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Corn is ready to be, or 
already has been, chopped 
for the season. Photo by 
Nate Beier/GX3 Media.
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New farmers face substantial 
barriers to entering agriculture

No Country For 
Young Farmers?

Farmer chops up a field before summer comes to an end. Photo by Nate Beier/GX3 Media.

BY NICOLETTE NAUMAN
Sentry-Enterprise Editor

In 2021, the State Agriculture 
Overview for Wisconsin, released 
by the National Agriculture 
Statistics Service (NASS), listed 
64,100 operating farms in the state, 
accounting for more than 14 million 
acres of Wisconsin land. 

For most Wisconsinites, the 
thought of farming may invariably 
bring up images of the family farm. 
For many farmers in Wisconsin, 
the farm has been in the family for 
at least two generations, passed 
down from parent to child. However 

passing on a farm to the next 
generation of farmers has proven to 
be increasing difficult, with current 
farmers largely comprised of those 
ages 50 and older and younger, 
aspiring farmers, finding significant 
barriers standing between them and 
keeping the farming tradition alive. 

Data collected by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
highlighted this trend back in 2012, 
when the department found that 
the average age of a farm’s main 
operator had increased from roughly 
50 years old in 1978 to roughly 58 
in 2012. The increase in the average 
age hints towards farmers pushing 

back retirement, which in turn 
leads to more than a few second- 
or third-generation farm kids 
looking elsewhere for economic 
opportunities until their parents or 
grandparents are ready to retire. As 
a result, it can be difficult for these 
farm kids to rearrange their lives to 
take over the family farm. 

For new farmers who do not hail 
from farming families, acquiring 
land has proven to be a significant 
challenge. Here in Wisconsin, the 
average price per acre of agricultural 
land has hit $5,416 in 2022, according 
to the Mid-Year update to the 2022 
Wisconsin Agricultural Land Prices 

Report. In Vernon County, part of 
the Southwest district listed in the 
report, average prices can reach 
has high as $6,221 per acre. Young 
farmers looking to purchase land in 
Juneau County may see average per 
acre land prices as high as $3,755, 
with those over in Monroe County 
looking at average prices per acre 
sitting around $4,970. 

A survey conducted in 2017 by the 
National Young Farmer’s Coalition 
saw 61% of beginning farmers 
listing access to land as the key 
challenge to getting into the farming 

FARMERS cont. on page 7
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BY NICOLETTE NAUMAN
Sentry-Enterprise Editor

Farming and agriculture have long roots 
in Wisconsin’s heritage, history, and culture. 
As a state, we’ve taken no small amount of 
pride in the concept of the family farm and 
the dairy farmer. We’ve branded ourselves 
as America’s Dairyland, right down to the 
license plates affixed to our cars. However, 
the United States has seen a concerning trend 
when it comes to our family farms. 

Here in Wisconsin, the amount of land 
being farmed declined for the first in four 
years back in 2021, dropping approximately 
100,000 acres from 2020. This represents a 
less than one percent decline, but it is the first 
decrease in land farmed since 2017, according 
to data collected by the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS), a division of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

The decline in farmed land could be 
accounted for by farmers looking to 
downsize or transition from more land-heavy 
farming practices, such as dairy, to those 
that are less land-intensive. Other farmers 
may be considering retirement, selling off 
their properties. In some cases, farmers and 
producers who opt to sell may sell to other 
producers. In others, particularly in farms 
located near more urbanized areas, the land 
may be sold off to individuals or developers 
looking to either get out of the city, own land 
for recreational hunting, or to develop the 
property in some other manner. 

Data collected and published in the 2022 

Wisconsin Agricultural Land Prices report, 
2020 saw the most sales of agricultural land 
since 2012. While the data did show a decline 
of such sales in 2021, the total number of 
sales still outpaced the sales made in the six 
years prior to the onset of COVID-19. 

The report’s author, an agriculture educator 
with Marathon County Extension by the 
name of Heather Schlesser, attributes the 
shift in sales to the initial price shocks and 
uncertainties of the early months of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. For farmers, who had 
been dealing with flagging milk prices and 
other economic stressors for years before 
COVID-19, the onset of the pandemic may 
have been the final straw in their decision of 
whether or not to keep their farms. 

Prior to COVID-19, most farms that sold 
were sold to other producers, keeping the 
land in agricultural use regardless of if the 
use switched between crops and animals. 
After the onset of COVID-19, if there were 
no producers looking to buy, then farmers 
looking to sell would sell to buyers outside of 
the agricultural industry, taking the land out 
of production. 

According to the 2022 Mid-Year Report 
for the Wisconsin Agricultural Land Prices 
report, the average price of farmland sold 
between the start of year and the end of 
June was $5,416 per acre—an increase of 
8.8% from 2021 and a 21.6% increase from 
2020. Prior to 2011, farmland was selling for 
roughly $3,192 an acre on average, peaking 

Agricultural land prices 
see increases in 2022

This graph, courtesy of the University of Wisconsin – Madison’s Division of 
Extension, demonstrates the trends in the average price of agricultural land sold 
here in Wisconsin over the past twelve years. 

Farmer chops up a field before summer comes to an end. Photo by Nate Beier/GX3 Media.

BIERMEIER
 INSURANCE
AGENCY LLC

113 Main St.
Elroy, WI 53929

608-462-8646
biermeierins@gmail.com

Call or e-mail us today for a quote!

Kevin A. Biermeier 
Owner, Licensed Agent

Teresa J. Stanek 
Licensed Agent

Independent Insurance Agency
Serving Your Farm, Home, Auto and 

Commercial Insurance Needs

D & D Farm Supply
(608) 489-3586 – Hwy 33 & 80 – Union Center

• RABBIT FEED
• BIRD FEED
• HORSE FEED

• CALF FEED
• STEER FEED
• PIG FEED

Your farm animal feed supplier...

• DIAMOND DOG & CAT FOOD
Yes! WE SELL TIRES PLUS WE DO OIL CHANGES AND BRAKES TOO!

D & D ALSO CARRIES
GATES - FENCING - FEEDER PANELS - T-POSTS - BARBED WIRE

D & D Farm Supply
(608) 489-3586 - Hwy. 33 & 80 - Union Center
 Your farm animal feed supplier . . .

Sales and Service

Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30AM-5:30PM; Saturday 8:00AM-1:00PM
S1438A WI-33 LAVALLE, WI | WWW.HARTJEPOWER.COM

Darrell Ramer, 608-985-8210 | Darren Ramer

HA
RTJ

E FARM & POWER
EQUIPMENT

PRICES cont. on page 10
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OPEN Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 7:00am – 5:00pm
Sat. 8:00am – 11:30am • Thurs. & Sun. CLOSED

Burr Ridge Enterprise

Burr Ridge
Enterprise

BRE
BREBurr Ridge Enterprise

Burr Ridge
Enterprise

BRE
BRE

SPECIALIZING IN CHAINSAWS
E15747 State Hwy. 33

Hillsboro, WI 54634

 

572 XP - 20” .050 Chainsaw  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1169 .99
1 Gal . • Premixed fuel XP+ = 5-Year Warranty*   .  .  . $29 .99
1 Chain (72EXL072)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $39 .99
1 Classic Protective Chaps  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $89 .99

THINK SAFETY!
MSRP $1329 .96  Safety Pack Deal Price   .  .  .  . $1195 .00
 SAVE $134 .96

*Parts
*Sales
*Service

WE STOCK PARTS!

BRING IN THIS 
AD TO GET
 THE DEAL!

MSRP

Deal of The Year! 
Safety Pack

Hurry 
Limited

 Quantities!

*5-Year Consumer 
   Warranty. . . 

FACTORY 
AUTHORIZED

SERVICE CENTER

15341 State Hwy. 131, Tomah, WI
608-372-4203

INDUSTRIAL INDUSTRIAL 
RESIDENTIALRESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL

  AG LIME SPREADING  AG LIME SPREADING  
60-69 INDEX ZONE60-69 INDEX ZONE

•Road Construction•Road Construction
•Side Developments•Side Developments

•Grading - Leveling - Fill•Grading - Leveling - Fill
•Demolition  •Topsoil  •Rock •Sand •Demolition  •Topsoil  •Rock •Sand 

•Pit Run •Bedding Sand•Pit Run •Bedding Sand

Professional Drafting & Engineering Available For Residential & Commercial Project
Energy Audits Available
Drafting, Estimating & Kitchen Layouts
Pole Building Construction or Job Packs
Panelized Wall Systems
Complete Line of Home & Pole Building Materials
5% Cash Discount on Materials

Hwy 33 Between Reedsburg & La Valle
La Valle, WI 53941

608-985-7207/800-362-5898
Open: Mon.-Fri. 7 to 5 & Sat. 7 to Noon

Hartje Lumber, Inc.

Flexible FinancingFlexible Financing
for Farmersfor Farmers

As a family-owned, rural community 
bank, we understand the needs of the 
family farm. We’re proud to offer the low 
rates and flexible terms you need.

Find loans for:

Farm land and
improvements

Equity loans
for operations

Agricultural structures 
and buildings

Centerville
(608) 539-5900

Holmen
(608) 394-3340

Sparta
(608) 269-2126

Trempealeau
(608) 534-6335

Viola
(608) 627-1491

Viroqua
(608) 637-3133

citizensfirstbank.net

The agriculture industry is indispensa­
ble, affecting both food supply and tou­
rism. It presents various interesting job 
opportunities, some of which are less 
well-known. Here are four that might 
surprise you.

1.	Mushroom growers are responsible 
for managing mushroom and com­
post production. They must also fol­
low quality control procedures. Their 
schedule is variable and depends on 
the needs of the crop. 

2.	Orchard pruners trim apple trees 
in the summer and winter. They’re 
seasonal workers and don’t have any 
spe­cific training. It’s possible to qui­
ckly learn the ins and outs of pru­

ning on the job with more experien­
ced workers.

3.	Big game and ratite (flightless bird) 
producers raise animals like bison, 
wild boar, deer, ostriches, emus and 
rheas. They also manage production, 
administration and marketing, among 
several other tasks.

4.	Floriculture (flower farming) super­
visors coordinate and verify the work 
done by horticultural workers. They 
also perform a variety of tasks to pro­
duce flowering and or­na­men­tal 
plants.

The wonderful world of agri­
culture is full of possibilities.

4 little-known jobs in agriculture
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From planting to harvest and everything in between,
Farmers State Bank is here for all your Agricultural lending needs!

Wishing all farmers a safe and bountiful harvest season!

Call or stop in for more information.

FARMERS
STATE BANK

Hillsboro • 489-2621
Union Center • 489-2761

La Farge • 625-2480
Readstown • 629-5510
Wonewoc • 464-3210

GET 
READY

 FOR FALL!

Pine River 
Leasing

New & Used Equipment Sales & Service
1710 US Hwy 14E • Richland Center, WI 53581

(608) 647-6343 • Fax (608) 647-3813
www.simpsonstractor.com

SIMPSON’S TRACTOR INC.

PROUD TO SUPPORT
LOCAL FARMERS

aShort, immediate, & long-term financing
aFixed & variable interest rates
aWe’ll come to your location

ANDY DOYLE
608-374-1155

BRAD RAHMLOW
715-602-7060

w w w.bank f i r s t .com MEMBER FDIC
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

Press Release

MADISON, Wis. – At this time of year, 
you don’t have to drive far in Wisconsin to 
see combines running in the fields, tractors 
moving equipment, and trucks hauling grain. 
Wisconsin farmers are working from sunrise 
to long past sunset to harvest their crops and 
prepare their farms for winter. During this 
busy time, it is fitting that we all share our 
appreciation to farmers. On National Farmers 
Day, October 12, 2022, please join us in 
thanking Wisconsin farmers.

Wisconsin farmers are the foundation of 
the state’s robust food supply chain, and it all 
starts on each of our state’s farms. Wisconsin 
farmers understand that our soil and water 
resources are our strength, and they work 
tirelessly to ensure that our farmland is 
maintained for future generations. To help 
with that effort, the Governor’s Task Force on 
Climate Change, which included input from 
Wisconsin farmers themselves, recommended 
the continuation of programs such as 
Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grants. 
Following these recommendations, there 
have been critical investments to increase the 
funding for this program to support farmers 
who implement conservation practices. We 
were also able to increase funding for county 
conservation staff so farmers implementing 
climate-smart practices have access to boots 
on the ground assistance.

Wisconsin farmers are a leader in 
producing a variety of crops including 

potatoes, vegetables, cranberries, ginseng, 
and more. The state’s farmers rely on a 
thriving processing industry to transform 
their quality products into the nutritious and 
delicious foods consumers rely on for their 
families. In Wisconsin, we have worked 
to ensure farmers and processors have the 
resources they need to keep their businesses 
moving forward. In the past biennial budget, 
we were able to double the funding for the 
Dairy Processor Grants. With this extra 
funding, we invested in 19 dairy processors 
this year alone, improving their profitability 
and making long-term investments so farmers 
continue to have a processor for their milk for 
years to come.

We have also made major investments in 
Wisconsin’s livestock and meat industry so 
farmers don’t experience delays in getting 
their animals to market. There was a meat 
processing grant program in the most recent 
budget, and with the help of our federal 
funds, we provided $15 million to assist 
meat processors seeking to expand and build 
resiliency in the industry. With a targeted 
investment in workforce development for the 
livestock and meat processing industry, we 
have also been able to support the expansion 
of high school, university, and technical 
college programming to help grow the 
number of skilled workers for the industry.

As Wisconsin farmers produce top-notch 
products, we are working to increase export 

DATCP Secretary Romanski 
Joins Gov. Evers in Thanking 

Wisconsin Farmers

DATCP Secretary and Governor Tony Evers. Contributed photo.

THANKING cont. on page 10
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YOUR LIFESTYLE.
OUR MISSION.

RURAL PROPERTIES WANTED

COLTYN BETTIS

(608)633-1087

13990 Cty Hwy F Norwalk WI 
List Price: $999,900  

120+/- Acre Hobby Farm
PENDING SALE

18721 Cty Hwy A Norwalk WI 
List Price: $249,900 

Country Home on acreage 
PENDING SALE

25+/- Acres County Highway W 
Kendall WI

List Price: $115,000 
SOLDRURAL PROPERTY 

SPECIALISt
UCCOULEECOUNTRY.COM

LAND - FARMS - COUNTRY HOMES

YOUR LOCAL RURAL PROPERTY EXPERT

Your Local Full Service 
John Deere Dealer

CONTACT US 
TODAY!

We offer a large 
selection of 
equipment and 
parts as per your 
needs and 
budget
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Gov. Evers, DATCP Announce Meat Processors Selected to Receive Meat and Poultry Supply 
Chain Resiliency Grants
 
MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers, together with Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection (DATCP) Secretary Randy Romanski, today announced 91 meat 
processors have been selected to receive a total of $10 million through the governor’s Meat and 
Poultry Supply Chain Resiliency Grants. Gov. Evers announced the creation of the Meat and 
Poultry Supply Chain Resiliency Grant Program in May 2022 to continue to support the growth 
of Wisconsin’s meat processing industry and improve the long-term viability of the state’s live-
stock industry.  

“From bolstering our meat processing workforce to providing resources so processors can 
increase capacity and throughput, I’ve been glad to direct $15 million of our federal funds, in 
addition to our budget investments, to support the long-term viability of Wisconsin’s meat and 
livestock industry,” said Gov. Evers. “This industry has been core to our state’s economy for 
generations, and with this support, we’re going help ensure this industry thrives for generations 
to come.” 

Funded through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), Wisconsin meat processors will 
receive funding for grant projects of up to $150,000. Grants are awarded through a competi-
tive selection process and selected processors must provide a match of 100 percent of the grant 
amount. 

“The demand and interest from meat processors to build and grow their operations is high,” 
said DATCP Secretary Romanski. “Through these grants created by Gov. Evers, we are provid-
ing critical funding to meat processors to help them thrive in our state and continue producing 
meat products for local consumers and beyond.” 

DATCP received 99 grant applications requesting more than $11.1 million in funding. A list of 
the 91 selected recipients that span 48 Wisconsin counties is available here, and a map of the 
finalists can be found on DATCP’s website here. Projects have been selected to receive grants 
pending contract finalization. 

In addition to the $10 million Meat and Poultry Supply Chain Resiliency Grant Program, ear-
lier this year, Gov. Evers announced up to $5 million for and created the Meat Talent Develop-
ment Program to help attract students to meat careers, provide financial support to students in 
Wisconsin meat processing training programs, support program development, and connect the 
meat processing industry with potential employees. The program continues to release new proj-
ects that support Wisconsin’s meat industry workforce, including creating a new meat industry 
curriculum for high school students, providing tuition reimbursement for hazard analysis criti-
cal control point (HACCP) trainings, and the development of a Meat Pathways website. 

industry. As a result, many new farmers look to rent or 
lease land—a move which, though affordable, comes 
with a certain degree of instability and uncertainty. 
Banks may take issue with financing farming start-
ups reliant on leases and rental agreements, which 
can make securing funding a challenge for those 
starting out. 

Land aside, finding financing at all can be its 
own struggle. Start-up costs for new farmers have 
never been cheap, and economic fluctuations over 
the past two years have not helped in the slightest. 
Rising costs for seed, herbicides, fertilizers, and 
equipment can amount to a hefty bill even for long-
established farmers. The inherent uncertainties that 
farming naturally entails can make the risk-reward 
calculations difficult to balance, as well. For young 
farmers who have attended college, the additional 
burden of student debt can make securing financing 
virtually impossible. 

There have been a few efforts to help alleviate some 
of the barriers new farmers face in getting their foot 
in the door. The National Young Farmer’s Coalition 
campaigned for legislation to include farmers in the 
Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program, as an 
example. The program, which already includes public 
sector jobs such as doctors and nurses, teachers, and 
non-profit employees, forgives the remaining student 
loan balance for public sector workers after a certain 
number of years. 

Another possible avenue to address these issues 
comes in the form of the 2023 Farm Bill. The Farm 
Bill got its start in the 1930s as a way to address the 
impacts of the Great Depression on farms and the 
food supply. The bill must be renewed every few 
years, and at each renewal it can be reworked to 
account for different issues and to address different 
challenges. 

Young farmers and agricultural advocates focused 

on the aging farming population have voiced hopes 
that the 2023 Farm Bill will contain greater measures 
for addressing the challenges currently faced by 
young farmers trying to establish themselves in 
the industry. Proposed measures include efforts to 
improve access to land for young farmers, building 
greater support staff for farmers both current and 
future, and addressing student debt burdens for 
young farmers. 

The current Farm Bill was enacted in December, 
2018, and will expire in September of next year, at 
which point it will be replaced by a new iteration. 
Discussions regarding what measures will be put 
into the next Farm Bill are still being discussed and 
will likely see increased focus following the midterm 
elections. 

 

‘FARMERS’
continued from page 2

Starting up as a new farmer comes with many challenges, most notably 
the cost of everything from land to equipment – especially if buying new. 
Photo by Nate Beier/GX3 Media.
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Harvest quality has always been closely lin­
ked to climate conditions. Therefore, there’s 
no doubt that global climate change will si­
gnificantly affect agricultural production in 
the coming decades. Here are a few things 
to watch for.

CROP MOVEMENT
It’s predicted that warm regions will face 
increasing incidences of drought and heat­
waves that will ruin crops. Conversely, cold 
areas are expected to benefit from increased 
productivity by introducing new crops that 
were previously impossible to grow. This 
will result in a migration of crop produc­
tion. Rising sea levels may also contribute 
to this movement, as flooding will increa­
singly affect coastal areas, causing crop des­
truction and soil deterioration.

INDIRECT EFFECTS ON POPULATION
A shift in agricultural opportunities may 
cause people to move to more productive 
areas. For instance, less prosperous regions 

on the planet are most vulnerable to climate 
change. This is because they rely heavily on 
agriculture and often don’t have the techni­
cal or financial means to adapt their practi­
ces to changing natural conditions.

GOOD AND BAD SURPRISES
Although some effects of climate change are 
already visible, the many variables at play 
make it difficult to predict the future. The 
success of crop production depends on mois­
ture and precipitation, sunshine, the condi­
tion of the earth’s atmosphere, the severity 
of winters and the proliferation of pests and 
disease. The fate of agricultural activities will 
also be influenced by the capacity of human 
beings to respond appropriately to the dis­
ruptions to come.

While it’s nearly impossible to predict which 
scenario will come next, it’s important to 
implement sustainable land stewardship 
practices to preserve the environment for 
future generations.

If you’re not closely involved in agri­
culture, you may be among the many 
people who think straw and hay are 
the same things. In reality, the two are 
very different materials that serve dis­
tinct purposes.

•	Hay is made from the stems, leaves 
and seed heads of fresh grasses. The 
plant is still green and nutritious when 
harvested, making it a good food source 
for animals. Hay can also be used as 
mulch, as it adds nutrients to the soil 
and aids in moisture retention.

•	Straw is the stalk that remains after a 
grain crop has been harvested. It’s dry 

and typically hollow; in fact, it’s the 
ancestor to the modern drinking straw. 
Farmers can work the stems into the 
earth to enrich the soil or harvest the 
stems for other applications. Like hay, 
straw has nutrients that can benefit 
animals. However, because it’s diffi­
cult for animals to digest, straw is more 
often used as bedding than food. It’s 
also commonly used in other industries, 
such as biofuel, construction and handi­
craft manufacturing.

Now that you know the diffe­
rence between the two, you’ll 
never mix up hay and 
straw again.

How will climate change impact agriculture?
What’s the difference between  

straw and hay? 

When you do your daily chores on 
the farm, you might say you’re “ma­
king the rounds.” These tasks often 
revolve around animal production. 
However, the duties performed depend 
on various factors, including the spe­
cies and season. Here are the most 
common farm chores.

CHECKING THE HEALTH STATUS OF ANIMALS
Whether the farm focuses on dairy or 
meat production, checking the health 
status of the animals is very impor­
tant. Animals that appear to be ill 
should immediately be examined by 
a veterinarian.

MILKING COWS
Automatic milking machines now do­
minate the dairy industry. However, 
some small farms continue to milk 
their cows by hand.

CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE 
The bedding must be replaced, and the 
trays that collect chicken and rabbit 
droppings must be emptied. More­
over, all the milking equipment must 
be washed and sanitized. This list goes 
on depending on the number of 
different animal species and the size 
of the farm.

DISTRIBUTING FOOD AND WATER
Farmers must bring their livestock 
new feed and supply them with fresh, 
clean water.

These chores give only a glimpse into 
what farmworkers must do to pro­
duce high-quality food you can en­
joy all year. Supporting local farms 
is the best way to thank these 
men and women for their es­
sential work.

AGRICULTURE
What does it mean to “make the rounds”?

The chores must  
be done once or twice  
a day depending on  
the type of farm and  
the animals raised.
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HILLSBORO,WI

IN
C.

~ for ALL your septic system needs ~

Jack Horbeck MP #222840

608-489-2546
Located East of Hillsboro

on Hwy 33, 80 & 82

Call Today!Call Today!

608-489-2546
Located East of Hillsboro 

E18763 - Hwy 33, 80 & 82

Galvanized Culverts, Bands
 and End Walls

Drain Tile, Fittings, Sump Pumps and Pits
Water line and Woodford yard hydrants

We are Badger Welding Supply and Airgas stock point

Dual-wall plastic 
culverts

PVC Pipe and 
Fittings

FEBRUARY 15, 2023 SPRING CONSIGNMENT SALE
Book early so we can get your equipment 

 advertised for internet bidding & live
WANTED: Farm Equipment 1-piece or entire lines 

Give us a call so we can help you market your equipment
We buy & sell every day of the week

M&S Sales
Call Steve 608-553-0403   warco.com

Organic Specialists

Cashton Farm 
Supply, Ltd.

300 State Hwy 27, Cashton, WI 54619

Products Approved for Organic Use
CFS Specialties, Inc.

800-822-6671  FAX 608-654-5696
E-mail: organic@cfspecial.com

www.cfspecial.com

➢ Feed Products Protein and Grain
➢ Buyers and End Users of All Organic Grains  
➢ Poultry Rations and Premixes
    Starter – Grower - Layer  
➢ Livestock Vitamins & Minerals
➢ Call for early pay discounts available on 
  Albert Lea and Blue River Organic Seed
➢ Certified Organic Feed Mill Featuring a Full Line of Organic Products
➢  Natural and Organic Approved Fertilizer

3000 S Black River St.
Sparta, WI 54656
(608) 269-2087

PROUD SUPPORTER OF OUR LOCAL PROUD SUPPORTER OF OUR LOCAL 
FARMERS AND COMMUNITIESFARMERS AND COMMUNITIES

Farm Implements & Tractors
And more!

Agricultural Sprayers & Accessories
Fencing & Supplies
Dairy Supplies
Equine Supplies & Tack
Beekeeping

Harvesting & Field Supplies
Livestock Equipment & Supplies
Livestock Feed & Supplies
Pond Treatments & Accessories

MADISON, Wis. – As Wisconsin 
welcomes the world to America’s Dairyland 
for the World Dairy Expo, the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection (DATCP) is again 
accepting applications for export expansion 
grants. Applications may be submitted 
through November 16, 2022. These grants 
are funded through the Wisconsin Initiative 
for Agricultural Exports, a program proposed 
in Gov. Tony Evers’ budget to promote the 
export of Wisconsin’s agricultural products. 
Funds for the program were recently 
released by the Joint Finance Committee.

This grant aims to accelerate the growth 
of Wisconsin dairy, meat, and crop product 
exports. Applicants must be a not-for-
profit organization, located in Wisconsin, 
and currently serving or have the ability to 
serve Wisconsin agribusinesses. Wisconsin 
agribusiness associations, technical 
colleges, universities, and economic 
development organizations are encouraged 
to apply.

Projects can receive grant funds for up 
to two years in duration with an option 

to request an additional year. Grants will 
be awarded up to $50,000 for meat and 
crop-focused projects, and $100,000 for 
dairy-focused projects. Matching funds are 
required at 20 percent of the grant award 
and can be cash or in-kind. Eligible project 
expenses include, but are not limited to, 
travel associated with trade promotion 
activities, event promotion, marketing 
materials, advertising, subscriptions, 
contractor fees, and translation services, 
purchased market information, and data 
reporting services.

DATCP will use a competitive review 
process to select the most qualified 
projects. Selected projects will begin 
work in January 2022. Grant information 
and application materials are available at 
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Growing_WI/
WisconsinInitiativeForAgriculturalExports.
aspx. For more information, contact DATCP 
Grants Specialist Ryan Dunn at ryand.
dunn@wisconsin.gov or (608) 590-7239.

Wisconsin agricultural exports reached an 

DATCP Accepting Applications 
for Export Expansion Grants 

through November 16

DATCP cont. on page 11
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Leis Excavating, Inc.Leis Excavating, Inc.

25068 Manhattan Rd. 
Sparta, WI 54656

leisdiggs@centurytel.net

Commercial, Industrial, Residential

608-269-5562 
608-487-0933

All Excavating Needs &
 Road Construction

All Excavating Needs &
 Road Construction

Jasper ApplesJasper Apples

N845 Byington Rd., Wonewoc, WI

608-220-2620

Open 7 Days
a Week

Open 8am-6pm
We are open

Honey Crisp plus 
15 Varieties of Apples

ALSO HAVE 
•Carmel 
 Apples
•Cider &
•Apple Cider 
 Donuts

Full Service • Plumbing • Septic Systems • Excavating • Trucking
Fill Dirt • Decorative Rock • Mulch

Kendall
  Trucking & Plumbing

Richard Martin
C: (608) 797-7125
Jason Martin
C: (608) 797-7400
P.O. Box 70
325 Huschka Drive
Kendall, WI 54638

Office: (608) 463-7125
Fax: (608) 463-6125

‘PRICES’
continued from page 3

‘THANKING’
continued from page 5

in 2018 at $4,466 per acre on average before 
declining to $4,246 per acre on average in 
2020. 

The mid-year report goes on to break the 
price averages down by nine regions. Vernon 
and Sauk Counties form the northernmost 
boarder of the Southwest district, Juneau 
County forming the southwestern corner of 
the Central district. Monroe and La Crosse 
Counties form the southernmost board of the 
West Central district. 

In 2010, the average price per acre for 
agricultural land was $3,176 for the Southwest 
district, $2,674 for the Central district, and 
$2,952 for the West Central district. In 2022, 
the average price has increased to $6,221 for 
the Southwest district, $3,755 for the Central 
district, and $4,970 for the West Central 
district. 

While the report did not foresee any actual 

impact on farms currently in operation 
beyond a possible “retirement cushion” for 
those farms whose current operators are 
approaching retirement age and have no plans 
in place to pass the farm on to a descendent, 
it did provide some possible impacts in other 
areas. 

One such area is the future of a viable 
dairy industry in Wisconsin. The report 
indicates that the average Wisconsin dairy 
farm requires two to three acres of cropland 
in order to produce the amount of forage and 
grain consumed by each cow in the herd. 
With a not-insignificant portion of Wisconsin 
farmers in the 50 years of age or older 
category, high land prices can impact the 
future of the industry by making it difficult 
for new farmers to purchase land and begin 
their own businesses. 

opportunities. The Wisconsin Initiative for 
Agricultural Exports (WIAE) is a program 
designed to help boost the export of Wisconsin 
dairy, meat, crops, and other products by 
25% over five years. We are, in collaboration 
with the Wisconsin Economic Development 
Corporation, enhancing Wisconsin’s trade 
promotion activities, designating funds for 
agribusinesses, and fostering innovation in 
exporting. Wisconsin products are one of 
a kind, and we know that, with the help of 
WIAE, Wisconsin products will have a better 
chance to become a household name across 
the world.

Wisconsin agriculture generates a $104.8 
billion economic impact to our state’s 
economy each year, and each dollar starts 
with our farmers. Farmers contribute to their 
local schools, businesses, and communities, 
benefiting the entire state. We will continue to 

work to make sure farmers have the resources 
they need. Their success is our state’s 
success, and that’s why we should continue to 
strategically invest in and support them.

So, today, please join us in not only 
recognizing and thanking those who put food 
on our tables, but in supporting them in any 
way you can. Buy locally-grown Wisconsin 
products at a farmers market. Slow down 
for farm equipment on the roads. Visit an 
agritourism site this fall. Say thank you when 
you see a farmer in your community.

Thank you, farmers! We wish you a safe 
and plentiful harvest season. We are grateful 
for your hard work, lifelong commitment, and 
dedication to feed the world. You, as farmers, 
are one of Wisconsin’s strongest assets, and 
we will continue to work to celebrate your 
success and ensure you have the tools you 
need to produce and thrive.

Thanks for supporting your local newspapers
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KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2022. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 60 months or customer instant rebates of $1,000 are available on 
purchases of new Kubota BV and DMC series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through 
Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 
� nanced. Customer instant rebates of $1,000 are available on qualifying cash or standard rate � nance purchases. Rebate is not available with 0% 
A.P.R. promotional � nancing. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 12/31/22. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes 
only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, 
safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the Owner’s Warranty Information Guide for the Kubota limited warranty on all 
products. For the complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

Mow more hay for less.

Stop by for a great deal on a full range of disc mowers and disc 
mower conditioners today, all backed by a standard two-year 
limited warranty.

Hay Tools Lineup       Two-year Standard Limited Warranty

OR
$0 DOWN  0% APR  UP TO 60 MONTHS

SAVE  $1,000

Portland Implement Inc
20 STATE HIGHWAY 33

CASHTON, WI 54619
(608) 654-5976

WE SERVE DAIRY, BEEF AND AGRONOMY CUSTOMERS!
CONTACT JASON ERB | JERB@CCF.US | 715.651.0198

Detailed, attentive service from start to finish
Flexible terms on revolving lines of credit
Repayment terms customized to fit your operation’s unique needs
Up to 25-year amortization on most products
Fixed-rate financing for terms up to 30 years
Lenders experienced in local agricultural standards

BENEFITS OF WORKING WITH A CCFBANK AG LENDER

‘DATCP’
continued from page 9

all-time high of $3.96 billion in 2021. Through the WIAE, DATCP is 
working collaboratively with the Wisconsin Economic Development 
Corporation to build on that momentum by promoting Wisconsin 
agricultural products in the international marketplace. The WIAE 
provides flexibility to respond to exporting challenges and facilitates 
unique opportunities that connect exporters with international 
markets and buyers. For more information on the WIAE, sign up for 
email updates and visit the DATCP website. 

Next time you eat corn... thank a farmer!
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-Land Clearing 
-Waterway Installation 
-Driveway Maintenance & Installation 
-Fence Row/Field edge clearing 
Invasive Species Control & More

CALL OR LOG ON TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!      (608) 633-1087

WWW.BETTISLANDWORKS.COm

Genetically modified organisms (GMOs) have 
been the topic of many animated discussions. 
To help you keep things in perspective, here 
are five myths debunked. 

1. “GMOS ARE HARMFUL TO YOUR HEALTH.”
Many activists decry the genetic manipulation 
of foods. However, very little data supports their 
concerns, as many studies confirm they’re safe. 
However, the long-term effects of the process 
remain uncertain. Therefore, it’s reasonable to 
take a cautious approach.  

2. “GMOS ARE COMPARABLE TO NATURAL SELECTION.”
Genetic manipulation is sometimes compared 
to the evolution organisms undergo in nature. 
This comparison is dubious because humans 
force and prolong the cohabitation of genes in 
laboratories in the case of GMOs. The genes 
undergoing modification wouldn’t necessarily 
have crossed paths under natural conditions.

3. “GMOS ALTER HUMAN DNA.”
Whether modified in a laboratory or not, the 
genetic material in foods ends up in the blood 
plasma during digestion and not in the DNA. 

Cells have a protective system that prevents 
genes from interfering with their own gene-
tic material.

4. “STUDIES SUPPORTING GMOS ARE BIASED.”
Even though studies may be subsidized by cor-
porations that benefit from pro-GMO findings, 
that isn’t enough to discredit them. From a pu-
rely scientific perspective, the value of a study 
rests on the methodology employed and the 
credibility of the deductive process. That said, 
the funding sources for a study do require ad-
ditional attention since they may affect the ob
jectivity of the results.

5. “THE GMO DEBATE IS OVER.”
Although most scientific data regarding GMO 
safety is positive, it’s nonetheless essential to 
maintain intellectual curiosity and 
debate around the subject. 

Lastly, genetic modification is 
a relatively new process and 
still requires vigilance.

5 myths about GMOs
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