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Gila County Fair Board members met frequently over the summer months, grappling with 

the challenge of how to run autumn’s annual livestock auction -- a hallmark event of the coun-

ty fair -- safely, in this year of Covid-19 precautions, and with the fair itself cancelled. They 

voted to take the auction online, in part after scrutinizing the logistics and success of the North-

ern Arizona Junior Livestock Association’s (NAJLA) auction: which brought in $203,000. 

Similar to recent years -- and also similar to the 2019 live auction here in Globe -- the support comes 

from the FFA and 4-H kids’ family, friends, local businesses and the community. Beefing-up the total 
was another $35,000 in add-ons: cash gifts for the kids, generously donated by buyers and commu-

nity members to support the 4-H and FFA youth

And would you believe they even had a buyer joining online from Italy?

There were many unknown factors when NAJLA decided to go virtual as this was a new endeavor 

for everyone. However, with the outpouring support, the board, buyers, and exhibitors were very 

pleased with the outcome. The buyers made sure every exhibitor was taken care of in order to be able 

to participate next year. “Support from our buyers was the key to making this work for the kids - it 

takes supportive, loyal buyers,” said Auction Association President Sherri Brendel. “For example, 

one of our buyers happened to be in Italy and was able to participate. So, one piece of advice I have 

for Gila County in planning your first virtual livestock auction: make every effort you can to engage 
your network of buyers before the auction, and invite new first-time buyers to register.”

“We discovered that quite a few of our buyers were people who have never participated in the 

County Fair Auction before. Nor would they, if they had not been able to log in and do the bidding 

from the comfort of their home,” said Kristi Bennett, Northern Arizona Junior Livestock Association 

board member. “While we look forward to an in-person auction next year, all of the feedback we 

have received has been positive and reassuring that we made the right decision for our exhibitors.”

Continued on page 3

Will Virtual Livestock Auction bring 
home the bacon Sept. 26?
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San Carlos SWFF Type 2 IA Crew received generous grant 

funding to help purchase much needed equipment. See 

more in this weeks Apache Moccasin.

Wildland firefighters recieve new 
equipment
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The San Carlos Apache Culture Center Museum has received a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Ser-

vices in the amount of $82,731. The grant involves a project to work on San Carlos Apache Clans.

Some of the activities of the Project is to take San Carlos Apache Tribal members back to their clan homelands and 

rediscover the plants and foods of the clan homeland. It will also stage Apache Clan Workshops in all of the four districts 

of the reservation, and have a conference on clans to close out the Project. A video recording of all the activities will be 

made to use in continuing to learn about the Apache Clans 

and for archival purposes.

The Project will begin when the San Carlos Apache 

Tribe safely reopens the operations of the tribe.

San Carlos Apache Culture Center receives 

grant

Join a group of 

fellow family care-

givers to discuss 

how to regain hope 

and build resilience 

when dealing with 

the complexities of 

ongoing loss asso-

ciated with caring 

for someone with 

Alzheimer’s and other de-

mentias. In Duet’s Finding 

Meaning and Hope series, 

you will learn skills to help 

you stay strong, healthy, re-

silient and positive as you 

navigate your caregiving 

journey with healing and 

hope. This 10-week discus-

sion series features videos 

based on the groundbreaking 

book, Loving Someone Who 

Has Dementia: How to Find 

Hope While Coping with 

Stress and Grief by Pauline 

Boss, PhD, a leading expert 

on caregiving grief. It is built 

on solid research and years 

of practical experience, and 

it offers real help in healing 

with the challenges, losses, 

and rewarded of being a 

family caregiver of someone 

who is, or is becoming, psy-

chologically absent.

These sessions will be 

offered virtually through 

Zoom. To participate, a com-

puter, tablet, or smart phone 

with a camera and sound ca-

pabilities is needed. We are 

available to assist you with 

setup prior to the meeting. 

Please call 520-836-2758 or 

email maryg@pgcsc.org.

The free sessions will 

be on Tuesdays, form Oct. 

6 through Dec. 8 from 10-

11:30 a.m. A Zoom link will 

be sent once registration is 

complete.

Find Meaning and Hope
A Video Discussion Series for Family 

Members Caring for Someone with 

Dementia
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Joseph Hammer will ride 250 miles and raise $1,500 

during the month of September for Children’s Cancer 

Research Fund (CCRF) in support of its sixth annual 

Great Cycle Challenge USA. 

Founded in 2015, Great Cycle Challenge USA has 

grown to become one of the biggest cycling events in 

the country. In just five years, over 230,000 riders from 

50 states have ridden 18 million miles, raising more 

than $24 million for research and the development of 

better treatments and cures for childhood cancer. This 

year, CCRF hopes more than 80,000 riders will help it 

raise $10 million. 

“Over 15,000 American children are diagnosed with 

cancer every year and, sadly, 38 children die every 

week,” said John Hallberg, Chief Executive Officer at 

Children’s Cancer Research Fund. “Thanks to riders 

like Joseph, we’re fueling ground breaking research to 

save lives and give kids the brighter future they de-

serve.” 

“This is the first time I have participated in Great 

Cycle Challenge,” said Joseph Hammer. 

In August Joseph raised over 

$1,300 and with fundraising continu-

ing until the end of September he 

plans to exceed his $1,500 goal very 

soon. 

Funds go to support research at 

leading pediatric cancer centers 

across America. 

To learn more about Joseph’s Great 

Cycle Challenge USA and to make a 

donation, please visit greatcyclechal-

lenge.com/Riders/JosephHammer. To 

participate in Great Cycle Challenge 

USA, visit GreatCycleChallenge.

com.

Courtesy photo

Joseph Hammer is raising money 

for the Great Cycle Challenge. 

Monies raised go toward funding for 

Children’s Cancer Research. 

Globe rider participates in first Great Cycle Challenge USA

“We had buyers who 

represented a group, one 

registered as “A Group of 

Teachers” with no freez-

er space nor the means 

to buy a full animal, but 

together their group was 

able to purchase one pig, 

which they will divide, so 

they can all taste how tru-

ly amazing this fresh pork 

is -- while supporting lo-

cal kids in this program. 

We watched them as they 

got excited with anticipa-

tion during the bidding 

process - they were so 

nervous that they would 

get outbid -- it was great 

to have them join in on 

the fun. Taking a risk on 

running our auction Vir-

tually made this happen, 

in the past our teachers 

have not traveled to Flag-

staff together to do such a 

thing.

“We noticed Alumni 

buyers from Page, who 

participated for the first 

time in years. They used 

to buy in the past, to sup-

port 4-H, years ago. Be-

ing able to watch and bid 

virtually, getting involved 

again, it was so rewarding 

to see them successfully 

purchase animals and join 

us.

The kids all seemed 

pleased with the final 

prices, they could log in 

and check out how they 

were doing - which made 

it suspenseful. It also 

gave them time to make 

some phone calls and talk 

to their buyers when they 

had questions about pro-

cessing etc.

Uncharted Territory, 

Surprise Success

Joshua Farella, 

with University 

of Arizona’s Co-

conino County 

Cooperative Ex-

tension, oversees 

4-H programs up 

north, and echoed 

the auction board’s 

surprise and plea-

sure with success 

of the auction.

“ N a t u r a l l y , 

there was a lot of 

concern - a virtual 

auction was uncharted 

territory for us, and we 

have passionate parents 

who want the best for 

their 4-H’rs. Thanks to a 

lot of hard work by our 

youth and adult volun-

teers with the Northern 

Arizona Junior Livestock 

Association, our virtual 

auction had 118 lots and 

brought in $203,000, 

which is just about per-

fectly on par with our 

per capita numbers from 

last year. NAJLA did a 

great job bringing in buy-

ers, and working with the 

virtual platform to make 

everything go smoothly. 

We also noticed that our 

buyers stuck around lon-

ger than our traditional 

in-person auctions - they 

really wanted to make 

sure that all of the youth 

got taken care of. The 

virtual event also proved 

to be more fun than we 

expected - ours went for 

three days, so it gave 

folks plenty of time to 

participate, and we heard 

of quite a few auction 

party get-togethers, even 

one group who hosted 

a bidders party on Lake 

Powell!

As of this week, buyers 

may register at bid.virtu-

alstockshow.com.

Questions? Find buyers 

packets at gilacountyfair.

com, call 928-200-0012, 

or email gilacountyfair@

gmail.com.

Bidders & Buyers Team Up continued from page 1
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Local elected officials were recognized by the League of Arizona 
Cities and Towns for their years of service to their communities.

Award recipients were recognized during the League Annual Busi-
ness Meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 1. Due to COVID-19, the League of 
Arizona Cities and Towns cancelled its in-person 2020 conference 
but is holding some of its most popular recurring sessions to help 
members stay in the loop virtually through the AZ League Confer-
ence Week. The League recognizes service award recipients each 
year at its annual conference and awards are bestowed upon mayors 
and councilmembers who have served their communities for eight, 12, 16, 20, and 28 years of service. 

Among the elected officials were Miami Mayor Sammy Gonzales for eight years of service; Miami Councilmember 
Michael Black for 12 years of service; Former Miami Mayor Darryl Dalley for 12 years of service; and Globe Council-
member Fernando Shipley for 12 years of service; Star Valley Mayor Gary Coon for 12 years of service; Kearny Coun-
cilmember Sheila Stephenson for 16 years for service; Kearny Mayor Debra Sommers for 20 years of service.

About the League: The League of Arizona Cities and Towns is a voluntary association of incorporated cities and 
towns in the State of Arizona. It provides policy and legislative advocacy, information and inquiry services, along with 
publications and educational programs to strengthen the quality and efficiency of municipal government. It was founded 
in 1937 to serve the interests of cities and towns and to preserve the principles of home rule and local determination.

Local officials receive recognition for service to 
communities by League of Arizona Cities and 
Towns
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September is the final 
month of the 2020 Cen-

sus -- and San Carlos 
Apache Tribe leaders say 
they urgently need more 
San Carlos Apaches to be 
counted!

The census determines 
how much federal mon-

ey San Carlos receives 
over the next 10 years 
for roads, social services, 
schools -- support for the 
San Carlos Healthcare 
hospital, Apache elders 
and preschoolers.

And get this: only 12 
percent of San Carlos 
Apaches have been count-
ed as of last week.

How can you help?
Every Monday during 

September, stop by No-

lines in Peridot between 
10 a.m.- 2 p.m., and ask 

Kodee, Debi or other 
friendly census work-

ers to help you complete 
your census -- they will 
be equipped to complete 
them right there, onsite, 
and will send you home 
with freebies, too, as a 
Thank-You!

In fact, it has never 
been easier to complete 
your own census. The 

2020 census can be done 
easily online, and those 
who don’t have a comput-
er or internet access may 
call a toll-free number and 
provide your info over the 

phone. That number 
is 844-330-2020, 
follow instructions, 
and a census worker 
will take your in-

formation over the 
phone. Again, that 
number is 844-330-
2020.

Or do your census 
right now, online! If 
you have internet ac-

cess or a smartphone 
-- do your own cen-

sus online, now -- its easy, 
and only takes about five 
minutes.

Get started at 2020cen-

sus.gov

San Carlos: Stop by Nolines Monday and 

Please Do Your Census!
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María Engracia López 

was born, in her parents 

home in Grover Canyon, 

Claypool, Ariz. in Oc-

tober 1936. She was the 

middle of seven children 

born to Ventura and María 

Granillo López. María 

spoke only Spanish, and 

quickly learned, after 

starting elementary school 

at George Washington 

School, that she would be 

spanked for not speaking 

English, a language she did 

not yet know. She learned of 

school segregation, where 

Mexican children were kept 

separate from non-Mexican 

children during recess. 

Consequently, María chose 

not to speak at all during 

school classes and would 

later decide she would 

never teach her children to 

speak Spanish.

María grew up at the end 

of the Great Depression 

and during World War II, 

where, as a child, she col-

lected tin foil from chew-

ing gum wrappers, went all 

summer without wearing 

shoes, learned how to make 

lye soap, had fresh milk 

and churned butter from 

the family owned cow, nev-

er went to the doctor, even 

when ill, because “doctors 

are for the dying only,” and 

played every day with her 

beloved siblings Teodoro 

“Ted” Concepción “Con-

nie” Rudolfo “Fito” Joseph 

“Joe”, Jovita “Jaye,” and 

Ventura “Ben.” On Memo-

rial Day in 1948, at age 11, 

María was featured in a lo-

cal newspaper story, play-

ing softball with the Grover 

Canyon Ladies, who were 

all teenage girls, except 

for María. The story read 

in part, “The spectators 

saw little eleven year old 

Mary Lopez make the top 

hit of the game when she 

slugged the ball to make 

a home run and wait for 

someone to go get the 

ball.” The opposing team 

had sorely underestimated 

the little girl, my mother, 

who was a natural-born 

athlete.

María attended Miami 

High School and gradu-

ated as Salutatorian and 

Senior girl with the highest 

grade point average. María 

was the only Hispanic in 

the Graduating Class to 

give a Commencement 

speech. The story goes 

that the school principal 

called María into the office 
and informed her it wasn’t 

necessary for her to give 

a speech at the graduation 

ceremony. An alternative 

would be chosen in her 

stead. Although my mother 

was a quiet, shy person, she 

discerned what was being 

suggested, and informed 

the principal that she would 

indeed give a speech for the 

ceremony. And at the May 

26, 1955 MHS Commence-

ment Ceremony, María 

Lopez gave the address, 

“Culture: Unlimited,” and 

she did so, she told me, by 

swallowing her anxiety and 

taking her glasses off so as 

not to be able to see the fac-

es of the audience clearly. 

She was proud of her cour-

age and tenacity, knowing 

that principal had sorely 

underestimated her.

Besides being an accom-

plished student at MHS, 

María was also a member 

of the Girl’s Athletic As-

sociation and Intramural 

(4 years), was Senior Class 

Treasurer, was a member 

of the school newspaper 

and year book staff, was an 

Honor Club member, was 

in the Chorus and Vespers, 

was a Traffic Patrol mem-

ber, was a member of the 

school Rotary, Homemak-

ing, and Pep Clubs, was on 
the school Volleyball team 

(4 years), participated in 

the school Open House, 

F r e shman-Sophomore 

Brawl, Senior Day, and the 

May Festival. María also 

was inducted into the Quill 

and Scroll Honor Society 

and the Zonta Girl of the 

Month Club, a woman’s or-

ganization.

During her senior year 

at MHS, María worked, 

after school, at the Miami 

Library under the super-

vision of Ms. Sheves, Li-

brarian. My mother was a 

diligent, precise and task-

oriented worker and Ms. 

Sheves asked her what her 

plans were after gradua-

tion; inquiring if perhaps 

she would like to become 

a nurse. Never a contrarian, 

my mother responded, yes, 

she thought she would like 

to become a nurse. And so, 

never suspecting my moth-

er’s intolerance at the sight 

of blood or other bodily 

fluids, or her propensity 
to heave while changing a 

baby’s diaper, Ms. Sheves 

secured a scholarship ap-

plication to St. Joseph’s 

Hospital Nursing School 

and my mother dutifully 

completed and submitted 

it and was accepted into 

the program. My queasy 

mother attended three years 

of nursing school, working 

any available job within 

the St. Joseph’s Hospital, 

on weekends, holidays and 

breaks, in order to pay her 

way. She was once asked 

by a doctor, while observ-

ing/assisting in surgery as 

a student, if she wouldn’t 

mind taking a specimen 

to the lab. She agreed and 

was horrified to learn the 
specimen was the ampu-

tated leg of an adult male. 

It weighed almost as much 

as she did, given her petite 

stature, but she was able to 

accomplish the task with 

stomach intact. María went 

on to graduate from St. 

Joseph’s Nursing School. 

Great thanks to Ms. Sheves 

for her wisdom, insight and 

investment in my mother, 

whom she did not underes-

timate.

In 1958, María became 

a Registered Nurse, a wife, 

and a mother. She would 

have three children: Cece-

lia, Patricia and Joe Paul, 
who all grew up, attended 

and graduated from Miami 

Schools and went on to 

obtain college degrees. In 

her time, María served as 

a Registered Nurse at Gila 

General Hospital, at Miami 

Inspiration Hospital, and 

at the Clinic in Claypool. 

Among a number of areas 

of nursing, María was an 

Industrial Nurse for Pinto 

Valley Mining, a Supervis-

ing Nurse, an Operating 

Room Nurse, an Obstetri-

cal Nurse, an Emergency 

Room Nurse, and a Gila 

County Health Department 

Nurse. In this final capac-

ity, María was instrumental 

in significantly increasing 
the volume of childhood 

vaccinations of Gila Coun-

ty children.

María spent her retire-

ment years crocheting, 

knitting, making quilts, 

visiting family, and listen-

ing to songs by Elvis or 

to old Mexican ballads. 

She enjoyed her children, 

grandchildren and great 

grandchildren. She was 

a wonderful cook, mak-

ing delicious home-made 

Mexican food. We loved 

gathering to help her make 

tamales and menudo (well, 

maybe not so much the 

menudo). My mother’s 

kitchen often held the 

mouth watering aroma of 

fresh cooking tortillas, and 

how many buttered tortillas 

we ate along the way. My 

mom lovingly shared her 

cooking delights not only 

with her family but also 

with her neighbors, and 

those who would help with 

her house or yard tasks, 

but who would not accept 

payment. They did receive 

payment ... in fresh, home-

made tortillas! She also 

made wondrous breads, 

cakes, pies and candies. 

I was often told that my 

mother’s fudge was the 

best in the world.

In overcoming the many 

hurdles and barriers pre-

sented to her, María López 

was a woman of substance. 

She loved her family, her 

faith, her community, and 

derived great satisfaction 

in her nursing career. She 

loved to laugh and gather 

with her siblings, re-telling 

the stories of their child-

hood and the mischief 

they could get into being 

so many, including cous-

ins and Grover Canyon 

friends. María was a well-

known, home-town trea-

sure and took pride in her 

Mexican roots, history and 

accomplishments as well as 

the accomplishments of her 

children.

María was a life-long 

Catholic and prayed the 

Rosary every day. She be-

came ill with Alzheimer’s 

Disease and eventually 

went to live in an assisted 

living home in east Mesa, 

in 2017. She passed away 

in August 2020 due to com-

plications from the COV-

ID-19 virus. 

She was preceded in 

death by her parents, Ven-

tura and María López, her 

brothers Ted and Fito. She 

leaves behind her three 

children, her five grand-

children, Stephanie, Erica, 

Yvette, Jeremiah, and Rio; 

her 11 great grandchildren, 

Aubre, Jacob, Ezekiel, 

Christopher, Julius, Elijah, 

Eleandra, Jazalynn, Jayace, 

Kadin and Zoley; one great-

great grandchild, Christo-

pher, Jr.; her siblings, Con-

nie, Joe, Jaye, Ben and Al; 

and many, many loved fam-

ily members.

Services will be planned 

at a future date.

Hasta que nos encontre-

mos de nuevo. Te amamos 

querida madre.

María Engracia López 
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Larry Neil Henderson
Larry Neil Henderson, 

77

It is with great sadness 

that the family of Larry 

Henderson share his pass-

ing on Sept. 5, 2020.

He is preceded in death 

by his beloved wife Geor-

gia. He is survived by his 

brother Bob (Jean) Hender-

son of Riverside, daugh-

ters Cathy (Dennis) Hogle 

of Wisconsin, Dee (Steve) 
McGowen of Nevada, son 

Michael (Melissa) Hen-

derson of Claypool and a 

multiple of grand and great 

grandchildren.

As per his final wished 
no services will be held. 

he family will hold a pri-

vate service at a later date. 

He was loved and will be 

severely missed.

Deadlines for Obituaries

Obituary deadlines are on Mondays at 8 a.m. for the 

Copper Country News and Mondays at 10 a.m. for the 

Arizona Silver Belt. Obituaries can be submitted by email 

at obits@silverbelt.com, or in person at 298 N Pine 

Street in Globe. For more information, call the office at 
928-425-7121.

Joann Marie Thompson

(May 6, 1954 to Sept. 

10, 2020)

Joann Marie Thomp-

son entered into Heaven 

on Sept. 10, 2020 at Mt. 

Vista Medical Center in 

Mesa, Ariz. Joann was 

born on May 6, 1954 to 

Daniel Andrew and Pris-

cilla (Enos) Stevens. She 

was born and raised on the 

San Carlos Apache Res-

ervation. Like everyone 

else, she attended school 

at San Carlos Day School, 

and then Globe High 

School where she gradu-

ated. Joann later attended 

Northern Arizona Univer-

sity in Flagstaff, Ariz. and 

when she returned home 

she completed her studies 

with Prescott College and 

Eastern Arizona College 

and received her teaching 

degree in Elementary Edu-

cation. Joann has worked 

in many agencies in San 

Carlos, working with CPS, 

with the San Carlos Health 

Department as a Health 

Educator, as an Alco-

hol and Substance Abuse 

Counselor, AIDS Counsel-

or, a Save the Children Co-

ordinator, Youth Wellness 

Center Director, and even 

working in Globe with the 

Consejo Counseling Facil-

ity. Joann also was a Head-

start Teacher, and taught 

for 18 years at the St. 

Charles Catholic School 

and additionally served 

many years with the San 

Carlos Unified School Dis-

trict School Board. Always 

putting others first, Joann 
constantly gave where it 

was needed, she would of-

ten think of creative ways 

to help the community and 

her students as it never 

failed for her to put her 

children to work on a com-

munity project. She always 

wanted to give more than 

expected and was the type 

of person who was always 

giving and sincere.

Married on Sept. 1, 

1972, Joann married her 

high-school sweetheart, 

Paul Thompson, Jr. (who 

was also G.H.S. Home-

coming King and she was 

Queen). They had eight 

children; Tia, Tianna, Dan 

Paul, Kateri, Paul III, Levi, 

Anna, and the late Paula E. 

Thompson of whom she is 

with in Heaven. A Catho-

lic woman of faith and an 

Apache Traditional be-

liever, Joann also had five 
ceremonial god-daughters; 

Amy Kenton of Peridot, 

Melody Nosie of San Car-

los, Gabrielle Jackson of 

Camp Verde, Shaylene 

Henry of Peridot, and 

Jasmine Jackson of Gil-

son Wash and numerous 

Catholic Godchildren. 

Joann was a grandmother 

to 12 and also had six great 

grandchildren.

Joann was an avid be-

liever in prayer and faith. 

She was constant in calling 

upon the Lord for her fami-

ly and others. When speak-

ing with her, she was quick 

to find an opportunity for 
life lessons, Godly advice, 

and teaching and sharing 

different experiences with 

you as well as telling you 

that she would be pray-

ing for you. As a teacher, 

mother and counselor, she 

was stern and disciplined. 

She often challenged her 

clients, students, chil-

dren and younger family 

members to set goals and 

achieve rewards and prizes 

she created or attained for 

them. Joann loved the fall 

season and colors and was 

happiest next to a warm 

fireplace to read her books 
of choice or enjoy the 

questions and rapport with 

her family. With a large 

family and grandchildren, 

it was never uncommon 

for Joann to have little hol-

iday goodies for the grand-

kids and children and have 

the house decorated for 

every season and holiday. 

Birthdays were always 

celebrated with singing, 

cake and ice cream on that 

day at her house and she 

would always have little 

games, trivia, or contests 

for the holidays. In passing 

when you spoke with her, 

she was sure to mention 

her family and always had 

great little stories about 

them to share.

Always being a spokes-

person and an advocate for 

others who were in need, 

Joann Thompson served 

for years on the San Car-

los Unified School District 
School Board and was al-

ways directing others to-

wards solutions for their 

problems and needs. To 

share her fun spirit, she 

even found an opportunity 

to make others smile and 

have fun. Even while in the 

healthcare facility recently, 

she asked her children to 

bring mardi gras beads and 

fun favorites for everyone 

to their weekly Bingo at 

The Heritage Healthcare 

Facility in Globe, Ariz., 

that she called her” Sum-

mer Camp.” Making a 

difference in the lives of 

those she met, Joann was 

an inspiration of prayer 

and testimonial to God’s 

Miracles.

Joann was preceded in 

death by her parents, Dan-

iel Andrew Stevens and 

Priscilla (Enos) Stevens, 

her sister, Diane Stevens, 

her brother, Daniel Ste-

vens, her brother, James 

Stevens and her brother 

Dan (Danny) Stevens, her 

daughter Paula E. Thomp-

son, and her grandson 

Esaiyah J. Covington. 

Joann is survived by her 

husband Paul Thompson 

Jr., her children; Tia M.T. 

Early, Tianna R. Thomp-

son, Dan Paul Thompson, 

Kateri J. Thompson, Paul 

Thompson III, Levi G.J. 

Thompson and Anna K. 

Thompson. She also leaves 

behind siblings Albert Ste-

vens, Karen Topel, and 

William Stevens.

On behalf of the 

Thompson and Stevens 

Family, we are grate-

ful to everyone for their 

prayers, donations, words 

of encouragement and ac-

knowledgement during our 

time of loss. We have been 

blessed with your help and 

are deeply thankful for you 

all.

Visitation will be held 

on Saturday, Sept. 19, 

2020 from 7 a.m. to 10 

a.m. at Lamont Mortuary 

Chapel in Globe, Ariz. A 

Private Family Rosary and 

Mass to be held following 

the Visitation at Lamont 

Mortuary Chapel in Globe, 

Ariz.

Joann Marie Thompson
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Lupita Rivera
Lupita Rivera, 84, of 

Globe, Ariz., become our 

angel on Sunday July 19, 

2020.

Our beloved Mother, 

Nana, Sister, Tia and 

friend to the many lives 

she touched over the 

years. 

Lupe is preceded in 

death by the love of her 

life, her beloved husband 

Manuel, with whom she 

shared 63 years of mar-

riage. Her father and 

mother, Miguel and Con-

suelo Rivera, brother 

Miguel ‘Mike’ proceed 

her to heaven.

Lupe is survived by 

her children, daughter 

Teresa and Don Wilson, 

granddaughter Joy and 

Kenny Wilson-Glass, 

Sons; Manuel ‘Manny’ 

and Jennifer Rivera and 

granddaughter Hope Ri-

vera; Roberto ‘Bobby’ 

and Patty Rivera, grand-

sons Tommy Rivera and 

Warren Rivera; Michael 

and Paula Rivera, grand-

daughters Maggie and 

Chris Thayer, and great 

grandchild Stella Thayer; 

Nina Rivera, Grandsons, 

Michael ‘Mikey’ Rivera, 

Ryan and Kristin Rivera, 

Noah Rivera. Surviving 

sisters Lucy Kin, Mar-

ta and Ben Barela and 

brother George V. Rivera.

Lupe born in Lochiel, 

Ariz. and lived on the 

San Rafael ranch where 

her dad was the foreman, 

the family moved to Pa-

tagonia around 1948. She 

graduated from Patagonia 

High School and married 

her sweetheart Manuel.

Lupe was a devoted 

wife and mother to her 

family. She was the 

household manager for 

her children, the chauffer 

for all the activities from 

school club events; to 

Basketball, Baseball and 

Football practices and 

games, Summer Little 

League and Babe Ruth 

baseball day and night.  

Always helped with the 

concession stands and 

preparing food for the 

summer baseball leagues.

Mom always helped 

with Church events at St. 

Ambrose in Tucson or 

Our Lady of the Blessed 

Sacrament in Miami, 

Ariz. Mom was known 

for her handmade/

homemade flour tor-
tillas, Chimichanga’s, 

Albondigas and tacos. 

She loved doting on her 

children and watching 

them grow and mature 

into young adults, she 

missed them so much 

when they all went 

away to college, as they 

missed her when they 

left home.

Mom loved Dad so 

much, as it was easy to 

see the love she had for 

dad, through it all and 

during her 63 years of 

marriage, she adored her 

high school sweetheart, 

Manuel. They prayed to-

gether nightly by holding 

hands and leaning their 

heads together. Mom is 

home now with Dad.

We miss you Mom 

and Dad dearly, as your 

children we know how 

blessed and fortunate we 

have been to have you 

both caring and loving 

us through our childhood 

and as adults.  You both 

are our examples of ‘lov-

ing and giving’ parents/

marriage partners - by 

your dedication and love 

to each other and that 

same love your shared 

with us, our children and 

families.

We love you and miss 

you ‘Mom’ - Teresa, Man-

ny, Roberto and Michael

Funeral Mass was held 

at St. Therese of Lisieux 

in Patagonia, Ariz. on 

Aug. 1.

Interment at the Pata-

gonia Cemetery, Aug. 1.

Arrangements by Mar-

tinez Funeral Chapels, 

891 W Mariposa Rd., 

Nogales, Ariz. 520-281-

4489.

Globe-Miami Regional Chamber 

of Commerce continues a series of 

virtual candidate forums Wednes-

day, Sept. 23, at 6 p.m. with an op-

portunity to meet local candidates 

running for Gila County Supervi-

sor for District 2 (Globe, Miami, 

Roosevelt, Tonto Basin and Gisela) 

and District  3, which extends from 

Hayden-Winkelman through the 

San Carlos Apache Reservation 

and up to Young. These online fo-

rums broadcast live on youtube al-

low each candidate to share their 

positions on topics and issues our 

community. They’re also a chance 

for ‘Q-and-A’, submit written 

questions ahead of time via the 

website  forms.gle/hXBuSGZgN-

rMq1XV66  (editor’s note: find 
an easy and convenient hotlink 

at  facebook.com/globemiami-

chamber). Submit questions before 

the deadline Sept. 21 at 5 p.m.

“We may not be able to ask ev-

ery question that we receive, but 

we will work our best to cover all 

the topics that are important to 

the people of Gila County,” said 

Globe-Miami Regional Cham-

ber of Commerce Director Tianna 

Holder. “Elections are around the 

corner! Get to know the candidates 

and learn where they stand on is-

sues that are important to you.” 

Another forum Sept. 30 will spot-

light candidates for Gila County 

Treasurer and also Sheriff. Prior 

forums earlier this summer are ar-

chived and viewable; search you-

tube using keywords ‘Globe-Miami 

Regional Chamber of Commerce 

Channel’ to see July’s introduc-

tion of those vying for Gila County 

Sheriff, and the August session for 

Globe City Council. Subscribe to 

the chamber’s channel or bookmark 

as a favorite to be ready to tune-in 

the Sept. 23 forum for Gila Coun-

ty Supervisor, or connect and find 
links at  facebook.com/globemiam-

ichamber.

Gila County Supervisors 

Virtual Forum Sept. 23

Deadlines for 
Obituaries

Obituary 

deadlines are 

on Mondays at 

8 a.m. for the 

Copper Country 

News and Mon-

days at 10 a.m. 

for the Arizona 

Silver Belt. 

Obituaries can 

be submitted by 

email at obits@

silverbelt.com, 

or in person 

at 298 N Pine 

Street in Globe. 

For more 

information, 

call the office at 
928-425-7121.
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Send community news, photos or feedback to  

news@coppercountrynews.com.

My name is Woody 

Cline and I am running for 

re-election for Gila County 

Supervisor, District III. I 

am a cattle rancher and a 

small business owner so I 

know firsthand how tough 
this year has been on our 

constituents and local busi-

nesses. I spent 19 years 

working for the United 

States Forest Service in 

fire and land management. 
This experience has helped 

me to be able to work with 

the issues we face during 

these catastrophic fires as 
well as the after effects.

We have worked well 

together as a board, but 

I have had some projects 

that I tackled that have af-

fected not only District III, 

but all of Gila County as 

well.

When I ran for office in 
2016, one of the interests 

declared in my campaign 

was youth work programs 

to help build our work-

force. In 2018, I pledged 

$50,000 from my budget 

to fund the workers that 

were placed in the cities 

and towns in Gila County. I 

have worked with the Ton-

to National Forest staff to 

implement a Youth Conser-

vation Corp crew in Gila 

County and that was fund-

ed this summer with a crew 

working in the Payson and 

Tonto Basin areas. We are 

currently working on a 

grant application for next 

year, with crews proposed 

in Payson and Globe.

The first year I was in 
office, the old Hayden 
Motel was brought to my 

attention by the Mayor of 

Hayden. After looking into 
it, there were a lot of issues 

with the building. There 

were delinquent property 

taxes and the lien was 

in the State of Arizona’s 
name, there was suspected 

lead and asbestos in the 

building materials, and it 

was literally falling down 

due to a micro-burst that 

occurred in 2010. Working 

with the Governor’s Of-
fice, the Arizona Depart-
ment of Revenue and the 

Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality we 

obtained title to the prop-

erty and just recently the 

last of the old building was 

torn down and the lot will 

become a large pull out 

area for travelers.

Another issue when I 
first came into office, was 
that I noticed the senior 

centers were requesting 

funds to help their budgets. 

I found out that funding 

over the years had gradu-

ally been cut to the point 

where they were really 

struggling to make ends 

meet. We developed a 

formula based on the 

number of seniors that 

received home delivered 

meals and case manage-

ment services and after 

discussion with county 

management we now 

include the senior cen-

ters as a line item in our 

budget.

I have gotten a lot done, 

but I have more to do. A 
project that I have spent 

a great deal of time on is 

obtaining the ownership of 

the Tonto National Forest 

Pleasant Valley Adminis-

trative Site in Young, Ariz. 
Gila County would be-

come the owner of 85 acres 

of beautiful forest service 

land along with a number 

of buildings. Our plan is to 
work with a non-profit to 
provide veteran’s services 
that would include a retreat 

facility. 

I also want to establish 

a semi-annual meeting to 

come together with our 

cities and towns to enable 

all of us to discuss current 

projects and economic de-

velopment efforts.

Again, I am running for 
Re-Election for Gila Coun-

ty Board of Supervisors 

District III. I would appre-

ciate your vote on Nov. 3.  

A vote for Woody Cline is 
a vote for Gila County.

Cline runs for re-election 

Woody Cline



Page 10  September 16, 2020   Copper Country News

Community

As a result of an unusually active wild-

fire season in central Arizona, current public 
health and safety closures, as well as Stage 
1 Fire Restrictions are still in effect across 

the Tonto National Forest. These restrictions 

and closures may affect some hunting units 
located within the Tonto National Forest. Post 

fire closure orders are in effect to protect hu-

man life and safety follow-

ing wildfires. Significant 
flooding and debris flows 
are possible in recent burn 
areas as a result of veg-

etation loss in steep and 
erosive soils. The purpose 
of these post fire closure 
orders is to protect public 
health and safety during 
the time that the area is at 

increased risk of post-fire 
flood events that could 
cause significant injury 
or death. Dry washes and 

valley drainages should 
be avoided during heavy 
rain. Flash floods can oc-

cur within minutes after 

the onset of a rainstorm. 

Even areas that are not tra-

ditionally flood-prone are 
at risk after a wildfire, due 
to changes to the landscape 
caused by fire. Fires result 
in loss of vegetation, ex-

posure of soil to erosion, and increased water 
runoff that may lead to flooding, increased 
sediment, debris flows, and damage to critical 
natural and cultural resources. 

The following fire areas have active clo-

sure orders:

Bush Fire: (Order Number: 03-12-00-20-
396) – Hunting Unit 22 Hidden Fire: (Order 
Number: 03-12-00-20-402) – Hunting Unit 
23S

Salt Fire: (Order Number: 03-12-00-20-
399) – Hunting Unit 24A/24B

Superstition Fire: (Order Number: 03-12-
03-20-400) – Hunting Unit 24B

Stage 1 Fire Restrictions are still in effect 
across all the Tonto National Forest due to the 

potential for new wildfire starts due to lack 
of monsoon moisture levels and available 
fire fuels. These restrictions include: 1. Ignit-
ing, building, maintaining, attending or using 
a fire, campfire, or stove fire other than in a 
developed campsite or picnic area. 36 C.F.R. 
§ 261.52(a). 2. Smoking, except within an 
enclosed vehicle or building, a developed 
recreation site, or while stopped in an area at 
least three (3) feet in diameter that is barren or 
cleared of any flammable material. 36 C.F.R. 

§ 261.52(d). 3. Discharging a firearm, air rifle, 
or gas gun. 36 C.F.R. § 261.58(m). Persons 
engaged in legal hunting activity are allowed 
to discharge a firearm while taking wildlife. 

Special Restrictions for Off-Road Motor 
Vehicle Use (Order Number 03-12-00-20-
384) are also in effect, which may affect big 
game retrieval. The purpose of this order is: 1. 
The protection of National Forest visitors and 
employees from increased fire danger due to 
vehicles operating off-road. 2. The protection 
of resources from damage due to vehicles op-

erating off-road.
For information on Forest Service Fire 

Closure areas and Fire Restrictions, contact 
your local ranger station:

For more information on Arizona hunting 
units and regulations, visit the Arizona Game 
and Fish website at: https://www.azgfd.com/ 
To view current closure orders with maps, 
and other important information, visit the 
Alerts and Notices section of the Tonto Na-

tional Forest website at https://www.fs.usda.
gov/alerts/tonto/alerts-notices Everyone 
needs to be familiar with Arizona’s Ready, 
Set, Go! Program. Find more information at 
https://ein.az.gov/ready-set-go.

Fire closures may affect portions of some hunting units

Salt and Gin Fire Public Safety Closure
Exhibit A
Order #: 03-12-00-20-399

Trail

Road

Closure Area

Non-Forest Service Ownership

WildernessStatus

Tonto National Forest Boundary
Date Saved: 8/21/2020 

Document Path: T:\FS\NFS\Tonto\Program\5300LawEnforcement\GIS\Order_Closures\2020\2020_Closure_MXDs\OrderNo03-12-00-20-399_SaltFireClosure.mxd

Road, trail, and area closure affects only National Forest System roads,
trails and lands within the closure area on Tonto
National Forest. The closure does not apply to any non-National Forest
System roads, trails or lands within the closure boundary.
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VERMILION CLIFFS, 

Ariz. – Every year thou-

sands of people gather at 

Vermilion Cliffs National 

Monument to watch one 

of conservation’s biggest 

spectacles – the release of 

captive-bred California 

Condors to the wild.

The Peregrine Fund will 

release up to four Califor-

nia Condors atop the spec-

tacular ledges of the cliffs 

in northern Arizona at 11 

a.m. Saturday, Sept. 26. 

This year, with Covid-19 

affecting our ability to 

gather in large groups, we 

will not be able to hold an 

in-person public release at 

the Vermilion Cliffs, but 

the celebration will go on. 

Since the public is unable 

to watch from the annual 

viewing site, we are ex-

cited to offer the opportu-

nity to observe the release 

virtually on The Peregrine 

Fund’s YouTube Channel 

at https://www.youtube.

com/user/PeregrineFund.

This day is a celebration 

of the dedication and tenac-

ity that hundreds of people 

have put into bringing the 

iconic California Condor 

back from the brink of ex-

tinction. In the 1980s, there 

were only 22 individual 

birds left on the planet, yet 

today they stand at nearly 

500. 

Watch as young condors 

unfold their wings and take 

to the skies of northern 

Arizona for the first time 
in their lives. Because the 

biologists are unable to 

schedule exactly when the 

birds will choose to leave 

their release pen, the event 

will have a picture-in-pic-

ture setup with a camera 

trained on the release pen, 

and will include videos and 

interviews with the con-

dor biologists and conser-

vationists who work with 

these massive birds. View-

ers will also be able to chat 

with and ask questions of 

the condor biologists who 

are on the cliff, behind a 

blind, waiting for the birds 

to take off. 

Tim Hauck, lead con-

dor biologist for The Per-

egrine Fund, says, “While 

we were disappointed that 

we can’t hold the live, in-

person event this year, we 

are excited about the op-

portunity for a more global 

reach with the virtual event. 

People who normally can’t 

make the trip will get a 

chance to experience it 

with us.”

The release coincides 

with National Public Lands 

Day, the nation’s largest 

hands-on volunteer effort 

to improve and enhance 

America’s public lands. 

National Public Lands Day 

involves the U.S. Bureau of 

Land Management and oth-

er federal agencies, along 

with state and local govern-

ments and private groups.

This will be the 25th an-

nual public release of con-

dors in Arizona since the 

southwest condor recovery 

program began in 1996. 

The young condors hatched 

at The Peregrine Fund’s 

World Center for Birds of 

Prey in Boise, Idaho and 

several partner organiza-

tions, including the Oregon 

Zoo, Los Angeles Zoo, and 

San Diego Zoo Safari Park, 

and were transported to 

Vermilion Cliffs National 

Monument for 

release to the 

wild. 

The histori-

cal Califor-

nia Condor 

population de-

clined to just 

22 individuals 

in the 1980s 

when the 

greater Cali-

fornia Con-

dor Recovery 

Program was 

initiated to 

save the spe-

cies from ex-

tinction. As of 

August 2020, 

there were 

102 condors 

in the wild in 

the rugged canyon country 

of northern Arizona and 

southern Utah. The total 

world population of endan-

gered California Condors 

numbers more than 500 

individuals, with more than 

half flying the skies of Ari-
zona, Utah, California, and 

Mexico. 

The Arizona-Utah re-

covery effort is a coopera-

tive program by federal, 

state, and private partners, 

including: The Peregrine 

Fund, Arizona Game and 

Fish Department, Bureau 

of Land Management’s 

Vermilion Cliffs National 

Monument, U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, Grand 

Canyon and Zion national 

parks, Utah Division of 

Wildlife Resources, and 

Kaibab and Dixie national 

forests, among many other 

supporting groups and indi-

viduals.

For more information 

about the California Con-

dor recovery project or gen-

eral condor information, 

visit https://peregrinefund.

org/projects/california-con-

dor or the AZGFD website.

Annual California Condor release on Sept. 26 will be virtual this year 
Covid guidelines on crowds and social distancing preclude public from watching in-person at viewing site; 

release can be viewed virtually on Peregrine Fund’s YouTube channel

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) is accepting applications for per-

mit-tags issued through the draw process for 2021 spring turkey, javelina, bison and bear 

hunts, and raptor capture.

To apply, visit www.azgfd.gov and click on “Apply for a Draw.” For an overview of 

the application service, including license requirements, applying for bonus points and 

payment information, see Page 8 of the “2021 Spring Turkey, Javelina, Bison, Bear and 

Rapture Capture Hunt Draw Information” booklet. 

The booklet is posted online at www.azgfd.gov/hunting/draw. Printed booklets soon 

will be available at license dealers statewide.

The deadline for the department to receive all applications is 11:59 p.m. (Arizona time) 

Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2020. Applicants must possess a valid Arizona hunting license to apply 

for a hunt permit-tag. That license must be valid on the last day of the application period 

(Oct. 13). 

A tip: Know your Department ID. This is a must to submit an application. There are 

three ways to locate a Department ID: Log into your AZGFD portal account, and click on 

“View Details” under “My AZGFD Dashboard;” check your hunting or combination hunt 

and fish license if it was purchased online; or call AZGFD at (602) 942-3000 between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

All applicants are encouraged to purchase PointGuard, which allows hunters to surren-

der their hunt permit-tag(s) for any reason without losing their bonus points. Information: 

www.azgfd.gov/pointguard.

Applications now being accepted for 2021 spring hunts
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Globe-Miami and South-

ern Gila County area con-

tractors are invited to meet 

Gila County’s Chief Build-

ing Official,  Randy Plui-
mer Sept. 30 at an informal 

Wednesday lunch hour 

forum starting at 11 a.m. 

at the Gila County Public 
Works building, near Cobre 
Valley Regional Medical 
Center. Learn about zon-

ing -- ask questions -- and 

hear how plan reviews 

have been streamlined for 

efficiency, sharply reducing 
turn-a-round times for ap-

plicants.

Other likely topics include:

• measur-

ing height 

and stories

• zoning 

variances

• changes 

in the field
• new 

codes

Organiz-

ers request a 

phone call or email RSVP, 
to have a head count before-

hand and arrange lunch for 

participants. A light lunch 

will be served following 

an agenda that begins at 11 

a.m. with introduction by 

Mr. Pluimer.

Read more about build-

ing safety, floodplains, 
planning and zoning, 
wastewater -- and even ‘the 

code of the West’  at gila-

countyaz.gov. To RSVP or 
ask about the meeting, call 
Randy Pluimer at  928-474- 
9276,  or email   rpluimer@
gilacountyaz.gov.

Contractors’ Meeting & Lunch Sept. 
30 with County Staff

What a great way to get some exercise and ‘stay Young’: signup for a family-centered 

5K that will explore forested areas and rolling Pleasant Valley hills surrounding the beau-

tiful town of Young, Ariz. on a lovely November Saturday. 
All ages are welcome; registration is $20 for ages five and younger, $40 for age six 

and older. Registration includes an event T-shirt, drink coupon, live music by Ken Voita 
(country and blues guitar) during the event after-party -- and with food available for pur-

chase -- bring extra cash for hamburgers and fries, personal pizzas and hot dogs.
Print and fill out the attached registration form before the deadline; find those posted 

facebook.com/PleasantValleyCommunityCenter, or request one sent to you by email with 
a friendly note to pleasantvalleycommunitycenter@yahoo.com.

 Stay Fit, Stay Young: Pleasant 

Valley Family 5K Nov. 7

Attention All Artists
    On Oct. 3 from 6 until 8 p.m. there will be a celebration of the opening of Turn the Page 
Vintage Wear and Re-Opening of the Knotty Fox. They are looking for donations for the 
silent auction that will take place on the front steps of the Center for the Arts to help raise 

money. Please join them in welcoming the newest tenants to the Cobre Valley Center for 
the Arts. All mandated guidelines will be followed. For more information contact the 
Center at 928-425-0884.
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Old Globe Train Station Ghost Tour 

Saturday, Sept. 26. Check-in is from  

6:45 to 7 p.m. at 230 S. Broad Street 

in Globe. Event ends around 9 p.m. 

 The cost is $30 a person, cash, due at 

check-in. Please bring exact change, it 

helps speed up check-in. 

We will investigate the haunted and 

historic old train station in Globe, which 

has had several documented deaths 

within, including a train ticket salesman 

who committed suicide by drinking poi-

son while at work. For more informa-

tion or to make reservations visit their 

website at https://www.azghostadven-

tures.com/ 

Sleeping with Spirits will be Overnight 

at the Old Globe Train Station Ghost Tour 

is set for Saturday, Sept. 26 with a 

check-in at 9:30 p.m. at 230 S. Broad 

Street in Globe. Event ends around 

6 a.m. Sunday morning. Please do 

not arrive before 9:15 p.m. as we will 

be wrapping up our early tour and 

you won’t have anywhere to park.  

 Cost is $75 per person, cash, due at 

check-in. Please bring exact change. 

Please let us know if you prefer to pay 

with a credit card (which must be done 

before the event) and we will email you 

an invoice via Paypal. 

Remember to bring a sleeping bag 

and pillow and any non-alcoholic drinks 

or snacks. For more information visit 

https://www.azghostadventures.com/ 

Reservations Are Required 

Our tours meet at different loca-

tions which are listed on the RSVP 

page, per tour. Prices vary per 

tour.  There are no refunds for pre-

paid events. All sales are final.  
Please be prepared to check-in 

with your liability waiver signed 

and your payment ready. We will 

have extra liability wavers on hand 

if you aren’t able to print one out.  

If you have any 

“ghost hunting” 

equipment, feel 

free to bring it with 

you. If not, we will 

share ours with 

you.  

Due to the content and subject na-

ture of tours, children under 12 are not 

allowed. Interested in a private tour?  

Please email us at azghostadventures.

com for details.

AZ Ghost Adventures presents Globe Train Station Early 
Ghost Tour and Sleeping with Spirits
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By Dr. Dan Morton

Contributor

My paternal grandmoth-

er was from Scotland and 

although I never knew her, 

she certainly had an influ-

ence on the family and in-

directly on me. I purchased 

a history of Scotland and 

began reading through 

it only to discover how 

bloody they were. The so-

lution to a problem seemed 

to be to slay the opposi-

tion. I quit reading and 

gave it to a friend who was 

from Scotland.

Many of us repeat the 

“Lord’s Prayer” in church 

and sometimes at home, 

and ask “Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.” A 

great thought, for God’s 

kingdom is one of joy and 

peace. That is his desire 

for each of us and we have 

but to open ourselves to 

receive the blessings and 

comfort, knowing all is 

well.

Joseph Scriven was a 

young man looking for-

ward to his upcoming 

wedding. Shortly before 

the day, his bride-to-be 

died unexpectedly. On 

the day scheduled for the 

wedding, her funeral was 

held instead. In the depths 

of despair and sadness, 

he wrote one of the great 

hymns, “What a friend 

we have in Jesus.” The 

concluding words are, “In 

His arms He’ll take and 

shield thee; thou wilt find 
a solace there.” That is the 

kingdom of God.

Kingdom

Contact Calvary Shadows Church or

Living Waters Community Church for tickets 
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By Pastor Nick JoNes

Maranatha Baptist Church

Modern Christianity has 

found itself in a world of 

people who avoid commit-

ment at all costs. Unfortu-

nately, this feeling has in-

filtrated the local church. In 
order to ease these concerns 

of commitment, many 

churches have garnered an 

“open door” policy which 

allows people to come and 

go freely. The assumption 

is that the local church is 

simply a Sunday morning 

event in which spectators 

come to “enjoy the show.”

However, if one takes 

seriously the biblical pat-

tern of the local church and 

the historical precedents, 

the imperative of church 

membership must be heed-

ed. Membership is not sim-

ply signing your name on a 

dotted line; rather, it should 

be treated as a meaningful 

aspect of the local church. 

John Hammett writes, 

“When membership is 

treated so carelessly and 

cavalierly by the churches 

themselves, why should 

attenders think it matters 

much at all whether they 

become members or not?”

More specifically, 
church membership must 

include only those who 

have been born again by 

the Spirit of God. David 

L. Smith explains, “No 

one who has not been born 

again by receiving Jesus 

Christ as personal Sav-

ior and Lord can become 

a part of the true church.” 

This important practice of 

regenerate church member-

ship (a membership made 

up of only born-again be-

lievers) is vital if the church 

is going to fulfill the tasks 
given throughout the New 

Testament writings. 

I believe the biblical 
principle of church disci-

pline is a prime example 

which demonstrates the 

necessity of regenerate 

church membership. It is 
the aim of this article to 

show that the local church 

must have ordered and 

purposeful membership 

which includes meaningful 

church discipline.

Christians should desire 

regenerate church member-

ship because it is the teach-

ing of Scripture. Yet many 

have stumbled over this 

issue because the phrase 

“church membership” is 

not explicitly found in the 

Bible. Is church member-
ship truly a biblical con-

cept? The importance of 

this question cannot be 

underestimated. If church 
membership is biblical, 

then to disobey its call is, 

fundamentally, to disobey 

God. However, if church 

membership is not bibli-

cal, then many people have 

been deceived.

Although not explicitly 

taught, church member-

ship is the assumption of 

the New Testament writers. 

The Apostle John writes, 

“We know that we have 

passed out of death into 

life, because we love the 

brothers” (1 John 3:14). To 

which brothers should one 

show love in order to know 

the truth of his own salva-

tion? Our brothers in the 

church. Similarly, the book 

of Hebrews states, “Obey 

your leaders and submit to 

them, for they are keep-

ing watch over your souls, 

as those who will have to 

give an account” (Hebrew 

13:17). To which leaders 

does one submit? It is un-

derstood that this refers 

to the leaders of the local 

church. 

One of the strongest 

cases for church member-

ship is the appeal to church 

discipline. When Jesus is 

teaching about a brother 

being sinned against, He 

describes a progression that 

must be followed in order 

to resolve the issue. Mat-

thew 18 states that first the 
offended party is to speak 

with the person alone and 

if there is no resolution, the 

offended party must bring 

along others as witnesses. 

Jesus ends the teaching 

by stating, “If he refuses 
to listen to them, tell it to 

the church. And if he re-

fuses to listen even to the 

church, let him be to you as 

a Gentile and a tax collec-

tor” (Matthew 18:17). The 

assumption is the church 

has the authority to expel 

the person if they do not 

repent and seek reconcili-

ation. Therefore, church 

discipline assumes church 

membership.

Church discipline is 

a natural outworking of 

regenerate church mem-

bership. Thomas White 

explains, “Churches can-

not maintain meaning-

ful church membership 

without practicing bibli-

cal church discipline, and 

churches cannot regain 

biblical church discipline 

without establishing mean-

ingful church member-

ship.” Affirming regenerate 
church membership is vital 

for practicing church disci-

pline.

Church discipline is an 

aspect of the local church 

that has been greatly mis-

understood and misused. 

Jonathan Leeman offers 

this definition: “Church 
discipline is one part of 

the discipleship process, 

the part where we correct 

sin and point the disciple 

toward the better path.” At 

the onset, the purpose of 

church discipline must be 

understood as the restor-

ing and reconciling of a be-

liever who has strayed from 

the faith. Wayne Grudem 

writes, “The church in its 

discipline is acting in love 

to bring back a brother or 

sister who has gone astray, 

reestablishing that person 

in right fellowship and res-

cuing him or her from de-

structive patterns of life.” 

Church discipline, then, is 

pointing out sinful life pat-

terns and helping a person 

correct them, in the same 

way a parent would correct 

their own child.

However, if an individ-

ual refuses to be corrected 

or to stop indulging in sin-

ful habits, church discipline 

moves to a level commonly 

called excommunication. 

According to Leeman, this 

involves “removing an 

individual from member-

ship and participation in 

the Lord’s Table.” Yet even 

at this phase of discipline, 

the church is lovingly call-

ing the individual to repen-

tance and faith in Christ. 

Leeman explains: “The 

church is not telling the in-

dividual to stop attending 

its public gatherings. The 

church wants the person 

to come and hear God’s 

Word preached. Rather, the 

church is saying that it can 

no longer affirm the per-
son’s profession of faith, 

and so it refuses to give the 

Lord’s Supper. It’s excom-

municating, or ex-commu-

nion-ing, the person.”

Church discipline is a 

way to shake believers who 

have fallen back into old 

sinful patterns. However, 

it is also a way to reveal to 

false converts the reality of 

their standing with God. 

So while Paul will quote, 

“Purge the evil person from 

among you,” (1 Corinthians 

5:13) he also has concern 

for the man’s soul. Paul in-

structs the church to expel 

him “so that his spirit may 

be saved in the day of the 

Lord” (1 Corinthians 5:5). 

However harsh church 

discipline may seem, it is 

always intended to keep 

the church pure, warn sin-

ners, and above all, show 

love and devotion to Je-

sus Christ. Leeman writes, 

“The underlying purpose 

in every act of discipline, 

of course, must be love: 

love for the individual, love 

for the church, love for the 

watching world, love for 

Christ.”

In order to be a healthy 
and true church, the inter-

related practices of church 

discipline and regenerate 

church membership must 

be intentional believed and 

carried out by local church-

es according to the Word of 

God. 

Simply stated, if we 

are going to be committed 

and submitted to Christ, 

we must be committed 

and submitted to the local 

church.

‘Committed and submitted to the local church’ 
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September brings the Autumnal Equinox, observed by 

cultures from the ancient Greeks to Aboriginal Australians 

- at the Arboretum one sure sign of Fall is the departure of 

the seasonal resident flock of Turkey Vultures. Join ASU 
professor Dave Pearson for a webinar focused on observ-

ing the big, black birds. Enjoy still photos, videos and a 
presentation from Dr. Pearson all from the comfort of your 
own home.

Go to the following link and register as a participant for Sept. 19: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_utFuDzy-

dRqKhs4kLYvN9nQ.
We will be doing a test run of streaming this event live here on facebook. Stand by!
Bye-bye Buzzards
Zoom participation is full! Tune in on facebook live on Sept. 19 at 10 a.m. to view this webinar.
September brings the Autumnal Equinox, observed by cultures from the ancient Greeks to Aboriginal Australians 

- at the Arboretum one sure sign of Fall is the departure of the seasonal resident flock of Turkey Vultures. Join ASU 
Professor Dave Pearson for a webinar focused on observing the big, black birds. Enjoy still photos, videos and a 
presentation from Dr. Pearson all from the comfort of your own home

Sonoran Desert Native Bees
Zoom participation if full! Tune in on facebook live on Sept. 26 at 11 a.m. to view this webinar.
Sonoran Desert Native Bees is a non-profit citizen science group that was formed to study the more than one thou-

sand species of native bees in the Sonoran Desert. Native bees are solitary and do not form large colonies, although 
some species do congregate socially. These highly efficient and peaceful pollinators do not swarm and will not gener-
ally attack humans. This webinar will be lead by Maddie Ostwald. Maddie is a PhD candidate in Animal Behavior 
at Arizona State University. She has studied honey bees, stingless bees, sweat bees, and more in the Southwest, the 
Northeast, and in Central America. Her current research focuses on native Arizona carpenter bees, with a particular 
interest in their unique and flexible social behavior.

BTA is closed on Tuesdays through September.

Boyce Thompson Arboretum online webinars

Local photographers are 

invited to enter the virtual 

photo exhibition, affiliated 
with the fair - and also on-

line this month. Photo en-

tries are due Sept. 16, with 
dozens of different cat-
egories for adult photogra-

phers and youths; for color 

images, digital, or black-

and-white -- and with so 

many different divisions of 

subject matter.
Whether you prefer ab-

stract, Gila County land-

scapes, nighttime shots or 

adorable kittens - you’ll 

find a category that’s per-
fectly suitable for your 

own unique style.

See the list below, 

and make sure to en-

ter by Wednesday, Sept. 
16 at gila.fairwire.com 

Entries are $1 each (Pay-

Pal or credit card).
Upload your photos, and 

expect an email after judg-

ing, showing placement.
Winners awarded rib-

bons will receive their 

prize via US mail, and all 
entries will be displayed 

on the website for the 

2020-2021 year.
Questions about the 

2020 virtual photo contest 
and online exhibition? Call 
or text exhibit coordinator 

Jeanne at 928-812-2013

Virtual Photo 
Exhibition Entries Due 
Sept. 16

Submit Wedding Announcements, Birth Announcements, 

Graduation Announcements and Community News to 

news@coppercountrynews.com
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Community News

Registration is not required, the cost is free -- but the 

information to Gila County homeowners is priceless.

Kevin McCully, City of Payson Fuels Manager at the 

Payson Fire Department, is the featured guest speaker 

Thursday, Sept. 17 for this week’s online webinar host-

ed by University of Arizona Cooperative Extension Gila 

County.

These Zoom webinars last about an hour, featuring a 

variety of horticultural and natural resource topics relevant 

to the environmental conditions and residential concerns 

of Gila County. Devastating forest fires this year brought 
action on Payson’s new Fire Adapted Community Plan 

Town Code, which Kevin McCully will explain Thursday. 

He is a retired CalFire San Diego County fire captain with 
over 30 years of firefighting experience. Throughout his 
career McCully has worked as a fire inspector, deputy fire 
marshal, engineer, tactical medic supervisor and fire cap-

tain. The newly adopted Firewise code addresses the veg-

etation on all properties within town limits, including land 

owned by the town. The adoption of this code shows how 

serious Payson takes the dangers of wildfire and how the 
Town Council and Mayor are committed to address this 

threat to the Town’s safety.

Zoom Link for the webinar is arizona.zoom.

us/j/94322658197; webinar facilitator Chris Jones, Exten-

sion Agent, University of Arizona Gila County Coopera-

tive Extension, suggests participants login up to 10 min-

utes prior to the webinar. Convenient links to the zoom 

address, plus a wide range of other programs, are posted 

at facebook.com/gilaextension; view videos from prior 

weeks’ presentations and check out topics for September-

October at extension.arizona.edu/garden-country-exten-

sion-webinar-series and Want to be request to be added 

to Chris Jones email list for announcements as new topics 

are added? Call 928-402-8586 or email ckjones@email.

arizona.edu

Payson Fire adapted Community Plan, Thursday Webinar
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MOBILES FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

AZCANS

FOR SALE

YARD SALE

FOR RENT HELP WANTED  HELP WANTED AZCANS

AZCANS

YARD SALE

HELP WANTED

Maintenance Person / 

Remodeler.  We are cur-
rently accepting applica-
tions for a maintenance/
remodeling technician in 
our mobile home com-
munity.  Must have at 
least one-year experi-
ence, have your own 
hand tools and will agree 

to a background check.  
You will be required to 
live on property. Please 
Apply by Phone. Holiday 
Hills Mobile Home Park, 
2165 N Wheatfields 
Road, Globe, AZ 85501. 
928-425-8585. (tfn)

1BD Apt in Claypool 
$450/month + $300/
cleaning deposit, gar-
bage + water furnished 
Call 200-5431 or 425-
0779 (tfn)

1800 Sq.ft. Modular 

Home in Globe City lim-
its, fully fenced backyard, 
$1,200/month & utilities, 
first and last month de-
posit, Contact Art Rodri-
guez (928)425-7244 or 
(928)701-1578 (9/23)

Local Painter Li-
censed and Bonded 
ROC#266568 (928)812-
1935 (tfn)

Yard Sale -1260 E MON-
TECITO DR GLOBE 
Power chair never used 
$500.00 built for this 
kind of terrain. Walker, 
tools and lots of miscel-
laneous items Friday 

9/18, Saturday 9/19 and 
Sunday 9/20. (9/16)

2007 Coach Travel 

Trailer Fairly good shape 
but needs some repairs. 
$2000 928-812-1935 
Fred (09/16)

AZCANS

Automotive 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write 
off for your taxes.  Run-
ning or not!  All condi-
tions accepted.  Free 
pickup.  Call for details. 
866-932-4184 (AzCAN) 
09/02/20 5 
09/30/20 20095AC0

Education 
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Be-
come a Medical Office 
Professional online at 

CTI!  Get Trained, Certi-
fied & ready to work in 
months!  Call 866-459-
5480.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET) 
(AzCAN) 09/02/20 5 
09/30/20 20095AC1

Education 
COMPUTER & IT TRAIN-
ING PROGRAM!  Train 
ONLINE to get the skills 
to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Profes-
sional now!  Grants and 
Scholarships available 
for certain programs for 
qualified applicants.  Call 
CTI for details!  855-626-
7941 (M-F 8am-6pm ET) 
(AzCAN) 09/02/20 5 
09/30/20 20095AC2

Financial O v e r 
$10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. 
Pay a fraction of what 
you owe.  A+ BBB rated.  
Call National Debt Relief 
866-541-6885. (AzCAN) 
09/02/20 5 
09/30/20 20095AN0

Health & Medical 
OXYGEN - Anytime. 
Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill. No deliveries. The 
All-New Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: 
866-397-4003 (AzCAN) 
09/02/20 5 
09/30/20 20095AI0

NEW Land for 

Sale 39 ACRE SELF 
SUFFICIENCY HOME-
STEAD - $182 MONTH 
- Outstanding buy on 
quiet - secluded off grid 
northern Arizona home-
stead at cool clear 5,800í 
elev. Entirely useable 
grassy meadowland with 
sweeping views of sur-
rounding red rock ridges. 
Situated within a seclud-
ed valley location sur-
rounded by thousands 
of acres of uninhabited 
wilderness. Bordered by 
1,280 acres of uninhabit-
ed State Trust land. Free 
well water access, rich 
loam garden soil, and 
ideal year round climate. 
No urban noise and dark 
sky nights. Zoned for 
livestock. Camping and 
RV use ok. Maintained 
road access.† On special 
at $19,900, $1,990 dn. 
with no qualifying seller 
financing. Free brochure 

with similar property de-
scriptions, photos/terrain 
maps/ weather data/ 
nearby pioneer town info. 
1st United Realty 1-800-
966-6690. (AzCAN) 
09/16/20 1 
09/16/20 20095FF0

Miscellaneous 
NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call Empire To-
dayÆ to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 877-591-
3539 (AzCAN) 
09/02/20 5 
09/30/20 20095AE0

Miscellaneous 
NEED NEW WINDOW 
TREATMENTS?  Call 
Empire TodayÆ to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on blinds 
& shades. Call Today! 
844-247-3111 (AzCAN) 
09/02/20 5 
09/30/20 20095AE1

Miscellaneous 
SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 



Deadline for classified ads is Thursday at noon prior to Wednesday paper.

RV SPACES

Classifieds
Advertisement Disclaimer

Posting of any advertisement shall not be considered an endorsement of the advertiser, or of the product or 
service involved. You should investigate any and all claims made.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT APARTMENTS FOR RENT

To place an ad call us at 
928-425-0355
Deadlines are 

Thursdays at noon.
Send news items, community 

events or photos to 
Copper Country News at  

news@copper
countrynews.com

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
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AZCANS AZCANS

†Call 855-602-7212! 
†(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
(AzCAN) 09/02/20 5 
09/30/20 20095AN1

Miscellaneous Wes-
ley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts ñ Over 
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celed in 2019. Get free 
informational package 
and learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 
866-482-0406 (AzCAN) 
09/02/20 5 
09/30/20 20095MW0

Satellite D I R E C T V 
- Switch and Save! 
$49.99/month. Select 
All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On De-
mand.
FREE Genie HD DVR 
Upgrade. Premium mov-
ie channels, FREE for 
3 mos! Call 1-844-244-
7498 (AzCAN) 

09/02/20 5 
09/30/20 20095MD0

Satellite DISH Network. 
$59.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Re-
mote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on 
ALL Devices. Call to-
day! 1-855-722-2290 
(AzCAN) 09/02/20 5 
09/30/20 20095MD1
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For nearly five and a half 
months, the Apache Transit 
fleet sat dormant, void of 
passengers due to the State 

of Emergency ordered by 
the San Carlos Apache 
Tribal Council. Apache 
Transit Drivers continued 

to perform pre and post 
trip routine maintenance 
of all vehicles during the 
shutdown. Twice a week, 
they checked the fluids, 
tires, and took them out on 
a short trip then returned 
them to the yard where they 
sat, looking at the traffic 
racing past them.

On Monday, Aug. 31, 
2020, the San Carlos 
Apache Tribal Council 
announced that the Tribe 
would be moving to Phase 
II of their mitigation plan. 
This lowered a few of the 
restrictions that were set in 
place to keep tribal mem-
bers as safe as possible 
from COVID-19. One of 
the restrictions lifted was 
the reopening of the Apache 
Sky Casino, located in the 
southern-most part of the 
San Carlos Apache Reser-
vation, near Dudleyville, 
Ariz.

The Nnee Bich’o Nii 
Program partnered with the 
Apache Gold and Apache 
Sky Casinos to provide 
transportation for their em-

ployees. This service is of-
fered 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week at no cost to the em-
ployees. The casino covers 
the expense to provide reli-
able transportation for their 
employees and to ease the 
burden of the long-distance 
travel for the Apache Sky 
employees. The revenue 
generated from this ar-
rangement is put toward 
future federal and state 
grant matches awarded to 
the Nnee Bich’o Nii Transit 
Services Program.

On Tuesday, Sept. 8, 
Apache Sky Casino opened 
their doors at noon. Apache 
Transit Drivers were ready 
at 6:45 a.m. and waiting for 
the day when they would 
be able to provide their 
services, once again. In ac-
cordance with CDC guide-

lines, the entire Apache 
Transit fleet has been out-
fitted with plexiglass bar-
riers between the seats and 
around the driver.

A seating chart has been 
created to keep passengers 
6 feet apart. Masks are re-
quired and an automatic 
hand sanitizer dispenser has 
been installed in the buses. 
As Always in pre and post 
post trips the transit drivers 
sanitize the buses before 
and after each trip, wiping 
down all surfaces, hand-
rails, seats, barriers, and 
windows.

They are doing their part 
to help stop the spread of 
the virus.

Lee Randall, General 
Manager of the Apache 
Sky Casino stated that they 
are very appreciative of the 

valuable and safe service 
provided to their employ-
ees by Apache Transit. He 
also stated that several of 
their employees were con-
cerned that transportation 
might not be provided but 
Apache Transit has come 
through, as always.

Currently, this is the only 
route that Apache Transit is 
running. More routes will 
resume as restrictions are 
lifted. The Apache Transit 
Drivers are standing by, 
patiently waiting, to greet 
their passengers and safely 
drive them to their destina-
tion in the near future.

As Always, We Give 
Thanks to our Creator for 
today and for our Future 
Blessings yet to come!

Nnee Bich’o Nii Apache Transit Services rides again!!

Courtesy photo

Nnee Bich’o Nii driver sits behind plexi glass and is wearing PPE.
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