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Announcements
• Randolph Food Shelf located at
St. Mark's Church 28595 Randolph
Blvd. Monthly Open Hours: 1st Tues-
day 8:00 - 9:30 am; 2nd, 3rd, 4th Tues-
days 4:30 - 6:00 pm. Questions call
(507) 263-9182.
• Lunch Bunch is a group of RHS
Alumni that meets at 11 a.m. the third
Monday of the month for lunch at Lit-
tle Oscar’s. All alumni and friends are
invited to join us.

Do you have an announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Join Us for
 Father’s 

 Day
 Sunday, June 18 th

New Trier, MN 55031  •  651-437-5618
 Hours: Sunday Breakfast Served 8:30a.m. until Noon

 Open until 8:00p.m.
 Closed Mondays; Tuesday-Saturday 11:00a.m.-8:00p.m.

Katie RadmanWins
MFBF FFA Discussion
Meet
EAGAN, Minn. –
Katie Radman of
the Randolph FFA
chapter is the win-
ner of the Min-
nesota State FFA
Discussion Meet,
sponsored by the
MFBF Young
Farmers and
Ranchers Commit-
tee and Minnesota
Farm Bureau
Foundation.
For winning the competition, Radman re-
ceived a plaque presented by MFBF Leader-
ship Coordinator Rachael Peterson, and a
scholarship to either attend the National FFA
Washington D.C. Leadership Conference or
to use to further her education.

(continued on page 5)

Randolph Class of 2023 Community Service Day

Thank you to Randolph Class of 2023 and their advisors Rich Qualey and Sara Wagner.
For their community service day they hauled and spread 5 pallets of rubber mulch at
Fireman’s Park. Courtesy of Randolph MN Facebook Community Page

Surrounded by their
'sea of orange,’
experienced Randolph
seeking state softball
title
Courtesy of Rochester Post Bulletin
RANDOLPH— It’s not difficult to find the
Randolph softball supporters, even in the
zoo that is Caswell Park at state tournament
time.
For starters, the number stands out.
One would think the whole town was there
as they fill the stands and sprawl out down
one of the baselines.
And they all wear bright, neon-like orange
and make a world of difference.

(continued on page 6)

The Randolph Area Historical Society
began the construction on their new building
in Randolph with the walls and roof going
up.
Here is the April update from Wade Mur-
ray on the project.
The Randolph Area Historical Society
(RAHS) is a small historical society in Ran-
dolph, MN established in August of 2000
that is dedicated to preserving our local his-

Randolph Area Historical Society Building
Construction Progresses

Construction progresses on the new Ran-
dolph Historical Society building.

(Staff Photo May 23, 2023)

tory. We represent the following townships
in Dakota and Goodhue County: Randolph,
Stanton, Waterford, Castle Rock, Hampton
and New Trier. The RAHS is a 501c3 regis-
tered with the IRS & Secretary of State.

(continued on page 10)
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The Gospel, the Power of God
 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God 

 that brings salvation to everyone who believes. .
 —  Romans 1:16

 Paul was preparing to visit Rome, the capital of the empire. He 
 was on his way to Jerusalem to bring the poverty-stricken people 
 there a generous gift. From Corinth he wrote his most robust 
 letter, which we now call the book of Romans—and already here 
 in the prologue, he has made a most audacious statement: “I am 
 not ashamed of the gospel. . . .” Paul felt indebted to the gospel—
 the good news of Jesus. He was ready to preach the gospel, and 
 he was not ashamed of it.

 Paul was not ashamed of the gospel even though he was 
 arrested and flogged and stoned nearly to death because of it. Paul 
 was not ashamed because the gospel is “the power of God that 
 brings salvation to every?one who believes” in Christ as Lord and 
 Savior. The gospel is God’s power for salvation. And this power 
 is available for all who believe. It doesn’t matter what people or 
 nation they come from. What matters is that they believe.

 The door of salvation is open in Christ. Behold the power of the 
 gospel!

 Lord, thank for giving us the gospel, the good news of Jesus, 
 with its power for all who believe. Thank you for your grace and 
 mercy in sending Jesus so that we can be saved to new life in 
 you. May we live by faith in you, knowing that we never need to 
 be ashamed because of you. In Jesus, Amen.

23280 Main Street, Hampton
 (651) 437-9535

 300 West Main Street
 Cannon Falls

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
RANDOLPH BAPTIST CHURCH

29020 Dawson Avenue in the heart of Randolph 
 (adjacent to Randolph Public School grounds).

 Sunday School 9:00a.m.
 (children, teen, and adult classes)

 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.
 Jesus and Me (JAM) Kids Club 3:00-5:00p.m.

 first and second Wednesday of the school month.
 Pastor Dennis Ingolfsland

 Questions?  Call church office 507-663-1437

CHRIST UMC

Rev. Thomas Countryman
 29470 Gaylord Ave., Cannon Falls

 507-757-8043
 www.christunitedmethodist.org

 Sunday Worship 8:30a.m.
 Sunday School 8:30a.m.

STANTON UMC

Reverend Thomas Countryman
 1020 Hwy. 19 Blvd., Stanton • 507-263-4063

 www.stantonunitedmethodist.org
 Sunday Worship at 10:15a.m.

ST. MARK’S 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH

28595 Randolph Blvd.
 www.stmarksrandolph.com

 Pastor Lue Moua
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. & on Facebook

 Bible Study Tuesdays at 9:00a.m.
 & 1st Wednesday at 11:00a.m.

 WELCA 1st Wednesday at 10:00a.m.
 Questions?  Call 507-263-9182

ST. MATHIAS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
 HAMPTON

stmathias-hampton.com
 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass
 7:30a.m. Monday Mass

 Questions? Call Mon..-Friday 651-437-9030

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, NEW TRIER
stmarys-newtrier.com
 8:00a.m. Sunday Mass
 7:30a.m. Friday Mass

 Questions? Call Mon..-Friday 651-437-9030

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
 CASTLE ROCK

9:00 a.m. Worship Service, Coffee After
 10:15 a.m. Sunday School

 Questions?  Call 507-645-0042

Excuses- we’ve all heard some remarkable
ones over the years- especially if you are in
any type of position of authority.We have ex-
cuses for being late, for losing homework, for
forgetting birthdays, for most everything! I’m
not sure if it would be teachers or insurance
companies who have heard the most creative
excuses- but here is a list compiled by Read-
ers Digest from actual insurance company re-
ports: 10 Bizarre Excuses for a car accident:
• “I pulled away from the side of the road,
glanced at my mother-in-law, and headed
over the embankment.”
• “The other car collided with mine without
giving me warning of its intention.”
• “I was sure the old fellow would never
make it to the other side of the road when I
struck him.”
• “Going to work at 7:00 this morning I
drove out of my driveway straight into a bus.
The bus was 5 minutes early.”
• “My car was legally parked as it backed
into another vehicle.”
• “I didn’t think the speed limit applied after
midnight.”
• “Windshield broken. Cause unknown.
Probably voodoo.”
• “I started to slow down, but the traffic was
more stationary than I thought.”

• “I knew the dog was possessive about the
car, but I would not have asked her to drive
it if I thought there was any risk.”
• “No one was to blame for the accident,
but it would never have happened if the
other driver had been alert.”
We laugh at these excuses! Sadly, many
of us are guilty of having excuses for things
that we don’t want to do, places or people
we don’t want to see, and we even have ex-
cuses for our lack of growth in our faith. So
many excuses—so little time to use them all.
Jesus knew all the excuses. Of course, the
excuses used in the 1st century are a bit dif-
ferent than those used today- but people
have had excuses for their lack of commit-
ment to God since the beginning. Jesus is
teaching the crowds in Luke 14, and he
shares a parable addressing some of those
excuses and their implications to one’s faith
and future. Luke 14:15-21
The people of Israel – the Jewish people
had ALL been invited to the great banquet.
The master of this banquet wanted to have a
huge feast and to have all the places at the
table full. He had enough for all those in-
vited.
The servant goes out and lets those that
were invited know it’s time. But instead of
grabbing their coats, or their dates, they give
lame excuses. Not even creative or good ex-
cuses. The first person says, I bought some
land- and I need to look at it. Crazy! Even
if he had bought some land- he had probably
already looked at it before he purchased it
and if he hadn’t... that land would have still
been in the same place the next day- but this
guy just wasn’t interested- ‘I have more im-
portant things to do than go to your banquet.
I have my own plans, my own way to live
and I’m comfortable just staying put.’
The second guy had just bout some oxen-
he had bought 10 oxen and hadn’t tried them
out… not a very smart farmer! If you are
buying animals to work together in your
fields- you would make sure they could
work in a yoke together before you pur-

chased them. Again, another flimsy excuse
that even the servant of the Master saw
through. Again, the lure of the things of this
life are far more important than God’s call
to the people of Israel. They are comfort-
able and they like the way things are- they
have no interest in attending the banquet that
the man had prepared for them.
Lastly there was a guest whose excuse was
that he was recently married and couldn’t
come. I’m sure that his wife would have
joined him in this great feast! But again, this
banquet didn’t interest him. He had better,
more important things to do- or so he
thought.
The guests- the people of Israel were very
comfortable the way they were. They had no
desire to change. Jesus said- I’m here and
the feast is ready! But when Jesus came,
they rejected Him. They ignored Him, they
persecuted Him. They would only attend
this banquet on their own terms or not at all.
Their possessions and position were more
important than answering the call to come
to supper.
Are we guilty of putting our plans and our
timeline ahead of God’s plans for us?When
Jesus says, come aside and let’s eat- do we
say, ‘just a minute- I’ve got to finish this?’
Do we put off our faith for a more conven-
ient time? Do we begin to make excuses to
why we can’t possibly be expected to come
right now!
When the servant returns and tells the man
putting on the banquet- they guy is
ANGRY!!! He has all this food, all this stuff
prepared, and no one is coming. Well, for-
get those guys… instead go out and invite
everyone you see! Invite those people that
are the less fortunate, the forgotten, the ‘un-
clean’ and unimportant in the eyes of the
Pharisees and religious leaders. The master
is not satisfied with a partially full banquet
hall; he wants every place at the table to be
filled.
The servant went out even farther- find
anyone you can to come and join the dinner-

Come to
the Table

there is room for anyone that accepts the in-
vitation to come and partake of the banquet.
The new guests can hardly believe that they
have been included! They accept the invita-
tion and fill the banquet table. This is where
we come in- this is referred to as the ‘calling
of the gentiles- and the church is full of
them!!!
Many come to the banquet- AND there is
still room!!!
• The meal is prepared for those that are
thankful to be invited.
• The poor and humble are welcome.
• The least likely often benefit the most.
• We- the servants- must be quick and per-
sistent to invite all that we can
• There is still room for more!
• One day Christ’s house will be filled!
“God isn’t willing that any should perish,”
2 Peter 3:9. “Everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved,” Romans 10:13.
We are to go and tell. The followers of
Jesus are the servants that are to invite those
along the road- everyone, everywhere- to this
great banquet.
The Table is ready- and you have an invita-
tion- are you coming?
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Obituaries

4451 Upper 291st St. E, Randolph, MN 55065
 507-263-7000

 Randy Linnell,  Owner
 Email: Randy@BigRServiceCenter.com

• Tires  • Alignments
 • 4x4  • Transmission
 • Engine  • Brakes
 • Suspension  • Diagnostics
 • Trailer

 FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
 DIFFERENTIAL REBUILDING

For The Quality & Honesty You Deserve!
 Check out our website - tnprservices.com

Real Estate Sales & Leasing
 300 Oak Street, Farmington, MN 55024

Top Notch Properties
 & Realty Services

651-460-6674

Eric Ruud 
 Owner/Broker
 612-245-4382

Kim Rademacher
 Salesperson
 651-245-1800

Jeanne Werner
 Salesperson
 612-328-1893

Tony VanDeSteeg
 Salesperson
 651-336-7257

Gary D. Anderson
Gary D. Anderson, age 82, of Randolph,

died Tuesday, April
25, 2023, at his
niece’s home in
Hastings.
Gary DuaneAnder-
son was born on June
1, 1940, in Pumpkin
Hollow, the son of
Douglas and Irene
(Kolstad) Anderson.
He grew up in Ran-
dolph and went to

country school in High Prairie. The family
moved to Randolph and then to Centura,Wis-
consin. At the age of 16, Gary left school to
become a mink rancher and a farmer. He re-
tired around twenty years ago. Gary enjoyed
going to auctions, estate sales, and collecting
antiques. Other enjoyments included going to
casinos, riding and caring for horses, and eat-
ing lutefisk and lefse. Although a very frugal
man, Gary was known to be very generous
with his family and friends. He will best be
remembered as a gentle soul.
Survivors include his sisters, Verone
Mortenson and Durene Mies; his brother,
Larry Anderson; nieces and nephews, Candy
(Lee) Volkert, Scott (Kim Sydnes) Mortenson,
Todd (Mary) Haro, Troy Haro, Nicole Mies
Anderson, William (Jody) Mies, andAutumn
(Derrick) Lehrke; and several great-nieces
and great-nephews. Gary was preceded in
death by his parents.
Funeral services were held at 11:00 am on
Saturday, April 29, at St. Mark’s Lutheran

Church, 28595 Randolph Blvd, Randolph,
MN 55065. There was a visitation at the
church one hour prior to the service. Inter-
ment was at the Cannon Falls Cemetery.

Jeff Irrthum
Jeff Irrthum, age 60, of Eagan, Minnesota,

died early Sunday,
April 23, 2023 at
Regions Hospital,
St. Paul, Minnesota.
Jeffrey Herbert Ir-
rthum was born in
Cannon Falls, Min-
nesota on November
10th, 1962, the old-
est child of Gerald
and Mary Irrthum
(Nicolai). He grew

up in Hampton, Minnesota and later moved
to the family farm outside Randolph, Min-
nesota. He attended St. Mathias Elementary
School and graduated from Randolph High
School with the class of 1981. He graduated
from Normandale Community College with
a degree in Hospitality Management. Jeff met
his future wife, Leslie Pickerign, in high
school, and they married on June 23, 1984.
Jeff endured health problems his entire life;
most were annoying, some were life-threat-
ening, and several were obscure or rare. He
always survived. He had more lives than a
cat. He accepted his situation without com-
plaint and continued to experience life, even
when illness left him lethargic or in pain.
Jeff was the loudest voice in the room. He
often could be heard telling a joke (some-

times inappropriate) or sharing a story (usu-
ally exaggerated). Most people enjoyed his
humor, and all valued his company. He par-
ticipated in and followed many sports. He
was an active golfer, a youth coach, and a
passionate Minnesota Vikings football and
University of Minnesota Golden Gopher
hockey fan. All genres of music excited Jeff,
and he entertained (or annoyed) his family
with music trivia.
He was a beloved and loving son, husband,
father, and brother, and was a loyal friend,
classmate, teammate and neighbor.
Survivors include wife Leslie, son Chaz Ir-
rthum, and daughter Cayla (Matt) Kucera. He
was known as grandpa, baka, and papa to
Riley and Rori Irrthum and Weston Kucera.
He is also survived by mother, Mary Irrthum,
sister Jeralyn (Gregg Radecki) Irrthum,
brother Jeremy (Kristin Scott) Irrthum, as
well as many, many, nieces, nephews,
cousins, and in-laws.
Jeff was preceded in death by his father,
Gerald Irrthum, infant brother James, mater-
nal grandparents Irene and Herb Nicolai, and
paternal grandparents Gertrude and John Ir-
rthum.
Jeff’s family is grateful to the hundreds of
nurses and doctors who comforted him dur-
ing his frequent extended hospital stays.
Special gratitude to the dedicated and skilled
staff at Regions Hospital.
Visitation was on Wednesday, May 17,
2023, from 5-8:00 pm at Lundberg Funeral
Home, 5839 Hwy 19 Blvd, Cannon Falls,
MN 55009.

James Phillip Otto
James Phillip Otto was born one of twelve

children to Nicholas
and Elizabeth (Hu-
bert) Otto in Dou-
glas Township,
Dakota County, MN
onMay 1, 1934. He
grew up in rural
New Trier and at-
tended St. Mary’s
Catholic School.
Jim married Donna
Falk on June 28,

1958, and they raised five children together.
Jim worked on the railroad for six years,
and for most of his life, was a heavy equip-

ment operator. He was a proud member of
the Operating Engineers Local #49. In his re-
tirement, he loved working on his hobby
farm. His passion for his draft horses and cat-
tle made for the best farm life! He also en-
joyed visiting Amish farms and a good hand
of Euchre.
On Saturday evening, April 29, 2023, Jim
joined his beloved wife of 60 years in eter-
nal life. He will be remembered for his quick
wit and warm, mischievous smile.
He was preceded in death by his parents;
his wife, Donna; infant son, Timothy; and
siblings, Marie Lorentz, Betty Rother, Dick,
Nick, John, Harold, Ray, Bill, Leo, and
George.
He is survived by children, Gery (Debbie)
of Hastings, James (Sara) of Cannon Falls,
Susan (Joe) O’Gorman of Cannon Falls,
Richard (Terry) of Hampton, and Randal
(Tammy) of Hastings; 12 grandchildren and
15 great-grandchildren; brother, Joe Otto;
and many nieces, nephews, and cousins.
A funeral mass was held on Saturday, May
13 at 11:00am, with visitation from 10:00-
11:00am, at St. Pius V Catholic Church, Can-
non Falls. A private family interment was at
the church cemetery. Urn bearers were his
grandchildren.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred
to donor’s choice in memory of Jim.
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Randolph Clay Target

Share Your Good News!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or birth announcement.
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Competition week 2 Scores: 4/25-4/26
Top Overall

Cooper Maras 47/50
Milar Krech 45/50
Will May 45/50
Jon Roehl 44/50

Kylan Goering Barry 43/50
Top 3 Girl Shooters
Jocelyn Zingler 42/50
Katelyn Hare 33/50
Ruby Timm 32/50

Round 1 Top Shooter:
Jon Roehl 25/25

(Cooper Maras close with 24/25)
Round 2 Top Shooter:
All shooting 23/25

Cooper Maras, Milar Krech, Carter Kunz,
Riggs Kosir

WEEK 3 SCORES : 05/2-5/3
TOP SHOOTERS
Jon Roehl 46/50

Tayven Geiger 43/50
Mason Farrington 42/50

Will May 42/50
Jojo Zingler 42/50

40+ SHOOTERS (TOP SHOOTER
LISTAND THESE SHOOTERS)

Gavin Ruud 41/50
Kylan Goering Barry 40/50
Vance Heidenreich 40/50
Milar Krech 40/50
Jon Simon 40/50
Tyler Splichal 40/50
Jonathon Toledo 40/50

Round 1 Top Shooter: Jon Roehl 24/25
(Tyler Splichal close 23)

Round 2 Top Shooter: All shooting
22/25 : Jon Roehl, Tayven Geiger, and

Will May
Top Girl Shooters:
Jojo Zingler 42/50
Katelyn Hare 34/50

Congratulations to Randolph Sophomore
Jon Roehl on shooting his 1st 25/25 during
competition week 2.

WEEK 4 Scores: 05/09-5/10
TOPOVERALL

Vance Heindenrich and Gavin Ruud 46/50
Jonathon Toledo 44/50
Carter Kunz 42/50

Tyler Splichal and Jocelyn Zingler 41/50
Tayven Geiger and Jon Roehl 40/50

TOP 3 GIRLS
Jocelyn Zingler 41/50
Ruby Timm 32/50
Katelyn Hare 28/50

ROUND 1 TOP SHOOTER : ALL SHOOTING 23/25
Vance Heindenrich, Gavin Ruud, Jonathon Toledo

ROUND 2 TOP SHOOTER : ALL SHOOTING 23/25
Vance Heindenrich and Gavin Ruud

WEEK 5 Competition SCORES
TOPOVERALL SHOOTERS

Carter Kunz 44/50
Vance Heindenrich 43/50
Breckan Zimmer 41/50
Jocelyn Zingler 41/50
Jon Roehl 40/50

Preston Wernimont 40/50
TOP 3 GIRLS

Jocelyn Zingler 41/50
Katelyn Hare 35/50
Ruby Timm 30/50

Round 1 Top Shooter: Vance Heindenrich 22/25
Round 2 Top Shooter: Preston Wernimont 24/25 (personal best)
Carter Kunz and Gavin Ruud close behind both shooting 23/25

(additional picture at www.randolphmn.com)

Coach Chris Emerson shooting one last time with 2 of the 3 seniors, for their last
time. Coach Chris shot 25/25. Left to Right Owen Brochman, Coach Chris Emer-
son, and Tyler Splichal.



Randolph School
May, 2023 Page 5- RANDOLPH-HAMPTON-CASTLE ROCK MESSENGER -

Katie RadmanWins MFBF FFA Discussion Meet
(continued from page 1)
Finishing second was Joe Dagel of the Rus-
sell-Tyler-Ruthon FFA chapter. He also re-
ceived a scholarship to either attend the
National FFA Washington D.C. Leadership
Conference or to use to further her education.
“The Discussion Meet is just one way that
Farm Bureau works alongside the FFA to de-
velop the next generation of agriculture lead-
ers,” said Peterson. “We are always
impressed with the students taking part in the
competition.”
Also advancing to the final four were Ali-
son Murrell (Braham FFA) and Andrew
Burns (Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop FFA). A
total of fourteen regional winners from across
the state competed in the finals, held on Sun-

day, April 23 as part of the annual Minnesota
State FFA Convention, April 23-25.
The Discussion Meet competition encour-
ages participants to have a conversation about
current agriculture topics. The discussion sim-
ulates a committee meeting with the goal of
finding a solution.

About the Minnesota Farm Bureau
Federation

To ensure Minnesota’s agricultural vitality,
the Minnesota Farm Bureau amplifies its
members’ voices through engagement, grass-
roots advocacy and agricultural awareness.
Learn more about our efforts as an advocate
for our nearly 30,000 members and 78 county
Farm Bureaus at www.fbmn.org.

We had six 5th and 6th grade students attend the SEMBDA First and Second Year Band
Festival in Lake City. Pictured above are our 2nd year representatives.

Courtesy of Randolph School

SEMBDA First and Second Year Band Festival

You’ve Earned It!
 We’re proud of your dedication

 and achievement, graduates.
 Keep up the great work!

Randolph

 507-263-9114
 29195 Randolph Blvd., Randolph  •   507-263-9114

 Fresh Pizza!
 Call Ahead for Easy Pickup
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Randolph School

DENNISON DAYS
 August 4 & 5, 2023

 Watch for Full schedule at
 dennisondays.org

 Bags Tournament • BBQ Cook Off • 5K Run
 Waffle Breakfast • Car Show • Tractor Pull

 Parade • Bingo • Free Live Music!

 LIVE MUSIC
 FRIDAY NIGHT

 Dariann Leigh
 www.dariannleigh.com

 LIVE MUSIC
 SATURDAY NIGHT
 Wreckless

 www.wrecklessband.com

SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE!

Surrounded by their
'sea of orange,’
experienced

Randolph seeking
state softball title

(continued from page 1)

“Our community really rallies around all of
us,” All-State infielder Carly Kimmes said.
“If we send out a fundraiser, everyone in the
community is sending it to all these other dif-
ferent cities. Everyone's pitching in.And then
coach (Dennis) Trom always loves a sea of
orange. Orange is Randolph’s color and just
seeing our community coming together and
supporting us at all of our games and for the
past couple years that we've been at state,
we're always like 'oh, the sea of orange' and
when other teams see all this orange, they're
like, ‘oh, they're from Randolph,’ because no
other team has like a community like us.”
A young Rockets squad got to witness that
"sea of orange" first-hand after making a
somewhat unexpected run last season.
In fact, coach Dennis Trom wasn’t shy in ad-
mitting he had his own question marks when
it came to an inexperienced squad a year ago.
After all, the team had just lost 10 seniors —
seven starters — that had officially put Ran-
dolph softball on the map with a state title in
2021. That included standout pitcher Morgyn
Otte — a Ms. Softball finalist who now
pitches at Southwest Minnesota State Uni-

versity in Marshall.
Filling her shoes was freshman Carter Ray-
mond — one of many underclassmen who
were expected to fill key roles. So Trom did
his best to temper expectations a bit.
“We weren't real sure what — we knew we
had good kids coming back,” Trom said.
“But we didn't know ... I didn't know how
Carter was going to be on the mound. I did-
n’t know how a bunch of freshman (would
acclimate to the varsity).”
Trom was up front about that with his two
standouts — Kimmes and Raymond. Yet, it
didn’t take long for Kimmes to realize that
her coach had nothing to fear. It turns out this
group was more than ready.
“We started the season off and coach Trom
talked to me and Carter and he was like, 'hey,
we're not sure what we are going to have this
year' and personally I had never really seen
any of these other girls play before for us,”
Kimmes said. “I'm like, 'OK, let's just try our
best this year, whatever happens, happens.'
Nobody was really expecting us to do any-
thing. And all of a sudden, we get two weeks
into the season and I'm like, 'Oh, we could
really be good this year.We could actually go
somewhere.'"
Kimmes’ hunch was right.
The Rockets blew away nearly everyone’s
expectations, capturing another Gopher Con-
ference title en route to the program’s fourth
consecutive trip to the state tournament.
Surrounded by their sea of orange, the young
Rockets surged into the Class A state semifi-
nals, where the young roster stood out to their
competitors.
“We get to the state tournament and one of

Randolph junior Carly Kimmes high-fives coach Dennis Trom after hitting a home run
earlier this season. Kimmes and Randolph are seeking the program's second state title
in three years. Contributed / Rebecca Blonigen, Keri Berquam, Post Bulletin

the opposing coaches goes, ‘What, you have,
like, seven freshmen starting,’” Trom said. “I
said we have six with one sophomore but you
know, he goes whatever you guys are doing
down there with the fountain of youth, I have
to know.”
The Rockets lost a heartbreaker in the Class
A state semifinals as Moose Lake/Willow
River walked it off in the bottom of the sev-
enth for the 3-2 win. Yet, Randolph did
bounce back to place third in a season that

many would have just been happy to win a
few games in the section tournament.
It’s the exact opposite this year.
The expectations have ramped up with Ran-
dolph being ranked No. 1 in Class A in the
Breakdown’s annual preseason high school
softball rankings.At times, this group has felt
the pressure.
"It’s harder this year and just different, espe-
cially when you're ranked number one,”

(continued on page 7)
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Randolph School

1166tthh AAnnnnuuaall1166tthh AAnnnnuuaall16th Annual

RRaannddoollpphh RRoocckkeettss BBoooosstteerr GGoollff TToouurrnnaammeennttRRaannddoollpphh RRoocckkeettss BBoooosstteerr GGoollff TToouurrnnaammeennttRandolph Rockets Booster Golf Tournament
MMoonnddaayy,, JJuunnee 1199,, 22002233MMoonnddaayy,, JJuunnee 1199,, 22002233Monday, June 19, 2023

1100::0000aa..mm.. SShhoottgguunn SSttaarrtt1100::0000aa..mm.. SShhoottgguunn SSttaarrtt10:00a.m. Shotgun Start
GGoopphheerr HHiillllss GGoollff CCoouurrssee 2266115555 NNiiccoollaaii AAvvee..,, CCaannnnoonn FFaallllssGGoopphheerr HHiillllss GGoollff CCoouurrssee 2266115555 NNiiccoollaaii AAvvee..,, CCaannnnoonn FFaallllssGopher Hills Golf Course 26155 Nicolai Ave., Cannon Falls

$$9955 EEnnttrryy FFeeee PPeerr GGoollffeerr,, iiff ppaaiidd bbyy JJuunnee 55tthh$$9955 EEnnttrryy FFeeee PPeerr GGoollffeerr,, iiff ppaaiidd bbyy JJuunnee 55tthh$95 Entry Fee Per Golfer, if paid by June 5th

$$111155 EEnnttrryy FFeeee PPeerr GGoollffeerr,, iiff ppaaiidd aafftteerr JJuunnee 55tthh$$111155 EEnnttrryy FFeeee PPeerr GGoollffeerr,, iiff ppaaiidd aafftteerr JJuunnee 55tthh$115 Entry Fee Per Golfer, if paid after June 5th
FFeeee iinncclluuddeess 1188 hhoolleess,, ggoollff ccaarrtt,, ddrriivviinngg rraannggee && lluunncchhFFeeee iinncclluuddeess 1188 hhoolleess,, ggoollff ccaarrtt,, ddrriivviinngg rraannggee && lluunncchhFee includes 18 holes, golf cart, driving range & lunch

((22002233 RReeggiissttrraattiioonn iiss lliimmiitteedd ttoo 3366 tteeaammss..))((22002233 RReeggiissttrraattiioonn iiss lliimmiitteedd ttoo 3366 tteeaammss..))(2023 Registration is limited to 36 teams.)

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn tthhee ttoouurrnnaammeenntt,, ddoonnaattiioonnssFFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn tthhee ttoouurrnnaammeenntt,, ddoonnaattiioonnssFor more information on the tournament, donations
&& ssppoonnssoorrsshhiipp,, pplleeaassee ccoonnttaacctt::&& ssppoonnssoorrsshhiipp,, pplleeaassee ccoonnttaacctt::& sponsorship, please contact:
bboooosstteerrcclluubb@@ddiissttrriicctt119955..oorrggbboooosstteerrcclluubb@@ddiissttrriicctt119955..oorrggboosterclub@district195.org

Surrounded by their
'sea of orange,’
experienced

Randolph seeking
state softball title

(continued from page 6)

Kimmes said. “Everyone's chasing after you
and I just feel like we're starting to crack
down and be like, ‘OK, let's just focus on one
day at a time. Let's not think about our record.
Let's not think about the rankings. Let's just
focus on us and just do the right thing to the
right place. Just be good people in general and
show everyone that even though we are
ranked number one, we're not going to be
cocky. We're not going to express ourselves.
We're just going to play the game of softball.'”
The Rockets have done just that all season
long.
They are 17-1 with their only loss coming to
ClassAAASt. Anthony Village back on May
6. They have an average margin of victory of
10 runs a game, with an average of 11 runs
scored per game.
Of course, Kimmes has played a large role in
that success.
The junior and Minnesota State University,
Mankato, commit’s numbers are video game-
like. She's hitting .508 with an on-base per-
centage of .556 and an an incredible .600
slugging percentage. She has nine doubles,
three triples and three homers with a team-

best 28 RBIs.
“Carly is the ultimate leadoff hitter,” said
Trom, who recently won his 150th game at
the helm of the Rockets. “She started as a
ninth-grader at shortstop for me and has just
taken off from there. She's just taken over.
She sets the tone for every one of our games.
The other night she stepped up first pitch,
bam, well over over the fence. It sets the tone
for everybody, or she gets a base hit and then
we bunt her to second and she ends up at
third. ... I always kind of pinch myself and
think that she's only a junior and I got her for
another year.
“I don't know if I will ever — I hope, but I
don't know if — I'll ever find a better lead-
off hitter.”
Kimmes is quick to credit her teammates,
though, specifically Raymond, who has put
up her own eye-popping stats in the circle.
The freshman is 17-1, allowing just 14 earned
runs with 173 strikeouts to just seven walks
in 101 innings pitched.
“Carter wants to be one of the top players and
I appreciate that because teams need that, we
need that and teams need to see this Randolph
team have that,” Kimmes said. “She pushes
all of us in practice, but she is just someone
that is very encouraging. She just wants us to
succeed. She wants us to do better than last
year.”
That’s the mission now with their Section 4A
postseason that started last Saturday at Rock-
ford High School, where a sea of orange was
expected.

Randolph junior Carly Kimmes attempts to throw out a base runner during a game ear-
lier this season. Contributed / Rebecca Blonigen, Keri Berquam, Post Bulletin

Randolph sophomore Carter Raymond fires a pitch during a game earlier this season.
Contributed / Rebecca Blonigen, Keri Berquam, Post Bulletin

Congratulations,
 Randolph Class of  2023!

TAKE SOME HOME
 TONIGHT!

Watch Our Facebook Page for Updates!
 - ON/OFF SALE -

 Main Street, Dennison • Phone 507-782-9061
 Bar Open Daily at 11:00 AM

 Current Kitchen Hours: Sunday-Tuesday 12:00 PM-7:00 PM
 Wednesday & Thursday 12:PM AM-8:00 PM

 Friday & Saturday 12:00 PM-9:00 PM

 www.625barandgrill.com

OPEN
MEMORIAL

DAY AT
1:00PM
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WWW.CANNONVALLEYFAIR.ORG

 FFA KIDDIE BARNYARD    CHALK THE WALL    VIDEO GAME TRAILER    KIDS PEDAL PULL    TRUCK PULL
 DAZZLING DAVE YO-YO MASTER    CORY & FRIENDS    AUTO CROSS    KARL ACHILLES ESCAPE INTO MAGIC

 DEMO DERBY    HARNESS HORSE RACING

Gold Star
Amusements

on the
midway!

Rides will run from

1:00pm-10:00pm

JULY 4thGRANDE DAY PARADE11:00am
FIREWORKSSHOW!

Dusk

CANNON VALLEY FAIR   JULY 1-4, 2023
 Cannon Falls, Minnesota

JULY 1st:  THE SHEETROCKERS 8:30 PM       JULY 2nd:  CHICKEN RANCH DUO 8:30 PM

 JULY 3rd:  THE CHUBS 8:30 PM       JULY 4th:  BRYAN ANDERSON 7:00 PM

Randolph School

Congratulations to Avery Gillen-Rexroad, Gradyn Taylor, Max Kuhn, and Taryn Alexon
who competed in the State Speech Tournament! We couldn’t be more proud of the four
of you. You worked so hard throughout this past season, and we look forward to seeing
how you and the rest of our team continue to grow next year! Well done Rockets!

Courtesy of Randolph School

State Speech Tournament

Congratulations to Coach Trom on reaching the 150 win milestone!
Courtesy of Randolph School

Congratulations, Coach Trom
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Randolph School

Free Inspections
 952.222.4004

 www.CapitalMN.com

 Residential & Multi-Family Contractor
 Roofing    Siding    Gutters    Windows

502 Huseth St., Kenyon

 507-789-6321

Toro Time Cutter
 75750

 50” Forged Iron Deck
 23 HP Kawasaki V-twin 726cc Engine

 3 Gallon Fuel Tank
 Foot Operated Deck Height Control

 $3,799.00
 Check out our full line of

 60v Lithium Ion cordless tools 
 and accessories.

 Includes: string trimmers,
 edgers, chainsaws,

 hedge trimmers & more

Newly installed 2023-2024 officers: (Left to Right) Maria Hegland, Mattea Quigley, Liza
Chamberlain, Noah Quigley, Jackson Reuvers, Jack Feldman, Mason Farrington.
We held our annual FFA awards ceremony where we were able to highlight the success of
several of our members! We were also able to highlight the support of both alumni and com-
munity members. Thank you to everyone who was able to join us and a huge thank you to
alumni for preparing the meal afterwards! Courtesy of Randolph School
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Fri, May 5  St. Louis Park  Home  7:30 p.m.  Firehouse Liquor Pocket Schedule Night
 Sun, May 7  Cannon Falls Bears  Home  2 p.m.  Frandsen Bank and Trust Jersey Day
 Fri, May 12  Lyon’s Pub Warriors  Home  7:30 p.m.  90’s Night Presented by Budweiser
 Sun, May 14  at Hastings Hawks  Hastings, Minn.  2 p.m.
 Wed, May 17  Lonsdale Aces  Home  7:30 p.m.  Baseball Jersey Night
 Fri, May 19  Minneapolis Cobras  Home  7:30 p.m.  Scouts Night, Presented by Northfield

 Dundas Pack 300 and Troup 313
 Sun, May 21  Hamel Hawks  Home  2 p.m.  Orange Day
 Wed, May 24  Baseball 365  Home  7:30 p.m.
 Fri, May 26  at Red Wing Aces  Red Wing, Minn.  7:30 p.m.
 Mon, May 29  at Northfield Knights  Northfield, Minn.  2 p.m.
 Wed, May 31  Burnsville Bobcats  Home  7:30 p.m.  Other Sport Jersey Night
 Fri, June 2  Chaska Cubs  Home  7:30 p.m.  Art Fair Night
 Sun, June 4  Miesville Mudhens  Home  2 p.m.  Lawn Games Day
 Wed, June 7  Eagan Bandits  Home  7:30 p.m.  Wednesday Night Family Fun Night
 Fri, June 9  at Cannon Falls Bears  Cannon Falls, Minn.  7:30 p.m.
 Sun, June 11  at Hampton Cardinals  Hampton, Minn.  2 p.m.
 Wed, June 14  St. Paul Windy’s  Home  7:30 p.m.  Wednesday Night Family Fun Night
 Fri, June 16  Elko Express  Home  7:30 p.m.  A Night of Races
 Sun, June 18  Highland Park Beavers  Home  2 p.m.  Reading Day, Presented by Northfield Public Library
 Wed, June 21  Hastings Hawks  Home  7:30 p.m.  Wednesday Night Family Fun Night
 Fri, June 23  Hampton Cardinals  Home  7:30 p.m.  Community Service Night // Food Drive
 Sat, June 24  Waconia Lakers  Home  5 p.m.  Block Party Night
 Sun, June 25  St. Patrick Irish  Home  2 p.m.  Frandsen Bank and Trust Farm Animal and Tractor Day
 Wed, June 28  Red Wing Aces  Home  7:30 p.m.  Wednesday Night Family Fun Night
 Fri, June 30  at Rochester Royals  Rochester, Minn.  7:30 p.m.
 Tue, July 4  Northfield Knights  Home  2 p.m.  Armed Services Appreciation Day
 Fri, July 7  Minnetonka Millers  Home  7:30 p.m.  Breakfast for Dinner Night
 Sun, July 9  at New Market Muskies  New Market, Minn.  7:30 p.m.
 Wed, July 12  Rochester Royals  Home  7:30 p.m.  Wednesday Night Family Fun Night
 Fri, July 14  MacStrength Grizzles  Home  7:30 p.m.  Classic Car Night
 Sun, July 16  Metro Knights  Home  2 p.m.  Ice Cream and Beach Day, presented by Frandsen Bank and Trust
 Fri, July 21  at St. Patrick  St. Patrick, Minn.  7:30 p.m.
 Sat, July 22  at Minnetonka  Minnetonka, Minn.  2 p.m.
 Sun, July 23  at Elko Express  Elko, Minn.  2 p.m.
 Wed, July 26  Faribault Lakers  Home  7:30 p.m.  PJ and Cereal Night
 Fri, July 28  at Miesville Mudhens  Miesville, Minn.  7:30 p.m.
 Sun, July 30  New Market Muskies  Home  2 p.m.  Volunteer Appreciation Day
 Fri, Aug 4  Section 1B Playoffs - Gm 1  TBD  8 p.m.  Best of Three - Game One
 Sun, Aug 6  Section 1B Playoffs - Gm 2  TBD  2 p.m.  Best of Three - Game Two
 Tue, Aug 8  Section 1B Playoffs - Gm 3  TBD  8 p.m.  Best of Three - Game Three (If Necessary)
 Fri, Aug 11  Sect. 1B Playoffs - Play back  TBD  8 p.m.  Play back semifinal
 Sun, Aug 13  Sect. 1B Playoffs - Play back  TBD  2 p.m.  Play back final

DUNDAS DUKES
 2023 SCHEDULE

SPONSORED BY

If it’s Selection, Value, and Service, 
 then it must be Firehouse

 Hwy. 3 South, Dundas
 645-5717

 Locally Owned Since 1983 DUNDAS
 507.645.8825

 Member FDIC

Northfield 507-645-4441
 Cannon Falls 507-263-3624
 www.crb.bank

 Member FDIC

708 Schilling Drive N
 P.O. Box 128 Dundas, MN 55019
 www.streitzheating.com
 Phone: (507) 645-4040

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM
 Sunday 9:00 AM-2:30 PM

 Bar Open Later
 507-645-9992  •  www.firesidelounge.net

University of MN & Community

Social media has become a major part in the
lives of children and teenagers, and its possi-
ble impact on mental health is a growing area
of conversation. Earlier this week, the Amer-
ican PsychologicalAssociation issued recom-
mendations for guiding teenager's use of
social media for the first time.
For Mental Health Awareness Month in
May, Kathryn Cullen, MD, with the U of M
Medical School discusses the impact of social
media on children's mental health as well as
advice for parents.
Q: What are some of the ways that social
media impacts children’s mental health?
Dr. Cullen: First, it’s important to note that
this is still an emerging field, and so we still
have a lot to learn. Social media is a phenom-

enon that impacts people of all ages, but con-
cern has been raised about the potential risks
for teens. During this developmental phase,
peer relationships are of utmost importance.
So, teens may be especially sensitive to the
acceptance and rejection that goes on with
social media. This is an active area of re-
search. So far, studies have shown both pos-
itive and negative effects for media use on
mental health outcomes for children and
teens.
Social media gives teens the opportunity to
learn new things, express themselves cre-
atively, share humor, and receive support
from peers. The latter is especially important
for young people from marginalized back-
grounds who may not be able to find the sup-
port they need in their own ‘real world’
community. One key potential risk is bully-
ing—social media allows kids to be bullied
when they are at home, not just at school.
Additionally, through social media plat-
forms, kids can be exposed to false informa-
tion and harmful content, and potentially
manipulated into unsafe situations. Overuse
of social media can interfere with learning
and other important activities that are criti-
cal to mental health such as sleep, exercise,

being outside, having real in person contact
with others and general engagement with the
real world.
Q: What amount of screen time is consid-
ered unhealthy for kids?
Dr. Cullen: There is no hard and fast num-
ber that should be applied as a screen time
limit to all kids. The appropriate amount of
screen time will be different for each family.
When setting limits, it’s important to be both
realistic and consistent. In this process, a high
priority should be making sure kids get
enough sleep and exercise, which are critical
for so many aspects of health and develop-
ment. Some specific recommendations in-
clude turning off screens during family
meals, and removing them from bedrooms 30
to 60 minutes before bedtime. While home-
work will often require some kind of internet
access, other kinds of entertainment media
use while doing homework is discouraged.
Q: Are there specific platforms or social
media features that pose particular
harm/risks to children?
Dr. Cullen: Social media platforms and fea-
tures are always changing, so much so that
making a formal recommendation about the
risks and benefits of one versus the other is
very difficult. By the time we feel we have a
firm grasp on a specific platform/feature, it
has already changed. The important thing is
that parents have an understanding of how
their child is engaging in social media and
that they can have meaningful conversations
with their child about the child’s experiences,
to provide support and guidance.
Q: What advice would you give parents
who may be concerned about their children's

social media usage?
Dr. Cullen: I encourage parents to talk to
their kids about their social media use. They
may find that their kids themselves are also
concerned and feeling confused about what
to do. Approaching these conversations with
curiosity and non-judgment can open doors
that allow parents to learn more about what
kids are learning and experiencing, which can
help them in guiding their kids. Having reg-
ular discussions about online citizenship and
safety is a good thing and these conversations
don’t need to be one-way. When it comes to
these topics, kids need guidance from their
parents. There’s a lot parents can learn from
kids, too.
Q: What work are you doing to advance re-
search on adolescent mental health?
Dr. Cullen: My research generally aims to
try to understand the brain mechanisms un-
derlying depression and suicide risk in teens
and use that information to guide the devel-
opment of new treatments. Lately, my re-
search team has been analyzing the data from
the ABCD study, which is a longitudinal
brain imaging study of over 10,000 kids who
were 9-10 years old when they started the
study and will be followed for 10 years. Be-
cause this study is collecting data starting be-
fore the prevalence of depression goes up in
the adolescent period, it provides a unique
opportunity to study developmental trajecto-
ries associated with the onset and course of
depression in teens. Another direction of my
research lately has focused on creativity. We
are looking into the potential value of engag-
ing in the creative arts as a way to improve
mental health in teens.

Talking Social
Media &

Mental Health
with U of M

Randolph Area Historical Society
Building Construction Progresses
(continued from page 1)
In May 2021, we sold our existing building and purchased the empty lot across from the
Randolph Fire Department. The City of Randolph granted the RAHS a building permit
at the December 2022 council meeting. We are planning to construct a new 2,000 square
foot buildiing in the spring to house our collection.
The new building will provide for a much larger display area that is handicap accessi-
ble. It will also be more energy efficient and will include a library of information for peo-
ple seeking their family history or the history of the area. The space will be large enough
to provide an area for small events and meetings for community use. The location gives
us direct access to the annual Randolph Fire Department Chicken BBQ and other local
events throughout the year.
The building cost estimates are around $250,000 and the contractors have been selected.
A generous benefactor donated $150,000 but with certain conditions that will expire De-
cember 31,2023 if a Certificate of Completion is not issued by the building inspector by
this time. The RAHS has an additional $50,000 in reserves that will be put towards the
building project costs.
The Castle Rock Bank has guaranteed the RAHS a loan based on the amount of equity
we have invested into the building project. RAHS goal is to repay the loan by the end of
the year to avoid further costs. The proceeds from the sale of the previous building cov-
ered the land purchase, the architectural drawings, and the building permit fee.
So far, we have raised $4,200 towards the building project. The RAHS is looking to
fundraise an additional $50,000 in community support and your donations will be rec-
ognized on the donor wall inside the new building. Donations can be accepted online at
rashsmn.org or can be mailed to PO Box 84, Randolph, MN 55065.
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Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

Est. 1935
• Fertilizer  • Seed • Soil Sampling • Field Scouting
 • Chemicals  • Custom Application  • Field Scouting

 Bulk, LP, Gas and Diesel Fuel

With spring here, I have been thinking about
all the birds, bees, and other wildlife and in-
sects that all seem to reappear once again.
They all work together to help improve and
create the ecosystems that we are all a part of.
With that in mind, I have been coming up
with things that I can do to help increase the
amount of diversity around my house. I want
all of these beneficial insects, pollinators, and
other wildlife to stick around and have plenty
of good food for them to last through the year.
What are some ways that we can increase the
diversity around us? Here are a few things that
I have thought of:
1. Plant a diverse mix of pollinator-loving

plants in and around your yard to attract pol-
linators and add diversity to your landscape.
Make sure you add some species that bloom
throughout the year. Early blooming plants
and late blooming plants are especially im-
portant as a food source for pollinator-loving
insects, as they are migrating to and from our
area during those times.
2.Add native grasses to your pollinator gar-
den. While grasses are not as showy as other
wildflowers, they are extremely important for
a variety of butterfly and bee species. The lar-
vae of some butterflies and moths will eat the
leaves of many grass species, while some na-
tive bees depend on these grasses for their
nesting sites.
3. Plant a tree or shrub on your property.
Trees and shrubs provide important food and
shelter for wildlife and pollinators through-
out the seasons. It can also help ensure that
all the tree and shrub species can succeed. If
there are a limited amount of tree and shrub
species in an area, some diseases can become
prevalent and threaten the livelihood of those
populations.
4. Plant pollinator strips in your farm fields.
If you own agricultural land, consider plant-
ing pollinator strips in or around your fields.
Not only does it provide amazing habitat for
pollinators and other beneficial insects, but
can also improve local water quality.
5. Implement cover crops into your crop ro-
tation. There are many benefits to utilizing
cover crops. These benefits can include de-
creased erosion issues, reduced nutrient
runoff, improve water quality and increase
organic matter content. Planting cover crops
can also result in an increase of beneficial in-

sects in your fields. When diverse mixes are
used, it can increase the number of these ben-
eficial insects, which might be natural preda-
tors to some pests in your fields.
Why should we want to increase the diver-
sity of our landscapes? It can help bring a
wide variety of insects and wildlife back into
that area. With an increase in the number of

species, the risk of diseases can also decrease.
They will help increase resiliency, build cor-
ridors for a wide variety of insects and ani-
mals, and it will help support all the species
that will utilize the vegetation.All of the plant
species, insects, and wildlife can come to-
gether to help create a sustainable, healthy
environment.

Rural Routes

FiveWays to
Increase

Diversity on
Your Land

By Kourtney Hammerschmidt

A pollinator plot
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RANDOLPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2023

 Caterina Abritta Sophia Amy  Mason Babbini  Tessa Banks  Evan Bennerotte

 Benjamin Blomberg Owen Brochman  Tyson Cooreman  Alexis Delzer  Emma Dibble

Call Today for Your Graduation Reservation!
 507-645-9992

 or Email: firesideloungedennison @gmail.com to Make Your Reservation
 (Put “Reservation Request” in the subject line)

Congratulations to 
 the Class of 2023.
 We wish you all the best!

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 

 Current Kitchen Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM; Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM

 Sunday 9:00 AM-2:30 PM

 Bar Open Later
 507-645-9992  •  www.firesidelounge.net



May, 2023 Page 13- RANDOLPH-HAMPTON-CASTLE ROCK MESSENGER -

RANDOLPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2023

 Brook Dubbels Hannah Engler  Mackenzie Farrington  Harley Felton  Paige Ford

 Maya Fredrickson Sommer Gesme  Charles Gustafson  Maxwell Hallcock  Claire Hansen

www.CannonFallsTrailers.com
Phone: 888.263.7212

 Fax: 507.263.9131
 28730 Rochester Blvd., PO Box 7, Cannon Falls

Enjoy every moment, and good luck 
 in every future endeavor.

36754 Hwy. 56 Blvd., Dennison  •  507-263-5799
 www.garnersupholstery.com

 Residential
 Commercial

 Repairs & Modification
 Fabrics

 Pick Up & Delivery

 Garner’s Upholstery

For over 30 years,
 Doing Quality Work That Lasts

The Best Is Yet To Come
 Best wishes to all of this year’s outstanding graduates!

 We hope your big day is wonderful in every way.
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RANDOLPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2023

 Jesse Hunter Sophia Jackson  Logan Johnson  Ruben Kriesel  Dresdon Leifeld

 Carson Lind Treyton Lind  James Lorenzen  Peter McNamara  Orion Mader

Excavating • Septic Installs • Septic Pumping • Grading • Basements • Driveways • Demolition

 Happy Graduation and
 Congratulations to the Class of 2023!

 ALL THE BEST
 TODAY 

 &
ALWAYS

 Office:
 651-775-3873

 Randolph, MN
 otteexcavating@yahoo.com

 www.otteexcavating.com

On your graduation day, we d like to say how proud
 we are of your achievement.

CANNON FALLS 
 AGRI-CENTER

 Byron Agri Center
 302 Byron Ave N, Byron

 800-944-2297

 Cannon Falls Agri Center
 216 Dakota, Cannon Falls

 507-263-2140

 Nerstrand Agri Center
 415 Main St, Nerstrand

 507-645-7972
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RANDOLPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2023

 Corah Meier Megan Motz  Caleb Mulvihill  Brady Niebur  Ed Nielsen

 Marea Nielsen Brodie O’Connor  Anna Olsen  Kellen Otte  Collin Otto

Honoring Our 
 Graduates
 We’d like to extend our
 sincere congratulations
 and best wishes to the
 Class of 2023.
 As you celebrate this milestone 
 achievement, please know
 you have made your
 community proud.

 Strese’s Tree 
 Service, Inc.
 www.streses.com
 12312  110th St. E., Dennison, MN  55018

 Phone: Cole 507-298-1005
 Email: cole@streses.com
 Fax: 507-645-6066
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RANDOLPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2023

 Diego Perez Trevor Preston  Mariya Pritchard  Katelyn Radman  Matthew Reinardy

 James Root Jr. Quinn Sabila  Nadiya Sandbrink  Grace Scheffler  Kaillie Sorem

Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

 Fertilizer • Seed • Soil Sampling • Chemicals • Custom Application • Field Scouting
 Bulk, LP, Gas and Diesel Fuel

Congratulations to the 2023 graduates
 of Randolph High School!

 Today we’re celebrating you, graduates!

We wish you a very bright future.

 Congratulations!

 Northfield  •  507-663-0003

 www.holdenfarms.com

Family Farming Since 1876
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Alivia Thomas Cole Vaughan Gunner Watt

RANDOLPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2023

 Tyler Splichal Madisyn Swanson  Hayley Tchida  Trey Thielbar

Randolph
 High School 

 Commencement
 Saturday, June 3, 2023

 7:00 p.m.
 High School
 North Gym

 If the weather permits,
 the ceremony will be on the 

 football field. 
 If it is on the football field,
 you will need to bring your 

 own chair, only if it’s outside.

 Class Motto
 With every ending,

 there is a brand new 
 beginning.

 Class Flower
 Baby’s breath/eucalyptus

 Class Color
 Blue/orange/white

 Cap and Gown Color
 Blue

 Tassel Color
 Blue, Orange, and White

 Stole
 Orange

4354 292nd St E, Randolph
 507-646-0107

 rbar.randolph@gmail.com
 OPEN MONDAY 3-9PM

 TUESDAY-THURSDAY 11AM-11PM

 FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11AM-1AM

 SUNDAY 11AM-9PM

“Formerly Red Diamond Saloon”

Join Us for HAPPY HOUR
 $1.00 OFF ALL DRINKS!

 Memorial Weekend:
 Saturday - No Music - Jukebox will be Rocking!

 Sunday & Monday Closed

Severs Appraisal
 ~ Residential and Land Appraisals ~

 MN License #20373680

 Jonathan Severs, Certified Appraiser
 Dennison • Cell 651-324-5856

Congratulations to the Class of 2023!

Congratulations
 Class of 2023
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MinnesotaWild Rice Council

Don’t Miss Your
Chance to Go
“Wild” This

Spring
Description automatically generated with
low confidenceIf you happen to be an aspir-
ing chef, culinary professional, or someone
who simply has a competitive spirit and en-
joys cooking, we’ve got the perfect event for
you! Do you have what it takes to match your
cooking skills against others from across the

country in a competitive, national competi-
tion of culinary creativity? If so, then for you
it’s sure to be a “wild” (rice) spring!
The Minnesota CultivatedWild Rice Coun-
cil is looking for talented, imaginative, and
adventurous contestants to put their culinary
flair and expertise in the kitchen to work in
the 14th Annual “Get Wild with Wild Rice”
recipe contest. All recipes must be original
creations and must feature the deliciously dis-
tinctive flavor of the only cereal grain native
to North America – wild rice!
Don’t take this challenge lightly! You’ll
need to be at your creative best to win our
Grand Prize and People’s ChoiceAwards and
take home cash prizes and bragging rights for
the most innovative and delicious wild rice

recipe of 2023.Additionally, one finalist will
receive our Golden Ticket for entry into the
World Food Championships. If last year’s
contest, in which Beef & ShiitakeWild Rice
Umami Stir Fry and ‘Popped’ Espresso
Mocha Pillow Crisps took home the Grand
Prize and People’s Choice Awards respec-
tively, is any indication of the quality of po-
tential entrants in 2023, this year’s contest is
sure to be a hotly contested affair.
Here’s how it works - submitted recipes go
head-to-head in a taste test conducted by our
culinary specialists. Participants have four
opportunities to win: 1) up to 16 finalists will
be selected to have their recipes published
and win wild prize packs; 2) a Grand Prize of
$500 will be awarded to one lucky recipe
chosen by a panel of judges; 3) in Septem-
ber, National Rice Month,America will vote
for its favorite recipe online for the $250
People’s Choice Award; and 4) one finalist
will receive our Golden Ticket to compete in
the 2023 World Food Championships.
The contest opened May 12, with a dead-
line of June 12 for recipe submissions. Culi-
nary creations need to include ¼ cup of
cooked wild rice per serving and at least one
sponsor product from Just Bare®, Minnesota
Beef Council, Minnesota Pork Board, and
Northern Canola Growers Association.
Now in its 14th year, this popular contest
has produced scores of “wildly” imaginative
recipes demonstrating the creativity of our
contestants as well as the versatility of wild
rice. See for yourself - for contest finalists
and other wild rice recipes, visit one of the
most extensive wild rice recipe libraries in
the world (mnwildrice.org/search.php).

To receive your free copy of the Council’s
latest recipe brochure, Minnesota Wild Rice
Recipes & Answers to Frequently Asked
Questions, featuring 2021 contest winning
recipes, including soups, appetizers, salads,
side dishes, and entrees, send a self-ad-
dressed-stamped-envelope to:
Minnesota Cultivated Wild Rice Council

Newest Recipes
4630 Churchill St., #1
St. Paul, MN 55126
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507-412-9813 •  advantagehearingcenter.com
 ZUMBROTA:  1605 Main St, Suite 200  •    CANNON FALLS : 100 South 4th St.

 FARIBAULT:  1575 NW 20th St

Call today for your FREE, No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

FREE
 Hearing

 Exam

 FREE
 Consultation

 FREE
 2 Week

 Trial

 HUGE
 Selection
 (In-Ear & 
 Behind 

 Ear)

 BLUETOOTH
 Models 

 available
 (Phone & 

 TV)

Jayne Bongers Owner/MN Certified

DON’T LET HEARING PROBLEMS
 SLOW YOU DOWN!

University of MN

Be BearWise
this Summer

While
Recreating
Outdoors

ASKATROOPER
By Sgt. Troy Christianson of the Minnesota State Patrol
Question: I was wondering, with the ads on television showing people
driving with their hands off the steering wheel, is that legal in Minnesota
if your vehicle has that capability?
Answer: I believe you are asking about autonomous vehicles, or self-
driving cars, which are capable of sensing their environment and oper-
ating without human involvement.
Minnesota law states that every driver is responsible for becoming and remaining aware
of the actual and potential hazards that exist on the highway and must use due care in
operating a vehicle. This would include both hands, one hand, or no hands.
You can avoid a ticket — and a crash — if you simply buckle up, drive at safe speeds,
pay attention and always drive sober. Help us drive Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths.
If you have any questions concerning traffic related laws or issues in Minnesota send
your questions to Sgt. Troy Christianson – Minnesota State Patrol at 2900 48th Street
NW, Rochester MN 55901-5848. (Or reach him at, Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us)

CCoonnggrraattss &&CCoonnggrraattss &&Congrats &
HHaattss OOffff ttooHHaattss OOffff ttooHats Off to

tthhee GGrraadduuaatteesstthhee GGrraadduuaatteessthe Graduates

COMMUNITY GROWN 
 INSURANCE

Castle Rock 
 Agency

 27925 Danville Avenue
 Castle Rock, MN

 Phone: 651-463-7590
 Email: 

 michelle.kreisler@castlerockbank.net

 Nelson 
 Agency
 119 4th Street

 Cannon Falls, MN
 Phone: 507-263-3812

 Email:
 info@nelsoninsurancecf.com

 Freeberg 
 Agency

 100 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-4276
 Email:

 info@freebergins.com

 Ins Brokers of  
 Cannon Falls
 106 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-5100
 Email:

 v.dungan@insurancebrokersmn.com

 Northfield 
 Agency

 711 Division Street S
 Northfield, MN

 Phone: 507-645-8861
 Email:

 nfldins@hotmail.com

 Haggerty 
 Agency

 1206 North Frontage Road
 Hastings, MN

 Phone: 651-437-5410
 Email:

 service@juliehaggerty.com

 Flom Agency
 118 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-2020
 Email:

 connie@flomins.com

Here’s hoping all of your
 hopes and dreams come true as you celebrate this 

 achievement and reach for the next goal.

 Happy Graduation!

The Minnesota Department of Natural Re-
sources reminds hikers, campers and others
recreating outdoors to be aware of bears and

learn how to prevent conflicts.
Minnesota is bear country, but people can
peacefully share the outdoors with bears by
paying attention to where and when they are
most likely to encounter bears. Black bears
are naturally cautious animals that typically
avoid human contact for their own safety;
however, it’s important to be proactive to
prevent human-bear conflicts.
“Coexistence with bears is completely
doable with a few easy steps that anyone can
follow,” saidAndrew Tri, bear project leader.
“The key things to remember are to not sur-
prise them and to keep food secure.”
When moving about in bear country, peo-

ple should be aware of their surroundings,
make noise periodically so bears know
they’re there, and always keep dogs leashed.
To keep human food away from bears, peo-
ple should keep a clean camp by practicing
leave no trace principles opens in a new
browser tab. People should:
Store coolers in a locked vehicle or store
food in a certified bear-resistant container.
Take food waste with them rather than pil-
ing it outside the receptable if the trash con-
tainer or dumpster is full. Leave no trash or
food scraps in camp and don’t burn scraps in
the fire ring.
Not leave food, trash or pet food outdoors
and unsupervised— all it takes is a few sec-
onds for a hungry bear to swipe it.
Learn more about how to safely recreate in
Minnesota on the DNR website opens in a
new browser tab and at BearWise opens in a
new browser tab.
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Local Government

From start to finish,
 we do the entire project.

 Kitchens • Living Rooms • Fireplaces
 Floors • Closets • Bathrooms

 New Projects • Remodels • Barns
 Roofs • Siding • Garages • Pole Sheds

 Wood Doc Construction
 Emery and John Maher

 507-271-4200
 www.wooddocconstruction.com

 Dennison, MN
 Lic. #BC628191

Hampton City Council Meeting
April 11, 2023
The Hampton City Council met on Tuesday,
April 11, 2023 at the Hampton City Hall for
the regular scheduled meeting. Present were
Mayor John Knetter; Council Members
Cindy Flodeen, David Luhring, Anthony
Verch, and Nick Russell. Also present was
Brad Fisher of Bolton & Menk and Emma
Otto of Ottomatic Lawn Care.
Regular Meeting called to Order - Mayor
Knetter called the Regular Scheduled Meet-
ing to order at 6:59 p.m.
Disclosure of Interest – None
Approval of the March 14, 2023 Regular
Scheduled Meeting Minutes – Motion by
Verch seconded by Luhring to approve the
March 14, 2023 regular scheduled meeting
minutes. All voted in favor. None opposed.
Motion passed 5:0.
Approval of Disbursements – Motion by
Russell seconded by Luhring to approve the
March disbursements. All voted in favor.
None opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
Public Comment – None
Petitions, Requests, and Communications
– None
Mayor Knetter acknowledged two Dakota
County Sheriff Deputies in attendance at the
meeting and asked them if they had anything
to report. One of the deputies mentioned that,
now that we have warmer weather, there are
more recreational vehicles on city streets. He
reminded Council that no dirt bikes are al-
lowed on the roads, and the importance of
wearing helmets when riding on all recre-
ational vehicles. Knetter thanked the deputies
for their report.
Reports of Officers, Boards, and Com-
mittees:
Engineer’s Report – Brad Fisher of Bolton
& Menk began by reporting on the Highway
52 Project, from County Highway 86 to 140th
St. It will involve two years of construction,
which includes a concrete overlay, bridge
work, and frontage road work. Fisher re-
ported that the project has four stages. Stage
1 goes from May 1, 2023 to mid-July 2023.
Work will be done on NB 52 from State High-
way 50 to County Highway 42, with head-to-
head traffic on SB 52. Stage 2 goes from
mid-July 2023 to the end of October 2023.
Work will be done on NB 52 from State High-
way 50 to County Highway 42, with head-to-

head traffic on NB 52. Stage 3 goes from
late April 2024 to late June 2024. Work will
be done on NB 52 from County Highway 86
to north of State Highway 50, with head-to-
head traffic on SB 52. Stage 4 goes from late
June 2024 to lateAugust 2024. Work will be
done on SB 52 from north of County High-
way 86 to north of State Highway 50, with
head-to-head traffic on NB 52. The project
is to be completed by July 2025.
The second item on Fisher’s report was the
Frontage Road TurnbackAgreement. He re-
ported that Hampton Township passed a res-
olution for the three-party agreement that the
Hampton City Council approved at their
February meeting. Fisher outlined the next
steps required to finalize the agreement.
The final item on Fisher’s report was the
Water Street Lift Station Backup Generator
Project. Killmer Electric would like to begin
site work and prep work on the project in late
April. Fisher reported that letters will be sent
to neighbors regarding the project.
Fisher also mentioned that he saw the item
on the agenda regarding the survey of cop-
per and lead water pipes that Marlin
Reinardy would be speaking about. He men-
tioned that Bolton & Menk is available to
work on that project for the City, and that
they also would seek any funding available
through the state, if the City requested them
to do so.
Water / Sewer Report –Mayor Knetter re-
ported that the fluoride pump went down, but
is working now. The backup generator at the
Main St. lift station recently failed to start.
It needed antifreeze, and hadn’t been prop-
erly serviced. Josh is getting everything set
up for the discharge in six weeks.
Park Report – Councilor Russell reported
that the tennis courts will be put together to-
morrow. The hockey rink is cleaned up.
Soon there will be painting done at the
hockey rink and needed striping at the bas-
ketball court.
Street Report – Councilor Luhring stated
that there is a new street sweeping contract in
place. The city’s alleys need repair. Streets
are generally in good condition, with the ex-
ception of the Heights of Hampton. Luhring
asked Brad Fisher to do an evaluation of
street repairs that need to be done in the
Heights.

Ordinances and Resolutions:

Resolution 2023-05 Approving a Dona-
tion – Mayor Knetter stated that Ottomatic
Lawn Care donated two flags to the City.
Emma Otto was in attendance at the meet-
ing, and Councilors thanked her for the do-
nation. Motion by Luhring seconded by
Verch to approve the donation. All voted in
favor. None opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
Unfinished Business:
Sonar scan of sewer ponds – Marlin
Reinardy reported that this is something that
Council had approved at its September 2022
meeting. This will be done this summer, uti-
lizing college students who will operate the
remote-control boat that is equipped with the
sonar scanner. The cost is $1,200 per pond.
Reinardy recommends doing pond #1 for
sure, and also thinks pond #2 should be done
as well.
Survey of copper and lead water pipes –
Marlin Reinardy reported that he had partic-
ipated in webinars on this topic in February.
In performing the survey, the City needs to
identify water lines between the water main
and curb stop. For inventory purposes, the
more documentation the City obtains, the
better. The deadline to submit the digital file
to the state is 10/11/24. The DrinkingWater
Revolving Fund (DWRF) will finance grant
funding at 49% of the cost. The rest of the
cost is the responsibility of the homeowner.
New Business:
Award mowing and weed control con-
tracts – Mayor Knetter reported that con-
tracts have been changed slightly so that
they may be extended beyond the three

years set in previous contracts. Motion by
Luhring seconded by Verch to approve Ot-
tomatic Lawn Care for the City’s mowing and
weed control contracts. All voted in favor.
None opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
Skirting on the baseball field fence -Mar-
lin Reinardy reported that the skirting on the
baseball park’s outfield needs to be replaced.
In the past the City has provided payment for
half the cost of the skirting, and Reinardy
asked if the City would do that again this year.
The total cost of the skirting is $2,808, and
Reinardy is asking for $1,400 from the City.
Motion by Verch seconded by Russell to ap-
prove paying for half of the cost of the base-
ball park outfield fence skirting. All voted in
favor. None opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
Cost Share Agreement Between City of
Hampton and County of Dakota for Election
Electronic Poll Books Hardware, Software,
and Related Services – Mayor Knetter re-
ported that the cost of this to the City is
$177.50. Motion by Verch seconded by
Flodeen to approve the Cost ShareAgreement
with Dakota County for the Election Elec-
tronic Poll Books Hardware, Software, and
Related Services. All voted in favor. None
opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
Adjournment – Motion by Flodeen sec-
onded by Russell to adjourn the meeting. All
voted in favor. None opposed. Motion
passed 5:0. The meeting adjourned at 7:35
pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy O’Brien
City Clerk

Bus Driver Opportunities
Randolph Public Schools has bus driver opportunities for the 2023-2024
school year! One or two routes per day - $41.90 per route or $83.80 per

day. Additional work hours are available between routes.
Six paid holidays. Paid training and support to help you obtain your bus

endorsement will be provided!

Please send a letter of interest to:

Michael Kelley, Superintendent
Randolph Public Schools

29101 Dawson Avenue, P.O. Box 38
Randolph, MN 55065
kelleym@district195.org

or call 507-263-2151, ext. 204
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Merchants Bank Accounts
Motion by Friedrich that the signers on the
bank accounts at Merchants Bank will be
Clerk, Mary Haro, Mayor, Marie Jacob and
council member, Todd Carlock, and remove
Sarah Podritz as a signer from the accounts,
seconded by Carlock. All voting in favor,
none opposed, motion passed 5:0.
Joint Powers Agreement with Ran-
dolph/Hampton Fire Department
Mayor Knetter from Hampton was present
before our meeting and he indicated they are
not interested in doing any changes to the
agreements. He indicated they can operate
under the current JPA.
It was noted under the current JPA that we
are supposed to be acting as a board, If we
have one member from the Hampton City
Council in attendance, we would have a quo-
rum and we could adopt their budget and ap-
point the other officers as is noted in the JPA.
They get to elect the chief but that is all. We
indicated we would like to work on the JPA
and get things on track with the way it is sup-
posed to work.
Korine suggest that we create new agree-
ments. She has contacted another law firm
(so there is no conflict) that works with fire
departments and could make recommenda-
tion to the fire department and to us on the
new agreements. We can then hand them
over to Hampton and ask them to come to-
gether and work with us to work on the
agreements – we do are not trying to change
anything we just want them to sync with
what they do. This attorney would recom-
mend some revisions and make recommen-
dations to Hampton City. He is willing to do
it at the rate that Korine charges. She will
ask him to give us an estimate and present it
to us at the May meeting.
New Business
Dakota County Deputy
Officer Eric Langgard was present and
asked if there were any concerns. Concerns
of speeding through the city was brought up.
Randolph Trailblazers
Bob Romanowski asked if the City would
again sponsor the Randolph Trailblazers for
the 23-24 season. Motion by Friedrich to
sponsor the Randolph Trailblazers by Reso-
lution No. 23-04 for the 2023-2024 season,
seconded by Podritz. All voting in favor,
none opposed, motion passed 5:0.
Randolph Fire Department
Jacob Toledo appeared on behalf of the
Randolph/Hampton Fire Department to ask
the council for permission to close the road
in front of the fire hall and a one day gam-
bling permit for the upcoming Chicken Bar-
beque set for August 19, 2023.
Friedrich made a motion to approve Reso-
lution No. 23-05 authorizing the Road Clo-
sure of 292nd Street between Divers Path
and Distad Path from 12 p.m. on August 19
until 1 a.m. on August 20; for the Ran-
dolph/Hampton Fire District Annual
Chicken Barbeque, seconded by Podritz. All
voting in favor, none opposed, motion
passed 5:0.
Friedrich made a motion to approve Reso-
lution No. 23-06 authorizing a One Day
Gambling permit for the Randolph/Hampton
Fire DistrictAnnual Chicken Barbeque, sec-
onded by Podritz. All voting in favor, none

opposed, motion passed 5:0.
All Hazard Mitigation Plan
Clerk Haro discussed the All Hazard Miti-
gation Plan that needs to be approved for
Dakota County. Friedrich Haro made a mo-
tion to approve Resolution No. 23-04 for
Adoption of Dakota CountyAll Hazard Mit-
igation Plan, seconded by Clerk Haro. All
voting in favor, none opposed, motion passed
5:0.
Mowing Contract
We received 3 proposals for mowing.
Sam’s Lawn Maintenance’s proposal is the
lowest at $640 for a month. It was discussed
about the land that is owned by Progressive
Rail that the city has been mowing. We will
discuss this with Progressive Rail as we
should try to get reimbursed for mowing their
property. It was noted that we could assess
the fee for mowing it.

Motion to accept the proposal from Sam’s
Lawn Maintenance for a one year contract
was made by Mayor Jacob, seconded by
Friedrich. Voting in favor is Jacob, Podritz,
Friedrich and Haro, opposed Carlock, motion
passed 4:1.

Resignation of Council Member
Sarah Podritz is resigning as a council
member effective April 28th. She is moving
out of the city.
Motion byMayor Jacob to accept Sarah Po-
dritz resignation beginning April 28th, sec-
onded by Carlock. All voting in favor, none
opposed 4:0, Podritz abstaining from the
vote.
We can appoint someone tonight. We can
have citizens apply and do interviews. The
council position will run after her resignation
until the next general election in November
2024. We could do a special election but
would have to pay for election judges,
Dakota County fees of printing ballots, etc.
We have decided to go with the interview
process.
Motion byMayor Jacob that we post the va-
cant city council member position that will
run from the appointment as a council mem-
ber until the next general election in Novem-
ber 2024, and hold the interviews during the
next city council meeting on May 10, 2024,
with a deadline of May 3, 2024 to notify us
that they are applying for the position, sec-
onded by Friedrich. All voting in favor, none
opposed, motion passed 5:0.
We will be accepting application until May
3, 2024 to replace council member Podritz
and address it at our May 10, 2024 council
meeting.
We need to appoint an acting mayor, Todd
Carlock volunteered. Motion by Mayor
Jacob that Todd Carlock will be appointed as
acting mayor in place of Council Member
Podritz, seconded by Friedrich. All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0.
Sarah also noted that the only members to
have the code to the water tower is herself
and Bryce. Sarah will give it Mayor Jacob
after the meeting. Also change the contact
for One Hour to Mayor Jacob, to grant them
access to the water tower should repairs need
to be made for the work that they did.
County Road 88 Easement
The county manager for the road project at

Dakota County reached out to LeVander,
Gillen & Miller regarding the acquisition of
the city owned properties and she gave us a
map of what the county will be acquiring as
temporary and permanent easement as well
as a large utility drainage easement for the
storm water retention pond. The reached out
to review the compensation that the county is
seeking which they are asking the city to
waive the compensation of $21,500. We do
not have to waive it. The county did not ap-
praise the property as they were under the as-
sumption that we would waive the
compensation. Legal counsel is going to ask
for more details regarding what they are per-
manently acquiring and what they want to use
the permanent easement for and come back
to the May meeting with more details.
Bolton & Menk Sewer Update
Matt Blazer of Bolton & Menk discussed
that the bids will get opened on April 13th at
11 a.m. He will then bring the bids to our
May council meeting and consider awarding
the bid. We have to take the lowest bid. He
indicated that Bolton & Menk will have one
more open house for the community. They
will be sending out newsletters to homeown-
ers during the project. He anticipates a start
date in June this year. He indicated the land
acquisition for the ponds is being appraised
and they are talking with the land owner.
Council Reports
Todd Carlock mentioned that Dave Blank a
long time resident passed away recently.
Community Service Projects
It was noted that the seniors are looking for
projects they can do in the city on May 10th.
A few items noted is there are still bags of
mulch that can be put down in the park; they
could do some general yard work in the park;
or we could reach out to senior citizens to see
if they any needs some assistance with yard
work.
Speed Bumps
We will contact Jason Otte to put them back
in. Friedrich will reach out to him.
Pot Holes
There are several pot holes in the city that
need to be dealt with. Options would be to
fill them in ourselves or contact Bituminous
Roadways or another contractor to see what
they will charge. We should just fill in the
biggest ones right now since the roads will be
redone next year. We will do what is neces-
sary.
Budget
Mayor Jacob asked about what the budget is
for streets, etc. Sandy will spend some time
on completing the individual amounts such
as streets, park funds.
North Cannon River Watershed Manage-
ment Organization
Since Harlan resigned it was asked if any-
one was interested in being appointed as a
representative of this organization. Todd Car-
lock volunteered to be a representative for the
City of Randolph.
Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Po-
dritz, seconded by Carlock, the meeting was
adjourned at 8:08 p.m. All voting in favor,
none opposed, motion passed 5:0.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Haro

Local Government
City of Randolph
Regular Council Meeting
April 12, 2023
The regular Randolph City Council meeting
was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor
Marie Jacob.
Roll Call
Present were Mayor Marie Jacob, Council
Members Sarah Podritz, Jacob Friedrich and
Todd Carlock, Treasurer Sandy Nicolai and
Clerk Mary Haro.
Also in attendance from LeVander, Gillen &
Miller legal counsel, Korine Land and Greta
Bjorkman, and Bolton &Menk engineer, Matt
Blazer.
Approval of Agenda
The following item is added to the agenda:
County Road 88 easement questions. Motion
to approve the agenda with the addition was
made by Friedrich, seconded by Haro. All
voting in favor, none opposed, motion passed
5:0
Public Comments
None.
Minutes
Amotion to approve the March 8, 2023 reg-
ular council meeting minutes was made by
Friedrich, seconded by Podritz. All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0.
A motion to approve the March 24, 2023
special council meeting minutes was made by
Friedrich, seconded by Podritz. All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0.
Approval of Treasurer Report and Payment
of Bills
No treasurers report this month.
Sandy noted that there were a few larger in-
voices from Bolton & Menk. Motion to ap-
prove the payment of bills as presented was
made by Friedrich, and seconded by Podritz.
All voting in favor, none opposed, motion
passed 5:0.
Old Business
Certificate of Deposits
Merchants Bank cashed them and Sarah is
picking up a check on Friday. She will drop
off the check with Castle Rock Bank.
Motion by Friedrich that the signers on the
CD’s at Castle Rock Bank will be Clerk Mary
Haro, Mayor, Marie Jacob and council mem-
ber, Todd Carlock, seconded by Carlock. All
voting in favor, none opposed, motion passed
5:0.
Let Sandy know when this has been accom-
plished so she can make sure she can access
the information from Castle Rock Bank.

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-2:30 PM
 Bar Open Later

 507-645-9992  •  www.firesidelounge.net

 WE ARE 
 OPEN
 WEDNESDAY,
 THURSDAY
 & FRIDAY

 AT 11:00 AM

 Join Us for Lunch or Dinner!
 Evening and Group Reservations Strongly Recommended

WEDNESDAY Enjoy Our Pasta & Jumbo” Wings Specials!
 BBQ Rib Dinner - 1/2 or Full Rack  (begins at 4:00p.m.)

 THURSDAY $3.50 All Taps, Domestic Bottles, Rail Drinks!  Taco Specials!  Fajita Specials!  
 16oz. Margarita Special

 FINALLY FRIDAY All You Can Eat Fish Dinner

 SATURDAY Hand Battered Jumbo Shrimp or Slow Roasted Prime Rib

 SUNDAY Enjoy Our Sunday Breakfast Beginning at 9:00a.m.

 DAILY SPECIALS



Page 26 May, 2023- RANDOLPH-HAMPTON-CASTLE ROCK MESSENGER -

By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:
The Problem
With Geese

There is nothing I fear more on this earth
than geese…well maybe snakes, but geese
are the more intimate threat. Because here
in Minnesota geese are everywhere.
Geese are at the park, in the parking lot,
on the sidewalks, and even standing in the
middle of the freeway in some cases- like
they own the place.
It started out when I was a small child
and the geese would chase me around the
park honking. Since I was about the same
size as them I guess it made sense that they
were going after me.
Thankfully in response to these attacks
my sister would chase the geese away
from me so that I was not mauled to death
by a goose at age six.
However, it did not stop as I got older. To
this day geese will still chase me if given

the chance. Now I can out run the geese or
avoid them all together.
When I was in community college in
Rochester the geese that would hang out on
campus would chase me across the campus
on an almost daily basis.Which my mother
did not believe was happening until she
saw me take off running at the sound of
‘Honk! Honk!’ and a flock of geese start
charging at me.
Don’t worry I made it to the car before
the geese caught up to me and lived to tell
the tale.
My fear is not just limited to grease ei-
ther. It does extend to water brands as a
whole. I have also been attacked by ducks
and gulls. The only reason the loons, swans
and cranes have not gotten to me is be-
cause I am not fool enough to go anywhere
close to them after the incident with the
duck.
A couple years later when I was in Uni-
versity back south I was at the park with
some friends. We were sitting on a bench
watching the ducks, but not doing anything
to the ducks.When a duck walked up to me
and bit me on the leg with its serrated beak.
While ducks do not have teeth it does
hurt when they bite you with their serrated
beaks.
It is because of that duck and many, many
geese that I now stay clear of all water
birds. As I now live under the belief that if
I give them space they just might not try to
kill me… or at least not have the opportu-
nity to.
P.S. as I write this two ducks have landed
on my patio and taunted me with their ser-
rated beaks.

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
Horse Sense

and
Character

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-
nesota when its warm here and Tennessee

when it’s cold here.

This is a picture of my dad from 1984. I
grew up with horses, but my dad did not like
them very much. As a young kid he would
take me to look at horses. He would wait
while I rode them. And he would haul them
back to the farm for me. There would be
comments about how once cars were in-
vented it was silly to go backwards to horse
power. But once he joined the Sheriff's
Mounted Posse it became a necessary evil.
So, he bought this big Egyptian Arab geld-

ing. Azibelli loved to run and if you gave
him his head he would flat out run like the
wind. There is something exhilarating about
pounding down the road on the back of a
powerful horse, feeling as one with the beast,
knowing that one miss step would likely be
catastrophic. I was young and willing to risk
life and limb on the back of this steed, even
though I was a quarter horse guy and never
much cared forArabians,, because this horse
could run. I don't believe though, that my
dad ever rode him at more than a walk.
My dad was very opinionated and stubborn
and we butted heads often since I was the
same way. He had me with more experience
though. Anyone who has owned an Arabian
knows what stubborn is. My dad loved a
good theological argument with anyone who
would engage him. He was certain he could
make someone believe in Jesus if he just
could talk to them long enough.
One incident I recall had little to do with
horses and happened a few years earlier in
life. It had to do with an old yellow school
bus. As I recall, Dale Blanshan and a couple
guys embarked on a cross country trip in a
school bus. They were strumming and
singing their way out west. They had the
same idea my dad had, but they were more
musical about it. I was around ten at this
time, so my recollection may be a little hazy.
At one point the bus broke down a long way
from home and they needed funds for repair.
My dad went to wire them money but it was
a Saturday and the banks were closed. The
only place to get cash for the wire transfer
was the liquor store. My dad headed into
West Concord to the Muni for $300. The

guys at the liquor store had no idea who my
dad was and questioned why they should let
him write a check for cash. One might won-
der how my dad could live his whole life in
West Concord and there be people who did-
n't know him, but this was his first trip into
the liquor store. If you knew my dad, you
would know that too. So while he was trying
to procure greenbacks with a check for three
young guys on the other side of the USA in
a broke down yellow school bus, Al Renner
the hardware store owner showed up as a
credit reference. When asked if my dad's
check was good, Al said, "If Dana writes a
check for a million dollars it will be good."
I was a young kid and a million dollars

sounded like a whole lot of money. I was cer-
tain that a poor farm family in Dodge County
did not have that kind of money. So I won-
dered why someone would say that, not
knowing our financial situation. In fact, I
don't believe anyone one I knew could write
a check for a million dollars. Over the last
fifty years I have pondered this conversation
and eventually came to understand it. It was-
n't that my dad had a million dollars in his
checking account. It was that he had a repu-
tation of being a man of his word and if he
said something it was backed up with in-
tegrity and truth.And that is worth more than
a million dollars.

Dad on Azibelli

Share Your Good News with the Community!
Submit your engagement, wedding or birth announcement

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Friendly, Personal Service
 Dennison, MN

 507-645-0278
 www.dennisontireandrepair.com

Congratulations
 & Best Wishes

 We wish all of this year’s hardworking 
 graduates good luck and great success 

 as they start the next chapter.
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!
News, Photos, Events...

Email your news to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: U.S. STATES
ACROSS
1. Attired
5. *Alabama, for short
8. Type of pit, at a concert
12. *Nevada's "biggest little city in the world"
13. October birthstone
14. Don't do this to words?
15. Elusive Himalayan
16. Poet Sandburg
17. Come to pass
18. *Home of the Bourbon Trail
20. Not us
21. Winds to a ship captain
22. *Dish popular in the 50th state
23. *Largest state, by area
26. Dick ____ of "Bewitched"
30. Tombstone acronym
31. Spews
34. Succulent medicinal plant
35. Cast member
37. Greek "t"
38. Gibson garnish
39. Evade payment
40. Like certain pentameter
42. Lenon's wife
43. Fashionable
45. Barely audible words
47. Casino's pull
48. Bear down under
50. Sound bounce-back
52. *a.k.a. Commonwealth
55. Sing like Sinatra
56. Not working
57. Lymphatic swelling
59. Flourishing
60. Commotions
61. Type of pitcher
62. Not in port
63. Chop off
64. What the phone did

DOWN
1. Have a bawl
2. Potato's soup partner
3. Initial stake
4. Happenings
5. Lickety-split
6. Shenanigans
7. Friend in war
8. *State with longest freshwater shoreline
9. It's enough?
10. Pond gunk
11. Joaquin Phoenix 2013 movie
13. Relating to eye
14. *Michigan's "____ City"
19. Selfish one
22. Pavlova's step
23. Middle East natives
24. Permissible
25. In a fitting way
26. Half a ticket
27. Sober Ness
28. Not a soul (2 words)
29. Operatic voice
32. *Home to Arches National Park
33. Tucker of "Modern Family"
36. *State with panhandle
38. Round openings
40. School of thought suffix
41. Google search category
44. Often-missed humor
46. Hide craftsman
48. Little one
49. Lowest deck on a ship
50. Timeline divisions
51. His was a merry old soul
52. Tiny bottle
53. *"Field of Dreams" movie setting
54. Port in Yemen
55. Tax pro
58. Bit of work
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You know us.  We know you.

 CASTLE ROCK BANK
 HOURS: 7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM WEEKDAYS

 RANDOLPH
 507.403.2777

CASTLE ROCK
 651.463.7590

FARMINGTON
 651.463.4014

www.castlerockbank.net

 Celebrating the
 Bright Future Ahead of You

 We salute the hard work and dedication that got you here.
 As you receive your diploma, please know you have made us proud, 

 and we wish you all the best.

 Congratulations, Class of 2023!
 You Are Our Future!


