always pushing us to be our best 

and to always be kind.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be an ultrasound tech 

because I can help people and be 
a part of their best moments.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Florida so I could see my 
family and go to the beach.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: That there are opportunities for 

every student’s interests.

Q: How many years have 
you been playing this sport?

A: Three years.
Q: What do you enjoy 
most about this sport?

A: When we celebrate a new skill 
and when we cheer together.
Q: What is your favorite 
school subject and why?
A: Biology because of the 

experiments we do.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My coach Trish and all of 

my teammates.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Greece or Italy.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: I’m involved in things and 

I’m a part of the fun events that 
happen.
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From page 1

“It’s a physically and 
mentally challenging sport 
and our kids learned how 
to handle that mentally and 
how to fight through that 

physically. We have a lot of 
girls who will be back next 
season and I think they’ll 
continue to improve. I think 
both our girls and boys 
teams will have a chance 
to qualify for the sectional. 

We’re hoping to bring in a 
few more runners.”

The Lady Hubs were led 
by a talented sophomore 
class that included IHSA 
Sectional qualifier Annal-
iese Koziol as well as Rose 

Luxton, Mary Chadwick 
and Bella Biggs. Juniors 
Brisa Zepeda and Bridgett 
Ramirez along with fresh-
man Vivian Worthington 
are three more runners who 
improved throughout the 

season and could factor 
into the varsity mix next 
season. 

“Declan fights hard 
and he’ll be a leader for 
our team next year,” Zilis 
said. “I’d like to see both 

of our teams make it to the 
sectional meet and I’d love 
to see Annaliese make a 
push for the state meet. I 
could see Declan making 
a push for the state meet 
next season as well.”

SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Precision Furnace 
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test

24/7 Emergency 
Service

XC: Head coach Zilis reflects on 2023 cross country season

RTHS Volleyball

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub var-
sity volleyball team has 
returned to its winning 
ways, recording its sec-
ond consecutive winning 
season under head coach 
Molly Sly. With only two 
senior starters departing 
from the 2023 roster and 
several players eligible to 
return next fall, Sly and the 
Lady Hubs will enter the 
offseason with their eyes 
on continued success in 
the future.

Rochelle finished with a 
17-16 overall record and a 
3-7 record in the Interstate 
8 Conference this season. 
The Lady Hubs performed 
well in tournament ac-
tion, finishing second at 
the Rockford Jefferson 
Invitational while taking 
fourth in the Lady Hub In-
vitational and placing third 
at the Sterling Invitational. 
Rochelle’s season ended in 
the IHSA 3A LaSalle-Peru 
Regional.

“I had high hopes to run 
a 6-2 formation this season, 
but we didn’t wind up using 
that lineup,” Sly said. “We 
had Ali [Ohlinger] record 
her 1,000th career assist, 
which was awesome to 
see, and we also saw Tae-
lynn [Rodeghero] start the 
season with a 20-plus kill 
match against Dixon. They 
were our go-to players this 
season and I thought Emma 
[Kennay] really shined 
throughout the season with 
her work ethic. Dempsey 
[Atkinson] was all over 
the place in our back row.”

Rochelle took both of 
its Interstate 8 matches 
against Ottawa and split 
a home-and-home series 
against Morris. The Lady 

Lady Hubs score 17 victories during 2023 season
I-8 All-Conference setter Ohlinger headlines varsity players eligible to return

Hubs, who will lose four 
seniors from the 2023 roster 
including starting middle 
blocker Kennedy Adamski 
(94 kills and 18 blocks) and 
right side Alivia Henkel 
(95 kills, 142 digs, 24 aces 
and 10 blocks), secured 
nonconference wins over 
several programs includ-
ing Belvidere, Woodstock, 
Oregon, Sandwich, Fulton, 
Rockford Lutheran and 

Sterling Newman.
“We’re definitely going 

to miss our seniors,” Sly 
said. “Kennedy’s been our 
middle for the last three 
years and she’s been some-
one we can really depend 
on. She knew where her 
hitters were and she always 
had nice touches on the 
block. Alivia worked really 
hard to earn her six rotations 
this season and I wasn’t sure 

where she would fit in, but 
she earned her role and she 
was a game-changer for our 
team, especially late in the 
season. She dug up a lot of 
balls.”

The Lady Hubs will have 
multiple starters including 
junior hitters Taelynn Ro-
deghero (265 kills, 88 digs, 
21 aces and 10 blocks) and 
Lauren Dyer (94 kills and 
10 aces) along with junior 

libero Dempsey Atkinson 
(256 digs and 36 aces). 
Junior setter Ali Ohlinger 
(474 assists, 81 kills, 135 
digs, 53 aces and 31 blocks) 
and junior defender Emma 
Kennay (95 digs and 15 
aces) along with sophomore 
reserves Jaydin Dickey and 
Meredith Bruns are also 
eligible to return.

“There are some big 
shoes to fill with the two 

starters who are leaving,” 
Sly said. “We’re excited to 
see who fills those shoes. 
Jaydin and Meredith han-
dled the varsity experience 
well and we looked to Ali, 
Taelynn and Dempsey to 
lead our team this year. 
We’re looking to them again 
next year and I’m hoping 
they come back with the 
excitement they’ll need to 
lead our team.”

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity volleyball team finished with a 17-16 overall record during the 2023 season. The Lady Hubs will have several 
sophomore and junior players eligible to return next season.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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SPORTS
RTHS Cross Country

Rochelle runners earn RTHS and 
Interstate 8 Conference awards
The Rochelle Township High School cross country 
team held its season-ending awards banquet on 

Wednesday evening, with several student-athletes 
taking home RTHS and Interstate 8 Conference 
awards. Twelve student-athletes including Cash 

Budde, Declan McGee, Levi Waddle, Luis Hernandez 
(Honorable Mention), Elijah Mayen (Honorable 
Mention), Brisa Zepeda, Bridgett Ramirez, Mary 

Chadwick, Rose Luxton, Bella Biggs and Annaliese 
Koziol (above from left to right) earned Academic 

All-Conference honors. Vivian Worthington received 
the Varsity Girls Most Improved Award, while 

Annaliese Koziol won the Varsity Girls High Point 
Award and Luis Hernandez won the Varsity Boys 

High Point Award. Not pictured is Caleb Wyssbrod, 
who won the Varsity Boys Most Improved Award as 

well as Academic All-Conference honors.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First

1

5

9

2

6

3

7

4

8
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
A Mini Storage, LLC, a 
storage facility located 
at 117 Quarry Road, 
Rochelle, IL hereby 
announces that the 
possessions of the fol-
lowing lessees will be 
disposed of by means 
of auction on Novem-
ber 16th 2023 at 8:00 
AM. Disposal of per-
sonal property shall 
conform to the terms 
of the certified notice 
previously mailed to 
the lessee. The con-
tents of the units can 
be previewed immedi-
ately prior to the sale.  
The preview and sale 
will take place at each 
individual unit listed be-
low; in the order they 
appear.
Unit#152 David Kmiec: 
Table,chair, Safe box, 
l a m p , d r e s s e r, b a g , 
palm tree,sofa
Unit#150 David Kmiec:
Pots, home goods,plas-
tic binds, boxes, toets.
No. 1049
(Oct. 30 and Nov. 5, 
2023)

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

VILLAGE OF  
HILLCREST, ILLINOIS
1. Time and Place of 
Opening Bids. Sealed 
proposals for the con-
struction of the Pri-
ority 1A Water Main 
Improvements for the 
Village of Hillcrest, Ogle 
County, Illinois, will be 
received at Village Hall 
at 204 Hillcrest Ave-
nue, Rochelle, Illinois 
61068 until 10:00 A.M. 
December 14, 2023, 
and at that time, will 
be publicly opened and 
(lump sum bid or unit 
price total) read aloud.
2. Description of Work. 
The proposed con-
struction consists of re-
placing existing water 
main with approximate-
ly 2,335 feet of 12-inch 
water main, 2,272 feet 
of 8-inch water main, 
20 feet of 6-inch water 
main, 32 feet of 4-inch 
water main, 20 gate 
valves, 16 valve box-
es, 6 valve vaults, 13 
fire hydrants, 2 pres-
sure connections, 6 
non-pressure connec-
tions, abandonment of 
existing water main, 
surface restoration, 
and other miscella-
neous items of work.
3. Information for Bid-
ders. Any contract or 
contracts awarded un-
der this invitation for 
bids are expected to be 
funded in part by a loan 
from the Illinois Envi-
ronmental Protection 
Agency (IEPA). Neither 
the State of Illinois nor 
any of its departments, 
agencies, or employ-
ees is or will be a par-
ty to this invitation for 
bids or any resulting 
contract. The procure-
ment will be subject to 
regulations contained 
in the procedures for 
issuing loans from the 
Public Water Supply 
Loan Program (35 
IAC Part 662), the Da-
vis-Bacon Act (40 USC 
276a through 276a-5) 
as defined by the Unit-
ed States Department 
of Labor, the Employ-
ment of Illinois Work-
ers on Public Works 
Act (30 ILCS 570), the 
Illinois Works Jobs 
Program Act Appren-
ticeship Initiative, the 
Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Enterprise policy 
per 40 CFR Part 33, as 
amended, and the “Use 
of American Iron and 
Steel” requirements as 
contained in Section 
436 of H.R. 3547, the 
Consolidated Appropri-
ations Act, 2014. This 
procurement is also 
subject to loan recipi-
ent’s policy regarding 
the increased use of 
disadvantaged busi-
ness enterprises. The 
loan recipient’s policy 
requires all bidders to 
undertake specified af-
firmative efforts at least 
sixteen (16) days prior 
to bid opening. The pol-

icy is contained in the 
specifications.
Bidders are also re-
quired to comply with 
the President’s Execu-
tive Order No. 11246, 
as amended. The re-
quirements for Bidders 
and Contractors under 
this order are explained 
in 41 CFR 60-4.
All pertinent documents 
may be examined at 
the Village Hall at 204 
Hillcrest Avenue, Ro-
chelle, Illinois 61068 or 
on the internet at www.
bhfxplanroom.com. 
Copies of the Bidding 
Documents may be 
obtained from BHFX 
Digital Imaging, www.
bh fxp lanroom.com, 
upon a non-refundable 
payment of $75.00 per 
set. Documents can be 
purchased only through 
BHFX Digital Imaging.
Contractor(s) shall 
pay prevailing wages 
at rates not less than 
those under Davis-Ba-
con Wage Act Provi-
sions as determined by 
the U.S. Department of 
Labor to all laborers, 
workers, and mechan-
ics performing work un-
der this contract.
If at the time the Agree-
ment for this Project is 
executed, or if during 
the term of the Agree-
ment, there is exces-
sive unemployment 
in Illinois as defined 
in the Employment 
of Illinois Workers on 
Public Works Act, 30 
ILCS 570/0.01 et seq., 
as two consecutive 
months of unemploy-
ment exceeding 5%, 
the Bidder agrees to 
employ Illinois laborers 
in accordance with the 
“Employment of Illi-
nois Workers on Public 
Works Act.” An “Illinois 
laborer” is defined as 
any person who has 
resided in Illinois for at 
least thirty (30) days 
and intends to become 
or remain an Illinois 
resident.
The Village of Hillcrest 
is exempt from the Illi-
nois State, municipal, 
or county Retailers Oc-
cupation Tax, Service 
Occupation Tax, Use 
Tax, and Service Use 
Tax as described in Il-
linois Compiled Statute 
Chapter 35. Bid prices 
shall not include the 
cost of such taxes.
All Bids must be ac-
companied by a Bid-
der’s bond, certified 
check, bank cashier’s 
check, or bank draft 
payable to the Village 
of Hillcrest for (ten) 
percent (10%) of the 
total amount of the Bid 
as provided in the Bid-
der Instructions.
A mandatory Pre-Bid 
Conference of all pro-
spective Bidders and/
or their representatives 
will be held at Village 
Hall at 204 Hillcrest Av-
enue, Rochelle, Illinois 
61068 on November 
28, 2023 at 10:00 A.M. 
Bidders are required to 
attend and participate 
in the conference.
4. Rejection of Bids. 
The Board of Trustees 
reserves the right to re-
ject any or all Bids and 
to waive technicalities. 
Unless the Bids are re-
jected for good cause, 
award of contract shall 
be made to the lowest 
responsible and re-
sponsive Bidder.
Dated at Hillcrest, Illi-
nois this 5th day of No-
vember 2023.
Rick Rhoads, Village 
President
Dawn Bearrows, Vil-
lage Clerk
No. 1104
(Nov. 5, 2023)

LEGAL NOTICE 
FOR 

CRESTON-DEMENT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
NEW BUILDING

By authority of the 
Board of Library Trust-
ees, sealed bids will 
be received until 2:00 
p.m., prevailing time, 
on November 28, 
2023, by the Board of 
Library Trustees of the 
Creston-Dement Pub-
lic Library for the new 
building.  Any bids re-

ceived after 2:00 p.m. 
will not be accepted.  
The project consists of 
site work, landscaping, 
building structure, exte-
rior cladding & finishes, 
mechanical, electrical, 
plumbing, low voltage 
systems, interior con-
struction and interior 
finishes.
Responses shall be 
submitted in dupli-
cate on or before the 
specified closing time 
in an opaque sealed 
envelope marked as 
noted within the Bid-
ding Documents on the 
outside and addressed 
to: Kristi Scherer, Li-
brary Director, Cres-
ton-Dement Public Li-
brary.  Responses are 
to be mailed or hand 
delivered to the Cres-
ton-Dement Public 
Library, P.O. Box 193, 
107 S. Main Street, 
Creston, IL 60113.
A pre-bid virtual con-
ference for general 
contractors will be held 
on November 14, 2023 
at 9:00 a.m. through 
a virtual link noted in 
Section 001113 of the 
bid documents.  (not 
mandatory)
Bid security in the 
form of a bid bond or 
certified check made 
payable to the Cres-
ton-Dement Public Li-
brary equal to 10% of 
the base bid amount 
shall be submitted with 
the bid.  Performance 
and Labor and Material 
Payment Bonds, and 
Certificate of Insurance 
will be required from 
the successful bidder.
The Creston-Dement 
Public Library Board 
of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any 
or all documents sub-
mitted or parts thereof, 
to waive any irregu-
larities or informalities 
in the prequalification 
procedures and to ap-
prove trade contractors 
and vendors to bid in 
a manner serving the 
interest of the Cres-
ton-Dement Public Li-
brary.
All bidders must com-
ply with the applicable 
Illinois Law requiring 
the payment of prevail-
ing wages, and bidders 
must comply with the Il-
linois Statutory require-
ments regarding labor 
and bidding, includ-
ing Equal Opportunity 
Laws.
Bidding documents 
which include Project 
Manual and Project 
Plans will be on file 
and may be obtained 
by bidders on Novem-
ber 3, 2023, after 12:00 
p.m., for electronic 
distribution through 
BHFX Planroom web-
site:  http://www.bh-
fxplanroom.com.  All 
communication should 
be directed to Shaun 
Kelly, Engberg Ander-
son, 8618 W. Catalpa 
Avenue, Chicago, IL 
60656. (PH: 312-846-
7646; EM: shaunk@
e n g b e r g a n d e r s o n .
com).  Hard copies are 
also available and all 
costs associated with 
printing will be borne 
by the bidding contrac-
tor or vendor.
No. 1106
(Nov. 5, 2023)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies that 
do business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn Care 
and Tree Work. Mowing, 
bushes, spring clean 
up, weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

203  203  
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

81 Year old Man and 
his 54 year old daughter 
need some help on a 
small farm, live in. 779-
251-0161. Please send 
resumes to PO Box 46, 
Drawer 2, Rochelle, IL 
61068. 

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023
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* Offer expires December 31, 2023

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com

Start or Renew a 52-Week 
News-Leader 

Subscription for just 

$13999*
and receive a Rotary 

Cash Calendar 

FREE!
(a $159.99  total value!)

GET TWO GREAT GIFTS 

IN ONE BUY!

SUNDAY

57 38
HIGH

New K9 team at 

Sheriff’s Office

Sheriff’s Deputy Kyle 

White and K9 Gator are 

the new team at the 

County Sheriff’s Office. 

Page 7

WEATHER

LOW

LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                   
        SUNDAY, OCT. 22, 2023                       

          $1.25

WEEKEND EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

Volleyball team 

celebrates 

Senior Night 

                   SEE SPORTS

Seaworth 

family serving 

with LSRFPD 

                      PAGE 2

MONDAY

59 41
HIGH LOW

TUESDAY

71 49
HIGH LOW

WEDNESDAY

62 57
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issue

sponsored by 

Community 

Unity
member:

Vol. 103 • No. 51

615 Lincoln Highway

815-562-1404

• ARNOLD BOUDREAU

• HERBERT JOSEPH 

SONDGEROTH

                         
See page 4

• MENARDS 
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KNOW IT 

TODAY

Today’s RNL issue

sponsored by 

Community 

Unity
member:

2203 E. Flagg Road

815-562-9800

10
22

20
23

Is your plumbing scary?
Is your plumbing scary?  

Don’t worry, we’ve got all the tricks!
Don’t worry, we’ve got all the tricks!

621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8784

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — At its 

monthly meeting Tuesday, 

the Ogle County Board 

heard a presentation from 

Rochelle Mayor John Be-

arrows, who talked about 

the relationship between 

the city and the county 

and presented Rochelle’s 

$50,000 contribution to 

the Ogle County Econom-

ic Development Corpora-

tion to Board Vice-Chair-

woman Pat Nordman.

The OCEDC was offi-

cially established recently 

representing all of Ogle 

County, its communities, 

employers and citizens. 

The OCEDC’s vision 

statement is “Ogle Coun-

ty, Illinois: An economic 

destination for growth 

and prosperity.” Since 

2019, more than a dozen 

communities, utility com-

panies, state and regional 

economic agencies have 

come together to make the 

OCEDC a reality.

The OCEDC is made 

up of various officials 

from municipalities and 

the county. New officers 

elected at the July 20 meet-

ing are Randy Schoon 

- president (Polo), Darin 

DeHaan - vice president 

(Oregon), Paula Diehl - 

secretary (Mt. Morris) and 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

MALTA — On Tues-

day, an open house and 

ribbon cutting were held 

for Kishwaukee College’s 

new welding lab on cam-

pus. 
The event included a 

welcome by Kish Col-

lege President Dr. Laurie 

Borowicz and remarks by 

College Board of Trustees 

President Bob Johnson, 

Dean of Office of In-

struction Chase Budziak, 

Enbridge Community 

Ambassador Jerry Smith 

and Kish Welding Pro-

gram Student Donovan 

James. 
Borowicz said that 

welding has been a staple 

of the college’s offerings 

for a long time, but it was 

previously done in “a very 

small space.”
“This new space is an 

example of how a college 

evolves,” Borowicz said. 

“And how when the needs 

change, we change. We 

used to have auto collision 

in here, and the industry 

changed. We no longer 

needed this space and it 

turned out to be the perfect 

opportunity to expand a 

Bearrows presents at County Board meeting

Engineering agreement for Lake Mistake study approved

At its monthly meeting, the Ogle County Board heard a presentation from Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows, who 

talked about the relationship between the city and the county and presented Rochelle’s $50,000 contribution 

to the Ogle County Economic Development Corporation to Board Vice-Chairwoman Pat Nordman.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

John Rickard - treasurer 

(Byron). Each officer rep-

resents a community that 

has pledged startup funds 

for the new organization. 

Ogle County has pledged 

funds as well.
“Last week, our city 

council voted unanimous-

ly to contribute to the 

OCEDC,” Bearrows said. 

“We’re extremely pleased 

to contribute. Because we 

feel very strongly that the 

entire county is our region. 

As mayor, I know I speak 

for the entire city council 

when I say Rochelle is 

very proud to be a part 

of that endeavor. The 

economic development 

success we’ve seen in 

Rochelle in the past years 

has been amazing to say 

the least. When one of us 

benefits, the whole county 

does.”
Rochelle is the only 

city in the county with its 

own dedicated economic 

development department.

Bearrows said he hopes 

to continue the relation-

ship between the city and 

county in the future. The 

county recently contrib-

uted $50,000 in federal 

American Rescue Plan 

Act funds to the city’s fire 

training facility project 

which it recently broke 

ground on. 

See COUNTY page 8

Ribbon cutting held for Kishwaukee College welding lab

President Borowicz: ‘This space is an example of how a college evolves’

On Tuesday, an open house and ribbon cutting were held for Kishwaukee College’s new welding lab on 

campus. The event included a welcome by Kish College President Dr. Laurie Borowicz and remarks by College 

Board of Trustees President Bob Johnson, Dean of Office of Instruction Chase Budziak, Enbridge Community 

Ambassador Jerry Smith and Kish Welding Program Student Donovan James. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

program that could use 

expansion like welding. 

It’s a need for our com-

munity and businesses.”

Welding is one of 

Kish’s career & technical 

education program offer-

ings. Johnson said the new 

welding lab project took 

“quite a while” due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic and 

supply chain problems. 

The new lab is four times 

larger than the previous 

lab. 
“We have room to 

grow,” Johnson said. 

“Well-trained welders are 

needed by many employ-

ers in our area. Thanks to 

all of the companies that 

have provided employ-

ment for our graduates. 

Thank you for joining us 

today and spread the word 

that Kish can now train 

more and better welders.”

Budziak thanked the 

board of trustees, Boro-

wicz and the “countless 

people” that worked on 

the new welding lab proj-

ect. The project has been 

going on for two years. 

Enbridge is an inter-

national energy compa-

ny that has a crude oil 

pipeline in the region 

that runs from Superior, 

Wisconsin down through 

Boone, DeKalb and La-

Salle counties. Enbridge 

reached out to Kish during 

pipeline work and do-

nated pipe to its welding 

program. 

See KISH page 8

You can’t You can’t 
beat this beat this 
holiday holiday 

gift deal!gift deal!
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Your Local Resource For Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles
Majeski Motors

All prices plus tax, title, license and fees

815-562-9000 | 1010 S. 7th St., Rochelle, IL

Call  

or Stop In 

Today

Stock # 11937

2009 Lexus GX470
* CAPABLE 4X4 *

Stock # 11960A

2015 Dodge Dart SXT
* FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR ALL 

SITUATIONS *

Stock # 11848

2015 Kia Soul
* PRICED TO SELL *

Stock # 10302B

2017 Chevy Equinox LT
* ONLY 65K MILES *

Stock # 11978

2018 Jeep Renegade Sport
* 4X4 *

$8,995 $12,995

$4,995 $16,276

$16,995 $16,995 Stock # 11924A

2017 GMC Terrain SLE-1


