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Announcements
• Three Rivers Community Action is

currently accepting new Meals On
Wheels clients in the communities of
Zumbrota, Mazeppa, Goodhue, Pine Is-
land, Kenyon andWanamingo. Receive a
hot meal delivered to your home by a vol-
unteer at lunch time up to 5 days per week.
To qualify you must be 60 or older, live
within city limits, have limited mobility
and/or are unable to prepare nutritious
meals. The suggested donation is $4.50 per
meal. For more information on how to sign
up for meals or to be a volunteer driver,
please contact Dana Bergner at 507-421-
6067 or dbergner@threeriverscap.org
• Wanamingo Veterans HonorGuard in-

vite you to become a member. Join us and
help us make the Wanamingo Veterans
Honor Guard an even bigger success.
WVHG meets the third Tuesday of each
month at the Wanamingo Community Cen-
ter. The VFW will meet from 7-7:30p.m.
The Honor Guard will meet from 7:30-
8:30p.m. For more information contact Eric
Dierks 507-321-1967, Gary Floan at 507-
732-7740, or Larry Van De Walker at 507-
421-4674.
• Hiawathaland Transit: Service hours

are 7:30am-4:30pmMonday through Friday.
Call dispatch at 866-623-7505 Monday
through Friday 6am-9pm and Saturday
7:00am-5:00pm. Visit threeriverscap.org for
more information.

The holidays are our favorite time of year 
 because it gives us the opportunity to express 
 our gratitude and let each of you know just 

 how very much we value your
 generous support. 

 We look forward to seeing you, soon!

Merry Christmas!

 Revland Alignment
 641 Main St., WANAMINGO  •  507-824-2710

 www.revlandalignment.com 507-824-5105  •  Cell 651-380-6080
 133 Main Street • PO Box 54, Wanamingo, MN 55983

 Email: agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Jim Sviggum,  Agent • Adam Dicke,  Agent
MEDICARE • AUTO • HOME • FARM • CROP

 BUSINESS • LIFE • HEALTH

May the beauty of the season bring warmth
 and light to your home.

 To Our Neighbors
 at Christmas

(continued on page 15)

By Cheri Roshon
It is truly the end of an era as Barney Ne-

seth steps away from his 10 years of owning
JB's Tavern. New owners Dan and Randi
Romo are excited to be taking the reins,
keeping some of the old favorites, and adding
their unique touch as they begin a new chap-
ter in a Wanamingo icon that began in 1909.
The Tavern, as it was first named, has
changed hands a few times, each time adding
upgrades to make it even more than it was
before, and this time will be the no different.
Dan and Randi have already added a pizza
menu, and about 18 appetizers to the menu,

End of an Era

(continued on page 10)

By Cheri Roshon
Today I had the pleasure of meeting with

our City Administrator Michael Boulton,
and our Public Works Director Brad
Kennedy to chat about the new Sand and
Salt shed located just east of the Public
Works Building on Highway 60. I asked
Michael to give me a run down on what's
happening this year.
The City of Wanamingo has been work-

ing on upgrading the process for snow and
ice removal as the budget has allowed.
Growth in the City, aging/too small equip-

ment, and residents demand for quicker snow removal have created a need for upgrades.
The upgrades include both equipment, material, and storage. In 2023 the City con-
structed a new salt sand shed, leased a larger skid loader, and purchased a new v-plow
attachment for the skid loader. These upgrades allow for increasing the efficiency and
effectiveness of the snow removal process.

Winter Sand and Salt Project

(continued on page 14)

By Cheri Roshon
Living in small town ruralAmerica is truly

a treat. It doesn't take long to meet your
neighbors, because everyone is curious, and
kind. At least that's the way I have found it
to be.

The Commercial Club
Needs YOU!

while keeping the good ol' burgers and fries
we all love. There is more to come, but my
lips are sealed until the January issue of the
Messenger, so be sure to "stay tuned" for
more changes!
About a month ago, Dan asked Barney if he

was going to have a "going away" party, and
Barney didn't think so.After a bit of coercion,
and some more thought, Barney decided to
throw a party to thank all his loyal customers
and friends for 10 years of support in the
venue he began with Justin Nesseth and
Angie Anderson. Justin moved to California

Minnesota Country
Music Salute
CD Raises Funds for
Military Families
2023 marks the final Minnesota country

music salute CD which was created to raise
funds for the Minnesota Military Family
Foundation and Minnesota wheels of honor.
Bob FM radio, with broadcast signals across
southern and central Minnesota started this
project 10 years ago, and this will be the final
CD in the series. You may go to the Bob FM
radio website and order a CD, or locally you
can pick it up at the Fireside Lounge and Sup-
per Club in Dennison Minnesota. 100% of
the proceeds are given to the Minnesota Mil-
itary Family Foundation and the Minnesota
Wheels of Honor, and Tribute To The Troops.
Ten years ago, Neil Freeman, General Man-
ager and long time on air voice of Bob FM
radio, came up with the idea of tying together
two groups that the regional station supported,
The homegrown musical artists of Minnesota
and the military member support organiza-
tions. (continued on page 3)
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LANDS LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH, ELCA

David Krinke, Pastor
 16640 Hwy. 60 Blvd.• www.landslutheran.com

 Wednesday 6:15 p.m.
 Sunday 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. at Everson Park

MINNEOLA LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH, ELCA
Pastor Hannah Bergstrom de Leon

 13628 Co. 50 Blvd., Goodhue • 824-2685
 Summer Worship 9:30a.m.

ASPELUND EMMANUEL 
 LUTHERAN

Rob Edwards, Pastor • 429 County 1 Blvd, Kenyon
 507-824-2307

 www.emmanuelaflc.org
 9:00a.m. Sunday School; 10:00a.m. Coffee Time

 10:30a.m. Worship Service

STORDAHL LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH, ELCA

Pastor Kathleen Lowery
 15049 Cty. 12 Blvd., Zumbrota • 732-5711

 Sundays 10:30 a.m. Worship

GOSPEL OF LIFE
 FAMILY CHURCH

Pastor Steven G. Roberts
 www.gospeloflifechurch.org

 2010 Jefferson Rd, Northfield - Sunday 10:30a.m.
 507-259-2644

 Wanamingo - Wednesday 7:00p.m.

 

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
 The Glory of Jesus

 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his 
 right and one on his left. —  Mark 15:27

 When we think of the glory of God, we 
 probably have something like Isaiah 6 in mind. 
 The prophet Isaiah had a vision of God in a 
 heavenly temple, “high and exalted, seated on a 
 throne.” Seraphim (fiery creatures with wings) 
 were flying about, singing, “The whole earth is 
 full of his glory.” And the temple trembled and 
 shook (Isaiah 6:1-4).
 That’s glory. Glory is big. Glory is high. Glory 

 is powerful. No doubt that’s what James and 
 John have in mind when they ask to sit on either 
 side of Jesus in his glory. They want the best 
 seats in the house. They want to be where the 
 action is. They want to be where power resides.
 They have no idea what they’re talking about. 

 Because Jesus is on a long mission that will 
 redefine glory. Glory will not ?describe an 
 untouchable God so high up as to be invisible, 
 except in a vision. No. Glory will now describe 
 God in human flesh, lifted a few feet off the 
 ground and nailed to a cross. Glory will now 
 ?describe the God available to be touched, to be 
 spat upon, to be mocked. This is what it means 
 for God to be human. And this is how glory is 
 redefined when God becomes a suffering 
 servant.
 “We have seen his glory,” John says (John 

 1:14).
 Jesus, we praise you for your glory. It’s a 

 glory that overturns our expectations. Thank 
 you for setting them right-side up. Amen.

NEW LIFE CHURCH
Colin Rueter, Pastor • 525 Beverly St., Wanamingo

 507-824-3019
 10am Worship Service

 6:30pm Wednesday Family Ministry Night
 www.nlcwanamingo.org

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
301 2nd Avenue, Wanamingo  •  824-2155

 December 10: 10:30a.m. Worship at WLC;
 9:00a.m. Sunday School at WLC

 December 13: Confirmation Class 5:00-6:30p.m. 7th & 8th at WLC
 December 17: 10:30a.m. Worship at WLC;
 WTLC Sunday School Program at WLC

 *No 9am service at TLC*; Community Meal
 December 20: Confirmation Class 5:00-6:30p.m. 7th & 8th

 December 24: 4:00p.m. Worship at WLC; 5:30p.m. Worship at TLC
 No Sunday School; No morning Worship

 December 27: No Confirmation Class
 December 31: 10:30a..m. Worship with Holy Communion at WLC

 *No Sunday School

WANAMINGO LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH, ELCA

130 West 3rd St., Wanamingo  •  824-2457
 www.TrinityWanamingo.org

 December 10: 10:30a.m. Worship; 9:00a.m. Sunday School at WLC
 December 13: Confirmation Class 5:00-6:30p.m. 7th & 8th

 December 17: 10:30a.m. Worship; WTLC Sunday School Program
 *No 9am service at TLC*; Community Meal

 December 20: Confirmation Class 5:00-6:30p.m. 7th & 8th
 December 24: 4:00p.m. Worship at WLC; 5:30p.m. Worship at TLC

 No Sunday School; No morning Worship
 December 27: No Confirmation Class

 December 31: 10:30a..m. Worship with Holy Communion
 *No Sunday School

HOLDEN/DALE CHURCH
Pastor Dustin Haider • 507-789-6677

 Email: holdendalesecretary@gmail.com
 Worship schedule found ad: www.holdenlutheranchurch.org

 Holden/Dale Facebook

Business & Subscription Office
 P.O. Box 125, Dennison, MN  55018

 E-MAIL
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 PHONE OR TEXT 507-649-3327

 FAX 507-645-9878

 www.wanamingomn.com
For advertising information call

 Terry at 507-951-7417 or
 email:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com
 Published monthly by Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.

 ©2023 Wanamingo Messenger.  All rights reserved.

Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Hope is a powerful topic. In C.S. Lewis' The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, there is a
scene where Mr. Tumnus, a fawn in Narnia,
is lamenting to Lucy Pevensie about the fact
that due to a terrible curse, Narnia endures an
everlasting winter but they never have Christ-
mas. In fact, there is no celebrating of any
kind. Every day is the same–cold, dark, and
desperate. “It is winter in Narnia,” said Mr.
Tumnus, “and has been for ever so long…. al-
ways winter, but never Christmas.” Later, all
the children hear sleigh bells. It is the driver of
a sleigh who is a giant of a man dressed all in
red and white. It is Father Christmas! He de-
clares, “I have broken through at last. [the
WhiteWitch] has kept me out for a long time,
but her magic is weakening. Aslan is on the
move! Amerry Christmas! Long live the true
King!" Hope is coming for Narnia!
The hope that I speak of, that Lewis shows

us as Aslan in the story, is a person! Hope is
Emmanuel, God with us! Hope is not wishful
thinking in positive change, but recognizing
that the God who created all things came to
this place of perpetual winter to shine His
light and give us perpetual, living hope
through His Son. We were cold, helpless, and
lifeless, so God came in the flesh, born of a
virgin, sinless throughout His whole life, giv-
ing His life as a ransom for many, and being
raised from the dead so that all who believe

in Him would not perish but have eternal life.
Our hope is living because Jesus lives today
and we celebrate this Christmas season with
a hope that does not disappoint.
I want to close by bringing us to a specific

passage that is not common to Christmas.
The Apostle Peter wrote a letter to a people
who are suffering for their faith in Jesus
Christ. He writes a common greeting in verse
1 & 2, reminding them that they were chosen
by God, according to the foreknowledge of
God the Father. 1 Peter 1:20 says that Christ
Himself was foreknown by the Father in the
same way. God didn't just know about us; He
knew us—personally—and He chose us,
even while we were still sinners (Romans
5:8). We are chosen through the sanctifying
work of the Holy Spirit to set us apart for
God, making us people God can call holy and
His children. We fulfill our purpose in God
choosing us as His children when we obey
Christ. Here is our text this Christmas from 1
Peter 1:3-9, “Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused us to be born
again to a living hope through the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an in-
heritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by
God's power are being guarded through faith
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time. In this you rejoice, though now for a lit-
tle while, if necessary, you have been grieved
by various trials, so that the tested genuine-
ness of your faith—more precious than gold
that perishes though it is tested by fire—may
be found to result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. Though you have not seen him, you

love him. Though you do not now see him,
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that
is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtain-
ing the outcome of your faith, the salvation of
your souls.” Peter reminds us that God is to
be praised because He has caused us to be
born anew to a living hope, real hope through
Jesus Christ, and that the temporal world now
cannot overcome that hope. Though trials
may come, they test our faith and refine it so
that it is revealed as genuine, real, and active
in our life. Though we do not see Jesus, we
know and love Him, therefore we obey and
faithfully walk with Him. Light momentary
affliction today prepares for us the glory
when we see Jesus’ face to face and our joy
is full.
Do you have the sense some days, like

those Pevensie children shivering and con-
fused in a cold land, that despair clouds your
hope?You are not alone. Many people cringe
at the mere thought of another pain or trial,
others rise to the occasion, most are some-
where in between. Friends, Christmas is a
season of hope, even though with everything
going on in our world today we are tempted
to despair. Peter’s encouragement is one of
perseverance in faith because God is with us.
It isn’t enough for us to simply get up every
morning and trudge through each day nor
paste a smile on our faces and ignore trou-
bles. C.S. Lewis brilliantly wrote The Chron-
icles allegory soon after the World War, a
time of despair for many and time of needed
reflection on true hope. It seems that a story
like this is needed again and again to awaken
our hearts to see the world as it is, always
winter, and yet give hope to our hearts that it

won’t stay this way – Christmas is coming,
Aslan is on the move, Hope is here. Come to
Jesus this Christmas and know Hope. May
He help us to reflect on the hope He brings
through the written word that we would
know Him better this Christmas season. So
onward! It is in the darkest times that our col-
lective light shines brightest for the world to
see and by grace praise our Father in heaven.
Merry Christmas and hold fast Christian. Be-
hold, the King is coming soon!
Friends, this season can bring a plethora of

emotions, including loneliness, sadness, and
anxiety, even with the hope that Jesus brings.
Therefore, if you have questions, need
prayer, a word of encouragement, or a cup of
coffee, please contact me via my personal
email: niloc1214@gmail.com

Christmas:
“Season of Hope”

By Colin Rueter
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Milo Peterson Ford Co.

SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.MILOPETERSONFORD.NET
 3020  457th Street Way, Kenyon • 507-789-6113 • SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p. m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.

Make Your Christmas with a Ford
2021 FORD

 F-350
 SUPER DUTY 

 SRW
 LARIAT

4WD, crew cab,
 6.75 box, 61,388 miles, 

 white, power stroke
 6.7 L V-8 turbo diesel

 #23133U

2022 FORD 
 ESCAPE 

 TITANIUM 
 AWD

 2021
 FORD 

 BRONCO 
 WILDTRACK

4WD, 24,602 miles, 
 rapid red metallic, 

 2.3L ecoboost
 #23170U

 AWD, 10,663 miles,
 red metallic,

 2.0L ecoboost 
 turbocharged

 #23160U

 Supercrew, 5.5 box, 
 39,515 miles, white 
 metallic, 5.0L V-8

 #23147U

 25,388 miles, star 
 white metallic, 
 ecoboost 2.0L 
 turbocharged

 #23189U

 4 door, advanced 4x4, 
 18,527 miles, cactus 
 gray, 2.7L ecoboost

 V-6
 #23121U

2021
 FORD 

 EXPLORER 
 XLT

 2022
 FORD F-150 

 LARIAT
 4WD

 2021
 FORD 
 EDGE
 SEL

Call our service department to schedule
 your maintenance needs.

 Open Monday thru Friday 7:30am to 5pm.

 Cold Weather Car Care
At Milo Peterson Ford Co., our highly qualified technicians 
 are here to provide exceptional service in a timely manner.  

 From oil changes to transmission replacements, we are 
 dedicated to maintaining top tier customer service, for both 

 new and pre-owned car buyers! Allow our staff to 
 demonstrate our commitment to excellence.

Holiday Special

 $63,999
Holiday Special

 $35,480
Holiday Special

 $30,999
Holiday Special

 $52,999

Holiday Special

 $30,840
Holiday Special

 $58,999

Lovey Nesseth
Lovey Nesseth was born on December 15,

1938, and passed
away peacefully at
St. Marys Hospital in
Rochester, MN sur-
rounded by her fam-
ily on Friday,
November, 10, 2023,
at the age of 84.
Lovey was born in
the Moland area of
Kenyon, MN, to

Harold and Cora (Shelstad) Bjugan.
She is survived by her husband of 66 years,

Darrell Nesseth; her three sons, Leo Nesseth
of Zumbrota, Micky (Betty) Nesseth of

Wanamingo, and Barney (Laura) Nesseth of
Zumbrota; her grandchildren, Jynnylee Nes-
seth, Jason Nesseth, and Alec Nesseth; and
many great-grandchildren. Other family that
called her grandma include Gwen Bilder-
back, Jesse Stock, Randi Priem, Cassie
Robinson, Josh Wetzstein, Jessica Wetzstein
and their families.
She was preceded in death by her parents,

Harold and Cora Bjugan; her sister, Marie
Schaefer; her brother, Harland Bjugan; her
granddaughter, Rachel Nesseth; and her
grandson, Anthony Schweich.
In her spare time, she enjoyed baking and

decorating cakes. She made many wedding
cakes, birthday, anniversary cakes, and I
would guess that pretty much everyone has

eaten a piece of one of her cakes at some
point in the last 50 years. She was a very kind
person, she was always doing things for oth-
ers, always putting them first and taking care
of other people. She was a very selfless
woman. She was also known as a fantastic
cook, everyone always wanted to come eat at
her house. If there were visitors, she would
always be trying to feed them something she
had made. Lovey was also a very hardwork-
ing woman, she milked cows for many years.
After the cows were sold, she worked at
Malt-O-Meal in Northfield, Maple Island in
Wanamingo, and lastly, she was a cook at the
Kenyon Sunset Home in Kenyon, MN. She

was always the first one to help with any-
thing.
A special thank you to Betty Nesseth and

Sandy Doehling for all the time they spent
with her these last few years during her
health battles.
Memorial service was at 11 a.m. on Mon-

day, November 20, 2023, at Holden Lutheran
Church. Visitation was from 4 until 8 p.m. on
Sunday, November 19, 2023, at the Mahn
Family Funeral Homes, Larson Chapel in
Zumbrota and for one hour prior to the serv-
ice at church on Monday. Burial was in the
church cemetery.

JESSE STEBERG
 Wanamingo

 507-824-2021
 www.zvlinc.com

 FULL SERVICE
 LANDSCAPING
 Residential & Commercial

Plus! Hydro Seeding
 Sodding - Finish Grading

 Retaining Walls

DECKER POWER & EQUIPMENT
 810  3rd Avenue, Wanamingo  •  507-824-2421

 Customers like you give us
 a reason to celebrate!

 With gratitude in our hearts, we wish you
 and yours a wonderful holiday season.

$1099 99

 HUSQVARNA® ST 224
 • 2 stage thrower
 • 24” width
 • Adjustable handle
 • Power steering

(continued from page 1)
By creating a compilation CD to sell across

Minnesota the project was a success. With the
help of many sponsors, artists and listeners
who went out to purchase these CD's over the
years, the station has donated over $235,000
so far to the Minnesota Military Family Foun-
dation Minnesota Wheels of Honor and Trib-
ute to the Troops. Freeman noted, “this will
be the last year we produce the CD, as people
consume music in many different ways now,
but we look forward to extending our support
in the future to these fine organizations in
other ways. Further information can be found
on the station website at www.mybobcoun-
try.com

CD Raises Funds for
Military Families
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Merry Christmas and 
 Happy New Year!

751 3rd Avenue, Wanamingo

 8:00am-10:00pm Monday-Saturday; 
 11:00am-6:00pm Sunday

 507-824-4030
 jakeshometownliquor@gmail.com

 Make Hometown Liquor Your One Stop for Holiday Celebrating
IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE!

Letter from the
Superintendent

Prioritizing Mental
Health

By Beth Giese MA, Ed.S
Kenyon-Wanamingo Public Schools

District Superintendent

In recent years, the spotlight on mental
health has grown increasingly brighter, and
for good reason. Kenyon-Wanamingo
schools and across the state of Minnesota, the
recognition of mental health's paramount im-
portance has become a cornerstone of educa-
tion.
Kenyon-Wanamingo, mirroring statewide

initiatives, has placed a heightened emphasis
on mental health within its curriculum. The

rationale behind this focus lies in recognizing
the pivotal role mental well-being plays in
shaping a student's academic success, social
interactions, and overall well-being. By ac-
knowledging the interconnectedness of men-
tal health and academic performance,
schools have realized the need for fostering
a supportive and nurturing environment that
prioritizes students' emotional welfare.
With all the things going on in the world,

mental health is more than just something
people talk about now. It's a big deal for how
schools teach and take care of students.
Kenyon-Wanamingo is working hard to
make sure students feel good mentally, not
just for school but for everything else in life.
The commitment to mental health in

schools isn't just a trend; it's a fundamental
shift. If parents have noticed any signs or
concerns about your child’s mental health,
such as changes in behavior, mood swings,
withdrawal from activities, or difficulty cop-
ing with everyday stressors, please know that
we are here to help. We have social workers
in all buildings, as well as guidance coun-
selors to help at the HS/MS. It's important
to address these issues promptly to ensure
your teen receives the necessary support.
An additional resource: The 988 Lifeline

is a service that provides free and confiden-
tial emotional support to people in suicidal
crisis or emotional distress 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.

BAKER TIRE SERVICE
 AUTO, FARM AND TRUCK TIRES

Wishing You Miles of 
 Happiness This 
 Holiday Season

11361 Hwy 60 Blvd., Wanamingo, MN 55983  •  824-2264

Wherever this holiday takes you,
 we wish you happiness along the way.
 We welcome the opportunity to be of service.
 Thank you, and Merry Christmas!

From All of Us At

Todd Greseth
 Goodhue County District 3 Commissioner

507-824-2121
 200 Main Street, Wanamingo

112 MAIN STREET, WANAMINGO
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DO YOU HAVE A 
 STORY IDEA?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

We wish you a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Held Bus Service
Proudly Transporting Our Area Children

621  2nd St., Kenyon  •  507-789-6151

K-W Noble Knights of the Week for November 10, 2023
Front Row: Rose Burginger, KG, Ms. MadiAndrist; Marshall Jensen, KG, Mrs. Tanya Short;
Caden Fortsch, KG, Mrs. Katie Valek; Wyatt Caron, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks; Liza Van-
DeWalker, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers. Back Row: Warner Hendrickson, Gr. 2, Mrs. Deb Hin-
richs; Jaxson Rueger, Gr. 2, Mrs. Megan Jordan; Sabin Varanelli, Gr. 3, Ms. ValAshland; Lily
Knott, Gr. 3, Ms. Sandy Sahl; Alaria Hunt, Gr. 4, Mrs. Chloe Gohman; Arely Cortez, Gr. 4,
Ms. Rhonda Thesing

K-W Noble Knights of the Week for December 1, 2023
Front Row: Layla Amundson, KG, Ms. Madi Andrist; Nora Callahan, KG, Mrs. Tanya Short;
Scott Hogy, KG, Mrs. Katie Valek; Brecken McCabe, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks; Haddie
Schwering, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers. Back Row: Hugh Ellingsberg, Gr. 2,Mrs. Deb Hinrichs;
Julian Ramirez, Gr. 2, Mrs. Megan Jordan; Alaska Rongve, Gr. 3, Ms. Val Ashland; Brinley
Murdick, Gr. 3, Ms. Sandy Sahl; Wyatt Intlekofer, Gr. 4, Mrs. Chloe Gohman; Ben Keller, Gr.
4, Ms. Rhonda Thesing

Congratulations!

K-W Noble Knights of the Week for November 21, 2023
Front Row: Kaylynne Westlund, KG, Mrs. Katie Valek; Peyton Luedtke, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie
Benbrooks; Camilla Ortega, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers; Jaxson Cline, Gr. 2, Mrs. Deb Hin-
richs; Back Row: Mira McNeal, Gr. 2, Mrs. Megan Jordan; Henry Skillestad, Gr. 3, Ms. Val
Ashland; Jack Priebe, Gr. 3, Ms. Sandy Sahl; Hannah Edwards, Gr. 4, Ms. Chloe Gohman;
Haddie Breyer, Gr. 4, Ms. Rhonda Thesing
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COMMUNITY GROWN 
 INSURANCE

Sviggum Agency
 133 Main Street

 Wanamingo
 Phone: 507-824-5105

 Email: agent@svigguminsurance.com

 www.vsgmi.com   

 Kalass Agency
 242 Main Street

 Zumbrota
 Phone: 507-732-7614

 Email: kalassagency@kalassagency.com

 We’ve Got Your Family’s Back
 Personalized insurance solutions to protect your family’s future

 and security, no matter what.

As we gear up for another Christmas, we’re happy and grateful
 to be celebrating it with the customers and friends who

 have made our year so special. We appreciate your trust in us,
 and we’re proud to serve this community.

 Best Wishes for a Very Merry Christmas
 and a Happy New Year!

Kenyon-Wanamingo
School District

Celebrates
Outstanding

Educators: Donkers,
Ashland, Boyum and
Bartholome Named
Teachers of the Year
The Kenyon-Wanamingo School District is

proud to announce the recognition of our ex-
ceptional educators, Tony Donkers, Val Ash-
land, Nicole Boyum andWhitney Bartholome
as Teachers of theYear. This prestigious honor
reflects their unwavering dedication to foster-
ing a love for learning, inspiring students, and
contributing significantly to the educational
community.
Tony Donkers, a first-grade teacher at

Kenyon-Wanamingo Elementary, has demon-
strated exemplary commitment to his stu-
dents’ academic and personal growth. His
innovative teaching methods and genuine pas-
sion for education create an engaging and sup-
portive classroom environment. Mr. Donkers
goes above and beyond to ensure that each
student feels valued and understood, fostering
a love for learning that extends beyond the
classroom.
Val Ashland, an esteemed third grade edu-

cator at Kenyon-Wanamingo Elementary, has
been a pillar of inspiration for both students
and colleagues alike. Ms.Ashland's dynamic
teaching style and compassionate approach
to education make her a beloved figure in the
school community. Her dedication to creat-
ing a positive learning environment has had
a profound impact on students, instilling a
sense of confidence and curiosity that ex-
tends far beyond the classroom.
Nicole Boyum, 5/6 math teacher at

Kenyon-WanamingoMiddle School, has cre-
ated a classroom environment for students
that is safe, comfortable, and an excellent
place for students to learn. Her calming pres-
ence and excellent classroom management
skills lead to a high level of student engage-
ment. She works hard to differentiate her cur-
riculum to meet the needs of all students. She
incorporates a good balance of tried-and-true
instructional methods along with using the
latest technology resources.
Whitney Bartholome, K-W High School

Counselor, is an excellent resource and sup-
port for students and staff in so many differ-
ent ways. Some of her work includes
building student schedules, helping new stu-
dents transition, teaching HS Prep class, col-
lege and career planning, helping students
with college applications and scholarships,
and supporting students with academic
needs. She is always an easy person to talk
with who is willing to listen and help all stu-
dents and staff!
The Teacher of the Year award is a testa-

ment to the exceptional contributions to

Kenyon-Wanamingo School District. Super-
intendent Beth Giese states, “ the commit-
ment to educational excellence and the
well-being of their students is truly com-
mendable. We are so honored to have these
fine educators on our team”. Colleagues and

administration were impressed by their inno-
vative teaching methods, dedication to pro-
fessional development, and the positive
impact they had on the lives of those they
teach.

Tony Donkers Val Ashland Nicole Boyum Whitney Bartholome

502 Huseth St., Kenyon

 507-789-6321

Thanks so much for your 
 business at the holidays

 and all year.
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Goodhue County
4-H Dairy

Judging Team
places 1st in

Nation
(continued from page 1)

They also took first place honors at World
Dairy Expo on October 1st, 2023 - edging out
Missouri 4-H by nine points. Goodhue
County 4-H member Natalie Clemenson tal-
lied three top-five breed finishes en route to
winning the placings portion of the contest.
Clemenson also became the high individual
of the contest with an average of 47.7 on the
day’s 10 classes and five sets of reasons. Min-
nesota was the high team in placings as well.
In addition to Clemenson, Evelyn Scheffler
won Jerseys and finishing fourth in Holsteins
to be the third individual in placings. She fin-
ished in third overall. The team was com-
pleted by Calvin Benrud and Caryn Miklas
and coached by Tony Scheffler, Maizie Schef-
fler, and Emily Mollenhauer.
As a result of winning the National 4-H

Dairy Judging Contest, the team has been in-
vited to participate in two international judg-
ing competitions during the summer of 2024:
the Royal Highland Show in Scotland and the
Clonmel Agricultural Show in Ireland.
The Goodhue County 4-H Dairy Judging

Team is part of the county dairy project,
which consists of about 40 members. Good-
hue County has one of the largest and most
successful 4-H dairy judging programs in the
state. Our teams are coached by volunteer
dairy project leaders from Goodhue County.
Older team members also serve as mentors
to younger youth.
Dairy judging involves evaluating and

ranking classes of dairy animals on trait char-
acteristics. Each class consists of four ani-
mals of the same age and breed. Youth are
given 15 minutes to judge each class and to
take notes to give an impromptu speech, or
reasons, to defend their placing. They are
given 20 minutes to prepare their reasons

L-R: Coach Maizie Scheffler, Coach Tony Scheffler, Evelyn Scheffler, Calvin Benrud, Natalie Clemenson, Caryn Miklas, Coach
Emily Mollenhauer

which must be memorized.
4-H youth practice dairy judging 1-2 times

per week in the summer months. Contests are
held at county fairs and the state fair which
enable youth to further develop their judging
skills. Youth are ranked on individual score
and their scores are also combined with those
of their teammates (4 on a team).
Dairy judging programs are an excellent

way for youth involved in 4-H to develop
valuable life skills such as critical thinking,
organization, decision making, time manage-
ment, and public speaking. Participating in
dairy judging helps youth to build self-confi-
dence, work as a team, and learn from as well
as teach others.

HOPE CREAMERY 
 BUTTER AVAILABLE 

 AT PARKSIDE!

 

Local has become an important part of 
 consumer’s food choices.  People like to 

 know where their food is coming from and 
 how is it produced.  Hope Creamery fits 
 that profile very well.  Our butter is made 

 using an age old process.
 Vat pasteurization, and small batch 

 quantities are churned fresh every week.

 The Hope Creamery
 makes butter the old 

 fashioned way and you
 can tell the difference. 

ATM AVAILABLE
 Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm; Sat.-Sun. 7am-7pm

 SUMMER HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm
 Sat.-Sun. 7am-8pm

 230 Main St, Nerstrand
 507-332-8626

 parksidenerstrand@gmail.com

 Park side General Store
 ~ Gas & Groceries ~

 “The Little Store with More!”
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“Stay home and dork around…”
Well, you can’t do that living in a four-bed-

room, split-level home on one-half acre in a
typical Farmington neighborhood. Adven-
tures require new locations and new experi-
ences -- and Monica and Claudia have
adventure flowing through their veins.
Monica was an experienced home buyer,

having already bought and sold several sub-
urban homes. Shopping for and buying rural
real estate was different, and a farm -- where
she could stay home and dork around -- was
yet more challenging. First, Monica had to
figure out the what, where, when, and why of
the real estate purchase.
What:
Four bedrooms? (Renting out a room or two

certainly helps pay the mortgage … Monica
had done that before.)
Split-entry / walk out. (Monica had added

kitchens to two other homes, essentially con-
verting them into duplexes. A separate en-
trance would be nice.)
Not a "nice" or "perfect" home. (Beige car-

peting, like in the Eagan townhouse, would
be a disaster on a farm.) Dogs, grandchildren,
muddy boots … a pretty home was not im-
portant.

20 acres (probably out of her price range)
with pasture land, rolling hills, and some
trees.All wishful thinking. But wishing isn’t
all that bad.
45 minutes from Apple Valley and east of

35W. (Eliminates driving into the sun on the
morning and evening commute, and it
wouldn’t be too far for friends and family to
visit.)
Some kind of outbuilding.
When:
No immediate rush. (Monica had already

sold her home and had been sleeping on an
air mattress in her dad's Apple Valley town-
house for several months.)
Why:
Monica had never tried farming before. It

sounded like fun!! She would have plenty of
reasons to stay home and dork around!
Wish list in hand, Monica and her good

friend Norm started looking at rural homes
and small farms. Each and every time Mon-
ica found a good candidate and put in an
offer, the place had already been sold. Ar-
rghh!
Finally, Monica found a lovely rural home

in Wastedo: it needed some work and a
garage, but it had been on the market for
some time and it met many of the criteria on
the wish list. An offer was made and ac-
cepted. Jubilation!!
Unfortunately, the jubilation did not last

long. First, the owner refused to schedule the
required home inspection. Then, she can-
celed all appointments -- usually at the last
minute. The owner wouldn't answer phone
calls from Monica or any realtors. Monica
tried stopping by the house, but no one would

answer the door. This was crazy!!! (Re-
member the When? Time was quickly run-
ning out as school would begin in three
months and Monica did not want to start the
new school year sleeping on the air mattress).
Besides, an agreement had been signed.
What was the problem?
Monica would not give up (stubborn Ger-

man heritage) and left several notes. These
were answered with a Temporary Restrain-
ing Order for harassment. Monica did some
research and discovered that the owner was
most likely in default and – trying to stall the
bank's attempt at foreclosure – had put the
house up for sale and accepted an offer, never
intending to honor that agreement.

Now Monica was angry. She had lost
months of opportunity time and still had no
home, nor any current prospects. (Don't
make a German angry.) First, Monica called
the bank's loan department and reported the
attempted fraud. Then, she filed a claim for
Breach of Contract in Small Claims Court.
The judge noted that his court was not the
place for this type of case, but still sided with
Monica and awarded her the earnest money
plus an extra thousand dollars.
But house hunting was becoming less and

less fun.
Then she found a 20-acre property in

Wanamingo township that had just dropped
its price. But that's a story for next time.

Down on the Farm/
Up at the Cabin

Adventures in Real Estate:
How Not to Buy a Farm

By Claudia Vanderborght

Teddy Bear
Puppies
for Sale
Family raised

Havanese, wormed,
vaccinated, 1 yr.
health guarantee

507-951-7417
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End of an
Era

(continued from page 1)

in 2017, andAngie opened another restaurant
with Barney this past June, so when Dan and
Randi approached him with a desire to own
the bar/restaurant, a deal was signed, sealed
and delivered, and as of December 1st, it is
beginning anew!
Dan wanted to thank Barney for everything

he does for Wanamingo, and the surrounding
communities. I want to touch on a few of the
myriad of things Barney has been involved in
over the years. A man of vision, he dabbled
in retail with a Dollar Store and a grocery
store. He was County Commissioner for
awhile. He started Hometown Liquor, which
he sold about a year ago, and it's now Jake's

Liquor.
Barney served free meals to the fire depart-

ment, and had appreciation meals served on
various occasions. He is heavily involved in
the Kenyon/Wanamingo School system for
fundraisers and various activities. He is also a
big promoter for fund raising activities for the
community. He was an active member of the
Commercial Club, and loved doing the plan-
ning for the 4th of July activities.
His wife Laura told Dan that Barney loved

to put on bean bag tournaments, and that he
had as much fun as the people who came out
to play! She said he always wanted to use
local businesses for whatever he was doing,
fromWanamingo, Zumbrota, Pine Island and
Kenyon. He is always thinking up something
new, and loves to dream big and turn his ideas
into reality. He liked hiring locals to work in
his businesses, and gave so many people the
opportunity to work in their hometown. (Even
my uncle Bobby bartended at JB's on his 80th
birthday!)
Some of the words used by his friends to de-

scribe Barney are Fearless, Generous, Fun,
Hardworking, and in the words of the late
Bobby Carlson, "Nesseth Good!" Thanks,
Barney, for all you have done, and all you
will do for the people in this area. We wish

you all the luck in the next journey in your
life, and know we will still see you around.
and most likely be amazed at what you will
come up with next!

113 Forest Street, Kenyon, MN 55946  •  507-789-4611
 dandsbannersignandprint.com

Stop in to see our great Christmas gift ideas!

With gratitude in our hearts,
 glory to God and Merry Christmas to all!

OPEN
 9-Noon

 FOR CHRISTMAS 
 IN KENYON
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507-412-9813 •  advantagehearingcenter.com
 ZUMBROTA:  1605 Main St, Suite 200  •    CANNON FALLS : 100 South 4th St.

 FARIBAULT:  1575 NW 20th St

Call today for your FREE, No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

FREE
 Hearing

 Exam

 FREE
 Consultation

 FREE
 2 Week

 Trial

 HUGE
 Selection
 (In-Ear & 
 Behind 

 Ear)

 BLUETOOTH
 Models 

 available
 (Phone & 

 TV)

Jayne Bongers Owner/MN Certified

DON’T LET HEARING PROBLEMS
 SLOW YOU DOWN!

Community

Our advertisers
 appreciate your business!
 Tel l them you saw their ad  in the Wanamingo Messenger

 THANK
 YOU

All the Buzz
 ~ Full Service Hair Salon ~

 Jamie Sommer Owner/Stylist
 224 Main St., Wanamingo

 Mon. by Appointment; Tues.-Fri. 9am-5pm; Sat. 9am-Noon

 507-824-2381

 Thanks for shaping our year with so many 
 delightful memories and friendships!

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

 Trimmed With
 A Wish

Where Good Coffee and
 Good Friends Meet!

 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:00am-7:30pm & Sat. 
 7:00am-2:00pm

 125 Main Street, Wanamingo
 507-824-2969

 JOY TO
 THE WORLD

 From our family to yours, we wish you a
 very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.

 “For unto you is born this day in the city of 
 David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”

 Luke 2:11

The new salt sand shed replaced a concrete
block, dirt floor, and a wood framed roof. The
dirt floor allowed salt-sand to be exposed to
ground elements and washing into street. The
short roof height did not allow for adequate
clearance to load and unload salt/sand. This
made loading even more difficult while al-
ready dealing with the elements. The old
structure had limited capacity, which lead to
frequent requests for refills.
Area Cities are migrating away from spread-

ing only salt-sand mixture. Most area cities
also spread direct salt. Wanamingo wants to
have a salt option to spread on the road for
melting ice. The salt/sand option works better
for traction. The City ordered 75 tons of salt
through Cargill as part the MNDOT coopera-
tive purchasing for the 2023-2024 winter. The
City also receives salt/sand mixture from
Goodhue County on an as needed basis in re-
turn for snow removal on County Road 63
around the school. The salt and salt/sand mix-
tures needed to be stored on the concrete.
The City Council was presented the concept

plan at the June 2023 meeting while the final
plans were approved at the July 2023 meet-

ing. The new salt sand shed was constructed
late summer. B & N Construction installed a
24’x 30’heavy floating slab type foundation,
10” thick 6’ high walls on three sides, and a
4’x 25’ apron between the structure and curb.
Jason Bauer Construction and the City main-
tenance staff constructed the 6’ sidewalls and
engineered rafters, and steel siding and roof.
The total cost to construct the building was
$30,231.32. The salt/sand shed construction
costs are being paid out of the Storm Water
Fund.
The new street salt-sand and sand shed will

be a savings on maintenance staff time with
unloading and loading. The new shed will
allow for additional storage and rely less on
deliveries on demand during winter. The salt
mixture should be more efficient with keep-
ing intersections melted than the salt/sand
combination, reducing ice buildups. Utilizing
less salt/sand will be better for the environ-
ment by not having so much salt/sand go
down the storm drains. It will keep more sand
off the streets in the spring requiring less
street sweeping and cleaning out of storm
lines.
The City has ordered a new Ford 550 chas-

sis truck with stainless steel box with hoist,
5/8” pull plate hauling system, hydraulics &
controls, light bars and strobes, toolbox, front
snow plow, and snow plow wing. The Ford
550 chassis has a State bid price of
$61,230.40 while the accessories have a State
bid price of $82,447. The total cost of the
snow plow will be $143,677.40. The snow
plow will be paid for with levy dollars in
2024 that are no longer dedicated toward
bond payments that were fully repaid in

Winter
Sand and

Salt Project
(continued from page 1)

2023. The new plow truck is expected to be
delivered and ready before 2024-2025 winter
season.
The City hopes that the equipment up-

grades, use of alternative material, and in-
creased material storage allows the
maintenance staff to be more efficient and ef-
fective with snow removal in the future.
I asked Michael, "As the City Administra-

tor, one of your jobs is the budget. Was this
project waiting for the levy dollars to be paid
up before adding another project, or was it a
lucky coincidence? Either way, there will be
no fees added to the taxpayers, right?"
Michael replied "The City of Wanamingo is
working on capital planning years in ad-
vance. This is not always easy because pri-
orities change from year to year. However,
the City knows when bond payments are
completed or can add to the next year's capi-
tal budget. The City can either take what

would have been the yearly bond payments
and/or additional capital budget for current
capital needs, save multiple years for capital
purchases, or take on new debt for the next
capital purchase or improvement."
I then talked to Brad Kennedy about the rea-

sons he saw a need for this project. "It will be
a much faster and safer way to keep the
streets clean. The size of the old building was
inadequate for the equipment we use, and we
needed a concrete floor and partial walls as
an upgrade for storing sand and salt. There
will be less ground contamination, and less
product waste. The new equipment will re-
sult in faster snow removal , and safer roads
for our residents."
Well, there you have it! An idea brought up

by Public Works, and approved by your City
Council to make your winter driving safer.
Thanks for the good job!
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The
Commercial
Club Needs

YOU!
(continued from page 1)

Admittedly, I am a curious person, so I enjoy
meeting anyone who happens across my path,
and my job is writing about and promoting the
people and business in the towns I write for.

Today I went to visit Beth Smith at
Wanamingo Mutual Insurance. Beth is an in-
tegral part of the Commercial Club here in
Wanamingo, and was brimming with infor-
mation about the Club.
Basically, the Club was formed to promote

local businesses, conjure up fun events for
the locals to enjoy, and promote things like
city wide garage sales, parades, and such.
The 4 events they put on each year are
Christmas in Wanamingo, Syttende Mai,
Halloween, and 4th of July. The CC gets to-
gether once a month for a lunch meeting at
JB's Tavern to determine what is needed for
putting on each event. The public is always
welcome to attend, and to come up with new
ideas to make these events fun for everyone.
They welcome your input, and you don't
even have to join the club to have your ideas

heard. The more ideas, the better it will be! If
you do decide to join in the fun, yearly dues
are $75.00, and goes to help promote and pay
for what goes into each event. Many mem-
bers pay their dues and leave it at that, while
others are on the board of directors, and are
the worker bees to bring the fun to you! Ei-
ther way is a win, because if you have a busi-
ness you would like to promote, this is the
place to do so.
The board members who put all these

events together for your enjoyment are Beth
Smith, Tina Leininger, Todd Greseth and
Michael Boulton. The Security State Bank
sends a delegate to the lunch meeting, and
Dan Romo has recently joined as well. Other
local businesses donate money and pay the
annual fees to help sponsor the events and
participate during the events as well. As I
said earlier, the meeting is open to anyone
who cares to come. You can ask questions,
learn about the upcoming events, add your
ideas, or volunteer to help with all that goes
into making the magic happen! If you are a
business in Wanamingo or the surrounding
towns, you can promote yourself by having a
float in the 4th of July parade! There is no
cost to be in the parade, and it is a great form
of advertising.
The Commercial Club works with the Fire

Department and the Lions Club for certain
events. The Commercial club pays for things
like meeting Santa Claus, food vendors,
bouncy houses, games and donates money to-
wards the fireworks. They pay for the bands
that play for certain events, and the free hot
dogs and chips at the Halloween event. Every
year, a different business is the Host for the

free food and mans the tables to keep those
hot dogs coming! This year it was Security
State Bank, last year Reckitt, and the year be-
fore, 24 Hour Fitness. So, are you beginning
to see the golden opportunities that come with
getting involved with your community
events?
This year's Christmas inWanamingo will be

held on Thursday, December 7th. Local busi-
nesses will be handing out treats at the Indus-
trial Park from 4 to 5 pm, and at their
businesses from 5 to 7 pm. There will be
drawings for local gift certificates that you
can spend at any participating business. First
prize is $100.00, 2nd prize is $50.00, and 3rd
prize is $25.00. You will pick up a card to
have stamped by each business you visit and
give a donation of cash or a non-perishable
food item to get the initial card. When you
have collected 10 stamps (or more), you will
go to the bank and deposit your entry in the
drawing box before 7 pm. The drawing for the
lucky winners will be on Friday the 8th. And
don't forget to visit with Santa at the Midwest
Machinery (AKA - SEMA) building at 11555
Highway 60 Boulevard!
If you would like more information about

the Commercial Club and what they do, want
to join up as a member, decide to attend a
lunch meeting, or just feel like volunteering
for the many jobs that need to be done, please
reach out to Beth at 507-824-2912, or chat
with one of the other members. This is a great
way to meet other business owners, promote
your business, or just have some fun socializ-
ing with your community members. Happy
Holidays to all from the Messenger staff!!!

3020  457th Street Way, Kenyon • 507-789-6113
 SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p.m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.

Milo Peterson Ford Co.
 COME SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.MILOPETERSONFORD.NET

 Merry Christmas  &
 Happy New Year!
 Our sincerest thanks to all of the 
 people we have been privileged

 to serve this year.

Giving a Voice
to Rural

Entrepreneurs

Tim Penny
So. MN Initiative Foundation

As a fifth generation southern Min-
nesotan, I like to say that I “bleed rural.”
Not only have I lived here my entire life,
but I have had the great fortune of serving
rural Minnesota throughout my career –
first during my time in the U.S. Congress,
and now as president and CEO of Southern
Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF).
Living in rural Minnesota comes with

many benefits that have tied me to this
place for so long. Even in the relatively
larger cities of our region, like Owatonna
where I live, there is a neighborly feel – I
like that I can stop by the grocery store or

the local brewery and run into people I know.
We’re surrounded by natural beauty – from
bluffs to lakes – and the cost of living is
much lower than in larger cities.
In fact, a 2020 report from the Center for

Rural Policy and Development found that
wages in rural Minnesota can go further in
meeting the cost of living compared to the
seven-county metro area.
Despite the many benefits of living here,

there are challenges, too, and it can feel like
the “rural voice” is diminished or misunder-
stood. The Rural Voice, a statewide series
supported by SMIF, three other Minnesota
Initiative Foundations, Compeer Financial
and Otto Bremer Trust, was created to act as
a town hall style forum for community mem-
bers to discuss and be heard about topics that
are top of mind to those living in Greater
Minnesota: workforce, health care, mental
health, social isolation and business devel-
opment. Hosted by Kari Miller from Min-
nesota Public Radio, the most recent Rural
Voice event was held at Schell’s Brewery in
New Ulm about what it takes to build a busi-
ness in rural Minnesota.
One of the things that we heard in this

meeting is that rural entrepreneurs need men-
tors, financial resources, education and net-
works to support growth. Fortunately, SMIF,
in addition to our partners at the Small Busi-
ness Administration, SCORE and the Small
Business Development Centers, Region Nine
Development Commission and local cham-
bers of commerce (to name a few) are well-
positioned to help entrepreneurs in all of

those areas, either through our own program-
ming or as a connector to our partners. At
SMIF, we offer lending and equity opportu-
nities, technical assistance and peer networks,
supporting nearly 1,000 entrepreneurs annu-
ally.
Another thing that stood out to me during

this session was the number of young people
who either decided to stay in rural Minnesota
or moved here. For some, work from home
opportunities have allowed them to live
where they want to live instead of where their
work is located. For others, like Tristan Blue,
owner of Big Hitter Games in Lafayette, rural
living has drawn them to the region to start
businesses. Tristan shared that his desire to
be closer to his family brought him from
Minneapolis and Milwaukee to the Mankato
area in 2014.
When the pandemic began, he began reeval-

uating his career (he had been working in the
service and construction industries while also
performing as a musician). Tristan used the
time as an opportunity to explore his child-
hood dream of creating video games which
eventually turned into a business. Due to the
online accessibility of partnerships for indie
game developers, Tristan found rural Min-
nesota an easy place to locate his business.
When he and his wife had their first child in
2021, they were ready to buy a home and
were motivated to move to Lafayette due to
the affordability, proximity to his wife’s job
in St. Peter, the geography and history of the
area, and the small town experience for rais-
ing a family. This is one example of many en-

trepreneurs moving to the region that I have
heard in recent years.
I was also struck by the number of newer

businesses that draw tourists to rural Min-
nesota – breweries, distilleries, wineries.
Those types of businesses, combined with
the natural beauty of our region, and our
charming downtowns, can culminate in an
economic boost for small towns. Accord-
ing to Explore Minnesota Tourism’s
Leisure and Hospitality Industry report, our
20-county southern Minnesota region gen-
erated $2.7 billion in gross sales and $93
million in state sales tax in 2021, support-
ing 28,000 private sector jobs.At SMIF, we
have seen the success of tourism businesses
through many of our loan clients – from
Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm in Waseca to
Black Frost Distilling in New Ulm. I’m
convinced that the more people who visit
here, the more people who will want to
move here.
Whether you move here to start a busi-

ness, or are an entrepreneur already living
in southern Minnesota, SMIF is here to
play a supporting role. Entrepreneurs are
going to keep our corner of the state vibrant
– they will create the jobs of the future. Per-
sonally, there is no place I would rather be
than in rural Minnesota.
You can listen to a recording of the Rural

Voice event at mprnews.org.
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Steel, Farm Machinery, Car Bodies, Aluminum, 
 Copper, Batteries, Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm • June-October Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408   I   www.ldrecycling.com

lot with the cooking at Christmas time. Fam-
ily would come over for the Christmas meal
of turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, sweet po-
tatoes and cranberry salad. One specialty was
her dad’s favorite treat from old Emgland.
He would steam plum pudding with raisins
and currants for four hours and then make a
sweet sauce that was poured hot over the
pudding. The memories of the meals with the
family was more important than the gifts.
For fun they would ski behind the pickup

on country roads. The kids took turns with
the one pair of skis and had to remember to
throw the rope over the mailboxes as they
passed by. After the lakes froze they would
ski behind the pickup on the flat surface as
there were no hills to be found where they
grew up.
When Mary went to nursing college in

Chicago her parents mailed her a Christmas
dinner in dry ice one year. She cooked it and
shared it with her nurse friends who were all
far away from their homes over the holidays.
Jean is 94 years old and grew up on a farm

with her twin sister and one brother. The
family endured lean years but her parents al-
ways made it a special day for the kids and
managed to have some toys for gifts along
with clothes and games. She recalls a baby
doll for a gift one year.
The family would go to church on Christ-

mas eve and then on Christmas morning
would wake to open gifts. The Christmas
meal included ham, pork roast, potatoes,
chocolate milk and pies. Activities were al-
ways playing games as a family. They in-
cluded Yahtzee and card games like Old
Maid. One of her favorite treats was the
chocolate cake her mom would bake.
Arletta is 89 years old and grew up living

in town with her five brothers and sisters.
She remembers going to church on Christ-
mas eve and the next day all her uncles, aunts
and cousins went to grandmother’s house for
a big meal. There would be 30 to 40 all
packed in the house together. Her grand-
mother cooked on a wood stove and served
turkey, dressing, cranberry bread and apple
pie. There would also be homemade ice
cream in the afternoon.
Presents were pajamas and books for the

girls and toy car, trucks and farm machinery
for the boys. Her favorite was a handmade
doll with a china face.
After the noon meal the adults would sit

around the table and play 500 while the kids
headed outside to slide down the nearest hill
on sleds and toboggans.
Bev is 94 years old and was an only child

growing up in town during the Great De-
pression era. Christmas was a big event at
her parent’s house and her mother baked all
sorts of wonderful holiday foods. She got to
open her gifts Christmas eve and her favorite
gifts as a child were dolls and a doll buggy.
She especially remembers school and

church Christmas programs where each child
would memorize a piece to be recited in front
of the parents.

Christmas day they would get in the car and
drive to a relative’s farm for a big meal and
afterwards she played outside with her
cousins.

Larry is 87 years old and grew up in a fam-
ily of six kids, four boys and two girls. They
lived in Rochester and his dad worked at the
Mayo Clinic. He recalls how his dad rode his
bike to work at the clinic every day and they
didn’t own a car until the family purchased a
new 1955 Plymouth.
When Larry was young the family would

celebrate Christmas by opening gifts on
Christmas eve. One of the gifts he received as
a young man was a wrist watch, which he
considered about the greatest thing on earth.
Another gift he recalls from his youth was a
pair of cowboy boots.
His birthday also fell in December, an event

that kind of got lost in the excitement of the
holiday.
On Christmas day there was always dinner

with the family consisting of turkey and
dressing. His grandparents were from Ireland.
After Larry got older, he played the dollar
drop game with the kids, where they tried to
catch a crisp new dollar bill before it hit the
floor. A few years ago he asked if they were
too old to play the game, but they wanted to
keep up the tradition so he procures some new
money from the bank for the occasion.
Larry lived at Ryan’s Bay in Lake Zumbro

for over fifty years and used to drive the ski
boat and pickup boat as well as serve as the
announcer for the water ski performances on
the lake.
Mary is 95 years old and grew up on a farm

in western Minnesota. She remembers the
Christmas programs at the country school and
churches when she was young were more
about Jesus’ birthday than Santa Claus. They
consisted of Christmas songs and recitations
the kids memorized. She can recall playing an
angel in one of the pageants. There was a
man dressed as Santa who gave each kid a
bag of candy at the school program.
As the oldest of seven kids, Mary helped a

Christmas
Memories

from the Past
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J S WELDING LLC

 In Shop Repair
 Farm Machinery, Dairy Equipment, Fencing & More

 - Insured -
 Call anytime 507-581-1798

 Joshua Sandberg
 47763 Hwy. 57 Blvd., Wanamingo

Free Inspections
 952.222.4004

 www.CapitalMN.com

 Residential & Multi-Family Contractor
 Roofing    Siding    Gutters    Windows

Little Free Pantry
Installed in
Wanamingo

“Give what you can, take
what you need”

The Trinity and Wanamingo Lutheran
Church Education Board is a recipient of a
grant from the newly establishedWanamingo
Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund. Using
the funds, they built and installed
Wanamingo’s first “Little Free Pantry”. This
pantry, located outside of Trinity Lutheran
Church on 2nd Ave in Wanamingo, will be
stocked with non perishable food and per-
sonal care items. The Wanamingo Firefight-
ers Relief Association has also dedicated
funds to ensure the pantry is stocked with use-
able items. With this resource, our congrega-
tions hope to provide immediate help to
people in our community. Please join us and
“Give what you can, take what you need”

Photo by Jess Stahman 11/12/23
Front Row Left to Right: Nova Richardson, Lukas Mort, Otis McBroom, Virgil McBroom, Abby Stahman, Lyric Meyer, Mattie
Engen, Henry Stoppel
Row 2: Will Amundson, Thomas Thoreson, Liza VanDeWalker, SamWood, Oliver Stoppel, Korbin Lodermier
Row 3: Paisley Ryan, Amelia Baker, Luke Stahman, Mason Stoppel, Brooklyn Mort, Sadie Engen.

E-mail your engagement,
marriage or

birth announcement to
the Wanamingo

Messenger
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Do You Have a 
 Story Idea?

 Email:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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217 Main Street, Suite B
 507.824.2217

 Open Monday through Thursday 8:00am-5:00pm (closed from Noon to 1:00pm)
 olmstedmedicalcenter.org

Dannielle M. Zielkie APRN, CNP Peter R. Brehmer APRN, DNP

KNOTT MACHINE 
 AND REPAIR  LLC

19 Main St,
 Wanamingo, MN

 (507) 421-2891
 knottmachine@gmail.com

Community

GOODHUE COUNTY LOCAL HVAC 
 EXPERTS SINCE 1991

 • Residential &
 Commercial Heating
 & Cooling Experts

 • Furnace, Boiler,
 Air Conditioner, Heat Pumps, 
 Ductless Mini-Splits

 • Affordable, Professional Repairs, 
 and Replacements

 • Professional Air Duct Cleaning
 & Sanitization

 • Repair & Replace
 Water Heaters

 Trusted throughout Goodhue County 
 for Over 30 Years!

 Call Matt Lindell Today!
 507-263-3419

 www.lindellheating.com

As we move into the winter months, there is
a steady increase in colds and flu reported
throughout the country. This yearly cycle of
illness has become almost routine to the point
that many expect to get sick and just believe
it is an unavoidable fact of human existence.
However, another amazing fact about human
existence is the complex immune system ex-
isting in each one of us. Your immune sys-
tem is the built-in defense process that works
to keep you alive. Without this immune sys-
tem, you would not be alive today. This sys-
tem is constantly guarding against germs and
invaders that want to take advantage of you.
We need to become more aware of how this
immune system works and how to support
the important work it does.
White blood cells are the “troops” on the

front line of your immune system. There are

many types of white blood cells, just like
there are different branches of the military.
Each type of white blood cell does a specific
job to protect your body. Just like our mili-
tary men and women, these white blood cells
need food to be able to keep doing their job
well. When specific nutrients get limited,
then the white blood cells will not be able to
complete the job well. To keep your front
line “troops” in top condition for the winter
season, you need to make sure these cells are
getting the nutrients they need.
Some of the key nutrients include:
VITAMIN C – one of the least expensive

vitamins on the market and an essential nu-
trient to help the white blood cells eliminate
bacteria and germs. Early in the COVID
pandemic Vitamin C in high doses was iden-
tified as a helpful nutrient to reduce symp-
toms. Intravenous Vitamin C was used in
hospitals to help reverse the downward
health spiral of many patients. Best food
sources of Vitamin C include: Bell peppers,
broccoli, kiwi, whole oranges, and strawber-
ries. Vitamin C chewable tables with
bioflavonoids will be a higher quality choice
for supplement. I do not recommend orange
juice because the high sugar content of the
juice will make the white blood cells slug-
gish.
VITAMIN D – is a fat-soluble vitamin es-

sential for balanced cell activity. This vita-
min is able to enter the nucleus of the cell to

A Strong
Immune System

turn on and off important processes. We
learned from the pandemic that those indi-
viduals who had 30 ng/ml or higher of Vita-
min D in their blood did not need to go into
the Intensive Care of the hospital for COVID
treatment. Sources of Vitamin D include:
Cod Liver Oil, Goose liver, salmon, sardines,
and whole eggs. The whole food choices
listed are preferred to any fortified food
source. More resources on Vitamin D are
available at www.grassrootshealth.net.
ZINC – is an essential mineral for an strong

immune system. Current descriptions of
virus infections suggest that a virus takes
over a cell and forces it to replicate more
virus particles. The COVID virus is de-
scribed to produce excess spike proteins
which begin to cause damage in the body.
Zinc helps to stop this replication process be-
fore it gets out of control. Zinc is also essen-
tial for constructing the proteins that will
fight against bacteria. Best food sources for
zinc include: Beef, lamb, lentils, pepitas, and
cashews. A zinc tablet of 15 mg / day is an-
other way to supplement if you do not eat
these food sources regularly.
While sugar is known as an energy source,

it does not help the immune cells to get more
work done. A1973 study observed that when
white blood cells were exposed to glucose
sugar they slowed down and remained slug-
gish for up to 5 hours. The same study ob-
served the cells were most actively attacking

bacteria when there had been no sugar around
for 24-36 hours. As you move into the holi-
day season, be attentive to how frequently
treats are consumed and pay attention to your
body signals. A glass of water will help your
immune system more than another candy.
You only get one body in this lifetime.

Make sure you take good care of it and do not
wear it out sooner than necessary.
I can help you make healthy changes for

2024 with a personal food plan to generate
health and improved quality of life. Contact
me today to discuss your health goals for the
new year.
Dr. Noel Aldrich, P.O. Box 167, North-

field, MN 55057
or send an email to: nutritionpropor-

tion@gmail.com
If you would prefer to meet for a personal

consultation, you can contact me at nutri-
tionproportion@gmail.com, or check out my
website at www.nutritionproportion.net

By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS
Licensed Nutritionist

1 cup white sugar
 1/2 cup white syrup
 1/8 tsp salt - mix and cook 4 minutes in high
 Add 1 cup raw peanuts - cook 4 minutes on high
 Then add 1 tsp butter
 1/2 tsp vanilla
 1 tsp soda
 Put in buttered 9” x 13” cake pan

Peanut Brittle

3/4 cup creamy peanut butter
 (1) 12 ounce bag semi-sweet chocolate chips
 1 cup whole dry roasted peanuts

 Melt peanut butter and chips, stir in nuts. Chill and refrigerate.

Peanut Clusters

For advertising information call Terry at 507-951-7417
 or email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 Be a Part of It!
 From local 

 businesses and 
 services, dining, 
 entertainment, 

 events, activities, 
 school news, city 
 news, and more.

 The Messenger delivers 
 information and inspiration you 
 need to live               better!

www.wanamingomn.com
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Unlocking Harmony:
Embracing the

3rd Universal Law
in Everyday Living

By Susan Hinrichsen
CHC, CLC, MC

susiecoaches@gmail.com

In a world filled with chaos and constant
motion, the search for balance and harmony
becomes a universal pursuit. Many turn to an-
cient wisdom and spiritual principles for guid-
ance, and one such guiding light is the 3rd
Universal Law. Rooted in the belief that en-
ergy flows where attention goes, this law of-
fers a profound path to finding equilibrium in
our lives.
Understanding the 3rd Universal Law
The 3rd Universal Law, often expressed as

While implementing the 3rd Universal Law
into your life may seem straightforward,
many individuals find value in the guidance
of a life coach. These professionals specialize
in helping individuals navigate the journey of
self-discovery and personal transformation.
A life coach can provide personalized strate-
gies, accountability, and support as you work
to redirect your energy and cultivate a more
harmonious existence.
Life coaching sessions often involve dis-

cussions about your goals, challenges, and
the specific areas of your life where you want
to apply the principles of the 3rd Universal
Law. Through this collaborative process, you
gain insights, develop actionable plans, and
receive encouragement to stay on course.
In essence, a life coach serves as a trusted

ally on your path to unlocking the full poten-

tial of the 3rd Universal Law, guiding you to-
ward a life that reflects your deepest desires
and aspirations. Whether you're seeking clar-
ity in your career, improvements in relation-
ships, or enhanced overall well-being, a life
coach can provide valuable support on your
journey to intentional living.
The Call to Action
As we navigate the complexities of modern

existence, the 3rd Universal Law stands as a
beacon of hope—a reminder that we possess
the power to shape our reality through the
focus of our attention. By integrating this law
into our daily lives, with the additional sup-
port of a life coach, we embark on a journey
of self-discovery and transformation, un-
locking the doors to a more harmonious and
fulfilling existence.

"Energy Flows Where Attention Goes," is a
fundamental principle that underscores the
interconnectedness of our thoughts and ex-
periences. It suggests that the focus of our at-
tention shapes the energy around us and, in
turn, influences the outcomes we manifest in
our lives.
Implementing the Practice
1. Mindful Awareness:
Start by becoming aware of your thoughts

and emotions. The practice of mindfulness
allows you to observe your mental landscape
without judgment. Take note of where your
attention naturally gravitates.
2. Positive Affirmations:
Consciously direct your attention toward

positive affirmations. By repeating uplifting
statements, you channel your energy into
constructive pathways, fostering a more pos-
itive and harmonious environment.
3. Visualization Techniques:
Visualization is a powerful tool in imple-

menting the 3rd Universal Law. Envision
your goals and desires with clarity. Picture
the life you wish to lead, and as you do,
you're actively directing energy toward the
realization of those dreams.
4. Gratitude Practice:
Shift your focus towards gratitude. Ac-

knowledge and appreciate the positive as-
pects of your life. Gratitude not only redirects
your attention but also attracts more of what
you're thankful for.
The Role of Life Coaching

ORDER TODAY! CALL 507-789-5700
Roses, Mixed Arrangements, 
 Flower Bunches and More!

 We are more than just
 a flower store!

 Gifts •  Cards & More  for All Occasions

524 Second St, Kenyon
 507-789-5700

 marysrusticrose@outlook.com

 marysrusticrose.com
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completes the thirty-six manhole castings
reset project of 2023.
Continuing to remove trees along the south

side of 440th Street. The City staff have re-
moved the smaller trees. Schumacher Exca-
vating will be removing larger trees within
the ditch right-of-way.
River Road Repair is still working on City

dump truck. The truck has been down since
a small engine fire occurred August 22nd.
Additional parts have been ordered. Brian
Gudknecht hopes to get the dump truck run-
ning in the very near future. Until up and
running the City does not have a way to
salt/sand the streets. Once it is running the
sorted portion of the compost pile needs to
be hauled out and spread.
Automatic Systems has installed a fan in

the control box at the water tower. This is a
work around to overheating in the control
box on a number of new towers with similar
control boxes.
Leaf vacuum has been out getting leaves

sucked off the streets on multiple occasions.
Cory Krause – Goodhue County Deputy

Sheriff reported on:
Attending the Wanamingo City Council

meeting to see if there are any concerns that
need to be addressed around town
If there are concerns you can reach out to

Patrol Major Mychal Johnson or Community
Liasson Officer Jenny Hofschulte
Boulton stated that the City will be sending

over additional community events so that
there is sheriff presence at the events.
Holmes thanked deputy Krause for attending
the meeting and appreciates the continued
outreach to Wanamingo.
NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION:
23-068 = Re-Establishing the Polling

Precinct and Precinct Location for the City
of Wanamingo: Dierks moved to approve,
Seconded by Flotterud. Passed 4-0-0.
23-069 =Approving the Renewal ofAgree-

ment with Goodhue County for Building In-
spection andAuthorizing the Mayor and City
Administrator to sign the Agreement: Hau-
gen moved to approve, Seconded by Flot-
terud. Passed 4-0-0.
23-070 = Approving Proposed Updates to

the Wanamingo Personnel Policy: Dierks
moved to approve, Seconded by Flotterud.
Boulton stated that the proposed changes in-
clude adding Juneteenth to the observed hol-
iday list along with increasing the health
insurance dependent premium City share
from $350/month to $450/month. Passed 4-
0-0.
23-071 = Approving the Combination of

Tax Parcels: Flotterud moved to approve,
Seconded by Haugen. Boulton stated the
Riverview Services had requested to join par-
cel number 70.145.0012 (Lot 1, Block 1) and
70.145.0011 (Lot 1, Block 1) in the Cenex II
Addition. Boulton stated that staff had no
easements or public improvements concerns.
Passed 4-0-0.
23-072 = Certifying Curb Stop Repair and

Restoration Costs to Goodhue County Audi-
tor-Treasurer for Collection with Real Estate
Taxes in 2024: Item removed from Agenda
for consideration because of payment prior
to City Council meeting.
Administrator Boulton provided a memo on

KWSchool District utility bill concerns. The

Kenyon-Wanamingo School District No.
2172 has voiced concerns regarding the
water and sewer debt service along with
storm sewer portions of the monthly utility
bill (Account #2008.00). The monthly water
debt service/base rate bill is $625.00 while
the monthly sewer debt service/base rate bill
is $550.00 and the storm sewer monthly fee
is $87.50. These three charges are twenty-
five times the rate of a regular monthly
charge. Monthly charges are $25 for water
debt service/base rate, $22 for sewer debt
service/ base rate, and $3.50 for storm sewer
for 2023. The 2024 rates are recommended
to be $26 for water and $28 for sewer with
storm sewer unchanged.
The monthly rate formula has been in place

since the City installed water meters in 2002.
The monthly billing has been in place for
over twenty years. It has been assumed that
there was a valid reasoning for the higher
monthly rates when they were initiated. City
staff had conversations with school staff and
building construction consultants in
2018/2019 when the school addition was
constructed regarding the high water usage
and significant monthly bills. No changes
were discussed.
City staff researched possible reasons why

the three-monthly charges were set twenty-
five times the rate of a regular monthly
charge. Staff combed through hard copy and
electronic records without success. There
were hypotheses of the higher rate being set
to cover the large water meters. This was put
to rest when records were found that the
school district paid for the meters. Another
hypothesis that the higher rate had been
placed on similar to how apartments are
charged for base rates. However, these are
individual living units being billed and there
were no other units being billed similarly.
Current City staff reached out to previous
City staff and previous Council members to
see if anyone remembered why the Kenyon-
Wanamingo School District billing was set
up the way it was. No one knew why or re-
membered the reasoning for the higher rate
of billing.
City staff have researched what are com-

munities charge for debt service/base rate
charges for schools and other large users.
Most of the communities charge a single debt
service/base rate charge while the others do
not have a debt service/base rate charge.
School staff wished to see the monthly rates
better in line with the City charges to other
customers. School staff do not wish to go
back to past billing to make corrective ad-
justments. Kenyon-Wanamingo School Dis-
trict has two water meters, one for high flow
and one for low flow readings. City staff rec-
ommend billing based off the two meters
with a two-times debt service/ base rate
($50/month water and $$44/month – 2023
rates) for both water and sewer and one debt
service charge. The City has considered and
may consider in the future higher charges for
water/sewer/storm sewer for larger users.
Holmes tried to talk to as many past Coun-

cil members and City staff as he could and
could not find the reason for the higher base
rates. Flotterud stated that the higher billing
was odd and that this predates any elected to
appointed officials for the City. Holmes was
curious why no one has said anything about

the billing for over twenty years. Kennedy
stated that it could have been set up as a
higher rate before water meters due to the
large number of users and not changed when
meters were installed. Holmes stated that if
the base rates and storm water rates were re-
duced it could save the school money mov-
ing forward. Giese stated that she was
thankful for all the effort put in by Holmes
and the staff to look into the billing history
and reasoning. Giese stated that her focus
was to lower the rate moving forward.
Giese’s last district had seven buildings with
a lower collective utility bill than the
Wanamingo location. Giese stated that the
Wanamingo location utilizes significantly
more water than the Kenyon location. Giese
stated that the Kenyon location should utilize
more water than theWanamingo location be-
cause of additional students and sports activ-
ities. Giese stated that the KWSchool Board
has requested to look into the past two years’
worth of bills for either a credit or limiting
rate increases moving forward. Giese stated
that she wishes to continue the great rela-
tionship with City of Wanamingo and appre-
ciates the City paying for the water at the
baseball fields. Kennedy stated the KW
Schools have a high flow/low flow meter,
which is two meters in one. Kennedy stated
the KWSchools have been consistently a top
five water user in Wanamingo. Kennedy
stated that the school has a continuous usage
of four gallons per minute with 1,442 gallons
per day usage. Kennedy stated that KW
School staff could sign up to monitor water
usage by going to helpeyeonwater.com. KW
School can enter in their account number and
get set up to monitor usage. Giese stated that
the high utility bill and usage had been
brought to her attention because the district
had recently completed a free energy effi-
ciency audit of both sites. Additional correc-
tive changes at the school should result in
utility savings for the district moving for-
ward. Giese appreciatesAdministrator Boul-
ton’s willingness to attend the KW Schools
Board Meeting on November 20th. Boulton
asked that any questions be sent over in writ-
ing ahead of the meeting so that information
can be gathered an brought to the meeting.
Giese stated that she would ask the board
members for any additional questions.
Mayor Holmes said that there was a valid

reason to charge the higher rates in the past.
Holmes stated that the City staff could not
find documented records of the valid reason-
ing. Holmes stated that the City is willing to
change the billing moving forward with the
November 2023 billing as recommended by
staff. Holmes stated that this change does not
mean that there was an incorrect billing in the
past twenty-two years. Holmes stated that
any past billing valid reasons will be discon-
tinued moving forward. Holmes recom-
mended that no past adjustments would be
considered due to twenty-two-year consistent
billing by the City and payments by ISD
2172. Boulton stated that the City Attorney
stated that the school district would have a
very weak legal case to recover funds from
past billings due to the lengthy billing/pay-
ment schedule. Boulton stated that the City
and School District have to work together

CITYOFWANAMINGO
City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, November 13, 2023 7:00 P.M.
Wanamingo City Council Chambers –

401 Main Street
Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Holmes.
PRESENT: Council: Ryan Holmes, Eric

Dierks, Jeremiah Flotterud, and Rebecca
Haugen
City Administrator: Michael Boulton
Deputy Clerk: Karen Masters
ABSENT: Council: Stuart Ohr
ALSO PRESENT: Brad Kennedy, Beth

Haas – Zumbrota News Record, Goodhue
County Deputy Cory Krause, and Beth Giese
– Kenyon-Wanamingo School Superintend-
ent.
ADOPT AGENDA: Dierks motioned to

adopt the agenda while removing Resolution
23-072 from agenda, seconded by Flotterud.
Passed 4-0-0.
CONSENT AGENDA: Haugen motioned,

seconded by Flotterud. Boulton stated that
along with the North Zumbro Sanitary Joint
Powers minutes the House Capital Invest-
ments Committee stopped in Zumbrota for a
presentation on October 25th for the con-
struction dollars request of the project. Boul-
ton stated that the presentation went well, the
legislators were interactive in the presenta-
tion, and the legislators we supportive of the
project request. Boulton stated that the Sen-
ate Capital Investments Committee is sched-
uled to stop in Zumbrota November 30th for
a project capital request presentation. Passed
4-0-0.
PRESENTERS:
Brad Kennedy reported on:
Hauled and land applied fifty loads of

biosolids from the WWTP. The south di-
gester was completely clean out. Two full
dumpsters of rags were removed from the
bottom of the south digester.
Made makeshift repairs to one of the steel

walls in the south digester that had separated
from the outside concrete wall.
TheWWTP operations process running bet-

ter than the last three months after tanks
cleaned out and stocked with a couple of
loads of activated sludge with new bugs.
Durst Outdoors completed the roughly

2,650 square feet of asphalt patching on pre-
vious three water leak repairs.
Graded out boulevard and seeded locations

where water leak repairs were completed.
Graded out and seeded Nelson Drive storm
water retention pond area.
Swimming pool fence base plate repairs

completed.
Riverside Park winterized – water turned

off/drained, volleyball nets taken down, and
screen shelter doors screwed shut.
Trimmed landscaping and removed leaves

at City Hall/Community Center and at River-
side Park
Compost pile sorted into two piles; one for

additional composting and the other to be
land applied. The piled will be moved, a
spreader will be rented, and compost spread
once the repairs are completed to the City
dump truck.
Manhole casting in Prairie Ridge was reset

by Floorcoat Midwest. Floorcoat Midwest
came back to Wanamingo to reset this man-
hole after the asphalt was replaced. This

(continued on page 21)
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moving forward. Boulton stated that the pro-
posed change in billing would negate any past
reasoning for the higher rate of billing. Boul-
ton stated that there was consensus not to re-
fund/credit/keeping rate increases lower for
KWSchools. Flotterud moved to approve the
recommended billing changes for the KW
Schools of two base rates for water and sewer
and one base rate for storm sewer starting with
the end of November billing, seconded by
Haugen. Passed 4-0-0.
Administrator Boulton provided a memo on

4M Fund investment update. The City of
Wanamingo is sitting on access funds for fu-
ture bond payments, future projects, and re-
serves. The market for the City legally
investing the funds has been flat (0.1% - 2%)
for many years. Over the past few months, the
investment interest rates have jumped signif-
icantly. The City invested $1 million in 13-
month CD’s in April 2023 for 4.5% interest.
The City should keep any additional invest-
ments liquid. Money market rates are 5.32%.
The Wanamingo City Council approved re-

activating the 4M Fund starting June 2023.
The City 4M Account was fully activated at
the end of September 2023. The intention was
to invest funds in a 4M money market ac-
count. The City will be investing a $400,000
in the 4M Fund liquid money market fund for
5.32% interest. The City will be able to ac-
cess the funds within two days. The interest
earned will be accounted for under the general
fund. These investments should leave plenty
of funds for cash flow in checking account.
The checking account, CD’s, the current CD,
and two money market funds diversify the
City investments. Flotterud stated that the
new investment was a no brainer and the in-
terest would be free money for the City in the
future. Holmes stated that the money market
interest rate of 5.32% was great.
OLD BUSINESS:
2024 Proposed Property Tax Effects Table –

The proposed 2024 Wanamingo tax rate is
71.959%. This is based off tax capacity of
$1,495,661 less TIF of $8,715 = $1,486,946
(fully taxable tax capacity). The City prelim-
inary levy was $1,070,000. You take the pre-
liminary levy and divide by the fully taxable
tax capacity to get the 2024 proposed tax rate.
2024 Proposed Tax Rate - Property Tax Ef-

fect – The 2024 proposed tax rate is 71.959
while the 2023 tax rate is 75.256. This
means that on $100,000 estimate market
value would see a $23.66 decrease in 2024
taxes compared to 2023. This means that on
$200,000 estimate market value would see a
$41.63 decrease. This means that on
$300,000 estimate market value would see a
$59.60 decrease. This means that on
$400,000 estimate market value would see a
$77.57 decrease. However, most residentials
properties saw 5-10% increase in valuation.
So, the tax rate change decrease of 3.297%.
With 5%-10% increase in valuations would
lead to increase of 1.7030% to 6.703% in
City portion of the property tax increase for
2024, depending on valuation increases from
the previous year.
Boulton provided an update regarding pos-

sible Dollar General development. Boulton
stated that an assessment search had recently
occurred and that Dollar General was appar-
ently moving ahead with the purchase of
14.8 acres along MN TH 60. The plan with
Dollar General’s realtor was for Dollar Gen-
eral to utilize a portion of land for their build-
ing, parking lot, and outlot while additional
land would go for public right-of-way with
the rest being given the Wanamingo
EDA/City for development.
Boulton informed the City Council that he,

Mayor Holmes, City Consulting Engineer
Brandon Theobald, and PublicWorks Direc-
tor Brad Kennedy had a meeting with Dollar
General developers and engineers from First
Links LLC and Kimley-Horn. The devel-
oper sent over a proposed site plan that in-
cluded a private access to MN TH 60.
Theobald then drew up an AutoCAD sketch
of the site plan to include a public access
with Hill Avenue extended and a shared
stormwater detention pond for the entire de-
velopment for the discussion. Theobald
stated that Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation (MNDOT) approves access to State
Highways. Theobald stated that MNDOT
looks to the City for requests of access along
State Highways. Theobald stated that it
would be problematic to request a private ac-
cess within the City. A shared access for a
City street would be both an easier ask to
MNDOT and a betterment for the land to be
given to the EDA/City. Boulton stated that
the City preferred an access for a public
street (Hill Avenue) and not a private access.
Theobald was not sure if MNDOTwould re-
quire turning lanes. The developer had con-

cerns with additional costs for constructing a
street and potential turning lanes. Theobald
stated that extending Hill Avenue was esti-
mated around $300,000-$400,000 while turn-
ing lanes (depending on requirements) could
be $300,000-$500,000. There was discussion
of a shared storm water detention area rather
each lot having its own. Theobald stated that
there could be some time involved with wet-
land delineation on the east side of the prop-
erty.
Flotterud asked what the cost would be to

the City. Boulton and Holmes had spoken
with the developer regarding cost sharing for
the MNDOT turning lanes while having Dol-
lar General pay of the share of the road along
its proposed parcel while the City pay for the
remaining costs from the end of Dollar Gen-
eral’s parcel into Hill Avenue/Beverly Street
intersection. This would only be the case if
the EDA/City would be acquiring the surplus
land for future development. Boulton stated
that this would put the costs close to half for
the City and half for Dollar General. Haugen
asked what the size of the Dollar General pro-
posed building. Holmes stated that market
size, larger Dollar General had been dis-
cussed that has additional food products.
Flotterud asked if the EDAhad been involved
with the discussion. Boulton stated that they
have been involved with the concept plans
and that they will be brought in the next
month or two when additional details come
together. Flotterud stated that he liked the
concept of getting a Dollar General and the
EDA/City obtaining additional lots for de-
velopment. Holmes stated that he was in
favor of the proposal and said that Hill Av-
enue should be constructed. Dierks stated
that he was okay moving forward and that
Wanamingo needed a Dollar General. Boul-
ton stated the Dollar General plans to be open
by October 2024.
*Next City Council meeting on 12/11/2023
Adjourn: At 7:53 PM a motion to adjourn

was made by Dierks and seconded by Hau-
gen. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed: Ryan Holmes, Mayor

Attest: Michael Boulton, City Administrator

City of Wanamingo
Regular EDAMeeting
Monday August 14, 2023
6:00 P.M.
Wanamingo City Council Chambers
401 Main Street
Wanamingo MN

PRESENT: Becky Haugen, Ryan Holmes,
Jim Kittelson, Laurie Musselman, and Brian
Gudknecht
ABSENT: Annette Fritz and Josh Schaefer
ALSO PRESENT: Michael Boulton, Karen

Masters, Melissa Meyers – Zumbrota News-
Record, & Josh McGovern – Kenyon Leader.
Brian Gudknecht called the meeting to order

at 6:00 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance followed.
ADOPT AGENDA: Kittelson motioned,

seconded by Holmes to adopt. Approved 5-0-
0.
CONSENT AGENDA: Musselman mo-

tioned, seconded by Kittelson to approve.Ap-
proved 5-0-0.
PRESENTERS: None
NEW BUSINESS:
Resolution 23-07 - Adopting a Proposed

Budget for theWanamingo EDAAccounts for
the Fiscal Year of 2024. Kittelson moved to
approve, seconded by Musselman. Adminis-
trator Boulton provided an update of 2024
proposed changes to the income and expenses
for account numbers 251, 206, 331, and 604.
Discussion took place on the budgetary needs
of the EDA. Adetailed preliminary 2024 City
of Wanamingo budget memo, that included
the EDA accounts, was presented by Admin-
istrator Boulton. Passed 5-0-0.
OLD BUSINESS:
Administrator Boulton informed the EDA

that Mead Johnson & Company (Reckitt) has
still not signed the Medical Center updated
lease that the EDA approved in April. Boul-
ton stated that he has been in contact with
Mead Johnson & Company staff to get this
completed. Boulton stated that he and Mead
Johnson & Company staff had made minor
changes to the start and end dates of the lease
and that it should be signed and filed within
the next week.
Musselman asked if there were any updates

with Dollar General. Boulton stated that at
the end of June he provided updated site pho-
tos to the realtor, Jabe Companies. The site
information is in Dollar General expansion
committee review process. Administrator
Boulton has not heard back if a decision has
been made.
There being no further business Kittelson

made a motion seconded by Holmes to ad-
journ the EDA meeting at 6:10 p.m. Ap-
proved 5-0-0.
Brian Gudknecht, President
Michael Boulton, Director

CITYOFWANAMINGO
City Council Regular Meeting
Monday, November 13, 2023 7:00 P.M.
(continued from page 20)

Conrad Osthum Post 141
 Veterans of Foreign Wars

 601  2nd Street, Kenyon, MN • 507-789-5691

PULL TABSAVAILABALE!Lic.#G-00019-004

KENYON VFW POST 141
DAILY SPECIALS

HAPPY HOUR: Monday-Saturday from 4-7 PM

 NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

BURGER 
 TUESDAY
 5:30-7:30pm

 WEDNESDAY 
 WINGS

 6:00-8:00pm

 FRIDAY NIGHT
 MEAT RAFFLE

 6:00-8:00pm
 Tap Specials

Over
100 Chocolate

Delicacies
Handmade In

Our Store!

GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT GIVING IDEAS

Chocolates, Fudges, Caramels, 
 Truffles, Toffees & Creams
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By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:

Christmas
Games

Christmas is a magical time of the year
and in Minnesota one of the few times that
no one is really upset by the snow. Includ-
ing my transplanted hispanic family from
the south.
We absolutely love Christmas and for our

traditions Christmas starts on December
24 with Christmas Eve and goes until Jan-
uary 6th on Three Kings Day. For us this
whole time frame is Christmas.
My family will often play games at

Christmas ranging from board games to
more intricate puzzles. For most families
a puzzle would have a beautiful Christmas
scenery or a fun character on it. However,
for my family it’s a list of clues and riddles
that someone has to figure out in order to
find their present.
In full disclosure I am usually one of the

family members given the puzzle and to
this day have yet to solve one. The game
normally ends when they give up on me
solving the puzzle or I find the item by
searching for it alone.
When I make a game for one of them

though it goes a little bit differently and is
usually just a game for myself. Christmas
2019 was one of the years that I did this.
At the time my father had decided that he
could only hang his coats on a brown
hanger and everyone had to use a white or
blue hanger. Only he could use the brown
ones.
So being the good daughter that I am, I

systemically took all of the brown hangers
out of the coat closet. Every time he left the
house, if I was home I would grab the
hanger, replace it with a new one, and hide
the brown one under his bed.
He knew that it was me and could not

find where I had been hiding the hangers.
It drove him absolutely nuts for the about
week and a half that I did this.
Until one evening right in the middle of

Christmas I moved the hangers. The next
morning he comes to breakfast to find all
of his brown hangers dangling above the
table from the chandelier.
This was probably one of the best games

I’ve ever played during Christmas and was
also the reason my mother started having
me go into work earlier.

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
My Childhood

Christmas

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

The first Christmas I can remember as a
child was 1964. I was seven years old. I had
the same interests as any second- grade boy.
The toy machinery was the best. When my
dad went to the implement dealer for parts I
would stand at the toy display and wish.As a
typical farm boy I was mesmerized by trac-
tors. We had toy trucks, tractors and all sorts
of farm implements and attachments to play
with. Couldn’t wait to grow up and actually
drive them for real.
There is one reason that 1964 stands out in

my memory though. Lots of fun things hap-
pened before that, but November 3rd, 1964
changed me forever. I always thought my dad
was invincible. I remember him carrying
huge bags of feed on his shoulder around the
farm. He was strong and a farmer. Sort of Su-
perman. It was election day 1964. My dad
farmed and worked construction. Not just
any construction, but with bulldozers. Cater-
pillar tractor D-8 dozers. They moved dirt,
buried boulder, made roads and dams,
pushed over trees and anything else that they
wanted. Not only that but my dad flew a hel-
icopter as well. From West Concord to the
western part of Minnesota and from job site
to job site every day.
But November 3rd was election day and my

dad was going to fly back home and take my
mom to the Milton Town Hall where they
would vote that evening. It was foggy that
evening and my dad decided to land at the

Owatonna Airport and get a ride home in-
stead. The altimeter on a helicopter tells you
the altitude above sea level. It doesn’t tell
you about tall trees though. And there was a
very tall tree between him and the Owatonna
Airport.
I remember my mom sitting us four kids

down on the sofa and telling us that our dad
had been in a bad accident. She was driving
to the Owatonna hospital. My grandma was
there to watch us. KDHL radio reported on
the accident. They got my dad’s name right,
but all the neighbors heard that he had been
killed in the crash. He survived but was in a
body cast for over a month and got out of the
hospital in December. My mom had to drive
him and he got around on crutches.
Before Christmas my parents decided the

family was going to spend the holidays
down south. We opened our Christmas pres-
ents a week early and headed south. This
was before Disney World. There was just
sandy beaches and alligators in Florida. But
away we went. It was the first time I had
been out of Minnesota. We learned how to
ride for 1,500 miles with four kids in the
back seat of a Chevrolet Impala. My mom
would make sandwiches and we ate elbow
to elbow with our brothers and sisters. No
McDonalds back in those days for us.
I had never seen a Christmas without snow.

I didn’t think they would decorate for Christ-
mas in Florida. I just figured it was alliga-
tors and flamingos and sunny beaches. But
there was Santa Claus, reindeer and fake
snow. We made fun of them, we knew what
snow was and were glad to be away from it.
It was worth it. I was with my family and

we were on an adventure together, and I was
glad we were all there. I didn’t think too
deeply about the turn of events until much
later. My dad nearly lost everything he had
in life and decided to take the next chance to
do things together. He had a wife and four
kids and he wanted to enjoy doing things to-
gether. It became an annual event. We
bugged out of Minnesota and headed to
Florida every Christmas after that one. And
we gladly traded our snow and cold Christ-
mases for a couple weeks in Florida. My dad
made it another twenty Christmases to enjoy
with the family. And for me, memories with
your family are much better than gifts. Have
a Merry Christmas.

Potpourri Mill Log Cabin
Lori and Darwin Amy

2290 County 49 Blvd., Dennison, MN
Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net

or call 507-649-1009

Holly Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: November 25, December 2, 9
 Sundays: November 26, December 3, 10

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Take a drive in the country and shop in our
 log cabin filled with crafts and antiques!

 Holly Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: November 25, December 2, 9
 Sundays: November 26, December 3, 10

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Serves 24-30
 2 cups sugar
 1/2 cup water
 5 tablespoons White Karo Syrup
 8 large marshmallows
 1 teaspoon vanilla
 1 quart walnuts
 Food coloring

 Mix sugar, water and syrup, cook to little more than soft ball stage, 240 
 degrees. 

 Add marshmallows, stir in until melted. Add vanilla and food coloring and 
 nuts. Stir until it begins to sugar. Pour out onto wax paper lined tray and 
 separate with fork. Allow to cool.

Sugared Nuts
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!

News, Photos, Events...
Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: THE 1980s
ACROS
1. *"Heaven's on Fire" band
5. *Setting of "Cheers" TV show
8. Derive
13. "I'm ____ you!"
14. Gas station brand
15. Affirmatives
16. Image in Orthodox Church
17. *Robert Wagner or Stephanie Powers, on TV
18. *Vote for H.W. Bush, e.g.
19. *Weird Al's last name
21. Forum, pl.
22. Dog-____ book
23. Clingy plant
24. Spiky succulent
27. Accumulates (2 words)
31. Turkish military leader
32. Consequence
35. *Wintour of Vogue
36. Zoroaster followe
38. E in B.C.E.
39. #53 Down, third person singular
40. Do like exhaust pipe
41. Hertz' offering
43. Extra cost
44. Expert, in U.K. (2 words)
46. *Ricky Martin's boy band
48. Arrival time acronym
49. *Piano player Lee Curreri on "Fame"
51. *Baltimore player
53. *Mikhail Gorbachev's policy
56. Recipient of money
57. *Umberto Eco's "The ____ of the Rose"
58. Oration station
60. Some tournaments
61. In the thick of
62. Place, in French
63. Not at all good
64. Bitty
65. Other than what is

DOWN
1. Ornamental pond dweller
2. Deep black
3. Greek promenade
4. Shakespeare's output
5. * Lou Reed's "Home of the ____"
6. Like thick smoke
7. Campus military org.
8. Attractive to look at
9. *"Back to the Future" car
10. One on drugs
11. Cecum, pl.
12. Is, in Paris
14. "A horse is ____ ____, of course, of course"
20. Resin-producing tree
23. Took the bait
24. *Christopher Reeve's sartorial style in "Super-
man II"
25. Old World lizard
26. Indigenous person from Suriname or Guyana
27. Surveyor's map
28. Mix-up
29. Not married
30. Promenade in Spain
33. Tournament ranking
34. Remains container
37. *Washington's volcano Mount ____ ____
39. *Close of "The Big Chill"
41. Genetic initials
42. Entertained
45. Affirm to be true
47. Cavatappi or udon, sing.
49. Scapegoat's due
50. Fiber crop variety
51. Head of family
52. Deed hearing
53. Chew on
54. Schooner canvas
55. *TV's "Family ____"
56. Sound of explosion
59. *"Peggy ____ Got Married"
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232 Main Street, Wanamingo, MN 55983

 (507) 824-2265
 ssbwanamingo.com

 “Ask about our Kasasa accounts”

Official drop site for Toys for Tots through December 11th.

 Help us support our local food shelf, All Seasons, during the holiday season -
 non-perishable food donations will be accepted through December 15th.

The holiday season is here, and we can’t think of a 
 better time to share our warmest wishes to all of our 

 friends and neighbors who make this community
 a wonderful place.

 We appreciate you, and your loyal support!
 We will be closed December 25 and January 1 so our employees can celebrate the holidays with their f amilies.




