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Happy New Year!

We want to Thank You
for your continued sup- W
port of the Claremont
Messenger again this W
past year!

Your hometown newspaper continues
with an unwavering goal to bring the local
and area news to you.

In addition, in an effort to deliver the
news and information more timely between
print issues, last year we launched our on-
line edition of the Messenger.

Check it out if you havent already, There
is additional bonus content on the site as
well that is not in the print edition.

Thanks to local advertisers and your vol-
untary subscriptions, we are in your mail-
box each month. Enclosed in this month's
issue is a subscription envelope. We hope
you will consider renewing your voluntary
subscription. It insures the paper will con-
tinue here in your hometown.

Without this support, we would not be
here. We hope you continue to see value in
the Messenger. While there are pleanty of
social media sources and on line sites out
there, most don't deliver the hometown
news and message like we do here.

Every year, many newspapers have con-
solidated or gone out of business.

We have watched this happen many times
in recent years in small rural communities,
and especially the past several years.

With our small staff of 2.5, we understand
this challenge first hand here at the Mes-
senger, which is why we publish the Mes-
senger in its monthly format and update you
as needed throughout the month on our web
site.

(continued on page 5)

Triton 8th Graders Head to Washington DC!

By Cheri Roshon

Can you think of a better way to learn about
our nation's history than going back in time
and experiencing it yourself? Well, I don't
know about you, but in my world, time travel
hasn't been perfected yet, so I think the next
best thing is to go to the birthplace of our
great country and see where history un-
folded. When my daughter graduated, her
first trip away from home without me was to
the east coast. When she called me to report
on some of her activities, she asked me why,
in all the travelling we did when she was
young, did I not take her and her siblings to
DC. She said it would have made her history
lessons much more comprehensive, had she
been to the places she was studying about in
American History. Good point! Being a
Mom who was more into heading west, that
thought had never occurred to me.

Fast forward about 20 years, and I am

pleased to say she is now helping coordinate
the fundraising for the Triton 8th Grade stu-
dent trip to..... guess where? Yep! Washing-
ton DC! I love how she took the initiative to
give her kids what I wasn't able to give her!
From July 30th to August 6th, Legacy Stu-
dent Travel, a company that caters to young
people traveling to learn about things they
may never have the chance to see on their
own, is giving 8th grade students a safe way
to learn about the beginnings of America.
The company puts together all the trip re-
quirements, and knows the best places to
stay, eat and learn. The hotels, restaurants and
activities are scheduled, and include some of
the meals, and all of the accommodations.
The children will have chaperones at all
times, and it looks like they will be having a
lot of fun learning opportunities that they will
never forget!

Jcontinued on page 4)

Valentine's Day Dinner from
First Presbyterian Church

The First Presbyterian Church in Claremont is organizing a
Valentine's Day takeout dinner this year. The fare includes
lasagna, French bread and truffles in a family size meal which
will serve four. The lasagna is a take and bake so it will be
fresh when time to serve for your family. The cost is $30.00
per order and you may reserve your meal by calling 507-528-
2320 or text 507-696-0805 with your name, phone number
and how many orders you would like. Reservations need to be
made by Wednesday February 7th. Pickup times will be be-
tween 11 - 11:30 am on Sunday February 11th at the church.

Proceeds of the sales will go towards the food pantry lo-
cated outside the church building provided for the community.

From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex: commercial or farm real estate
transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is commiltted to providing real estate
transactional expertise and personal customer service.

38 W Main St, Dodge Center ¢ 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com * www.dclandtitle.com

Concord Collision and
Hot Rod Hardware

By Cheri Roshon
A few months ago, I did a story on Tim
Gangl a local Farmland Realtor®.
(continued on page 5)

Triton FFA

¥ STEAR FEED

SGturday, February 24™ . 4:00-8:00 PM
Faith Community Church, West Concord

V@@@&ﬁ&ﬁ@@@@d

4:00-6:00 PM Drive Through Available
4:00-8:00 PM In-Person Dining to the Public and Donors
- Carryout Meals Available -

&Q&ﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁ&%&ﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁ&

Snow Date March 2nd

14 Sirloin Steak
Dinner

Kids Meal
%6.00

Claremont Messenger: Phone 507-649-3327 e E-mail: hometownmessenger@gmail.com  Box I, West Concord, MN 55985
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God's Ministers of
Law Enforcement

By Pastor Roger Langworthy
Praise Fellowship Church

January 9th was National Law Enforcement
Appreciation Day. In my service to the
Dodge County Sheriff’s Office as a Chaplain,
I have come to observe and appreciate how
these law enforcement officers, together with
West Concord Police Department and Kasson
Police Department serve our county. I have
also gained an increasing awareness of how
these men and women are ministers of God in
their occupation.

Romans 13 says, “For the authorities do not
strike fear in people who are doing right, but
in those who are doing wrong. Would you like
to live without fear of the authorities? Do
what is right, and they will honor you. The au-
thorities are God’s servants, sent for your
good. But if you are doing wrong, of course
you should be afraid, for they have the power
to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent
for the very purpose of punishing those who
do what is wrong.”

laremont

essenger
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In Biblical language, it is very clear that the
authorities of Law Enforcement are called
God’s Servants (God’s Ministers). And that
you do not have to be afraid of them if you
are doing right. But they do have a mandate
from God, and really a biblical job descrip-
tion toward those who are law abiding citi-
zens as well as those that are evil people.
Psalm 82:3—4 “Give justice to the poor and
the orphan; uphold the rights of the oppressed
and the destitute. Rescue the poor and help-
less; deliver them from the grasp of evil peo-
ple.”

We are all used to seeing those who do pa-
trol and I have done ride alongs with patrol
officers and have seen them operate in the ca-
pacities described in the passage of scripture
above. At the same time there are those who
are just as involved behind the scenes,
whether it be in administration, dispatch, in-
vestigations, records, the courts, and more.
All are serving in their various capacities as
God’s Ministers.

We appreciate our Law Enforcement Offi-
cers, and we pray for their safety. We pray
blessing upon them even as Jesus did when
he spoke to the multitudes of people gathered
on a hill (his sermon on the mount), Matthew
5:9 “God blesses those who work for peace,
for they will be called the children of God.”

E-mail your engagement,
marriage or
birth announcement to the
Claremont Messenger
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Dodge Center Library
Offers Winter Events

If you are looking for something to do dur-
ing the cold January hours check out the
Dodge Center Library this month. On Thurs-
day January 25th from 4 to 6:30pm there is a
Nintendo Switch Party. All ages are welcome
to come to this free event for a game night to
play Mario Cart, Super Smash Bros. and
more.

If you have an artistic flair stop by and pick
up a2"x2" canvas or a package of air dry clay
at the library. Use whatever art supplies you
have and create your own tiny masterpiece.
Return it to the library by January 31st and it
will be on display all through February. This
program is free and open to all ages.

DCFD Prasent tor safsiy

Sponsoiee by

Pralse Fellowship Chureh
At the original

Dodgars Fooizall Ficld
29 South Sitrast SW

° [Frae Chils
NCOOKIES
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Here’s why.
When the Israelites, under Moses, se

church.

“Suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple.” — Malachi 3:1
When Jesus is 40 days old, his parents bring him to the temple to present the required offering after a son is born. It’s a big day.

of God. God was there in the midst of his people. Later, when they built a temple, under Solomon, the cloud of glory filled it to
overflowing. God was enthroned in the temple as Israel’s true King.

Many years later, the prophet Ezekiel saw God’s throne leave the temple—and the cloud of glory with it (Ezekiel 10). Soon the
temple itself lay in ruins, destroyed by Babylon. Later the people of Israel returned from exile and built another temple. But this
time there was no cloud of glory, no sign that God had come to live in the new temple.

Many more years later, Mary and Joseph came to the temple carrying Jesus. And the Lord, Israel’s true King, was in the midst of
his people once again. What kind of king will he be? And what kind of kingdom will he bring?

We are faced with those questions to this day. How will we welcome King Jesus and his kingdom? With humility?

With joy? With thanksgiving? With hope? With holy obedience? The answer is in our lives and in the life of the

Jesus, you came to live among us for a while. And you will come again. We want to welcome you wherever you
appear. And wherever you are, your kingdom is. Amen.

Area Church Directory
The Return of the King

t up a tabernacle (a portable temple) in the wilderness, a cloud of glory signaled the presence

1st Presbyterian Church
200 East Street, Claremont
528-2320
Pastor Doug Walters
Sunday Worship at 10:00a.m.

St. John Lutheran Church
4532 SE 84th Avenue, Claremont
528-2404
Pastor Alan Broadwell
Sunday Service at 10:30a.m.

E‘mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
to: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

The Church Directory is Sponsored by:

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Generous portions, friendly service and delicious
homestyle cooking anytime!

TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!
BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY!

Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm
507633-3333

30 Main Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927
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Carol Ann Welsh

Carol Ann Welsh, 87, passed away on
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 20, 2023, at
Fairview Care Center
in Dodge Center.

Carol Ann Boyum
Welsh was born to
Rueben and Mildred
(Kramer) Boyum on
October 4, 1936, in
Farmington, Min-
nesota. They contin-
ued to live there until
she was 3 years old when they moved to
Dodge Center to be close to family. Her father
owned and operated a garage and filling sta-
tion until his death in 1972, (Boyum’s Tex-
aco). Her mother started the first kindergarten
class, under Superintendent Oliver Mieras, in
the basement of the Methodist Church. Carol
graduated from Dodge Center High School in
1954, Rochester Junior College in 1956, and
Mankato Teacher’s College in 1957. She ac-
cepted a teaching position at Jefferson School
in Rochester, MN where she taught for 3
years.

Carol married her husband, Richard August
3, 1958, at the First Congregational Church,
the same church they celebrated their 50th
Anniversary at in 2008. After teaching in
Rochester for 3 years she was going to have
their first child. In the 50°s you had to resign
from your teaching position when you were
going to have a child. She resigned, devoting
her life to being a mother. Richard and Carol
have 2 sons, Richard John and Daniel Joseph.
She later went back to teaching when Oliver

Mieras of Dodge Center couldn’t start
school, because he was short a 3rd grade
teacher. Carol decided to go back. She later
received her master’s degree from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota and continued teaching
until her retirement from Triton in 1997 with
a total of 33 years of teaching. After retire-
ment they returned to AZ where she had lived
2 winters because of her asthma. They pur-
chased a home in Mesa, AZ which they con-
tinued to enjoy during the winter months and
where her husband enjoyed his old car hobby.
Carol has been a lifetime member of the First
Congregational Church where she played
piano for Sunday School, and organ for
church, and has always been grateful that her
sons and grandchildren have lived close by.
Her hobbies have been knitting, sewing,
playing piano and organ, and collecting an-
tiques. Carol has been a member of the Mon-
day Music Club since 1957.

Carol is survived by sons, Richard (Shari)
Welsh of Dodge Center, MN and Daniel
(Susan) Welsh of Claremont, MN; grand-
children, Richard Welsh II of St. Paul, MN;
Danielle (Jacob) Snyder of Claremont, MN;
Michelle (Jake) French of Dodge Center,
MN; Rachel (Michael) Theis of Cresco, IA
and great-grandchildren, Griffin Snyder,
Sophia Snyder, Beckett Snyder, Samia
French, Amira French, Jaxson Theis, and
Beau Theis. She was preceded in death by
her beloved husband, Richard and her par-
ents.

The funeral service was at 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday, December 27, 2023, at the First
Congregational Church, 12 2nd Street NW in
Dodge Center. Reverend Keith Mosier offi-

We’ve Got Your Family’s Back

Personalized insurance solutions to protect your family’s future
and security, no matter what.

WWWw.vsgmi.com

COMMUNITY GROWN

INSURANCE
...yjout’re covered!

North Risk Partners

Rochester
2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-288-7600
Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com

Insurance Brokers
of Byron

505 Frontage Rd NE
Byron MN 55920
Phone: 507-775-7280
Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com

ciated. Visitation was one hour before the
service at the church. Interment was in River-
side Cemetery in Dodge Center.

The family would like to thank Fairview
Care Center for the care given to Carol for
the last 4 years. Blessed be her memory.

Memorials can be sent to First Congrega-
tional Church of Dodge Center or the donor’s
choice.

Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes ~ 25
South Street SW Dodge Center, Minnesota.

To share a special memory or condolence
please, visit www.czaplewskifuneral-
homes.com, Czaplewski Family Funeral
Homes ~ 25 South Street SW, Dodge Center,
Minnesota.

Peggy Ann Brocker
Peggy Ann Brocker, 60, of Claremont,
passed away on Fri-

day, December 15,
2023 at Methodist

Hospital in
Rochester after a 5-
year battle with
Leukemia.

She was born on
September 25, 1963
in Waseca to Louis
and Verna (Wabner)

Meyman. Peggy
grew up on the farm in Waseca and gradu-
ated from Waseca High School in 1982. She
worked for a short time at Brown Printing be-
fore continuing her education in Albert Lea
to become a dental assistant. She worked sev-
eral years as a dental assistant when she met
Barry Brocker, and on August 25th, 1990,
Barry and Peggy were united in marriage at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Owatonna. Peggy
started her own daycare to help raise her own
kids as well as taking care of the children of
families around her. After the kids were
grown up and she worked as a dietary aid at
KODA and as a culinary prep at the Bloom-

ing Prairie Schools, she later developed
health complications which would eventually
lead to her Leukemia diagnosis.

Birthday’s, and holidays were very special
to Peggy, but Christmas was her favorite hol-
iday. She was known to be the matriarch of
the family and she knew how to show you
tough love, but as soon as she made a smart
remark to you then you knew that she liked
you. Peggy was known for her cooking and
all her recipes that she had in her head;
adding a dash here and a dash there to get
that perfect flavor. Peggy loved her family
dearly and loved to spoil the grandkids and
her dogs.

She is survived by her husband Barry
Brocker of Claremont; children, Sam (and
Joey) Lorentz of Kasson, Josh (and Amanda
Lisowski) Brocker of Claremont, Gabby
Brocker of Claremont; grandchildren Nova
Sollinger, Tobias Arndt, Ava Lisowski, and
Baby Lorentz due in May; brother, Jim (and
Jennifer) Meyman and their children Abi and
William of Owatonna; nephew Robert Mey-
man of Minneapolis; niece, Rebecca (and
Justin) Loehr of Rochester; nephew Zack
(and Pia) Meyman of Waseca, nephew Cory
Meyman of AZ, niece Jessica Starkey of
Waseca

She was preceded in death by her parents
Louis and Verna Meyman; brother, Joseph
Meyman; and sister Susan Meyman.

Visitation was at Michaelson Funeral Home
on Tuesday, December 19th, 2023 from 4PM
to 7PM. Funeral services were held on
Wednesday, December 20,2023 at 10:30AM
at Zion Lutheran Church with a visitation one
hour prior to the service. Pastor Billie Jo
Wicks officiated, and the interment was in
the Zion Lutheran Cemetery in Ellendale.
Memorials are preferred to the American
Cancer Society. Those that attended the fu-
neral service were encouraged to wear bright
and fun colors, or wear purple as that was her
favorite color.

Our advertisers

appreciate your business!

Tell them you saw their ad in
The Messenger
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Triton

8th Graders
Head to
Washington DC!

(continued from page 1)

Some of the activities scheduled are a pizza
party in a hotel with a pool in Ohio after the
first day of travel ....... oops! I digress..... A
stop in the Appalachian Mountains to tour
Flight 93 National Memorial, then on to Get-
tysburg. In Gettysburg, they will have the op-
portunity to visit the Gettysburg Visitor
Center and Cyclorama, an evening battlefield
walk called "Heroes of Gettysburg", and time
to explore the fields and monuments of
honor.

The following day, they will tour the 6,000
acre Gettysburg Battlefield National Military
Park with a licensed Battlefield Guide, a
walking tour of the  National
Cemetery, which was the site of President
Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, and lunch at
the Farmhouse Restaurant. Several other his-
toric sites will be toured before they retire
and get ready for more history!

On to Monticello, the mountaintop home of
Thomas Jefferson, stopping to explore the
National Museum of the Marine Corps in
Quantico, an illuminated night time tour of
Washington, including the U.S. Capital,
Thomas Jefferson, FDR, Martin Luther King
Jr. and the Korean and Lincoln Memorials.
They will be staying in DC for 3 nights to be
sure to get all the history they can handle!

A walking tour of Arlington National
Cemetery, witnessing the changing of the
guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, a
wreath laying ceremony, and a stop at the
Iwo Jima Marine Memorial are next on the
agenda. On to the Capital Hill tour, a White
House sidewalk stroll with a Legacy Tour
Guide, and topping it all off with an evening
dinner and theater performance.

A visit to George and Martha Washington's

home of Mount Vernon is the start of the next
day, after which the kids will visit the Smith-
sonian National Air and Space Museum, the
National Gallery of Art Museum, and/or the
National Museum of the American Indian.
They end up this day with a riverboat dinner
and dance cruise on the famous Potomac
River on the riverboat "Spirit"!

The last day of this fabulous trip takes them
to discovery time at the Lincoln Memorial,
Vietnam Wall, and World War2 Memorial,
The Holocaust Museum, and last but cer-
tainly not least, the Smithsonian National
Museum of American History & National
Museum of Natural History.

I would venture to say our kids will be com-
ing home with a new respect for our country's
heritage, and a valuable understanding of our
history as American citizens. These are most,
but not all of the experiences they will en-
counter on their journey of American History,
and as you can imagine, there are costs in-
volved. The parents and families of the stu-
dents who are going on this trip are raising
funds with events and activities to cover the
fees associated with this week of history.
There will be Burger Nights at the American
Legions in Dodge Center and Kasson, a cash

raffle with a top prize of $1500.00 to the
lucky winner, chocolate candy bar sales,
Hegge's Pizza sales, and Kwik Trip Car Wash
cards, to name a few. Cash donations are
gratefully accepted and will be added to the
funds raised for the kids to cover the costs.
Parents and Students are doing fundraising,
or volunteering at the Burger Nights and hav-
ing their kids sell the chocolate, pizza, car

wash cards and raffle tickets. For information
as to how you can help a great cause by pur-
chasing any of the above, or donating cash,
please contact Jessie Maes at (303) 324-6294.
Persons and businesses who donate to the
cause will be listed in the Triton Thank You
article to come by the end of the school year,
letting everyone know how much was raised
to support our kids!

Plake ut Festival
& ([)inter Parade

Saturday, February 3, 2024

9:00 AM Euchre at Fireside on the Patio, 100% Payout
Bring partner if possible, not required. $20 team entry.
Questions contact Jen at 507-649-0602
ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF CONTEST
$5.00/entry. Tasters will pay $5.00 to taste all entries/vote.
12:00 PM Bring Entry to City Hall
12:30 PM-1:30PM  Tasting/Voting
2:00 PM Cookoff Winner Announced (1st & 2nd Place Payout)
3:00 PM Designer Purse & Gift Card Bingo at City Hall
$30/packet, 10 games, designer purses and $150 gift cards
6:30 PM 9th Annual Denni Dazzle Parade
$150.00 Prize for Best Float!
Hosted by the Dennison Lions. Call or text Diane at 612-532-0248
7:00 PM Live Music from Bryan Anderson at 625 Bar & Grill
8:00 PM LIVE MUSIC AT THE FIRESIDE “Wreckless”

9:00 PM

Buy a Raffle Ticket from any Lions Member, Fireside Lounge,
Dennison Depot Gas Station, 625 Bar & Grill or Heritage Bank in Dennison
for $5.00 for your chance to win!

Grand Prize - *500.00 Cash
3rd Prize - *100 Cash
Plus Many Additional Prizes from Local Area Businesses

2nd Prize - 250 Cash

Raffle Drawing held at 9p.m. at the Fireside Lounge.
Winner is responsible for any taxes or fe

SPONSORED BY DENNISON LIONS CLUB CHARITABLE GAMBLING PERMIT #2762. MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER.

Raffle Winners Announced at Fireside @
Flake Out Festival Raffle Saturday, February 3 %o l

unge. Need nof be present to win
es. Complete list of additional prizes available upon request.
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Concord Collision
and
Hot Rod
Hardware

(continued from page 1)

During that interview I discovered that Tim
also owns another business with his wife Patti
and their sons Jonathon and Joel. I decided to
go deeper into the family business with an in-
terview with Joel Gangl and Jonathon Gangl
at their shop in West Concord.

Tim originally started the business in 2001
as Hot Rod Hardware, a reseller of aftermar-
ket classic auto parts, in a building out on the
family farm. After some time, Tim began
working on classic car restorations and build-
ing street rods as well. In 2009, he decided to
move the business off the farm. He settled on
West Concord and built the building at their
current location.

After moving into the new building Tim
eventually went away from the classic car
restoration and turned to auto body collision
under the name West Concord Collision. Soon
after, Tim added Truck Day Cab Conversions.
This is the process of converting a semi-truck
with a sleeper to non-sleeper or day-cab truck.
Though Tim has moved a large portion of his
time to farmland real estate, he has brought his
sons into this family business with them cov-
ering most all operations.

Jonathon and Joel both started in the busi-
ness from an early age, Jonathon explained
this more; “With Hot Rod Hardware starting
on the family farm, it was part of our everyday
life. Different from other families where the
parents go off to work every day.” Aside from

going to various car shows with Tim to sell
parts, their real responsibilities began later
and moved them into the positions they are
working today. Jonathon started out in
7th grade by answering the phone, doing
clerical work, and cleaning the shop. Joel
started working in the shop at the age of 14
and would detail cars, clean up around the
shop, and learn the basics of body work from
other employees working at the time.

After high school Jonathon chose to go to
college, where he majored in accounting and
business management. Although he was
gone, Jonathon was still very involved with
the business working on various projects
through college. He even managed a crew of
his college friends who worked on the Hot
Rod Hardware website every week for extra
income. Joel chose a different route. After
graduating high school at the beginning of
the Covid Pandemic and considering the ex-
perience he had in the shop as well as his
own parts sales experience in the business,
he decided to move right into a shop techni-
cian roll. He now does everything from
painting and body work on cars to day-cab-
bing semi-trucks. Jonathon focuses on the
parts sales for Hot Rod Hardware, as well as
doing estimates and ordering parts for West
Concord Collision and Day Cab Conver-
sions.

Even though Jonathon’s work has been fo-
cused on the office, I asked if he had ever ex-
perienced working in the shop? “My
experience started by repairing a snowmo-
bile hood that I had crashed when I was in
my early teens. I did all the body work, and
painted it.” This opened Jonathon’s eyes to
how mechanics of the shop runs, and the
work involved in getting a job done. Later,
while home from college for Christmas va-
cation he did a day cab conversion that added
to his experience.

With so many different things going on
every day I asked how they balance their re-
sponsibilities. Who handles what and how do
you not step on each other’s toes? Joel said;
“Everyone has a good understanding of what
their jobs are making it easy to understand
who will be doing what work™. Jonathon said
“There is a level of trust we have in each
other knowing that the other will handle his
job. Joel trusts that I will have parts here for
him and I trust that Joel will do the job cor-
rectly.” I asked, with how different their jobs
are, how much time do you spend working
together? According to Jonathon “More often
than not things are constantly changing and
the communication between us helps us un-
derstand what needs to take priority or needs
to change to get the job done efficiently, we
mostly stay in our own area of the business.”

I asked each of them what their favorite part
of working in the business was, and it came
down to this “Growing up at our home in the
country, we spent plenty of time together. We
enjoy working as a team, the arguments (be-

cause what family doesn't argue?), and the
work in general.”

At the end of our visit, I asked the boys
what they really wanted the readers to learn
about the business. "We are a business willing
to go the extra mile", said Jonathon confi-
dently. "We don't just do this work for the
money, we do it because we enjoy it. We all
own old vehicles that we work on, and Joel
and Dad own or have owned semi-trucks.
The business is like another part of our fam-
ily. Like any relative, it has its moments, but
at the end of the day it is what we enjoy
doing, and it has brought us closer as a fam-
ily."

Well, there you have it. A family-owned
business that takes great pride in a job well
done, and operates a business that they love.
See why I enjoy writing about these guys?
They make me feel good as a reporter, bring-
ing you information on a business you can
count on! Happy New year from the Mes-
senger staff!

(continued from page 1)

Happy New Year

Our goal with the Messenger is to help insure our home towns still have a community
voice of its own, direct mailing to all residents in the zip code as well as many out of town
subscribers. This format allows your hometown to maintain a local monthly paper, and
better connect local residents, businesses and the community. We also understand the
need for more timely information within the month, so check out the web site for im-
portant news that happens between print issues. We continue to expand our digital and
online offerings while still maintaining our dedication to our hometowns!

We remain a small family owned business with a goal of supporting our rural commu-
nities and businesses. As always, if you have news, information or story ideas, please
reach out to us. Again, Thank you for your readership and support.
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Healthy Sugar?

By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS
Licensed Nutritionist

In this past season you probably noticed
that “sweet tooth” become extra active. The
holiday season is filled with opportunity for
sweets of all different kinds. For many the
holiday would not be complete without a par-
ticular candy or cookie or dessert being pres-
ent. Now as the new year takes hold many
resolve to do a better job of self-discipline in
choosing what to eat. Let me suggest you di-
rect your effort to improve the quality and de-
crease the quantity of sugar you consume this
year.

There is no question that sugar has a strong
hold on our community. From government
data we can find that the average American
consumed less than 10 pounds of sugar a year
back in 1880. More than 100 years later, the
average American consumes about 2 pounds
of sugar each week. Not only has the quan-
tity increased more than 10-fold, but this
sugar is processed to the point of pure energy
with no additional mineral or vitamin content
attached to it.

Go back to 1959 and less than one percent
of the American population was diabetic.
Today more than 30 percent of the American
population is identified as pre-diabetic or di-
abetic. The greatest increase in diabetes is
occurring among the young Americans.
Those managing diabetes will have more sig-
nificant medication costs, more doctor visits,
and twice as long hospital stays. New med-
ications are coming out promising to control
the downward spiral of disease, but the cost
of these medicines continues to increase.

There is a better solution. You can choose
healthy sugars to replace the pure energy of
the white sugar and corn syrup you currently
have in the cupboard. As you start this new
direction, I encourage you to throw out the
white sugar and corn syrup and select healthy
sugars that contain minerals and enzymes
that will aid digestion and help to keep your
health.

These healthy sugars have a variety of fla-
vors. You are familiar with them, but proba-
bly have not used them as well as they can be
used. So let’s review some of these options:

Whole Fruit — a piece of whole fruit at the
end of a meal, or as part of a meal is an ex-
cellent way to satisfy the sweet tooth and get
vitamins and minerals as well. In a previous
article, I spoke on the benefit of an apple each
day. Make whole fruit a priority in your meal
planning and you will be healthier for it.

Raw Honey — organic raw honey contains
enzymes that will help aid digestion and ad-
ditional nutrients that benefit health. Raw
honey will contain active enzymes and unfil-
tered honey will contain additional bee
propolis and pollen that can help reduce some

allergies and improve digestion. Less honey
will be required in recipes because it tastes
sweeter than sugar.

Black Strap molasses — molasses is a by-
product of the sugar refining process. Mo-
lasses contains all minerals that are removed
from refined sugar. Rich in iron, calcium,
potassium, and copper, this addition to
recipes is always noticed. Often associated
with gingerbread flavors, but molasses can
also be used in many other recipes.

Maple Syrup — the sap of the maple tree
collected in early spring contains minerals
and nutrients essential for the new life of the
spring leaves. Grade C maple syrup con-
tains the most vitamins and minerals and is
the strongest flavor. Grade A maple syrup
also contains minerals and is a good substi-
tute for white sugar in any recipe.

Rapadura or Sucanat — these two products
are made from sugar cane juice. The juice
does not go through the extensive processing
required for white sugar. Therefore, there is
still some mineral content remaining with
these sweet products. There is a slight mo-
lasses or caramel flavor that is pleasant to
taste.

Make your health a priority in 2024. There
will be change that is required. Little
changes can make a big difference over time.
Changing your sugar choices can be one of
those little changes. If you would like to re-
verse diabetes or prevent diabetes, I can help
you start a plan.

Contact me to discuss your health goals for
2024. I can help you reach those health goals
with whole food plans customized to your
specific needs. You can contact me at nutri-
tionproportion@gmail.com, or check out my
website at www.nutritionproportion.net
Start this year with a new plan. Foundation
to Thrive is a 16 week lifestyle transforma-
tion to help you reach your health goals in
2024.

GOODHUE COUNTY LOCAL HVAC
EXPERTS SINCE 1991

* Residential &
Commercial Heating
& Cooling Experts

* Furnace, Boiler,
Air Conditioner, Heat Pumps,
Ductless Mini-Splits

+ Affordable, Professional Repairs,
and Replacements

* Professional Air Duct Cleaning
& Sanitization

* Repair & Replace
Water Heaters

Trusted throughout Goodhue County
for Over 30 Years!

Call Matt Lindell Today!

507-263-3419

www.lindellheating.com
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By Jim Miller

Brought to You By
Circle Drive Manor Assisted Living, LLC
“Quiet Country Living Close to Home”

Contact B
Melisgy " "
ristianso
507-527.2424
www.cdmassistedliving.com
56733 State Hwy. 56, West Concord, MN 55985

Are You at Risk of Developing Glaucoma?

What can you tell me about the eye disease glaucoma? My older
brother was recently diagnosed with it and lost some of his vision,
but never had a clue anything was wrong. Could I be at risk too?
--Stressed Sibling

Dear Stressed, Yes! Having an immediate family member with glaucoma
significantly increases your risks of developing it, but there are other risk
factors you need to be aware of too. Here’s what you should know.

What is Glaucoma?

Glaucoma is a group of eye diseases that can damage the optic nerve
and cause vision loss and blindness if it’s not treated. This typically
happens because the fluids in the eye don’t drain properly, causing
increased pressure in the eyeball.

But the scary thing about glaucoma is that with no early warning signs or
pain, most people that have it don’t realize it until their vision begins to
deteriorate.

While there are two main types of glaucoma, the most common form that
typically affects older adults is called open-angle glaucoma. This disease
develops very slowly when the eye’s drainage canals become clogged
over time, leading to blind spots in the peripheral or side vision. By the
time you notice it, the permanent damage is already done.

Are You at Risk?

I's estimated that more than 3 million Americans have glaucoma today,
but that number is expected to surge to more than 6.3 million by 2050. If
you answer “yes” to any of the following questions, you’re at increased
risk of developing it.

Are you African American, Hispanic/Latino American or Asian American?

Are you over age 607

Do you have an immediate family member with glaucoma?

Do you have diabetes, heart disease, high blood pressure, migraines or
have extreme nearsightedness or farsightedness?

Have you had a past eye injury?

Have you used corticosteroids (for example, eye drops, pills, inhalers,
and creams) for long periods of time?

What to Do

Early detection is the key to guarding against glaucoma. So, if you're
age 40 or older and have any of the previously mentioned risk factors,
especially if you’re African American, you need to get a comprehensive
eye examination every 18 to 24 months. Or, if you notice some loss of
peripheral vision, get to the eye doctor right away.

If you're a Medicare beneficiary, annual eye examinations are covered
for those at high risk for glaucoma. Or if you don’t have vision coverage,
contact EyeCare America, a national public service program that provides
free glaucoma eye exams through a pool of more than 4,600 volunteer
ophthalmologists. Visit AAO.org/eyecare-america or call 877-887-6327 to
learn more.

While there’s currently no cure for glaucoma, most cases can be treated
with prescription eye drops, which reduce eye pressure and can prevent
further vision loss. It cannot, however, restore vision already lost from
glaucoma. If eye drops don’t work, your doctor may recommend oral
medication, laser treatments, incisional surgery or a combination of these
methods.

For more information on glaucoma, visit the National Eye Institute at
NEI.nih.gov, and the Glaucoma Research Foundation at Glaucoma.org.
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Milo Peterson Ford Go. &2
Face Winter with a Ford from Peterson Ford

2020 2022
FORD FORD EDGE
EXPLORER SE
XLT 4WD AWD

2022
FORD

2022 FORD
F-150

ESCAPE
SE AWD

LARIAT
4WD

) [

20,079 miles, 18,463 miles, star 13,928 miles, ’ 5«&/ v Super crew cab, v 5«&7 v
blue metallic, white metali, 2.0L rapid red metaliic, <, §23,999.2>1 50 pox >21° e <<, §09,9995
2.3L ecoboost turbocharged 1.5L ecoboost .”\. 3.5L V-6 ecoboost .ﬂ\.

2021 FORD
RANGER
LARIAT

2022

el Oold Weather Car Care

XLT At Milo Peterson Ford Co., our highly qualified technicians are here to provide
4WD exceptional service in a timely manner. From oil changes to transmission
replacements, we are dedicated to maintaining top tier customer service,
for both new and pre-owned car buyers! Allow our staff to demonstrate our
) commitment to excellence.

Super crew cab,

4 door, oxford white,
9,130 miles, ecoboost
2.0L turbocharged
#23207U

SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.MILOPETERSONFORD.NET

Super crew cab, 5’ box,
4 door, 17,475 miles,
oxford white, 2.3L
ecoboost, turbocharged
#23209U

T <, Call our service department to schedule your maintenance needs.
N
o Open Monday thru Friday 7:30am to 5pm.

3020 457th Street Way, Kenyon + 507-789-6113 - SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p.m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.
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Pet Supply
Drive at
Triton this
Weekend

Triton senior Ava Cummings has organized
a Pet Supply Drive to be held this weekend at
the Triton vs St. Charles basketball tourna-

ment. If you bring a donation item you will
receive a free game admission. Item sugges-
tions are chew toys, hot dogs, dog and cat
food, cat litter, blankets and towels. The pet
supply donations will be taken to the
Rochester Paws and Claws at 3224 19th
Street NW. Dog and cat toys are especially
important during the cold weather months
when pets can’t play outside.

Ava loves animals and organized this as her
senior project for Triton and will be at the
Saturday January 27th tournament all day
collecting the donations. If you have ques-
tions, you may contact her at 507-993-7211
for more information.

or email:

Place Your Ad in the
February lssue of the Messenger
Contact Terry at 507-951-7417

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

*
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Good Beevr.

Pool, Darts, Pull Tabs, E-Tabs,
On & Off Sale

Good Drinks.
Good Times.

33 E. Main Street
Dodge Center

507-374-9425

Steel, Farm Machinery, Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries, Appliances, E-Scrap

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm * June-October Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

507-527-2408 | www.ldrecycling.com

Stewartville "Darrell Jaeger™ Varsity Invitational Results
for Triton

107

Theo Kispert (18-8) placed 3rd and scored 20.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Theo Kispert (Triton) 18-8 received a bye () (Bye)

Quarterfinal - Theo Kispert (Triton) 18-8 won by fall over Kaleb Oleson (Rochester
Mayo) 3-4 (Fall 4:24)

Semifinal - Noah Gonzalez (Maple River) 19-6 won by decision over Theo Kispert
(Triton) 18-8 (Dec 4-2)

Cons. Semi - Theo Kispert (Triton) 18-8 won by fall over Brycen Koenig (Stew-
artville) 5-6 (Fall 0:26)

3rd Place Match - Theo Kispert (Triton) 18-8 won by fall over Daniel Gregory (Trin-
ity School) 12-5 (Fall 1:50)

152

Hunter Garness (18-7) placed 2nd and scored 22.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Hunter Garness (Triton) 18-7 received a bye () (Bye)

Quarterfinal - Hunter Garness (Triton) 18-7 won by fall over Luca Aglieco (Trinity
School) 6-13 (Fall 1:06)

Semifinal - Hunter Garness (Triton) 18-7 won by fall over Caden Hyke (Stewartville)
12-6 (Fall 1:35)

Ist Place Match - Calder Sheehan (Rochester Mayo) 12-1 won by decision over
Hunter Garness (Triton) 18-7 (Dec 9-3)

160

Austan Adreon (17-5) placed 2nd and scored 21.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Austan Adreon (Triton) 17-5 received a bye () (Bye)
Quarterfinal - Austan Adreon (Triton) 17-5 won by fall over Ethyn Bertschinger
(Rochester John Marshall) 2-3 (Fall 1:32)

Semifinal - Austan Adreon (Triton) 17-5 won by major decision over Carter Funk
(Rochester Mayo) 19-9 (MD 14-4)

Ist Place Match - Braxten Wiste (GMLOKS) 22-4 won by fall over Austan Adreon
(Triton) 17-5 (Fall 0:54)

172

Cole Kodada (9-14) placed 6th and scored 7.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Cole Kodada (Triton) 9-14 received a bye () (Bye)

Quarterfinal - Cole Kodada (Triton) 9-14 won by decision over James Nelson
(Rochester Mayo) 14-5 (Dec 9-6)

Semifinal - Tanner Elzen (Stewartville) 15-3 won by fall over Cole Kodada (Triton)
9-14 (Fall 4:25)

Cons. Semi - Jaeden Baird (Cannon Falls) 11-13 won by decision over Cole Kodada
(Triton) 9-14 (Dec 5-4)

5th Place Match - Ryan Schlaak (NRHEG) 11-8 won by tech fall over Cole Kodada
(Triton) 9-14 (TF-1.5 2:06 (15-0))

215

Alex Naze (18-5) place is unknown and scored 0.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Alex Naze (Triton) 18-5 received a bye () (Bye)

Quarterfinal - Dizel Butler (Maple River) 13-11 won by fall over Alex Naze (Triton)
18-5 (Fall 2:37)

Cons. Round 2 - Peter Ha (Rochester Mayo) 3-7 won by fall over Alex Naze (Triton)
18-5 (Fall 0:41)

285

John Moenning (9-16) place is unknown.

Champ. Round 1 - John Moenning (Triton) 9-16 received a bye () (Bye)
Quarterfinal - Mason Edwards (Byron) 5-2 won by fall over John Moenning (Triton)
9-16 (Fall 1:54)

Cons. Round 2 - John Moenning (Triton) 9-16 won by decision over Christian
Schrom (Triton) 3-2 (Dec 10-8)

Cons. Round 3 - Jack Regan (Rochester Mayo) 2-2 won by fall over John Moenning
(Triton) 9-16 (Fall 4:39)

285

Christian Schrom (3-2) place is unknown and scored 0.0 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Jace Thrke (NRHEG) 4-6 won by fall over Christian Schrom (Tri-
ton) 3-2 (Fall 5:45)

Cons. Round 1 - Christian Schrom (Triton) 3-2 received a bye () (Bye)

Cons. Round 2 - John Moenning (Triton) 9-16 won by decision over Christian
Schrom (Triton) 3-2 (Dec 10-8)

January 24, 2024
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Triton Business Professionals of America Students Stand Out Among Hundreds Competing

Dodge Center, MN — Triton’s Business Pro-
fessionals of America (BPA) chapter was a
dominant force at their Regional Competition
on Wednesday, January 3. After competing
against over 300 students from ten area
schools, 35 Triton BPA members have quali-
fied for the State Leadership Conference in
Minneapolis this March.

BPA is the nation’s leading career and techni-
cal student organization, providing members
the opportunity to develop skills and leader-
ship abilities, further their knowledge, and
prepare for a career in a variety of areas in-
cluding business administration, finance &

accounting, information technology, video
production, human resources, computer pro-
gramming, graphic design, small business &
entrepreneurship, and health services.

Advisor Rebecca Goossens shared this is the
largest number of students Triton has ever
had compete at Regionals, as well as the

Superintendent
With the begin-
ning of the new
year we enter into
a busy month of
the school year.
We see the end of
our first semester
and the beginning
of the second se-
mester which sig-
nifies the middle
of the school year.
We also have a
number of activities that take place in Jan-
uary. Our freshman students embark on
their journey north for the Wolf Ridge ex-
perience and our district honors those that
are being inducted into our Athletic Hall of
Fame.

I know that graduates often talk about
their wonderful experiences from the trip
to Wolf Ridge which is located close to Fin-
land, MN on the north shore of Lake Supe-
rior. My license to drive a bus, and
willingness to spend a weekend with stu-

Craig Schlichting
Superintendent

dents has often been a combination that
made me an attractive chaperone for this ad-
venture. I believe in my 31 years at Triton I
have made the trip at least 10 times. Volun-
teering to drive on this trip has allowed me
the opportunity to see a number of students
experience this trip first hand. I have always
been appreciative of the district’s commit-
ment to continuing to with this experience.
When you get to spend that much time out-
side of the school with students, it creates
unique opportunities to get to know them and
support them as they face the real life chal-
lenges of being outdoors in the middle of
winter. For some students, it is really the first
time they get outside and learn about the ex-
citing possibilities and learning that can take
place in the middle of winter. Getting out-
doors and facing the elements first hand and
learning things like basic survival are real
world learning that helps them learn impor-
tant tips about living in the state of Min-
nesota.

As a leader in the school district, I always
appreciated the positive feedback that we re-
ceive in regard to our students. Our school

Cobra Communications

largest number of State Trip winners, and all
of those who participated deserve credit for
their commitment.

“These kids put in incredible amounts of time
and effort into learning new skills, creating
projects, and preparing for their events, and
this is a huge achievement,” said Goossens.

Students competed individually and in teams
in a variety of categories where they demon-
strated their knowledge and a variety of skills
by taking a test, creating a project, giving a
speech, or presenting to a judge.

(continued on page 10)

district has a wonderful reputation at Wolf
Ridge for having such great students. One
duty that adults help chaperone is kitchen pa-
trol or KP duty. The students and chaperone
help serve the food and clean the dishes on
the trip, with the help of the Wolf Ridge staff.
I can recall hearing on more than one occa-
sion where the full-time staff has made the
comment that is like having the weekend off
when the Triton students are there. What a
wonderful thing to hear about our students.
Our Triton family has much to be proud of
when it comes to our reputation at Wolf
Ridge!

Triton has such a rich history of athletic ac-
complishments, many of which predate the
district’s formation in the previous three
community schools. The cities of Claremont,
Dodge Center and West Concord have had
some amazing people and teams that that
have been honored since the beginning of
Triton Hall of Fame that have been able to be
recognized. If you have ever been in our ac-
tivities entrance there is a great statement
above the pictures from these three schools,
Together We are Triton. Having only worked

in the district since it has been Triton, it is
great to see how these past successes are
being given recognition and honored as
being a part of our history at Triton. If you
don’t have plans, be sure to mark your cal-
endar for January 27th when our boys and
girls varsity teams will both play. The girls
tip off time is 3:00 and the boys tip off time
is 5:00. The 2024 Triton Athletic Hall of
Fame inductees will be recognized during
half time of the boys game with the Induc-
tion Ceremony taking place at 7pm in the
Performing Arts Center.

Please reach out to me with any questions
that you may have regarding our school dis-
trict. You can email me at schlich@tri-
ton.k12.mn.us or you can call me at
507-418-7530 to reach me at the district of-
fice. I would be happy to set up a time to
meet with you or your organization. Com-
munication is an important aspect of my job
responsibility, and I welcome the opportu-
nity to gain experience from your perspec-
tive. GO COBRAS!

#WeAreTriton
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Triton Business Professionals of America Students Stand Out Among Hundreds Competing

(continued from page 9)

“BPA is not only a great opportunity for stu-
dents to network with their peers, but every
judge is also someone in the industry, so it’s
a great chance for them to create relation-
ships with leaders in the workforce they’re
soon going to enter,” said Goossens.

In addition to competing, students also par-
ticipated in a service drive and gave back to
the community through a donation drive to
Family Promise of Greater Rochester, whose
mission is to assist families at risk of or ex-
periencing homelessness to achieve sustain-
able  independence by  providing
person-centered, holistic services in collabo-
ration with the greater community.

The State BPA Conference and Competition
to be held March 14-16 against 2,000 other
students from schools across the state.

Anna Anderson competes in Ethics + Pro-
fessionalism Nancy Fernandez, Joaquin Lundi, and Jairo Solano prepare for their Podcast Presentations

Corey Lilledahl (right) collects service Family Promise Director Erin Sinnwell
drive donations with other Regional Offi- and Triton BPA Advisor Rebecca Goossens
cers with Service Drive donations

Triton Public Schools
www.triton.k12.mn.us
#WeAreTriton
#SomosTriton
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January 2024 Regional Announcement and District Results

Julia, Alyvia, Liebert, Alekzander, Kashi, Sam, Alayna, Rory, Elijah, Emma, Nolan, Reese, Connor, Liam

We're thrilled to announce the outstanding
achievements of our talented students in the
2024 District Spelling Bee! These remark-
able spellers will be representing our district
at the upcoming regional competition on
February 6, 2024, where we're confident they
will continue to make us proud.
¢ First Place: Elijah O’Keefe
¢ Second Place: [Emma Axt]
 Third Place: Rory Ginder

A heartfelt congratulations to all partici-
pants for their hard work and dedication.
Your commitment to excellence is truly com-
mendable.

" |

Triton Times

Craig J. Schlichting — Superintendent
Triton Public Schools

813 West Highway Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927

Office — 507-418-7530 ¢ Fax — 507-374-2447
schlich@triton.k12.mn.us

Produced and published for Triton School District

by Mainstreet Publishing
P.O. Box 1, West Concord, MN 55985
E-mail: hometownmessenger @ gmail.com

e Phone/Text: 507-649-3327 » Fax: 5076459878 g Winners: 1st Place Elijah O'Keefe; 2nd Place Emma Axt; 3rd Place Rory Ginder
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Triton High School Concurrent Classes

By Christi Runnells

Each issue of this school year’s Triton
Times, I'd like to highlight Triton High
School’s concurrent course offerings avail-
able to our students. A concurrent course is a
class that upperclassmen can take to earn both
high school and college credit—FREE and
right at Triton. Concurrent courses are taught
by our own Triton teachers to sections made
of only Triton students. Depending on the
class, students earn anywhere from 1-4 col-
lege credits per course. Teachers must have a
master’s degree and a minimum of 18 gradu-
ate credits in that field. This month we’ll look
at the math offerings.

Mr. Casey O’Brien teaches both of our con-
current math courses: college algebra and
technical math. Concurrent College Algebra
is the equivalent of Rochester Community &
Technical College’s (RCTC) MATH 1115
College Algebra class and Concurrent Ap-

plied Technical Math is the equivalent of
RCTC’s MATH 1015 Technical Math class.
Successful completion of these semester
courses earns the student 3 college credits per
class. We first ran these classes in the 2019-
2020 school year and so this is Mr. O’Brien’s
fifth year teaching both classes. When we
began, we typically ran one section of tech-
nical math in the fall and one section of col-
lege algebra in the spring. However, interest
in college algebra has grown immensely and
this is our second year of offering two sec-
tions of that course in addition to the one sec-
tion of technical math.

College algebra is open to juniors and sen-
iors who have a qualifying reading AND
math ACT, MCA or Accuplacer test score.
This course fulfills Triton’s math elective
graduation requirement and also fulfills a col-
lege general education requirement via Goal
4 of the MN Transfer Curriculum. Mr.

O’Brien enjoys teaching this class because it
pushes the students further by going into
more depth on some algebra topics like ma-
trices and conic sections that are new to stu-
dents. He feels “the class is a nice transition
of learning in a high school class setting ver-
sus a college setting. There is a lot more ma-
terial on tests, yet we have a little more time
to get through the material.” This is a very
beneficial class for students planning to pur-
sue further education in any major at a 2- or
4-year college.

Technical math is open to seniors and they
do not need to take any test to get into the
course. This course also fulfills Triton’s math
elective graduation requirement and is a re-
quired college course for certificate and
diploma programs such as electrician, auto-
motive technician, diesel technology, etc. Mr.
O’Brien describes this class as “less theoret-
ical” than the rest of the math classes he
teaches, as its wide array of topics are appli-
cable to real-life situations. A few of the items
that students get a lot better at are reading en-
gineered drawings, converting units, ratios
and proportions. Mr. O’Brien recommends
this course to anyone wanting to brush up on
their math skills, especially those planning to

Mr. Casey O’Brien

pursue a career in one of the trades. We are
excited to be able to offer two college-level
math classes that are open to a very wide
range of students.

Triple A and ExCEL Award Winners

Dodge Center, MN - Two distin-
guished awards have been developed
by the MSHSL in order to recognize
students who participate in extracur-
ricular activities, as well as serve their
community. Through the ExCEL
Award and the Triple ‘A’ award the
MSHSL recognizes students across
the state who put in extra time and ef-
fort to develop their skills and abili-
ties.

The ExCEL Award recognizes stu-
dents who show excellences in their
community, their education, and their
leadership skills. Romina Medina and

Corey Lilledahl have been selected as

Triton High School’s ExXCEL Award winners for the 2023-2024 school year.
Romina Medina is involved in the Triton Girls Soccer program, as well as the Triton

Track and Field program. In addition to athletics Romina participates in Student Coun-
cil, peer tutoring and counseling, and has been named a scholar athlete. Romina also vol-
unteers in the community as she can be seen volunteering her time in the concession
stand, working with 4], as well as helping in the Greenshack Easter and Halloween par-
ties.

Corey Lilledahl has lettered in both baseball and basketball at Triton High Schoo, and
is a member of the Triton Band and Triton Choir, as well as the Student Council. Corey
can also be found participating in the Triton Theater Department as he has held a lead role
in both plays and musicals produced at Triton High School. In the community, Corey has
also volunteered for the kindness retreat, pancake breakfasts, highway cleanup, the SADD
Lock-in, Biddy Basketball and Post Prom.

The MSHSL Triple ‘A’ Award recognizes students who are seniors in high school, and
demonstrate excellence in academics, the arts, and athletics. Triton High School has nom-
inated Katherine Ross and Joaquin Lundi for the award this school year.

Joaquin Lundi is a member of the Triton Band and has participated in the Solo and En-
semble Contests earning a Superior Rating. Joaquin has participated in Soccer at the var-
sity level for five years, and has also participated in football, and track and field.

Katherine Ross has participated in the Triton Band for her entire high school career and
has been named saxophone section leader. Her participation with the band extends to the
Solo and Ensemble Contest where Katherine has received a superior rating, as well as the
Wind Ensemble and Jazz Band. In addition, Katherine has participated in musicals with
the Triton Theater Department as she fulfilled roles in Guys and Dolls and Annie. Along
with the fine arts, Katherine has participated in the Triton Volleyball program, and the Tri-
ton Softball program, where she earned All-Conference honors during her junior season.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY EDUCATION

TRITON CLASS OF 2024
i

Dani Hallaway is a senior at Triton High School
this year.

Her parents are Mitch and Terri Hallaway.

She has two sisters, Allissa and Samantha.

She is active in Fellowship of Student Athletes,
Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Link Crew, SADD and
is student council president and Minnesota
Honor Society vice president.

Dani also plays Triton girls varsity volleyball
and girls varsity basketball/manager.

Outside of school she plays Venom JO
volleyball and helps with the Backpack Program.

Her hobbies are reading, cooking, hanging out
with friends and family and napping.

Her favorite music artists are Noah Kahanm
Hozier, Taylor Swift, and Elvis. Her favorite
movies are Moana, Pride and Prejudice and
Little Women. Her favorite actors are Florence
Pugh and Robert Pattinson

After graduation she plans to attend Viterbo
University in LaCrosse and major in nursing.

DANI HALLAWAY i

SPONSORED BY
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Interested in Preschool or Kindergarten?

Ages 2- to S years - Join an ECFE class, where grown-ups and children can enjoy
their first school experience together. Registration can be found on the CE Registration
Form in the Triton Times, OR Registration can be found on
the https://www.triton.k12.mn.us/page/community-education

Ages 3-4 - Make an appointment for Early Childhood Screening. This is required by
Minnesota state law before attending kindergarten. Screenings are offered twice per
year, or by special appointment. Details found
at: https://www.triton k12.mn.us/page/community-education

Ages 3-5 - Register for Preschool. The Fall 2024-2025 Class Registration will open
on-line on April 8, and classes fill quickly. Starting April 8, parents will be able to ac-
cess the registration link via our Triton Community Education Facebook page OR Reg-
istration can be found on the https://www.triton.k12.mn.us/page/community-education
Do not delay!

Ages 4-5 - Children turning 5 by September 1 can register for kindergarten. Registra-
tion materials will be available through the Elementary Office.

Have other questions or concerns? Please call us at 507-418-7550.
We are here to help!

TRITON CLASS OF 2024

el

Caleb Chilson is a senior at Triton High
School this year.

His parents are Jeremy and Cory Chilson.

He has two sisters, Nerissa and Sonia and
three brothers, Paul, David and Coltan.

He is active in FFA, Triton theater in the
one act play and musical and has been in
Link Crew and student council.

Outside of school he works at Kasson
HyVee as a produce clerk and is a pianist
at the First Presbyterian Church in
Claremont.

He enjoys gardening, reading, playing
piano, gardening and DIY projects.

His interests are in pop music, the Big
Bang Theory and his favorite actors are Jim
Parsons and Kate McKinnon.

After graduation he plans to attend
Winona State University and pursue a
degree in business management or Data
Science.

Growing Together —Friday Mornings
Children ages 2-5 years, not yet in Kindergarten

** Please only indicate upon registration the child or children’s names that will be at-
tending between ages 2-5. Younger siblings may join the class, but no need to register
them as the focus is on the 2-5 year olds, so content and snacks will be appropriate for
that age group only.

Join Mrs. Vermilyea on Friday mornings and meet some new friends! This class pro-
vides time together with your children in a variety of activities that will help your 2-5
year old develop new interests and relationships. Mrs. Vermilyea will provide many ac-
tivities, games, toys, and crafts for your children to explore.

Cost: $20/semester, all families must pre-register and pay PRIOR to start.
Registration Deadline: December 20

10-11:30AM, in Mrs. Vermilyea’s Room (#315)

2nd Semester Dates:

January 5 and 26

February 2 and 23

March 1 and 15

April 5 and 12

May 10th

CALEB CHILSON

SPONSORED BY

Evening Adventures
Children aged 2-5 and an adult

Join us this session with your preschooler, ages 2- 5 years (not yet in kindergarten).
Mrs. Vermilyea will plan a special evening centered around a theme. You will partici-
pate in activities, games, explorative play, reading and art around the same topic. Mrs.
V has also invited many experts from our community to join you and share their
knowledge and resources to make these truly amazing experiences for all who partici-
pate. Snacks will be provided, so PLEASE alert us if your child has any allergies or
sensitivities to food.

Please pre-register for each of these classes, so that we can provide the appropriate
number of materials and supplies needed.
Cost: $8/class or $20 per semester/family
Dates:
January 10, 24
February 7, 21
March 6, 20
April 10, 22
May 1
**%* Topics that are being scheduled are focused on yoga, farming, experimenting with
foods, music, construction, Earth Day, and May Day. We’d love to hear what interests
you and your child have for future sessions. Feel free to email us at avermilyea@tri-
ton.k12.mn.us with your ideas!
6-7:30PM
All classes will be in Mrs. Vermilyea’s Room #315 in the Elementary School.
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Shooting
for a Cure

On February 16, Triton school will once
again be hosting "Shooting for a Cure". This
organization is all about coming together as a
community to raise money for cancer re-
search, and helping to support those who are
going through cancer treatment, and being
there for their families.

(continued on page 15)

TRITON COMMUNITY ED YOUTH ENRICHMENT 3507-418-7550

{YEL!} Robotics 2.2 Winter

Youth Enrichment League
1st-5th Grades

Build a bumble bee, frog or design your own predator. Then program the bumble bee
to fly and buzz, the frog to leap, and the predator to hunt. { YEL!}’s Teach It! Practice
It! Play It!® classroom method emphasizes 21st Century Learning skills like STEM,
teamwork, and problem solving. Sign up today! Visit YELKids.com for more informa-
tion. LEGO® is a trademark of the LEGO Group of companies which does not spon-
sor, authorize, or endorse this site or program.
Minimum 6/Maximum 16.
Cost: $76
February 7,14,21,28
March 6,13
3:15-4:15PM
TES Media Center

{YEL!} Robotics 2.3 Spring

Youth Enrichment League
1st-5th Grades

Build a better, safer world. This session we focus on keeping civilization safe by
building and programming an automatic flood gate, an earthquake machine, and de-
signing your own city-safety features. { YEL!}’s Teach It! Practice It! Play It!® class-
room method emphasizes 21st Century Learning skills like STEM, teamwork, and
problem solving. Sign up today! Visit YELKids.com for more information. LEGO® is
a trademark of the LEGO Group of companies which does not sponsor, authorize, or
endorse this site or program. Minimum 6/Maximum 16.
Cost: $76
April 3,10, 17,24
May 1,8
3:15-4:15PM
TES Media Center

January 24, 2024

Kids and Crafting with the Green Shack
Brittany Wilcox, The Green Shack

Join Brittany and pick up some new hobbies! She will
bring all the supplies needed. She will work with all lev-
els of ability and help each child enjoy their experience.
They will bring home their new creation to show off and

be able to do similar projects at home.

Fairy Gardens

January 11 3:10-4PM TES Art Room Max 10 $29
Learn to Crochet

January 22-26 3:10-5PM TES Media Center Max 8 $44

**%%This can be for beginners, and those with experience will start trying more
advanced projects.

Painted Stained Glass

February 7 3:10-4:30PM TES Room 403 Max 8

$34

Ceramic Painting—Flowers

February 22 3:10-4:30PM  TES Art Room Max 8

$16

Learn to Crochet

March 11-15 3:10-5PM TES Media Center Max 8 $44

***%%This can be for beginners, and those with experience will start trying more
advanced projects.

Learn to Crochet
April 22-25 3:10-5PM TES Media Center Max 8 $44
**%%This can be for beginners, and those with experience will start trying more
advanced projects.

Painted Stained Glass
April 30 3:10-4:30PM TES Room 403 Max 8 $34
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Shooting for a Cure

(continued from page 14)

We all have been touched by someone who
has or has had cancer, and it is easy to say that
it's a difficult challenge to navigate. By at-
tending Shooting for a Cure, you will be able
to help those who need your support, not only
financially but also emotionally, as those in-
volved see the changes that can be affected as
we come together to help each other in times
of crisis. The beneficiaries of the monies
raised help in various ways.

"Our goal is to raise $5K to help support or-
ganizations in our area, such as Brighter To-
morrows, a group of volunteers who help
families to adjust to the circumstances they
experience when their child is diagnosed with
cancer. The Cure Starts Now is another or-
ganization whose primary aim is to eliminate
all cancers. Mayo Pediatric Cancer Research
at the Mayo Clinic, and the Sandra J. Schultze
Hope Lodge, where people going through
cancer treatments in Rochester and their care-
givers stay for free are the last two we donate
to." explains Keri Ginder, one of the sponsors
of the event. " This is in line with what we
have raised in previous years because of our
giving community and their generous dona-
tions, both monetary and with gift baskets for
the raffle." As a side note, last year they
raised just over $8,000.00 in proceeds to be
split between the groups listed above.

There will be 4 girls basketball games, 7th,
8th, JV and Varsity, and a 50/50 raffle at half
time of each game. the 50/50 raffle means the
winner gets half the proceeds, and the Shoot-
ing For a Cure organization gets the other
half. The games begin at 4:30. The winners of
the themed baskets donated to be raffled off
will be drawn after the varsity half time.

The Dodge Country Club has joined in the
fun, and generously offered to donate 10%
of their food and drink sales from January
27th to the cause, so grab your family and
friends and head over to DCC to participate
that Saturday night and help to raise the do-
nation mark by letting them cook for you!

If anyone would like to contribute by do-
nating a basket or item for the raffle, or to
find out what kind of things can go into the
baskets, they can contact Keri at ker-
ijo77@gmail.com or Amy at
afreiderich@yahoo.com . Last year there
were a lot of very imaginative baskets and
items to bid on! Or if you would like to make
cash donations, checks can be made payable
to:

Triton Foundation
C/O Shooting For a Cure
813 HWY St W
Dodge Center, MN 55927

The holidays may have passed, but the
spirit of giving to those less fortunate re-
mains. This event is a fun way to get the fam-
ily out and teach our children that it takes a
village to accomplish unselfish deeds, and to
help others get through one of the toughest
things they will ever face.

Please join us in this special evening and
ask questions, volunteer, donate, or just
watch the fun! Let's get out there and show
them what the Cobras and their neighbors
can accomplish! Hope to see you there!
There will be a Cobra wandering around,
taking pictures of the attendees having fun,
so be sure to show up, because you may be
one of the supporters who gets your picture
in the Messenger for being a part of this im-
portant event!

TRITON COMMUNITY ED

ADULT ENRICHMENT
507-418-73550
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TRITON COMMUNITY ED ADULT ENRICHMENT 507-418-7550

Cell Phones & Parenting- Oh My!
Nickie Welsh, Social Club Simple

When your child has a Smartphone there are key things you should know to keep
them safe and secure. In this class you’ll understand recommended safety settings on
popular social media apps, parental apps for your child’s Smartphone, and more. You
will leave this class with a confident plan to simplify the technology so that you and
your child can use the phone safely without worry.

Cost: $20

January 30,2024

12pm-1pm, online via Zoom

A Zoom link will be sent to you via email prior to the class.

Please note that each class is taught live online. If a student is unable to attend the
live online training time, they can still register and watch the recording of the train-
ing at their convenience. Follow-up support is also included from the instructor and
students are encouraged to reach out with questions at any time before or after the
class has concluded.

Safe Driving Class
Jim Jensen

In the Safe Driving Class, you will learn driving strategies that can keep you safer
on the road. You will learn updates to traffic laws, how to reduce distractions to driv-
ing and how to navigate different intersections. Driver’s aged 55 years old and older
who successfully complete the Safe Driver Class will qualify for reductions in their
automobile insurance premiums. Please remember to bring your driver’s license with
you to class. It’s important to pre-register so that Jim can ensure accommodation for
all. Please call Triton CE at 507-418-7550.
Cost: $20, checks should be
made to Jim Jensen
4-Hour Refresher Course (for those that have taken the 8-Hour before)
January 18
5-9PM in the THS Media Center

Adult Crafting with the Green Shack
Brittany Wilcox, The Green Shack

Join Brittany and pick up some new hobbies! She’ll
provide all the supplies needed. She will work with all
levels of ability and help everyone enjoy their experi-
ence. All of these classes are located at The Green
Shack: 20658 County Hwy, Dodge Center, MN
Stained Glass Mosaics

A Parent’s Guide to TikTok
Nickie Welsh, Social Club Simple

Have you heard about the latest new app called TikTok? Learn how it’s used and how
parents can also help their kids stay safe while on it. You’ll leave the class with helpful
action items with your family to help gain a better understanding of what to do/what not
to do within the app. The class will help set up a healthy foundation for technology habits
your family members can use for the rest of their life whether in school or in their pro-
fessional careers.

Cost: $20

January 23, 2024

12pm-1pm, online via Zoom

A Zoom link will be sent to you via email prior to the class.

Please note that each class is taught live online. If a student is unable to attend the live
online training time, they can still register and watch the recording of the training at their
convenience. Follow-up support is also included from the instructor and students are en-
couraged to reach out with questions at any time before or after the class has concluded.

January 17 6-8 PM The Green Shack $38
Goat Milk Soap Making
February 1 5:30 PM The Green Shack $53 Limit 2 people
7PM The Green Shack $53 Limit 2 people
Fairy Gardens 4-6 PM The Green Shack $38
Spring Wreath Making
April 9 6-8 PM The Green Shack $48
Bob Ross Painting
April 10 6-8 PM The Green Shack $48
THANK YOU!

A great big thank you to Concord Church of Christ for
their generous donation of socks, hats and mittens to
the Preschool and Elementary School.

The Tri City Backpack program would also like to
thank The Welsh Family and the Henderson Family for
their donations. Any groups or individuals who would
like to donate to the backpack program can contact
Kristy Faber at 507-418-7550.

2024 Dodge County Business Expo

The 2024 Dodge County Business Expo will be held March 23, 2024, at Triton Public
Schools. Over 100 vendors from Dodge County are expected to participate in this an-
nual event. 2024 will mark our 24th Dodge County Business Expo.

We are planning many new and exciting exhibits and fun for the entire family —
watch for more information over the coming months!

Questions: Call 418-7550
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-3:30 pm

Check Out Our Website:
www.triton.k12.mn.us and click on the Community Education tab
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Growth
Continues for
Minnesota FFA

By Minnesota FFA

The Minnesota FFA
Foundation continues the
important work support-
ing the development of
young people through
Agriculture, Food, and
Natural Resources
(AFNR) programs and the

FFA.

Minnesota FFA continues to grow both in
the number of schools offering AFNR/FFA
programs and the number of students en-
rolled. Thirty new programs have been added
in the past four years, bringing the number of
Minnesota schools that offer AFNR/FFA pro-
grams to more than 220. The growth doesn't
stop there, as numerous schools are actively

engaged in the chartering process to add an
AFNR/FFA program for the upcoming
school year.

"We invite individuals and businesses to
make a start-of-the-year donation for 2024,
supporting the development of students
through the Minnesota FFA Foundation.
Donors play an important role, in removing
barriers so that the more than 40,000 Min-
nesota students enrolled in AFNR classes
have the opportunity to prepare for careers in
agriculture and develop the skills to be lead-
ers for their local community," shares Val
Aarsvold, executive director, the Minnesota
FFA Foundation.

Support provided to the Minnesota FFA
Foundation is directed toward four main
areas, including Youth Leadership, Teacher
Preparation, Scholarships, and the Minnesota
FFA State Convention.

One-time gifts, as well as ongoing and
planned gifts, are welcome. If you would like
to discuss giving options, contact Val
Aarsvold at 507-259-3586 or visit www.mnf-
fafoundation.org.
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THRIFT STORE

26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN
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brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com
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625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
(507) 789-6522
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Lacey's Closes
at End of
December

Lacey’s Kitchen & Cocktails in Kenyon an-
nounced there were closing their doors at the
end of December. The business opened up in
the old Schweich’s Bar and Hotel building in
November of 2021. A Facebook post on Fri-

kitchen would be closed but the bar would be
open over the weekend with cheap drink spe-
cials.

Steven Lacey was the chef and had a thirty-
year history of experience in the restaurant
industry. He opened Lacey’s at Brooktree in
late July of this past year. Brooktree is the
municipally owned golf course in Owatonna.
He opened that business just days after the
Tavern Nine closed at the same facility.

A Facebook post by Lacey addressed the
issue of gift cards that were sold over the hol-
iday season in Kenyon. They said they would
be posting a solution for those who had unre-

day December 29th informed the public that deemed gift cards shortly.
they were ceasing the operation and the

WE'RE ONLINE!

K Up With Y H N lapemont
eep Up Wit OI::'t ometown News essenger
www.claremontmn.net

Winter Safety for Doys

As the days inch further and further into winter and frigid temperatures, Dr. Gene Pavlovsky, director of the University of lllinois Veterinary Medicine South Clinic,
has important winter safety tips for those caring for pets.
Cold Winter Temperatures

Just like humans, our pets can develop hypothermia, or a drop in their body temperature, after being outside in cold temperatures for too long. Hypothermia
becomes even more likely for dogs that are housed outdoors.

“There is no straightforward answer to how cold is too cold and how long is too long to remain outside, because there are so many variables,” Dr. Pavlovsky says.
“For most dogs, it is probably safe to be outside for a very short period—just enough time to eliminate —even in extreme cold. However, to be safe, it’s probably
best to discuss this with your veterinarian, because there may be individual recommendations fitting one pet but not another.”

Likewise, how long dogs can be outside in relatively cold temperatures depends on the individual pet. However, Dr. Pavlovsky points out, “It is reasonable to
assume that prolonged direct contact with snow and ice is more likely to result in frostbite.”

Owners should consider size and length of their pet’s fur coat when gauging how long an animal can remain outside. Shorter fur offers less protection against
chilly temperatures, so those pets may benefit from some exira help.

“If your dog tolerates clothing and footwear, it’s probably best to put those on,” says Dr. Pavlovsky, “especially for short-haired and small breeds. These
protections can help minimize heat loss and exposure. For example, good-quality footwear that does not cause discomfort can allow a dog to spend more time
outdoors without getting frostbite on the feet.”

In addition to keeping low temperatures and length of cold exposure in mind, be sure to supervise your dogs when snow and ice are present. Dr. Pavlovsky says,
just like for humans, “Walking on hard snow and ice may result in slips, falls, and lacerations for your pets.”

Signs of Cold Exposure

If pets are accidentally left in the cold for too long and do develop hypothermia, owners should look for signs and symptoms to know when a veterinarian is
needed.

“Signs of hypothermia may include tiredness, shivering, pale skin, shallow breathing, and muscle stiffness,” Dr. Pavlovsky states. “Frostbite —usually on the
feet—can result in lameness of various degrees and pale, firm and cool skin, although extent of injury depends on the amount of time that has passed since
exposure and on the degree of frostbite.”

If these signs are present, it is best to contact a veterinarian right away. While waiting to see the veterinarian, you can warm your pet at home by ensuring they
are dry and free of snow and ice and by wrapping them in blankets or thick towels warmed in the dryer.

Ice Melt

Pet owners also need to look out for exposure to ice-melting products. Pets may accidentally consume these products by eating treated snow or licking the
products off the pads of their feet.

“Ice-melting products are usually made up of different kinds of salts, containing magnesium,
potassium, calcium or sodium,” says Dr. Pavlovsky. “Ingestion can cause vomiting and
diarrhea, sometimes severe enough to cause dehydration or even tremors and seizures,
depending on amount ingested and size of the pet.”

While there are pet-friendly ice melting products available that do not contain these salts,
there are also other ways to prevent contact with these harmful products. “Wearing shoes,
wiping the feet with a wet cloth or baby wipes, supervising to avoid snow ingestion—especially
when treated—and keeping ice-melt products out of pets’ reach can all reduce chances of
injury,” says Dr. Pavlovsky.

Gatherings

Amid the recent canine respiratory illness outbreak, it is also important to consider protection
for pets when traveling during the winter holidays.

“The recommendations for pets are similar to those made for people during periods of
respiratory disease outbreaks. Keep dogs up to date on vaccines for known respiratory
pathogens and avoid congregating dogs in large groups indoors, if possible,” Dr. Pavlovsky
advises.

Remember that newly vaccinated dogs should avoid contact with other dogs for two weeks
while the vaccinations do their job of boosting the pet’s immune system. For this reason, make

Brought to You By:

17 Airport Road N.
Dodge Center, MN

374-2125

M-F 8am to 5pm; Sat. 8am to Noon

915 N. Mantorville Ave., Kasson
sure pets receive their vaccines at least two weeks before they travel for the holidays. 634-678l

If you have any questions about winter safety for your pets, please contact your local M-W-F 8am-Spm; Tues-Thurs 8am-7pm;
veterinarian. Sat. 8am-Noon
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CITY OF CLAREMONT PUBLIC HEALTH & wondered if Al-Corn would like the city to  second by Klejeski. Motion carried unani-
CITY COUNCIL MEETING SAFETY COMMITTEE turn Sth Street over to them since it is mainly ~ mously. Motion by Klejeski to approve Res-

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2023
7:00 P.M.

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a
regular City Council meeting was held on
Tuesday, December 5, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at
Claremont City Hall.

Members present: Mayor Tasha Dahl, City
Council Members: Jacob Klejeski, Deb Ellis,
Hunter McGovern, and Krystal Sultze. Mem-
bers absent: None.

City staff and others present: Administra-
tor/Clerk Elizabeth Sorg, Maintenance Direc-
tor Casey Dahl, City Attorney Mark Rahrick,
City Engineer Derek Olinger, and Donna Gre-
gory.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AGENDA

Motion by Sultze to approve the agenda,
second by McGovern. Motion carried unani-
mously.

PUBLIC INPUT

None

CONSENT AGENDA

The Consent Agenda consisted of the Min-
utes of the November 7, 2023, Regular City
Council Meeting. Motion by Ellis to approve
the Consent Agenda, second by Sultze. Mo-
tion carried unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Nothing at this time.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Motion by McGovern to approve the finan-
cial reports, second by Ellis. Motion carried
unanimously.

Motion by Klejeski to approve the amended
list of bills to be paid, second by Sultze. Mo-
tion carried unanimously.

Administrator Sorg recommended transfer-
ring $130,000 to the 4M Plus Fund, transfer-
ring $200,000 into a new 6-month Money
Market at Ameriprise, and when the levy
comes in putting $150,000 to $200,000 into
another 3- or 6-month CD or Money Market
account, whichever has the best rate at that
time. Motion by Ellis to approve the new in-
vestments, second by McGovern. Motion
carried unanimously.

Healthy, gorgeous English bulldogs
available. Email for more information:
washingtonriley 1 8 @gmail.com

Nothing at this time.
PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE

Nothing at this time.

EDA
Nothing at this time.
MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT
Nothing at this time.
PARKS COMMITTEE

The fence at the new ball field has been in-

stalled.
PEOPLESERVICE
Their reports were in the packet.
CITY ENGINEER

All of the water tower rehab is done except
the recirculating pump; the pump is in and
now they are waiting for a few more parts to
be able to install it. Motion by Klejeski to
approve Tanksco’s Pay Application #4 in the
amount of $9,813.77, second by Ellis. Mo-
tion carried unanimously.

ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK

Sorg met with Thomas Harwood, Owner’s
Representative of Al-Corn, on November 22.
He is in discussions with Dodge County
Highway Department about putting in a new
driveway from 5th Street north to CR 34.
They would use the driveway for cars and
vehicles going to Al-Corn (workers, visitors,
etc.) which would keep 2 lanes on 5th Street
heading west for semi parking and 1 lane
heading east for exiting. The highway de-
partment doesn’t see any issues but has to
wait until it is formally not a highway and
officially turned into a county road. He
stated it would be at Al-Corn’s expense. City
Engineer Olinger suggested drafting an
agreement with them as it will in the public
right-of-way heading to a city street. Attor-
ney Rahrick also suggested an agreement
stating who will maintain what and where to
prevent any issues in the future. The council

used only for them as a parking area for the
semis. Sorg will set up a meeting with
Thomas Harwood and Olinger for further
discussion.
CITY ATTORNEY
Nothing at this time.
OLD BUSINESS

Last month the council discussed amend-
ing the fence ordinance. There are 2
changes, the first a zoning permit is re-
quested for all fences, the second change
deleted the section stating that a fence in the
front yard must be decorative (made of
wood). The maximum height of a fence in
the front yard will remain 48”. Attorney
Rahrick will have a final draft for the next
meeting, along with a resolution approving
a summary publication.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Dahl asked the public if there were
any questions or comments on the 2024
budget or levy. The 2024 final levy in-
creased 3% from 2023. Hearing no com-
ments, motion by McGovern to approve
Resolution No. 23-25: Resolution Adopting
the 2024 Tax Levy and Budget, second by
Sultze. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Ellis to open the public hearing
for special charges, second by Sultze. Mo-
tion carried unanimously. The 3 special
charges are on 2 properties; 1 property for a
fire call and 1 property for city ordinance vi-
olation of not clearing snow and also an ad-
ministrative fine. There were no comments.
Motion by Sultze to close the public hearing,
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Traxler Law
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traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS

o Wills, Trusts, & Estates

o Farm and Business
Transition Planning

o General Practice

® Probate

4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com
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Prouiding owr clients with the best covenage and value
for then cwoanance needs for more than 50 years.

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES uc

Beth Hanggd
35 W. Main St., Dodge Center  507-374-6342 ¢ www.fahningandassocs.com

McMartin

Electric Inc.
507-528-2578

64005 130th Ave.
Claremont, MN

olution No. 23-27: Resolution Certifying
Past-Due Bills to Dodge County for Collec-
tion with 2024 Property Taxes, second by
McGovern. Motion carried unanimously.

There are 5 properties being assessed for
unpaid water/sewer fees. Motion by Ellis to
approve Resolution No. 23-26: Resolution
Certifying Past-Due Bills to Dodge County
for Collection with 2024 Property Taxes,
second by McGovern. Motion carried unan-
imously.

Dodge County is designating old TH14 as
a County State Aid Highway and asked the
city to approve a resolution since a portion
of it lies within the city’s boundaries. Mo-
tion by Klejeski to approve Resolution No.
23-28: Municipal Concurring Resolution
(New CHAS 34 Designation), second by
McGovern. Motion carried unanimously.

Minnesota’s new Earned Sick and Safe
Time goes into effect January 1,2024. Sorg
amended the Employment Policy to comply
with ESST. Attorney Rahrick has reviewed
it along with Abdo, the city’s auditors and
payroll consultants, and it meets all require-
ments. Motion by Ellis to approve the Em-
ployment Policy as amended, second by
Sultze. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Ellis to adjourn the meeting at
7:44 p.m., second by Sultze. Motion carried
unanimously.

ATTEST:
Elizabeth Sorg, Administrator/Clerk
Tasha Dahl, Mayor

Watch your ears!

Common ag related hearing hazzards:
Tractors without cab, grain dryers,
power saws & chain saws.

Voted Best in
Mower County

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019

AUSTIN & 2020
701 W Oakland Ave
507-433-4144 FIND OUT IF YOUR
ROCHESTER | HEARING HAS ALREADY
2150 2nd St SW, Suite 130|  BEENAPFECTED BY
507-322-4241 calluofor a
OWATONNA free screening today!
685 Bridge St. Suite 1B
507-451-3879 q AMY SWAI N
WASECA { HEARING
118 North State Street CENTERS
507-521-2758 www, inheari com

Industrial

Trenching

Residential

Commercial

Agricultural

Wiring or Rewiring

Bucket Truck Service
Repairs or Troubleshooting

Electrical Design and Design Builds
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TRITON ISD NO. 2125 —
SCHOOL BOARD
MINUTES
REGULAR SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING
MONDAY,
NOVEMBER 20, 2023 —
6:00 P.M.
TRITON HIGH SCHOOL
MEDIA CENTER -
DODGE CENTER
& ZOOM VIDEO CON-
FERENCING

-Meeting Proceedings-

Chair Henslin called the
meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Those members present:
Wendy Kenworthy, Rebecca
Knutson, Duane Bartel,
Lloyd Henslin, Jr., Dale
Jensen, Jim Jensen, and
Brian Ginder; absent: none.
Also present: Superintendent
Craig Schlichting, Principal
Luke Lutterman, Principal
Shane Van Beek, Dean of
Students Tricia Johnson, Stu-
dent Council Representatives
Corey  Lilledahl, Tina
Kozisek, and 3 visitors.
There were no visitors pres-
ent via Zoom.

The Pledge of Allegiance
was recited.

Bartel/Knutson motioned to
approve the agenda as pre-
sented. Motion carried unan-
imously.

Cobra Pride honoree Marit
Lang was recognized and
congratulated.

J. Jensen/Kenworthy mo-
tioned to approve the consent

#112023E, #112023F, and
#112023G; long-term substi-
tute agreement for Caroline
Gosse as TES Teacher; ma-
ternity leave requests for
#112023 A effective April 22,
2024-June 3, 2024 and #
112023B effective April 15,
2024-June 3, 2024, resigna-
tion for Jill Roussopoulos as
educational assistant, and
extra-curricular contracts for
Jamie Bodenstab as Head
Dance Coach, Jaime Geers
as Assistant Dance Coach,
Stephanie Maas as One Act
Play Director and SADD Ad-
visor. Motion carried unani-
mously.

Ginder/J. Jensen motioned
to approve the 2023-2024
snow removal quote with
Boyum Tree Service, LLC.
Motion carried unanimously.

J. Jensen/D. Jensen mo-
tioned to approve the Triton
Education Minnesota Con-
tract for 2023-2025. Motion
carried unanimously.

Bartel/Ginder motioned to
approve the Education Min-
nesota Triton School Em-

ployees Contract for
2023-2025. Motion carried
unanimously.

Kenworthy/Knutson mo-
tioned to approve the final
certified staff seniority list
for 2023-2024. Motion car-
ried unanimously.

Bartel/Kenworthy mo-
tioned to approve the final
classified staff seniority list
for 2023-2024. Motion car-

School League Foundation.
Voting in favor: J. Jensen,
Kenworthy, Knutson, D.
Jensen, Bartel, Ginder, and
Henslin.  Voting against:
none. Motion carried unani-
mously. (Attachment A)

Enrollment figures were re-
viewed.

Student Council Represen-
tatives Corey Lilledahl re-
ported on Trick or Canning,
the Color Run, and upcoming
events for December.

Chair Henslin and Superin-
tendent Schlichting gave a
ZED update.

A.D. Corey Black reported
on fall sports honors, the
MSHSL Foundation, Gopher
Conference Leadership
Training, fall play, winter
sports, MHS Induction, boys
volleyball interest form.

Principals Shane Van Beek,
Luke Lutterman, and Dean of
Students Tricia Johnson re-
ported on Terrence Talley
presentations, Kindness Re-
treat, Conferences, band and

choir concert, and the
STEAM Summit.
Superintendent Craig

Schlichting reported on a
crosswalk update and meet-
ing with the City, door alarm
update, Spanish Immersion
Program, and negotiations.

D. Jensen/Knutson mo-
tioned to adjourn the meeting
at 6:38 p.m. Motion carried
unanimously.

TRITON HIGH SCHOOL
MEDIA CENTER -
DODGE CENTER, MN
& ZOOM VIDEO CON-
FERENCING

-Meeting Proceedings-

Chair Lloyd Henslin, Jr.
called the meeting to order at
6:00 p.m. Those members
present: Lloyd Henslin, Jr.,
Rebecca  Knutson, Jim
Jensen, Wendy Kenworthy,
Dale Jensen, and Duane Bar-
tel; absent: Brian Ginder.
Also present: Superintendent
Craig Schlichting, Dean of
Students Tricia Johnson, Stu-
dent Council Representative
Elizabeth Hukee, Business
Manager Aimee Lake, Tina
Kozisek, 5 visitors and 3 vis-
itors present via ZOOM.

The Pledge of Allegiance
was recited.

J. Jensen/D. Jensen mo-
tioned to approve the agenda
as presented. Motion carried

unanimously.
Cobra Pride honorees Jo-
hanna Gustafson, Wyatt

Wilks, Beau Jensen, Eleanor
Ryg, Ava Vaugh, Izabella
Ortiz, Blakely Hanegraaf,
Mila Neitzell, Peyton Laue,
Jacoby Kruger, Gwen Chinn,
Reinaldo Salazar Ramirez,
Shane Lasker, and Jenna
Kenworthy were recognized
and congratulated.
Knutson/Bartel motioned to
approve the consent agenda
including the November 20,
2023 regular meeting min-

counts Payable/Insurance,
Tina Kozisek as Business Of-
fice Administrative Assis-
tant/Account Payable,
Building Administrators
Luke Lutterman and Shane
Van Beek, and Tricia John-
son as Dean of Students; res-
ignations for  Allison
McMartin as Paraprofes-
sional effective November
21, 2023, Riley Kettner as
Paraprofessional effective
December 15, 2023, and
Peyton Soltau as Special Ed-
ucation Teacher effective De-
cember 22, 2023; and
extra-curricular contracts for
Christine Deetz as Fall Play
Director and Brandon Neseth
as Head Softball Coach. Mo-
tion carried unanimously.

Business Manager Aimee
Lake presented a slide show
and explained the Truth in
Taxation information, levy
certification and budget.

Rich Ragatz from Ideal En-
ergies presented information
on the Solar for Schools pro-
gram and PV Credit.

D. Jensen/J. Jensen mo-
tioned to approve Ideal Ener-
gies to apply for the Solar for
Schools grant.

Bartel/Knutson motioned to
approve the final 2023
payable 2024 levy certifica-
tion for $3,246,582.11. Mo-
tion carried unanimously.

Kenworthy/J. Jensen mo-
tioned to approve the Resolu-
tion Establishing a
Combined Polling Place for

request approval for students
to attend Wolf Ridge ELC in
January 2025.

Bartel/Kenworthy mo-
tioned to approve students to
attend the Wolf Ridge ELC
trip in January 2025. Motion
carried unanimously.

Student Council Represen-
tative Elizabeth Hukee re-
ported on Toys for Tots,
military boxes, holiday
bingo, dress up days, and
Cobra on the shelf. They are
also planning for snow week.

Chair Henslin stated that
there is a meeting scheduled
for Thursday and the Joint
Powers Agreement is on the
agenda.

Superintendent Schlichting
gave the A.D. report: Boys
Volleyball interest, Girls Bas-
ketball team new school
record for 87 points in a
game, MSHSL Student Advi-
sory Leadership Team Con-
ference.

Dean of Students Tricia
Johnson and Superintendent
Schlichting reported on the
Profile of a Graduate cere-
mony, Courage and Respect
Retreats, spring testing up-
dates for the ACT and
ASVAB, Triple ‘A’ Award
winners, EXEL Award win-
ners, ZED creative writing
contest, academic triathlon,
concurrent enrollment up-
date, holiday activities.

Superintendent Schlichting
gave an update on the 2024-
2025 school calendar, Read

agenda including the October  ried unanimously. School District Clerk utes as presented; budget up- Multiple Precincts and Des-  Act training, and January 31,
16, 2023 regular school  J. Jensen/D. Jensen mo- date; claims and bills; ignating Hours During 2024 Study Session.
board meeting minutes and tioned to approve Principal treasurer’s report; donations; Which the Polling Places  Kenworthy/Knutson mo-
October 25, 2023 study ses- Shane Van Beek as LEA  TRITON ISD NO.2125-  nonresident/open enrollment ~ Will Remain Open for Voting  tioned to adjourned the meet-
sion minutes; budget update; Representative. Motion car- SCHOOL BOARD agreements for students for School District Elections ing at 6:50 p.m. Motion
claims and bills; treasurer’s  ried unanimously. MINUTES #121823A, #121823B, Not Held on the Day of a carried unanimously.
report; donations; nonresi- Knutson/J. Jensen mo- REGULAR SCHOOL #121823C, and #121823D; Statewide Election. Motion
dent/open enrollment agree- tioned to approve the Resolu- BOARD MEETING approve contracts for Tammy carried unanimously. (At-
ments for students tion of Governing Board MONDAY, Fate as Business Office Ad- tachment A) School District Clerk
#112023A, #112023B, Supporting Form A Applica- DECEMBER 18,2023 -  ministrative Assistant, Deb ~ Wolf Ridge Coordinator
#112023C, #112023D, tion to Minnesota State High 6:00 P.M. Groll as Payroll Clerk/Ac- Kim Swanson was present to
4 )
cs/oeczaﬁzm G 112 %zyue gewe& ,
Specializing in Farm Olocks & Custom . 71“0/05163
Authorized Toro® Dealer
TORO. Local Convenience | Hometown Service | Small Town Savings
DOT Inspections/Welding I A I GE JE \ N / E I RY
502 Flusetn St, Fenyon 625 2nd 8 Kenyon, MN 55946 * (507) 789-6522 or 1.800-58 TATGE
nd Street, nyon, . - or I- .58-
501'189'6321 a tatgejewelry.com p.
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Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes

Back Home on
the River

By Terry Campbell

This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

This is a picture of the Paris Landing
bridge. It connects the Land between the
Lakes area with the western part of the state
of Tennessee. The bridge spans a mile over
the Tennessee River and the widest point of
Kentucky Lake. It is beautiful on a sunny day
and so impressive to see all that water in both
directions. This is where we live in Ten-
nessee. Every time I come home down here,
I'love to look out over the bridge and take in
the sight.

One afternoon as we were driving home
over the bridge we saw something startling
appear beside our car. A Blackhawk helicop-
ter began rising above the bridge to our left.
There were two military UH-60’s flying at
water level beside the bridge. We watched as
they landed in an open field in Paris Landing
state park. Being curious we turned in and
parked in the lot. It was some kind of family
of servicemen gathering and lots of kids were
waiting to see their dads get out. Fort Camp-
bell, home of the 101st Airborne is only
thirty-miles away.

The bridge has quite a rise to accommodate
the daily barge traffic and the kid in me
couldn’t resist the urge to accelerate the
Corvette every time we approached the
bridge. If you exceed 100 mph it feels like
you are in a plane taking off when you reach
the top of the bridge. I must not have been
the only one doing that because one day I
saw a Tennessee Highway Patrol parked by
the marina side of the bridge. Nothing like
the sight of a squad car to slow you down.

About ten miles upstream is the Danville
transfer elevator. We enjoy boating to the site

and the bridge can still be seen in the dis-
tance for almost the entire trip. The Danville
elevator was a five-story concrete structure
that transferred cargo from rail car to paddle
wheelers over a century ago. When the lake
was formed by the construction of the dam
in 1941, the elevator was abandoned and left
to stand in the middle of the lake. The arial
lift bridge was also removed at that time and
a ferry provides passage for automobile traf-
fic across the river there for one dollar per
trip.

Twenty-four hours each day barges travel
under the bridge as they haul grain, coal and
gravel up and down the river. One learns to
stay between the green and red buoys on the
river, just like the barges do. The dam con-
trols the water level and at winter pool it is
six feet lower than summer pool. Unsus-
pecting boaters during the cold months can
suddenly find the bottom of the river in the
middle of the lake, and run aground if not
careful. We had that happen one fine after-
noon last winter as we were exploring the
cove near Cypress Bay Marina. We were at
least 200 feet from shore as we came around
the bend and suddenly we were looking at
the rocky floor of Kentucky Lake. I hit the
trim and raised the prop out of the water and
after further investigation reversed the boat
and backed out to deeper water.

The wind coming off the nearly two-mile
wide lake can create some substantial waves
crashing into the bridge pilings and there is
a breakwater at the entrance of the Paris
Landing marina to calm the waters. On a
windy day there will be over two-foot swells
to contend with heading into the marina. The
first day we used the boat launch there we
encountered quite rough water returning to
dock. I rode a wave in looking at the trough
and thinking it could easily swamp us. While
I tried to keep the bow straight, I could hear
my wife yelling “Woo Hoo”. She was en-
joying the adventure much more that I was.
After that we started using Gray’s Landing
on the other side of the Lake where the water
was much calmer.

When we first moved here the Paris Land-
ing Lodge was being demolished to make
way for a new facility. The locals were up in
arms because the 70 year-old lodge and
restaurant was a sentimental place in their
hearts. It took about five years to complete
the new one but it is a beautiful resort on the
lake with a restaurant which is out favorite
place to eat and just down the road from our
home.

A Minnesotan:

Epiphany

By RosaLin Alcoser

And once again it’s a new year. I could
talk about something along the lines of it
being New Year’s, however, I did that last
year. Instead let me tell you all about the
much more existing holiday that comes
right after the New Year which would be
Epiphany otherwise known as Kings Day
or the 12th day of Christmas.

As I’ve mentioned before my trans-
planted hispanic family from the south
celebrates Christmas from start to finish.
Meaning that starting on Christmas day
we celebrate the 12 days of Christmas
until January 6th when we celebrate the
Epiphany.

Epiphany is when the three kings, or
three wisemen, arrive to see baby Jesus

and present him with the gifts.

Growing up this meant that my family
spent those 12 days playing games and en-
joying a much needed break after the rush
of getting everything ready for Christmas
Eve services, and some years Christmas
Day services, in addition to all of the extra
things at the church leading up to Christ-
mas.

In my Belizean father’s traditions Christ-
mas is when the big Christmas dinner is
had and stockings appear, however, pres-
ents don’t appear until Epiphany when the
three kings bring them.

When my older sister and I were children
we would often get some presents on
Christmas Day and the rest on Epiphany.
Or in years where our parents worked a lot
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
nearly everything would be saved for
Epiphany.

For us this was also a day for spiced
cookies in the shape of a star, to represent
the star that guided the Three Kings to
Bethlehem. We didn’t make them every
year and often we would make a pan of
ginger bread instead. However, I remem-
ber these cookies being a type of crisp gin-
ger cookie.

Now that we’re adults and our family is
spread out we don’t celebrate in the same
way as when we were children. However,
we do still celebrate the 12 days of Christ-
mas and always make sure to do something
individually while wishing one another a
Happy Epiphany.

Do You Have An Ahnouncement?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Residential & Multi-Family Contractor

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

Free Inspections

952.222.4004

www.CapitalMN.com
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THEME: WINTER FUN

ACROSS

1. Mulligatawny and gazpacho, e.g.
6. Half of NFL

9. "Oscar" of sports

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
21.
23.
24,
25.
28.
30.
35.
37.
39.
40.
41.
43.
44,
46.
47.
48.
50.
52.
53.
55.
57.
60.
63.
64.
66.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.

Relating to sight
Sargasso
Dugout glider
Not fresh
First Hin HRH
Face-to-face exams
*Ice fishing shelter
*"Polar" activity
*Type of Christmas tree
Diagonal
Tax return professional, acr.
Kind of cola
Diaphragm spasm
Scepters' partners
Of two minds

Jean Baker
*Rabbit's winter one is white
Sheik's bevy?
Type of dam
Butcher's refuse
Etna's emission
Secret disclosure
Stellar
Chap or fella
Diabetic ketoacidosis, acr.
Aor O, to blood
Unit of electrical resistance
*Finger warmers
*Certain sleigh ride
Courtroom excuse
Gobbled up
Train runners
Land of taekwondo
"Caroline in the City" Thompson
Relating to Scandinavia
Not home
*Last winter mo.
Klondike river

DOWN

©CoNoOOR~WND =

10
11
12
15

20.
22.
24,
25.
26.
27.
29.
31.
32.
33.
34.
36.
38.
42.
45.
49.
51.
54.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
65.

67

Acronym in a bottle

Chooses
Colorado's neighbor
a.k.a. pilau

Like a longer route?
Grayish

ATM extra

Carpus, pl.

Bring home the bacon

. Unforeseen obstacle

. *Skier's aid

. Da or oui

. Jenny McCarthy to Melissa McCarthy

Engagement, archaic
-di-dah

Onslaught

*Warming drink

Faculty members, for short

Behind a stern

*Frosty's eyes

Type of hood

Apollo of "Rocky"

Inuit skin boat

*a.k.a. anorak

*Betelgeuse, e.g.

*Snow, in ltaly

Lord's estate

Lithuania's neighbor

NaOH

Like a rosebush

Church song

Meow, alt. sp.

___-in-the-dark

Milano moolah

Toe the line

Product of lacrimation

Michael Douglas' dad

"The Sun Rises"

*What clues #4 and #34 Down have in common

High affair

. Barack Obama, pre-pres.

SHIMSNV NXOANS

Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Many thanks and best wishes to all of our
valued customers and friends.
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www.heritagebankmn.com Fbic &

WEST CONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236 ¢ DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929 ¢ NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736





