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Announcements
• Randolph Food Shelf located at St.
Mark's Church 28595 Randolph Blvd.
Monthly Open Hours: 1st Tuesday 8:00 -
9:30 am; 2nd, 3rd, 4th Tuesdays 4:30 - 6:00
pm.  Questions call (507) 263-9182.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 Customer Appreciation
 Join us on  Sunday, July 30, 2023  for our

 Customer Appreciation/Farewell Party  3:00-6:00 pm
 Live Music & Food and we will have Drink Specials

 We will not open until 3:00pm.  We will not be serving breakfast, dinners or our menu on Sunday, Jul y 30th.

 Thank You
 For your continued support and supporting us the last 28 years!  We will miss each and everyone of y ou!

 Scott & Linda Nelson

On Saturday, August 19th, the Randolph Hampton
Fire District will host their 55th Annual Chicken
BBQ.  Serving from 3:00-8:00pm, the menu includes
the following; chicken, sweet corn,  baked beans,
coleslaw, dinner roll and pop or water.  Dance to the
music of "Chad Johnson and The Minnesota Trans-
plants" from 8:00pm to Midnight.  

Concessions, Flea Market, Games, Food and Music will be held. Raf-
fle tickets are available for purchase through Randolph Hampton Fire-
fighters or local businesses. Raffle ticket winners will be drawn starting
at 9:00pm.  The winner boards will begin to be posted at 10:00pm and
you do not need to be present to win.  

55th Annual Randolph Hampton Fire District
Chicken BBQ Saturday, August 19th

Chad Johnson and The Minnesota Transplants

Trophy House
Restaurant Closes
The Trophy House restaurant in
New Trier closed this month on July
16th. The restaurant had served the
community with fine food and cock-
tails for twenty-eight years. They
have planned a customer appreciation
day to be held on Sunday July 30th
from 3 to 6pm at the restaurant. There
will be live music, food and drink
specials. They still plan to offer their
full service catering through the end
of the year.  The business is for sale
or lease. 

Thanks to the
sponsorship of the
Dennison Lions
Club & Fireside
Lounge, the Culpep-
per & Merriweather
Circus, America’s
Favorite Big Top
Circus is coming Dennison, MN – Wednes-
day, August 2nd to the lot across from the
Dennison Community Church located at
37514 3rd Ave.
C&MCircus has been providing quality,
local family entertainment for 37 years. This
authentic One-Ring, BigTop Circus has been
featured on the A&E Special: Under the Big
Top, Nick News: On the Road with Cir-
cusKids and most recently OETA's Big Top
Town.

The Circus is coming
to Dennison Aug. 2

(continued on page 6)

Rice County Steam & Gas Engines
48TH ANNUAL
TRACTOR SHOW

September 1, 2 & 3, 2023
(see ad on page 5)

The Dennison Lions Club will host Denni-
son Days coming up  August 4 & 5 with
many old favorites returning  to the week-
ends event schedule.
Check the website www.dennisondays.org

Dennison Days Set for August 4 & 5
for any schedule updates.  Friday night will
kick off with a Bags Tournament at 625 Bar
& Grill and Free Live Music  from Minneso-
tas Own Dariann Leigh on the Mainstreet
Stage at 7:30. (continued on page 14)

The R Bar in
Randolph is un-
dergoing con-
struction and
improvements. 
They are hoping
to be reopened in
early August, but will be dependent on con-
tractors and the challenges of remodeling an
old building. A new roof and siding are a
part of the project, along with a kitchen up-
date to allow an expanded menu in the fu-
ture, A planned patio on the east side of the
building is also in the works and an upstairs
game room with added seating. Watch the R
Bar facebook page for updates and a re-
opening announcement. 

R Bar Construction
Continues
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 E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
 to the Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger at: 

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 The Church Directory is Sponsored by:

 “Tell Me, Please”
 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet 

 talking about . . . ?” —  Acts 8:34
 At Cove Mountain on the Appalachian Trail I had shelter from an 

 all-night rain. The next morning I was back on the trail. No one 
 needed to tell me where to go. I headed north, as I did every other day 
 of my three-week trek.

 Philip, however, whom the Spirit called in our story today, had 
 instructions on where to go. An angel of the Lord told Philip to go 
 south to the desert road leading from Jerusalem to Gaza. There Philip 
 met an Ethiopian official who was returning home from Jerusalem. 
 The Spirit then led Philip to stay near the man and to help him 
 understand a passage he was reading from Isaiah. Philip explained 
 that the passage was about Jesus, the Son of God, who came to die for 
 our sin, and then Philip baptized the Ethiopian, just as the man asked 
 him to do.

 Through his Spirit and the Word, the Lord still commands us 
 everyday. God calls us to walk in his ways, loving the Lord with all 
 our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and loving our neighbors as 
 ourselves.

 Does God speak to us in other ways, such as the way he spoke to 
 Philip? God certainly can speak to us in dramatic ways, but more 
 often the Spirit of God speaks to us in quiet, subtle ways through his 
 Word and with the help of other believers (like Philip). We should 
 always be following God’s Word and listening for his voice, 
 especially as he nudges us to share the love of Jesus.

 Lord Jesus, help us to listen for your voice and to share your love 
 with the people we meet every day. Amen.

 23280 Main Street, Hampton
 (651) 437-9535

 300 West Main Street
 Cannon Falls

 AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
 RANDOLPH BAPTIST CHURCH

 29020 Dawson Avenue in the heart of Randolph 
 (adjacent to Randolph Public School grounds).

 Sunday School 9:00a.m.
 (children, teen, and adult classes)

 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.
 Jesus and Me (JAM) Kids Club 3:00-5:00p.m.

 first and second Wednesday of the school month.
 Pastor Dennis Ingolfsland

 Questions?  Call church office 507-663-1437

 CHRIST UMC

 Rev. Thomas Countryman
 29470 Gaylord Ave., Cannon Falls

 507-757-8043
 www.christunitedmethodist.org

 Sunday Worship 8:30a.m.
 Sunday School 8:30a.m.

 STANTON UMC

 Reverend Thomas Countryman
 1020 Hwy. 19 Blvd., Stanton • 507-263-4063

 www.stantonunitedmethodist.org
 Sunday Worship at 10:15a.m.

 ST. MARK’S 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH

 28595 Randolph Blvd.
 www.stmarksrandolph.com

 Pastor Lue Moua
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. & on Facebook

 Bible Study Tuesdays at 9:00a.m.
 & 1st Wednesday at 11:00a.m.

 WELCA 1st Wednesday at 10:00a.m.
 Questions?  Call 507-263-9182

 ST. MATHIAS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
 HAMPTON

 stmathias-hampton.com
 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass
 7:30a.m. Monday Mass

 Questions? Call Mon..-Friday 651-437-9030

 ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, NEW TRIER
 stmarys-newtrier.com
 8:00a.m. Sunday Mass
 7:30a.m. Friday Mass

 Questions? Call Mon..-Friday 651-437-9030

 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
 CASTLE ROCK

 9:00 a.m. Worship Service, Coffee After
 10:15 a.m. Sunday School

 Questions?  Call 507-645-0042

Freedom: Miriam Webster says, “1: the
quality or state of being free: such as a: the
absence of necessity, coercion, or constraint
in choice or action, b: liberation from slavery
or restraint or from the power of another,
c: the quality or state of being exempt or re-
leased usually from something onerous,
d: unrestricted use” all belong to the first def-
inition of freedom.  
For followers of Christ, we have freedom:
freedom from sin, eternal death, guilt, and
freedom to choose- as we live the spirit-filled
life that Jesus calls us to live.  We also have
freedom from empty and meaningless tradi-
tions and ‘rules’ that have no bearing on our
faith in Christ.  Being free in Christ – real
freedom – means seeing things clearly. It
means knowing who you are and what God
has done for you in Christ. It means loving
and obeying Him with the full assurance that
God will make good on His promise, and you
will spend eternity with Him. This kind of
freedom doesn’t come by living however you
want or “picking and choosing” what laws to
follow; true freedom comes from believing
and obeying the gospel. 
Freedom doesn’t mean we can do whatever
we want- without thinking about others.
Freedom in Christ- is freedom to choose that

which is best for others and ourselves-
choosing to put Jesus first in all things- Lov-
ing God and Loving people- not just doing
what we want because we have freedom.     
Paul wrote in chapter 8 of 1 Corinthians.
“But while knowledge makes us feel impor-
tant, it is love that strengthens the
church. 2 Anyone who claims to know all
the answers doesn’t really know very
much. 3 But the person who loves God is the
one whom God recognizes.  . . .6 But for us,
there is one God, the Father, by whom all
things were created, and for whom we live.
And there is one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom all things were created, and through
whom we live. . . . 9 But you must be care-
ful so that your freedom does not cause oth-
ers with a weaker conscience to stumble.” 
Paul addresses the attitudes- the heart is-
sues.  The Corinthian church had been strug-
gling with humility and obedience.
Proverbs 12:23 says, “The wise don’t make
a show of their knowledge, but fools broad-
cast their foolishness.”  and in Proverbs
26:12  “There is more hope for fools than
for people who think they are wise.”  Paul
states, we all know—not just the “most en-
lightened or most knowledgeable” but all
the believers in the faith know that an idol
isn’t really a god. They’ve come to believe
in the one true God- and Jesus Christ his Son
and the person of the Holy Spirit- The one
triune God- maker of heaven and earth.  The
one that redeemed them at a great price.
They know that in their hearts- but they may
continue to struggle with old habits, old tra-
ditions that have been ingrained in them.
They must re-train their minds and thoughts
to following Jesus Christ and living for Him.
It’s all new to them- and they are still learn-
ing.  
Let me give an example:  Playing cards
used to be a big ‘no no’ in the Wesleyan
church. I had been brought up Lutheran and
I grew up playing cards- I grew up playing
500, rummy, crazy 8, and I learned how to

play hearts at church- waiting for confirma-
tion class to begin.  So, when we had cards
in the youth room at the Wesleyan Church
and played games, I never even thought that
it could be an issue.  Then one Saturday
clean-up day- I didn’t make it to help clean
the church- but some of the older ladies took
it upon themselves to clean the youth room
for us.  I was surprised to find that all our
playing cards had been removed and thrown
away!  I spoke to the pastor and find out the
whys- and not to worry- we had his and the
church’s permission to have playing cards-
so the church purchased us some new ones.
After that, I just made sure that I was there
on cleaning day from now on!  
The ladies were only doing what they
thought was right- even if it really wasn’t a
sin issue.   Like Paul said, “some are accus-
tomed to thinking …this way.”  That’s how
they were brought up.  We can’t always
solve every problem with logic. A child who
is afraid of the dark is not assured by logical
arguments. We need to understand that
knowledge can be a weapon to fight with or
a tool to build with, depending on how it is
used. Our Freedom in Christ must be bal-
anced by Love.   As Christians, we are com-
manded often in Scripture to build one
another up. The author of Hebrews said,
“…let us consider how to stir up one another
to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more
as you see the Day drawing near.” (Heb.
10:24-25) 
We must be careful so that our freedom
doesn’t cause a weaker- a newer believer to
stumble.  Jesus gave us the example to fol-
low- we are to do as He has done.  We aren’t
more enlightened than He was.  He is patient
with each of us and sees our mistakes, our
sins, our screw-ups and instead of telling us
how awful or stupid we are- he gently cor-
rects, guides and continues to love us.  Paul
writes that we are not to be a stumbling

Freedom
in Christ

block to others. This doesn’t mean that we
must pamper those who are weaker in the
faith, it means that our goal should be to
build them up and help them grow rather
than demanding our rights. Our Freedom
must be balanced by love. We are free in
Christ, but we must take care that our spiri-
tual knowledge is balanced by love, and that
we do not tempt the weaker Christian to run
ahead of their conscience.  
As part of the Body of Christ, it is always
our goal to strengthen and respect each part
of that body that we are a part of. In doing
that Jesus will be glorified and that the body
(the church) will be built up to unity and
strength.  As we interact with others, we must
balance our knowledge with love so that oth-
ers might be built up in the Lord.  
As believers in Christ- we love God with
all of our passion in all areas, and we love
people.  People get first preference- not our
own agenda or our own freedoms.  When our
freedom crosses over someone else and
causes them to get off track- we are abusing
our freedom.  Our freedom in Christ must be
lived out in love.  The way we relate carries
great weight, so relate in love! 

 Your Home for 
 Twins Baseball

 Tim McNiff Weekday Mornings
 www.kymnradio.net
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marketing your business in
todays competitive market.

Call Terry at 507-951-7417 or
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hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Dolores Elizabeth Gergen (Ross)
Dolores Elizabeth Gergen (Ross), age 95 of

Cannon Falls, passed
away peacefully on
June 23, 2023.
She was preceded
in death by her hus-
band of 57 years,
William J. Gergen,
and son, Thomas A.
Gergen.
She is survived by
children William

(Julie), Stephen (Victoria), Marion (Carey),
Linda, Gregory, Carolyn, Constance (Gary),
Joel (Mary), Donald (Christine), and Alan,
along with grandchildren and great grand-
children.
Raised in St. Paul, Dolores was a member
of the class of 1946 at Harding High School.
She attended the University of Minnesota and
majored in journalism. Dolores and William
met at her father’s hotel and bar in Hampton,
MN where Dolores was employed. They mar-
ried in 1950 and raised a family of eleven on
the Gergen homestead farm near Randolph,
MN. Lifelong lovers, they enjoyed dancing
and earned recognition as top dancers in the
region.
For over thirty-five years Dolores wrote a
weekly column for the Cannon Falls Beacon
“Thoughts on Sundays (and other weak
days)” winning the praise of many dedicated

readers and earning numerous newspaper
awards. Her columns were known for their
witty, wise, and often poignant musings of
her childhood in St. Paul, days on the farm,
and the woes, wonders, and whimsies of rais-
ing eleven children.
Her last years were spent at the Cannon
Rivers Senior Living facility which provided
loving care during her final days for which
her family will be forever grateful.
Mass of Christian Burial was held on
Wednesday, June 28, at 11am, with visitation
from 9-11am, at St. Mathias Catholic Church,
23315 Northfield Blvd, Hampton. Interment
was at the church cemetery. A life celebration
lunch followed in the church basement. Me-
morials may be gifted to St. Mathias Catholic
Church.

Lesley Louise Neary 
Lesley Louise Neary (Lu or Lu Lu) of Ran-

dolph MN, passed
away peacefully on
July 5, 2023.
Lesley was born
on October 20,
1947, to Leslie and
Caroline Mueller of
St. Paul, Minnesota.
After graduating
from high school
Lesley went on to

full time employment and held a few jobs

which consisted mostly of secretarial work.
Her secretary and administration assistant
skills offered employment for 30 plus years
in various industries from the lawyer’s office,
heating and air conditioning but the most ref-
erenced and admired company was Soder-
berg Incorporated, an eyeglass manufacturer
where she built long lasting friendships.
Regardless of the company Lesley worked
for and the accolades received for great work,
her most important and proud job was that of
being a mother and eventual grandmother.
Lesley raised two children on her own until
she met her soul mate and husband until
death, Jim.
Lesley and Jim were more home bodies and
preferred a house full of family rather than
travel and nights out on the town, minus a
good trip to the casino for some pulls of the
one arm bandit. Lesley had a love for horses
which was instilled by her father. This cre-
ated a lifelong hobby well into her 60’s. Les-
ley loved to ride and in her earlier years
competed in many local horse shows and bar-
rel races.
Lesley was full of spunk, charisma and car-

ried a firecracker fierceness packed into a
5’2” frame. She was a proud woman, who
lived unapologetic to her convictions and life
decisions. She was often willing to offer as-
sistance and frequently become the sounding
board offering an ear to listen and would re-
ciprocate by offering sound life learned ad-
vise based on real experience.
After retiring Lesley spent much time with
her grandkids and family.
Lesley is preceded in death by her parents
and her husband, James. She is survived by
her sons and most importantly her 7 grand-
children.
Interment at Fort Snelling National Ceme-
tery is pending, along with a celebration of
life to be announced later.
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 4451 Upper 291st St. E, Randolph, MN 55065
 507-263-7000

 Randy Linnell,  Owner
 Email: Randy@BigRServiceCenter.com

 • Tires  • Alignments
 • 4x4  • Transmission
 • Engine  • Brakes
 • Suspension  • Diagnostics
 • Trailer

 FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
 DIFFERENTIAL REBUILDING

Roy Scott Nelson
Roy Scott Nelson, age 78 of Cannon Falls,

passed away peace-
fully surrounded by
his family and
friends in his home
on Sunday, July 16,
2023.
Scott was born on
April 13, 1945 to
parents Roy and
Marjorie (Hohen-
haus) Nelson. He
graduated from

Faribault High School in 1963 and later
worked for Sears for 32 years. Scott married
the love of his life Linda in 1967 and they
raised three beautiful children together, Eric,
Elizabeth and Allison. In October of 1995
Scott and Linda purchased the Trophy House
restaurant in New Trier. His favorite spot in
the restaurant was serving behind the bar be-
cause of all of the locals and friends he was
able to socialize with.
He is preceded in death by his parents, Roy
and Marjorie Nelson.
Scott is survived by his wife, Linda; chil-
dren, Eric, Elizabeth and Allison; grandchil-
dren, Scott Worrell, Sophia Worrell, and
Alivia Strusz; brothers, Alano "Lon" (Reatha)
Nelson, Lynn (Barbara) Nelson; and dog,
Stella.
A funeral service was held at 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, July 25, 2023, at Starkson Family
Life Celebration Chapel in Hastings.  Father
Tix officiated. Interment will be held at St.
Michaels Cemetery in Kenyon, MN at a later
date.
Family and friends were invited to a visita-
tion from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday, July
24, 2023, at Starkson Family Life Celebration
Chapel and also an hour prior to the service.
A reception followed the service on Tuesday.
In lieu of flowers the family requests that
donations be made to St. Mary's Catholic
Church in New Trier, MN.
Arrangements are being completed by
Starkson Family Life Celebration Chapel of
Hastings.

Robert E. Will
Will, Robert E., age 95, Educator, Commu-

nity Builder, Hu-
morist, and Family
Man, peacefully
passed away Sunday,
June 25, 2023, sur-
rounded by love and
family. Bob was a
gentleman and a

scholar with
a life rooted
in service.
His life was

a model of how to live one’s vocation and
commitment to others. Bob taught Econom-
ics at Carleton College for 36 years, joyfully
scratching supply and demand charts out on
the blackboard, bringing the subject to life. He
encouraged generations of students to appre-
ciate the value of liberal arts in their everyday
lives. Upon retiring, Bob devoted time to vol-
unteering in the community. “I felt I owed
something to the community I lived in, that
gave me a good life, that brought up my chil-
dren, educated my children in the school sys-
tem. I felt it a duty, and a happy duty.”
Born at the beginning of the Great Depres-

sion in Dousman, WI to Erwin and Gena
Will, Bob graduated from high school after
8th grade. A life-long love of music began as
a young trombonist in the Oconomowoc
American Legion Band, an award-winning
band that marched in parades from small
towns to New York’s 5th Avenue. He sur-
prised his parents by enlisting in the US
Navy, unaware that swimming was a required
skill, one he did not have. Even though Bob
never learned to swim, his strong patriotism
committed him to the Naval Reserve for a
further twenty years. After the war, Bob en-
tered Carleton College in 1946, dragging his
Navy footlocker behind him and clutching
the GI Bill (“that great social invention”). He
graduated Phi Beta Kappa and later earned
his MA and Ph.D from Yale University.
Bob met the love of his life, Barbara, while
teaching at UMass Amherst. She was the
beautiful librarian in the Department of Re-
search Chemistry when Bob walked in seek-
ing advice about moldy wallpaper in the
apartment he shared with Gus Mattersdorff. A
year later, Gus was best man at their wedding.
In 1957, Carleton College President Larry
Gould hired Bob to join the Economics de-
partment. The newlyweds packed their books
and wedding presents and drove to Min-
nesota. Bob and Barbara built a remarkable
life together. They found joy in raising a fam-
ily, traveling around the world, and deepen-
ing their roots in Northfield.
Beyond teaching duties, Bob was an Assis-
tant Dean of the College and the first Direc-
tor of International Studies and was named
the Wadsworth A. Williams Professor of Eco-
nomics. Many have described Bob as the
quintessential Carleton alum and professor: a
gifted and enthusiastic teacher, a knowledge-
able scholar, an engaged college citizen, a
gracious mentor to colleagues and students.
Bob was a pioneer in what is now called so-
cial entrepreneurship, applying economic
theories to real world problems. This pursuit
led to Carleton’s Social Entrepreneurship
scholarship program. While at Carleton, he
also earned grants from the Ford Foundation,
the Mellon Foundation, General Electric, the
Lilly Endowment, and the National Science
Foundation. Bob retired in 1993 as the Ray-
mond Plank Professor of Incentive Econom-
ics.
Always a performer, many will remember
listening to the brilliant badinage between
Bob and Wayne Eddy on Northfield’s KYMN
radio. Bob loved reading aloud and delighted
in Robert Service’s “The Shooting of Dan-
gerous Dan McGrew.” He was also cast in
two films: as Rev. William Wilcox in the
award-winning Cemetery Stories: A Rebel
Missionary in South Africa, by Chérif Keïta;
and as the Old Man in Roma Nova, by Max
Silver.
Bob left an indelible mark on organizations
around the country and world, including the
US National Commission for the United Na-
tions Economic and Social Council; the plan-
ning commission that created Hampshire
College in Amherst, MA; Bob and Barbara
helped seed libraries at Miles College in Al-
abama and the Savannah College of Art and
Design in Georgia. Closer to home, Bob’s cu-
rious and creative mind, and his ever-present
yellow notepad, focused on strengthening the
beauty and humanity of Northfield, MN. He
served on the Rotary Club, Mayor’s
Streetscape Task Force, Heritage Preserva-

tion Commission, United Way, Northfield
Historical Society, All Saints Episcopal
Church, Northfield Shares, and Northfield
Retirement Community.
In the winter of 1994 Bob was surprised to
learn that Governor Arne Carlson proclaimed
March 26 as Robert E. Will Day in Min-
nesota. Twenty years later, Northfield hon-
ored Bob with the Joseph Lee Heywood
Distinguished Service Award in recognition
of over 50 years of service to the Northfield
area community. Bob said “There is no better
feeling than serving a community. Enjoy it as
I have over the years. I did things I never
thought I would do in my life.”
Bob was preceded in death by his parents,
his wife, Barbara, and son, Jonathan. He is
survived by daughters Leslie Will and Jen-
nifer Labovitz; son-in-law Mark Labovitz;
and grandchildren Zachary Will, Jackson and
Tessa Labovitz.
Bob Will has left the classroom. Onward
and Upward with the Arts.
The family would like to thank the thought-
ful staff at the Northfield Retirement Com-
munity for the attentive and compassionate
care given to Bob, and acknowledge all the
special friendships Bob made through the
years.
A memorial service will be held to celebrate
Bob’s life on August 26, 2023, at 2:00pm at
All Saints Church in Northfield. Donations
may be given to Northfield Shares, All Saints
Church, or the Robert E. Will ‘50 Endowed
Internship Fund in Social Entrepreneurship at
Carleton College.
Arrangements by Bierman Funeral Home
and Crematory https://www.biermanfuneral-
home.com.

Mike Almen
Mike Almen, 77, of Northfield, passed

away peacefully
Monday morning,
June 26, 2023, at
Three Links Care
Center in Northfield.
Michael Allen
Almen was born on
February 6, 1946, in

Northfield,
Minnesota,
to Nikolai
and Helen

(Baker) Almen. He grew up in Northfield and
graduated from Northfield High School. He

enlisted in the U.S. Army during Vietnam and
was honorably discharged. Mike was married
to Pam Lord in 1981. He worked for Herman
Schiell (blacktopping), Sheldahl, spent some
of his summers on the farm, and later worked
as a handyman. They raised their three sons
in Northfield and later divorced.
Mike was best described as a “travelling
soul.” He enjoyed the outdoors, fishing,
working out, and entertaining those around
him. Mike had a soft heart and was known to
take in stray dogs and cats, whom he would
quickly come to love and cherish.
He is survived by his children, Michael
Lord of Winona, Nick (Jessica Mehan) of
Dennison, and Chad (Colleen) of Northfield;
seven grandchildren; six great-grandchildren;
sister, Wanda (Jim) Yngsdal of Wanamingo;
sister-in-law, Ileen of Northfield; many
nieces and nephews; and ex-wife, Pam
Almen of Northfield. He was preceded in
death by his parent and brothers, Bob and
Joe.
A memorial service was held at 10:30 AM,
Thursday, June 29, 2023, at Bierman Funeral
Home in Northfield. Visitation was one hour
prior to the service at the funeral home. In-
terment followed the service in Vang
Lutheran Cemetery, Holden Township. A re-
ception followed the interment at Vang
Lutheran Church.
Arrangements are with Bierman Funeral
Home & Crematory, Northfield. www.bier-
manfuneralhome.com
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 Real Estate Sales & Leasing
 300 Oak Street, Farmington, MN 55024

 Top Notch Properties
              & Realty Services

 651-460-6674

 Eric Ruud 
 Owner/Broker
 612-245-4382

 Kim Rademacher
 Salesperson
 651-245-1800

 Jeanne Werner
 Salesperson
 612-328-1893

 Tony VanDeSteeg
 Salesperson
 651-336-7257

Minnesota DNR
to Require
Nontoxic

Ammunition for
State Park
Special Deer

Hunts,
56 SNAs That
Allow Hunting

People participating in special hunts in state
parks and recreation areas or hunting in those
scientific and natural areas where hunting is
allowed, will be required to use nontoxic am-
munition starting this fall. Peatland SNAs are
exempt from this requirement. Due to short-
ages in certain ammunition types, this re-
quirement also will not apply to state park

youth deer hunts in the shotgun zone if
hunters remove all parts of harvested deer,
including the entrails.
State statute provides the highest level of
protection for natural resources, including
wildlife and natural features, in state parks
and SNAs. Hunting is not a primary purpose
of state parks and SNAs, and is only allowed
if it is consistent with or helps advance the
management of natural resources on these
lands. Deer hunting is allowed through com-
missioner’s order or state statute on SNAs,
and state park special hunts require a special
use permit. State parks and SNAs account for
less than 10% of DNR-managed lands in
Minnesota. 
Requiring nontoxic ammunition will help
protect species from lead poisoning — such
as eagles, ravens, hawks and bobcats — that
might ingest ammunition or feed on deer gut
piles. Lead poisoning can cause neurologic
impacts to wildlife, leading to injury and
death. Additionally, use of nontoxic ammu-
nition will protect the environment of these
sites from lead leaching into the soil and wa-
ters via gut piles or spent ammunition re-
maining on site.
Nontoxic ammunition includes bullets,
slugs, muzzleloader ammunition and shot

that do not contain lead. More information is
available at the Minnesota DNR’s non-toxic
ammunition webpage.
Hunters who plan to participate in state
park special hunts, or hunt in an SNA where
hunting is allowed and nontoxic ammunition
is required, should purchase their non-toxic
ammunition early to ensure they have it in
time for the hunt in which they will partici-
pate.
Hunters in Minnesota who do not wish to
use nontoxic ammunition have abundant op-
tions for hunting in locations with no ammu-
nition restrictions, such as wildlife
management areas and state forests.
The Minnesota DNR also continues to en-

courage the use of nontoxic ammunition and
tackle on all Minnesota lands and waters.
To learn more about state park special
hunts, including how to register, see the spe-
cial hunts section toward the bottom of the
Minnesota DNR’s deer hunting webpage. To
learn which SNAs allow hunting, visit the
SNA rules website.
For questions about the above information
or other DNR-related topics, contact the
Minnesota DNR Information Center at
info.dnr@state.mn.us opens in a new
browser tab or 888-646-6367 (8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat-
urday).
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Share Your Good News
with the Community!

Submit your engagement,
wedding or birth announcement

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Community

 502 Huseth St., Kenyon

 507-789-6321

 Toro 75746
 Time Cutter

 22 hp 725cc Kohler engine
 42” Iron Forged deck  •  3 gallon fuel tank

 3 year engine warranty
 Step through front end  •  Storage cubby

 Smart speed technology
 $ 3,599.00

 Check out our full line of
 60v Lithium Ion cordless tools 

 and accessories.
 Includes: string trimmers,

 edgers, chainsaws,
 hedge trimmers & more

The Circus is
coming to
Dennison
August 2

(continued from page 1)

This year, we're very excited to bring you
our brand new2023 performance featuring
Big Cats presented by Trey Key, our Aerialist
Extraordinaire Simone on thetrapeze, 10th
generation Loyal Bareback Horse Riders, the
Perez Daredevil Duo on the Tight Rope and-
Wheel of Destiny, Elizabeth Ayala's incredi-
ble foot juggling and hair hang and everyone's
favorite CircusClown Leo Acton.
Circus Day Schedule
9:30 a.m - Tent Raising & Tour
Everyone is invited to watch the Big Top
rise! You'll also get a chance totour the
grounds and get a behind-the-scenes look at
our show! Learnabout life on the road and the
care our animals receive.
4:00 p.m. - Midway Opens
Pony Rides, Moon Bounce, Giant Slide,
Face Painting, Concession Standand Box Of-
fice open up for some extra fun!
Pony Rides, Moon Bounce, Giant Slide,
Face Painting, Concession Standand Box Of-
fice open up for some extra fun!
5:00 & 7:30 Circus Performance

Get ready for an amazing show the whole
family will love! Eachshow lasts about 90
minutes.
Our performers are sure to amaze, delight
and entertain the audience members of all
ages beyond your wildest imagination.
Advance Tickets Prices
Adult Ticket - $13; Child (2-12) or Senior
(65+) - $8
Advance tickets can be purchased BE-
FORECircus Day from these locations:
Heritage Bank Dennison
Dennison Depot
Fireside Lounge &Supper Club
Parkside General Store -Nerstrand
A higher percentage of advance tickets
goesback to the sponsor, meaning more
money backinto your community! You'll also
save moneyand can skip the lines at the box
office!
To find out more about this year's show,
find usonline, visit our social media, call, or
e-mail!

Website: cmcircus.com
Facebook: Culpepper & Merriweather

Circus
Instagram: @cmcircus

E-mail: cmcircus@gmail.com
Phone Number: 580-326-8833

 Castle Rock 
 Agency

 27925 Danville Avenue
 Castle Rock, MN

 Phone: 651-463-7590
 Email: 

 michelle.kreisler@castlerockbank.net

 Nelson 
 Agency
 119 4th Street

 Cannon Falls, MN
 Phone: 507-263-3812

 Email:
 info@nelsoninsurancecf.com

 Freeberg 
 Agency

 100 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-4276
 Email:

 info@freebergins.com

 Ins Brokers of  
 Cannon Falls
 106 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-5100
 Email:

 v.dungan@insurancebrokersmn.com

 Northfield 
 Agency

 711 Division Street S
 Northfield, MN

 Phone: 507-645-8861
 Email:

 nfldins@hotmail.com

 Haggerty 
 Agency

 1206 North Frontage Road
 Hastings, MN

 Phone: 651-437-5410
 Email:

 service@juliehaggerty.com

 Flom Agency
 118 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-2020
 Email:

 connie@flomins.com

 COMMUNITY GROWN 
 INSURANCE

 We’ve Got Your
 Family’s Back

 Personalized insurance solutions 
 to protect your family’s future
 and security, no matter what.

 www.vsgmi.com   
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 Milo Peterson Ford Co.

 SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.MILOPETERSONFORD.NET
 3020  457th Street Way, Kenyon • 507-789-6113 • SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p. m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.

 at Peterson Ford
 2020

 FORD 
 EDGE
 SEL

 AWD, 12,653 miles,
 red metallic,

 ecoboost 2.0L 
 turbocharged

 #23046U

 2022 FORD 
 BRONCO 
 SPORT 

 BADLANDS

 2021
 FORD F-150 

 XLT 
 SUPERCREW

 4WD, 4 door super 
 crew cab, 6  box, 

 168,963 miles, white, 
 6.2L V8
 #22149U

 Star white, 
 ecoboost 2.0L 
 turbocharged

 #22152U

 4WD, 30,035 miles, 
 agate black metallic, 

 2.3L ecoboost
 #23039U

 4x4, 16,077 miles,
 hot pepper red, 
 ecoboost 2.0L 
 turbocharged

 #23082U

 4WD, rapid red 
 metallic, 20,233 miles, 

 2.7L V6, ecoboost
 #23067U

 Summer Car Care
 At Milo Peterson Ford Co., our highly qualified

 technicians are here to provide exceptional service
 in a timely manner.

 From oil changes to transmission replacements,  we are dedicated to
 maintaining top tier customer service, for both new and pre-owned car buyers! 

 Allow our staff to demonstrate our commitment to excellence.
 Call our service department to schedule your maintenance needs.

 Open Monday thru Friday 7:30am to 5pm.

 2016 FORD 
 F-250 

 SUPER 
 DUTY SRW

 2021
 FORD 

 ESCAPE 
 SEL AWD

 2020
 FORD 

 EXPLORER 
 XLT

 $ 33,965
 Sale  Sale

 $ 22,995
 Sale

 $ 28,999
 Sale

 $ 36,499

 Sale  Sale
 $ 39,475  $ 48,435

The Rocket Boys beat Eden Prairie Black 12-10 in extra innings in Quarterfinal, beat Eden
Prairie Red in Semi-final 9-4 and St Paul Highland Gold 12-2 in Championship.
Front Row:Leo Waltman, Jaxson Nelsen, Frank Klahr, Jaden Smith, David Wagner, James
Simon
Back Row: John Irrthum, Coach Jeremy Irrthum, Rocco Casalenda, Maxx Staub, Jarod Ny-
bakke, Parker Banks, Coach Brian Nelsen, Michael Streiff, Mogen Leitch, Coach Jon Simon
Not pictured: Judd Wersal, Chace Rienardy, Coach Mitch Banks, Coach Dave Nybakke

Randolph Rockets 2023
13A MBT State Champions
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 From start to finish,
 we do the entire project.

 Kitchens • Living Rooms • Fireplaces
 Floors • Closets • Bathrooms

 New Projects • Remodels • Barns
 Roofs • Siding • Garages • Pole Sheds

 Wood Doc Construction
 Emery and John Maher

 507-271-4200
 www.wooddocconstruction.com

 Dennison, MN
 Lic. #BC628191

What Is Your
Soul Calling

By Susan Hinrichsen, CHC, CLC, MC

our cells while sleeping.  Some people may
not sleep very well and that compounds the
ability of your body to do its job of healing
and rejuvenating.  
Since the pandemic, everything in our lives
has turned upside down, and this has brought
to the surface, along with the stress and pres-
sure, fear.  Everything around us has a narra-
tive of fear built into it.  Fear of our economic
system, fear of our place in society, fear of
the future, fear of the past or change, fear of
what humanity has been through and fear of
what is next.  Our lives are wrapped in fear.
Society has been conditioned to believe we
are insignificant, powerless, and helpless, and
that there is nothing significant about life, but
life is creation at its finest and it is divine.  We
were not designed to live in fear, nor were we
designed to be separate from one another.
Fear can be paralyzing to the point where you
don’t even associate together that the issues
you may be having around things, experi-
ences, change, your career, relationships and
the environment have been almost normal-
ized into our daily lives.   
During these post-pandemic months, peo-
ple are now finding that they have an inner
drive or push and are feeling they should be
doing something different in their life, career,
or for others.  They have an inner knowing
that there is more they are supposed to ac-
complish. I call this a “soul calling.”  Maybe
you know what it is that you want to do or
have an idea about it, or maybe you are not
sure.  This “soul calling” is very strong.  As
you start to look for the answers you come
across something, a video, a podcast, a per-

son, an article that brings a spark of light into
your heart.  You follow along and want to
make a change or a move forward, but you
don’t do anything.  You sit and contemplate.
You feel you have good reasons for not doing
what it is you want to do but yet you are still
having that “soul calling” that says do it, or
just try it.  Fear stops you from moving for-
ward because it requires you to “do” some-
thing different or to “be” something different,
and this is frightening.  We start to think of
ourselves as not worthy of being more.
“Who would want to hear what I have to say,
I’m a nobody?”  “Who would want what I
have created or want to create?”  We start to
have thoughts that say we do not have what it
takes, we are not enough of a mom, or artist,
to do, or be, what our soul is calling us to cre-
ate.  I want to encourage you to follow your
“soul calling” even if it is baby steps.  You
can create, and be anything in this life that
you want, you just have to believe you can.
(“Where your thoughts go, energy flows,”
past article.) 
If you look at your limiting beliefs and fig-
ure out what they are, what holds you back
from being the best version of you, these be-
liefs usually have something to do with love,
safety or belonging.  These limiting beliefs
can also be beliefs of others that you have ac-
cepted as your own, maybe they came from
our parents, or an experience you had when
you were a child and could also be subcon-
scious beliefs.   
The more we look within ourselves we will
find the answers to what we need to know.

Over the last few articles, we talked about
how science is now finding that we are more
than what we have been told about who we
are and what we are capable of doing and/or
accomplishing in our lives.  The research in
quantum science is showing that our health
and wellness is more than just diet.  That our
thoughts, feelings, and emotions contribute to
our health and that everything is connected,
and you are connected to everything.  
We live in a world that is rushing around,
scrambling to get our kids to school, get to
work, driving through construction, watching
the clock, all to get to work on time.  Whether
it is an office job, or a service job, we live
under stress and pressure every day of our life.
This stress and pressure builds up within our
body and this in turn makes our body work
harder and expend more energy to rejuvenate

The more we look within, the more we can
find who we really are and what we know to
be true of ourselves.  By answering the ques-
tion of “who am I,” enables a person to stand
in their own sovereignty no matter what
comes their way.  I am not saying it is going
to be easy, but you will be able to stand in
your own truth and knowing.  
We live in a time that is evolving and ex-
panding at a fast pace and this is difficult to
process and understand.  The better we know
ourselves the more empowered we feel, and
by feeling more empowered, we become
even more clear of who we are. The more you
are in alignment with who you are and your
beliefs about life and yourself, the healthier
you become and the more joy you have in
your life. Right now, the world is shifting into
a new age and needs YOU and everything
that you have to offer.  You are the bridging
generation for the new generation because
you are living in both generations.  “You” are
important!  
If you are wanting to find “You” again and
overcome what is holding you back from cre-
ating the next best chapter in your life, sched-
ule your complimentary “Seeking Your Next
Chapter Discovery Session” at susanhinrich-
sen.com and while your there download your
copy of my “7-Day Workbook” at no cost to
you. If you have any questions, you can e-
mail me at  susiecoaches@gmail.com.  
After your complimentary discovery ses-
sion if you choose to continue to work to-
gether, I am offering a 50% discount, use
coupon code FREEDOM.

Community

 Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

 Fertilizer • Seed
 Soil Sampling • Chemicals

 Custom Application
 Field Scouting

 Bulk, LP,
 Gas and Diesel Fuel

 “Established 1935”
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Dennison Days
Set for

August 4 & 5
(continued from page 1)

be at The Fireside Lounge this year, and  the
Truck and Tractor Pull on on the north side
of town.  The 5 K Run/Walk returns this year.
Participants can sign up after 7 AM and be a
part of a fun activity to help raise funds for
the Dennison Community Lutheran Church
and their outreach programs. The race kicks
off at 8.
For participating runners, a Free Breakfast
is included that you may enjoy before or
after the run.   The Cow Milking Contest is at
10 AM, and this years special guests will be
announced soon.  Kids Bingo will begin
about 11 under the big tent. 
The Dennison Days Parade is at 12:30 PM,
with a $100 Prize for Best Float.
Afternoon events include  a foosball tour-
nament hosted by the 625 Bar and Grill, and
the return of The Road Rally at 1:30. The
kids pedal pull will take place after the pa-
rade at  2pm.

Gift Card and Purse Bingo under the big top
at 3:30 PM, And the yet to be determined
Game Sow at 5 PM 
Again this year is FREE Saturday
EVENING ENTERTAINMENT under the
Mainstreet tent, with Variety Bank Wreckless
taking the stage.(www.wrecklessband.com) 
Remember to get your Raffle Tickets as
well for your chance at the $500.00 Grand
Prize.  Raffle Tickets are  Available at
Heritage Bank, Dennison Depot, Fireside
Lounge, 625 Bar & Grill, or any Lions Club
Member
Watch www.dennisondays.org for updates.

 Severs Appraisal
 ~ Residential and Land Appraisals ~

 MN License #20373680

 Jonathan Severs, Certified Appraiser
 Dennison • Cell 651-324-5856

Share Your
Good News!

Submit your engagement,
wedding or

birth announcement.
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Check out Darianns Bio at www.darrian-
leigh.com.
Saturday morning brings the  Pancke & Egg
Breakfast hosted by the Nerstrand-Dennison
Fire Department and Dennison Lutheran
Community Church under the tent. 
City Wide Garage sales are also part of the
days events.Just look around for the signs. 
The Classic Car Show hosted by the Clutch-
men Club will again be on main street across
from the Fireside.  
Other activities include Euchre, which will

Dariann Leigh
www.dariannleigh.com
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 507-412-9813 •  advantagehearingcenter.com
 ZUMBROTA:  1605 Main St, Suite 200  •    CANNON FALLS : 100 South 4th St.

 FARIBAULT:  1575 NW 20th St

 Call today for your FREE, No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

 FREE
 Hearing

 Exam

 FREE
 Consultation

 FREE
 2 Week

 Trial

 HUGE
 Selection
 (In-Ear & 
 Behind 

 Ear)

 BLUETOOTH
 Models 

 available
 (Phone & 

 TV)

 Jayne Bongers   Owner/MN Certified

 DON’T LET HEARING PROBLEMS
 SLOW YOU DOWN!

Imagine being a kid in a small town in Min-
nesota who, more than anything, wants to
dive into the city pool with their friends to es-
cape the summer heat – but their family can-
not afford the pool pass. This very situation
is what prompted the Wabasha Kellogg Area
Community Foundation (WKACF) to start
offering free pool passes for all area youth.

their community for music, artist demon-
strations, and a grant to the public school for
visual arts classes.
The Harmony Area Community Founda-
tion supports a summer initiative of “No
Child Left Inside”. Several grants were
given recently to help provide activities to
local youth at no cost. During the annual
Canton Day Off Event, kids will have the
chance to explore a state-of-the-art obstacle
course of inflatables with a progressive
agility course. Harmony has also contributed
greatly to one of the first Splash Pads in our
region. They continue to add to it as an in-
clusive place for families to cool down on
hot days. These are only a few examples of
the many ways that our foundations are en-
hancing the joy of summer.
In addition to summer fun, our foundations
have helped fund food shelves, Veteran’s
memorials, downtown enhancement proj-
ects, farmers’ markets and annual scholar-
ship programs. During the early days of the
pandemic, Community Foundations became
a vessel for supporting local businesses and
organizations. The versatility of these foun-
dations allow them to leverage resources
wisely to respond to the unique needs of
their town. Author of Boomtown USA, Jack
Shultz, said it best –  community funds are
one of the keys to small town success. The
31 Community Foundations under SMIF’s
umbrella have invested $6.8 million into
their communities since the program began

Local
Investments
Make Small
Towns Thrive

This initiative kept the pool open, created a
space for children to play in the summer and
it provided an opportunity for locals to give
back to their community. This is just one of
many examples of why Community Founda-
tions are a key ingredient to small town
growth and vibrancy.
At Southern Minnesota Initiative Founda-
tion (SMIF), Community Foundations are
one of the cornerstones of our Community
Vitality focus area. SMIF supports 31 Com-
munity Foundations – from St. James and
Montgomery to Preston and Pine Island – by
providing the administrative and 501(c)(3)
infrastructure. Additionally, SMIF provides
the volunteer boards with training opportuni-
ties and is always on hand to answer ques-
tions and guide them as they work toward
meeting their philanthropic goals. Over the
years, SMIF has also contributed more than
$894,061 in matching grants to these foun-
dations.
The free pool pass project that WKACF
supports is one of many projects that SMIF’s
Community Foundations have invested in
over the years. Many memorable and unique
local festivals count on foundation funds. For
example, the Lanesboro Area Community
Foundation provided grants to Buffalo Bill
Days and Rhubarb Fest recently, as well as
funding for several artistic opportunities in

Tim Penny
So. MN Initiative Foundation

in 1991.
Community Foundations provide a platform
for individuals, families and businesses to
make meaningful contributions that directly
impact their communities. By fostering a cul-
ture of giving, these foundations instill a sense
of ownership and pride, empowering residents
to shape their own future. I encourage you to
look up your nearest Community Foundation
at smifoundation.org/community-founda-
tions.
Contact Andi Arnold, SMIF’s Community
Foundation Coordinator, at andia@smifoun-
dation.org or 507.456.5593 with questions
about this program.
As always, I welcome your comments and
questions. You can reach me at timp@smi-
foundation.org or 507-455-3215.
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Hampton City Council Meeting
June 13, 2023
The Hampton City Council met on Tuesday,
June 13, 2023 at the Hampton City Hall for
the regular scheduled meeting.  Present were
Mayor John Knetter; Council Members
Cindy Flodeen, David Luhring, and Nick
Russell.  Also present was Brad Fisher of
Bolton & Menk, Mike Slavik, District 1
Commissioner for Dakota County, Melissa
Timm, Neil Hoadley, Marlin Reinardy, and
Chris Meyer, City Treasurer. 
Regular Meeting called to Order - Mayor
Knetter called the Regular Scheduled Meet-
ing to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Disclosure of Interest – None
Approval of the May 9, 2023 Regular
Scheduled Meeting Minutes – Motion by
Luhring seconded by Flodeen to approve the
May 9, 2023 regular scheduled meeting min-
utes.  All voted in favor.  None opposed.  Mo-
tion passed 4:0.
Approval of Disbursements – Motion by
Flodeen seconded by Russell to approve the
May disbursements.  All voted in favor.  None
opposed.  Motion passed 4:0.  
Public Comment:
Mike Slavik, District 1 Commissioner for
Dakota County, was in attendance and asked
Council if he could provide an update of re-
cent County events.  Slavik reported that there
is an open house scheduled for tomorrow
evening in Randolph for the CTH 88 recon-
struction project.  Slavic reviewed the antici-
pated schedule for completion of the project.
The Minnesota Legislative session was
mentioned by Slavik.  He reported that there
will be a 1% sales tax increase for Dakota
County and the rest of the 7-county metro
area.  The purpose of the increase is for hous-
ing project needs.  The increase will generate
approximately $1.1 - $1.2 billion in Dakota
County.  Of that, approximately $300,000
will be available for housing needs in Dakota
County.  Slavik mentioned that the state
budget mainly benefits needs at the state
level.  There is very little that will trickle
down for that of county needs.
The final item referenced by Slavik was an
Open House Meeting that will be held in the
back-meeting room at Celt’s Pub in Farming-
ton on June 27th at 7:00 pm.  The purpose of
the meeting is to present a proposal to allow
for the County to add 3 additional Sheriff
Deputies to improve public safety response
time and to have an adequate number of
deputies to meet the demand needs in the
Sheriff’s Patrol area.
Also, in attendance was Neil Hoadley, who
asked if the street sign at Water St. and Sun
Valley Lane could be moved so that he has
better access to his property.  Mayor Knetter
stated that the City would take a look at
Hoadley’s proposed location for the sign.
Petitions, Requests, and Communications
– Repairs to dry air scrubber at the Main
St. lift station – Marlin Reinardy – Marlin
Reinardy, former Water/Sewer Superintend-
ent, stated that the air scrubber at the Main St.
lift station was installed 5 years ago.  Cur-
rently, there are neighbors who have reported
an odor coming from the lift station.  It has
been determined that the system’s filtering
media needs to be replaced.  The cost is
$4,100, plus shipping.  Installation will be
done by the City.  Motion by Luhring sec-
onded by Russell to approve purchasing the
dry air scrubber filtering media replacement.
All voted in favor.  None opposed.  Motion
passed 4:0.
Reports of Officers, Boards, and Com-
mittees:
Engineer’s Report – Brad Fisher of Bolton

& Menk began by reporting on the Frontage
Road Turnback Agreement.  Hampton Town-
ship approved the Joint Resolution at their
last meeting.  The remaining work is to
record the Joint Resolution with the state.
Any costs associated with the filing will be
split between the City and the Township.
Fisher reported on his recent communication
with the DOT regarding the timeline of when
the mill and overlay of the frontage road will
be done.  The mill and overlay is scheduled to
be completed in 2023.  However, because of
the location of the batch plant that was
erected for the purpose of working on the
Highway 52 reconstruction project, the City
has concerns about the frontage road mill and
overlay project being done in 2023 because
trucks will be hauling on the frontage road
during reconstruction of Highway 52 for the
remainder of the construction season in 2023,
and in 2024.  Discussion with Council re-
garding their preference for when they would
like to have the mill and overlay project done.
The consensus of Council is that the mill and
overlay should be done in 2024 because of
the volume of hauling yet to be done on the
frontage road both in 2023 and 2024.
Fisher asked Council if the traffic situation
in the City has improved since changes were
made with regard to signage and traffic con-
trol.  Council agreed that there has been im-
provement.  Fisher mentioned that Stage 2 of
the Highway 52 project will begin in mid-
July.
The second item reported on by Fisher was
the 2023 Pavement Maintenance Project.
This was discussed at the May City Council
meeting; however, it was tabled to allow time
for the City Treasurer to do an analysis of the
City’s cash accounts, and the potential avail-
ability of funding for the project to be done in
2023.  Chris Meyer, City Treasurer, submitted
a report to Council and Fisher, summarizing
his analysis, with the final result indicating
that the City does have enough cash available
to fund the pavement maintenance project to
be done in 2023.  In his report, Fisher again
summarized work that had been done by him-
self and Cory Bienfang to assess the current
condition of the pavement on streets in the
Heights of Hampton.  Additionally, Fisher
provided the cost summary that had also been
reviewed at the May Council meeting.  Dis-
cussion.  After discussion by Council, it was
decided to push off the mill and overlay proj-
ect until next year, so that the City may ben-
efit from more competitive bidding in the
spring.  Fisher stated that he will move for-
ward with preparing a construction plan by
year-end and beginning the bidding process
in early 2024. Councilor Luhring stated that
he had reached out to the spray patching com-
pany used in the past and expects to receive a
quote by the end of the week.
The next item on Fisher’s list was the
Dakota County Maintenance Facility Condi-
tional Use Permit (CUP).  Dakota County
met with City staff to discuss updates to the
Maintenance Facility plans for which the
CUP was approved in the fall of 2021.  The
proposed changes are significant enough to
require an amendment of the CUP that was
previously approved.  The plan is to bring the
CUP amendment application to the June
Planning Commission meeting for their rec-
ommendation, which would then be consid-
ered by Council at their July meeting.
The final item brought up by Fisher was the
Water St. Lift Station Back-up Generator
Project.  A great deal of site work has recently
been completed.  Work will continue, includ-
ing restoration of turf areas, ahead of the gen-
erator delivery and installation later this year.

Pay Application 2 invoice was submitted by
Killmer and included in the claims list for
payment.
Mayor Knetter recognized a Dakota
County Deputy in attendance at the meeting
and asked if he had anything to report.  The
Deputy stated that there were issues with
traffic because of the Highway 52 construc-
tion project detours, along with people crash-
ing into traffic control barricades.  As far as
criminal activity, there have been some calls,
but nothing too terrible.
Water / Sewer Report – Marlin Reinardy
reported on the sonar imaging of the sewer
ponds that will assess the wastewater sludge
levels.  The service is no longer available
from the organization he originally spoke to
about it. He contacted a company named
Team Lab that will charge $600.00 to do one
pond and $400.00 to do a second pond.  It is
Reinardy’s recommendation that the sonar
imaging be done on all 3 of the sewer ponds
to get a good baseline for determining future
chemical treatment needs.  Mayor Knetter
stated that he agreed with Reinardy.  Knetter
mentioned that the sonar imaging of the
ponds does not need a motion, as there was
a motion to proceed with obtaining the serv-
ice at a previous Council meeting.
The second item Reinardy mentioned was
in regard to the lead pipe inventory project
that the City will need to have completed by
the fall of 2024.  Reinardy mentioned that
there is a free 6-hour course in Howard Lake,
MN on June 22nd that he would like to at-
tend in order to learn more about the re-
quirements to complete the inventory.
Reinardy stated that, if he will be doing the
inventory, he wants to get it done before he
leaves for Arizona in the fall.  Mayor Knet-
ter stated that he thinks it is a good idea for
Reinardy to attend the training.  Discussion
about doing the inventory in-house or out-
sourcing.  Brad Fisher mentioned that there
will be grant funding available for this.  He
said he will know more about the grant fund-
ing next month.
Park Report – Councilor Russell reported
that there are signs of emerald ash borer
damaging trees in the park.  He is currently
seeking tree removal estimates.  At last
month’s Council meeting Mayor Knetter
mentioned that he has been contacted by res-
idents who are concerned about trees along
Main St. that are causing damage to the road-
way, so the tree removal estimates are for the
trees in the parks and also 3 clusters of trees
along Main St.  The trees at the ballfield will
be taken care of after the season is over.
Russell stated that he would contact the DNR
to get their opinion about options for re-
placement trees.  Mayor Knetter suggested
that Russell also get some input from the
folks associated with the Hampton Cardinals.
Russell also mentioned that he will be get-
ting quotes for replacing wood chips in the
parks.  As far as the tennis courts, there are
some cracks that need some attention.  Rus-
sell is also shopping for a bench to be placed
at the tennis courts.
Street Report – Councilor Luhring stated
that anything regarding the streets has al-
ready been discussed.
Ordinances and Resolutions:
Resolution 2023-08 – Approving a dona-
tion to the City of Hampton. Mayor Knet-
ter stated that this was a donation from Mark
and Julie Peine, who donated a used (like
new) commode for the men’s restroom at the
ballfield.  Motion by Luhring seconded by
Flodeen to approve the donation.  All voted
in favor.  None opposed.  Motion passed 4:0.
Unfinished Business – 2023 Pavement

Maintenance Project – This was covered
earlier under the Engineer’s Report.
New Business:
Liquor License Renewal – Roundup and
Meric’s - Motion by Luhring seconded by
Russell to approve the liquor license re-
newals.  All voted in favor.  None opposed.
Motion passed 4:0.
Gambling/Temporary On-Sale Liquor
License for St. Mathias Fun Fest - Motion
by Russell seconded by Flodeen to approve
the gambling/temporary on-sale liquor li-
cense for the St. Mathias Fun Fest.  All voted
in favor.  None opposed.  Motion passed 4:0.
Quotes/proposals for tree removal on
Main Street – Mayor Knetter mentioned that
he had requested a quote from one other tree
removal service.  The owner of that business
had been out-of-town and unable to get the
quote to Knetter prior to tonight’s meeting. -
Motion by Luhring seconded by Russell to
approve the quote that is most beneficial to
the City for the tree removal, pending receipt
of the quote from the 4th tree removal service
company.  All voted in favor.  None opposed.
Motion passed 4:0.
Outsourcing utility locates – Mayor Knet-
ter stated that, because of the Highway 52 re-
construction project, there have been many
more locate requests than average this year.
Because he and Josh work full-time, they are
unable to keep up with all of the locate re-
quests.  The City requested fee information
from several companies who provide this
service.  Only one company responded with
the requested information, and that quote was
in the amount of over $10,000 per year.  Mar-
lin Reinardy has agreed to resume the duty of
doing the utility locates for the City during
the months when he is not in Arizona.
City Ordinances regarding parking on
City streets – Mayor Knetter stated that this
was put on the agenda because of a discus-
sion that occurred under Public Comments at
last month’s Council meeting.  It was felt that
Council needed to review the City’s Parking
Regulations Ordinances to ensure that they
properly address problems that have been oc-
curring on the City’s streets.  Knetter men-
tioned that one of the problems that he
recently addressed was the individual who
was repairing cars that were parked on Water
St.  He said that it took him some time, and
several discussions with the apartment build-
ing owner, until the issue was finally re-
solved.  The building owner allowed the
resident to work on the vehicles in his private
parking area on the property. 
Discussion.  Knetter and Councilor Luhring
said they reviewed the Ordinances and feel
that they fully cover the issues that Council
agreed are important for all residents.
Luhring commented that the problem is not
the Ordinances, but enforcement of those Or-
dinances.  Discussion among Council and
those in attendance about problems with peo-
ple being parked on both sides of a street and
emergency vehicles being able to get through. 
Knetter stated that he didn’t think this was
a problem, as he is a member of the fire de-
partment, and he knows he could drive a
truck through a street, even if cars are parked
on both sides of the street.  It was again stated
by Council that the Ordinances are sufficient;
that the problem is one of enforcement. 
Discussion continued about parking en-
forcement officers or community service of-
ficers who are residents, but have the
authority to direct residents who are in viola-
tion of parking ordinances to stop what they
are doing.   

(continued on page 17)
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Rural Routes

Adjournment – Motion Flodeen seconded
by Russell to adjourn the meeting.  All voted
in favor.  None opposed.  Motion passed 4:0.
The meeting adjourned at 8:07 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy O’Brien, City Clerk

City of Randolph
Regular Council Meeting
June 14, 2023
The regular Randolph City Council meeting
was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor
Marie Jacob.  

Roll Call
Present were Mayor Marie Jacob, Council
Members Jacob Friedrich, Todd Carlock and
Tony Price, Treasurer Sandy Nicolai and
Clerk Mary Haro.  
Also, in attendance from LeVander, Gillen
& Miller legal counsel, Korine Land and
Greta Bjorkman, and Bolton & Menk engi-
neer, Matt Blazer.  

Approval of Agenda
We will add Bryce Pressnall to the agenda.
Motion to approve the agenda with the addi-
tion of the water report was made by
Friedrich, seconded by Haro.  All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0

Public Comments
Dakota County Commissioner Mike Slavik
discussed with us the need for additional
deputies to be hired.  He talked about how the
other districts such as Lakeville, Eagan, Apple
Valley, etc. indicate that they all pay for their
own police departments but they are asking
what they are paying for the rural areas since
this is on the general taxes.  They formed a
subcommittee to find ways to be fair and eq-
uitable and it was found that 95% of the cost
of the patrol areas serving the rural area are
being paid for by cities who do not receive
these services.  Some solution and guidance
would be:  1) fairness; 2) to be safe and pro-
tecting the rural area and 3) we do not want
to have this conversation again.  There will be
a meeting on June 27 at Celt's to discuss cur-
rent public safety needs in the patrol area,
staffing strategies to meet them successfully
and options to help pay for them.  They would
like to have a representative from each city
and township in attendance.  
He discussed the Dakota911 center and that
every city pays for their own 911 calls and the
county pays for all of the 911 calls in the rural
areas.  The county would spread out the cost
share over a five-year period which would be
at a cost of approximately $21-22 per person.
We would pay 20% for the first year and in-
crease the amounts over the next five years.
With this cost sharing they would add a rep-
resentative on the 911 board for the rural cities
and townships.  Also, this would allow the
county to add 3 new deputies.  
We will have a representative at the meeting
and will discuss this later during our meeting.
Minutes
A motion to approve the May 10, 2023 reg-
ular council meeting minutes was made by
Friedrich, seconded by Jacob.  All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0.  
A motion to approve the special minutes
from June 2, 2023 was made by Price, sec-
onded by Friedrich.  All voting in favor, none
opposed, motion passed 5:0.  
Approval of Treasurer Report and Payment
of Bills
Sandy updated the bank account balances
using the previous year budgets.  It was noted
that the park fund is negative but noted that

reason to deny the request.  
Motion by Friedrich to approve the lot split
and Resolution No. 23-10 Approving the
Property Split of Dakota County Parcel Id.
No. 32-00500-51-020 in Randolph, Min-
nesota, seconded by Carlock.  All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0.   
Dakota County Easement Acquisition
The City owns several parcels of land along
County Road 88 to which Dakota County
will need an easement for the construction
and utilities for those parcels for the county
road project.   
Motion to approve all of the Easement
Agreements was made by Friedrich, sec-
onded Carlock.  All voting in favor, none op-
posed, motion passed 5:0. 
Motion to approve the Settlement Agree-
ment with Dakota County in the amount of
$34,708.55 was made by Jacob, seconded by
Friedrich.  All voting in favor, none opposed,
motion passed 5:0.   
City Ordinances
We have been working on revising and up-
dating our city codes since last Fall.  Our
counsel prepared a Frequently Asked Ques-
tions page which will be put on our website.
We updated our zoning codes and zoning
map.  Mayor Jacob opened the public hear-
ing at 7:47 p.m. on our zoning ordinances for
questions and public comment.  It was asked
what is the process to change the zoning on a
property once this is approve.  They would
have to have a public hearing and it we would
decide if it fits into our comprehensive plan.
We would make a decision based on the le-
galities.  Our comprehensive plan is updated
every 10 years and our 2040 Comprehensive
Plan was just approved in September 2022.
Being no further comments or questions, the
public hearing was closed.  
Motion to approve Ordinance 23-02 Re-
pealing and Replacing the Randolph City
Code and Zoning Map was made by
Friedrich, seconded by Jacob.  All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0. 
Motion to approve Resolution 23-11 Ap-
pointing Individuals to Positions Consistent
with the new City Code was made by
Friedrich, seconded by Jacob.  All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0. 
Our legal counsel recommended that since
the new Adult Cannabis law has passed that
we have the ability to adopt a moratorium ef-
fective until January 1, 2025 which is when
they will start the licensing process for retails.
This will give us time to figure out what is
happening.  If there is a sufficient number of
retailers registered in the county the quota
may be filled so we won’t have to approve
one.  $500 is the maximum that will be al-
lowed to be charged.  We could set a public
hearing to adopt a moratorium.  Korine will
send Mary the information to do this.  
Bolton & Menk Sewer Update
The first construction newsletter went out.
They also had an open house tonight and it
was a very good turnout.  They also did an
email blast for the open house meeting so if
you are signed up for that you should have
received one.  Once construction starts you
will see them more frequently.  They are typ-
ically sent out on Friday.  John Andres is with
Bolton & Menk and he will be on site every
day during the project.  We will start to see
equipment being delivered and they will be
putting up road closure signs.  They are co-
ordinating with the fire department so they
are able to get their equipment out or moved
when needed.  
Lastly, the last contract was through the
final design, so they have a proposal for their
services for the construction phase.  This pro-

posal is for 2023 through 2024, which in-
cludes surveying, material testing that has to
be done, as-built survey - after the construc-
tion is done, the project closeout, and the
funding draws – they will fill out the paper-
work (this is not reimbursable from the
bond).  The amendment is for $705,756 and
it will take us through the project.  
The land is in the court process as the emi-
nent domain petition has been filed.  We will
ownership on August 28, 2023.  We have pos-
session of the land on that date.  We will have
to deposit the money for the land with the
court in mid-August.  
It was asked talked about the temporary
water lines and how the billing the residences
during this time since they will not be hooked
up through the meters.  It was indicated that
it is usually billed at last years rate during the
same time period.  
Motion for an Amendment to the original
Bolton & Menk contract in the amount of
$705,756 was made by Jacob, seconded by
Haro.  All voting in favor, none opposed, mo-
tion passed 5:0. 
Council Reports
Tony asked about hooking up to the sewer if
you don’t have a failed system.  Is there any-
thing in the ordinances if you sell a home that
you would have to hook up to it.  If it passes
inspection, you do not have to hook up to it
but you are can if you want to. Any new de-
velopments will have to hook up to it as long
as the system is available to them.   
It was noted that the AC is not working in
City Hall.  Clerk Haro is working on getting
this repaired.  We should look at the cost and
she if it should be replaced.  
Friedrich talked about the potholes on 290th
Street and asked if there were any other areas
that needed to be filled. 
Mayor Jacob talked Sam about mowing and
he indicated that since it is so dry, he recom-
mends not mowing at this time as it will
wreck the grass.  At this time, we recom-
mended that he mow around the fence at the
holding pond.  Marie will talk to him about
mowing that. 
Clerk Haro indicated that she talked to the
Otte’s and asked that they mow inside the
holding pond. She also asked about the lot
next to Reed that the school owns and Marie
indicated that she will talk to Mr. Kelley
about getting it mowed.  
Marie indicated that she thanked the teach-
ers for the mulch project that was done.  The
teachers said to keep in mind any projects for
next year that they could work on.  They
would like to stay in the community. 
It was noted that someone has a rooster in
town.  Apparently, it was a senior prank but
we need to talk to the person to tell them they
are not allowed and that they need to move it
out of city limits. 
Mayor Jacob indicated she will volunteer to
attend the meeting regarding the public safety
concerns at Celt’s on June 27th.  If we have
more than two attend, then we need to post it.
Councilmember Friedrich indicated that he
will also attend.  
Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by
Jacob, seconded by Friedrich, the meeting
was adjourned at 8:49 p.m.  All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0. 
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Haro

Hampton City Council Meeting
June 13, 2023
(continued from page 16)

all of the gambling funds we receive from the
fire department are to go into that account.   
Sandy also noted that she will pay Tony
Price for the special meeting with next
month’s bills.  
There was a question regarding the invoice
for mowing which was thought to be $640
per month but the contract indicates $160 per
week or $640 per month.  
Motion to approve the payment of bills as
presented was made by Jacob, and seconded
by Haro.  All voting in favor, none opposed,
motion passed 4:0.  Friedrich abstained from
vote due to the fact that he purchased sup-
plies in the amount of $343.30 to fill potholes
and submitted it for payment but he only sub-
mitted the invoice for supplies and not his
time.  
Old Business: None
New Business
Bryce Pressnall – Water Tower
Bryce received a phone call from the water
tower that there was a Zone 5 problem.  Ap-
parently, the breaker head tripped so there
was no power so he called an electrician
(McGrath Electrical) who came immediately.
He noted that the tank was about half full so
it was not an immediate problem but still
needed to be dealt with quickly.  
Bryce noted it was the VFP control which
turns the pumps on and off.  He didn’t know
at first what caused it but was later told there
was a power surge in the city and this may
have been the cause of it.  McGrath told him
that a surge will affect the VFP control.  The
VFP is junk and “we are babysitting it”.  We
have a controller that is old school and be-
cause of COVID we are having trouble get-
ting the parts.  A soft start was put in to get it
working.  It was noted that this may be cov-
ered by insurance and we should check on
that.  
It was asked if there is a surge protector in
the panel and Bryce didn’t know if there is
one but indicated that is important that there
needs to be one.  It was also asked if we can
just put ai meter starter which would be less
expensive and more reliable. Bryce also
noted another item is we should update or re-
place the Small Call (that is what calls Bryce
when there is a problem).  It is a 1970’s
model and batteries are corroded so they
can’t be replaced.  It still works at the present
time but he’s does not know how much
longer it will continue to work.  Bryce will
look into this and keep us updated.  Matt
asked that Bryce reach out to him as he
would like to see the lift station on the same
system and to have Bryce also get the call for
it as a backup person.  
Denial of Variance 
Eric and Michelle Brochman had applied
for a variance for their garage last month and
the public hearing was held but during the
discussion it was noted that he would meet
the setbacks since he moved the building to
the east therefore did not need a variance so
we denied his request.  
A motion to deny the variance application
of Eric and Michelle Brochman and approve
Resolution 23-09 Adopting Findings of Fact
and Reasons for Denial for the Variance Re-
quest for a Setback from the side yard for the
property located at 4315 292nd Street East,
Randolph, Minnesota, was made by
Friedrich, seconded by Carlock.  All voting
in favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0.  
Lot Split for Acre Real Estate Holdings,
LLC
Acre Real Estate Holdings, LLC asked for
approval for the land that they purchased and
recently had rezoned to limited industrial be
split into two separate parcels.  We see no
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By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:
Fireworks

Fireworks are my favorite part of the 4th
of July celebration. The large burst of glit-
tering colorful explosions soaring up into
the sky are always breathtaking; and ex-
tremely loud.
I’ve watched fireworks displays in a cou-
ple of different ways over the years. I’ve
had years where we’ve watched them go
off over the lake. One where they were set
off on the porch while we were on that
same porch. And others where I saw the
whole display through the lens of my cam-
era which was a lot less exciting than
watching them without looking through
the small viewfinder. 
Back when I lived in southern Missouri I

was able to watch fireworks while driving
home . Mainly because unlike Minnesota
Missouri has much looser laws around fire-
works. Meaning that people in the city
could just set off as many of whatever kind
that they wanted off in their yards; includ-
ing some that if seen in Minnesota would
have come from Wisconsin. 
Driving through people setting off fire-
works left and right is both really cool and
really scary at the same time. It’s amazing
because you’re just surrounded by a mas-
sive display of explosions causing the sky
to be constantly lit by colorful sparks.
Which is also scary because you are sur-
rounded by a massive display of explo-
sions that can make it hard to drive as the
sky is in a constant state of being blind-
ingly  bright then suddenly dark for half a
second.  This is an experience that I have
only ever experienced in Missouri.
The last two years I have watched the
fireworks from my Twin Cities apartment
which is definitely a different experience.
Mainly due to there being far less on offi-
cial firework displays going on in the mid-
dle of a Minnesota city then there are in the
middle of one in Missouri. There were a
couple of people setting them off at home
far off in the distance that I could kind of
see from my window and a couple glimpse
from the official displays in the park.

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
Model Rockets

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

Most of us who grew up in the 50’s and 60’s
were fascinated with rockets. From the sci-fi
shows and movies, to JFK promising to put a
man on the moon, it seemed like such an ex-
citing future.
Somewhere in the late 50’s model rockets
became popular. They consisted of a card-
board tube and a dry fuel rocket engine. A
balsa wood nose cone at the top and three or
four fins on the base that you could paint to
look really cool. The nose cone was attached
to the main rocket body and a parachute.
When the rocket engine was done burning it
would ignite a charge that blew the nose cone
off and a parachute allowed it to float back
to earth gracefully. In theory you could
repack the chute, replace the spent engine
and launch it again for hours of fun. That was
the point where, theory and practice parted
ways.
My friend Jim Engvall was the first I re-
member to get into model rockets. One day
in Mr. Wavra’s science class we all hiked out
to the football field and set up the rocket
launcher. It was a textbook launch. A lantern
battery was connected to the launch button
and the launch pad. A small gauge wire was
folded in half and inserted into the rocket en-
gines with alligator clamps to energize the ig-
nitor. A second or two after the launch button
was pressed a flame shot out of the tail of the
rocket and away it went. Straight up until it
flamed out, and then a poof of smoke and the
chute deployed. It slowly drifted back to
earth. Unfortunately, there was a strong wind
out of the west a few hundred feet above terra
firma and we all watched the rocket come
back to earth and disappear somewhere to the
east of the rail road tracks, at least a half mile
from where we were standing. Mitch Freder-
ick and I got permission to take the next hour,
which was our study hall, to go looking for
the wayward rocket. We never found it but
we did get to skip an hour of school, so that
was a definite plus for us.
I was hooked so I ordered some model
rocket kits and engines from Estes Model
Rocket company in Colorado. They had a
great catalog of every style of rocket one
could imagine. This was the year of the moon
landing and they sold a great Saturn V rocket,
complete with three stages. At halftime dur-
ing a bowl game at the Houston Astrodome
on December 31, 1969 they launched one of

these in front of a sold-out college football
crowd. It was perfect, the rocket performed
flawlessly and deployed the chute right
under the top of the dome, slowly returning
to earth buoyed by the parachute.
My mother wasn’t quite as keen to the idea
of me launching rockets though. I built and
painted the rockets and stored them in my
bedroom. Most of my rockets were single
use, never surviving their maiden flight. I re-
call we found one hanging from a tree in the
wood while we were squirrel hunting in the
fall. My mom finally told me I had to store
the rocket engines outside in the farm shop.
I guess she had trepidation about me storing
rocket fuel in my bedroom.
So, one day my friend Gary Runner was
over and we were thinking up things to do
for fun. Launching a rocket seemed like the
thing to do. We thought if we launched it out
in the field, we could avoid any trees on re-
entry. But we discovered that model rocket
engines were sensitive to humidity in the
farm shop and the little lantern battery would
not ignite the engine. So, I got the John
Deere with a 24volt battery system and
enough amps to fry anything. We stuck a
17gauge electric fence wire into the engine
and connected directly to the tractor battery
terminals.  Model rocket engines which have
been impacted by moisture do not burn as
uniformly as intended and when that bird
took off it was not tracking the way I ex-
pected. In fact, before it got fifty feet in the
air the rocket made and arc and headed back
toward us like a boomerang. Gary and I dove
for cover. The rocket hit the dirt and burned
out before our eyes. My space dreams were
crushed and I figured it would be safer if I
stuck with farming.

 Share Your Picture and Win!
 We are starting a contest of the best picture 
 to encapsulate or represent your community 

 and each issue will be selecting the best 
 submissions for publication in the

 Messenger and online.
 All you have to do is send us a picture that you 

 take and you could be a winner!

 E-mail the picture and photo description 
 to: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 1st Place Prize

 Each Month Will 

 Receive a

 $25.00 Gift Card to a 

 Local Restaurant!
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SUDOKU ANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!
News, Photos, Events...

Email your news to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: INDEPENDENCE DAY 
ACROSS
1. Kind of illusion
6. Perched
9. Island near Java
13. Old West pack animal
14. False statement
15. Opposite of atonal
16. Hailing from the East
17. Supply with weapons
18. "____ death do us part"
19. *Frank
21. *Popular celebratory get-together
23. Many, many years
24. Scott Hamilton's "court"
25. Gross National Product
28. Abundant
30. Bantoid language
35. Bakery unit
37. Cutlass maker
39. Two in eighteen
40. Milk's favorite cookie
41. Muslim ruler honorific
43. Hyperbolic sine
44. Iranian money, pl.
46. Nancy Sinatra's boots
47. Fill to satisfaction
48. *Certain Doodle
50. Argo's propellers
52. Feather glue
53. Give temporarily
55. Porridge grain
57. *Roman firework
60. *"The Star-Spangled Banner"
63. Opposite of neo-
64. Glass margin
66. Continental money, pl.
68. Opposite of #17 Across
69. Go for the gold
70. "Silas Marner" author
71. Mexican money
72. Not yang
73. Down and out

DOWN
1. ____ constrictor, anagram
2. Word on a door
3. Duet plus one
4. Angry
5. Large California bird
6. Smelting waste
7. Stuff of inflation
8. Adagio and allegro, e.g.
9. German city on Rhine river
10. Con
11. Not of the cloth
12. Down with a bug
15. ____ someone ____ bed
20. Satirical publication, with The
22. Calligrapher's purchase
24. *"From the ____ forest to the Gulf Stream waters"
25. *Old ____
26. Waterwheel
27. Hymn of praise
29. *Popular decoration
31. *"Rockin' in the USA" band
32. Certain church member
33. Yiddish busybody
34. Theater guide
36. Kind of rock
38. Heroic tale
42. B on Mendeleev's table
45. "Where ____ is heard a discouraging word..."
49. Sushi restaurant staple
51. Shiny cotton
54. High-strung
56. Car rack manufacturer
57. Charlie Chaplin's prop
58. "Oh, my!"
59. Agrippina's slayer
60. "I'll second that"
61. Great Lake
62. State of mind
63. One in a litter
65. *King George ____
67. Farm structure
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 You know us.  We know you.

 C ASTLE  R OCK  B ANK
 HOURS: 7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM WEEKDAYS

 RANDOLPH
 507.403.2777

 CASTLE ROCK
 651.463.7590

 FARMINGTON
 651.463.4014

 www.castlerockbank.net

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
 The 55th Annual

 CHICKEN BBQ

 22002233!! 22002233!! 2023!
 CHICKEN SERVED FROM  3PM-8PM

 STREET DANCE STARTS AT
 8PM-MIDNIGHT

 IS SCHEDULED FOR
 AUGUST 19TH AUGUST 19TH




