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A Tribute to the fallen of World War I
Editor’s note: The Am-

boy News will be publish-
ing a series of articles on 
Lee County veterans who 
served during World War 
I. These heroes are part of 
Amboy’s history and it is 
our honor to publish these 
articles so you can learn 
about their service to our 
country. This article was 
researched by Jack Mead 
and Tom Dempsey, and 
written by Dempsey.

Pvt. Lonnie  
Alsman

Co. M, 329th Infantry 
Regiment, 83rd Division

Never before had man-
kind fought a war with 
millions of soldiers trav-

elling from every part of 
the globe to the battle-
grounds of Europe. The 
Central Powers (Germany, 
Austria-Hungary, Bul-
garia, and the Ottoman 
Empire) fought against the 
Allied Powers (Great Brit-

ain, France, Russia, Italy, 
Romania, Japan, Canada, 
and the United States) from 
1914-1918. At the heart of 
this war was the question of 
whether nations would be 
ruled by kings or by laws 
established by free people. 

The citizens of Lee County, 
Iwould help to answer that 
question during 1917-18.

Lonnie Alsman was 
born in Danville, Ky., on 
May 20, 1892. 

See Alsman page A2

Happy Veterans Day from all levels of Amboy students
Students from Amboy High School, Amboy Junior High, and Amboy Central School came together at the AHS gymnasium to honor those who fought for the 
United States of America during a Veterans Day celebration on Friday, Nov. 10. Younger students waived flags, students from kindergarten to eighth grade 
spoke on what Veterans Day means to them, and the Amboy American Legion led the flag services. Amboy News/Brandon LaChance

LEE COUNTY — 
On Tuesday, Nov. 7, 
at 1:21 p.m., the Lee 
County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice responded to a per-
sonal injury accident 
in the area of Sterling 
R o a d  a n d  F r a n k l i n 
Road in rural Amboy 
for a male subject on a 
bicycle that was struck 

by a dump truck. The 
bicyclist was identified 
as Evan Powers, 18, of 
Lee Center.  Powers 
w a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  b y 
helicopter to Javon Bea 
Hospital to be treated 
f o r  n o n - l i f e - t h r e a t -
ening in jur ies .  This 
incident is still under 
investigation and there 

are currently no further 
details. 

T h e  L e e  C o u n t y 
Sheriff ’s Office was 
assisted at the scene 
by the Amboy Fire De-
partment, the Amboy 
P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t , 
the Sublette Fire De-
partment, and REACT 
Helicopter.

Male struck by dump truck in rural Amboy; 
suffered non-life-threatening injuries

In an attempt to give the public 
awareness that a fire or EMS call 
is taking place, the Amboy Fire 
Department is going to sound 
the siren at the fire station after 
each call.

The siren procedure will hap-
pen from 7:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m. 
starting Wednesday, Nov. 15.

Every time a call is placed 
during the 12-hour range each 
day; the siren will be sounded. 

Public Service Announcement
from Amboy Fire Department
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blachance@mendotareporter.

com

Later in his youth he 
moved to Lee County 
residing near Lee Center. 
After the United States de-
clared war on Germany in 
the spring of 1917, Lonnie 
registered for the first sched-
uled military draft on June 
5 at age 25. He continued 
working as a farm hand 
near Lee Center until he 
was called to the Army at 
Camp Gordon, Georgia in 
May of 1918.

 Assigned to a replace-
ment infantry regiment, he 
left New York Harbor on 
July 21 aboard the transport 
ship Anchises bound for the 
battlefields of France, later 
joining the 329th Infantry 
Regiment, 83rd Division. 
His regiment was bound for 
the Argonne Forest and saw 
fierce fighting against mech-
anized warfare, including 
machine guns, heavy artil-
lery, and poison gas attacks. 
To add to the misery of war, 
soldiers on both sides were 
victims of the worldwide flu 

pandemic that took millions 
of lives in 1918.

On Sept. 28, 1918, Pri-
vate Alsman became ill and 
was transferred to an army 
hospital near Paris where 
he died of the flu on Oct. 
2. Buried with honors at 
the Oisne-Aisne American 
Cemetery in France, Lon-
nie is remembered as a Lee 
County hero who gave his 
life in “the war to end all 
wars.”

NOTE: If you know of 
other Lee County Soldiers 
who died in service during 
World War I, we urge you 
to share that information to 
demps60@gmail.com so 
that those soldiers may be 
honored and remembered.  

Sources: “War History of 
Lee County Illinois, 1917-
1919”, Dixon American 
Legion Post 12, 1919.

Soldiers of the Great 
War, Volume I.

U.S. Veterans Admin-
istration Master Index, 
1917-1914.

Brian Florschuetz

344 US Rt. 52, Sublette, IL
815-849-9090

Email: sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com

Collision? Hail? 
Critters?

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

Professional auto body services 
at affordable prices

Quality. Convenience. Reliability.

Our goal is your satisfaction. 10262016

Heating

Where quality & customer  
service come together

11062023

Installation | Maintenance
Free Estimates | 24/7

Get your furnace 
Get your furnace inspected for winter!

inspected for winter!

Jorge Mandujano • Licensed & InsuredJorge Mandujano • Licensed & Insured

309-472-4924 | 815-503-9473
Email: onestophvac0@gmail.com

Air Conditioning

Serving Mendota and the surrounding areas!Serving Mendota and the surrounding areas!

AMBOY — Lexi Ketchum, daughter of Tanya 
Ketchum and Danny Ketchum, has been named The 
First National Bank in Amboy Student of the Month 
for November.

GPA: 3.9
Memberships and Involvement: Volleyball, 

track, Cross Country, Leos Club
Awards and Honors: Rodney Lindenmeyer 

award in track, Sauk Valley Media Honorable Men-
tion in volleyball, IHSA Add A. Tude award, Amboy 
Clipper Volleyball award, academic all conference, 
and highest honors. 

Best Memories of AHS: “Participating in all of 
the Homecoming events with my classmates.”

Future Plans: “I plan to attend a four year uni-
versity to pursue a degree in interior design.” 

The First National Bank in Amboy Student of 
the Month is chosen by Amboy High School faculty 
and a scholarship is awarded by The First National 
Bank in Amboy.

November Student of the Month: Lexi Ketchum Alsman continued from page A1
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Serving the Heart of Lee County Since 1854
Tonja Greenfield, Publisher
Brandon LaChance, Editor

Published weekly on Wednesday by The Amboy News,
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Phone: 815-857-2311         
Periodicals postage paid at Amboy, IL

Publication Number USPS 016820
POSTMASTER: Send address change to:
The Amboy News, PO Box 162, Amboy IL 

61310
Subscriptions: $59.00 yearly in Lee,  

LaSalle and Bureau counties. 
$69.00 yearly elsewhere in the United States.

Display Advertising Deadline: 
noon Fridays

Classified Advertising Deadline: 
noon Fridays

All Editorial Deadline: noon Friday12/7
Large donations please contact the fire department at 815-857-2325 to arrange pickup.

Weekdays - $25
Sundays - $100

Christmas - $5,000
New Year’s - $500

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Countdown to Christmas Raffle

Drawings begin Dec. 3, 2023 and 
run thru Jan. 1, 2024
Tickets are $25 each

Winning Prizes:

Winners will 
be notified 

when drawn.
Tickets can 

be purchased 
at the office 
on 32 North 

Jones Avenue 
in the parish 

office.

11082023

All Proceeds go toward Saving the Steeples

08
02

20
23

Bonita Willis 
Managing Broker
815-849-5476

66 W. Wasson Rd. Unit 265, 
Amboy
$65,000

Don’t miss this wonderfully unique opportunity 
to own a huge manufactured home in a newly 
managed park, that is making continual 
improvements for it’s members. The 2200 sq. 
ft., 1998 Four Seasons home has 3 very large 
bedrooms, 2 1/2 bathrooms, many updates and 
comes FULLY FURNISHED. You will have 3 
great bedroom sets, including king sized beds, 
a dinette, couch, loveseat, recliners, over $3, 
000 worth of thermal draperies & more. The 
appliances stay of course too. The washer & 
dryer are both Whirlpool Cabrios and are only 
5 yrs. old. There is also an upright freezer & brand new Blackstone grill & 2 patio sets included. 
The furnace and AC were newly installed in ‘21 & both are Carrier units. All of this sits on an 
oversized(double) lot with open farm field to the rear - for a single lot rent. This could be the perfect 
option for so many different scenarios - first home, starting over, downsizing from a lg. 2 story home. 
Be sure to schedule a showing to see how perfectly this property will fit into your lifestyle.

Any type of property 
- any time of year 

(815)849-5476

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

Experience, commitment 
and knowledge of the most 
up-to-date products makes 

Lisa and the whole  
Leffelman & Associates team 

the best choice for all your 
insurance needs. Lisa has 
been on the Farm Agents 
Council (FAC) board for 
four years and currently 

serves as Vice-Chair.  The 
Farm Agents Council is a 

division of the Independent 
Insurance Agents of Illinois 
and works to promote the 

common interests of  
independent farm insurance 
agents throughout Illinois. 

Give us a call today!

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

11
17

20
21

Lisa Quest

After school program 
If you have a third grader or above, they may be able 

to attend. They will ride the bus, have a meal, a fun place 
to play, and of course complete homework. Applications 
are in our hallway, which is open 24/7days a week.  

Volunteers
We welcome all volunteers for our afterschool pro-

gram, which runs normally Monday through Thursday 
from 3:15 to 5 p.m. Volunteers help serve lunch, su-
pervise kids, and help with various homework tasks. 
If interested, please call us at 815-857-4800. You can 
volunteer whatever time you have. We even have volun-
teers come in the morning to help with other prep tasks.  

FREE Thanksgiving Community Event
This Saturday, Nov. 18, music will begin at noon and 

dinner will follow at 1 p.m., at the Teen Turf Building, 
Boehle Youth Center, 235 West Main, in Amboy. All 
are welcome to attend, sorry no carry outs. Come for 
food and comradery. If you would like to help with a 
dish or a dessert, please call us at 815-857-4800. We 
can’t wait to see you.

Thank You’s
We are always grateful to those that help us in our 

endeavor to help the community: Judy and Tom Sharkey 
for the fans; Bugs Bunny for the food; Patricia Hood and 
Colleen Ryan for kitchen items; Anonymous donation 
of Christmas lights; Donna Wellman for the cookies; 
Martha Henley for the cookies; Barb and George Spa-
taro for the Fall items; Candy Robinson for the Bingo 
prizes for kids; Diane Stewart for the artificial flowers; 
Kathy Gardner and Candy Robinson for the pizza for 
early out; Lois Ford for the containers and Tammy Strub 
for delivering them; Amboy Police Department for the 
snacks; Mary Graff for the water; Mary Erlandson for 
the jackets; Alice and Leroy Dukes for the food and 
candy; Theresa Wilson for the apples and Don and 
Kathy Bonnell for the fruit.  

Donation Drop off
We kindly ask not to drop items outside, please bring 

them in our 24/7 hallway.  
Needs 

Dishes or Desserts to pass for Thanksgiving Event 
this Saturday.

Final Note
Majesty on high, may Your love and compassion 

flow through us and to those around us. Give us pity 
and concern for their misfortunes and suffering. Give 
us the compassion and empathy we need to understand 
what those in our community are going through. Help 
us to love them well. Help us not to judge or condemn, 
but rather come alongside them to offer support and to 
be Your hands and feet. Amen.

DIXON-The Lee 
County Health Depart-
ment will have Immu-
nization Clinics for 
Children and Adults by 
appointment only. Call 
815-284-3371 to make 
an appointment or for 
information on other ser-
vices available. You may 
also visit the website at 
www.lchd.com for a list 
of services available.

AMBOY- You are in-
vited to join fellow senior 
citizens for a free exercise 
program. The program has 
moved from The Amboy 
Sports Park to indoors 
at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, 960 US Highway 
52, Amboy. Sessions are 
held Tuesdays and Thurs-
days at 10 a.m. Chairs are 
provided for an approxi-
mate 30-minute workout. 
For more information, call 
Chris at 815-857-3963. 

AMBOY- The 
Pankhurst Memorial Li-
brary will hold its Crochet 
Club on Wednesday, Nov. 
15, from 5:30 – 6:15 p.m.

MENDOTA- OSF 
HealthCare Saint Paul 
Medical Center will host 
a community blood drive 
with ImpactLife Blood 
Center on Friday, Nov. 
17, from noon – 5 p.m. in 
conference room C. Im-
pactLife is the provider of 
blood and blood compo-
nents to OSF Saint Paul 
and many other commu-
nities in our region. To 
schedule an appointment 
for donation, call 800-
747-5401 or schedule 
online at www.bloodcen-
ter.org, or via the Blood 
Center’s mobile app.

DIXON- A fundraiser 
is planned for the Lee 
County Honor Flight 
on Saturday, Nov. 18, 
from 4 – 7 p.m., at the 
Dixon VFW. Join them 
for a night out and enjoy 
a baked potato with all 
the fixin’s with several 
choices of soup including 
chili, broccoli cheese, 
chicken noodle and pota-
to. A good will donation 
will be accepted. Pro-
ceeds will help fund area 
Veterans going on the 
next Honor Flight trip to 
Washington, D.C. Music 
by Les Wilson, Les Floto 
and Jeff Kromer will 
start at 4:30 p.m.

AMBOY- The 
Pankhurst Memorial 

Library will hold its 
School Age program on 
Saturday, Nov. 18, from 
10 – 10:45 a.m.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
American Legion will 
meet on Monday, Nov. 
20, at 6 p.m., at the Old 
NAPA Building, 399 N 
Metcalf, Amboy.

AMBOY- The 
Pankhurst Memorial Li-
brary will hold its Book 
Club on Monday, Nov. 
20, from 5 – 6 p.m.

AMBOY-The City 
of Amboy Council will 
meet at 6 p.m. on Mon-
day, Nov. 20, at the Com-
munity Center, 280 W. 
Wasson Rd.

AMBOY- The 
Pankhurst Memorial Li-
brary will hold its Mom-
my and Me program on 
Tuesday, Nov. 21, from 
10-10:45 a.m.

AMBOY- The 
Pankhurst Memorial 
Library will be closed in 
honor of Thanksgiving 
on Thursday, Nov. 23 
and Friday, Nov. 24.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Lions Club will meet at 
6 p.m. at the Community 
Center, 280 W. Wasson 
Rd., on Monday, Nov. 
27. Anyone interested in 
joining or wants more 
information on the Lions 
Club is invited to attend.

AMBOY- The 
Pankhurst Memorial Li-
brary will hold for adults 
its Diamond Painting 
Club program on Mon-
day, Nov. 27, from 4 - 6 
p.m.

AMBOY- The 
Pankhurst Memorial Li-
brary will hold its Mom-
my and Me program on 
Tuesday, Nov. 28, from 
10-10:45 a.m.

DIXON- The Amer-
ican Red Cross will 
hold a Blood Drive 
from 12:30 – 5:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Nov. 29, at 
Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 506 West Third, 
Dixon. Call the Red 
Cross at 800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment 
to donate. Download the 
Blood Donor App.

AMBOY- The 
Pankhurst Memorial 

Library will hold its Cro-
chet Club on Wednesday, 
Nov. 29, from 5:30 – 
6:15 p.m.

FRANKLIN 
GROVE- Wouldn’t it be 
terrific for all ages to learn 
more about gardening? 
The Lee County Master 
Gardeners have started 
their gardening series 
again, “ Big and Small 
Gardening.”  This series 

will be held at the Winfred 
Knox Library in Franklin 
Grove the first Tuesday of 
each month, with alter-
nating months offering a 
youth program at 4 p.m. or 
an adult program at 6 p.m.. 
Join the Master Gardeners 
for an adult lesson on Dec. 
5 to learn all about home-
made ice cream. One may 
register for these programs 
by calling the library at 
815-456-2823.

BLOOMINGTON — 
Four more individuals are 
getting the support they 
need to enroll in truck 
driver training classes 
thanks to the Driving Ag-
riculture Forward Schol-
arship program, funded by 
Illinois Farm Bureau and 
administered by the IAA 
Foundation. In 2023, each 
scholarship is generously 
being doubled thanks to 
support from the Illinois 
Soybean Association.

The charitable arm 
of the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau, the IAA Foundation, 
is awarding $40,000 in 
scholarships this year to 
offset the cost of commer-
cial truck driver training 
and ensure more well-
trained, safe drivers are 
available.

The third group of re-
cipients being awarded a 
$2,000 scholarship each 
includes Boden Flowers 
of Greene County, Emit 
Jansen of Clinton County, 
Brandon Roth of Macoupin 
County, and Trey Scheide-
gger of Lee County.

“It is a pleasure to in-
vest in individuals who 
keep agriculture products 
moving and who represent 

the strength and diversity 
of our industry,” said 
Jennifer Smith, Devel-
opment Manager, IAA 
Foundation.

Scholarship applica-
tions are available year-
round with consideration 
deadlines occurring quar-
terly. The next application 
deadline is December 31, 
which correlates to drivers 
who intend to enroll in a 
commercial driver training 
program at an Illinois com-
munity college between 
January 1 and March 31, 
2024.

Up to five scholarships 
are awarded every three 
months and are based on 
the Illinois Farm Bureau 
region where the applicant 
resides.

All applicants must be 
Illinois residents and pro-
vide proof of enrollment 
during their corresponding 
award cycle. An endorse-
ment from a farmer, County 
Farm Bureau leader, agri-
business, or food process 
business is required.

Eligibility guidelines 
and applications are avail-
able through the IAA Foun-
dation website at www.
iaafoundation.org.

IAA Foundation announces driving 
agriculture forward scholarship recipients
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Robert R. Keller
Nov. 8 2023, at 90

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Monday - Thursday Daily Mass 8 am

Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7 am & 10:30 am
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 4-6 pm with Confessions and  

Mass at 6 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 8:30 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Kyle Kelly

500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
449 Reuter Road, 

Amboy, IL
Phone 815-440-5321

½ Mile East of Route 26 at Union Rd
Sun., 9:00 am, Morning Worship
Youth Church, Ages 3 – Grade 4

10:15 am Sunday School, Age 3 – Adult
Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

 St. Mary’s Church – West Brooklyn
Rev. Randy Fronek

Mass - Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Saturday – 5:30 p.m.

 St. Patrick Church - Maytown
Rev. Randy Fronek
Mass – Friday - 8 a.m.

Sunday - 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Interim Minister Douglas Wood S.A.M.

960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225
960 U.S. Route 52

Phone: 815-857-2225
Sunday Worship - 9:00 a.m. - 

Fellowship - 10:00 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. — Janet Caro-
lyn Lehman (nee Lynch) 
of Murfreesboro, Tenn., 
passed away peacefully on 
Nov. 4, 2023, surrounded 
by family. 

Jan was born on Jan. 
2, 1949, to Marilyn and 
Joseph Lynch. 

She is survived by her 
sons, Robert (Rachel) Leh-
man of San Antonio, Texas 
and Daniel (Tara) Lehman, 
of Murfreesboro, Tenn.; 
grandchildren, Jack and 
Averie; her mother, Mari-
lyn Lynch; siblings, Thom-
as Lynch, Pamela (Bil) 
Papp, LuAnn (Dwayne) 
Gab, and Timothy (Tam-
my) Lynch; sister-in-law 
Dee Lynch; Goddaughter, 
Erin Papp-Monzon; and 
several nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces, grandneph-
ews, uncles, and cousins. 

She was preceded in 
death by her father, Joseph 
Lynch, and brother, Terry 
Lynch.

Janet graduated Summa 

Cum Laude from Wright 
State University with her 
Bachelor of Science and 
Education. She received 
her Masters of Arts in 
Teaching from Aurora 
University. Jan taught at 
Somonauk High School 
for over 25 years. History, 
Literature and English 
were her passions at So-
monauk. To Jan, teaching 
was more than textbooks 
and exams, it was being 
able to share her pas-
sion through her stories, 
Shakespearean plays, and 
historical trips abroad that 
made learning fun for her 
students. During her career 
at Somonauk, Jan became 
head of the English Depart-
ment, and spent endless 
hours as Yearbook Advi-
sor and National Honor 
Society Faculty Council 
member.

After retirement, Jan 
enjoyed developing com-
munity plays, playing 
bocce ball, swimming, 
traveling to historical 

sites with friends, and 
numerous family trips to 
Washington D.C., Disney, 
and the ocean.

A visitation will be held 
at Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home, Amboy, on Satur-
day Nov. 18, 2023, from 10 
– 11 a.m., with a memorial 
service to follow. Jan will 
be laid to rest at St. Pat-
rick’s Cemetery, Amboy. 
Donations in Jan’s mem-
ory may be made to Save 
the Steeple, St. Patrick’s 
Church, 32 N. Jones St, 
Amboy, Il. 61310.  Online 
condolences can be left at 
www.thejonesfh.com.

EAST PEORIA — 
Mary Frances McLaughlin, 
70, of East Peoria, passed 
away peacefully on Sunday, 
Nov. 5, 2023.  

She was born March 
9, 1953, in Mendota, the 
daughter of Robert and 
Eleanor (Friel) McLaugh-
lin. After graduating from 
Amboy High School, Mary 

attended St. Francis School 
of Nursing in Peoria where 
she earned her Registered 
Nurse certificate. In later 
years she earned her Nurse 
Practitioner certificate. Mary 
was a registered nurse at St 
Francis Hospital in Peoria for 
the first half of her career. The 
rest of her career as an RN was 
spent working at Methodist 
Hospital in Peoria.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; two brothers, 
William “Bill” and Donald; 
and one sister, Kathryn Ann 
(died in infancy).

Mary is survived by three 
brothers, Charlie McLaugh-
lin, of Rockford, Tom (Kathy) 
McLaughlin, of Mapleton, 

Gerald (Linda) McLaughlin, 
of Ottawa; and two nephews, 
Ryan (Liz) McLaughlin 
and Mike (Janis Campbell) 
McLaughlin. Mike and Janis 
are the parents of Ellie and 
Emma, Mary’s great-nieces.

Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held at 11 a.m., on 
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023, at 
St. Patrick Catholic Church 
at in Maytown. Burial of Cre-
mains will follow at St. Pat-
rick Cemetery in Maytown.  
Visitation will be one hour 
before mass at the church.  

Arrangements by the 
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 
in Amboy.  

Online condolences can be 
left at www.thejonesfh.com.

LOMBARD — Robert 
(Bob) R. Keller, 90, died 
Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2023, 
at Lombard Place Assisted 
Living, Lombard.  

Bob was preceded in 
death by wife, Patricia; his 
parents; adoptive father, 
Charles; and siblings, 
Melvin Jr., Jim, and Betty. 

Born in La Crosse, 
Wis., to Melvin and Olga 
Reeck Sr., Bob and fam-
ily lived above Melvin’s 
auto shop in Wilton, Wis., 
until tragedy took his 
brother then father in 
1936. “Bobbie” started 
school at age 4 in Wilton’s 
one-room-schoolhouse, 
attended Lane Technical 
High School in Chicago 
and worked as a mechan-
ic at Humphry Chevy in 
Evanston. He joined the 
army in 1953 (Korean 
War) as a tank mechanic; 
later attended Northern 
Illinois University, where 

he met future wife, Pat.  
Bob taught and was vice 
principle in Chicago-area 
schools before moving to 
Amboy, in 1972.  Initially 
Junior High principle, Bob 
taught seventh and eighth 
grade math to several 
generations. An Immanuel 
Lutheran Church member, 
great math teacher, and one 
tough-cookie, Bob was a 
loving father who attended 
every one of his childrens’ 
extracurricular events and 
would do anything to keep 
family safe and fed.  

Thank you, friends, 
family, and community 
members for praying for 
and supporting Bob in 
so many ways the past 
several years. 

Bob is survived by 
children, Ann, Susan, and 
Paul; brother, Charles; and 
grandchildren Kayley, 
Alexander, Christopher, 
Torin, Amara and Myka. 

Visitation will be held 
from 5 – 8 p.m., on Thurs-
day, Nov. 16, at the Mihm-
Jones Funeral Home, 
Amboy. Funeral service 
will be held at 10:30 a.m., 
on Friday, Nov. 17, at 
the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Amboy. Burial 
will be held at 2 p.m., on 
Saturday, Nov. 18, at St. 
Paul Lutheran Cemetery, 
Wilton, Wis.

In lieu of flowers, 
please donate to the Alz-
heimer’s Association (alz.
org).

Janet Carolyn Lehman
Jan. 2, 1949 - Nov. 4, 2023

Mary Frances McLaughlin
March 9, 1953 - Nov. 5, 2023

Charles William Grobe   
Dec. 12, 1945 - Nov. 10, 2023

FRANKLIN GROVE — 
Charles William Grobe, Sr., 
77, of Franklin Grove, passed 
away Friday, Nov. 10, 2023, 
at Oregon Living and Reha-
bilitation Center, Oregon. 

He was a truck driver for 
ADM for many years prior 
to his retirement.

Charles was born, Dec. 15, 
1945, in Dixon, the son of 
Charles Maurice and Jennie (Glover) 
Grobe. He married Joyce L. Stallings 
on March 20, 1966. She preceded him 
in death on Nov. 22, 1996.  

Charles married Diane Grobe on 
Aug. 20, 2000, in Nachusa. Charles 
was a past member of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Nachusa, the Franklin Grove 
American Legion Post 497, and the 
Dixon Moose Lodge. He served in the 
United States Air Force.

Charles is survived by his wife, 
Diane Grobe, of Franklin Grove; 
three sons, Charles (Beth) Grobe, Jr., 
Benjamin (Heather) Grobe, William 
(Melanie) Grobe; two daughters, 

Patricia (Richard) Kohn, 
Elizabeth (Daniel) Platt; one 
step-son, Kevin M. Wiegand; 
18 grandchildren; and 5 
great-grandchildren.

Charles was preceded in 
death by parents; one grand-
daughter, Madelyn Grobe; 
one brother, Maurice Eugene 
Grobe; step daughter, Kari 
Cooper; and one step son, Keith 

David Wiegand.
A memorial visitation will be 10 

a.m. until time of memorial service at 
11 a.m., on Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, at 
Preston-Schilling Funeral Home, Dix-
on, with Pastor Jack Briggs, officiating. 
Burial with full military honors will 
follow at Oakwood Cemetery in Dixon. 
Cremation rites have been accorded.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial has 
been established.

Arrangements were completed by 
Preston-Schilling Funeral Home in 
Dixon.

Condolences may be sent to www.
prestonschilling.com.
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SOCIAL NEWS

Past Lives
As I was reading “The Postcard” by French au-

thor Anne Berest, I was reminded of the great 1972 
documentary, “The Sorrow and the Pity,” by Marcel 
Ophuls. The film derived its power not from the bat-
tlefield, but from talks with ordinary people in both 
France and Germany. In the process, it destroyed the 
myth of French resistance to the Nazi occupation.  
After all, it was the French police that rounded up 
the Jews and it was the French who ran their own 
camps before their Jews were shipped east to their 
death. “The Postcard” has that same undertone of an 
omnipresent fear and anxiety. And it too focusses on 
an ordinary family.

“The Postcard” is a very well written and equally 
well translated autobiographical novel of four gen-
erations of Jewish women. It is the story of Berest’s 
family, but she called it a novel because she included 
dialogue and because she changed the names of the 
collaborators out of concern for their descendants. The 
story opens in 2003 on a snowy January morning in a 
Parisian suburb: “My mother lit her first lung-charring 
cigarette of the morning, the one she enjoyed most, and 
stepped outside to admire the whiteness blanketing 
the entire neighborhood.” Berest’s mother, Lélia, a 
college professor of structural linguistics, finds an 
anonymous old postcard amid the morning mail. 

The postcard is a picture of the Opéra Garnier in 
Paris and on the other side, written in an odd script, 
are the names Ephraim, Emma, Noémie, and Jacques. 
These are the names of Lelia’s grandfather Ephraim 
Rabinovitch, his wife, Emma and two of their three 
children. They were deported in 1942 from France 
to Auschwitz, where they were murdered. Myriam, 
the oldest daughter and Lelia’s mother, escaped when 
Ephraim told her to hide in the garden when the police 
came for Noémie and Jacques. 

The postcard is put aside, but fifteen years later, 
Berest becomes obsessed with finding its sender. 
Her mother Lelia, who had researched the family 
history for years, tells her of the shifting fortunes 
and repeated escapes of the Rabinovitch family from 
Moscow in 1919 to Latvia, then across Eastern Europe 
to the Black Sea and on to Palestine, where Ephraim 
nearly died in the desert heat. In 1929 they leave for 
France, to a farm in Les Forges, their final homeland.

Myriam, having escaped the police in a harrow-
ing bicycle ride to Paris, is smuggled out of Vichy 
France by her husband Vicente’s mother and sister. 
She and Vicente end up “living in the wild” in a 
simple hilltop cabin in Provence. When he is jailed, 
she becomes active in the resistance. At war’s end, 
when the surviving deportees appear in Paris, the 
radio announcing the daily survivors list calls them 
“the living dead.” For weeks, Myriam searches for 
her family in vain.

DIXON – A fundraiser is planned for the Lee County 
Honor Flight on Saturday, Nov. 18, from 4 – 7 p.m., at 
the Dixon VFW. 

Join them for a night out and enjoy a baked potato 
with all the fixin’s with several choices of soup includ-

ing chili, broccoli cheese, chicken noodle and potato. 
A good will donation will be accepted. Music by Les 
Wilson, Les Floto and Jeff Kromer will start at 4:30 p.m.

Proceeds will help fund area Veterans going on the 
next Honor Flight trip to Washington, D.C. 

AMBOY CUSD 272 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 

Monday, November 20 and Tuesday, November 21 
Conferences at Central School are on a scheduled basis only in-person (with 
classroom teachers) for both days: Monday, November 20, 12:00-8:00 p.m. 
and Tuesday, November 21, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Special teachers (Music & PE) 
will be available, as well. First Quarter Report Cards were sent home with each 
child on Fri. Oct. 20, 2023. Please contact your child’s teacher to arrange a time. 
Junior High will conduct in-person conferences by individual teachers: 
Monday, November 20 from 12:00-4:30 p.m. & 5:00-8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, 
November 21 from 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Teachers will be located in their 
classrooms for parents to meet with individually. Please contact the junior high 
office with any questions.  

High School will conduct in-person conferences: 
Monday, November 20, 12:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. & 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, 
November 21, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  
Teachers will be located in their classrooms. Please contact the high school 
office with any questions. Report cards that are not picked up will be mailed 
out on Monday, November 27.www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
11132023

125 W Pleasant St., 
Amboy 

$129,900
This well taken care of home is 
ready for you to move in. Located 
on two lots in town. Features 
include an eat in kitchen with 
appliances, large living room for 
entertaining, 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, 
laundry room, side porch with 
dura built roof for entertaining, 
clothesline, shed and two car 
detached garage. Nice drive for 
parking. You will not want to miss 
out on this one! Call today for a 
showing!

NEW LISTING

Local Remodeling  
& Home Repair

Call us for a free estimate for all your  
general contracting needs 

815-780-0259 | Craftworkscustomhomes@yahoo.com

Craftworks Custom 
Homes

• Roofing
• Siding

• Decks
• Additions

Dan Truckenbrod

02152023

Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road

11
15

20
23

A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
Nov. 20 - 24

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

Monday – Baked chicken breast, mashed potato/gravy, steamed peas, 
wgr dinner roll, strawberry applesauce
Tuesday – Meatloaf, cheesy potatoes, California blend veggies, wgr 
wheat bread-1, diced pears
Wednesday – Baked pork chop, baby red potatoes, green beans, wgr 
dinner roll, cherry crisp
Thursday – Closed - Thanksgiving
Friday – Closed

Call 800-779-1189 to make  
reservations 24 hours in advance

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:30 am

Lee County Honor Flight having 
fundraiser Nov. 18 at Dixon VFW

ROCKFORD – As we enter the busiest shop-
ping season of the year, it’s a great time to thank 
a business. The Better Business Bureau suggests 
customers give a nod of support and thanks to 
trusted businesses with great products, customer 
service, or involvement with the community. 
Businesses, small, midsize, and large, do more 
than provide jobs for their employees. They 
often serve as an integral part of the fabric and 
lifeblood of their community.

The Better Business Bureau is acknowledging 
the importance of businesses with its new cam-
paign in November: “Thank a Business Month, 
inviting customers to say thank you, which is 
beneficial for the business and easy to do.”

Dennis Horton, director of the Rockford 
Regional Office of the Better Business Bureau, 
says, “At the end of November, we celebrate lo-
cal and smaller businesses with Small Business 
Saturday following Thanksgiving. That’s very 
important, but one day a year isn’t enough to 
thank great businesses that do an exceptionally 
good job.”

Of course, the ultimate compliment is to 
continue to do business and spend money with 
great local businesses.

Another powerful way to thank a business 
you like is to leave a positive review. When 
you have a great experience where the business 
went above and beyond your expectations, post 
a good review on various sites and the Better 
Business Bureau website at BBB.org is a great 
place to start.

Posting positive reviews on Google, local 
Facebook groups or any review site of your 
choice helps tout a great business can help 
them. Also, posting positive comments on the 
business’s website and social media channels 
can also help greatly. Reputation can mean 
everything, especially for a small business 
owner trying to attract and retain customers. 
You want to tell customers that your business is 
trustworthy, ethical, and transparent – and what 
better way to illustrate that story than through 
online customer reviews.

There are so many reasons to acknowledge 
great businesses for great service and the impact 
they have on the quality of life where they are 
doing business. In addition to the revenue gen-
erated by the tax dollars they pay, there is also 
the financial support they provide for scores of 
non-profits and charities. In many cases, they 
sponsor local causes and community events.

Money spent at local businesses keeps much 
more money in the state and city they reside in. 

According to the Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA), small businesses contribute 44% of 
U.S. economic activity. In the case of shopping 
locally, about 68 cents of every dollar spent in 
the community stays in the community, while 
only 43 cents of every dollar stays when shop-
ping non-locally.

Horton adds, “These small businesses are 
close to home, often down the street or around 
the corner, providing for our essential needs. 
Small businesses can also say “Thank You” to 
their fellow small business owners by purchasing 
locally the goods and services they need.” Small 
businesses employ 61.7 million Americans, to-
taling 46.4% of private sector employees. From 
1995 to 2021, small businesses created 17.3 
million net new jobs, accounting for 62.7% of 
net jobs created since 1995.

Saying “Thank You” is beneficial for the 
business and easy to do:

• Continue to do business and spend money 
with great local businesses.

•When you have an excellent experience 
where the business went above and beyond your 
expectations, post a good review on the Better 
Business Bureau website at BBB.org

•Additionally, post positive comments on a 
business website or social media.

•Spread the word among family and friends.
•Buy gift cards, and if ordering out at a 

restaurant – try to pick your food up instead 
of forcing restaurants to use margin-cutting 
delivery services.

•Choose local. That may not always be pos-
sible but, when it is, it can have a significant 
impact.

•You can find local retailers online, try the 
local chamber of commerce, neighborhood-fo-
cused organizations, Facebook Marketplace, 
Etsy, TikTok, and other social media sites.

•If you have in your community a “buy local” 
organization, take part in any events they may 
have. Do this year-round.

For more information
If you’ve encountered a scam, report it to BBB 

Scam Tracker. Your report exposes scammer 
tactics. Sign up for BBB’s free consumer news-
letter, BBB Edge, at BBB.org/ChicagoBuzz.

Visit BBB.org or follow us @ChicagoBBB 
on social media. Look for the BBB seal, The 
Sign of a Better Business.

BBB Highlights great businesses for Thank a Business Month; 
November campaign launched to highlight great buisness

OTTAWA — OSF 
HealthCare – Med-
ical Group and the 
University of Illinois 
Extention are pleased 
to offer a free one-
hour healthy holiday 
program on Tuesday, 
November 14, at noon. 
The class will be host-
ed by Anne Lauter-
jung, certified diabe-
tes care and education 
specialist and Susan 
Glassman, nutrition 
and wellness educator 
from the University 
of Illinois Extension. 
Lauterjung and Glass-
man will present how 
to prepare a healthy 
holiday meal, share 
new recipes, adapt 
some old favorites 
and provide everyday 
stress reduction tips.

This class can be 
attended in person or 
virtually. In-person 
locations include OSF 
Health Care Saint Eliz-
abeth Medical Center, 
OSF HealthCare Saint 
Paul Medical Center, 
OSF Center for Health 
in Streator, and the 
Reddick Library.

The program is open 
to all  patients and 
community members. 
Participants will gath-
er at one designated 
location or meet vir-
tually via Microsoft 
Teams. Teams is an 

online meeting plat-
form you can use from 
a smartphone, tablet, 
or computer from the 
comfort of your home. 
Advance registration 
is required since space 
is limited. An invi-
tation and directions 
will be emailed to 
each participant. You 
can register on the 
OSF Saint Elizabeth 
Medical Center web-
site under classes and 
events.

For more informa-
tion about this event, 
contact Anne Lauter-
jung on weekdays at 
815-431-3263.

Diabetes care and education specialists 
offer a free healthy holiday program
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

By Scott Reeder

Guest Column
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Something to say?
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The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be 
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon 
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month, 
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks. 
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 703 
Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342, mailed to the Amboy News 
at PO Box 162, Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@
amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

Advertising Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount 
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for 
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for 
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
Monday-Friday

Closed Saturday, Sunday and major holidays.
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties
         1 year   	 manual pay   $59.00

            auto pay       $50.00
 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50

               auto pay           $9.50
Non-local

  1 year       manual pay      $69.00                                    
auto pay      $60.00

 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75
auto pay      $11.00

By Brandon 
LaChance

Column

How many times have you been able to do something 
more than once?

I’m not talking about tying your shoes, 
brushing your teeth, or accomplishing a task at 
work where you receive compensation to fulfil 
the exact duty you’re thinking about.

I’m talking about a prestigious accomplish-
ment only a few people or a few teams can 
relate with.

The Amboy-LaMoille-Ohio football team 
is now in that realm, on that level, as they 
advanced to the Illinois 8-Man Football State 
Championship (7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 17 at Mon-
mouth College)  for the second year in a row.

Or what I like to say, although it’s used over 
and over again all over the place, back-to-back.

What an accomplishment for a group of 
14–18-year-old young men who just want to 
play a game.

Not just play a game but play it at the highest 
level possible.

When the Clippers made the last game of the season 
last year at Monmouth College, lost to West Central 44-36, 
there was the feel, the aura, that unfinished business was 
left on the table.

There were a few tears, but if you looked in the eyes of 
just about every player on the field, you saw fire.

The fire burned all the way until the start 
of the 2023 season; then it engulfed.

It engulfed each player. 
It engulfed each coach.
It engulfed each fan.
It engulfed each media outlet.
Everyone knew the Clippers were 

playing for one thing, a return to the state 
championship.

The craziest thing is, each opponent 
knew also.

Instead of hiding from the fact a target 
was placed on the back of the Clippers since 
they were returning every player but one, 
quarterback Tucker Lindenmeyer, they rose 
to the occasion every time.

Now with a 12-0 record, they play the 
one team who gave them a challenge in 

the regular season, Ridgewood, in the state championship.
A-L-O beat the team from Cambridge (not to be confused 

with the Ridgewood team from Norridge) 48-42 in Week 5.
The second closest score was Week 6 when the Clippers 

beat Milledgeville 32-20, otherwise every game was won 

by 46 or more points.
If we were talking about a normal team, people may say the 

Clippers undefeated, championship season may end poorly.
But we’re not talking about a normal team.
We’re talking about a team fueled on defeat, misery, and the 

agony of watching someone else take home the state trophy.
It helps that every player in the lineup has talent, experi-

ence, and a love for the game, but that burning desire to be 
the best of the best and put an explanation point on a back-
to-back opportunity and to end senior years with being the 
top team in the state…exceeds every story line this game 
has to offer.

They don’t want a participation trophy.
The Amboy-LaMoille-Ohio Clippers want to win a 

state title.
Talking to senior Troy Anderson, junior Quinn 

Leffelman, and coach Scott Payne after the semifinal 
win against Polo, you could tell nothing, no team, is 
standing in their way.

Usually, I wouldn’t write a column like this because I 
never want to add extra pressure to a group of teenagers. 

But these players have put more pressure than I offer 
on their shoulders themselves because when it comes 
to the football field, they’re grown men who are only 
paying attention to the state trophy.

Back-to-Back

100 Years Ago
Nov. 9, 1923

The city council passed an or-
dinance authorizing the sinking 
of a new well and repairing the 
old one with new housing and 
pumping equipment to provide 
Amboy with an adequate water 
supply and ample fire protection. 
The ordinance calls for a bond 
issue of $15,000 to pay for the 
improvements. 

75 Years Ago
Nov. 11, 1948

The Rose Mary Shop will hold 
a Harvest of Saving Sale spotlight-
ing Rhomberg Famous Furs.

Harry Burright, cousin of Mrs. 
al Blake and Charles Burright of 
Amboy, was honored at Aurora 
Downs at “Harness Driver of the 
Year.”

At the Theatre – Irene Dunne 
in “I Remember Mama.”

50 Years Ago
Nov. 15, 1973

A meeting was planned for anyone 
who was interested in saving the 
Amboy Depot. 

Russell Mosher, Dixon business-
man, has announced that he will be a 
Republican candidate for the office 
of Lee County Treasurer and will 
enter the March 19, 1974 primary. 
Mosher has been in business in Dixon 
since moving to the city in 1947.

Kevin Robbins of the Amboy 
Clippers has been named center 
of the 1973 All-Shark Conference 
Offensive Team and Tom Nauman 
of the Clippers was named as an 
All-Conference lineman of the de-
fensive team. Clippers’ Russ Taylor, 
linebacker, Jerry Fitzpatrick, tackle, 
and Joe Welty, end, received honor-
able mention.  

25 Years Ago
Nov. 12, 1998

Tim Oester presents a check for 
$1,250 on behalf of the Knights of 

Columbus to Amboy Mayor Hank 
Gerdes. The money was raised from 
Knights of Columbus activities held 
during Depot Days 1998 and will be 
used in the ongoing restoration of 
the city’s Depot Museum historical 
landmark. 

It’s not often that we can record 
the story of one of the pioneer fam-
ilies in Lee County. Thanks to the 
recent discovery of letters, sent by 
Seraphina Welty in Lee County to 
her friends and relatives in Buffalo, 
NY., we can reconstruct part of her 
story. Seraphina Scott married David 
Welty in Buffalo in 1834. In 1838, 
on the advice of his doctor, David 
Welty decided to move from Buffalo 
to Illinois.

Shopping by phone: it’s become 
an everyday occurrence and is par-
ticularly common among the elderly 
since it can be done from the safety 
of their home. However, along with 
the convenience of shopping from 
home, comes the risk of telemarket-
ing fraud. According to Lee County 
Sheriff Tim Bivins, this form of crim-
inal activity is sweeping the nation 
and creating fear among the elderly.

The power of words

An unexpected conver-
sation with a college ac-
quaintance has me thinking 
about the power of words.

I first met Bill 40 years 
ago when I was a freshman 
in college. I was going 
through a rough time. I 
was away from home for 
the first time and was a 
assigned a roommate that I 
just couldn’t stand. 

Bill was a community 
college transfer from the 
Chicago suburbs. He had 
grown up in a devout home 
but wasn’t regularly attend-
ing church. One day, I was 
sitting in the laundromat in 
the basement of my dorm 
when he came and sat be-
side me.

He asked what I was 
reading and I told him it 
was the New Testament. 
He asked where I went to 
church and I explained that 
I attended a congregation 
near campus but wasn’t 
particularly happy there. 

Although the church was 
the same denomination that 
I had grown up in, the pas-
tor’s messages were about 
as deep as a coat of varnish. 

For whatever reason, I 
shared this with Bill. He told 
me of a church that he visited 
once that met in the college 
student union. The pastor 
was elderly and battling 
cancer. But he was sincere. 
There was no stained glass, 
pews or organs. Folks sat in 
folding chairs in a borrowed 
upper room.

Bill told me I should try 
that church.

His suggestion altered 
my life. I fell in love with 
the tiny congregation and 
adored the pastor and his 
wife. My cynicism dissipat-
ed. For the first time since 
leaving home, I felt like I had 
a place where I belonged. 

The pastor joked that Bill 
made me a regular attender, 
even though he didn’t come 
himself.

During the past 40 years, 
I have lived in cities all over 
the United States. But the 
first thing I would do when 
moving to a new community 
is join a church. Some ad-
vice given 40 years ago by a 
casual acquaintance altered 
the trajectory of my life.

When Bill and I spoke 
this past week, his recollec-
tion of me was dim at best. 
I’m certain he doesn’t re-
member that conversation. 
But his words mattered.

A number of years ago 

a co-worker took me aside 
and told me how something 
I had said changed her life. 

The two of us were young 
reporters working the night-
shift at a newspaper and as 
she tells it she joked about 
getting drunk after work and 
driving home. 

According to her, I said 
I didn’t respect that and 
asked: “How would you 
feel if you killed someone 
because you were driving 
drunk?”

Years later, she took me 
aside and told me how my 
words altered her life. She 
immediately quit drinking 
and driving.

When she told me this, 
I was flummoxed. While it 
sounded like something I 
might say, I have no memory 
of that long-ago discourse.

I have chosen a career 
of words. Words matter 
particularly when they are 
delivered with sincerity and 
kindness. 

Another former co-work-
er, Gary Schneeberger, tells 
of how a past supervisor’s 
words changed his life.

“It was my first ever pro-
fessional job review, and I 
think it might have been one 
of his first, because he had 
just become an assistant city 
editor when he did my eval-
uation. … In the summary 
he said, ‘If Gary continues to 
apply himself and learn his 
craft I can see him working 
his way up into management 
one day. That was the first 

time, I ever thought higher 
than the byline. I was like, 
‘Wow, you mean, being 
like an editor and a leader 
and helping other writers 
and reporters. Is that some-
thing that’s open to me, too, 
someday?’”

Schneeberger has gone 
on to a distinguished career 
heading up public relations 
for Focus on the Family 
and other endeavors. He 
added the editor who gave 
him the encouragement 
has no recollection of 
doing so. 

I’d be remiss in not 
noting that the person 
Schneeberger said inspired 
him to greater things, was 
the worst boss I’ve had in 
my 35 years in the work-
force. He criticized me 
during a job evaluation for 
abstaining from alcohol 
and living too sheltered a 
life to be a good journalist.

The biblical book of 
Proverbs says: “The sooth-
ing tongue is a tree of life, 
but a perverse tongue 
crushes the spirit.”

In my 58 years, I too 
have said things I have 
regretted. To this I can only 
ask the listener’s forgive-
ness. But I pray when I do 
speak, I’m offering words 
of encouragement.

Why? Because words 
matter. 

Scott Reeder, a staff 
writer for Illinois Times, 
can be reached at sreeder@
illinoistimes.com.
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Vendors at Ellice Vendors at Ellice 
Dinges CenterDinges Center

SantaSanta
Tree LightingTree Lighting
Hot ChocolateHot Chocolate

CookiesCookies
Kids’ CraftsKids’ Crafts
DancersDancers
Carriage RidesCarriage Rides

Sublette’s Sublette’s ChristmasChristmas in the  in the VillageVillage
Sunday, December 3rdSunday, December 3rd

3-6pm3-6pm

*****Lighted Parade kicks off at 6:30 pm*****Lighted Parade kicks off at 6:30 pm

Thanksgiving Dinner 
Shop with the Sheriff Fundraiser

Nov. 17 from 10 am - 2 pm
Shell Express Lane 342 North Mason, Amboy

Ham, turkey, mashed potatoes with gravy,  
corn, stuffing a roll and dessert.  
 
All proceeds and donations made in 
the deli go to the Shop With A  
Sheriff Program on the 17th.

Call ahead with orders  
815-857-2990
Sponsored by  

Shell Express Lane  
Amboy

11082023

Amboy Garden Shop
290 W. Pieronnet St. • Amboy, IL 61310

Phone: (815)857-4015

Taking orders for 
grave blankets & 
wreaths for the 

cemetery.
Orders must be placed 

by December 1.

• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery
• Auto Truck Repair

• Emergency Roadside Assistance
• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

05
01

20
23

Compton • 815-343-8047
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette • 815-849-5171

Amboy Fire Department receives grant
Compeer Financial wrote a $4,000 check to the Amboy Fire Department on 
Wednesday, Nov. 1. The grant is to be used to purchase fire hose. 
				    Photo courtesy of the Amboy Fire Department

Amboy Fire Department Spaghetti Dinner
In honor of Veterans Day, the Amboy Fire Department held a Spaghetti Dinner 
on Saturday, Nov. 11 at the fire station in Amboy. Any veteran who attended 
was served spaghetti for free. 		  Amboy News/Brandon LaChance

SPRINGFIELD – As 
many residents in the state 
have already experienced 
an early snowfall this 
year, the Illinois Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
and Office of Homeland 
Security (IEMA-OHS) 
offers readiness tips during 
Winter Weather Prepared-
ness Week, Nov. 6-10, as 
part of Winter Weather 
Preparedness Month this 
November.

“Winter storms can ar-
rive quickly and with little 
warning,” said Illinois 
Emergency Management 
Agency and Office of 
Homeland Security (IE-
MA-OHS) Director Alicia 
Tate-Nadeau. “Being pre-
pared ensures the safety 
and well-being of families 
throughout the season.”

Readiness for winter is 
not just for comfort but for 

safety and resilience. As 
temperatures drop, it is im-
portant that residents are 
equipped for snowstorms 
or extreme cold weather at 
home or on the road when 
travel becomes hazardous.

“Each winter season, 
nearly 29,000 motor ve-
hicles crash in Illinois, 
producing 4,500 injuries 
and 80 fatalities,” added 
National Weather Service 
(NWS) Central Illinois 
Warning Coordination 
Meteorologist Ed Shi-
mon.  “That is why it is 
imperative that people 
plan ahead and prepare for 
winter weather impacts.”

Following are NWS 
daily tips for Winter 
Weather Preparedness 
Week, with topics rang-
ing from travel safety to 
weather terminology:

Monday, Nov. 6:  Snow 

and Snow Safety – How 
much snow can cause 
slippery roads, what snow 
squall conditions entails, 
common precipitation 
types in Illinois, etc.    

Tuesday, Nov. 7:  Icy 
Roads and Ice Safety – 
Wide ranging impacts of 
ice storms, potential for 
power outages in winter 
cold, etc.

Wednesday, Nov. 8:  
Extreme Cold and Wind 
Chill Safety – Discover 
how quickly hypothermia 
can set in, how to recog-
nize the signs of frostbite, 
pet safety in cold, etc.

Thursday, Nov. 9:  
Home Safety and Pre-
paredness – Discover 
how to winterize your 
home, prepare for power 
outages after the storm, 
snow shoveling safety, 
etc.

IEMA-OHS provides tips for residents 
during winter weather

SPRINGFIELD — The Illi-
nois State Fair wants to help you 
give the gift of summer fun this 
holiday season.

New this year, the Illinois 
State Fair will be offering an 
Illinois’ Best cookbook. Wow 
and impress your holiday guests 
with prize winning recipes from 
the Illinois State Fair. From the 
main dish to the dessert, you 
will find something for every 
occasion in this one-of-a-kind 
cookbook.

Cookbooks can be purchased 
in person ($15) on the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds during normal 
business hours or purchased 
online ($20) with shipping in-
cluded. Be sure to order early to 
ensure your cookbook makes it 

to your doorstep in time to plan 
for the big holiday meal.

Experience gifts are the hot 
new trend, and the Illinois State 
Fair stands to be one of the top 
experiences of 2024. Starting 
Nov. 15, the Illinois State Fair 
will open sales for the 2024 Mega 
& Jumbo Passes. Passes can be 
purchased online or in person 
on the State Fairgrounds during 
business hours.

Mega Passes provide fairgoers 
with unlimited rides at both the 
Carnival Midway and Adventure 
Village all 11 days of Illinois 
State Fair, while the Jumbo Pass 
gives you unlimited carnival 
rides and unlimited access to the 
Giant Slide.

Don’t miss out on the lowest 

prices of the year. During the 
holiday sale, Mega Passes will be 
available for $70 and $80 Jumbo 
Passes. This holiday sale won’t 
last long, as prices will increase 
on Jan. 1, 2024.

BONUS OFFER – Discount 
fair admission booklets will also 
be available for purchase. For 
only $45, you can purchase an ad-
mission booklet which contains 
eleven any-day adult admissions. 
Infield parking passes are also 
available for $40 and are valid 
for every day of the fair.

Give the gift of unlimited 
summer fun! The Illinois State 
Fair Holiday Sale starts Wednes-
day, Nov. 15 Purchase online at 
StateFair.Illinois.gov or give us 
a call at 217-782-0775.

Illinois State Fair Unveils Holiday Gift Ideas

By STEVE STEIN
Shaw Local News Network

 Editor’s Note: This story is part of 
Shaw Local News Network’s Thank 
You, Veterans project honoring military 
veterans throughout northern Illinois.

Just in time for Veterans Day, Illinois 
Joining Forces is launching an effort 
to connect veterans with services they 
may need.

The effort is called Operation Connect 
a Vet.

People are asked to contact IJF through 
the end of the year to request a wellness 
check – either a single check-in or on an 
ongoing basis – for a veteran, service 
member or member of their family.

The wellness checks will be made by 
veterans who help fellow veterans for a 
living. One is Michael Pedroza, a U.S. 
Navy veteran who served from 1989 to 
1993. He’s a veteran care coordinator 
specialist for IJF.

“Veterans we’ll be calling doesn’t nec-
essarily have to be experiencing a crisis,” 
Pedroza said. “At the very least, we want 
to let them know there’s someone to talk 
to, another veteran, and they’re not alone.”

Most calls Pedroza takes from veterans 
do uncover a crisis. And that crisis is 
usually financial, he said.

A recent report by the United States 
Department of Agriculture noted that 

11% of working-age veterans live in a 
food-insecure household.

There are a multitude of financial 
problems veterans face, Pedroza said.

“Rent. Mortgage. Life issues, like 
deciding between fixing a broken-down 
vehicle or getting meds,” he said. “We’re 
not going to give veterans a hand out, but 
a hand up. We want to meet their needs 
using a holistic approach.”

Veterans’ financial issues often are 
caused by the difficulties of resuming 
civilian life after serving in the military, 
Pedroza said.

There could be a job loss because of 
a breakdown, episodes, survivor’s guilt 
or invisible injuries, he said.

Veterans are often reticent about asking 
for help, Pedroza said.

“That’s because of the military cul-
ture,” he said. “You learn to be self-suffi-
cient, to improvise, to adapt to overcome 
whatever problem you’re facing. Veterans 
are just too humble to reach out.

“I tell them I want to work with them 
to get them and their family, if they have 
one, in a better place,” he said. “Once that 
self-sufficient roadblock comes down, 
they usually can’t thank me enough.”

In addition to providing help with financ-
es, Pedroza can guide veterans and their 
families to find help with housing, food, 
employment, health care and other needs.

Know a veteran who needs help?
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Amboy Deli  HoursAmboy Deli  Hours
Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.

Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020

Now Accepting EBT Link Now Accepting EBT Link 
Cards and WICCards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7am-9pm
Friday-Saturday, 7am-10pm

Sunday, 8am-8pm

Sale Prices Valid Nov. 15 - 21 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Sale goes through Nov. 21, 2023

$399 ea.
Reg. Price $6.59 ea.

Reg. Price $3.09/ea.

Reg. Price $5.29 ea.

Kellogg’s Town 
House Crackers 
Selected 13.5 oz

Reg. Price $6.99 ea.

Libb’s Pumpkin
15 oz

Reg. Price $2.79 ea.

Reg. Price $2.99 ea

Dole Celery

$1.49/ea.

Yellow Onions
3 lb bag

$1.99/ea.

Garden Cut 
Vegetable Tray 
with Ranch

$10.99/ea.

Raspberries
6 oz pkg

$2.99/ea. $1.49/lb.

Honey Crisp 
Apples
 
 
 

Whole White 
Mushrooms
1 lb pkg

$3.99$3.99/ea./ea. $2.49/ea.

Baby Carrots
2 lb bag

Green or Red 
Grapes
16 oz bag

$$224949/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $2.99/lb.

Reg. Price $14.99/ea.

Hormel Party 
Tray
28 oz

Reg. Price $5.99/ea.

Blue Bunny Ice Blue Bunny Ice 
CreamCream
48 oz 

Land O Lakes 
Butter
16 oz

Reg. Price $6.79/ea.

Reg. Price $1.79/ea.

Reg. Price $4.99/ea.

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR

Amboy Deli  HoursAmboy Deli  Hours
Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.

Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Link Now Accepting EBT Link 

Cards and WICCards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Winter Hours
Monday-Saturday, 7am-9pm

Sunday, 8am-8pm

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUORBLOCKS FRESH MARKETBLOCKS FRESH MARKET
199 Maple Place, Hampshire, IL, 60140

847-683-2531
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Store Hours:
Monday-Saturday 

7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Sunday 

8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Meat Dept Hours:

Daily
8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

Now Delivering For Seniors In Town!

Sale goes through Nov. 1, 2022  |  Misprints will not be honored

See Us for Your Special Meat Orders!
Sale Prices Valid Oct. 26-Nov. 1 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Sale goes through Dec.27, 2022

Sale Prices Valid Dec. 21-27 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

2/$4 $4.99/ea. $0.79/lb. $0.89/ea.

Southern 
Yams

$4.99/ea.

Halos Clementines 
3 lb. bag
 

$$669999 $$889999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $15.99/lb.

Ham and  
Bacon Wrap

$249 ea.

Daisy Sour 
Cream 
16 oz 

Reg. Price $2.99 ea. $249 ea.

Stove Top Stuffing
4 oz Assorted

Reg. Price $2.99 ea.

$299 ea.
Reg. Price $4.59 ea. $349 ea.

Reddi Whipped 
Topping
6.5 oz. 

Reg. Price $3.99 ea. $499 ea.Reg. Price $6.49 ea.

$599 ea.

Hellman’s Mayo
30 oz 

Reg. Price $8.99 ea.

$449 ea. Reg. Price $4.99 ea.

$399 ea.

Marie Callendar’s 
Pie
14-15 oz

Reg. Price $4.49 ea.$399 ea.Reg. Price $4.99 ea.$249 ea. Reg. Price $3.09 ea.

Navel Oranges 
4 lb. bag

Jack’s Pizza 
Assorted

AMBOY 
DELI

Plain Chicken Plain Chicken 
Breast Breast 

Dean’s Dip 
16 oz 

U.S.D.A. New 
York Strip SteakAMBOY 

DELI

Fisher Chopped 
Walnuts
10 oz.

Kraft Dressing
14-16 oz Assorted

AMBOY 
DELI

$1.69/ea.

Pineapple 

$1.99/ea.

Whole or Sliced 
Mushrooms 
8 oz.

 

Celery Sleeve 

U.S.D.A. Beef U.S.D.A. Beef 
Angus Prime Rib Angus Prime Rib 
Must be Preordered - LAST WEEK!

Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

$$119999/lb./lb.

Coffeemate 
Creamer
32 oz Assorted

Reg. Price $17.99/lb.

Lay’s Chips 
4-8 oz Excludes Party  
or Family Size 

$$12129999/lb./lb.

Idaho Potatoes 
3 lb. bag

 

Bananas

$1.99/ea.

$$229999/lb./lb.

$$339999/lb./lb. Bone-In BBQ  
Pork Chops

Bone-In Pork Bone-In Pork 
Chops - PlainChops - Plain

Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

OR
Reg. Price $3.99/lb.

$$339999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

Ground Beef Ground Beef 

$299 ea. Reg. Price $4.59 ea.

Dean’s Dip Dean’s Dip   
12 or 16 oz12 or 16 oz

Daisy Sour Cream
16 oz 16 oz  

Ice-Mountain 
Water 
24 pk

 

Velveeta 
32 oz 

 

Johnsonville Brats 
or Sausage
12 to 14 oz

$199 ea.
Reg. Price $3.09/ea.

Reg. Price $8.99 ea. 

Hellmann’s 
Mayonnaise 
30 oz 

Cream of 
Mushroom or 
Chicken Soup 
10.5 oz

$149 ea.
Reg. Price $2.09/ea.

Doritos
9 to 9.5 oz

AMBOY 
DELI

$239 ea.

Jet Puffed 
Marshmallows  
10 to 12 oz

 

Ore-Ida Potatoes 
19 to 32 oz 

$2.49$2.49/ea./ea.

Organic Grape 
Tomatoes
pint

The Little Potato 
Co.

$2.49$2.49/ea./ea.

Oscar Mayer BaconOscar Mayer Bacon
12 to 16 oz
  

Reg. Price $7.99/es.

Reg. Price $13.99/ea.
$$11119999/ea./ea.

$399 ea. $399 ea.

$199 ea. $699 ea.

Swanson Broth or Swanson Broth or 
StockStock 
32 oz32 oz

Reg. Price $8.49 ea. 
$799 ea.

AMBOY 
DELI

$499 ea.

$$999898/ea./ea.
Reg. Price $11.99/ea.

Farmland HamFarmland Ham
2.5 lb

Plain Chicken Plain Chicken 
BreastBreast

$$559999/ea./ea.

Reg. Price $9.79/ea.

Kraft Miracle 
Whip
30 oz 

$$449999/ea/ea
Reg. Price $6.99/ea.

Pepsi ProductsPepsi Products
24 pk

$699 ea.$249 ea.

2/$2/$88 $$12129999/ea./ea.

$399 ea.

$1.99/lb.

Soup is back in the Amboy Deli! Soup is back in the Amboy Deli! 
12 oz $4.99, 32 oz $10.99 and 12 oz $4.99, 32 oz $10.99 and 
Bread Bowl with Soup $7.99Bread Bowl with Soup $7.99

AMBOY 
DELI

2/$32/$3

Holiday Special

$$332929/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $3.99/lb.

Spiral Cut Spiral Cut 
Bone-In HamBone-In Ham
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Woodhaven Lakes Realty
509 LaMoille Rd., Sublette

815-849-5476

Sublette Mechanical
2025 Sublette Rd., Sublette

815-849-5223

Sublette Farmers Elevator
100 W Main St., Sublette

815-849-5222

Erbes Realty LLC
1922 Tower Rd., Sublette

815-535-6295

Vaessen Bros Chevrolet
US Hwy. 52, Sublette

815-849-5232

Sensient Flavors LLC
Amboy

815-857-4354

Amboy News
PO Box 162, Amboy

815-857-2311

City of Amboy
227 E Main St., Amboy

815-857-3814

Amboy Food and Liquor
242 E Main St., Amboy

815-857-7020

KSB Hospital
305 E Joe Dr., Amboy

815-857-3044

CGH Medical Center
& CGH Health Clinics

100 E. LeFevre Road
Sterling

815-625-0400
www.cghmc.com

The First National Bank in Amboy
Amboy, Dixon, Franklin Grove,  

Monroe Center
220 E Main St., Amboy

815-857-3625
Member FDIC

Kaleel’s Clothing and Printing
704 N Galena Ave., Dixon

815-284-5033

Stenzel Insurance
102 N Elm St, PO Box 405

Franklin Grove
815-456-2319

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home
303 E Main St, Amboy

815-857-2611

Amboy Firefighters Association
25 N East Ave.

Amboy
815-857-2325

Jones-Berry Lumber
1 S. Commercial Ave., Amboy

815-857-2525

First State Bank
2518 Johnson St.
West Brooklyn
815-628-3121
Member FDIC

Leffelman & Associates
Sublette – LaMoille –  Amboy

815-857-2125

Tacos Guzman
815-503-0839

Starved Rock Wood Products
1605 S. Division St.

Mendota
815-538-7799

Northern Illinois Disposal
Rockford

815-963-7523

Ehrmann Gehlbach Badger and Consinde
114 E. Everett St., Suite 300

Dixon
815-288-4949

First Federal Savings Bank
111 E Main St.

Amboy
Member FDIC
815-857-3638

The Last Alarm
43 S East Ave.

Amboy
815-857-3483

CLIPPERS ADVANCE TO 8-MAN 
FOOTBALL  STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

2023 Amboy Varsity Football Team

Am
boy Clippers
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State Championship 
Game

Friday, Nov. 17
7 p.m. at Monmouth 

College

Gates open at 5:30 p.m.
$7.00 Admission

We’re Behind You All The Way Clippers
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SPORTS

Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272

Sunday, Nov. 19
AHS National Honor Society 
Induction-Auditorium-1 pm

Monday, Nov. 20
AHS Fresh/Soph Boys Basketball @ 
Polo Tournament-TBA
AHS Varsity Boys Basketball @ 
AFC Tournament-TBA
NO SCHOOL-PARENT/TEACHER 
CONFERENCES-12-8 pm

Tuesday, Nov. 21
AHS Fresh/Soph Boys Basketball @ 
Polo Tournament-TBA
AHS Varsity Boys Basketball @ 
AFC Tournament-TBA
AHS Girls Basketball (H) 
Serena-5:30 pm
AHS Wrestling (H-AJHS Gym) 
Mendota/St. Bede-5:30 pm
NO SCHOOL-PARENT/TEACHER 

CONFERENCES-8 am-1 pm

Wednesday, Nov. 22
NO SCHOOL
AHS Fresh/Soph Boys Basketball @ 
Polo Tournament-TBA
AHS Varsity Boys Basketball @ 
AFC Tournament-TBA

Thursday, Nov. 23
NO SCHOOL – THANKSGIVING 
DAY

Friday, Nov. 24
NO SCHOOL 
AHS Varsity Boys Basketball @ 
AFC Tournament-TBA

Saturday, Nov. 25
AHS Varsity Boys Basketball @ 
AFC Tournament-TBA

Clipper Fans . . . 
	 	 The	Game’s	on	us!

Follow	the	entire	FALL	Season	of	Amboy	
Football	on	WRCV	River	Country	FM	101.7

Join	us	for	 
State	Championship	Game!State	Championship	Game!

Friday,	November	17	
at	Monmouth	College	vs.	Cambridge	Ridgewood

7pm	start	with	Josh	Dillon	and	Brian	Weidman

-Sponsored By-

11152023

• Amboy Sporting Goods
• The Amboy News
• Becker Auto Body
• Boss Roofing & Siding
• CGH Hospital
• Compeer Financial
• Country Financial –  

Brent Seggebruch
• DSK Ag Services
• First National Bank in Amboy
• Hanson Chiropractic Clinic

• Lee Ogle Transportation System
• The Long Branch Supper Club
• Meusel’s Dairy Delite
• Sensient Flavors
• Ken Nelson Auto Group
• KSB Hospital
• Farley’s Appliance
• Jones Funeral Home
• Sublette Farmers Elevator
• Top Notch Builders
• Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet

LIVE online at nrgmediadixon.com/wixn-home

Amboy  
Clippers  
Football

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Reporter

POLO – The second 
the fourth-quarter clock 
stopped at the 2022 Il-
linois 8-Man Football 
Association State Champi-
onship, the Amboy-LaM-
oille-Ohio football team 
made plans to return to 
Monmouth College.

After a 40-6 victory 
over Polo on Saturday, 
Nov. 11 in Polo, the Clip-
pers are returning to the 
state championship for the 
second straight year.

“It’s amazing. I thank 
God for the opportunity 
to be here,” said senior 
defensive back Troy An-
derson. “It’s great to be 
going back to the state 
championship with this 
big senior class that we 
have. It’s our last go and 
it’s great to have a chance 
to go to the championship 
and finish what we didn’t 
last year.

“We have to finish 
some unfinished business. 
That’s what it is. We didn’t 
finish it last year, we have 
to finish it this year.”

The Clippers (12-0) 
didn’t wait to grab the 
momentum against Polo 
(9-3) as the defense forced 
and recovered a fumble on 
the Marcos first offensive 
play of the game.

The offense then did its 
job as it scored a touch-
down seven plays later on 
a 3-yard run from Landon 
Whelchel, who also ran in 
the 2-point conversion, for 

an 8-0 lead with 9:12 left 
in the first quarter.

On the second Polo 
offensive drive, the Clip-
pers recorded its second 
of four turnovers as junior 
Brayden Klein intercepted 
Marcos quarterback Car-
ter Merdian.

A m b o y - L a M o i l -
le-Ohio’s offense an-
swered in the same fash-
ion as junior quarter-
back Eddie Jones found 
senior tight end Brennan 
Blaine for a 66-yard 
touchdown with 1:43 
left in the first frame to 
take a 14-0 lead.

The Clippers scored 
four more touchdowns 
(six total) before the Mar-
cos scored with 5:36 left 
in the fourth quarter on a 
59-yard run.

Junior Quinn Leffel-
man scored the next three 
touchdowns as he had a 
1-yard run with 8:34 in 
the second quarter (Jones 
to Blaine for 2-point con-
version), a 14-yard run 
with 1:09 in the second 
quarter, and a 1-yard run 
with 7:26 left in the third 
quarter.

The last Clippers score 
was Jones to Blaine for 
52 yards with 8:10 left 
in the game.

“That’s what it came 
down to, we made the 
big plays and Polo didn’t. 
Polo is a great team and 
they’re well coached,” 
Clippers coach Scott 
Payne said. “The Am-
boy kids played great 

and made the plays they 
needed to make. There 
were a few times where 
we got kind of lackadai-
sical or forgot what they 
were supposed to do on 
defense assignment wise, 
but the kids bounced 
back. I told them all week 
long, ‘There is going to 
be adversity and you’re 
going to have to bounce 
back at one point or an-
other.’ And they did.

“Landon did a great 
job of running the foot-
ball against Polo. He has 
all year long. He is our 
work horse. He’s a hard 
kid to tackle. He’s a great 
football player. It helps 
a lot when you have a 
big fullback like Quinn. 
You just give it to him 
inside the 5-yard line 
and he’s able to punch 
it in. That’s what the 
defense was giving us 
because they were try-
ing to stop Landon on 
those plays. So, we said, 
‘Alright, we’ll run up 
the middle with Quinn.’ 
That’s what we did, and 
Quinn did his job.”

Whelchel finished the 
game with 231 yards and 
one TD on 27 carries and 
Leffelman had 23 yards 
and three scores on nine 
carries.

Jones was 4-of-7 for 
179 yards and two touch-
downs, while Blaine 
was the only receiver 
who caught a ball as he 
had four catches for 179 
yards and two scores.

After the early fumble 
and the Klein intercep-
tion, Leffelman forced a 
fumble and the Clippers 
recovered in the third 
quarter and there was 

another forced fumble 
and recovery in the fourth 
quarter.

Polo star Brock Sol-
tow was held to 3-of-13 
passing for 33 yards as a 
quarterback, while carry-
ing the ball 19 times for 
115 yards. 

“Our defense played 
really well,” Payne said. 
“When you hold an of-
fense like Polo with a 
player like Brock Soltow 
to six points, that means 
our defense played phe-
nomenal. I told Brock 
after the game, ‘You 
have nothing to hold 
your head about, you’re 
a great football player 
and a great kid.’”

Now, the Clippers are 
preparing for the biggest 
game of the year.

And after watching 
West Central walk off of 
the Monmouth College 
field with the state trophy 
last year, Amboy-LaM-
oille-Ohio is ready for 
their moment this year 
as they play Ridgewood 
at 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 17 
at Monmouth.

“Landon is one of my 
best friends, so there is 
some extra motivation 
there to block for my 
buddy. I feel that is a 
big part of it,” Leffelman 
said. “When he is block-
ing for me, there is that 
brotherhood there that 

we’re blocking for each 
other. The offensive line 
gets credit as a unit, and 
I feel Whelchel and I are 
a unit ourselves. That’s 
part of our motivation.

“It feels awesome to 
score three touchdowns 
in a big playoff game. 
You look out in the 
stands and see all the fans 
getting hype after the 
touchdowns, you can’t 
ask for a better town or 
better fans.

“You can’t ask for 
a better feeling than 
scoring touchdowns and 
winning big games with 
your buddies. It’s the best 
feeling. Now, it’s time to 
do it at state.”

The Return
Clippers are back in the Illinois 8-Man Football State Championship for the second straight year

Junior fullback Quinn Leffelman, top photo No. 21, helped the Amboy-LaM-
oille-Ohio football team make it to the Illinois 8-Man Football State Champi-
onship at 7 pm. Friday, Nov. 17 at Monmouth College with three touchdowns 
in the 40-6 semifinal win against Polo at Polo. The Clippers scored the first six 
touchdowns of the game against the Marcos, while the defesne was accredited 
with causing four turnovers. Clipper nation was in full attendance at Polo and 
plan to be in Monmouth as well.   		
					       Photos courtesy of Brenda Merriman  
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SPORTS

INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

815-849-5476

HOME REMODELING

R N B 
17 years doing  

business in Amboy

Over 25 Years in 
Service!

Robert Moore
Owner

815-857-3246

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

MOWING

YARD CLEAN-UPYARD CLEAN-UP
MOWING & MOWING & 
MOREMORE

Amboy, ILAmboy, IL
779-861-1886779-861-1886

Robert MooreRobert Moore

MOORE’SMOORE’S
PRINTING SERVICES

Your Business can advertise for  
$30.00 per month.  

Call the Amboy News at 815-857-2311 today!

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry 
Millwork • Staircases  

& Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
srwoodproducts.com

815-538-7799

Lady Clippers anxious for roundball season tipoff
By GEORGE HOWE 
Amboy News Writer
   AMBOY – For the 
last 10 years under the 
guidance of coach Mike 
McCracken, the Lady 
Clipper varsity basket-
ball team have a record 
of 229-54.
    As the girls hit the 
hardwood for the up-
coming campaign, Mc-
Cracken and staff have 
their sights set on anoth-
er 20-plus win season 
along with recapturing 
a conference title that 
eluded them last year. 
  “With the depth we 
have going nine deep, 
we won’t be afraid to go 
to our bench,” explained 
McCracken. “I see no 
reason why we won’t be 
competing for a confer-
ence title and beyond.”  
   Two always tough 
Northwest Upstate Illini 
South Conference foes 
Polo, and defending 
conference champs, 
Eastland accounted for 
four of the five losses in 
an otherwise impressive 
25-5 record. 
   “We were a little in-
experienced last season 
where we were forced 
to start two sophomores 
in the regional against 
Polo. We played hard 
but couldn’t get over the 
hump,” said McCrack-
en. “We didn’t like how 
last season ended.” 

  Where McCracken 
felt he had a few defi-
ciencies with a lack of 
depth and experience 
in 2022-23, the 2023-
24 team features four 
returning starters with 
last year’s lone senior 
Courtney Ortgiesen 
graduating and now part 
of the coaching staff.  
    The Lady Clippers 
feature a three-guard 
offense led by three 
year starting point and 
Co- Captain guard Elly 
Jones. The 5-foot-8 
senior playmaker is 
complimented by 5’9 
junior guard Tyrah 
Vaessen, last year ’s 
leading scorer on the 
team averaging just over 
10 ppg, and 5’8 junior 
guard Addison Pertell.  
   Meave Larson, 5’9 
senior forward, and 
6’0 junior center Emily 
Sachs, who saw quite a 
bit of floor time, rounds 
out the starting five.  
Kenley Wilson, 5’11 
junior  center,  wi l l 
s p e l l  S a c h s  w h e n 
she needs a breather.  
   “A year of experience 
practicing and compet-
ing together has made 
things much more com-
fortable playing along-
side each other and 
now we are a well-oiled 
machine,” shared Jones.  
     Ellie McLaughlin, 
5’7 junior guard, and 

5’9 sophomore Kiera 
Karlson will be the first 
two off the bench with 
a couple of pleasant 
surprises in 5’8 junior 
guard Jillian Ander-
son and 5’9 sopho-
more forward Bella 
Yanos not far behind.  
  “McLaughlin and 
Yannos played hard 
in summer league ball 
and opened up our 
eyes,” McCracken said. 
   When the junior 
varsity schedule al-
lows, two impressive 
freshmen 5’4 guard Al-

exa McKendry and 5’7 
center Aubrey Welles 
might get the chance 
to suit up on varsity as 
the season progresses. 
     “These two players 
were such a pleasant 
surprise showing a lot 
of quickness at times 
in our first six practices 
that started on October 
30th, they gave our 
starters trouble, which 
is a good thing,” add-
ed McCracken, who 
enters his 53rd year in 
coaching, the last 17 at 
Amboy. “At this time of 

the year it’s enjoyable 
to see players emerge 
and become consistent.”  
  The Lady Clippers 
will play man-to-man 
defense but are known 
for a tough 2-3 zone 
which McCracken said 
helps keep the team stay 
out of foul trouble early.  
   A couple of facets 
of the game that he’d 
like to see is better 
shooting percentag-
es and rebounds on 
both ends of the floor.  
    “Defensive rebounds 
are so important be-

cause they allow us the 
chance to fast break,” 
McCracken said. “Bet-
ter guard shooting will 
open things up and 
second chance shots 
as a result of offensive 
rebounds can make 
the difference in the 
outcome of a game.”  
  Jones takes personal 
pride in finding the 
open girl for an easy 
basket but is expected to 
shoot more this season.  
   “The strongest part 
of my game is dishing 
off, but coach wants me 
to create my own shots 
which is something 
that we are working on 
because I look to pass 
first,” Jones said. 

“Elly penetrates and 
gets too deep and then 
tries to pass,” added Mc-
Cracken. “I want her to 
shoot that 7-to-10-foot 
range jumper. We want 
to create a free-range 
type of offense giving 
our guards the ability to 
shoot while also looking 
inside to keep our oppo-
nent off guard. Time will 
tell and we are ready.” 

The Lady Clippers 
open the season at 
the Oregon Thanks-
giving Tournament on 
Wednesday, Nov. 15 
and play their first home 
game of the season at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 21 
against Serena. 

The Amboy girls basketball team takes shots during a November practice as 
they get ready for the 2023-24 season. The Lady Clippers return a strong nu-
cleus of experienced players to help accomplish goals such as winning 20-plus 
games and hoisting a conference championship.   Amboy News/George Howe
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1. LITERATURE: What is Dorothy's 
last name in "The Wizard of Oz"?

2. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. states 
share a border with Mexico?

3. MOVIES: What are Indiana Jones 
and his father searching for in "Indiana 
Jones and the Last Crusade"?

4. TELEVISION: Which TV dramedy 
is set on Wisteria Lane?

5. LANGUAGE: What is a common 
Latin phrase meaning "something for 
something"?

6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the 
fastest fish?

7. INVENTIONS: Where was the first 
compass invented?

8. SCIENCE: How long does it take for 
the sun's light to reach Earth?

9. U.S. STATES: Which state is the 
smallest in land size?

10. MEDICAL: What is a common 
name for aphthous stomatitis?

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Gale.
2. Four: California, Arizona, New 

Mexico and Texas.
3. The Holy Grail.
4. “Desperate Housewives.”
5. Quid pro quo.
6. Sailfish.
7. China.
8. Eight minutes.
9. Rhode Island.
10. Canker sore.

Posting DateNovember 13, 2023

OLIVE
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Village of Paw Paw 
has passed and ap-
proved on November 
8, 2023 the annual Tax 
Levy Ordinance.  Any-
one wishing to inspect 
the Ordinance may do 
so at the 362 Chicago 
Road office by appoint-
ment.
No. 1102
(November 15, 2023)

01  01  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return 
call ASAP. Fully 
insured, in business 
since 1999. Servicing 
Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian 
to verify the validity 
of the license of any 
facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For Sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254

FREE firewood, well 
aged ash. You cut, you 
haul. 1-815-562-7826. 
(112023MS)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis

10x20 Inside 
Storage,

Outside and Inside 
Storage for semi-

trucks/trailers, 
boats, campers, etc.

02092022

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab  4x4 Z71 LT, Diesel, 
89K Miles, Maroon, Leather..........$34,900
2021 Chevy K-1500 Custom 4x4 4cyl Turbo, 90K 
Miles .........................................................$29,500
2020 Chevy Equinox AWD LT, Leather, 103K 
Miles, Black................................................$19,900
2019 Chevy K-2500 Crew Cab, LTZ Diesel, 4x4 
Z71, 97K Miles, Red..................................$50,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 99K Miles, 
Silver............................................................$28,900
2018 Chevy Equinox, AWD, Premier White, 110K 
Miles...........................................................$17,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, LT, 4x4, 98K Miles, 
Maroon.......................................................$27,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, Custom, 4x4, 97K 
Miles, White ..............................................$24,900
2017 Chev Equinox, AWD LT, 76K Miles,  
White.........................................................$15,900
2017 Chevy Trax LT, FWD, 85K Miles,  
Maroon ......................................................$12,900
2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, LT Z71, 4x4, 110K 
Miles, Maroon.............................................$22,900

2023 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab LT, Leather, 4x4, Z71, 
Long Box 6 1/2 ft,  38K Miles, Red....................$49,900
2021 Chev K-3500 LTZ Crew Cab LTZ, 
4x4 Z71, 6.6 Gas, 5K Miles.....$59,900
2021 Chev K-3500 LTZ Crew Cab 4x4, 
Z71, 6.6 Gas, 37K Miles, Silver.....$57,900

2021 Chevy K-1500 Trail Boss 4x4 Z71, Loaded, Sunroof, 
Leather, 45K Miles, White, Crew Cab.......................$47,900 

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Trailboss Z71, 
Custom, 4x4, 36K Miles, Blue.........$39,900

2020 Chevy K-3500 Crew, LTZ 4x4 Z71, 
Diesel, 79K Miles, Maroon..............$56,900  
2020 Chevy K-2500 Reg. Cab 4x4 Z71 LT, 
Gas, 30K Miles..................................$43,900
2020 GMC Canyon SLT, 4x4 Crew Cab, 
Long Box, 60K Miles, Silver.............$32,900
2019 Chevy Trax, LT AWD, 55K Miles,  
Black............................................$19,500

2021 Chevy 3500 LTZ Crew Cab 4x4 Z71, 6.6L Gas, GM-Certified, 1-Owner, 
Leather, Heated/Cooled Seats, Sunroof, 5K Miles, White and More! 

2021 Chevy 3500 LTZ Crew Cab 4x4 Z71

$59,900
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