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Announcements
• Mayo Clinic Hospice is seeking com-
passionate and caring volunteers to sup-
port the hospice philosophy of care and
mission. The role of a Mayo Clinic Hospice
Volunteer is very dynamic and will utilize
your interests, hobbies, passions, and skills.
Volunteers assist with administrative tasks,
provide supportive companionship to pa-
tients, and grief support. We welcome regis-
tered pet therapy teams and individuals with
musical talents. If you are interested or would
like to learn more about all the exciting and
diverse volunteer opportunities Mayo Clinic
Hospice has to offer, please contact Amy
Stelpflug or Pam Roe, Volunteer Coordina-
tors at mchospicevolteam@mayo.edu or 507-
284-4002.  Please visit
https://volunteer.mayoclinic.org/ for more in-
formation and to submit an application. 
• Wednesday Wear, Nerstrand United
Methodist Church hours are Wednesdays
1 - 5 and Saturdays 9 - 12.  Women's, men's
and children's clothing, shoes, accessories,
linens, toys and books.  All things are free
with donations accepted.  Come and see what
we have!
• Dennison Lions Club meets monthly.
During COVID-19, meeting times may vary.
• Dennison City Council meetings are held
the first Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. 
• The Nerstrand City Council meets the
second Tuesday of every month at 7p.m. at
the Nerstrand City Hall.  Office hours are:
Monday 8:30-11:00; Tuesday by appoint-
ment; Wednesday 8:30-11:00; Thursday 5:00-
7:00; Friday by appointment. 507-332-8000.
• Warsaw Township Meeting is held the
2nd Monday of each month at the Warsaw
Township Hall.  Meeting time is 6:00p.m.
• The Wheeling Township meeting will be
held on the second Monday of each month at
8:00p.m. at the Wheeling Township Hall.
Contact Rebecca Vergin, Township Clerk.

 - Excavating
 - Landscaping
 - Lawn Mowing
 - Snow Removal

 507-301-1600

Congratulations to Doug Sahl on his Retirement from Nerstrand Fire & Rescue. Doug
served the community for 38  years serving in many roles, including 10 years as Chief. 

Doug Sahl Retires from
Nerstrand Fire & Rescue

Left to right; Mike Stenbakken, Pat Jirik, Jerry Kuntz, Doug Sahl, Jon Bonde, Joe
Johnson 

2023 Election of Township
Officers, Annual Meeting, and
Board of Canvass meeting
TO WARSAW TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS
NOTICE OF: 2023 Election of Township

Officers, Annual Meeting, and Board of Can-
vass meeting

Dakota City Heritage Village is planning to
return to their popular Spring fundraiser, a
Victorian Tea Luncheon. The event will be
held Saturday, May 6 from 12 noon- 2 pm
with seating to begin at 11:30 am. The pub-
lic is invited to share in the delightful gath-
ering to support Dakota City Heritage
Village.
This year’s event will reflect admiration for
Queen Elizabeth and honor other women of

Victorian Tea Luncheon - Honoring Women Past and Present
distinction from Dakota County. Attendees
may also celebrate and honor that special
Mother, Grandmother, Aunt, Sister or Friend
that has impacted them, others or the com-
munity. Bring that special someone or a small
photo in a frame to set on the table. Tables of
eight to ten are available, as well as smaller
groups. All ages are welcome!

(continued on page 17)

(continued on page 3)

National Ag Day is
Celebrated During
National Ag Week
March 21-27
Agriculture Council of
America Announces 2023
National Ag Day Date &
Theme
The Agriculture Council of

America (ACA) will host Na-
tional Agriculture Day on
March 21, 2023. (continued on page 5)
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Religion

 LUTHERAN
 Dennison/Vang Lutheran Parish

 P.O. Box 117, Dennison, MN  •  507-645-6042
 Website: www.dennisonvang.org

 Email:  dennisonvangoffice@gmail.com
 Pastor Paul A. Graham

 Sunday, February 26th: Dennison – 9:00
 Vang – 11:00

   Gol Lutheran   Marv Kormann, Pastor
 Marv Kormann, Pastor  •  507-789-6311

 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

 Grace Lutheran, Nerstrand
 Mike Ahrens S.A.M.

 Service 9 a.m.; Coffee Hour 10:00 a.m.
 Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

 Emmanuel Lutheran
 9:00a.m. Sunday School

 10:00a.m. Coffee Time 10:30a.m. Worship Service

 Hegre Lutheran
 Pastor Chris Brekke

 Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

 Moland Lutheran
 Nancy Edwardson, Pastor   •  10:30 a.m. worship

 First Ev. Lutheran
 Luther Mathsen, Pastor

 Sunday 9:00 a.m. worship

 Wangen Prairie Lutheran Church LCMC
 Shannon Bauer, Pastor

 24289 Cty. 24 Blvd., Cannon Falls
 Sunday Worship at 9:00a.m. followed by fellowship.

 Thursday Bible Study at 9:00a.m.

 E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
 to the Mainstreet Messenger

 at:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 METHODIST
 Nerstrand United Methodist

 Gary Liker, Pastor
 507-330-0025

 Worship 9:00a.m.

 Stanton United Methodist
 Rev. Tom Countryman
 Worship 10:15a.m.

 Church Phone 507-263-4063

 ST. JOHNS UNITED 
 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 (Wheeling Township) 19086 Jacobs Ave., Faribault
 Gary Liker, Pastor  • 507-330-0025

 www.stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info
 Sunday School 9:30a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

 NEW LIFE CHURCH
 Colin Reuter, Pastor

 525 Beverly St., Wanamingo
 9:00a.m. Sunday School for all ages;

 10:00a.m. Worship Service
 7:00p.m. Small Group Bible Studies - Sun.

 HOLDEN-DALE PARISH
 Pastor Dustin Haider • 507-789-6677
 Email: holdensecretary@gmail.com

 Worship schedule found at:
 www.holdenlutheranchurch.org

 Holden/Dale Facebook

 AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
 “Mini Me”

 You became imitators of us and of the 
 Lord, for you welcomed the message in the 
 midst of severe suffering with the joy given 
 by the Holy Spirit.

 —  1 Thessalonians 1:6
 My three-year-old granddaughter is full of 
 life and joy. Every time she runs into our 
 house or I walk into theirs, she shouts, 
 “Grandma, my ‘mini me’!” She is thrilled 
 as she shouts the good news. No one can 
 miss it. I have often suggested that she 
 might be my “mini me” (since she is a lot 
 like me), but she insists that I am her “mini 
 me.” We share mannerisms and a flare for 
 shopping, and we both tend to be 
 optimistic. We have serious discussions 
 about life, giggle about nothing, and enjoy 
 afternoon naps.
 Paul commends the church at 

 Thessalonica that they have stayed strong 
 in faith by following his example and that 
 of other leaders—and ultimately by 
 following Jesus, despite the hardship and 
 suffering in their life. They have set an 
 example of how to serve and live by the 
 Spirit with joy. They have learned to access 
 all the empowerment and energy they need 
 in order to live through the Spirit.
 Whoever we are, on any given day we are 

 following someone or leading someone. 
 Our challenge is to follow those who 
 imitate Jesus and to lead those who need to 
 know him.
 Prayer: Lord and God, help us to imitate 

 you. May we live by the joy you have given 
 us. May we be empowered by your Spirit. 
 May someone see you in us today. Amen.

Mainstreet Publishing
P.O. Box 125

Dennison, MN  55018
Phone 507-645-9877
Fax 507-645-9878

www.dennisonmn.com
www.nerstrandmn.com

Published in cooperation with
Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.

© 2022, Mainstreet Messenger.
All rights reserved.

For advertising information email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
or call Terry at 507-951-7471

Jesus grew up just like you and me- He was
fully human. He had to learn to walk and talk.
He learned how to comb his hair and how to
wash behind his ears. He had to learn to get
along with his little sisters and brothers, as
well as the adults in his life. He was 100%
God too- but that didn’t negate his human-
ness. He experienced all the normal stages of
development. So, at age 12- he was consid-
ered old enough to go along with his parents
to the Passover festival in Jerusalem. 
The family had made sure serving and fol-
lowing God was a priority. Jesus was excited
to attend this festival with his family. He was
also excited to visit the temple and to learn
and grow in his understanding of the Scrip-
tures. We can read this in Luke 2:41-52. I
want to focus on verse 52 of chapter 2 and
how it applies to every one of us. “And Jesus
grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and man.” 
First we read, Jesus grew in Wisdom.
Proverbs 9:10-11, “Fear of the Lord is the
foundation of wisdom. Knowledge of the
Holy One results in good judgment. Wis-
dom will multiply your days and add years to
your life.” David wrote, “Psalm 111:10, “Fear
of the Lord is the foundation of true wisdom.”
In the New Testament James writes, “If you
need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he
will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for

asking.” James 1:5
Jesus grew in wisdom because he knew
and obeyed His Father God. He listened to
those around Him- He obeyed His parents.
And He learned from the religious teachers.
He sought to know more and grow in wis-
dom. Jesus knew that getting wisdom was
the wisest thing he could ever do. He obeyed
God, He followed God and He learned from
God. 
The CEV version says he grew strong.
Jesus ate his fruits and vegetables. He exer-
cised and he got plenty of rest. He couldn’t
help but grow – when he did what he was
supposed to. Eating healthy was a part of his
upbringing- he grew like a boy- he got taller
and filled out and then he shot up in his
teens and filled out some more—just like
every boy! His voice changed and He
changed- he began to grow a beard- all these
things happened because he was a human
being. He didn’t stand out because of his
looks either, “There was nothing beautiful
or majestic about his appearance, nothing to
attract us to him.” Isaiah 53:2, and as a man
the people only thought of him as Joseph’s
son, “Then they scoffed, “He’s just the car-
penter’s son, and we know Mary, his
mother, and his brothers—James,
Joseph, Simon, and Judas.” Matthew 13:55. 
Jesus grew in favor- Jesus grew in reputa-
tion. Jesus grew a good name. Solomon
wrote, Proverbs 22:1, “A good name is more
desirable than great riches; to be esteemed
is better than silver or gold.”   What is so im-

portant about a good name and growing in
favor with God and with people? People
know us by our name. 
When our name has been drug through the
mud- when we’ve brought shame to our
name- that shame, that memory good or bad
will be associated with that name for a long
time to come. Solomon was correct in say-
ing it is a big deal! Jesus knew that too. He
didn’t want to bring shame to the name of
His Heavenly Father or His earthly parents.
When he was 12, he went back home with
them and obeyed them-giving him and them
a good name. 
If we want to grow in favor with God and
with people here are 7 basic guidelines to
consider:
• Do what you say you’ll do. Jesus tells us,
“Just say a simple, ‘Yes, I will,’ or ‘No, I
won’t.’ Anything beyond this is from the
evil one.” Matthew 5:37
• Go out of your way to help others. The
golden rule- do to others as you would have
them do to you- goes a long way to build
good favor with people and with God.
Matthew 7:12,
“Do to others whatever you would like
them to do to you.” 
• Make other people look good. Put other
people first in everything. “Be humble,
thinking of others as better than your-
selves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own
interests, but take an interest in others, too.”
Philippians 2:3-4
• Go a step beyond what is expected. Jesus

Increasing in
Favor with God
and People

said, “If a soldier demands that you carry his
gear for a mile, carry it two miles.” Matthew
5:41. 
• Act with integrity.  “Better to be poor and
honest than to be dishonest and a fool.”
Proverbs 19:1
• Get engaged with your
community.  “When you put on a luncheon
or a banquet,” he said, “don’t invite your
friends, brothers, relatives, and rich neigh-
bors. For they will invite you back, and that
will be your only reward. 13 Instead, invite
the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the
blind. 14 Then at the resurrection of the right-
eous, God will reward you for inviting those
who could not repay you.” Luke 14:12-14
• Be likeable.  John 13:34-35, “So now I am
giving you a new commandment: Love each
other. Just as I have loved you, you
should love each other. Your love for one an-
other will prove to the world that you are my
disciples.”
When we live out these traits- as Jesus did-
we will prove to the world that we are Jesus’
disciples!  Jesus grew in wisdom and in
stature and in favor with God and People.
Can that be said of you? Are you growing in
wisdom? Wisdom begins with God- there is
no true wisdom without a faith in Jesus
Christ. James said is we lack wisdom we
need to ask God for it. Pray and seek God’s
wisdom. He’ll answer through His Word and
He’ll direct you when you are truly seeking
Him and His direction.  
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 CCEELLEEBBRRAATTIINNGG OOUURR AARREEAA FFAARRMMEERRSS CCEELLEEBBRRAATTIINNGG OOUURR AARREEAA FFAARRMMEERRSS CELEBRATING OUR AREA FARMERS
 NNaattiioonnaall AAggrriiccuullttuurree WWeeeekk MMaarrcchh 2211--2277 NNaattiioonnaall AAggrriiccuullttuurree WWeeeekk MMaarrcchh 2211--2277 National Agriculture Week March 21-27

 www.lccbank.com
 Nerstrand Lobby Hours: 9am-2pm M-F

 313 Main Street • (507) 333-2500

 - ATM AVAILABLE AT PARKSIDE -

 Our Services Include:
 Personal Banking:  Ag Lending, Personal Checking,

 Ready Reserve,  Personal Savings, iHelp Student Loans,
 Safe Deposit Boxes, Personal Loans, Mortgages,

 Construction Loans

 Business Banking:  Business Checking, Business Savings,
 Business Financing, Night Deposit,
 Teleserv (24 Hr. Phone Banking),

 Internet Banking, Direct Deposit, ACH Processing

 WE’RE HERE FOR  YOU !
 We’re local, qualified and ready to 

 help you achieve your dreams!
 Talk with a lender today!

Victorian Tea
Luncheon-
Honoring

Women Past
and Present

(continued from page 1)

Local residents named to Dean’s List at Luther College
DECORAH, Iowa— Area residents have been named to the 2022 fall semester Dean’s
List at Luther College.

Josie Ramler, senior of Dennison
Annalie Piller, junior of Kenyon
Kaitlyn Vold, senior of Kenyon

Kasandra Keller, senior of Nerstrand
Luther College's Fall 2022 Dean's List includes 652 students; 134 first-years, 124 soph-
omores, 170 juniors and 224 seniors. To be named to the Dean's List, a student must earn
a semester grade point average of 3.5 or better on a 4.0 scale and must complete at least
12 credit hours with 10 hours of conventional grades (A, B, C, D).

About Luther College
At Luther College in beautiful Decorah, Iowa, students explore big questions and take
action to benefit people, communities and society. Our academic programs, experiential
approach to learning and welcoming community inspire students to learn actively, live
purposefully and lead courageously for a lifetime of impact.

Lent at Dennison Lutheran
Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February
22.   Soup suppers begin at 6:00, and worship
is at 7:00.  All soup suppers and worships
will be at Dennison Lutheran. 
The Lenten focus this year will be “The
Way of Love: Practices for a Jesus Centered
Life,” entering into reflection, discernment
and commitment around the practices of Turn
– Learn – Pray – Worship – Bless – Go –
Rest.  All are welcome.

This Tea luncheon is held at Crystal Lake
Golf Course at 16725 Innsbrook Drive,
Lakeville, MN. 

The luncheon is hosted by costumed host-
esses with beautiful table settings and a five

course meal is served by costumed wait staff.
Participants are encouraged to wear their fa-
vorite dress and hat.
Tickets are $50 each with all proceeds ben-
efitting Dakota City Heritage Village. Atten-
dees are advised to make reservations
promptly, as only a limited number can be ac-
commodated.
More information is available at
www.dakotacity.org" www.dakotacity.org or
by calling (651) 460-8050 x 1. Ticket reser-
vations/payment are required before April 25,
2023.
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SKYWARN To
Offer In-Person

Training
This Spring

KENYON — Sogn Valley SKYWARN will
be offering several opportunities to become
certified as a severe storm spotter for the Na-
tional Weather Service.
The training is free, takes about 2 to 3 hours
and this year will be available both via webi-
nar(home computer) and also in person at var-
ious locations in Goodhue County.
“The past three years have been a challenge
to train volunteer storm spotters because of
the pandemic," says Jim Braaten, lead coor-
dinator for the Sogn Valley SKYWARN
group. "The uncertainty of not knowing if you
could train in-person pushed us into doing
only webinar-based sessions the past two
years.
While some individuals prefer staying home
and the convenience of learning online, others
seemed to miss the vibe of classroom interac-
tion. So, this year we are offering both learn-
ing options." Anyone with an interest in
public service is encouraged to participate as
a volunteer storm spotter. The SKWYARN
program is a great resource allowing local cit-
izens to get involved by keeping their com-
munities safe during severe weather events.
The more trained eyes spread across the

county the better for the early detection and
public warning system to work. NWS certi-
fied instructors will teach spotters how to ob-
serve and subsequently report severe weather
to assist in the weather warning process.
Trainees will learn the basics of thunder-
storm development, the fundamentals of
storm structure, how to identify potential se-
vere weather features, what information to re-
port and how, as well as severe weather
safety.

The times and dates for the two online
SKYWARN training webinars are:
• Wednesday, March 22 @ 6:30pm H
Thursday, March 30 @ 6:30pm
In-person classes will be held in the follow-
ing cities:
• Cannon Falls (Public Safety Bldg.) on Sat-
urday, April 1, starting at 9:00am
• Red Wing (Emergency Operations Cen-
ter/LEC) on Tuesday, April 11, at 6:30pm
• Kenyon (First Lutheran Church Base-

ment) on Saturday, April 22, at 9:00am
Registration sign-up links for the online ses-
sions can be found at www.Sogn.us after
March 3.
In-person classes do not require registration,
but check the website for any possible
changes prior to attending any class.
Additional information about Sogn Valley
SKYWARN and these upcoming training op-
portunities is also available by contacting:
info@Sogn.us.

 Removing the Grime, Revealing the Shine
 507-663-9006

 Email: info@dubbelstruckwash.com
 www.dubbelstruckwash.com
 5224  284th St. East, Randolph

 Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm; Sat. 9am-Noon; Sun. Closed
 After Hours by Appointment

 MPCA Monitored • EPA Compliant • DOT State Regulated

 RANDOLPH
 5320 284th Street East

 507.649.1258

 HAMPTON
 23450 Emery Avenue

 507.649.1258

 Safe.  Affordable.  Easy.
 www.randolphstoragellc.com
 info@randolphstoragellc.com

 TThhaannkk YYoouu,, FFaarrmmeerrss!! TThhaannkk YYoouu,, FFaarrmmeerrss!! Thank You, Farmers!
 NNaattiioonnaall AAgg WWeeeekk MMaarrcchh 2211--2277 NNaattiioonnaall AAgg WWeeeekk MMaarrcchh 2211--2277 National Ag Week March 21-27

 37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Kitchen: Wednesday & Thursday 4:00-8:30 PM (Bar Open Later)

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM (Bar Open Later)
 Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
 www.firesidelounge.net

 Enjoy Our Lent Fish Fry
 & Dinner Specials

 Every Friday starting at 4:00pm

 Reservations Welcome! Call 507-645-9992
 or Email: firesideloungedennison @ gmail.com to Make Your Reservation

 (Put “Reservation Request” in the subject line)

 Serving Fish Dinners Fridays for Lunch
 11:00am-3:00pm

 En
 F

 Fi
 Every Fr

Severe Weather Awareness Week
is April 17-21, 2023
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Nerstrand Fire & Rescue recently purchased a new 2000 gallon Pumper/Tanker fire en-
gine from Midwest Fire in Luverne, MN. This truck is state of the art and was needed to
update the fleet. It will be replacing a 1981 International Tanker located at the Nerstrand
Station. This apparatus has a 2000 gallon tank with a Newton swivel dump gate which
allows 180 degrees of motion to fill a portable drop tank to the rear and both sides of the
apparatus on rural fire scenes. It also has the capability to flow 1000 gallons of water per
minute. The Pumper/Tanker has many new features such as a back-up camera, front re-
mote control nozzle and “pump and roll” capability which allow it to pump while trav-
eling up to 10 miles per hour, which can be beneficial during wildland fires. This vehicle
was purchased with funds provided by a grant from FEMA Assistance to Firefighters
Program and the City of Nerstrand and surrounding communities. Nerstrand Fire & Res-
cue anticipates the vehicle being placed in service mid March after stocking the unit and
providing training on operation to the firefighters. 

Nerstrand Fire & Truck Purchases
New Fire Engine

 Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

 Fertilizer • Seed • Soil Sampling • Chemicals • Custom Application • Field Scouting
 Bulk, LP, Gas and Diesel Fuel

 PPrroouuddllyy  PPrroouuddllyy  Proudly 
 ssuuppppoorrttiinngg ssuuppppoorrttiinngg supporting

 oouurr aarreeaa  oouurr aarreeaa  our area 
 ffaarrmmeerrss!! ffaarrmmeerrss!! farmers!

 2023 N ATIONAL  A G  W EEK

This will mark the 50th anniversary of Na-
tional Ag Day which is celebrated in class-
rooms and communities across the country.
The theme for National Ag Day 2023 is
“Growing a Climate for Tomorrow.”
On March 21, 2023, the ACA will host a
virtual Ag Day event and events in Washing-
ton, DC.  Additionally, the ACA will bring
college students to Washington “virtually” to
deliver the message of Ag Day to the Hill.  A
core leadership team of college students will
attend events in DC.   Other Ag Day events in
DC will be announce soon.
These events honor National Agriculture
Day and mark a nationwide effort to tell the
true story of American agriculture and remind
citizens that agriculture is a part of all of us.
Many agricultural associations, corporations,
students and government organizations in-
volved in agriculture are expected to partici-
pate.
National Ag Day is organized by the Agri-
culture Council of America. The ACA is a
nonprofit organization composed of leaders
in the agricultural, food and fiber community,
dedicating its efforts to increasing the pub-
lic's awareness of agriculture's role in mod-
ern society.
The National Ag Day program encourages
every American to:
· Understand how food and fiber products
are produced
Appreciate the role agriculture plays in pro-
viding safe, abundant and affordable products
·  Value the essential role of agriculture in
maintaining a strong economy
Acknowledge and consider career opportu-
nities in the agriculture, food and fiber in-
dustry
In addition to the events on March 21, the
ACA will once again feature the Ag Day
Essay Contest. The winning essay will be
presented on National Ag Day.
Visit www.agday.org for more information
on National Ag Day.
HISTORY OF NATIONAL AG DAY
Almost all of us take agriculture for granted.

National Ag Day is arranged by the Agricul-
ture Council of America. This is a non-profit
organization that comprises all the leaders in
the agriculture and food community. This day
is observed to honor the efforts of people re-
lated to agriculture and promote awareness
about these efforts amongst people.
It is that day of the year when all the pro-
ducers, agriculture organizations, universities,
corporations, and government departments
take out some time to recognize the greatness
of agriculture. 
National Ag Day was founded by the Agri-
culture Council of America in 1973. The first
National Ag Day was celebrated by the ACA
in 1979. Since then the ACA has put efforts
into creating awareness about the role of agri-
culture in modern society. So even if we are
not involved in agriculture, we should learn
about how our food and fiber are produced,
as well as how agriculture provides us with
safe, abundant, and useful products. Another
important thing that agriculture provides us
with is employment opportunities. Therefore,
we should also acknowledge the career op-
portunities in the field of agriculture.

National Ag Day is
Celebrated During
National Ag Week
March 21-27

(continued from page 1)
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2023 Flake Out Festival Chili Cook Off

 Celebrating Our Area Farmers
 National Ag Week March 21-27, 2023

 Excavating • Septic Installs • Septic Pumping • Grading • Basements • Driveways • Demolition

 Office:
 651-775-3873

 Randolph, MN
 otteexcavating@yahoo.com

 www.otteexcavating.com

(additional pictures at www.dennisonmn.com and www.nerstrandmn.com)
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2023 Flake Out Festival Winter Parade

 www.CannonFallsTrailers.com
 Phone: 888.263.7212      Fax: 507.263.9131

 28730 Rochester Blvd. • PO Box 7
 Cannon Falls

 Celebrating 2023 National Ag Week

 Thank You,Farmers!

 Owned and Operated
 by Dori Gregory Since 2001

 Dennison Meat Locker 
 Provides Quality Custom 
 Meat Processing Services 

 to the Community

 WE ALSO OFFER RETAIL SAUSAGE, STEAKS, HAMBURGER 
 AND OTHER MEAT PRODUCTS

 • Pork  • Beef  • Poultry  • Lamb  • Venison
 • Whole Roasted Hogs  • Elk  • Homemade Smoked Sausage

 109 Farm Road, Dennison, MN  •  Monday-Friday 8a.m.-5p.m.; Saturday 8a.m.-2p.m.
 www.dennisonmeatlocker.com  •  dennisonmeats@gmail.com  •  507-645-8734

photos courtesy of Nerstrand Fire & Rescue
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 www.syngenta.com  •  Stanton, MN

 We are proud to show our gratitude to the 
 many men and women who make 
 agriculture possible.

 We know that food doesn’t just arrive at 
 the grocery store or magically appear on 
 our dinner table. There’s an entire industry 
 dedicated to providing plentiful and safe 
 food for consumption.

 And it’s important to remember that 
 American agriculture is not just doing it, but 
 doing it better and more effectively! 
 Consider this:

 • Each American farmer feeds about   
        165 people.

 • Agriculture is America’s #1 export.
 • New technology means farmers are

        more environmentally friendly than
        ever before.

 Proud to Support
 National Ag Week

 Abundant Thanks 
 To Our Area 

 Farmers
 National Ag Week
 March 21-27, 2023

 12989 Dennison Blvd. S, Dennison • 507-645-2890
 STORE HOURS: M-F 6am-7pm; Sat-Sun 7am-7pm  •  24 Hour Pay at Pump

 305 Main Street, Nerstrand, MN 55053
 507-334-6550

 “Trust in Tomorrow.” and the “A Grinnell Mutual
 Member” mark are property of Grinnell Mutual 
 Reinsurance Company. ©Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance 
 Company, 2022.

 KELLER INSURANCE AGENCY
 Your FarMutual Agent

 TRUST US TO 
 PROTECT 
 YOUR FUTURE
 We know you value your peace of 
 mind.  That s why protecting your 
 future is our priority.
 Trust in Tomorrow. ®   Contact us today.

 502 Huseth St., Kenyon

 507-789-6321

 Toro #21466
 60V Max* 22” Recycler ®

 w/Personal Pace ®  & SmartStow ®

 Lawn Mower
 22” recycler cutting deck

 Personal pace self propelled auto drive transmission
 Smart stow folds & stores upright taking up 70% less space
 Interchangeable battery works with a full line of yard tools

 2 year mower warranty / 3 year battery warranty

 $ 629.00

 Check out our full line of
 60v Lithium Ion cordless tools 

 and accessories.
 Includes: string trimmers,

 edgers, chainsaws,
 hedge trimmers & more
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Share Your Good News!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or
birth announcement.

Email us at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 Friendly, Personal Service
 Dennison, MN 507-645-0278

 www.dennisontireandrepair.com

Rural Routes

The total number of farms in Minnesota in
2022 was 67,100, down 300 farms from 2021,
according to the USDA, National Agricultural
Statistics Service – Farms and Land in Farms
2022 Summary report.
Total land in farms for Minnesota during
2022 was 25.4 million acres.
The average farm size in Minnesota for
2022 was 379 acres, up 2 acres from 2021.
United States Farms and Land in Farms
The number of farms in the United States for
2022 is estimated at 2,002,700, down 9,350
farms from 2021. The number of farms in-
creased in all sales classes except the $1,000-
$9,999 and $10,000-$99,999 sales classes. In
2022, 50.8 percent of all farms had less than
$10,000 in sales and 81.4 percent of all farms

Farms and
Land in Farms

By USDA

had less than $100,000 in sales. In 2022, 7.5
percent of all farms had sales of $500,000 or

The average farm size for 2022 is 446 acres,
up from 445 acres the previous year. Average
farm size increased in the $1,000,000 or more
sales class and decreased or remained un-
changed in all other sales classes.
The complete report can be found on the
USDA NASS website at
www.nass.usda.gov/Publications.

 Northfield  •  507-663-0003

  www.holdenfarms.com

 Thanks to American agriculture - Food Brings Everyone to the Table!
 American agriculture is the foundation of our country.

 It  s the backbone of a healthy and prosperous nation that  s made possible by the hard 
 work of America’s farms and farm families.

 We are proud to celebrate the nutritious and plentiful contributions
 of our country’s farms during National Ag Week.

 Family Farming Since 1876

more.
Total land in farms, at 893,400,000 acres,
decreased 1,900,000 acres from 2021. The
biggest change for 2022 is that producers in
Sales Class $100,000 - $249,999 operated
1,620,000 fewer acres than in 2021. In 2022,
30.0 percent of all farmland was operated by
farms with less than $100,000 in sales, while
41.2 percent of all farmland was operated by
farms with sales of $500,000 or more.
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Rice SWCD

Four Cover
Crops to

Consider this
Planting Season

Thinking about planting cover crops? More
and more farmers across Minnesota are inte-
grating cover crops into their cropping sys-
tems and reaping the benefits.
If you are looking to give cover crops a try,
here are the most popular choices to plant lo-
cally.
#1: Winter Cereal Rye.  Not to be confused
with Annual Ryegrass, Winter Cereal Rye is
a common cereal grain that is a real work-
horse.  It is by far the most commonly used
cover crop and with good reason.  It is very
easy to grow and great at weed suppression,
scavenging nitrogen, building soil, breaking
up compaction, and erosion control.  Plus, it is
easy to terminate too, which is why many
farmers plant soybeans right into the growing
Winter Cereal Rye crop and then terminate
within a week later.  It is the easiest way to
break into a cover crop program on your farm.
#2: Annual Ryegrass.  Like Winter Cereal
Rye, it shares many of the same benefits but is

a much better choice if you want to plant a
cover crop early in the growing season be-
cause it is shade tolerant.  Some varieties are
better than others at overwintering, so vari-
ety selection is important.  It also works well
when mixed with other cover crops like kale,
clover, and turnips. 
#3: Brassicas.  Brassicas are a family of
plants that include radishes, turnips, kale,
canola, cabbage, and mustards.  These plants
generally will not survive the typical Min-
nesota winter, so early establishment will
provide the most benefits.  Most of these are
great at reducing compaction, adding grazing
value, and loosening the topsoil.  Add one or
more of these to your cover crop mix, espe-
cially if you plan to use the cover crops as
forage.
#4: Legumes.  Want to put some nitrogen
into your soil for the next row crop?  Con-
sider including a legume in your cover crop
mix.  The most popular locally is Medium
Red Clover, but others like Hairy Vetch and
Field Peas are commonly found in mixes.
As you can see, there are lots of options
when it comes to selecting a cover crop.  Not
only do you need to think about what to plant,
but you also need to determine how much,
when, and have a plan for termination.  There
are many resources out on the internet, but if
you farm in the Midwest, your local SWCD
can be a great place to get started.  Here in
Rice County, we have trained staff with many
years of experience with cover cropping, and
we also have many options for helping with
the cost.  We currently have funding from $35
to $45 per acre for those who want to get
started.  Give us a call at 507-332-5408 or
stop by our office at 1810 30th St. NW in
Faribault.  We’d be happy to help!
Steve Pahs is the District Manager with the

Rice Soil & Water Conservation District.
Contact Steve with your questions about con-
servation practices and programs at 507-
332-5408.

By Steve Pahs

Winter Cereal Rye protects soil from erosion in a Rice County farm field.

Annual Ryegrass, shaded by corn, grows in a field in northeastern Rice County.

 www.nerstrandag.com

 Byron Agri Center
 302 Byron Ave N, Byron

 800-944-2297

 Cannon Falls Agri Center
 216 Dakota, Cannon Falls

 507-263-2140

 Nerstrand Agri Center
 415 Main St, Nerstrand

 507-645-7972

 AAggrriiccuullttuurree WWeeeekk AAggrriiccuullttuurree WWeeeekk Agriculture Week
 NNaattiioonnaall NNaattiioonnaall National

 MMaarrcchh 2211--2277 MMaarrcchh 2211--2277 March 21-27

 A Salute to Agriculture!
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Rice County

New Jail Mental Health
Courtesy of KYMN Radio
As public health and law enforcement agencies continue to strug-
gle to deal with the rising tide of mental health issues plaguing our
society, they are also looking at ways to address each case as best
as they possibly can.
Ground was broken last year on a new Rice County Safety Cen-
ter. While the new building will not have specific mental health or
detox facilities, they are working to incorporate features within the
design that will help de-escalate some situations. “We’ll not have a
true mental health facility – there are four cells off of our intake
that are softer so the colors are different, the flooring’s different,
there’s natural light so that way it addresses some mental health
needs but it’s not a fulltime fix” says Rice County Sheriff Thomas.
Officials in Rice County are hopeful that a private company may
fill the void in mental healthcare that has been left to mainly law enforcement agencies.
“I think they’re starting to understand that over the years everything has kind of got
pushed on law enforcement, right? So when the State shut down their facilities, where
does everybody go? They put them in jail so then we take them up to the hospital, the hos-
pital says they shouldn’t be here, the best place for them is in jail which, that’s their opin-
ion, not mine because they shouldn’t be in a jail if they have alot of mental health issues.”
Corporate officials have contacted and are working with the County on possibly build-
ing a facility that may house Mental Health and Detox services, though nothing is defi-
nite yet and, if built, would still be at least three years away from taking clients. As has
been the case for healthcare services for a number of years now, staffing the facility 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, would be the biggest challenge.

Jesse Thomas
Rice County
Sheriff

Aaron Osborne, a Rice County Probation
Officer, has been named the 2023 Best Sup-
porting Agent by the Minnesota Association
of Community Corrections Act Counties.
The award, according to a statement issued
by Rice County, is presented annually to a
person who demonstrates an ability to help
peers even under the most stressful circum-
stances, is positive and encouraging and is
the “go-to” person when someone needs as-

Probation Officer Aaron Osborn (left), and
Probation Supervisor Jackson Hanson

Osborn, the
“Go-To” Probation

Officer, Wins
Annual Award
Courtesy of KYMN Radio

sistance.
According to Rice County Probation Su-
pervisor Jackson Hanson, that was precisely
why Osborne was nominated for the award.
“Aaron has taken on many roles in our of-
fice, but the one that is constant is that he is
the go-to agent,” he said. “He is the person
that, despite the challenges and stresses of his
own caseload, will drop everything to help…
and does this without hesitation and always
with a smile.”
Osborne, who has been with the county for
five years, said receiving the award is grati-
fying.
“I’m grateful that I have great supervisors
who thought of me and the work that I do,
and that they felt it was appropriate to nomi-
nate me for the award,” he said.
The statement said Osborne is a member of

the department’s Search and Seizure, and De-
escalation teams, and this year he will help
train all the department’s agents in both
areas. He is also a qualified trainer for sev-
eral cognitive skills programs the Commu-
nity Corrections department provides to
clients and he will often facilitate sessions
and work with participants in the county’s
Treatment Court.
According to their website, the Minnesota
Association of Community Corrections Act
Counties is a consortium of 35 counties
across the state who operate corrections pro-
gramming within their communities under
the provisions of the Minnesota Community
Corrections Act of 1973 and are organized
into 22 administrative service units.

 From start to finish,
 we do the entire project.

 • Kitchens  • Living Rooms  • Fireplaces
 • Floors  • Closets  • Bathrooms
 • New Projects  • Remodels  • Barns
 • Roofs  • Siding  • Garages
 • Pole Sheds

 Wood Doc
 Construction

 Emery and John Maher

 507-271-4200
 www.wooddocconstruction.com

 Dennison, MN
 Lic. #BC628191

 PROUD
 TO

 SUPPORT 
 OUR AREA 
 FARMERS!

 National
 Ag Week

 March 21-27 
 2023

 Strese’s Tree Service, Inc.
 www.streses.com

 12312  110th St. E., Dennison, MN  55018

 Phone: Cole 507-298-1005
 Email: cole@streses.com  •   Fax: 507-645-6066

 PPrroouudd ttoo SSuuppppoorrtt PPrroouudd ttoo SSuuppppoorrtt Proud to Support
 NNaattiioonnaall AAggrriiccuullttuurree WWeeeekk!! NNaattiioonnaall AAggrriiccuullttuurree WWeeeekk!! National Agriculture Week!

 MMaarrcchh 2211--2277,, 22002233 MMaarrcchh 2211--2277,, 22002233 March 21-27, 2023

 NNuurrsseerryy -- TTrreeee SSaalleess NNuurrsseerryy -- TTrreeee SSaalleess Nursery - Tree Sales
 TTrreeee MMoovviinngg TTrreeee MMoovviinngg Tree Moving

 TTrraannssppllaannttiinngg TTrraannssppllaannttiinngg Transplanting

 Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
    Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com
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Local Government

Nerstrand City Council Meeting Minutes January 11, 2023
Nerstrand City Council met for their regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, January
11, 2023 at 7:00p.m. Those in attendance in person were Council Members Carrie Turi,
Dan Pfleger, John Harris, Jennifer Schwab, and Mayor Todd Evavold. Other people in at-
tendance were Fire Chief, Joe Johnson, City Clerk, Dana Jans, and 5 residents.

Roll Call
Councilpersons, Turi, Pfleger, Harris, Schwab and Mayor Evavold present.

Approval of Agenda
-Motion to accept the agenda by Councilor Schwab second by Councilor Pfleger, mo-
tion passed unanimously. 

Consent Agenda
-Motion to accept all consent items by Councilor Schwab, second by Councilor Harris,
motion passed unanimously.

New Business
-Fire Chief Joe Johnson asked council to consider the acceptance of a FEMA grant
awarded to Nerstrand Fire and Rescue for the purchase of air tanks for approximately
$106,000.00. Motion by Councilor Schwab, seconded by Councilor Harris, motion passed
unanimously.
-Motion to adopt Resolution 2023-01 the Designation of Depositories, Lake Country
Community Bank and Faribault Daily News and the Cities Official Paper, by Councilor
Schwab, second by Councilor Harris, motion passed unanimously.
-Motion to remove Monica Gernandt from Lake Country Community Bank as a signer
and add Councilor Schwab, by Councilor Harris, second by Councilor Pfleger motioned
passed, Schwab abstained.
-Resolution 2023-02 Allowing Electronic Fund Transfers by Councilor Harris, second
by Councilor Pfleger, motioned passed unanimously.
-Transfer of approximately $4,000.00 from our general fund to the WIF savings account
by Councilor Harris, second by Councilor Turi, motion passed unanimously.
-Dennison Lions Club donated $3,000.00 to be used for improvements on the Dennison
Fire Hall.  Motion to accept the donation by Councilor Harris, second by Council Pfleger,
motion passed unanimously.
-Motion by Councilor Harris to table the discussion on insurance. Second by Councilor
Schwab, motion passed unanimously. This will be added to the February agenda.
-Council agreed a cleaning service needs to be contacted. Motion by Councilor Turi for
Clerk Jans to get bids on cleaning services for the February meeting, second by Councilor
Harris, motion passed unanimously.

Old Business
-Brief discussion on the service assure program. Not enough documentation has been
found to made a decision.  Motion by Councilor Schwab to move this to the February
meeting, second by Councilor Harris, motion passed unanimously.
-Yield signs have been purchased. Motion to install them at the intersection of 1st St S
and Cherry and at 1st St S and Short Street, by Councilor Schwab second by Councilor
Harris, motion passed unanimously.
-Appointment of residents to Planning and Zoning Board.  Motion to appoint Amy Har-
ris and Kevin O’Brien by Councilor Schwab, second by Councilor Pfleger, motion passed
by majority. Harris abstained.
-No update on the continued project of the second story, tuck-pointing, Farm Street or
Fire Hall parking.

Adjourn
Motion by Councilor Pfleger to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilor Harris mo-
tion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted by;
Dana Jans    
Nerstrand City Clerk 

City of Dennison
Regular Council Meeting
January 5th, 2023
The January Dennison City Council meet-
ing was called to order by Mayor Jeff Flaten
on Thursday, January 5th, 2023 at 7:04 pm.
Present were Councilors Nichole Schloesser,
Kaylyn Nygaard, Diane Ruddle, and Clerk
Jessica Page.  Councilor Heidi Cooke was un-
able to attend.
Mayor Flaten move to approve the regular
meeting minutes for December.  Councilor
Ruddle second.  Motion passed 3:0. Coun-
cilor Ruddle move to accept the Public Hear-
ing minutes from December 5th with the
name correction completed.   Councilor
Schloesser  second.  Motion passed 3:0.
Councilor  Schloesser move to approve the
Treasurer’s report.  Mayor Flaten second.
Motion passed 3:0.
Building Permits: None         
Administrative Issues:
1. Write in votes for council position. Kay-
lyn Gieger, aka Kaylyn Nygaard, received the
most write in votes in the November election.
She submitted her letter of resignation as
Kaylyn Gieger.  Councilor Ruddle move to
adopt Resolution 1-2023-02, accepting the
resignation for Kaylyn Geiger, and creating a
vacant position on the Dennison City Coun-
cil.   Councilor Schloesser second.  Motion
passed 3:0.  Mayor Flaten move to adopt Res-
olution 1-2023-03 to appoint Kaylyn Nygaard
to the vacant position on the Dennison City
Council.  Councilor Schloesser second.  Mo-
tion passed 3:0.
Todd Greseth, County commissioner was
present to talk with Council.  He noted that
the County budget was finalized with a
4.69% increase to the levy.  They had started
with a proposed 7% increase.  He noted that
a lot of positions remain unfilled  in the
county workforce, averaging about 20 vacan-
cies. Some ARPA $ left, and they county is
looking at Broadband capability throughout
the County.  They are already out of salt and
sand that was budgeted for the winter.  He
stated that plows out for 21 days straight,
which is a lot.  The County ordered a new
mobile command vehicle and radios from
grant money and ARPS $.  Todd is asking to
store the vehicle away from the Prairie Island
Nuclear Plant instead of in Red Wing, in case
of any disaster there, the vehicle would still
be usuable. 
2. Re-org meeting:  (motion to accept all

designations, and approve the resolution for
the financial institution, at the end)
Designate a newspaper of general circula-
tion as the official newspaper of the city.  Has
been the Cannon Falls Beacon. 
Posting locations for announcements.  Den-
nison Depot, the public bulletin board, post
office is available.
Select an official depository, by resolution,
for city funds.  Heritage Bank  Resolution 1-
2023-01
Elect an acting mayor from the coun-
cilmembers to perform the mayor’s duties if
the mayor unable to fulfill his duties.  Heidi
Cooke
City Attorney:   Burkhardt and Kreisler,
LLC
City Clerk/Treasurer: Jessica Page
Hall Custodian: Charles Helcl
Sewer/Water Operator: Nate Sparrow,
Travis Reichl Consultant, C License holder
for Sewer.
Additional City Employees for
water/sewer/general: Dan Storlie
City Engineer: As needed on a project
basis. (Not ISG)
Fire Department: Nerstrand
Meeting date/time: First Thursday of the
month at 7:00 pm.
Councilor Schloesser move to approve all
designations and Resolution 1-2023-01, for
the bank and for Heidi Cooke to be acting
mayor.  Councilor Nygaard second.  Motion
passed 4:0.
3. Fee Schedule:  Update fee schedule. Pro-
posing to increase the base rate for sewer
from $15.75 to 17.00. Increase the usage rate

from $4.00 to $5.00 per thousand. Justifica-
tion is the mandate by the MPCA to show
how we pay for the operating costs of the
new phosphorus reduction system. Next
July, 2023, we have to provide documenta-
tion to the PCA proving we have the suffi-
cient funds to operate the system. This
would include the chemical, increased test-
ing and labor to run the system. Also figur-
ing the increased costs to bring on Travis
Reichl, our Class C licensed wastewater op-
erator. Proposing to increase the water usage
rate under 5000 gallons from $1.55 to $2.00
per thousand. Justification is the mainte-
nance of our water system. Looking at up-
dating/replacing equipment on the chemical
side of the well house, fluoride system. The
plan is to inspect/clean the water tower this
year. Normally it's done every 5 years, it's
been 7 years since the last inspection and

cleaning, 
Councilor Schloesser move to increase the
base rate from $15.75 to $17.00 monthly and
the usage rate for sewer costs from $4.00 to
$5.00 per thousand gallons, and increase the
water from $1.55 to $1.85 for usage of 5000
gallons and under, and $2.00 to $2.25 for over
5000 gallons used.  Councilor Nygaard  sec-
ond. Motion passed 4:0.
When it comes to the fee schedule, should
there be a fee for new driveway entrances,
being that this issue came up last fall?  Would
need to set a new fee/amount.  Discussion
was had with the agreement of the need for a
driveway ordinance needing to be in place be-
fore a fee would be set.  Councilor Ruddle
will look at neighboring City driveway ordi-
nances for examples. 

 NOW AVAILABLE!

 HOPE CREAMERY 
 BUTTER AVAILABLE 

 AT PARKSIDE!

 “The best butter
 we can find.
 I have not had
 butter this good
 in 55+ years.”
 - Dennis

 “Made my knees
 buckle.  Probably

 the only butter I
 could eat with a 

 spoon.”
 - Julie

 Local has become an important part of 
 consumer’s food choices.  People like to 

 know where their food is coming from and 
 how is it produced.  Hope Creamery fits 
 that profile very well.  Our butter is made 

 using an age old process.
 Vat pasteurization, and small batch 

 quantities are churned fresh every week.

 The Hope Creamery
 makes butter the old 

 fashioned way and you
 can tell the difference. 

 ATM AVAILABLE
 Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm; Sat.-Sun. 7am-7pm

 SUMMER HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm
 Sat.-Sun. 7am-8pm

 230 Main St, Nerstrand
 507-332-8626

 parksidenerstrand@gmail.com

 Park side General Store
 ~ Gas & Groceries ~

 “The Little Store with More!”

 507-403-0033
 dennisonstorage@gmail.com

 Safe
 Secure
 Affordable

 DENNISON SELF-STORAGE

(continued on page 17)
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Local Government
Dennison City Council
(continued from page 16)
Under water usage, proposing the City set a
standard water fee (tier system) for private
businesses or public entities that need water
from the City, when it comes to specific situ-
ations/projects. Last fall, for example,
MetroNet used thousands of gallons of water
for their fiber-optic project. Goodhue County
was working on a project in the area and re-
quired water and asked for our help. Tier pro-
posal, less than 5,000 gallons used, $100.00.
Up to 10,000 gallons used, $150.00. Up to
20,000 gallons used, $200.00.  Special event
usage of water from the city.  Non residential
use of water?  Councilor Ruddle will look at
neighboring cities Ordinances to see what
they do. 
4. Councilor Schloesser move to adopt Res-
olution 1-2023-04 to allow Bingo at City Hall
for Dennison Lions during Flake Out Festival
On Feb 4th.  Councilor Nygaard second.  Mo-
tion passed 3:0.  Councilor Ruddle abstained

from voting as she is part of the Lions Club.
5. What shall the City do about clearing
sidewalks.  Includes City Hall, as well as
empty business’.  Charlie has done snow
shoveling in the past for City Hall.  Maybe
have someone to do this instead of Charlie?
Talk to Bill and see how long it would take
for him to clear off the sidewalk.  Currently
two business’ are not keeping their sidewalks
clear, the  Pink Posh building, and Marlea’s
6. Mr. Bolstrom letter. He never picked up
his letter at the post office. Goodhue County
served papers to him on December 30th.  Has
he contacted the City? The weather has
turned cold and snow on the ground, and do
we wait to clean up the property in the
spring? Does the City give Mr. Bolstrom a
hard date to comply otherwise we will hire
someone to do the work to clean up the prop-
erty?  Bolstrom vehicles have been moved to
Mark Weatherfords property.  There was con-
cern about hazardous waste in barrels on the
property,  ie. what is stored, what is the Cities
liability?  Council members would like to
talk with the city attorney about what the
next step would be?  Need confirmation that
the property sold?  Do we have to start over
with new owner In regards to the letter in-
forming him to clean it up.  Ask the League
of MN Cities also on process. 
7. The Nerstrand Fire Department/City
Shop. The fire truck was moved into the shop
on December 7th. Signage has been installed
on the building. New garage door opener in-
stalled. The Fire Chief is requesting that the
City pay for half of the cost, around $850.00.
Fire Department informed me that the roof
vent/chimney was plugged with soot. It
could've started a fire without being re-
moved. Brian's Heating and Mechanical was
used to change the piping/clean everything
out. The south heater is working fine now.
Old toilet removed and thrown away. New
toilet installed by Nate. Outside light for sign
will be fixed by the Nerstrand Fire Depart-
ment. Right now, a light switch inside the city
shop/fire station controls the light above the
sign. The plan is to have a photo electric sen-
sor installed to illuminate the sign and flag
pole. The fire department said they are will-
ing to pay for that improvement. Nerstrand
installed keyless touch pads for the side door
and garage door. The Fire Chief asked if the
Sheriff's Department can have access to our
building for breaks/the bathroom. Is that

O.K? Medical cabinet moved from City Hall
to the new fire station. AED and medical bag
is the cabinet. Chief Johnson asked if the city
council would want an AED in the council
chamber? Amount to bill Nerstrand monthly
for maintenance shed?  Set fee of $50? Or
figure out half of costs each month? Dump-
ster gone on Dec 27th.
Council would like to know if we can pig-
gyback with them for the light outside the
City Hall to get it fixed, as long as an electri-
cian is coming to town.
Councilor Nygaard move to approve the
$885 for half of the cost of the garage door.
Councilor Schloesser second. Motion passed
4:0.  Council instructed clerk to send Ner-
strand a bill for one half of the cost of LP and
one half of the electrical cost for the build-
ing. 
8. Replace fire extinguishers. Fire Chief
said existing extinguishers haven't been serv-
iced since 1997. Requesting that we purchase
5 new fire extinguishers for $400.00. One
would be placed in the front entrance of City
Hall, one in the city chamber, one in the well
house (electrical panel) side, one in the city
shop/fire station and one in the phosphorus
building.  Councilor Schloesser move to ap-
prove the purchase of 5 fire extinguishers for
$400.  Councilor Nygaard second.  Motion
passed 4:0.
9.  Jared Petersen from OurTech CO-OP is
putting together the final numbers to submit
for state broadband dollars. No financial
commitment from the City at this time. Jared
is going to send out an email for the council
to read about the proposal. Diane wants to
read what they are going to submit.  Concern
is that they are saying the City will pay for
25% of the funding, we want to make sure
that the City is not being on the hook for pro-
viding part of this funding in the proposals
that they are submitting.  Ask for what is
being sent out on Monday. 
10. New phone service with LTD broad-
band is up and running. MetroNet service has
been cancelled and our account closed.
11. Based on the last meeting, does the
council want to install a key storage lock
box? Can get one for $29.99.  Where to put?
Who has access?  Need a master set in case
someone is gone. Keep in the entryway at
City Hall.  Councilor Schloesser move to get
a lock box for the entry way around $30.
Councilor Nygaard second.  Motion passed
4:0.  Nate will put up.

12. Approve a pay raise for Clerk?  One
was figured in to the budget for 2023.  Cur-
rently    $1630.00 gross monthly/$19,566.00
annually.  No benefits except PERA.  Bud-
geted amount for 2023 was $23,900.00 an-
nually, or $1,991.66 monthly.  Councilor
Ruddle move to approve pay raise for clerk.
Councilor Schloesser second.  Motion passed
4:0.
Citizens Issues: 
Mayors Issues:
Jeff had a conversation with the chair of the
Northfield Township regarding state High-
way 246. There have been discussions at
Rice County about the state giving 246 back
to the county. Northfield Township has al-
ready discussed the topic and they are op-
posed to the idea. They plan on putting
together a letter. What does the city council
want to do?  The City could put together a
letter with concerns about the timeliness of
Rice County plowing.  Emergency personal
being able to get to people in a timely man-
ner.  Mayor Flaten will look at doing one.
Utilities:
1. Update from Nate.
2. New water meter delivered to the Voight
home.  Water not turned on yet. 
3.  Conduit pipe at the lift station was fixed
on December 14th.  Looks sturdier than what
was previously installed.  Put a post in in the
spring. 
4. Nate installed a new battery for the gen-
erator at the lift station.  Have someone serv-
ice it?  Travis is going to send someone who
tests those.  Will start and then shut off after
5 minutes.  Want to know for sure if it will
do what it needs to do.  Nate will get info for
next Feb meeting. 
Travis is recommending that all of it (pump
house)  needs to be replaced as the equipment
isn’t working right, can’t see gauges, dials,
etc.  If changing any of the systems, it needs
to be approved by the Dept of Health. 
5.  Grant from the Minnesota Department
of Health to replace the door on the chemical
side of the well house has been fully funded
now. Will let Northfield Construction know
they can proceed with ordering the door and
installing.
6. All tin has been removed inside and out-
side for phosphorus shed. 
Mayor Flaten move to pay the bills.  Coun-
cilor Ruddle second.  Motion passed 4:0.
Mayor Flaten move to adjourn.  Councilor
Ruddle second.  Meeting was adjourned at
8:50 pm.
Next regular meeting is Thursday February
2nd, 2023 at 7:00. Commissioner Corner

By Todd Greseth, County Commissioner for District 3
I am starting my 3rd year as your county commissioner, the time
is going fast. I have already experienced change from my first year
in office. Our world is moving even faster than before and Good-
hue county will try to keep up. We now have a Outreach and Com-
munication specialist who is doing a great job with our social
media and bringing the county business to the people of Goodhue
county. Please check out our website and face book, there will be
more changes coming soon too. We recently had a goal setting
meeting with the commissioners. Finding a solution to our staffing
of the county and keeping our cost in control and all of our pro-
grams running is a real struggle. I think we all have heard that it
is hard to find staff and keep staff and we are no different, but we are looking at options
and ways to improve. Byllesby park pavilion is going to be a real nice addition to our
park system so please plan a time to go and see it this summer, we really do have a nice
park there. Please let me know what you are thinking about Goodhue County, both good
and bad but I hope there is not too much bad.

Todd Greseth
Goodhue County

Commissioner
District 3

2023 Election of Township
Officers, Annual Meeting,
and Board of Canvass
meeting (continued from page 1)
Notice is hereby given to qualified voters of
Warsaw Township, Goodhue County, State of
Minnesota that the election of town officers
and annual meeting will be held Tuesday,
March 14, 2023 at the Warsaw Town Hall,
3040 County 9 Blvd, Dennison. In case of in-
clement weather, the election and town meet-
ing may be postponed until the third Tuesday
in March at the same hours. 
The Election Polls will be open from 4:00
pm to 8:00 pm.
To be elected are: one supervisor for a term
of three years 
The Annual Meeting will commence at ap-

proximately 8:15 pm to conduct all necessary
business prescribed by law. 
The Board of Canvass will meet after the

election and before the annual meeting.    
You can also apply for an absentee ballot by
contacting the clerk, Darla Frandrup at 507-
301-819 or emailing
warsaw.township.clerk@gmail.com.
Darla Frandrup
Warsaw Township Clerk

 Keeping You Informed 
 During this Difficult Time

 www.kymnradio.net

Share Your Good News!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or
birth announcement.

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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 WE’RE 
 ONLINE!

 Keep Up With Your Hometown News
 at

 randolphmn.com

 WE’RE ONLINE!
 Keep Up With Your Hometown News at

 dennisonmn.com
 nerstrandmn.com

 Free Inspections
 952.222.4004

 www.CapitalMN.com

 Residential & Multi-Family Contractor
 Roofing    Siding    Gutters    Windows

By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:
More on Snow

Recently the Twin Cities got slammed by
a ton of powder snow fall; while I was at
work in the office. It was not snowing
when I left home but started after I got
there.
Because of the snow a lot of people left
during lunch to finish the day from home.
Except for me, the forecast said it was
going to stop at 1pm. So I figured I might
as well stay all day; after all, if I leave after
it’s not been snowing for a while then the
roads will be plowed. Right?
Wrong! I was wrong in my assumption

that the roads would all be plowed.
Now some of the side roads in town I did
not expect to be completely snow free by
the time I left for work. There were places
where one side was plowed and the other
was not. Which is to be expected since the
plow has to come back in the other direc-
tion to do that side.
The issue was when I got to the highway;
which I normally do not take home. Nor-
mally I take a backway home to avoid traf-
fic. However, due to the large amounts of
powdery snow I thought that I should play
it safe and take the highway.
Clearly my assumption was that the high-
way would have been plowed. After all, it's
a highway. The highway had not been
plowed.
Instead it was a slushy snow filled mess.
I did end up taking it all the way back to
my neighborhood though by doing some-
thing that I had not done since I was a
teenager driving to school.
I followed a 4x4 that was following a
Semitruck and got into their tire tracks just
like I used to do on snowy Minnesota
mornings when I would follow the milk
truck out of the valley to the main road.
The process was a little bit terrifying and
extremely slow, however, I did live to tell
the tale.

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
Old License
Plates and
Memories

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

Living on a family farm means you have a
collection of items that can be much older
than yourself. Last summer my wife had one
of her interior decorator friends do her magic
on our newly remodeled house. One of the
things was a display board of some of the tin
signs and license plates that have been
around the farmstead all my life. These are
not only interesting but also convey a wealth
of memories from the past, which predates
me by quite a time.
The oldest item on this board is a set of li-
cense plates off a pre-1920 Model T Ford
owned by my grandfather Otis Campbell.
From what I can determine this was his first
horse less carriage. I can ascertain that the
vehicle was a 1919 or older Model T because
it had a crank start. He would have bought it
used since the plate is dated 1928 and the
story, I will relate took place that year when
my grandparents first child was just an infant. 
Cooperatives were a common type of or-
ganization for farm service businesses. Otis
was going to go to a meeting in West Con-
cord for what I believe was a creamery asso-
ciation. It was a warm spring day and my
grandmother and their very young daughter
accompanied him in the open-air vehicle.
The young farm couple were in their twen-
ties and I can only imagine what a wonderful
world it seemed like a century ago. 
While my grandfather participated in the

meeting, his wife Eva went for a drive down
the dirt road we now know as Highway 56.
A few miles to the south of town she decided
to turn around. In the course of maneuvering
the old Ford to return to town the engine
quit. With a little baby wrapped in a blanket
on the front seat, my grandmother had to dis-
mount and hand crank the engine to start it
again. She got it running and they chugged
back to town.
The next set of license plates are motorcy-
cle plates from 1948 and 1952. My father
had a Harley Davidson 74 when he was a
young man. Most of the stories I heard about
the motorcycle were relayed to me by those
who knew my dad. One of my dad’s friends
was our neighbor, Bub Wichser. Bud told me
that my dad said he could take the Harley for
a ride if he could get it started. By my cal-
culations Bub would have been about 12
years old at the time. Never think a farm boy,
no matter how young, can’t get an engine
started. Bub fired the Harley up and headed
down the road on a ride. My dad sold the
Harley before I was born, but he did tell me
one story. Most roads were gravel back then
and while on a trip back from Cannon Falls
one evening, he laid the cycle over on a
gravel curve. When he got home, he cleaned
himself up and had to explain to my
grandma about the bloody towels. He had
gravel still embedded in the skin around his
elbows thirty years later. He may have told
me that story just to keep me from riding. 
The next set of plates are for my grandfa-
ther’s old pickup. It was a late 1940’s Ford
truck. Ford pickups have always played a
vital role on our family farm. The last plate
was from 1955 and is a “T” plate. As a kid I
recall truck license plates designated with a
T. I think it indicated a farm truck but am not
certain if that was so. 
In the granary on the old farm my grandfa-
ther had written many bits of information on
the board walls. Most where about crops and
feed and livestock, but one of them dated in
the early 50’s stated that he almost ran over
Elvis with the pickup. That one got my at-
tention. My dad explained that they named
the dog Elvis, because he was “nothin’ but a
hound dog”. One day my grandpa was back-
ing up to the granary to unload feed from the
pickup. Elvis was standing behind the
pickup looking away and when the pickup
bumper hit him, he yelped. Otis in his dry
sense of humor noted that on that day he al-
most ran over Elvis. 
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SUDOKU ANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!
News, Photos, Events...

Email your news to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: VALENTINE'S DAY
ACROSS
1. "Without further ____," pl.
5. Sweet 16 gift
8. Steps to the river, in India
12. *Michael BublÈ's "____ the Last Dance for Me"
13. Bigger than big
14. Nonkosher
15. Big-ticket one
16. October birthstone
17. *#5 Down's target
18. *Reason to celebrate Lupercalia, Valentine's Day
predecessor
20. Make over
21. Omit
22. Hexagonal fastener
23. December birthstone, pl.
26. Most gem¸tlich
30. Ed.'s request
31. Two dots above a letter
34. Brussels org.
35. Church recesses
37. ____ or chicken?
38. Encourage (2 words)
39. What hoarders do
40. He crossed the Rubicon
42. Jet follower
43. English county courts, in the olden days
45. Gentlemen's gentlemen
47. Chop off
48. Paparazzo's quest
50. Port in Yemen
52. *Heart-shaped box content
56. Range
57. Top notch
58. Baron Munchhausen, e.g.
59. Journalists and reporters
60. Speed unit
61. All is well that does this well
62. Bald eagle's nest
63. Ever, to a poet
64. Tinkerbell's powder

DOWN
1. "Clueless" catch phrase
2. *Get-together
3. End of a break-up phrase
4. Explosive of Czechoslovakian origin
5. *Winged one
6. September stone
7. Bank on
8. *____ card
9. Not tails
10. '70s hairdo
11. Sylvester, to Tweety
13. Wholism, alt. sp.
14. Monotonous hum
19. Intestinal obstruction
22. "Wayne's World" catchphrase
23. Japanese port
24. Necklace clasp location, pl.
25. Affirmatives
26. *Kisses' partners
27. National emblem
28. Type of weasel
29. BBQ tool
32. Pasturelands
33. Accompanies wisdom?
36. *a.k.a. St. Valentine's Malady
38. *Muse of love poetry
40. Large edible mushroom
41. Long-legged shore bird
44. Regions
46. Bummed about
48. Bell's invention
49. Laurels
50. Homesteader's measure
51. Active one
52. Soap block
53. Hokkaido language
54. Small amounts
55. Formerly, formerly
56. *Romantic destination
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 www.heritagebankmn.com
 DENNISON:  37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929

 NORTHFIELD:  1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736

 WEST CONCORD:  181 Main Street 507-527-2236

 PPrroouuddllyy cceelleebbrraattiinngg oouurr aarreeaa ffaarrmmeerrss!! PPrroouuddllyy cceelleebbrraattiinngg oouurr aarreeaa ffaarrmmeerrss!! Proudly celebrating our area farmers!

 See us for all your 
 Spring

 home improvement 
 loan needs!

 Our competitive rates 
 make it a great time to

 plan that Spring project.

 NNaattiioonnaall AAgg WWeeeekk MMaarrcchh 2211--2277,, 22002233 NNaattiioonnaall AAgg WWeeeekk MMaarrcchh 2211--2277,, 22002233 National Ag Week March 21-27, 2023

 PLANNING A SPRING PROJECT?




