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RPD awarded
with STEP grant

The Rochelle Police
Department was awarded
the STEP grant for its

traffic safety efforts.
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Future of downstate coal

plant still‘'number one issue

J

City has around $140 million in debt with Prairie State

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On
Nov. 15, Rochelle City
Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh
said the future of the Prairie
State Energy Campus is
“the number one issue”
currently facing the City
of Rochelle.

The city has approx-
imately $140 million in
debt remaining until 2042
with the Prairie State
Energy Campus. The city
buys a large portion of its
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities power from Prairie
State and bought into the
coal plant in 2007.

In 2021, the Climate
and Equitable Jobs (CEJA)
Act was signed into law at
the state level and required
Prairie State, in southern
Marissa, Illinois, to be car-
bon-free by 2045, either by
going offline or installing
sequestration technology.
By 2035, the plantmust cut
emissions by 45 percent. If
itdoesn’t meet that goal by
the end 0f 2035, the power
plant will have until June
30, 2038 to either retire a
portion of carbon-emitting
units ormeet the decarbon-
ization goal some other
way. Backin2021, the city
held a press conference to

(COURTESY PHOTO)

On Nov. 15, Rochelle City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh said the future of the
Prairie State Energy Campus is “the number one issue” currently facing the City of

Rochelle.

urge the public to reach
out to state legislators as
it seemed the energy bill
could close the plant ear-
lier than expected in 2035.
Fiegenschuh said the topic
is still “a great concern”
after CEJAandhebelieves
groups are still working to
see the plant closed early.
The city recently entered
into a new lobbyist con-
tract for an organization
to work on RMU’s behalf
in Springfield.

“The number one issue
facing our city right now
is Prairie State,” Fiegen-
schuh said. “And it will be

until it closes and beyond
that. We’re facing pressure.
They passed the CEJA law
where Prairie State has to
reduceits emissions by half
by 2038 and that means if
it’sstillopenin2038, we’ll
have to go out and find
another 15 megawatts of
power on the market. And
then if it closes early we
have to pay those bonds
off. There’s a lot of factors
atplay. Whenthe citymade
the decision to participate
in Prairie State, nobody
knew what was going
to happen and that the
politics of the state would

swing to one direction so
quickly. I still think a lot
of the folks who want to
close it never want to talk
about how we’re going to
replace that power. A lot
of places are just going to
buy power outside of the
state that may still come
from fossil fuels. It’s a
major issue facing us and
we need to do everything
we can to ensure that it
remains open. And if they
ultimately close it early,
we need to be made whole
on those bond payments.”

See PLANT page 2

RPD targeting
2024 for body
camera use

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At
its Nov. 13 meeting, the
Rochelle City Council
unanimously approved a
resolution authorizing the
purchase and maintenance
of body cameras for the
Rochelle Police Depart-
ment’s officers. Due to the
state’s new SAFE-T Act,
RPD will be required to
implement body cameras
by Jan. 1, 2025.

RPD will purchase 25
body cameras foratotal cost
of $173,235.90 over five
years. The total payment
per year is $34,647.18.
The police department has
received two grants to help
offset the total costs. The
first is a federal grant for
$50,000, and the second is
a state grant for $25,000.
Once the first payment
of $34,647.18 has been
made, both the grants will
be issued to the police de-
partment.

See POLICE page 3

RTHS names September and October
Critical Thinking student award winners

ROCHELLE — The
life of a Rochelle Town-
ship High School (RTHS)
student can be very busy.
Classes,homework, papers
andtests make up theirdays
and evenings are often full
of extracurricular events,
everything from dressing
in Hubpurple for their team
or cheering that team on in
superfan gear.

Their social lives now
include not only shopping
and dating and hangouts,
but also posts and stories
and streaks. And many
students are invested in
participating in their com-
munity ina variety of ways.
With all of the things they
are juggling, sometimes it
is often easiest to just keep
moving forward, following
the well-trod path. The
Critical Thinking Award,
sponsored by the RTHS
Class of 1961 and Mr.
Chuck Stocking, seeks to
identify those students who
may have taken that road
less traveled. These are
students who are creative
thinkers when asked to
solve problems. They are

collaborators and leaders.
They are not just a positive
influence at RTHS but also
in the greater Rochelle
community.

Students are nominated
for the Critical Thinking
Award on a monthly basis.
Nominations are solicited
through peers, faculty, staff
and administration. The
monthly award consists of
$50 worth of Rochelle Hub
gear and an equal donation
to a charitable organization
of the nominee’s choice.

RTHS’s September win-
neris Gotti Fuentes. Gottiis
a junior who hopes to one
day own his own business.
Heisaleaderinthe Cultural
Reform Alliance (CRA) at
RTHS, a group whose goal
is to bring greater aware-
ness of different cultures
to RTHS and strives to
encourage the studentbody
to celebrate diversity. Gotti
sees his role as a leader as
both a way to spread his
message of a more accept-
ing mindset, but also as a
way to encourage the lead-
ers behind him to continue
the work of the CRA. His

HOICOmbBO r“lk Rochelle | New Milford | Creston | Byron
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Save the Date - 2024 Trips!

Columbia & Snake River Cruise - May 19-27

Grand Victoria Casino, Elgin IL - June 20th

Ho-Chunk Casino, Madison IL - October 24
Reefs & Rhythms Oceania Cruise - December 3-13

Contact Julie at 815.561.2627 for more information!

desireto help othersisnoted
by his teachers, as is his
conscientious attitude and
kind nature. Gotti’s mother
is a strong influence on his
character as he describes

that despite whatlife brings
her way, she faces every
situation with a smile. His
optimistic, reflective atti-
tude is evident as he relays
his goal that increasing

On the hunt for a new furnace or a

j‘furnace check up?
Look no further than

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Rochelle Township High School presented its Critical Thinking awards for the
months of September and October 2023.

cultural awareness will ex-
pand to a greater tolerance
and celebration of diversity
inthe Rochelle community.

See RTHS page 8
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Chana Education Center (CEC) is located in Chana and offers two valuable programs for schools of Ogle and Lee counties. The special education program provides
highly-specialized programming for students in K-12*" grade that need extra support in behavioral and emotional regulation.

Things are happening at Chana Education Center

CHANA — Chana
Education Center (CEC)is
located in Chanaand offers
two valuable programs for
schools of Ogle and Lee
counties. Our special ed-
ucation program provides
highly-specialized pro-
gramming for students in
K-12"grade thatneed extra
support in behavioral and
emotional regulation. Our
Challenge program is
a program run through
[llinois State Board of
Education’s grant-funded
Regional Safe Schools
Program. This program
is for students in grades
six through 12.

Our 12 member districts
may utilize one of our CEC
programs if they find that
a student is significantly
struggling to find successin
theirhome districtschools.

Goals for both of our
programs include helping
students learn and grow ac-
ademically, socially, emo-
tionally, and physically.
Our programs emphasize
learning skills to encourage
self-awareness, self-man-
agement, social awareness,
positive relationships, and
responsible decision mak-
ing. We encourage a bal-
ance between compassion
and understanding with
learning to handle account-
ability and consequences.

The first quarter of
school proved to be a busy
one for the students and
staff of CEC.  Students
were welcomed back to a
freshened up gym space

with new mats and sound
absorbing panels provid-
ed through grants by the
Etynyre Foundation. This
areais the hub of our build-
ing and serves not only as
our gym space, but our
cafeteria and whole school
assembly area. Once a
month our students and
staff join together for a
building-wide “Gathering”
celebration to recognize
positive student achieve-
ments, listen to commu-
nity speakers, and join in
group learning activities.
Our most recent gathering
featured Veteran Brandon
Dettman who spoke to
students about his time
serving our country in
the Army. He shared with
students some of the highs
and lows of his military
career and emphasized the
importance of being good
citizens of our country.
Service learning is an
important component of
our CEC program. In the
first quarter, multiple class-
rooms engaged in a variety
of service-learning activi-
ties. Community Volun-
teer Jeff Winterland led a
group of students on vari-
ous experiences including
clean-up efforts on our
CEC and local community
properties. Mr. Winterland
provides valuable insights
ontheimportance of giving
back and being willing to
“get a little dirty” for a
good cause. Student Kyson
has thrived while working
with Mr. Winterland, and

has learned a variety of
skills that will help him in
the next chapter of his life
after high school. Other
service learning projects
have included our middle
school program handing
out treats at the Oregon
Elementary School Kin-
dergarten Trunk-or-Treat.
As relayed afterwards by
student Jacob, “It actually
felt good to be the one to
GIVE the candy.”
Helping establish a
sense of community is also
a foundation of learning
at CEC. Students grow
in their understanding of
how a community benefits
overall from the contribu-
tions of all of its members.
They witnessed this in first
person with the donation of
no-longer-needed soccer
goals from the Oregon
Park District for our school

grounds. Students love
playing soccer during PE
and time outside. The soc-
cer goals are also able to
be used respectfully by the
greater Chana community.

Shell Gas Station of
Oregon recently and un-
expectedly contributed
a donation to our Chana
program from their Giving
Pump Initiative. These
funds will be used to help
support the new weekly
Chana House program.
In the House program,
our students and staff have
been randomly sorted onto
teams to participate in fun
challenges throughout the
yearto earn bragging rights
and a chance to hold onto
the House Cup. House pro-
grams are used to develop
unity, collaboration and
cooperative group skills
using fun competition. So

far teams have spent time
growing as a group and
participating in challenges
like paper tower making,
“Dress like a Teacher” day,
and a bracket paper plate
grab game.

In the academic realm,
students completed their
fall Measurement of Ac-
ademic Progress (MAP)
tests. These assessments
help our teachers identify
the instructional level of
the students, as well as
determine progress in the
areas of reading/language
arts and math. As com-
paredtothe Fall2022-2023
assessment, our students
this fall demonstrated
progress in both the areas
of reading and math, and
met their targeted goals.

Other academic high-
lights include student
Jaxon discovering a spe-

cialized talent for basic
coding through the use of
Touring Tumblers mechan-
ical computers, students
Immanuel and Hayden
unlocking a variety of
mental challenges in our
BreakoutEdu learning
series, and our elementary
and middle school students
producing creative essays
to lure readers to visiting
their uniquely created
haunted houses for Hal-
loween.

In the first part of this
school year, it’s clear that
Chana Education Center
has been a hub of activity,
fostering not only aca-
demic growth, but also a
strong sense of community
and creativity. With more
events and accomplish-
ments to come, the school
year is shaping up to be our
best one yet!

PLANT: City Manager Fiegenschuh discusses Prairie State facility

From page 1

Thecity hasmaderecent
investments in its RMU
electric infrastructure, in-
cluding a new $13.8 mil-
lion electrical substation
at 1630 Ritchie Court and
another substation planned
for the area off Illinois
Route 38 West. Fiegen-
schuh said the city has an
obligation to its ratepayers

toreinvestininfrastructure,
and the improvements
were done in part due to
increases that have been
seen in electrical needs in
town.

Seventy percent of
RMU’selectricalloadisin-
dustrial customers, which
the city manager called
“unheard of” for a town
of Rochelle’s size. RMU
currently borders between

the sixth and fifth-largest
municipal utilities in the
state and hasmore load than
some suburban cities witha
fraction of the population.

Fiegenschuhsaid he be-
lievesrecent RMU electric
investments were made
with an eye toward the
future amid the uncertainty
of the Prairie State Energy
Campus.

“I think the mayor and

councildid a fantasticjob,”
Fiegenschuh said. “We
went out and borrowed
money, but we did it at
two percentinterest. That’s
unheard of now. That al-
lowed us to move forward
with those infrastructure
upgrades. I think it was
a very prudent and wise
move to borrow that mon-
ey. When we took that debt
out, we coincided it with

the closure of Prairie State.
If Prairie State reduces its
footprint or closes in 2038,
the bonds should be paid
off by then.”

The city will continue
to work to see Prairie State
stay open as long as possi-
ble, Fiegenschuh said.

“We go through our state
senator and representative
for legislative issues, but
they’re in the minority par-

ty,” Fiegenschuh said. “We
still work with them, but we
wanttobeatthetableall the
time. We recently renewed
our contract with alobbyist
for RMU. The company we
hired has contacts within
the leadership. They’ve
helped us get to the table.
Having somebody there in
Springfield advocating for
us with a seat at the table is
important.”

NIU BASKETBALL

ON SALE NOW!

MEN’S BASKETBALL

PRICES START AT

SINGLE GAME TICKETS

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
PRICES START AT

GET YOUR TICKETS TODRY!
815-753-7225 | NIUHUSKIES.COM
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POLICE: RPD Chief Pavia details plans for body camera implementation

From page 1

RPD Chief Pete Pavia
said Nov. 15 that the de-
partment already has the
body cameras and equip-
ment in its possession and
is working with the city’s
IT department to imple-
ment them. A dedicated
fiber line at city hall will be
required due to the amount
of data storage the footage
will require.

Pavia hopes to have the
cameras implemented by
the end of the year, and
that will happen as soon
as the tech details can be
sorted out. RPD officers
will undergo two full days
of training with Axon on
the body cameras.

“We applied for the
grants and got a couple
of them applied for some
more,” Pavia said. “It was
just time to do it. I don’t
like to wait on anything.
The money was already
there with the grants and
we wanted to just get the
program going. It’s going
to be a great program. I’'m
not concerned with it. I
tell all of my officers that
if they’re doing their job,
they have nothing to worry
about.”

RPD has submitted an-
other grant application for
$80,000 in body camera
funding and is looking for
more. It would like to have
the entire cost of the body
cameras offset by grants,
Pavia said.

The RPD chief said it’s
still unclear how much of
an undertaking the body
camera footage and storage
will be. He’s seen other
departments of similarsize
that have had to hire a staff
member just to monitor
footage.

The program will be
a learning experience for
RPD administration, offi-

cers and staff, Pavia said.

“The unknown right
now is concerning to the
officers, because they’ve
never had them before,”
Pavia said. “I do have
officers who worked part
time at other agencies that
had cameras and said it’s
not a big deal. It’s just
something new.”

Paviarecently met with
Ogle County State’s At-
torney Mike Rock and
members of his office about
body cameras, mainly their
use forarrests such as driv-
ing under the influence.

“We just talked about
different perspectives and
thingsthey’veseen,” Pavia
said. “I always want the
dosand don’tsand to know
what does and doesn’t
work. It’s a lot of things
that you don’t even think
about on scenes. If you
have two officers dealing
with something, have an
officer stand back and look
at the situation for a good
view.”

City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh has previous
experience with police
body cameras at a past city
he worked for. He said he’s
excited to see the program
implemented.

“I think they’re great,”
Fiegenschuhsaid. “Itreally
does protect the police
officers. It protects them
when they get into situa-
tions with someone they’re
dealing with if there’s no
evidence, it’s he said she
said. These cameras really
will protectour officers and
the public.*

At the Nov. 13 council
meeting, approval was also
given for RPD to purchase
and install equipment for
new police cars. Changes
in equipment had to be
madedueto RPDreplacing
previous Dodge Charger
squad cars with different

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

RPD Chief Pete Pavia said Nov. 15 that the department already has the body cameras and equipment in its
possession and is working with the city’s IT department to implement them. A dedicated fiber line at city hall
will be required due to the amount of data storage the footage will require.

Ford Explorer Interceptors.
Pavia said the new equip-
ment will be able to be
re-used in the future when
thesquad carsarereplaced.
RPD acquired five new
squad cars this year. It had
notpurchasednew vehicles
since 2020, in part due to
supply chain issues not
making it possible.
“There’s just no cars
outthere,” Paviasaid. “We
looked all over and found
them in Pennsylvania.
We were able to get them
here and then it became
a waiting process on the
equipment. Since there’s
no cars outthere, there’sno
equipment either. We use a
company in Lena for outfit-
ting. We had three Dodge
Chargers that nobody had
parts for and they were
breaking down constantly.
We’re getting those outand

getting the new ones in.
It will be a uniform fleet
of cars and equipment. In
2025 when we get new
ones, they’ll know we’re
looking for cars and it will
beaneasy transitionand we
can move equipment over
to new cars.”

Pavia said it is RPD’s
priority to make sure of-
ficers have the best equip-
ment possible.

“We have the most
updated cameras,” Pavia
said. “There are so many
different options for cars
and we try to give them

the most options possible.
A new item we’ll have is
car sensors. If an officer is
sitting in his car, there’s a
sensor around the whole
car and if someone walks
up behind the car, it will
alertthem. It’s very import-
ant to have those things.”
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The proceeds of the sale ofthe calendars
henefit our From The Heart recipients:
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star

Center, CASA, Rochelle Area
Community Foundation, Hub City
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.
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PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

* ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

* IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:

In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest,
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center

In Dixon at: Shining Star
In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Rmboy News office

 BY MAIL: Fill out the form helow and send it in to us and we will mail a
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you!
Shipping fees are added to cost.

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

(Please Print)

ADDRESS:
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I PHONE:

NUMBER OF CALENDARS:

Clip and mail this form along with $23
I (820 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to:
Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068
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OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

OREGON-OnNov.21,
deputies were dispatched
to the 10,000 block of
North Illinois Route 2 in
reference to hit and run in-
jury accident. After arrival,
deputies learned a gray
Dodge Charger driven by
John Arberry, 56, of Byron,
was traveling southbound
in the 10,000 block of
North Illinois Route 2. An
unknown make white truck
was traveling northbound
at the same time when it
entered the southboundlane
and side swiped Arberry’s
vehicle. The vehicle then
left the scene northbound
without stopping. Arberry
was transported to Swedish
American Hospital fornon-
life threatening injuries by
Byron Fire and EMS. The
accident remains under
investigation. If anyone
knows any information
about the offending vehicle
or driver, please contact
the Ogle County Sheriff’s
Office at 815-732-2136.

On Nov. 23, deputies
conducted a traffic stop at
the intersection of South
4th Street and Clay Street
in Oregon. After a brief
investigation, deputies ar-
rested ChristopherT. Staley,
33, of Moline for no valid
driver’s license. Staley was
additionally issued citations
for suspended registration
and operating an uninsured
motor vehicle. Staley was
released on a notice to
appear.

On Nov. 24, deputies
attempted to stop a black
Ford Escape in the 9,000
block of West Illinois Route

72.Thevehicleattemptedto
flee from deputies and con-
tinuedatahighrate of speed.
The pursuit was terminated
as the vehicle entered the
Village of Forreston at a
high rate of speed. A short
timelaterthe vehicleand the
driver, Luis Terrazas Jr., 30,
of Baileyville, were located
on Avon Street in near Lo-
cust Avenue in Forreston.
Terrazas was placed under
arrest foraggravatedfleeing
to elude a peace officer,
driving while license sus-
pended and unlawful use of
aweapon. Terrazas was also
cited forspeeding, operating
a vehicle with suspended
registration, operating an
uninsured motor vehicle, no
front registration, failure to
notify the secretary of state
of an address change, and
improper turn signal. After
further investigation, dam-
aged property was reported
in the 6,000 block of East
[llinois Route 72 and on
scene waspartofthe bumper
and license plate of the
Terrazas’ Escape. Terrazas
was additionally cited for
leaving the scene, improper
lane usage and driving on
the shoulder.

On Nov. 24, deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the Shell gas station park-
ing lot in the 8,000 block
of South Illinois Route 2.
Afterinvestigation, deputies
placed Luis Marrero, 50, of
Montgomery, under arrest
for driving while license
suspended. Marrero was
additionallyissued citations
for operating a vehicle with
asuspendedregistrationand

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

ROCHELLE -OnNov.
26, Hilarion Milan Garcia,
53, of Rochelle was cited
for operating an uninsured
vehicle. He signed a prom-
ise to comply and was
given a Jan. 19 Rochelle
court date.

On Nov. 26, Lisa Kop-
plin, 54, of Rochelle was
arrested for domestic bat-
tery and transferred.

On Nov. 26, Anjolie
Hall, 18, of Rochelle was
arrested for domestic bat-
tery and aggravated battery

of a police officer and
transferred.

On Nov. 26, Glenda
Ponze, 31, of Rochelle was
arrested fornovaliddriver’s
license. She was released
on anotice to appear with a
Jan. 19 Rochelle courtdate.

On Nov. 26, Hilari-
on Milan Garcia, 53, of
Rochelle was cited for
operating an uninsured
motor vehicle. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given a Jan. 19 Rochelle
court date.

operatinganuninsured vehi-
cle.Marrerowasreleased on
a notice to appear on scene
with a future court date.
While on scene, deputies
learned of another driver
whohadarevokedlicensein
adifferent vehicle. After in-
vestigation, deputies placed
Jonathan Marrero, 36, of
Montgomery, under arrest
for driving while license
revoked. Jonathan Marrero
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail, where he was
released on a notice to ap-
pearwitha future court date.

On Nov. 26, deputies
conducted a traffic stop
in the 100 block of West
Washington Street. Afterin-
vestigation, deputies placed
Byron Jones, 32, of Chica-
go, under arrest for driving
while under the influence
of drugs. While placing
Jonesunderarrest, hebegan
resisting arrest before being
placed in handcuffs. Jones
was additionally charged
withthree counts ofresisting
apeace officer and resisting
a peace officer resulting in
an injury (class four felony)
and possession of metham-
phetamine (class two felo-
ny). Jones was additionally
cited for improper lane us-
age. Jones was transported
to KSB Hospital by Oregon
EMS before being released
and transported to the Ogle
County Jail, where he was
held pendinganappearance
in front of a judge. Oregon
Police officers assisted with
the incident.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-

en guilty.

On Nov. 27, a 17-year-
old juvenile of Rochelle
was cited for speeding 60
miles per hour in a40 miles
per hour zone. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given a Dec. 8 Rochelle
court date.

On Nov. 27 at 3:22 p.m.
Laura L. Kunkes, 34, of
Rochelle was arrested for
retail theft. She was given a
notice to appear and a Dec.
15 Ogle County court date.

All individuals are in-
nocent until proven guilty.
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Owned and operate

d by Lutheran Social Services of lllinois (LSSI) o
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities. /-

ffering

Rent based
on 30% of a
Resident’s Adjusted

Gross Income

* Activities

* Secure Entry System
* Community room with kitchen

* On-site coin operated laundry

* On-site management office

* Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
* On-site parking for residents

Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

MANAGED BY:

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois

www.LSSl.org
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Santiago B. Ramos

ROCHELLE — San-
tiago B. Ramos, 81, of
Rochelle, went to be with
his Lord on Saturday, Nov.
25 while surrounded by
loving family at his home.

Santiago was born on
May 31, 1942 in Zacate-
cas, Mexico, the son of
Luis and Piedad Ramos.

Hemarried MariaMon-
telongo on January 29,
1964 in Piedra Negras,
Coahulia, Mexico, and in
1966 he moved his family
to the United States and
began working at the Ro-
chelle Del Monte plant in
1968. He spent his entire
career with Del Monte,
and later Kraft Foods,
retiring in 2005.

Santiago was the fourth
of 11 children, and as a
young teenager he began
working with a construc-
tion crew in Mexico,
which served him well
later in life when he often
took on many major home
projects himself. He be-
came a master brick-layer
and often talked about the
homes he helped build and
brick, including his own.

He was very proud of
the two-story Rochelle
home he totally refur-
bished with the help of
family over the years,
and loved the Christmas
season when his light
displays lit up the block
and attracted many drive-
by views.

Although Santiago had
no formal education, he
was a hard-worker and
quick learner who was
very intelligent about fi-
nances, politics and people
in general, which enabled
himto successfully realize
his dreams in America. In
addition to his working
career, he also acquired
a large apartment house
his father had owned, and
spent several nights and
weekends upgrading the
units and attending to the
needs of his loyal tenants.

Whether at his own
home or his apartment
house garage, he was
always well organized
and believed everything
had its place. Zip ties
were one of his favorite
methods for hanging up
and storing tools and other
home items, and he uti-
lized all sizes and colors,
often drawing laughs from

family members. One of
Santiago’s favorite Christ-
mas gifts was receiving
scratch-off lottery tickets
that were zip tied to a
miniature Christmas tree.

Santiago loved his fam-
ily and could always be
counted on to help his
parents, children, grand-
children, siblings and ex-
tended family with advice
and support when needed.
He greatly enjoyed large
family cookout outings,
playing bags and other
backyard games, and he
is fondly remembered by
his nieces and nephews of
always handing out sticks
of Juicy Fruit gum when
they asked.

He enjoyed traveling
with his wife, Maria, and
on group trips with sib-
lings to various locations,
including Florida, Texas,
Wisconsin, Las Vegas,
Puerto Vallarta, Acapulco
and also Hawaii for a 25th
anniversary celebration.

For the past few years,
he and his wife would
drive up to Cherry Valley
Mall several times a week
to walk for exercise, have
lunch in the food courtand
sometimes meet siblings
for fellowship. Up until
the last few months, the
couple would occasion-
ally venture out for a day
trip to a casino in lowa
or Wisconsin, enjoying
people watching and the
rural farm settings along
the way.

Santiago also made
time to stroll down to the
little league fields in the
summer to watch some
baseball and enjoy a hot
dog for dinner. At home,
he kept up with news on
the Spanish TV channels
and was a regular viewer
of boxing matches, al-
though none compared to
his favorite fighter of the
past- Sugar Ray Leonard.

He was a very kind,
patient and spiritual man
who oftenread Bible vers-
es and privately reflected
aboutthe word ofthe Lord.
Every Christmas and
Easter morning he and his
wife, Maria, would make
the rounds to the homes’
of family members to wish
them greetings, and athol-
iday parties his pre-dinner
prayers were legendary.

Santiago is survived

by his wife, Maria, of Ro-
chelle; five children, Jose
Ramos (Colene Potting-
er), of Hillcrest, Consuelo
Flickinger, of Venice,
Florida, Victor (Jenny)
Ramos, of Hillcrest, Maria
(John) Shank, of Rochelle,
and Santiago Ramos, Jr.,
ofRochelle; eleven grand-
children, Cole Ramos,
Jaimee (Cody) Hinrichs,
Olivia Ramos, Nicholas
(Rachel) Flickinger, Alex
(Katrina) Flickinger, Isa-
iah (Desiree) Ramos, Sar-
ah (Alex) Elam, Jonathan
(Sara) Ritchie, Benjamin
(Morgan) Shank, Brady
Shank and Ariana Ramos;
fifteen great-grandchil-
dren and one on the way;
two brothers, Primitivo
(Petra) Ramos and Gon-
zalo (Josefina) Ramos;
four sisters, Juliana (Al-
fredo) Navejas, Feliciana
Ramos, Abelina (Gumer-
cindo) Hernandez and
Mary (Richard) McCrea;
and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Hewas predeceased by
his parents; two brothers,
Gregorio Ramos and Re-
fugio Ramos; two sisters,
Amelia Ramos and An-
drea Ramos; and son-in-
law, Mel Flickinger.

Visitation will be held
from 1-5 p.m. on Sunday,
Dec. 3 at Unger-Horner
Funeral Home, 400 N.
Sixth Street, Rochelle,
[linois.

Funeral services will
be held at 11 a.m. on
Monday, Dec. 4 at St. Paul
Lutheran Church, 1415
10th Avenue, Rochelle,
Illinois, with pastor Tim
Wolff officiating. Burial
will follow at Lawnridge
Cemetery in Rochelle.

Memorials may be
made in Santiago’s name
to his favorite charity,
St. Jude’s Children’s Re-
search Hospital.

An online guest book
is available by visiting
ungerhorner.com.

Carl E. Dickow

ROCKFORD — A me-
morial service for Carl E.
Dickow, 83, 0f Rockford will
beheld Dec.9at Second First
Church.

The service will begin at
1 pm. in the church, locat-
ed at 318 N. Church St. in
Rockford.

Carl passedaway Oct. 17.

Carl was born April 12,
1940 in Chicago, the first son
ofCarl Emiland Lorraine Sel-
ma*““Sally”’(Kohler) Dickow.

He grew up in Chicago,
attended Lake View High
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School and graduated from
the University of Illinois in
Urbana Champaign. He met
his wife, Ruth Winarski, in
college. The couple married
in 1966 and have two chil-
dren, Laurie and Jason.

After graduating from
the U of I, Carl became a
Certified Public Accountant
and worked for the Internal
Revenue Service before
opening his own practice in
Rockford. He had his own
business for many years
before joining Wilcop & Gi-
olitto LLP, where he worked
until retirement.

Growing up in Chicago,
Carl became involved with
the Sea Scouts a branch of
Boy Scouts of America. As
an adult he was active with
BSA Troop 40 in Rock-
ford, including camping
excursions as far north as
the Boundary Waters and as
far west as Philmont Scout
Ranch in New Mexico. He
especially enjoyed cooking
meals with the Scouts.

He was also active in
Second First Church for a
number of years, serving as
aModeratorand Head Usher
and being involved in many
other church activities and
committees.

In recent years Carl and
Ruth wintered in North

Ft. Myers, FL, where he
volunteered to help fellow
seniors with preparing their
tax returns.

Back home in Rockford,
he enjoyed spending time
with the “boys”, especially
Al, Peter, Russ, and David;
going out to eat and talking
and bragging about family.
He also enjoyed being a
jokester.

Carl is survived by his
wife, Ruth, of Rockford,
children Laurie(Ron) Fomby
ofDelaware, Ohio; and Jason
(Pam)ofLititzPA; grandchil-
dren Lexiand Austin Fomby,
Kate and Steven Dickow, a
brother Terry (Jackie) Dic-
kow of Rochelle, a nephew,
Michael (Megan) Dickow
of Zurich, Switzerland,; and
nieces Cindy (Frank) Holas
of Spring Grove IL; Julia
Dickow and Emily Dickow
of Rochelle: and a sister in
law, Joan (Walter) Dickow
of Grand Marsh, WI.

He was preceded in death
by his parents and a brother,
Walter Dennis Dickow.

Following the memorial,
light refreshments will be
served in the fellowship hall.

Memorials have been
established to Serious Soup
and the Overnight Cafe, both
programs through Second
First Church.
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2023 Ogle County Tentative Multiplier announced

SPRINGFIELD-Ogle
County has been issued a
tentative property assess-
ment equalization factor
of 1.0000, according to
David Harris, director of
the Illinois Department of
Revenue.

The property assess-
ment equalization factor,
often called the “multi-
plier”, is the method used
to achieve uniform prop-
erty assessments among
counties, as required by
law. This equalization
is particularly important
because some ofthe state’s
6,600 local taxing dis-
tricts overlap into two or
more counties (e.g. school

districts, junior college
districts, fire protection
districts). If there were no
equalization among coun-
ties, substantial inequities
among taxpayers with
comparable properties
would result.

State law requires
property in Illinois to be
assessed at one-third of
its market value. Farm
property is assessed differ-
ently, with farm homesites
and dwellings subject
to regular assessing and
equalization procedures,
but with farmland and
farm buildings assessed
according to standards
based on productivity.

The equalization factor
is determined annually
for each county by com-
paring the sales price
of individual properties
sold over the past three
years to the assessed value
placed on those properties
by the county supervisor
of assessments/county
assessor.

If this three-year aver-
age level of assessment
is one-third of market
value, the equalization
factor will be one (1). If
the average level of as-
sessment is greater than
one-third of market value,
the equalization factor
will be less than one (1).

And if the average level
of assessment is less than
one-third of market value,
the equalization factor will
be greater than one (1).

Assessments in Ogle
County are at 33.02 per-
cent of market value,
based on sales of prop-
erties in 2020, 2021 and
2022.

The equalization factor
currently being assigned
is for 2023 taxes, payable
in 2024.

Last year’s equaliza-
tion factor for the county
was 1.0000.

The tentative factor is
subject to change (one)
if the County Board of

Review takes actions
which significantly affect
the county assessments
or (two) if local officials
or others can present
data showing that the
Department of Revenue’s
estimates of the average
level of assessments in the
county should be adjusted.
A public hearing on the
tentative multiplier will
be held between 20 and
30 days after the tentative
factor is published in a
newspaper of general cir-
culation within the county.

A change in the equal-
ization factor does not
mean total property tax
bills will increase or de-

crease. Tax bills are de-
termined by local taxing
bodies when they request
money each year to pro-
vide services to local
citizens. If the amount
requested by local taxing
districtsis not greater than
the amountreceivedin the
previous year, then total
property taxes will not in-
crease evenifassessments
may have increased.

The assessed value of
an individual property
determines what portion
ofthe tax burden a specific
taxpayerwill assume. That
individual’s portion of
tax responsibility is not
changed by the multiplier.

— Zoctelle #rea

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am,
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL
61068. Phone: 815-562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 10:00
am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during am service; Bible Study Tuesday
10:00 am and Wednesday 7:00 pm. Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.com Email:
thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM. - Adult
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC - “To Know Christ and to Proclaim Christ
in Word and Deed” -19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of Perry
Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson, Pastor. Coffee
Hour starts at 9:00 a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult Bible Study
are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. and is broadcast live on Facebook.
Go to our website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click on the link there.
A Grief Support Group meets the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m.
Call or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeelL@gmail.com with questions
or for more information. Also check us out at www.facebook.com/Calvary-
Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068.
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com.
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM.
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church -
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am.
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information.
facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church - (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) - “Making Christ Known Through
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA. You may also e-mail Pastor
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to
join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist Church of Rochelle invites
you to experience our practical Bible services which have nurseries provided
in every service along with a wide range of children’s and teen ministries.
Sunday School is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 am and 1:00
pm. Wednesday Family Night starts at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 5 yr.
olds thru 6th grade. The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 6:30 pm for 7th
— 12th grades and the Adult Bible Study at 7:00 pm. First Baptist Church is
located 6 blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. and 8th Ave. in
Rochelle. Call 562-4168 for more information . Listen at 8:30 am Sunday
mornings on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible Message.” www.
firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle. Phone: 815-562-5221.
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook:
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor: Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm. Sunday school: 10:00 am.
Wed be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to
grow in truth and love for God and each other. A nursery, children’s church,
youth group and small groups are available. If you need a ride please contact
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church - An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev.
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle. Email: info@
placeforgrace.com. Sunday morning worship 9:00amand 10:30am. In person or
streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, Ashton,
815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor.
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook!
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am.
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm.

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road,
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at
10:30 a.m.

Living Water Community Church 405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave.,
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene. (Classes
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion.
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15,
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship
service. We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of
every month, and on other appropriate occasions. Youth group is on Sunday
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects,
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together. Some
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness. Youth group is for grades
6-12 and friends are always welcome. Recorded services are available on our
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine
Thomas Paisley. Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is
welcome and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia;
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.),
PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday,
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30
AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday
8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or
by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director
of Religious Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079;
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com

Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday,
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m. Call 562-6323 for more information
about the school.
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GUEST COLUMN

OCFB’s Ron Kern: The older | get

SAlan Jackson
sings in “The
Older I Get”,

The older 1 get
The longer I pray
[ don’t know why, I
guess that I’ve
Got more to say
And the older I get
The more thankful I feel
For the life I’ve had and
all the life I'm living still

Looking in the mirror
[ realize that the days
of youthful exuberance
have long passed me by.
As I tell my son Will, “I
can still do most of the
things I did at age 30,
it just takes me twice as
long.” As I grow older |
pray I’ve gotten a little
wiser and I know I have
come to enjoy the little
things in life more. So
for the heck of a chuckle
and to entertain this old
man here are some of the

Har P.
.

portrait of Don-

ald Trump and

esus Christ,

sitting side by side in a
courtroom, has apparently
made the rounds on social
media. Their faces were
skillfully drawn to portray
a mixture of sadness and
determination. It’s a look
youmightattribute to Jesus
as he faced Pontius Pilate.

The image illustrates
how loyalty to the former
president and to God have
become one and the same
for many conservative
Christians. This worship-
ful reverence is part of a
belief system, known as
Christian nationalism, that
will play a prominent role
inasecond Donald Trump
administration. What that
might mean for America
cameinto focusinasurvey
published by the Public
Religion Research Insti-
tute last February.

The survey identified
supporters of Christian
nationalism based on how

things getting older have
taught and brought to me.

When one door closes
and another opens, you
are probably in prison.

I remember when I
could get up in the morn-
ing without making sound
effects.

Remember, if you lose
a sock in the dryer it
comes back reincarnated
as a Tupperware lid that
doesn’t fit any of your
containers.

It’s the start of a brand
new day and I’m off like
a herd of turtles.

These days I run like
the winded.

My luck is like a bald
guy who justwon acomb.

Sometimes, someone
unexpected comes into
your life out of nowhere,
makes your heart race,
and changes you forever.
They are called cops.

God, country

strongly they agreed with
five statements:

“The U.S. government
should declare America a
Christian Nation.”

“U.S. laws should be
based on Christian val-
ues.”

“If the U.S. moves
away from our Christian
foundations, we will not
have a country anymore.”

“Being a Christian is
an important part of being
truly American.”

“God has called Chris-
tians to exercise dominion
over all areas of American
society.”

Ten percent of the par-
ticipants agreed strongly
with those statements, and
another 19 percent were
largely in sympathy with
them. Those responders
tended to share other opin-
ions and attitudes about
hot-button conservative
issues like immigration,
race, Jews and Muslims.

A related belief, called
Christian Zionism, was a

You know you are get-
ting old when you bend
down to tie your shoe
laces and start to wonder
what else you could do
while youare down there.

You are only young
once but you can stay
immature indefinitely.

It’s paradoxical
that the idea of
living a long life
appeals to every-
one, but the idea
of growing old
doesn’t appeal to
anyone.

By the time you
turn 80 years old
you have learned
everything. You
only have to remember it.

As you get older three
things happen. First, your
memory goes, and I can’t
remember the other two.

I was thinking how
people tend to read the

pillar of the former pres-
ident’s foreign policy.
It holds that the United
States and Israel have
been ordained by God to
help bring about Biblical
prophesies of the final
battle against the forces
of Satan, Judgement Day,
and Christ’sreign on earth.
The contempt
that Christian na-
tionalists hold for
compromise in
politics becomes
understandable
when you inhabit
this web of Bi-
ble-based certain-
ties. Opposing
ideas are by defini-
tionevil. Youdon’t
compromise with evil.
That’s probably why
they were more likely than
the other participants in
the survey to agree that
“because things have got-
ten so far off track in this
country, we need a leader
who is willing to break
some rules if that’s what it

bible more as they get
older; then it dawned on
me — they are cramming
for their final exam.

I’m 67 and people call
me middle-aged. How
many 134-year-olds do
you know?

I don’t drink alcohol
anymore. [ can
getthe same effect
just standing up.

You know you
are getting old
when everything
either dries up or
starts to leak.

The older I get
the fewer things I
find worth waiting
in line for.

I had my patience test-
ed. Itcame back negative.

I’m so old my blood
type is “discontinued.”

The older I get the
more clearly I remember
things that never hap-

Ron
Kern

pened.

I’m at the age where
my back goes out more
often than I do.

I have successfully
negotiated the 30-year
transition from wanting
to stay out late to wanting
to go to bed.

When 1 was young
I was called a rugged
individualist. When I hit
my 50s they called me
eccentric. Here l am today
doing the same things |
did in my younger days,
and they call me senile.

Don’tbotherwalking a
mile in my shoes, that’s
boring. Spend 30 seconds
in my head — that’ll scare
ya!

When you are sitting
on a park bench and a
stranger sits down next
to you just stare straight
ahead and ask “Did you
bring the money?”

When someone asks
me what did you do over
the weekend, I squint and
ask, “Why? What did you
hear?”

I complain about the
years flying past, but then
I look in the mirror and
see that very few of them
actually got by.

Firstyou forgetnames,
then you forget faces, then
you forget to pull your
zipper up, then you forget
to pull your zipper down.

Last one from the
time-tested great — Ann
Landers...

At age 20, we worry
about what others think
of'us. Atage 40, we don’t
care what they think of us.
Atage 60, werealize they
haven’t been thinking of
us at all.

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County
Farm Bureau.

and Donald Trump

takes to set things right.”
And why they were more
likely to express support
for violence in the pursuit
of political goals.
Christian nationalism
would produce profound
changes within America
if it were in control. Its
implications for foreign
policy in an unsta-
ble world infested
withnuclear weap-
onsare frightening.
Underlying it all
is a willingness to
abandon democrat-
ic practices when
they don’t produce
a desired result.
Christian na-
tionalismisn’t pop-
ular. Most of the survey
participants who had heard
ofitvieweditunfavorably.
Alarge majority expressed
apreference for Americato
be home to many faiths. A
poll published by the Pew
Research Center on Oct.
27, 2022 likewise found
that most participants

Lowell
Harp

opposed it, if they knew
about it at all. Subjects
in that study agreed by a
wide margin that churches
should stay out of politics.

Christian nationalism’s
power is significant never-
theless. Small, but high-
ly-motivated groups can
enjoy an influence beyond
theirnumbers in the United
States, where deeply em-
bedded institutions favor
minorities and enable
them to attain positions of
authority.

This is how a Christian
nationalist, Michael John-
son, has risen to the pow-
erful position of Speaker
of the House of Repre-
sentatives, in spite of his
unpopular beliefs. Others
with the same world view
inhabit Congress and the
rest of our government.
Christian nationalism’s
most prominent advo-
cate, Donald Trump, will,
should he win in 2024,
re-enter the White House
with a promise to enact its

agenda.

He and his supporters
say that that the founders
of our nation intended for
religion to be at the core
our government. Others,
quoting Thomas Jeffer-
son, insist that the First
Amendment erected a
wall between religion and
politics.

America has in fact
alwaysbeen a hybrid crea-
ture, with both instincts
coursing through its veins.
This messy contradiction,
with all its turmoil, is part
of what makes America
a democracy. A govern-
ment-sponsored religion
is not.

Lowell Harp is a retired
school psychologist who
served school districts in
Ogle County. His column
runs monthly in The Ogle
County Life. For previous
articles, you can follow
him on Facebook at http.//
fb.me/lowellharp.

How to contact
government
officials

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood

1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.
20515

(202) 225-6201

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

Have a letter you want
to submit to us? Send
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Rochelle City Council

* Denotes Chairman/President

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Hillcrest Village Board

*John Bearrows jbearrows@rochelleil.us *Richard Rhoads
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org Pam Pittman

Bil Hayes bhayes@rochelleil.us John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org Dan Potter
Rosaelia Arteaga rarteaga@rochelleil.us Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org Tim Ball

Dan McDermott dmcdermott@rochelleil.us *Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org Jose Huerta

Tom McDermott tmcdermott@rochelleil.us Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org Eileen Braski

Benjamin Valdivieso

Rochelle Elementary School Board

bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us

Joe Lenkaitis
Kristi Gonzales

jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Joe Thompson

Flagg Township

rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
ppittman@hillcrestil.us
dpotter@hillcrestil.us
tball@hillcrestil.us
jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
ebraski@hillcrestil.us
jthompson@hillcrestil.us

*Trisha Vaughn tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net Ogle County Board Dist. 3 Sue Messer flaggtwp@rochelle.net

Dave Casey dcasey@d231.rochelle.net Austin Gillis agillis@oglecounty.org Joanna Patrick flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net

Steve Builta sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net Dan Miller dmiller@oglecounty.org Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net

Ashley Jackson ajackson@d231.rochelle.net Joseph Simms jsimms@oglecounty.org Scott Seebach scottseebach@gmail.com

Stephanie White swhite@d231.rochelle.net

Javier Zepeda jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net Ogle County Board Dist. 4 Board of Trustees

Jennifer Thompson jthompson@d231.rochelle.net Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org Lance Noggle noggle62@gmail.com
Skip Kenney skenney(@oglecounty.org Eric Gruben egruben@comcast.net

Rochelle Township High School Board David Williams dwilliams@oglecounty.org Susan Hager susanhager303@comcast.net

*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org Jim Kenney jimk@rocketsupply.com

Bill Ravnaas bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org Creston Village Board

Jeff Tilton jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org *Tom Byro tommyb_47@yahoo.com Flagg-Rochelle Library

Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org Greg Hopkins ghopkins522@comecast.net *Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net

Brent Ohlinger brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org Steve Katzman skatzman@essex 1.com Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net

Laurie Pillen laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org Mike Kerns ac.kerns@comcast.net Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net

Joel Thompson joel.thompson@rthsd212.org Curt Ward caward92@comcast.net Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Reid Elliot Susan Sevedge nitl pri22@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton Darci Waltrip doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader
encourages responsible letters to
the editor on subjects of interest

to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or
to avoid obscenity or libel, but
ideas will not be altered. All
letters must bear the handwritten
signature of the writer and include
address and phone number or
e-mail address for verification
purposes. Neither the street
address nor phone number will
be printed. Letters should be

typed or legibly handwritten,
and no anonymous letters will
be published. Any letters from
boards or organizations must
include at least one name of an
individual. Any criticism of public
officials should be limited to issues
related strictly to their position or
actions made in office, as personal
attacks will not be published.
Letters involving private disputes
between the writer and a business
will not be published. Political
endorsements will be published,

however letters from candidates
endorsing themselves will not be
printed. Letters may be dropped
at the News-Leader office (211
IL Route 38 East), mailed to the
News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle,
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@
rochellenews-leader.com.) The
News-Leader reserves the right
to edit or reject any letter to the
editor for any reason, and letters
chosen for publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of this
newspaper.
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RPD awarded STEP grant for additional traffic safety efforts

ROCHELLE — The
Rochelle Police Depart-
ment has been award-
ed a Federal Fiscal Year
2024 Sustained Traffic
Enforcement Program
grant to conduct additional
traffic safety efforts. The
STEP program focuses
on high-visibility enforce-

ment and strategies aimed
atsavinglives and prevent-
ing injuries by reducing
traffic crashes.

During the STEP grant
year, which runs from Oct.
1, 2023, through Sept. 30,
2024, the Rochelle Police
Department will conduct
additional enforcement

efforts to supplement man-
datory and optional cam-
paign enforcement dates
scheduled during some
of the deadliest times of
the year.

The supplemental ef-
forts will focus on the
leading contributory causes
of crashes: speeding, im-

paired driving, electronic
device use, failure to yield
and disobeying traffic con-
trol signals, as well as oc-
cupantrestraint violations.

The STEP grant is fund-
ed by federal highway
safety funds administered
by the Illinois Department
of Transportation.

Sisson joins Stillman Bank as VP and commercial loan officer

ROCKFORD - Still-
man Bank is pleased to
welcome Jennifer Sisson
as vice president and
commercial loan officer,
according to Thomas
R. Hughes, president &
CEO. In her position, Jen
will primarily be involved
with new business devel-
opment and commercial
lending. She will work
from the Rockford office
at 8492 E. State St.

Jen has 25 years of
experience in the banking
industry with 20 of those
years incommercial bank-
ing services. She is also a

graduate of Commercial
Lending School through
the Illinois Bankers Asso-
ciation and holds her Real
Estate Broker License in
the state of Illinois.

“We are pleased to
welcome Jento ourteam,”
Hughes said. “Her ex-
tensive knowledge and
background in commer-
cial lending will further
strengthen our ability to
assist our business cus-
tomers and help them meet
their goals. Additionally,
Jen’s community involve-
ment aligns with our
longstanding history of

making our communities
a better place to live and
work.”

A lifelong resident of
Boone County, Jen cur-
rently serves as a board
member and treasurer for
Boone County CASA,
Women of Today’s Manu-
facturing, and the Belvid-
ere District #100 Charita-
ble Foundation. Sheisalso
apastboard member ofthe
Belvidere Area Chamber
of Commerce and a mem-
ber of the Cosmopolitan
Club of Belvidere and
the Rockford Network of
Professional Women.

Sisson can be reached
directly at 815-332-8845
or jens@stillmanbank.
com. To find out more
about Stillman Bank’s
products and services,
please visit www.still-
manbank.com.

Stillman Bank is an
independently owned
community bank founded
in 1882. The bank has
approximately $580 mil-
lion in assets and operates
full-service banking offic-
es in Byron,

Oregon, Rochelle,
Rockford, Roscoe/Rock-
ton and Stillman Valley.

Free pictures with Santa at the Lincoln Arts Center

ROCHELLE — Santa
ClauswillbeatLincolnArts
Centerat 108 S. Main St. for

pictures with children free
ofcharge to the community.
Datesinclude Dec. 3 and

10(Sundays) from2-4 p.m.
and Saturday, Dec. 16 from
10 a.m. to noon. A back-

ground willbe provided, but
attendees must bring their
own cameras for pictures.

— - - = <',
- BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - g
S Dec.1 Dec. 11 Dec. 22 Dec. 31
— Brooks Bridgeman Samantha Johnson Deb Wooten Jamey & Nicole King -
Josh Perkins Theo Ujcic (anniversary) -
- Kennedy Smith Dec. 12 Ruth Allen
S — Tim & Megan South Dec.23 Hayleigh Jones "2
- Dec.2 (anniversary) Tristen McGuire
_— Dylan Rosenbach Jax Sullivan Bailey Dolister Jan.1 _ad
Dave Jones — -
‘s Dec.3 Dec. 13 Dec. 24
- Ty Vongsiri Kellen Eggenburg Luke Gilliam Jan.3 —
- «» Annabelle Sexton Jeff Dickey Justin Sandoval N -
- Kenlee Hayward Dec. 25
Dec.4 Maribel Ortiz Jan.5 -
E=-] Teresa Dodillet Dec. 20 Alaina Eubankz b
- Amanda Avila Dec. 26 Grace Yates - .y
Dec.6 Emilyn Voight Annette Sulser Sandra Ramirez
S‘ Kelly Smith — —
Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan.6 PR
- Dec.9 Jacob King Chris Prosser Carson Johnson -
- Claire Johnson Bill Patrick Debbie Bonacquisti —
- Angie Mitchell Dec.29 _——
Dec. 10 Kelsey Rogers —
Mary Helfrich . - P o P
- _ - - - ’. _— A - ‘- -

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

2023
Frome The Heart

Calentar

Nov. 7 - Jim May, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 8 - Elsie Johnson, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 9 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Nov. 10 - Rochelle Chamber, $250

Nov. 11 - Hayvin Neale, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 12 - Nathan K. Timm, Rochelle, $50

Nov. 13 - Deanna Wooten, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 14 - Cindy Goldman, Ashton, $25

Nov. 15 - Jackson Graber, Rockford, $25

Nov. 16 - Paul Mott, Wautoma, WI, $25

Nov. 17 - Shane Waters, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 18 - Rita Thompson, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 19 - Ed Deets, Dixon, $50

Nov. 20 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Nov. 21 - Daniel Pineda, Ashton, $25

Nov. 22 - Zekelman Employee, $25

Nov. 23 - Dustin Shafer, Rochelle, $500

Nov. 24 - J’'Sondra Veracini, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 25 - Willa Wood, Lindenwood, $25

Nov. 26 - Heather Bresson, Ashton, $50

Nov. 27 - Jessica Curatola, Ashton, $25

Nov. 28 - Laurie (Mrs. Dennis), Chana, $25

Nov. 29 - Tina Graber, Palatine, $25

Nov. 30 - Nick Vilmin, Byron, $25

Dec. 1 - Tim Postula

Dec. 2 - Erin Odle, Steward, $25

Dec. 3 - Daniel and Niki Tobler, Davis Junction, $50

5 Coffee Break

Bald
Bare
Bone
Buffle

Clear Gray
Dead Light
Double FPig
Empty Red
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up., down and diagonally
Umlisted clue hint: A NMAT.E BOVINE

Spear
Thick
wwWrong

D2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reservecd.
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Super Crossword

TRIMMING UP

ACROSS 47 One giving 97 Ring legend 4 Cerfain plows 44 Eye color, 80 “Girls” creator
1 Sports avents technical Muharmrmad and tractors eg Dunham
played by advice o 98 Speechify 5 Givea smile 46 ltchy, 81 Legal exam,
visiting teams wizards? 100 Clock setting B Ed of "Gus” rmedically for short
10 Obeys 52 Bullin a ring at the rear of 7 Trim grass 48 Make weak 82 Former court
reluctantly 54 Structure a ship? 8°Do Ya" 49 Figeon sound king Arthur
16 Boho-chic near a tonsil 105 Makes grimy rock gp. 50 Geologic 84 Lying
Aussie boots 55 "Othello” 106 Eye color, 9 Wash, bigwig span adjacent to
20 Arched shoe adversary eqg. 10 Good, in 51 Shearer of “A 85 Epps of
part 56 Relatives of 107 Non-Spanish Syrain Free Soul’ “Seream 2"
21 Part of UK alpacas spelling of 11 Freeway 53 Sept. follower 86 Giveup a
22 Shetalks on 59 Adversary an Arizona access point 56 Bigwig poker hand
iPhones 60 City area tribe’s name 12 More shrewd 57 Comic strip 87 More boorish
23 Farasites where lots of 111 Pack neatly 13 Begin cry of dismay 88 Trattoria rice
plaguing the radiators are 112 Trim request 14 "X number 5B Sloppy farm dish
Cheshire cat? produced? ... oF what 15 Eccentric area 90 Distress call
25 A party to 63 Sword variety this puzzle 16 Consuming 60 Animal in a 94 — Antiqua
26 Everlasting, 66 Medic takes, based 17 Popular 58-Down 95 Plaid design
poetically 67 Hiking aid on what highball 61 Greeting with 96 Even-scored
27 Above 68 Disgusting its missing 18 Gardeners, a GIF, maybe 98 Nebraskan
ground 69 Untwisting letters spell? farmers, etc. 62 June honoree Native
28 Bedazzled threads 117 Sicilian peak 19 Well-muscled 63 Geologic Americans
29 Worked to overseas? 118 Use a 24 Affront, span 99 Heinstate in
get a different 75 °l think —!" hammer to inrap 64 Chum an office
reward? 77 Mobile’s state fix, perhaps 28 GEICO's bus., 65 Pre-huriicane 101 1392 Super
35 Pizza base 78 Smell 118 Angry cry to 30 Incessantly orders Bowl MVFP
38 Tic-tac-toe horrible a captor 31 Geologic 66 Stuff in the John
win 79 Big ape 120 Promising spans gens pool 102 Humdingsr
39 Geomelry 83 Hoofbeat 121 Lacey's 32 Lead-into 70 Thai 103 Wolfed down
assignments 84 Math student partner on drama language 104 Spying info
40 'Dr.” who doing sums TV 33 Sweetie pie 71 Oppose as 108 To —
raps correcthy? 122 Hugh 34 Should that false {perfactly}
41 Above, 87 Mitley — Jackman film bethe case 72 Snoozing site 109 Living space
poetically 89 — hub about robot 35 Superdeep 73 Aol feature 110 Garman car
42 Yard {tech device} baxing sleep 74 Sticky pod in company
separaltors 91 Widely known 36 Skim, say Cajun cuisineg 112 Circle part
45 Prefix with 92 “Nope” DOWN 37 Spur {on) 75 Entre — 113 Rural stretch
cyolist 93 Narrow 1 Vex 42 Paté de — {between us) 114 Rink legend
46 Combat vet's estuary 2 Doing the job gras 76 Tolkien beast Bobby
affliction, for 94 Guinea pig's 3 Suffix with 43 Hollywood's 79 Astronaut’s 115 Stipend or toll
short cousin clear or vigil Kazan wear 116 51 Fete loc.
1 2 3 4 5 B 7 3 g 10 |11 |12 |13 |14 [15 16 17 |18 |18
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RPD’s Kovacs presents Pink Patch Fundraiser donation

On Nov. 20, Rochelle Police Department Officer Ryan Kovacs and his wife, Katelyn, met with Angela
McCrum, who is the director at Northwestern Medicine Living Well Cancer Resources. The Living Well Cancer
Resources Center is located in Geneva and it provides support and services for those fighting cancer. Officer

Kovacs presented Angela with a check for the $1,575 dollars that was raised during this year’s RPD Pink Patch
Project fundraiser. Officers spent the month of October raising funds for breast cancer awareness. Officer
Kovacs made the donation in memory of his late mother, Tammy Kovacs, who passed from breast cancer in
2015. Officer Kovacs’s mother had spent time at the Living Well Center during her fight against breast cancer.
RPD said it sincerely appreciates all the support that it received in helping to raise money and awareness for
breast cancer.

| RTHS takes first in
| novice speech meet

ROCHELLE — The
Rochelle Township High
School Speech Team re-
cently hosted the RTHS
Novice Meet. Rochelle
took top honors in the
nine-school competition,
beating out Larkin (second
place) and Downers Grove
South (third place).

Individuals who earned
finalist honors included:
William Wise (Tournament
Champion, Impromptu
Speaking), Khalil Win-
ston. (Tournament Cham-
pion, Original Comedy),
Maximus Julian (Tourna-
ment Champion, Extem-
poraneous Speaking), Z
Brizuela (Second Place,
Poetry Reading), Matilda
Gonser (Second Place,
Informative Speaking),
Hailey Bunger (Second

Place, Special Occasion
Speaking), Hailey Bunger
(Third Place, Informative
Speaking), Jimmy Chavez
(Third Place, Extempo-
raneous Speaking), Isa-
bella Biggs (Third Place,
Original Oratory), Bobbi
Henning (Third Place, Hu-
morous Interpretation and
Third Place, Original Com-
edy), Derek Swartz/Lydia
Von Haden (Third Place,
Dramatic Duet Acting),
Alayna Smardo (Fourth
Place, Special Occasion
Speaking), Noah LeFe-
vre (Fourth Place, Poetry
Reading), Storm Devers
(Fourth Place, Original
Comedy), and Noah Le-
Fevre/Storm Devers (Fifth
Place, Humorous Duet
Acting). Speaker of the
week was Hailey Bunger.

County ZBA meeting
for Dec. 28 canceled

OREGON - Due to
lack of business, the reg-
ular monthly meeting of
the Ogle County Zoning
Board of Appeals sched-
uled for Thursday, Dec.
28, 2023 has been can-
celled. The next meeting

of the Zoning Board of
Appeals is scheduled for
Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024
at 6 p.m. at the Old Ogle
County Court House,
Third Floor County Board
Room #317, 105 S. Fifth
St., Oregon.

Rochelle P&Z meeting
canceled for January

ROCHELLE - The
City of Rochelle Planning
and Zoning Commission
will not meet on Tuesday,
Jan. 2, 2024 as regularly

scheduled.

The next Planning and
Zoning Commission meet-
ing is scheduled for Mon-
day, Feb. 5,2024 at 6 p.m.

RTHS: Fuentes, Torres named Critical Thinking award winners

without teacher interven-

From page 1

Gotti has chosen the
Muscular Dystrophy Asso-
ciation as his charity.

Ian Torresisthe October
2023 winner of the Critical

EMP*RE

Thinking Award. lan is a
freshman student who is
evaluating all his options
before deciding on a future
career. His favorite subject
is math, although he was
nominated because he uses

his knowledge of Spanish
to navigate French class,
not only for himself but
for his classmates. lan is
described by histeachers as
respectful and mature. He
prefers to solve problems

TODAY

CARPET=FLOORING

We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

'ﬂ

YouLand

NEW FLOORS BY THANKSGIVING

our BIGGEST saee

" 506 508 505 |

Professional

Carpet &
Flooring

Padding &
Matorials

Select Styles.

installation

You Can Save Thousands!

*Discount is applied to the reguls rI rice ¢ select styles of carpet, hardwood, tile, vinyl, and laminate,
hasic installation, r anclar ||'|'|r1rI|| m. s Upgrades, stairs, take-up of permanentty
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tion whenever possible,
and is willing to help his
peers whenever he can.
He is an eager participant
in class and his sense of
humor is evident in every
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SEAMLESS DEBRIS
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interaction. lan cites his
mother as his role model
because she has modeled
independence, a strong
work ethic, and persever-
ance to both him and his
siblings. Being open to
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SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.
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Get it today. Protected for life.

Call Today for Your

NeY Leafguard FREE Estimate!
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new experiences, working
hard, helping others and
sharing his humor are
things that are important
to [an. lan has chosen the
American Cancer Society
as his charity.
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over 18 yeas of age. I mamied or involved weh @ life partner, bath cohahitating perons must attend and complete prsentation tngether Particpants
mizst hawe & photo 10 and be legally abls to enter into & contract. Tes fetlowing perions are not eligible for this offer; eexplayess of Company oo affiliated
companies ar enlitles, thelr immediale Gamity membes, previous partcpants in § Gempa - home coniltation wiike the past 12 months and all careest

of equal or peeater walue if

It degms 1t pecessary GiFt cand will be malbed fo the particlpant via firstclass Usited Stabes Mall within 10 cays of recedpt of the promotion form, Mol valid In
conjunclion with any otser prmmotion or discount of sy kind. Ofes mod spossoted and b subject in change wilkoot notice prior 1o eiervation: Excepl in (he
N states of MDY and D, where the qiftcard offer (s lmdted 1o 525 Dffer not avattabiz (n the states of CA, B, PA asd M. Expires 1173023



SUNDAY, DEC. 3, 2023

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER « SECTION 1« PAGE 9

Dine with Us!
After a long day of
shopping, come join us for
good food and a relaxing
atmosphere!

Your meal

($15.00 minimum
purchase)

11202023 il

4

1| Follow us on

Facebook
for deals and events!

f)

5532 N Limestone Rd,
Monroe Center, IL61052
815-393-7091

Rochelle Foods

1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com

11202023

Merry Christmas
from The Rink!

Winter Hours:
Friday 7-10PM
Saturday 1-4PM and 7-11PM
Sunday 1-4PM

Special Holiday Hours:
December 23rd 7-10FPM
Decamber 24th and 25th CLOSED
December 26th 1-4PM
December 27th G-9PM
December 28th 6-9PM
December 29th 1-4PM and 7-10PM
December 30th 1-4PM

;‘\Uf '}.‘rf.“

UKULELE STATION AMERICA
& OREGON MUSIC GARAGE

?1 - T T

Acoustic Gultars i Electric Guitars
Bass Guitars - Banjos - Mandolins

Ukuleles * Accessories * and More!

| OREGON MUSIC GARAGE
" (Located directly behind Ukulele Station America)

:|.ooo Washington Street, Oregon, Illinois 61061

Follow us on

(815) 994-1246

We Fix
Boo Boos

‘Davis
Family
Health LLC

A/e@ Ann Toniell; Davis

DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Stay Healtly for
the /

7 Voted Best Family Practice ¢ Best Doctor!

1212 Currency Court,

1201 Meriden Street,
Rochelle, IL » 815-561-8500  Mendota,IL » 815-538-1800

Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections, Suboxone Program

Veteran Owned and Operated * Most insurances accepted

SCAN ME
FOLLOW US ON

@ FACEBOOK

GU
2

b Men - Boys

Hours:
Mon, Tue, Thurs, and Fri 9AM - 5PM
Sat 9AM - 1PM « Closed on Wed.

11202023

Appointments & Walk-Ins Welcome

Kara’s Byron

$4 OFF

: Barber Shop .
Any Service | 233 giacknawk dr. §
E Offer good with coupon. Expires 12/31/23 Byron E

; 815-315-2119 -

Tues-Fri - 9a-5:30p _
Sat - 9a-4p

- Beer
* Wine
'*"Seasonings

. Prlme Rib Roasts

Bt g S
'815-384-3620
rheadons2goicom P e
‘103 N. Main Street | Creston -

}m:'i.'"iffui'kéy
> Ham
' Holiday Favorites

o--..""

7]
“—LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON —

“FACEBOOK

DINE- IN
PICK-UP
DELIVERY
View the menu:
Dog-Hub.com

ONLINE ORDERING
NOW AVAILABLE!

.u-..

4 l 3 N
DOG HU
GVROS HOTDDGS ITALIAN BEEF - BURGERS

V

Monday-Saturday 10:30AM-9PM
Sunday Closed

134 MAY MART DR
ROCHELLE

815-561-0001

We welcome you to
Diamond G Western Store.

_» We are celebrating our 50th year in business.
. Wehavea large selection of
'! western hats, boots, clothes,
* | belts, and buckles, horse
{) care products, tac and

/ much more!

”y.“'
sy S
-

815-562-4050
4564 S. Knoll Rd
Rochelle IL

Sthop Our Local
Unique Goutique!

Raku Potteryworks « Candles « Red Light

Therapy Bed « Cocoon Wellness Pod ¢
Versa Spray Tan « Purses * Jewelery ¢

A - Scarves * CC Hats & Much More! .
Bi{y'i"ii'aiéiéiéé """
GET 2" PACKAGE

Enm
quewe 1/2 OFF1 50
Ava\\ab\e u
ALL PACKAGES INCLUDED. Give a gift of wellness!
Offer good with coupon. Expires 12/31/23
!.rl-n Ill

Celestial Sun Wellnes Spa Boutique & Tanning
8725 NILRt2 - Byron * 815-234-5588

i
~

11202023

Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
Fresh at the farm!

Monday - Saturday 6:30 - 8:00 am
4:30 - 6 pm

(Please bring yo ainers. 24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-762-6867 © PreciousPastures.com Ei
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e
Majeski Motors

SALES AND SERUICE

ROCHELLE
MAJESKHIMOTORS.COM

,,,,,,

Stock # 11711
Stock # 11762A

2014 Audi Q5 2.0T
2017 Ford Edge SEL .
. A Premium Plus AWD
1 OWNER * SUPER CLEAN *

Stock # 11916 Stock # 11610A

2021 Nissan Leaf SV 2011 Chevy Avalanche LTZ
* ALL ELECTRIC * + 98K MILES *

]
AT DU

Stock # 11778
2022 Kia Stinger GT2

Stock # 10742B

2022 Kia Telluride SX
* AWD *

Wlnjesid Yoiors
Your Local Resource For Quality Pre-Owned Venicles

815-562-9000 ‘ 1010 S. 7th St., Rochelle, IL

All prices plus tax, title, license and fees




‘National

December 4

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE!

Great Rate -

Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021
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ALL-STATE HONOREE

Junior Grant Gensler was named an All-
State honoree by the IHSFCA.

See page 2 for more details

RTHS Girls Bowling

Rochelle strikes down Sycamore

Vincent rolls team-high 223 game as Lady Hubs win 2,503-2,154 on Tuesday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity
bowling team opened the
2023-24 season with a big
win over the Sycamore
Spartans on Tuesday eve-
ning. Junior Cassidy Vin-
cent led the team with a 548
series, while sophomore
Kylie McCullough added a
475 series as the Lady Hubs
took downthe short-handed
Spartans 2,503-2,154 in
their Interstate 8 Confer-
ence series opener.

Rochelle took the se-
ries lead after the first
game, which the Lady
Hubs claimed 834-699
behind a series-best 223
from Vincent and a 150
from McCullough. Senior
Makenzie Liezert followed
with a 135 for the Lady
Hubs, who extended their
lead with a 798-676 win in
the second game.

“I was impressed with
what | saw from the girls
tonight,” head coach Eric
Widick said. “They came
out tonight and there were
afew who struggled toward
the beginning, but they re-
ally came along toward the
end. Overall, I was very
pleased with how the girls
performed and I thought

that Cassidy was really
locked in early on... She
had some adversity, but she
bounced back.”

Vincent’s 180 and Mc-
Cullough’s series-best 171
propelled the Lady Hubs to
victory during the second
game. Liezert followed
with a 141 for the Lady
Hubs, who clinched the
conference sweep with
an 871-779 victory in the
third and final game. Senior
Anahi Alanis stepped up in
the final game, shooting a
series-best 183 while senior
Faith Adams delivered a
series-best 130. Rochelle
will continue Interstate 8
Conference action with a
match at LaSalle-Peru on
Thursday.

“I’dlike to see Kylie im-
prove her average from last
season by around 20 pins,”
Widick said. “She bowled
around her average tonight
and I think she has a lot of
potential to improve her
average this year... Anahi
has been someone I can
count on to be consistent
and if she can continue to
bowl consistently, I think
our team will be really
strong. She’s shown that in
the past and if she can bowl
more games likethe one she
did tonight, she’llbecome a
bigger leader for our team.”

[

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Senior Anahi Alanis prepares to throw a shot during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity bowling match against
Sycamore on Tuesday evening.

RTHS Boys Bowling

Sharp mental game lifts Rochelle over Kaneland
Three Hubs roll 600-plus series scores as RTHS defeats Knights 3,445-2,892

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — A
stronger mental approach
enabled senior Sam Trac-
ey to fire a season-high
607 series on Tuesday,
when the Rochelle Hub
varsity bowling team
continued the Interstate 8
Conference schedule with
a home matchup against
the Kaneland Knights at
T-Byrd Lanes.

Rochelle surged ahead
and showed zero signs of
slowing down on Tuesday,
cruising over the Knights
3,447-2,892 to secure the
team’s third conference
win of the season. The
Hubs (6-3, 3-1 Interstate
8) dominated the opening
game against Kaneland,
scoring an 1,156-909
victory behind a series-
best 216 from sophomore
Andrew Powellanda210
from senior Jon Alanis.
Tracey followed with a
200 and senior Christian
Thornerolleda 189 to start
the evening.

“It’s been all season,
but I finally shot a 600
series,” Tracey said. “We
needed this win today and
we gotit. Forme, it’s more
of a mental thing and it’s
about not getting angry at
myself. My thumb was a
little messed up, but we
persevered tonight. We
have good team chemis-
try and most of us have
been doing this for a few
years now. We all know

each other really well and
as long as we aren’t get-
ting angry with ourselves,
we’ll bowl well. We’re
all trying to make good
shots.”

Kaneland battled with
Rochelle during the sec-
ond game, but the Hubs
ultimately emerged with
an 1,130-1,074 win to stay

ahead in the conference
series. Tracey spearheaded
the charge for the Hubs,
shooting a series-best 216
while sophomore Levi
Waddle bowled a series-
best 203. Powell added a
195 and junior Logan Frye
contributed a series-best
191 in the second game.
Rochelle clinched the

conference sweep with an
emphatic 1,161-909 vic-
tory in the third and final
game of the evening. Ala-
nis sparked the Rochelle
side with a series-best 232
to conclude the meet with
a 603 series, while Powell
fired a 206 to finish the
match with a team-high
617 series. Tracey bowed

out with a 191 and Frye
totaled a 190 to end the
evening with a 555 series.
The Hubs will look for
another conference win
during Thursday’s road
match against Sterling.
“We’re looking forward
to the conference and
regional meets,” Tracey
said. “We’ve improved our

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Sophomore Andrew Powell fires his ball down the lane during the Rochelle Hub varsity bowling match against Kaneland on Tuesday.
Powell rolled a team-high 617 series as the Hubs won the match 3,445-2,892.

mental game and we’re re-
ally working on our spares.
Spares can make or break
your game and we had a
meet earlier this season
where we missed about 40
makeable spares and we
endedup losing by 60 pins.
Ifwe would’ve made six of
those spares, we would’ve
won the match.”
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Gensler earns IHSFCA All-
Hello, State Honorable Mention

1 |
neighbor! BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

Alfano’s

Pizzeria and Italian Restaurant g,

Vincg's Puza

Tante T TRADITION
Laite e DIFFERENCE

Enjoya 15% piscount

when Ordering Online at
VincesPizzainRochelle.com
Sk
@’ 815.562.7300

Delivery & Curbside Pick Up
=& =3 1071N 7th St, Rochelle, IL | £}

JOHNSON
TRACTOR

SALES « PARTS « SERVICE

200 Steward Road
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com |

ROCHELLE — Grant Gensler earned
his starting role on the Rochelle Hub var-
sity football team during his sophomore
season, when his older brother Garrett
Gensler stampeded for over 1,700 yards
and 29 touchdowns en route to earning
IHSFCA All-State honors for the second

Huber Ins and Fin Sves Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent
21EILRt.38 finandal
Rochelle, IL 61068 Likea
Bus: 815-562-7011 CALL

o StateFarm-

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Please stop by and say, “Hi!
Imi ard toserving your needs for insurance and

s
d neighbor, State Farm is there.®
DAY.

1001013.1

time. " -
With Garrett now suiting up for the 3 . HUB-REMSEN
DE._.:... bt Northern Illinois University football o — - PRINT GROUP
team, Grant has stepped into his brother’s .4 - 101 Maple Ave * Rochelle, IL 61068
Caring for your F—— role on offense, taking over as Rochelle’s i ' 815.562.7057 * hub-remsen.com
family’s health from starting tailback and rushing for over — . — : 765)
inf:nt to adults. 1,000 yards while scoring 12 touchdowns : — - @ @ ﬁ;{ Ejﬂ g% L
For apoietment, please cal on the ground this fall. Now a junior, ; 4
’ Grant has also brought home All-State T . D

815-227-9594

1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068
Most Insurance Accepted

recognition from the IHSFCA, receiving
a Class 5A Honorable Mention for his
efforts this season. Gensler finished the
2023 season with 1,409 all-purpose yards.

“Garrett has helped me a lot and he
pushes me everyday to try and make me
the best I can be,” Grant said. “He’s a
good role model for me to look up to.
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES It feels good to be honored because I

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Berg-Johnson
A\ Electric

Local People Providing Local Service

worked really hard and I think that hard \ FREE ESTIMATES
Water=\Waste Water, work over the summer and throughout Licensed and Insured
ElectriciiCommunications the season really paid off this season. I

Residential e Gommercial ¢ Industrial

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue

thought I grew the most as an offensive
player this year. I didn’t play much on
offense last year, but I stepped into a
starting role this year and I made a big
difference.”

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

( ’l.' \ IR \ I In addition to eclipsing 1,000 rushing 0
al Al _ gle
: . yards on offense, Gensler returned as : County’s
I I ‘I p I \ [ )[h Rochelle’s starting free safety, finish- T e LT only
[ OAN ing second on the team with 39 tackles . X i AN GM Dealer!
JATIN while addlng.an. interception. Gensl'er (PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE) Colsen e " Renta G
Loans For All Your Needs also played significant reps on special  junior Grant Gensler was named an e Hourfowing - +Mainlesance On Ml Makes

+ Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

I\..c..
JEFF PERRY

teams as a starFing kick' returner and punt  JHSFCA All-State Honorable Mention in
returner. The junior did enough to earn  Class 5A this season.

All-Conference honors from the I-8/KRC

for the second year in a row. ing Rochelle’s 48-0 shutout win over
“I'thoughtthatwe had a greatseasonas  Johnsburg in Week 3, when the junior

ateam,” Gensler said. “We were always tailback exploded for a season-high 204

competing at practice and workinghardto  rushing yards and three touchdowns on

push each other. The regular seasonended 13 carries to lead the offense. Gensler

really well and we worked hard for the turned in another stellar outing during

Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Hackman e Tonia Holland

81575614035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle o
E
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. g

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

815-562-8787 VWww.jeffperry(hevrolet.com

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

conference championship this season. I ~ Rochelle’s 47-0 win against Marengo, « Large menu of foods
Ifyou can dream it, we can build it. want us to build off of this season. [ want ~ when he rushed for 152 yards and three . Rochelle’s famous chicken
to get bigger, faster and stronger so [ can  touchdowns on just six carries. Gensler’s by the dinner or bucket

help the team out even more nextseason.”  lone interception came during Rochelle’s

: . « Hand dipped ice cream & 7&
Gensler emerged onto the scene dur-  40-0 win over Woodstock in Week 1. %

(16 flavors)

PXCOUNTRAGEHODI

DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT §
251 N. ROCHELLE - 562-6039

Stillman

GO HUBS!

#

Earning Your Trust Since 1882

“It feels good to be honored because | worked
really hard and | think that hard work over the
summer and throughout the season really paid
off this season. | thought | grew the most as an
offensive player this year. | didn’t play much on
offense last year, but | stepped into a starting role
this year and | made a big difference”

Rochelle Sales Office * Hwy. 251 N. ¢ 877-613-3050

Rihelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

Grant Gensler

www.stillmanbank.com foic

S
KISHWAUKEE BRIl

= 7 We were Voted Mid-West Truckers —
— COLLEGE — [y . , :
209 Powers Fload, HWy 251N Helr want The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers. ' I I “ H ] l l I

AESIEIE, [ 0l Queens Trucking & Construction Inc n

(815) 562-8792 -
; 322 Errett Road, Rochelle
WWW. furniture. k g
R e IS h £ d u 815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

PLUMERSON

MEYERS

FURNITURE & FLOORING

FREE

H » Tlm&llngerm:uns, & HEATING’ INc.
l:nn!l u!!:]ll§ Estal:::::::1ss1 Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,

* Residential

& Commercial b Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!
Concrete ’
« Additions -y - i . 227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL
' ¥ 815-562-8706
81 5-561 -0099 621 First Ave., Rochelle B www.rochellechiropractic.com
Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured
(815) 562-8784; Now Accepting New Patients!

www.brunsconstructioninc.com HeHOS 019568
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Rochelle Basketball Club offers new opportunity

for youths

New club meets every Sunday from 3:30 to 5 p.m at Rochelle Township High School

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE—Anew
basketball club formed
this year is providing third
through eighth-graders in
Rochelle with an opportu-
nity to sharpen their skills
and enjoy competitive
games with friends.

The Rochelle Basket-
ball Club runs every Sun-
day afternoon from 3:30
to 5 p.m. at Rochelle
Township High School.
Rochelle Basketball Club
President Jeff Dickey
said the club, which was
founded this fall, has seen
anywhere from 50-to-60
kids participating, with
roughly 70 percent of the
participants being girls.
The cost to attend is free
and interested participants
can fill out an online
waiver, which can be found
onthe Rochelle Basketball
Club’s Facebook page.

“We want to generate

some excitement about
basketball at the younger
levels and we’re hoping
that excitement translates
over to success at the
middle school and the high
school,” Dickey said. “We
wanted to create another
offering for the commu-
nity and we’ve seen other
communities have success
with clubs like this and we
don’t want to fall behind.”

Theclubalsoservesasa
supplement to the ongoing
youth basketball league at
the Flagg-Rochelle Com-
munity Park District’s
REC Center, although the
club is not directly affili-
ated with the park district.
The goals of the club in-
clude skill development,
team building and more.
A 3-on-3 tournament was
held at RTHS on Sunday,
with players squaring off
and competing for prizes
including Alfano’s gift
cards as well as RTHS
boys and girls basketball

apparel.

“We work on develop-
ing their skill during the
first half of the day and
then we let them play over
the second halfofthe day,”
Dickey said. “It’s free to
attend and it’s in town so
a lot of the kids see their
classmates when they’re
here. It’s an opportunity for
ourkidsto learn whether or
not basketball is for them.
We’re here every week and
kids aren’t required to at-
tend every week.”

The RBC Board in-
cludes President Jeff
Dickey as well as Vice
President Kristi Gonzales,
Secretary Justin Adolph
and Treasurer Tracy Lun-
dquist. The RBC held its
first session on Nov. 5 and
open gyms will be held
every Sunday from 3:30
to 5 p.m. at RTHS through
March. For more informa-
tion, visit https://www.
facebook.com/profile.
php?id=61552628252169.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

The Rochelle Basketball Club runs every Sunday afternoon from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at
Rochelle Township High School.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

The Rochelle Basketball Club held a 3-on-3 tournament at Rochelle Township High School on Sunday afternoon. Kids between third grade and eighth grade
participated in the tournament, with winners crowned for both the boys and the girls.

COMMUNITY BOARD

Need to get the word out about a

product or serwce you offer7

lee us a call at 815 562- 4171.
We can reach over 9 000 homes’

et i
i CONTACT US
3 -~ | B15-758-8

THEBENRODFINGGCONCAST HET _

E : "« | Famlbyewnad & soersted <7 E ]
i ot ever 50 yaers ¥ E in

Plumbmg Heatmg
& Cooling

| ANDERSON |
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC. | -

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling | . . .

Water Heaters, Water Softeners,

~| Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, |~ : 5 ?
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle

Lic# 055-013999

= T

i

HULL

HVAC & Household Services

Furnaces -
Lhuet Cleaning

Precision Furnace
Clean & Check

$85.00

Includes FREE carbon
monoxide test

R

Alr Conditioners

Boilers
Water Heaters

24/7 Emergency
Service

. 815-561-6551

{owww,. HullHVAC.com

T (815) 562-8784

Rl

F_ AteHe IR

| What Service

Do You Offer® |
562-4171 e

The Rochelle News-Leader

i

Bruns

* Residential &

e Additions

Constronction. For.

Commercial Concrete

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

FREE
ESTIMATES!

ﬁm & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

_ D Strge eds _.

e

Structures

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542
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Start or Renew a 52-WEB|(
News-Leader

513999

and receive a Rotary
Gash Calendar

(2 £759,99 total vabie/)

* Offer expires December 31, 2023

- Volleyball team

- brates
. o csee‘\'em;ar Night
ORTS
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ROCHELLE -

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn
Care and Tree Work.
Mowing, bushes, spring
clean up, weeding
and much more. Call
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave
a message will return
call ASAP. Fully insured,
in business since 1999.
Servicing Rochelle and
surrounding areas.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or
holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique,
I’'m interested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928 or
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON
ONLY) Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair  Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference,  limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby
informed that dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity
basis.

ADVERTISE
WITH US

HILLCREST -
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BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

CRESTON STEWARD

Not sure
why business
IS slow?

IS Not just
a saying
iNn business.

Advertise today
and let your
business be in sight
and in the minds of
your customers.

307
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW, USED
SCRATCH & DENT
e Refrigerators ¢ Freezers
e Washers/Dryers ¢ Stoves

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished
appliances with a
warranty.
6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-262-3900......

-

83 ACt | 1 TRACT
OGLE CO, IL

AUCTION:

LIVE AME GMLINE Al
RAMCHANDEARMALC TIOMNS, COM
AUCTION DATE: 12/12/23
AUCTION TIME: 11:00 &M
AUCTION LOCATION:
FLLUM CREEK CLUB
B4l PaLMYRA RD, DO, IL 81021
IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL
FROFERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC
[0 HEMREY, AGENT: 8158872255
RANCHAMDFARMALUECTIONS COM
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1.02 AC* | 1 TRACT
WHITESIDE CO, IL

AUCTION: ONLINE AT
RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM

TIMED ONLINE ONLY
BIDDING ENDS: 12/14/23 AT 3:00 PM

OPEN HOUSE:

/28| 2-6PM&12/9 |11 AM - 3 PM
23120 ORCHARD LN, ROCK FALLS, IL

BIDS STARTING AT ONLY $700,000!
IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

TODD HENRY, AGENT: 815.997.2256
RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM
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SPORTS

RTHS Boys Basketball

Hubs fall in home opener against Kaneland

Moore scores team-leading 1

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
Rochelle Hub varsity
basketball team had its
hands full with guarding
talented 6-foot-6 forward
Freddy Hassan on Tuesday
evening, when the purple
and white hosted their
home opener against the
Kaneland Knights in Inter-
state 8§ Conference action.

A pair of 3-pointers in
the first quarter helped
spark the Kaneland offense
early on, with the Knights
taking a 21-11 lead into
the second quarter, where
Rochelle junior Cayden
Moore ignited the Hubs
with multiple aggressive
drives and finishes at the
rim. Rochelle needed a
third-quarter rally to fight
back into the game, but the
Hub defense was unable
to contain Hassan, who
scored a game-high 27
points to lead the Knights
over Rochelle 79-56.

“[Hassan] was getting
a lot of his shots on initial
breakdowns at the top of
our defense and that’s
one thing that we have
to fix,” head coach Tim
Thompson said. “They
were making straight line
drivesand we’re having to
help, butwe’renothelping
the helper and we’re not
getting another defender
down to take away. They
were dropping the ball
down to [Hassan] and it
was a layup for him every
time because we weren’t
helping and we were too
worried about their shoot-
ers.”

Kaneland guards Troy-
er Carlson and Preston
Popovich, who combined
for 30 points Tuesday,

each converted 3-pointers
in the first quarter to help
fuel the Knight offense
early on. With the Hubs
needing a spark of their
own,Rochelle turned to its
junior guard Moore, who
scored most of his team-
high 17 points during the
second quarter. Moore
went 7-for-13 from the
field for the Hubs, who
struggled to shoot the
ball as a team, finishing
the game at 32.8 percent
overall.

“It’s all about con-
fidence with Cayden,”
Thompson said. “His
confidence goes up and
down, butI think he’s been
great at attacking the rim
and I want him to do that
more, but I also think he
needs to be better on de-
fense because I think he’s
areally good defender and
I think he can get more
steals, which would lead
to more touches around
the rim. If he can do that,
then I think he can score
anywhere from 17-to-20
points per game because
he’s that kind of athlete.”

Kaneland took a 41-31
lead into the third quar-
ter, where Hassan was
nearly unguardable in the
painted area, finishing sev-
eral close-range shots and
drawing a series of fouls
to reach the free-throw
line. Hassan ended the
night with a game-high 15
rebounds for the Knights,
whobuilta 65-49 lead after
three quarters. Freshman
Brody Bruns provided a
scoring punch for the Hubs
inthe third quarter, sinking
a trio of shots including a
3-pointer for seven of his
11 total points.

“Varsity games are
tough on freshmen and
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7 points as Rochelle concedes 79-56 loss Tuesday
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(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Junior Elijah Harley drives to the basket during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game against the
Kaneland Knights on Tuesday. The Knights defeated the Hubs 79-56 to drop Rochelle to 1-3 on the season.

there are some stumbling
blocks with playing young
kids, but Brody belongs
at this level,” Thompson
said. “He has a knack for
scoring the basketball
and he was fighting the
best he could down low.

He’s learning how to play
defense and how to be
physical. When he starts
to figure it out in terms of
going full speed, the sky’s
the limit.”

Aseries of runout layups
early in the fourth quarter

helped seal the win for the
Knights, who saw Carlson
finish with 19 points and
Popovich finish with 11
points. Senior Eli Luxton
recorded 13 points and
sevenrebounds along with
ateam-highfive blocks and

five assists for Rochelle in
the loss on Tuesday. Junior
Carson Lewis scored nine
points on three 3-pointers
made for the Hubs (1-3,
0-1 Interstate 8), who will
host the Dixon Dukes on
Monday, Dec. 4 at 7 p.m.
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Opportunities for
any situation.

Start your journey today.
kish.edu/register

Kishwaukee College |21193 Malta Road | Malta, IL. 60150 | kish.edu



