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In the Spotlight: Wegner Family Farms

By BENNY MAILMAN
Herald Editor

n Tuesday, October 17th, a

heavy fog held the dawn’s direct

sunlight at bay throughout

most of Monroe County. At
Wegner Family Farms, located at 7769
Garnett Avenue, just off HWY 27, North
of Sparta, Mike Wegner and his crew of
three waited for the dense fog to lift, so
that they could start on their harvesting
goals for the day. The Wegner family has
been in business since 1967, when Dean
Wegner, Mike’s father, bought his first
of three farms. On October 9th, of this
year, Dean passed away, having initiated
and contributed to the strong legacy of
Wegner Family Farms that his son, Mike,
now continues on with.

IN THE BEGINNING

Dean Wegner bought the property on
Garnett Avenue back in 1967. The family
moved onto the property in 1970. Dean
had grown up just a mile down the road.
“We milked cows here, for almost 40
years, up until about 2008,” Mike Wegner
told the Herald. “We started out with 10
and finished up with 60. We started out
with a few registered Jerseys and I took
them to the fair, with 4-H. I was in the
West Beaver Creek club.”

The original acreage for Wegner
Family Farms started out at 100 acres
and has grown to 2,500 acres. Within a
30-year period, the Wegner’s acquired
two additional farms, along with some

supplementary land.
“We Dbought this
farm next to us in
1981, and in 2008
we bought the next
farm,” Mike told the
Herald. “Statistically,
farms only come up
for sale once every
56 years. We were
fortunate to buy the
second farm on its
second time of being
up for sale. That never
happens [going up for
sale twice].”
HARVESTING

Mike Wegner spoke of custom
harvesting. “Custom Harvesting is when
you go out and combine for other people,”
Mike explained. “They [other farmers]
hire you out to harvest their crops for
them. Some people are cow people, and
some are crop and machinery people; you
just do what you are good at. Dad [Dean
Wegner] was doing custom work back in
1960, before I was even born.”

Dean Wegner’s parents had cows on
their farm, but they did not venture out
much past that type of farming. “This
was something my dad did all on his
own,” Mike stated. “In farming, like any
business, you always need growth, just
to sustain yourself. My dad and I always
agreed on that aspect of the business, and
we took any growth opportunities that
came our way.”

Speaking further on the growth of
their business, Mike said, “We rent a lot
of land also, for our cropping operation,
that’s just the way it is. It is all about the
volume.” Mike spoke to the reality of cost
and how nothing is going to get cheaper,
whether it is the land, fuel prices, or even
the machinery. “You cannot get stagnant
in farming. You must always be aware of
the future, utilizing technology when it is
there.”

Mike also spoke to not taking on more
than your crew can handle. “We used
to do 4,000 acres, back when dad was
young. He would do most of the custom
work and I would handle our crops. You
just have to know your limits and what
you can logically accomplish”

On his father’s passing, Mike said that
Dean was out driving his Gator around
right up until the day he passed. “We

This grain truck can
store a full semi-load of
corn. Mike Wegner says
that with the size of
their machinery there
is not much cause for
alarm on tipping over,
even on the steep hills
he and his crew find
themselves harvesting
on. Herald photo by
Benny Mailman.

B

would always laugh and complain about
him always checking in on us, giving us
advice and direction all the time, but we
are all going to miss that, you know.”
THE CREW

Mike Wegner’s crew consists of three
other men, Nick Wolf, Steve Nichols,
and Barry Schroader. “We are all really
good friends,” Mike stated. “Everyone in
the crew works very hard and we get the
work done, but at the end of the day, we
are still laughing. With a crew like this, it
makes every day more enjoyable than it
might otherwise be. It is stressful and a
lot of hard work, but at the end of the day
there is the satisfaction that we reached
and completed our goals for that day.”

WEGNER

cont. on page 7

There are 2,500 acres of land for the Wegner Family Farms to harvest that is theirs, as well as some land that they rent. It is all about
volume and maximizing your yield per-acre, Mike Wegner told the Herald. Herald photo by Benny Mailman.
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12% OFF Al Rain Coats and Footwear
10% OFF Al Mouse Bait &Traps

Effective until October 31, 2023

ROSS &
SUPPLIES

E16254 Cty. V, Hillsboro, WI 54634
Open 8am to 6pm ¢ Closed Thursday & Sunday

BIERMEIER
INSURANCE

AGENCY LLc

113 Main St.
Elroy, WI 53929

608-462-8646
biermeierins@gmail.com

Independent Insurance Agency

Serving Your Farm, Home, Auto and
Commercial Insurance Needs

Call or e-mail us today for a quote!
Kevin A. Biermeier

Owner, Licensed Agent

Teresa J. Stanek
Licensed Agent

D & D Farm Supply
(608) 489-3586 - Hwy. 33 & 80 - Union Center
Your farm animal feed supplier . . .

Yes! wWe SseLLTIRES PLUS WE DO OIL CHANGES AND BRAKES TOO!

D & D ALSO CARRIES

GATES - FENCING - FEEDER PANELS - T-POSTS - BARBED WIRE

Efforts to bolster ag
education result in
greater participation

Wisconsin reports
record high ag
export numbers

BY NICOLETTE NAUMAN
Sentry-Enterprise Editor

In a recent report released by the
Wisconsin  Department of Workforce
Development (DWD), a focus was given
to the state’s agricultural education and
the impacts of the agricultural industry on
Wisconsin’s economy.

According to the report, agriculture in
Wisconsin employs more than one in nine
of Wisconsin workers with revenues of
over $100 billion generated each year. The
dairy sector alone contributes more than $45
billion in revenue, accounting for more than
157,000 jobs across the state.

Wisconsin saw a record high in
agricultural exports last year, exporting
$4.22 billion agricultural and food products
across 142 countries. This demonstrates
a 7% increase—nearly $280 million—in
overall value when compared to 2021.

While 2022 saw an excellent year for
agricultural exports, the Wisconsin Initiative
for Agricultural Exports aims to continuing
bolstering exports by 25% by June of 2026.

The report also notes the increases in
productivity of Wisconsin dairy farms—
milk production per cow has increased to
more then 2,100lbs in 2022, up more than
3001lbs over the past ten years. This is true
even though the state’s overall number of
milking dairy cows has remained fairly
consistent at about 1.2 million head.

Dairy aside, Wisconsin ranks first in
the production of cranberries, snap beans,
corn for silage, goat milk, ginseng, mink
pelts, and cheese. We’re in the top five for
potatoes, catrots, oats, green peas, sweet
corn, tart cherries, and, of course, maple
syrup. Wisconsin has also become a leader in
organic farming, ranking second nationwide
in terms of the number of farms certified as

organic.
State agencies have been working to
facilitate greater connections between

producers, processors, and local institutions
through programs such as Farm to School.
Grant funding geared at supporting
agricultural business as they engage in
processing, marketing, and distribution of

EDUCATION cont. on page 5
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Getting through the dry crop season

Lack of summer
rainfall keeps
expectations low

By KYLE EVANS
Staff Writer

From May 15 through September 15,
the local area was approximately 15-
18 inches short of rain, causing crops to
not yield as much as maybe they did last
year. But with good soil moisture in the
Spring and crops progressing earlier in
the Fall, seems to be a sufficient recipe for
sustainability.

Bradley Robson, Monroe County
Conservation Agronomist said, “For
the most part, farmers are satisfied. It
obviously is not a record year of crops
by any means, with the drought and the

growing season not the most ideal but
it ended up being sustainable for local
farmers.” All things considered, “the
yields aren’t disappointing. We were
Lucky we were sitting where we were
in the Spring with soil moisture,” said
Robson.

“It was good to have rain last week to
ensure the soil moisture for the harvest.
I didn’t hear many people complaining
about it,” he said.

PRICES

Robson mentioned, “corn prices are
challenging, if you didn’t have your corn
contracted or locked in, the spot market
right now is either break even or a little
more in some cases.”

The crop prices are mostly determined
from the Chicago board of trade. But one
thing locally that can be an advantage
sometimes is the basis price. Corn has
a per bushel price and a basis price, the
basis price is basically a transportation
cost.

A combine chops up a cornfield in rural Sparta on an October evening.

Herald photo by Logan Everson.

Galvanized Culverts, Bands

and End Walls

Dual-wall plastic
‘ culverts

Drain Tile, Fittings, Sump Pumps and Pits PVC Pipe and

Water line and Woodford yard hydrants

Fittings

We are Badger Welding Supply and Airgas stock point

~ for ALL your septic system needs ~

Jack Horbeck MP #222840

NC.

HILLSBORO,WI

Call Today!

608-489-2546

Located East of Hillsboro
E18763 - Hwy 33, 80 & 82

Hartje Lumber, Inc.

Hwy 33 Between Reedsburg & La Valle
La Valle, WI §3941
608-985-7207/800-362-5898
Open: Mon.-Fri. 7 to 5 & Sat. 7:30 to Noon

D Professional Drafting & Engineering Available For Residential & Commercial Project

D Energy Audits Available

P Drafting, Estimating & Kitchen Layouts
P Pole Building Construction or Job Packs

2 Panelized Wall Systems

P Complete Line of Home & Pole Building Materials

Y 5% Cash Discount on Materials

Here in Monroe County, we’re only
about thirty miles from the Mississippi
river which can be an advantage and some
mills will work with sellers on the basis
price. Cargill, in La Crosse is one of the
main shipping points locally.

The water level of the Mississippi can
make a difference as well, if the water
level is too high or too low, they might
only be able to load 2/3 full barges instead
of full barges. This year, the water level is
lower. Places like Cargill will ship out as
much as they can down the river before
freezing up. But if they can’t ship out full

barges, they may not have the room for as
much grain.

There are only so many trips a barge
can make; they usually bring fertilizer up
the river and go back down with grain.

Local mills like Sparta Co-op, Melrose
Farm Service, and Allied co-op buy and
resell grain but a lot of grain still goes
back to feeding animals in the area. “If
I’m raising corn and have cattle a farmer
could store it at a co-op and use it for their
feed mixes,” said Robson.

DRY cont. on page 11
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ASK US HOW YOU CAN
LOCK IN THESE GREAT
CATTLE PRICES!

50+ YEARS OF COMBINED CROP INSURANCE EXPERIENCE

ASK FOR TOM WISE!

(608)-377-1973

620 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE, SUITE 6
SPARTA, WISCONSIN 54656
TOMVINEVEST@GMAIL.COM

‘EDUCATION’

continued from page 3

Wisconsin agricultural products is available
through the Buy Local, Buy Wisconsin
program. The “Something Special from
Wisconsin” label, provided by the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade, and
Consumer Protection (DATCP), is aimed at
promoting products made with ingredients
sourced from within the state.

The report also touches on the impacts
of the Dairy Innovation Hub, an initiative
geared at bolstering agricultural research
and development across multiple UW
campuses. According to the report, more
than 130 projects have already been funding
through the initiative, from products focused
on monitoring and improving cattle health to
advance automation in milking processes to
reducing farm waste.

Like most industries, the agricultural
industry is struggle to find workers to
fill open positions. In order to address
this, the Wisconsin Department of Public
Instruction has been working to ensure that
Wisconsin students in grades five through
twelve can take at least one agricultural
course. Membership drives by ag-focused
organizations such as the FFA are also
helping to expose Wisconsin youth to
agriculture.

Wisconsin’s  apprenticeship ~ program
was also highlighted, with eleven career
pathways in agriculture, food, and natural
resources available for students to explore.
These apprenticeships given students on-the-
job training, bolstering their employability
in the future. In the 2022-2023 school year,
participation in the agricultural pathways
of the apprenticeship program increased by
more than 250% over the past decade, with
1,045 students participating in the 2022-
2023 school year.

Moving forward, the DWD plans to build
on the growing number of organic farms
in Wisconsin. The department has recently
initiated a Registered Apprenticeship
program for Organic Vegetable Farm
Managers. Since beginning in 2019, more
than two dozen have enrolled.

Efforts to modernize apprenticeship
opportunities and keep up with evolving
technologies has resulted in fourteen new
occupational pathways available to high
school juniors and seniors in the past year.
This includes Dairy Grazier and Arborist—
the first youth arborist apprenticeship
program not just in Wisconsin, but in
the country. Another new program is the
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources
(AFNR) pathway, which focuses on careers
in planning, implementing, producing,
managing, and processing agricultural
goods and services.

1006 Superior Ave. Tomah, Wl 54660-(608) 374-3404

HARDWARE
Grinding Wheels lowest Price Around
Bungee Cords - Tarps

100% Warrenty on Tools!

JGR
Varietyu.c

Punch + Chisle Set

$32.99

Lifetime Warrenty

PROUD TO SUPPORT
LOCAL FARMERS

v Short, immediate, & long-term financing

v Fixed & variable interest rates
v We'll come to your location

ANDY DOYLE
608-374-1155

@® Ban

www.bankfirst.com

BRAD RAHMLOW
715-602-7060

KFirst

MEMBER FDIC
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

Y% NEW HOLLAND
AGRICULTURE

GeHLU

SIMPSON’S TRACTOR INC.

Pl ne R iver New & Used Equipment Sales & Service

1710 US Hwy 14E + Richland Center, Wl 53581
Leasing (608) 647-6343 - Fax (608) 647-3813

www.simpsonstractor.com




6 FALL FARM & HARVEST EDITION October 18th & 19th, 2023 Supplement to the Monroe County Herald,

From planting to harvest and everything in between,
Farmers State Bank is here for all your Agricultural lending needs!

2 Your Local Full Service
FDiE John Deere Dealer

CONTACT US
TODAY!

We offer a large
selection of
equipment and parts
as per your needs and
budget

GB20 SERIES

GRAPPLE BUCKETS
84" Width

Ge““lg cl“"es none » Universal Quick-Attach
lnNn PHI“E « Bucket: 486 Ibs
. Bucket & Grapple: 997 Ibs
M M + Optional bolt-on cutting edge
. » Detachable grapple
* Mesh style spill screen
* 0.7 yd. Capacity

77" Maximum jaw opening
Flared side panels for dumping ease

portlandimplement.com 20 State Highway 33,

www.landpride.com (800) 998-9624 - (608) 654-5575 Cashton, WI 54619
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continued from page 2

WEATHER

Mike Wegner informed the Herald that
indeed, weather is constantly on the mind
of farmers. “You’re always fighting the
weather; it is all you are thinking about.
You get up and immediately think, ‘What’s
the weather like, what’s the weather like?’
Like this morning, it’s foggy, so we won’t
be able to start beans [soybeans] until
noon. No matter what we do here, it always
comes down to the weather.”

When the Herald pressed Mike on the
how the drought affected their yield this
year, the Herald was quite surprised at the
answer. “We were pretty shocked when we
got in the fields this year, at how good our
crops are.” Mike started out. “Soybeans
need a lot of water and there was none in
August, yet our soybeans are very healthy.
As well, the corn is spectacular.” Mike
went on to explain the most important
times for corn to get rain. “Corn does not
need a lot of rain. It needs rain to come out
of the ground and it needs rain to pollinate.
We get better yields with a little less rain
than with too much rain.”

STEEP HILLS AND GRADES

One of the reasons harvesting may
take longer than some folks think, is that
there are steep grades that Mike and his
crew must take time and utilize caution to
traverse with their tractors and combines.
“Our combines have a Hillco system in
them, which is a self-leveling mechanism,
where the combine stays level as you
g0. We have big tractors, so while we do
maintain a level of caution, no one is going
to tip over.” Mike explained that when the
weather is bad, and the hills get muddy or
greasy, they use common sense and wait
for it to dry.

END OF HARVEST

Mike Wegner and his crew shoot for
having the harvesting completed by
Thanksgiving Day. When the harvesting
is done, the farm equipment and vehicles
need to be cleaned. “We like to wash all of
our equipment before we put it away [for
the winter]. We can spend five days just
washing the two combines off — it is a lot
of work because we like them spotless. We
are big on keeping things cleaned up and
maintained.”

Mike spoke to the exhaustion that comes
with the two months of harvesting. “After
you are done harvesting, you don’t feel like
doing much for a while. You get kind of
worn out from the 2 to 3-month process. In
recent years, we head down to Florida for
about a week, to relax and unwind. When
we get back from Florida, for the rest of
the winter, we work on snowmobiles, here
in the shed, and any maintenance that our
equipment may require.” Mike says that he
and the crew will start getting everything
ready in March, for the planting season.

The Herald inquired about where all of the
corn and soybeans go, after being harvested,
and how do they get the best prices for their
product. “I look at my phone every day. We
have two markets here, the first being the
ethanol plant in Necedah. We haul a lot of
our corn there. I look at their cash bids every
day. They will call us when they need corn
and maybe offer us extra per bushel because
they really need it.”

The other place is Cargill, on the river,
in La Crosse. This is where their soybeans
are hauled to. “We sell our soybeans there
and some corn. We see it all being loaded
on barges and then steamed down to New
Orleans. It is a cool feeling knowing that
what we have harvested is going to feed the
world. We have no idea where most of our
production even ends up. Farmers feed the
world.”

“We would always laugh and complain
about him always checking in on us, giving
us advice and direction all the time, but we

are all going to miss that, you know.”
— Mike Wegner

A FAREWELL TO
A GREAT MAN

A celebration of Life was held for Dean
Wegner, on Thursday, October 12th. As a
symbolic gesture of honor and respect for
a man who was a steward of the land and
whose passion for farming was ingrained
in every fiber of his being, many attendees
showed up on their farm equipment. The
field across from Torkelson Page-Smith
Funeral home was packed. Dean will
be missed by many — his family, his
buddies that he had breakfast and coffee
with every day, at 6 a.m., at Dorine’s
Family Inn, and the land in which he
was a gracious steward.

At the Life Celebration held for

Dean Wegner, a strong gesture

of honor was put for by his

friends, when many brought their
tractors and farm equipment to
where he was being celebrated.
Contributed photo.

The dense fog on Tuesday morning kept Mike Wegner and his three-man crew
from starting straight in on their harvesting goals for the day. Mike’s father,
Dean Weghner, started out with 100 acres, back in 1967. The Wegner Family

Farms now has 2,500 acres. Herald photo by Benny Mailman.
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Changes over time see changes in family farms

BY NICOLETTE NAUMAN
Sentry-Enterprise Editor

It’s a common refrain in
rural areas: the family farm is
disappearing. And it isn’t difficult
to see why: Wisconsin has lost
more than 8,700 farms between
2007 and 2012, and has lost an
additional 4,900 farms between
2012 and 2022. Today, Wisconsin
is home to just 64,100 farms—
which is still a lot, all things
considered. However, it pales in
comparison to the 130,000 farms
that operated in the 1930s—and

those were just dairy farms!
Rural  communities  have
recorded notable declines from
the 1990s to today, much of
which has been colloquially
attributed to the loss of local,
family-owned farms. And yet,
Wisconsin’s agricultural industry
has never been more productive.
Of the 64,100 farms operating
in the state, just 6,000 or so
are dairy farms. As a result,
Wisconsin is home to more dairy
farms than any other state. We
are a leader in the dairy industry,
contributing $45.6

WE SPECHALZE [N SEUUTNG GURAL FROPERRY OF ALL mAES:
farms, farmettes, hunting and agricultural land. Our knowledge
is backed with first-hand experience because country living is

who we are and what we do.
612 Broadway St., P.0. Box 63 Cashton, Wl 54619 * (608) 654-5162

billion to the Wisconsin economy
each year. We’re number one in
cheese production, with over
600 types, styles, and varieties
produced here—nearly double
what any other state produces,
and 25% of the national cheese
production.

So what gives? How are we
simultaneously  losing farms
while increasing production? The
instinctive reaction is to point to
massive corporate farms—but
what exactly defines a “corporate
farm,” and are they really so
prevalent as we may think? How
do we tell the difference between

a corporate farm and just a large
farm owned by a family?

In their yearly report focused
on U.S. farms and ranches, the
Economic  Research  Service
of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture tends to avoid the
use of the word “corporate”
when typing farms. Instead, they
opt for “family farms” versus
“nonfamily farms.” So what
makes the difference?

According to the 2022 Edition
of America’s Farms and Ranches
at a Glance, nonfamily farms are
defined as “any farm where any

operator and any individuals
related to them do not own a
majority (50%) of the business.”
Fair enough—you can’t really
call it a family farm if the family
in question doesn’t own most if
not all of the farm.

The report breaks family farms
down into three broad categories:
small family farms, with a gross
cash farm income (GCFI) of less
than $350,000; midsize family
farms, with a GCFI between
$350,000 and $999,999; and

CHANGES cont. on page 9

WE SERVICE .
ALL MAKES Paleys
AND MODELS Bearings
or TRAILERS FABRICATIONS 2t per
PARTS IN STOCK: For all your fabrication & repair needs - Roller Chain
. *Spri ' . ' 2
Ligns -usos  There is no substitute for quality! Slkidder
“Wiring  +Hubs E16398A County Highway P Service
Hillsboro WI 54634
Steel, Stainless Steel
& Aluminum Fabrication

1 MILE WEST OF HILLSBORO, WI
$1988 PRESLIK RD, HILLSBORO -« 608-489-4370

secretary@hansenfab.com




Hillsboro Sentry-Enterprise, and Cashton Record

October 18th & 19th, 2023

FALL FARM & HARVEST EDITION 9

[FOIR AL YOUR ERAINE/AW NE=EEDS

DID YOU KNOW?
*We are an Authorized Serice
Center for Husqvarna & ECHO
*We register every unit sold
*We have Promo Packages
every month
*We stock parts

BURR RIDGE | (~

ENTERPRISE LLC

FACTORY AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER BRING IN THIS AD TO RECEIVE

10% Off Supplies or

*40 Off
XP Model Chainsaw
Good only at Burr Ridge Enterprise. Expires Date 12-30-23

E15740 Burr Salem Road,

Hillsboro, Wisconsin 54634
M-T-W-F 7:00am - 5:00pm ¢ Saturday 8:00am - 11:30am ° Closed Sun. and Thurs. (Out For Lunch 12:00-1:00 pm)

W18448 Co. Rd. TT, Ettrick - 608-525-0277 - frenchvilletrailer.com

Frenchville Trailer Sales LLC, serving
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continued from page 8

large-scale family farms, with a GCFI of
one million dollars or more.

Small family farms are further broken
down: retirement farms, whose principal
operators have retired from farming but
continue to farm on a small scale; off-
farm-occupation farms, or farms in which
the principal operators report a primary
occupation that is not farming; and farming-
occupation farms, in which farming is the
primary occupation of the primary operator.

That third category is divided further into
low sales and moderate sales. Low-sale
small family farms have a GCFI of less than
$150,000, while moderate sale small family
farms have a GCFI between $150,000 and
$349,999.

Large-scale farms, meanwhile, are
broken down into subcategories: large
farms, with a GCFI between $1,000,000
and $4,999,999; and very large farms, with
a GCFI of $5,000,000 or more.

In2021, the total number of farms recorded
as family farms—regardless of size—was
1,960,696 out of a total of 2,003,754 U.S.
farms. Only 43,058 farms were recorded as
nonfamily farms. Approximately 89% of all
farms were small family farms, operating
45% of the total agricultural land. These
small farms accounted for 18% of the total
value of production. In other words: most
U.S. farms are classified as small family
farms.

So why does it feel like the family farm is
fading away? If 89% of all farms are small
family farms, and about 98% are classified
as family farms, then why does the myth of
the family farm’s decline persist?

Well, it’s most likely due to a change in
what actually entails a “family farm.” Back
in the day, a family farm was exactly that:
a family farm. As in, one family per farm.
If you as a farmer had six kids survive to
adulthood, those six would go off and start
farms of their own. Or five would, with the
sixth opting to take over the existing farm.

But times change. After the World Wars,
particularly post-WWII, we began to see

the advent of suburbia. More people began
to migrate to the cities, looking for work.
Changes over the later half of the twentieth
century saw a shift from farming as a means
to feed your family to farming as a means to
make a living.

The family farms didn’t disappear—
they consolidated. Instead of going out to
build your own farm, you might instead
stay on the farm you grew up on and
build upon it. Families began to partner
together, neighbors and communities might
consolidate for greater profits, and so on.

Beyond that, shifts in the economy meant
that, for an increasing number of farm
kids, sticking with farming as a career just
didn’t seem like the viable choice. Farming
is a heavy financial risk. Your profits and
income are dependent on the weather,
which can be unpredictable. A disease may
infect your fields or your herds, resulting in
lost money. Natural disasters, from floods to
droughts, and manmade ones such as wars
could drive up the cost of everything from
the fuel necessary to power your equipment
to the seeds you need to plant a field.

It’s difficult to mitigate these risks, and
for small family farms with limited capital
to work with, a shift in the weather could
be disastrous. Growing up and watching
your family struggle to make ends meet
could discourage a farm kid from pursuing
farming. Instead, they might go on to pursue
a more stable career, one with greater pay
and less risk.

As a result, the family farms have had
to change over time. Instead of dozens
dotting the rural landscape, we now only
have a handful. But they’re larger than
their ancestors, and thanks to innovations
in agricultural technology, they’re able to
produce more with fewer farms operating.

The perceived loss of the family farm
appears to be based less actual production
and more in a change of culture, economics,
and industrial technology. So, in truth,
perhaps it’s not as simple as blaming
corporate farms for the loss of the family
farm. Instead, perhaps we should look more
to the changes in our world over the past
century when wondering about the state of
the family farm today.

FEBRUARY 14,2024 SPRING CONSIGNMENT SALE

Book early so we can get your equipment  advertised for interet bidding & live

WANTED: Farm Equipment, Industrial Equipment,
Construction Equipment, Semis
Give us a call so we can help you market your equipment
We buy & sell every day of the week

M&S Sales

$1752 County Hwy. HH, Hillsboro
Call Steve 608-553-0403 warco.com
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220 lineal ft of 8' forms .... $10/ft per week
170 lineal ft of &' forms .... $7.50/ft per week
280 lineal ft of 4'forms .... $5/ft per wk
These are steel ply forms In Stock:

Included in price of rental, we have available: 6',8',10",12" Xties and base ties,
inside and outside corners, scaffolding

filler forms 1"-1-1/2" - 2" - 4" - 6" etc. up to 22" water
clamps, wedge bolts, and turn buckels

TOOL RENTAL

Concrete Forming & Tool Rental

alsoin stock ......
8"10% 12", 14",

and 16" sonotubes
1%1-1/2", 2" insulation
1/2" PEX tubing
3/4" PEX tubing

form oil, rebar ties, rebar chairs.

Rebar Sales: amount per ton
3/8" $5.39 ea. 1 ton plus $5.00 ea. (266pc)
1/2"$8.49ea. "' $7.85ea.(150pc)
5/8"$13.99ea. ""  $12.48ea.(96pc) 6 mil Plastic
3/8" fiberglass V-bar -$5.30 ea. 4 mil Plastic
8'x15' 10 gauge mesh, $34.00, (10 pc-$31.00 ea.) Expansion Foam
8'x15' 6 gauge mesh, $50.00, (10 pc-$45.00 ea.) Sill Seal

Prices subject to change Anchor Bolts

Tax must be added to all prices Nails and screws
Please Reserve Rental ltems if Possible  Steel & Wood stakes

6'8' 10" 12" & 14' Bar Vibra Screed - $60.00
36" Power Trowel -$65.00

46" Power Trowel -$85.00

Plate Compactor -$60.00

Jumping Jack Compactor -$75.00

Soffcut Saw -$60.00 plus $.05 per foot
Concrete Saw -$30.00

Bull Floats -$10.00 Construction Tools

Laser Transit -§25.00 p I E H IL L Ladders

Gas Hammer Drill -§ 25.00- Bits $2 rental pPL Y < — -
Cut & Break Concrete Saw -$60.00 __sU Visit our store for tools and supplies

open 7 to 5:30 Monday - Friday
8to 12 on Saturday

Walk behind Concrete Saw -$75.00
These prices are for 1 day rental, wkly rates are x4

E 17337 Kouba Valley Rd
Hillsboro, W1 54634

Organic Specialists
Cashton Farm
Supply, Ltd.

300 State Hwy 27, Cashton, W1 54619

» Feed Products Protein and Grain (.
» Buyers and End Users of All Organic Grains

» Poultry Rations and Premixes
Starter - Grower - Layer

> Livestock Vitamins & Minerals

» Call for early pay discounts available on
Albert Lea and Blue River Organic Seed

» Certified Organic Feed Mill Featuring a Full Line of Organic Products
» Natural and Organic Approved Fertilizer

Products Approved for Organic Use

CFS Specialties, Inc.

800-822-6671 FAX 608-654-5696
E-mail: organic@cfspecial.com
www.cfspecial.com

Kitchen Cabinets & Bathroom Vanities

Homemade hand built kitchen cabinets and
bathroom vanities made to custom
Choice of wood/Natural, Stained or Painted
Available with made to custom Laminate
Quartz Countertops

Lester Miller 26441 Cty. Hwy. U Norwalk, WI 54648

OSBORNE
STUMP REMOVAL LLC

e Insured
*No Job Too Small

*Stump Grinding
*Light Excavating

Titus Osborne
28682 Co. Hwy. D
Richland Center, Wl 53581

Cell: 608-604-7757

titusoshorne1@gmail.com

BNAal

ICKINgES

=101 “'ﬂ"[!

MAZELIN’S
CHOKERS AND MAIN LINE
107% OFF Oregon Log
Parts, Service & Sales SP""‘";/ and Pressure
lashers
HOURS AD GOOD THRU OCTOBER
Sunday Closed Oézgt%:; fmer
M onday, Tuesday, receive a
Wednesday & Friday | matching chain
8am-b‘pm for $8.00
Thursday Closed
Saturday 8am-4pm

E16390 Robin Rd., Hillsboro, WI 54634
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‘DRY’
continued from page 4

Also locally, a vast amount of corn goes
to the ethanol plant, in Necedah.

All in all, “the farmers who watched
the market this summer, should be fairly
profitable this year,” said Robson.

NUTRIENTS & FERTILIZER

The supply chain issues seem to have
been resolved for the most part compared to
last year, “prices of nutrients have softened,
and the supply is there,” said Robson.

This year the challenge comes from the
drought over the Summer. “The nutrients
applied last fall and this spring with the
reduced crop output leaves extra nutrients
left in the soil,” said Robson.

Many farmers will be looking to cut back
on fertilizer this Fall as they likely didn’t use
as much nutrients with the smaller yields.
Robson explained, “If you take a 25% cut
on your yield, you’ll probably cut back 10-
20% on your fertilizer from last year.”

Part of Robson’s role as the County
Agronomist is helping landowners come
up with nutrient management plans. When
nutrients are over or under applied, the soil
can begin to erode, which can cause water
issues with phosphorus getting into water
and such.

“Having a nutrient-management plan
is imperative to the long-term success of

anybody involved in crop farming,” said
Robson. He said, “If you’re just using the
same amount of fertilizer each year just
to do that, it doesn’t make sense as there
may be nutrients leftover. And the cost of
nutrients is expensive, so if we can all save
money and have better soil, it’s a win-win
scenario.” Healthier soils don’t need as
much fertility.

“A lot of cranberry marshes have nutrient
management plans as well. There are many
different soil types in Monroe County but,
the better you do on nutrient management
the healthier your soils are the better the
crops can do on their own without as
many applied nutrients plus the cost,” said
Robson. It doesn’t matter if it’s cranberries,
beans, corn, hay, or whatever.

DAIRY

“The Dairy industry is still a struggle;
the small guys have a hard time making it.
Essentially, we’re close to the same number
or a little less of cows producing the same
amounts of milk as there were years ago,
just bigger farms instead of many small
farms,” said Robson.

The price of milk leaves the smaller farms
in a tough position to make it.

For more questions, or help building
your nutrient management plan you can
call Robson at 608-696-8664 or stop into
the Monroe County Land Conservation
Department at 820 Industrial Dr., Ste. #3.

1006 Superior Ave. Tomah, WI 54660+ (608) 374-3404

FALL HARVEST

Varietyuc
AREA RUGS AT gc
$89.00

Purdue Dressers - Made in USA

JOR

Starting at $139.00

Performance & Safety Service Inspection

COMBINES:

Complete John Deere Performax combine inspection:

- Complete grease job

- Change engine oil

- Change air filters in cab and engine

- Change fuel filter

- Test safety systems and operator controls
+ Plus 50 more Performax services!

$675 (plus parts)

$729 (plus parts)

at your farm, without oil change

YOUR BUILDING EXPERT

CASHTON BUILDING SUPPLY Inc.
- Quality ‘Building Materials & Personal Service -
523 Broadway - Cashton, Wl 54619

Phone 608-654-7871

Hours: Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m.-Noon

CBS DESIGNS

AT CASHTON BUILDING SUPPLY
Designer: Kortney Kuhse

ALSO HAVE
+Carmel
Apples
«Cider &
«Apple Cider
Donuts

Open 7 Days
a Week
Honey Crisp plus

15 Varieties of Apples

N845 Byington Rd., Wonewoc, WI

608-220-2620 )

PLATFORMS:

- Inspect and adjust cutterbar

- Inspect and adjust auger

- Inspect and adjust belt, rolls, and teeth

- Adjust contour master applications (if applicable)
- Test safety systems & operator controls

- Plus MORE Performax services!

$225 (plus parts)

Ask about No Payments / No Interest options
when using a John Deere Financial plan!

TRACTOR
&&= CENTRAL

TractorCentral.com

ARCADIA - 608-323-3363
CAMERON - 715-234-4240
CHIPPEWA FALLS - 715-723-8400  SHELDON - 715-452-5195
DURAND - 715-672-8915
GRANTON - 715-238-7186

CORN HEADS:

- Grease all fittings

- Inspect & adjust auger, fingers & strippers

- Inspect all gearcase oil levels & top off lube

- Inspect & adjust row units, chains & sprockets
- Test safety systems & operator controls

- Plus MORE Performax services!

$225 (plus parts)

Parts & Labor
12 Month
Warranty

AG PRODUCTS

Receive 12 month, unlimited-
hour coverage on parts and labor
on all dealer installed genuine
John Deere Ag parts.

MENOMONIE - 715-235-4203
MONDOQVI - 715-926-3891

WEST SALEM - 608-786-1360
WESTBY - 608-634-3141

Thauks for Supporting
your local wewspapers
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Great

Thank You, g
Farmers!

MONROE « COUNTY AR AT
ER AL SO ANt
HID DENESBRINGS
—-a, BRODUEE
Hillshoro AV

Sentry+LEunterprise Mgt CaOp
Schrock’s Rustic

Cashton Record Outdoor Furniture

E16091 State Hwy 82 ° Hillsboro, WI 54634

CALL OR LOG ON TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!  (608) 633-1087

-Land Clearing

-Waterway Installation

-Driveway Maintenance & Installation
-Fence Row/Field edge clearing
Invasive Species Control & More

WWW.BETTISLANDWORKS.COM
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