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Announcements

HOPE CREAMERY 
 BUTTER AVAILABLE AT 

 PARKSIDE!
Local has become an important part of consumer’s 

 food choices.  People like to know where their food is 
 coming from and how is it produced.

 Hope Creamery fits that profile very well.
 Our butter is made using an age old process.

 Vat pasteurization, and small batch quantities are 
 churned fresh every week.

The Hope Creamery
 makes butter the old 

 fashioned way and you
 can tell the difference. 

ATM AVAILABLE
 Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm; Sat.-Sun. 7am-7pm

 SUMMER HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm
 Sat.-Sun. 7am-8pm

 230 Main St, Nerstrand
 507-332-8626

 parksidenerstrand@gmail.com

 Park side General Store
 ~ Gas & Groceries ~

 “The Little Store with More!”

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Kitchen: Wednesday & Thursday 4:00-8:30 PM (Bar Open Later)

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM (Bar Open Later)
 Sunday 9:00 AM-2:00 PM (Bar Open Later)

 www.firesidelounge.net

JOIN OUR TEAM!
Fireside Lounge & Supper Club is seeking

Full or Part Time Bartender/Server
Part time weekday shift available.  (10:30a.m.-3;00p.m.)

 Experience preferred but will train.  Flexible positions.   Benefits package available to full time employees.
 EOE

Submit resume to:  firesideloungedennison @gmail.com or apply in person
No phone calls please.   Serious applicants only.

• DUNDAS MEMORIAL PARK
PAVILIONL Accepting reservations -
call 507-645-2852.
• WINTER PARKING RULES: Per
City Ordinance 71.06 (2) It shall be un-
lawful to park motor vehicles, equip-
ment, or structures on a street or alley in
the City limits between the hours of 2:00
a.m. to 6:30 a.m. from October 31 to
April 15 of the following year, those
dateinclusive. Daily permits for unusual
circumstances may be granted as deter-
mined by the City's Police Department.
(Call 507-645-5252 Chief Todd Hanson)
Check City’s website for more

information www.cityofdundas.org

Do you have an announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

(continued on page 21)

Rice County Taxes Are Up
Courtesy of KYMN Radio

The Rice County Board of
Commissioners approved a
$33.8 million property tax
levy for 2023, an amount
8.89% higher than in 2022.
Most of the increase will
go to repay bonds used to fi-

nance construction of a new Public Safety
Center and to cover higher personnel costs,
which commissioners agree is necessary to
recruit, train and retain talented employees.

Courtesy of KYMN Radio
The Dundas City Council approved a new
municipal budget that includes a 12.06%
property tax levy increase.
While the tax increase is not especially
popular, Dundas City Administrator Janell
Teppen said the move was a necessary one
for public safety needs, as Dundas is now
seeking yet another full-time Police Officer
“That 12% gets us about $166,000 in addi-
tional funding next year, and that will go to-
wards another full-time police officer
position, which is a 100% hit to the general
fund The other employees in the in the city
are spread across the general fund and enter-

prise fund budget, so it’s not such a hit to the
general fund.With police officers, [however,]
it’s a direct hit.”
Teppen said Dundas is losing yet another
patrol office to the City of Northfield, which
makes for two open full-time police posi-
tions. There are two part-time officers who
are applying for the full-time positions,
which, should they be accepted, will create
another hole in the workforce.
There are, however, she said other reasons
for an increase to the budget.
The city Enterprise funds, which are de-
signed to help keep the area clean, are in-
creasing in 2023. In late 2021 a utility rate
study was performed by Abdo Financial So-
lutions that made projections into the future
that the city has agreed with. Those projec-
tions are available in the rate study and have

been incorporated into the new budget.
In the coming years there are several capi-
tal expenses planned so it is imperative to
have adequate funds available. Six members
of the City staff have salaries and wages al-
located to at least one of the enterprise funds
so all employees are projected to receive an
increase and eligible employees will receive
a step increase.
Debt service expenses have been budgeted
for according to each individual bond serv-
ice schedule. Included in this are principal
payments, interest payments and fiscal agent
fees. These items have been budgeted and
presented according to amortization sched-
ules and bond documents.
Teppen also said that Dundas has agreed to
a new labor agreement with the unionized
members of local law enforcement.

Dundas Tax Levy Up More Than 12%

The Rice Soil andWater Conservation District has selected Steve and Faith Lund
of rural Faribault as the 2022 Wildlife Enhancement Award winners for Rice
County.
The Wildlife Enhancement Award recognizes individuals or organizations who
do an exemplary job in implementing conservation practices that benefit Rice
County wildlife.
For over sixteen years, the Lunds have been committed to providing habitat for
wildlife and improving the water quality of Fox Lake in Rice County.
The Lunds decided to enroll 29 acres of their land in the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) in 2006. At the same time, Faith and her siblings also enrolled 15
acres of farmland adjacent to the property, in honor of their late mother, Lorraine
Andersen Olson.
“My mom was a steward of the land and valued the wildlife that visited the farm
as well as Fox Lake,” said Faith. “We felt that restoring the property back to wildlife
habitat and providing a buffer to the lake would be what she would have wanted.

Lunds Selected for 2022Wildlife Enhancement Award

(continued on page 7)
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Area
 Church Directory

 LITTLE PRAIRIE UNITED METHODIST 2980 130th St. E.
 Pastor Penny Bonsell • pastor@littleprairieumc.org

 507-663-6150 church phone • 651-503-4279 Cell
 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship; Sunday School & Nursery; Adult Group 8a.m.

 C ITY LIGHT CHURCH 2140 Hwy. 3 South, Northfield, MN
 Pastor Pete Haase • 507-645-8829 Call for service times

 LIFE 21 CHURCH 2100 Jefferson Road (just north of Target)
 Pastor Brent Bielenberg • 645-7730   life21church.com

 10:00a.m. Worship Experience

 NORTHFIELD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 5600 East 110th Street
 Pastor Dan Runke • 663-0133 •  northfieldefc.org

 9:30 a.m. Worship; 11:00 a.m. Christian Life Classes

 HOSANNA CHURCH - NORTHFIELD 205 2nd St. S., Dundas
 Pastor Dean Swenson •  507-664-9007 • www.hosannalc.org

 Sunday: 9am & 10:45am Worship with Hosanna Kids Church ages 3-5th grade and Child Care for 
 ages 6wks-3years at both services

 Fellowship time with refreshments between services.
 Wednesday: Middle School Ministry - doors open at 5:30; programming 6-7:15;

 High School Ministry - doors open at 7pm; programming 7:30-9pm

 MAIN STREET MORAVIAN CHURCH 713 Division St., Northfield
 Tel: 507-645-7566 • Worship Services at 10:30a.m.

 GOSPEL OF LIFE FAMILY CHURCH
 “PREACHING JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED ”

2010 Jefferson Road, Suite A, Heritage Square on Hwy. 3, Northfield
 admin@gospeloflifechurch.org

 www.gospeloflifechurch.org
 Sunday 10:30a.m.; Wednesday 6:00p.m.

The Family Table
 “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” — Genesis 12:3
 Many years ago a man received a message from God, and God basically 

 adopted this man. Later God gave him the name Abraham, which means “father 
 of many.” And yet Abraham had no children. Then God promised to bless 
 Abraham with many children, and somehow, in some way, through Abraham’s 
 family, God would bless all the peoples of the earth.
 God stayed true to his promises to bless the world’s peoples through Abraham, 

 even though Abraham’s descendants were quite dysfunctional. And God 
 surprised everyone by keeping his promises through the life, death, and 
 resurrection of Jesus, a descendant of Abraham. It turns out that Jesus was the 
 Savior not only for God’s adopted people but also for all other peoples as well. 
 And by faith, by trusting in Jesus, people from all nations, tribes, and languages 
 can be adopted into God’s family.
 So when we come to the Lord’s table, it is a family table. Just as we do not get 

 to choose our families and all our relatives, there may well be people in our 
 church family whom we might not have chosen. But God chose them—and us—
 to be a part of his family together. So we belong to God but also to each other. 
 And at this family table there is grace.
 Father, thank you for accepting us into your family. Just as you have received 

 us in grace, help us do the same for one another. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Business & Subscription Renewal: P.O. Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018
 PHONE: 507-645-9877     FAX: 507-645-9878

 WEBSITE: www.dundasmn.com
 For advertising information call Terry at 507-951-7417

 or email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
 Published in cooperation with Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.

 © 2022, DundasMessenger.  All rights reserved.

Religion

Advent: the arrival of a notable person,
thing, or event. Hope: a feeling of expecta-
tion and desire for a certain thing to happen.
We hope and wait for a lot of things.We hope
today is better than tomorrow. We hope our
favorite team will win the game.We hope we
get what we’ve been hinting at for Christmas-
we hope to be noticed by that certain some-
one – or we hope no one notices us- All sorts
of things and events are hoped for. Timex
took a survey in September of 2012 on how
Americans spend their time- and how much
of the time is spent on waiting.
Here are 11 things we hate waiting for —
and how long the average person will wait for
those things before we take action.
• A car in front of you at a green light – 50
seconds.
• People to stop talking in a movie – 1
minute, 52 seconds
• Parents to quiet down a loud baby – 2 min-
utes, 41 seconds.
• Late coworkers – 3 minutes, 54 seconds
•Waiting at the doctor’s office – 32 minutes
• Waiting at airport security – 28 minutes.
• Waiting for your significant other to get
ready – 21 minutes
• Waiting in line at Starbucks – 7 minutes.
• Late blind date – 26 minutes.
• Someone loudly talking on a cellphone to
quiet down – 2 minutes, 25 seconds.
• Someone late to an interview – 2 minutes,
6 seconds.
Christmas didn’t make the list- but it seems
to be a difficult one to wait for. The stores are
in such a rush that the Halloween candy was
barely put away before the Christmas candy
and decorations were out. Thanksgiving is
only remembered by sales on Turkey and
stuffing in the grocery stores. I do love
Christmas- but as you and I get older it seems
like it gets here faster and faster- not slower.
How about you? Are you one of those that
had your decorations up before Thanksgiv-
ing? Be honest… There were several people
putting the pictures of their trees on Facebook
last week already. I must admit the thought
did cross my mind to begin to haul out the
Christmas decoration from the basement.
(But I waited until yesterday!)
The dynamic of waiting is what set up the

first Christmas over 2000 years ago.
• It began with a PROMISE. From the very
beginning in Genesis and throughout the
Old Testament. Isaiah Prophesied, “There-
fore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign:
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”
(Isaiah 7:14).
Micah wrote that He would be born in
Bethlehem, “But you,
Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small
among the clans of Judah, out of you will
come for me one who will be ruler over Is-
rael, whose origins are from of old, from an-
cient times.” Micah 5:2. There are hundreds
of prophecies about the Messiah in the Old
Testament: “He is coming!”
Between the time in the Old Testament and
the New Testament there were 400 silent
years before Jesus Christ was born. During
this time, many people gave up waiting.
Waiting 400 years for the Messiah to arrive
on the scene seems like a long time- and los-
ing hope- and forgetting about Him would
be easy to do. Maybe you’ve had times
where God seems quiet and inactive that
you’ve wondered – why am I doing this?
Why am I serving, giving, believing? He is
taking too long- maybe I misunderstood-
maybe he isn’t going to come through after
all. Been there? I think we all have.
2. The WAITING: In Luke chapter 1, the
stage is set. The first 4 verses are an intro-
duction. The writer, Luke- a physician by
trade, has decided that there should be a
thorough record of the life of Jesus Christ.
He wants to present a well-documented and
accurate account of the life of Jesus Christ.
He is acting as a reporter; he investigates
and reports and then writes his findings.
Luke’s account begins at the beginning-
rather it begins before the beginning of Jesus
birth with the story of Zechariah and Eliza-
beth. We are introduced to Zachariah and
Elizabeth, two righteous believers. They
were being faithful even though God hadn’t
answered their most heartfelt prayer. God
seemed silent and distant. They had been
praying for a child (verse 13) their entire
married life and yet God hadn’t answered
their prayers.
“For many people, being childless not by
choice is a trigger for mental health. . .. The
women who yearned to be mothers, the men
who dreamed of being daddies and watch
their kids play football or walk their daugh-
ters down the aisle are all experiencing
grief. They feel like their prayers aren’t

heard.
3.The HOPE: Zechariah sees and hears an
angel! Don’t miss the significance of this su-
pernatural event! For 400 years, there had
been no prophecies, dreams, visions, angels,
or heavenly experiences of any kind and
now Zechariah sees an angel- an angel with
a message! The angel said, “Your prayer is
heard.” Isn’t that awesome? I would like to
hear that sometime! What if God just whis-
pered that to you – that would be enough,
wouldn’t it?
This is how the whole Christmas story be-
gins – before Jesus, there was John the Bap-
tist. John’s job was to bring people back to
God. To help people regain their hope- to
prepare their hearts to believe.Without hope
– we won’t recognize the answers to our
prayers.

Advent
of Hope

God calls us to hope. “He has given us both
his promise and his oath, two things we can
completely count on, for it is impossible for
God to tell a lie. . . .This certain hope of
being saved is a strong and trustworthy an-
chor for our souls, connecting- us with God
himself behind the sacred curtains of
heaven,” Hebrews 6:18-19. We have the cer-
tain hope that God is for us, He loves us, He
has a plan, and He will be with us- we can
trust Him- because He never lies!
We may not understand or know the timing
of all His promises- but we know Him.When
you begin to doubt, when you think God has
forgotten- hang on- check the chains on the
anchor – they are holding. Trust Him…Wait
on Him. You are not forgotten. His promises
always come true!
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Obituaries

Our advertisers 
 appreciate your 

 business!
 Tell them you saw

 their ad in the
 Dundas Messenger THANK

 YOU

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Dorothy “Boots” Ozmun Johnson
Dorothy “Boots” Ozmun Johnson, age 85 of

Northfield passed
away with her fam-
ily by her side on
Friday afternoon,
November 25, 2022.
She was a day short
of her 86th birthday.
Dorothy Elizabeth
(Ozmun) Johnson
was born November
26, 1936, in Water-
ford Township,

Dakota County, Minnesota, to Frank andMin-
nie (Kreitz) Ozmun. She was raised in North-
field and graduated from Northfield High
School in 1954. While in high school,
Dorothy met James Clarence Johnson and the
couple married on August 13, 1955, at the
Church of St. Dominic in Northfield. In 1963,
the family moved to the Apple Valley-Rose-
mount area. Dorothy was employed with Mc-
Donald’s in Apple Valley for 23 years. After

Jim and Dorothy retired in 1996, they moved
to Alexandria, MN. In 2005, Jim passed
away and Dorothy returned to Northfield.
Dorothy was a member of St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church in Northfield. She enjoyed
reading, traveling, playing cards, board
games, bowling and going to the casino. She
loved spending time with her family and
hosted many family gatherings, birthdays,
and reunions.
Survivors include her children Becky (Jim)
Hein of Faribault, Debbie Johnson of North-
field, Pam (Greg) Taubman of Northfield,
Dan (Mary) of Northfield; 6 grandchildren
Joseph (Derelle) McMenomy, Lee (Ashley)
Wyatt, Nick Taubman, Sarah (Mike)
Nystuen, Hayden Johnson, Hannah Johnson;
3 great-grandchildren Colin, Haley and
Mason McMenomy; 5 siblings Raymond
(Mary) of Northfield, Donna Post of Rapid
City, SD, Richard (Donna) of Northfield,
Gene (Linda) of Alexandria, Jerry (Barb) of
Dundas; her sister-in-law Janis Ozmun of
Northfield; her aunt Dorothy Stauffer of
Rosemount; her uncle Harvey “Buster”
Ozmun of Farmington; many nieces,
nephews, cousins, other relatives, many
friends and special friends Rose, Scott, and
Nicholas Drinken of Randolph.
She was preceded in death by her husband
James, her brother Frank, her brother-in-law
Ken Post, her special friend Chuck Muckey
and her parents.
Funeral services were at 11:00AM, Thurs-
day, December 1, 2022, at St. Peter's
Lutheran Church in Northfield. Interment
was at Red Rose Cemetery in Waterford.
Pallbearers were Tim Ozmun, Paul Ozmun,

Mike Ozmun, Ken Johnson, Chaz Johnson
and Paul Johnson. Honorary Pallbearers were
her God children Judeen Gorr, Kristi
Schwartz, Lynette Staie and Brad Johnson.
Visitation was from 4-7 P.M. Wednesday,
November 30, 2022, at the Bierman Funeral
Home, Northfield. Visitation continued at the
church on Thursday one hour prior to the fu-
neral.
Memorials are preferred to Red Rose
Cemetery.
Arrangements are with the Bierman Fu-
neral Home. www.northfieldfuneal.com

Mildred M. Tatge
Mildred M. Tatge, age 100, of Faribault

passed away peace-
fully Saturday, De-
cember 17, 2022,
at Abbott-North-
western Hospital,
Minneapolis sur-
rounded by her
family.
Funeral services
were held at St.
John's United
Church of Christ,

Wheeling township, Rice County on
Wednesday, December 21, 2022, at 10:30
a.m. Reverend Gary Liker officiated. Inter-
ment wast the St. John's Church Cemetery.
Visitation was held at the Boldt Funeral
Home Tuesday, December 20, 2022, from 4
to 8 p.m. and also at the church for one hour
prior to the service on Wednesday.
Mildred Marie, the daughter of Harry and
Edna (Bosshart) Meyer was born on August

19, 1922 in Faribault. On September 25,
1940, she married Earl W. Tatge. Together
they farmed in Richland township where they
raised their 12 children. Mildred was a life-
long member of St. John's and an active
member of the Women's Guild. She helped
found and was a leader of the Richlanders 4-
H Club. Mildred enjoyed quilting, baking
and decorating wedding cakes, gardening
and canning food items. Mildred and Earl en-
joyed dancing, playing cards, and drove their
horses in many parades. They retired from
farming in 1980 and moved to town.After 64
years of marriage, the love of her life died on
January 27, 2005. In 2006 Mildred moved to
an apartment. In 2013, she moved to Farib-
ault Senior Living, where she lived until her
death.
She is survived by her children Diane
Donkers Olson (and Jerry), Audrey Temple,
Luverne (and Judy) Tatge, Barb (and Jim)
Zahn, Mike (and Debbie) Tatge, Bruce Tatge
(and Sue Kuehne), Marvin (and Mary) Tatge,
Roxie (and Steve) Deike, Rebecca Tatge (and
Doug Spike) and Randy (and Leann) Tatge;
34 grandchildren; 76 great grandchildren; 21
great-great grandchildren; many nieces and
nephews and other relatives.
Mildred was preceded in death by her par-
ents; her husband, Earl; a son, Ronald; a
daughter, Carol Tousignant; sons-in-law, Cy
Donkers, David Tousignant, Steve Temple
and Dennis Tousignant; grandchildren Paul
and Amy Zahn; one brother, Darrell (and
Doris) Meyer; one sister Dorothy (and
Orville) Tatge.
Visit boldtfuneralhome.com for informa-
tion and guest book

Serving you since 1972
 Family owned and operated

Many Thanks to All of Our Valued Customers

5865 Kenyon Blvd., Faribault, MN  55021

 507-334-5767  •   info @flomdisposal.com

Strese’s Tree Service, Inc.
 www.streses.com

 12312  110th St. E., Dennison, MN  55018

 Phone: Cole 507-298-1005
 Email: cole@streses.com  •  Fax: 507-645-6066

Merry Christmas
 and Happy New Year

 May the joy and warmth of the holiday season
 stay with you throughout the year.
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Rice Co. SWCD

Plan Now for
Spring

Windbreak
Planting

Ever walk in the wintertime with the wind
biting at your face and then all of a sudden the
wind just... stops?
Something stopped it. It could have been a
building or even a tree. A single tree won’t
stop the wind much, but a tree windbreak of a
whole row or multiple rows of trees? Now
that’s a conservation practice that can stop a
lot of wind and snow too.
In order for a windbreak to function prop-
erly, it first needs to be designed and imple-
mented with a few factors in mind. These
factors include wind direction, space, and

www.syngenta.com  •  Stanton, MN

We hope the cherished traditions
 of this special season fill your heart

 and home with enough warmth
 and happiness to last all year.

 Serving you has been our pleasure,
 and we thank you for making our holiday

 and our year so enjoyable.

types of trees desired by the landowner. Other
factors to consider are snow dumping load
and odor control.
Awindbreak can be made up of one row, all
the way up to 5 or more rows. If one row is
planted, that row should consist of conifer
trees. Conifer trees keep their needles all
year, and thus they will block the wind all
year long.
If you are planning a two-row windbreak, a
shrub row should be planted along with the
conifer row. Shrubs add fast-growing protec-
tion from the wind at the ground level and
also catch snowfall.Additional rows after this
can be either conifer trees or deciduous trees.
The windbreak should be planted perpendi-
cular to the prevailing wind direction. That
means if you have wind coming directly from
the north, you would plant the windbreak
going from east to west on the north side of
where you want to protect from the wind. The
rows don’t need to be in a completely straight
line and can curve to fit the space and pre-
vailing wind direction. The shrub row should
always be on the outside of the windbreak,
meaning it is the first line of defense against
the wind.
When trees are planted, usually they are
small. This can lead to wanting to plant them
close together so there are little to no gaps. It
can be hard to remember that those little trees
do not stay little for long.
If the trees are planted too close together,
they will eventually choke each other out a
few years down the road. Shrubs should be
planted 5 feet apart, deciduous trees 15-20
feet apart, and conifers 20-25 feet apart. This

will allow for adequate space to grow, but
close enough together to trap the wind effec-
tively.
According to the University of Minnesota,
windbreaks can reduce energy costs to rural
residences by 10 to 20%. Windbreaks also
have other benefits. They can also reduce

odor caused by livestock and can reduce
stress on farm animals.
Windbreaks also have great benefits for
wildlife. Conifers provide valuable winter
habitat for many species of birds that stay
here during the winter like chickadees and

(continued on page 5)

By Emmie Scheffler

A field windbreak planted in Rice County to protect a farmstead.
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Take Care of Trees
Last week I talked about how road salt damages our plants
and more. I discussed the care we need to use when our trees,
evergreens and shrubs are laden with snow and ice. Then I re-
ceived my Treequality holiday message from my favorite Ar-
borist, Faith Appelquist. She talked about how she loves the
Christmas lights but not when they’re strangling our trees. Did
you know that any nail, staple or wrap of cable you attach to a
tree is a wound? They are not dead signposts, they’re not bill-
boards and they’re not real fond of being wrapped up with
cords and electrical boxes hanging off them.
Removing the lights is not always easy either and generally,
especially if we have bad weather, those lights are just left to sit
there all winter. Which is WORSE.
You can always decorate your windows! I hung lights from
my porch and on a pergola. No, it’s not a spectacle but it bright-
ens my holidays and hopefully warms the hearts of those that

drive by.
I don’t want you to think I’m judging!
I’m not, I have loved those Christmas lights
that people go all out on for many years.
Faith’s article just gave me pause to con-
sider those living trees and shrubs.
Maybe next year I’ll purchase those
lighted figures people put in their yards, the
deer, the Santa waving or maybe my fa-
vorite, Yukon Cornelius!
Teri Knight became a Master Gardener

with Dakota County, Minnesota in 2003.
She currently produces her website,
www.gardenbite.com. Teri’s been involved
in community projects which include a Jun-
ior Master Gardener program for 8 to 12
year olds, designing and planting a garden
for a women’s center and various other or-
ganizations!

Teri Knight

Plan Now for
Spring

Windbreak
Planting
(continued from page 4)

nuthatches. Choosing a shrub species like
highbush cranberry or juneberry can also pro-
vide a great, natural food source for birds.
The blossoms and leaves of many hardwood
tree species are important for many species
of moths and butterflies while their nuts and

seeds also provide a food source for wildlife.
If you are thinking you would like to install
a windbreak, restore your woodlot, or want
to create woodland habitat for wildlife or
birds, please contact the Rice SWCD office
for assistance with planning and implemen-
tation. District staff with backgrounds in
forestry are available to answer any questions
you may have regarding species selection and
can help you make the right choice of trees
and shrubs. If you would like assistance,
please call us at 507-332-5408 or visit our
website at www.riceswcd.org for more infor-
mation. The District’s annual tree sale opened
on December 1st., so it’s a great time to plan
a windbreak and select trees. Contact us
today!

Faith says: This oak in a Texas restaurant
patio, has received plenty of abuse over its

time (of approximately 130 years).
Now it has bleeding cankers associated
with the many cable nails that have ham-
mered into it, for the Christmas light dis-
play that has been left permanently upon it.
Now its crown is declining noticeably.The
examples of the torture some people put
upon those living beauties was really over

the top.

A sequoia redwood wrapped in lights with
the electrical box bolted to the trunk.

Did you know that any nail, staple or wrap
of cable you attach to a tree is a wound?
They are not dead signposts, they’re not
billboards and they’re not real fond of

being wrapped up with cords and electrical
boxes hanging off them.

A new tree struggling in a planting pit,
every inch wrapped with lights.

Removing the lights is not always easy ei-
ther and generally, especially if we have
bad weather, those lights are just left to sit
there all winter. Which is WORSE.

36754 Hwy. 56 Blvd., Dennison  •  507-263-5799
 www.garnersupholstery.com

 Residential  •  Commercial  •  Repairs & Modification  •  Fabrics

 Garner’s Upholstery

 For over 30 years, doing quality work that lasts.
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Rice Co.MN CREP

Rice County
MN CREP
Enrollment

RestoresWetland,
Preserves Legacy

ished the $179,810 restoration this fall. Visi-
ble from Interstate Highway 35, the site bor-
ders Wolf Creek, which is impaired for
aquatic life. The neighboring landowner’s
33.6-acre MN CREP enrollment made the
project possible.

Fillhouer worked directly with the Rice Soil
& Water Conservation District.

Rice SWCD technician Emmie Scheffler
grew up in the area, and said she drove by the
property often. When the land was too wet to
farm, she would think to herself that it could
be a good candidate for MN CREP.
“Anytime the creek would experience high
water levels or come out of its banks due to
large rainfall or runoff events within its much
larger watershed, this area was likely inun-
dated as that floodwater would back into it,”
Wenzel said, based on observations during
the past few years while the project was being
planned.
Fillhouer and her sisters were preparing to
sell the property when she received a letter
from Scheffler, whose duties at the SWCD
include identifying and ranking sites that
qualify for MN CREP, and then contacting
landowners.
“The dollars listed in the prospect letter
seemed too good to be true, so I called
Emmie, who the letter was directed from, just
to confirm how does this work,” Fillhouer
said.
Fillhouer and her two out-of-state sisters
sold the homestead and 10 acres in June
2019. They continued to rent 18 acres of
cropland to a local farmer, and enrolled the
rest in MN CREP.
“If it wasn’t for her representation of the
soil and water (conservation district), who
knows the outcome? She was so receptive.
As a landowner you don’t know what you’re
doing with proposals like this, so it’s really
important that you have a good working re-
lationship with the county representative,”
Fillhouer said. “She literally walked us
through every step of the process.”
Restoration work involved disabling the
drainage tile, removing the lift stations, and
lining the levee — which serves as an access
road to part of the property — with rock
riprap that protects it from wave action and
muskrat damage.A rock-armored notch in the
levee is designed to manage water levels in
the restored wetland, and reconnect it toWolf
Creek.
The wetland is expected to be fully restored
this spring after the snowmelt. Once that hap-
pens, the wetland will abut Rice County Road
1, which borders the north edge of the site.
Grading against the south edge of the road
protects it and the utility poles along the road
from wetland impacts.
Work to reroute tile and bring some of the
neighbor’s drainage to the surface finished in
September.
“In terms of the benefits that this and many
restorations like it provide, obviously the big
one in this case is the reconnection of this
storage area back to the creek that has been
lost since the original construction of this
levee system. (N)ow when it comes out of the

bank, (the creek) has an additional 90 to 100
acre-feet — if not more — of storage area
that those waters can spill into,”Wenzel said.
“In terms of helping the creek manage that
water better, helping downstream areas by
getting a reduction in peak flows and flood
levels that they might otherwise experience
— it’s significant.”
Wenzel said planting native grasses in the
uplands, disabling the subsurface tile and
restoring the former wetland would help to
improve water quality downstream. He elab-
orated on other benefits.
“Wildlife benefits are fairly significant,”
Wenzel said. “It’s in an area that has a fair
amount of woodland around it. It’s got the
entire creek system around it. And it’s a very
sizeable, restored wetland that should in-
crease habitat conditions and provide for sig-
nificant uptick in wildlife in the general
area.”
Fillhouer said her husband, their three chil-
dren and spouses are pheasant hunters; now
they are talking about taking up waterfowl
hunting because the restored wetland will at-
tract ducks and geese. Fillhouer, who is
semi-retired from the banking industry and
moved from Prior Lake to Nisswa a couple
of years ago, most recently visited the land
this fall with her family and their German
shorthair pointers.
“The idea that it would go back to its natu-
ral state and provide refuge to wildlife and
water sources (would) be re-established was
definitely an incentive,” Fillhouer said.

MILLERSBURG —A
157-acre Minnesota
Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program
enrollment in Rice
County has restored a
wetland and surrounding
upland habitat, reduced
the likelihood of down-

stream flooding, and established a father’s
legacy.
“That was a big deal to my dad, that he was
leaving an inheritance to his family,” said
Sharla Fillhouer, one of three sisters who own
123 acres of the MN CREP site. (A neighbor
enrolled the rest.) “The money was attractive
in that we still feel like we would receive his
inheritance. But at the same time, by putting
it in the conservation program, it allowed us
to leave a legacy in his memory. That land
meant so much to him. He took great pride in
his farm.”
Fillhouer said her father, Loren Jacobson, a
commercial airline pilot and founding partner
of Sun Country Airlines, grew up on a farm
and longed to return to the country. The prop-
erty he eventually bought in Rice County in-
cluded a drained, 80-acre depressional
floodplain wetland that once connected to
Wolf Creek, a Cannon River tributary.
Previous landowners’work to make the land
tillable started in 1971 when the wetland was
drained. Related work included installing
about 10 miles of subsurface drainage tile and
constructing a quarter-mile-long levee along
the creek, which protected the site from flood-
ing. Three lift stations pumped water from the
site and its 190-acre contributing drainage
area over the levee and into the creek. The
property was enrolled in the federal Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP) for 10 years
starting in 1987, and then farmed again.
Wetland restoration is one of several con-
servation practices eligible for MN CREP.
The voluntary, federal-state funded program
secures perpetual conservation easements on
targeted, environmentally sensitive land in 54
counties in southern and western Minnesota.
“In particular, the program focuses on wet-
lands that are riparian in nature and are con-
nected to floodplains. So they’re looking for
that water quality and storage component as
part of one of the program goals. This project
fit that really well,” said Minnesota Board of
Water and Soil Resources Senior Water Re-
sources Engineer TomWenzel, who designed
the project and oversaw its construction. “It
is riparian to Wolf Creek, which borders the
south edge of the site. And it’s large in scope.
And fairly straightforward in terms of the
means to restore it and reconnect it back to
the floodplain of the creek.”
Contractor DeCook Drainage of Byron fin-

Part of a 157-acre MN CREP enrollment involving two neighboring properties, a wet-
land restoration and upland habitat near Millersburg in Rice County is seen Sept. 21,
2022, from Rice County Road 1 facing south. The land, visible from Interstate Highway
35, remains privately owned. For Sharla Fillhouer, MNCREPwas a way to establish her
father’s legacy. The property borders Wolf Creek, which flows east, from Circle Lake
to the Cannon River southwest of Northfield. Photo Credit: Siri Doyle, BWSR

“You just see all the farms being absorbed
by all these new developments, and it makes
you sad. So for me it just meant that this
property that meant so much to my dad will
always be just part of nature. Even though
it’s not actively farmed, its surrounded by
farmland. It keeps a heritage of the state of
Minnesota. We’re putting it back to how it
was maybe when my Norwegian ancestors
came across and thought this looked like
home.”
The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil
Resources’mission is to improve and protect
the state’s water and soil resources by work-
ing in partnership with local organizations
and private landowners.

www.bwsr.state.mn.us
MN CREP: A voluntary program designed

to permanently protect environmentally sen-
sitive land in 54 counties in southern and
western Minnesota, MN CREP is accom-
plished with federal and state funding.
Landowners enroll the land in the USDA’s
Farm Service Agency-administered Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP) for 14-15
years, and in the BWSR-administered Rein-
vest in Minnesota (RIM) Reserve program—
a state-funded perpetual conservation ease-
ment. Landowners handle general mainte-
nance. For three years, BWSR provides any
necessary follow-up related to installed
practices; the SWCD is then responsible for
periodic oversight and inspection.
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Lunds Selected
for 2022
Wildlife

Enhancement
Award

(continued from page 1)

The Conservation Reserve Programmade that
possible,” she concluded.
The Lunds worked with the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service and Minnesota
DNR-Forestry to develop a plan to restore the
native prairie and plant deciduous hardwood
trees through a direct seeding.
Steve took on the role of managing the
restoration of the properties. In total, 42 acres
of native tallgrass prairie was restored on the
property. Big blue stem, Maximillian sun-
flower, Indian grass, bergamot, and milk-
weeds are some of the species that grow and
provide excellent habitat for pollinators.
Two and a half acres of deciduous hardwood
trees including walnuts, oaks, and ash were
also planted through a direct seeding. Steve
also planted some pine trees (through the Rice
SWCD Tree Sale Program) to provide winter
habitat for wildlife.

The biggest challenge to managing the CRP
was keeping the invasive/volunteer weeds
and trees out of the restoration. Volunteer
willows, Siberian elm, European buckthorn,
boxelder, sumac, and thistle are species that
constantly creep their way into the habitat.
“Originally I did it all by hand,” said Steve.
I walked all the acres and cut all the weeds
and invasive trees with a brush cutter.Around
2012, I bought a four-wheeler and pull-be-
hind brush mower and I also started using
herbicide to control the invasives.”
Steve works diligently to manage the native
prairie. Besides controlling weeds and vol-
unteer trees by spot mowing and spraying,
controlled burning has also been used to con-
trol the weeds and stimulate the growth of
native wildflowers.
Finally, Steve has placed bluebird houses
and wood duck boxes around the property
and planted clover food plots for the wildlife.
“It is rewarding to watch how things have
changed over the years,” said Steve. “We see
lots of turkeys, deer, and the prairie has be-
come even more diverse with milkweeds and
other wildflowers.We see so manyMonarchs
visiting the prairie during the summer. As a
hunter and an outdoorsman, it is gratifying to
see wildlife in a healthy habitat,” he con-
cluded.
The properties border Fox Lake to the north
and provide incredible wildlife habitat for the
animals that live around the lake. The prairie
restoration prevents soil erosion and provides

a high-quality buffer to filter surface water
runoff. Fox Lake drains into Wolf Creek and
then into the Cannon River at Dundas. The
water then flows through Lake Byllesby be-
fore it empties into the Mississippi River at
Red Wing. Their choices to conserve soil,
prevent erosion, and improve water quality

positively affect many downstream in the wa-
tershed.
The Rice SWCD thanks Steve and Faith
Lund for their commitment to improving
wildlife habitat and improving water quality.
They make an outstanding choice for the
2022 Wildlife Enhancement Award.

Red pine provide excellent winter habitat for birds and other wildlife.
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Tom Jirik Family
Forty Selected

for 2022
Forest

Stewardship
Award

By Rice Soil and Water
Conservation District

Rice SWCD

The Rice Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict selected the Tom Jirik Family Forty as
the 2022 Forest Stewardship Award winner
for Rice County.
The Forest Stewardship Award recognizes
Rice County landowners or organizations
who sustainably manage existing woodlands,
restore native forest habitats, or practice best
management practices in agroforestry.
Going on four generations, the Jiriks have
been managing their family woodlands in
ruralWheatland &Webster township.Around
fifty years ago, their father Tom Jirik began
working with Tom Kraemer, DNR Forester in
the Faribault office, to improve wildlife habi-
tat, including the planting of thousands of
trees.
Tom’s daughter, Cheryl Jirik purchased land
adjacent to her father’s property a few years
ago from her Uncle FrankA. Jirik’s children.
Together, her property and the family’s com-

bine for a total of 115 acres of diverse habi-
tats including wetlands, native prairie, and
woodlands.
The family has continued to work with the
DNR by enrolling their woodland in the For-
est Stewardship Program. Their Stewardship
Plan was recently renewed and updated by
Jake Froyum, DNR Field Office - Faribault.
Over the years around 20,000 trees have
been planted on the properties including
black walnut, red oak, white cedar, white
pine, red pine,Amur maple, and Siberian pea
shrub.
Today, Cheryl Jirik leads the care of the
Jirik’s forest land. Unfortunately, Amur
maple and Siberian pea shrub have become
invasive in Minnesota. So now, the Jiriks are
working to control these species. The Amur
maple were so thick that Cheryl had to hire a
crew to cut and mulch these trees on her
property.
Invasive and non-desirable species are a
big obstacle in the restoration process. “Trees
like Amur maple, Siberian elm, and Euro-
pean buckthorn would be controlled if we
had natural fire occurring across the land-
scape,” said Cheryl. “Without fire, we have
to turn to mechanical and chemical spot con-
trol to knock these species back.”

With the DNR Forest Stewardship plan the
Jiriks are making an effort to also manage the
property for bur oak. “The oaks have been
set back by some of the invasive and unde-
sirable species,” said Cheryl. “We want oak
to regenerate, especially bur oak. Oak is the
king of the forest. It feeds the highest num-
ber of wildlife and insect species,” she

added.
Other forestry practices on the property in-
clude timber stand improvement. In addition
to controlling the invasive species, less de-
sirable tree species like box elder, elm, and
over abundant native maple are being con-
trolled. The stands of bur oak and black wal-
nut will also be thinned out to decrease the

competition between the trees as they grow.
Trails have also been constructed through-
out the woodland to access the trees and to
provide safe paths for the family as they
recreate and hunt on the property. Some ex-
isting trails had spring rut erosion.

Amur maple logs and brush are piled on the Cheyrl Jirik property after being cleared
from an area of the land.

(continued on page 9)
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Tom Jirik Family
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for 2022
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(continued from page 8)
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Through the Forest Stewardship Program,
the Jiriks received cost share to fix the erosion
problem by installing ironwood tree poles
across the trails and planting eco grass to sta-
bilize the eroded areas.
“It’s very rewarding to see what happens
when you complete parts of the restoration
process and start to see the environment heal,”
said Cheryl. “We have a growing patch of
heart-leaved skull cap (Scutellaria ovata) that
began to return after we cleared out a bunch of
European buckthorn. It is a rare plant species
and its population has steadily declined in
Minnesota over the years,” she added.
Besides the woodland areas, Cheryl is
restoring native tallgrass prairie and forbs on
the property. She is working with the Natural

Rice SWCD

Cheryl Jirik stands by a mighty bur oak tree, which grows on the Jirik Family Forty. The
Jirik Family Forty is the winner of the 2022 Rice County Forest Stewardship Award.

Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) and
has signed up 25 acres of tillable land for the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).
“I would like to see this land restored back
to the way it was before farming. The more
contiguous, restored, natural areas we have,
the more diversity of wildlife species we can
support. It’s exciting and rewarding to watch
that transformation,” said Cheryl.
In addition to day-to-day management ac-
tivities of the trees, Cheryl is active in out-
reach to other landowners by teaching them
about controlling invasive species and wood-
land management. She is active in the Min-
nesotaWomen’sWoodland Network and has
also presented courses to others in safe chain-
saw operation, invasive species control, na-
tive plant landscaping, and woodland
management. Cheryl is the founder of Land-
scape Restoration, Inc. which assists
landowners with invasive species manage-
ment and restoration of native plant and
wildlife habitat.
“I look back at what my dad and uncle did
to help steward our land. Now that I am help-
ing to manage the property, I think a lot about
the legacy my dad wanted to leave for his off-
spring. I am concerned about how little nat-
ural space we have left in the countryside and
it continues to dwindle. By the time we fig-
ure out that we need these natural areas for
wildlife and plant habitat, it may be too late.
I can do my part to help leave a living legacy

on my little piece of the planet,” Cheryl con-
cluded.
The Rice SWCD thanks Cheryl and the
Jirik Family for their commitment to im-
proving local woodlands and wildlife habitat.

Their dedication to forestry and natural re-
source conservation makes them an excellent
selection for the 2022 Forest Stewardship
Award.



Page 10 December, 2022- DUNDAS MESSENGER -

Community

Flake Out Festival Raffle  Saturday, February 4
 Buy a Raffle Ticket from any Lions Member, Fireside Lounge, Dennison Depot Gas Station

 or Heritage Bank in Dennison for $5.00 for your chance to win!

 Grand Prize -  $500.00 Cash
 2nd Prize -  $250 Cash           3rd Prize -  $100 Cash
 Plus Many Additional Prizes from Local Area Businesses

 9:00 AM  Euchre at Fireside on the Patio, 100% Payout
 Bring partner if possible, not required.  $20 team entry.
 Questions contact Jen at 507-649-0602

 FIRST ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF CONTEST
 $5.00/entry.  Tasters will pay $5.00 to taste all entries/vote.

 11:00 AM Bring entry to City Hall (Chili)
 11:30 AM-12:30 PM  Tasting/Voting
 1:00 PM Cookoff Winner Announced  (1st & 2nd Place Payout)

 1:30 PM  Keg Toss on the Grassy Knoll -  $2 per throw or 3 throws for $5 
 Cash prizes for farthest throws

 3:00 PM  Designer Purse & Gift Card Bingo at City Hall
 $30/packet, 10 games, designer purses and $150 gift cards

 6:30 PM  9th Annual Denni Dazzle Parade
 $150.00 Prize for Best Float!
 Hosted by the Dennison Lions.   Call or text Diane at 612-532-0268

 8:00 PM  LIVE MUSIC AT THE FIRESIDE
 9:00 PM  Raffle Winners Announced at Fireside

 Raffle Drawing held at 9p.m. at the Fireside Lounge.  Need not be present to win. 
 Winner is responsible for any taxes or fees.  Complete list of additional prizes available upon requ est.

 SPONSORED BY DENNISON LIONS CLUB CHARITABLE GAMBLING PERMIT #2762.  MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDE R.

Flake Out Festival
 & Winter Parade

 Saturday, February 4, 2023
SAVE THE DATE!  WATCH FOR SCHEDULE UPDATES!

FUN FOR THE

WHOLE FAMILY!11sstt11sstt1st

PPrriizzeePPrriizzeePrize
$$550000!!$$550000!!$500!

PPrroocceeeeddss
PPrroocceeeeddss
ProceedsBBeenneeffiitt LLooccaall

BBeenneeffiitt LLooccaall
Benefit LocalLLiioonnss CClluubb

LLiioonnss CClluubb
Lions ClubAAccttiivviittiieess!!
AAccttiivviittiieess!!
Activities!

Dennison Lions
 Flake Out Festival Raffle

 Saturday, February 4
 Buy a Raffle Ticket from any Lions Member,

 Fireside Lounge, Dennison Depot Gas Station
 or Heritage Bank in Dennison

 for $5.00 for your chance to win!

 Grand Prize  $500.00 Cash!
 2nd Prize -  $250 Cash
 3rd Prize -  $100 Cash

 Plus Many Additional Prizes
 from Local Area Businesses

 Raffle Drawing held at 9p.m. at the Fireside Lounge.
 Need not be present to win. 

 Winner is responsible for any taxes or fees.
 Complete list of additional prizes available

 upon request.

 SPONSORED BY DENNISON LIONS CLUB CHARITABLE 
 GAMBLING PERMIT #2762.  MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE 

 AND OLDER.

Memories
of Old Time
Christmas

Each year we interview a few of our sea-
soned citizens who recall the Christmas
memories of their childhood. Here are three
stories to enjoy this holiday.
Marjorie was born near Eyota, Minnesota
and moved to Illinois when she was four
years old, where her father worked as a car-
penter. They later moved back to Eyota and
her dad built many pole barns in the area. She
remembers school pageants as a child and
was especially fond of singing in these
Christmas musicals. Some of the songs she
recalls singing are the Lord’s Prayer and the
Indian Love Call.
They would spend Christmas at her grand-
mother’s farm and the years that she lived in
Illinois, they would receive a package by mail
with gifts from her grandma. A kewpie doll
was one present that she remembered getting
for Christmas.
Christmas Day was always a time for good
food at her grandma’s farm. Both her grand-
mother and her mother were very good

cooks. They raised cattle, hogs, turkeys and
chickens on the farm and had a great supply
of canned vegetables from the garden. Her
grandma canned sausage and beef and her
basement was well stocked with preserved
foods. Many years later when they cleaned
out the old farmhouse they found a jar of
food that had been canned in 1921.
Christmas Day was a time when family
gathered to be together and she would play
outside with her brother and sister in the
snow during the day.
Marjorie was born during the depression,
and even though there was always plenty of
food, some years the Christmas presents
were quite sparse. Her brother would often
receive cowboy things while Marjorie and
her sister would get dolls and homemade
clothing items.
The tree would magically appear and she
surmised her father cut it from the woods
nearby. It would be decorated with antique
ornaments and holiday adornments they
made in school. One she remembers was
made out of construction paper with her pic-
ture in the middle of it.
Summer and winter the kids helped out
with chores on the farm. The girls helped
mom in the kitchen and Marjorie could pre-
pare a meal by herself by the age of twelve.
They walked two miles each way to the
country schoolhouse and she recalls one day
she didn’t want to go to school. Marjorie

walked into the ditch on the way and got her
clothes all wet and went back home. Her
grandma was not fooled by her shenanigans
and dressed her in dry clothes and sent her
back to school.
There was a pond near the farm and some-
times in the winter she remembers going
skating there with her parents. They would
bring hot chocolate with marshmallows to
the skating party.
Dale grew up on a farm in theWasioja area.
His parents raised crops, cattle, sheep, hogs
and chickens, His two brothers and one sister
helped out with chores and he learned to milk
cows by hand by the age of ten.
Aweek before Christmas his dad would cut
a tree from the woods on the farm and they
would decorate it with ornaments, tinsel and
strings of popcorn. They never had lights on
the tree. One of his favorite memories was
Christmas shopping with his family.
The family always went to church on
Christmas eve and then celebrated with a big
meal on Christmas Day with lots of family
and relatives for company. The meal was
usually chicken, potatoes and gravy. For
dessert they would hand churn homemade ice
cream to enjoy with homemade candy like
taffy, fudge and divinity. They would open
their gifts on Christmas Day and they re-
ceived practical gifts like clothes. His fa-
vorite was a Farmall toy tractor. The kids
always had a small gift to give their parents.

The kids played out-
side all the time. They
would get in snowball
fights and go sledding.
One year he made a
couple pegs with a nail
in the end and they
would propel the sled
along on the ice the
frozen river.
They went to the
country school in Wasioja with grades 1-4 on
the lower level and grades 5-8 upstairs. Dale
says they learned more in those eight grades
then kids do now in twelve. The teachers were
local farm wives. There was always a Christ-
mas program at school and he remembers the
kids playing angels and shepherds.
Carole grew up in town, but would spend
Christmas at her grandparent’s farm. On
Christmas eve they would open presents, usu-
ally inexpensive handmade items. The family
would have lutefisk and then attend Christmas
eve service at church and then have lefse af-
terwards. She loved being in the Christmas
programs at school and at church.
Her father drove the snowplow truck and the
seven kids would stay at the grandparent’s
farm. Sometimes the roads were very bad in
the winter. She recalled one year when the
roads were so bad that they went into the ditch
and they were fortunate that they didn’t end
up in the river.
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Joe paced back and forth in his sister’s
kitchen one Sunday before dinner. His sister
Carol recognized the worried look on his face
and called him over to where she stood next to
the sink.
“Hey Joe, can you hold on to this for me?”

She handed him a can of vegetable scraps.
Joe took the can and walked outside where
he threw the scraps in the compost bin before
returning to the kitchen.
“Why did you toss my scraps? I asked you
to hold on to them.”
“Why would you ask me to hold onto
garbage?” Joe asked.
“I thought you liked holding on to useless
things,” she replied.
“What do you mean?”
“You’ve been wearing a path on my kitchen
floor, preoccupied with whatever is on your
mind. I doubt if you heard anything I said to
you before now, yet you instinctively tossed
the compost scraps without giving them a
second thought.”
He had to admit that Carol was right. “But
is there a point to this?” he asked.
Carol offered him a simple suggestion:
“Why don’t you apply that same logic to
whatever is bothering you? If it’s something
you can change, change it. If it’s something

you can’t change, let it go.”
Holding on to things that are eating at you is
not just unproductive; it’s a recipe for disas-
ter. In other words, throw out those scraps
before they start to smell.
Carol’s advice is golden. Her words are es-
pecially appropriate for managers who have
so little confidence in their staffs that it af-
fects their job performance.
Are you a micromanager? A second-
guesser? If you are, you need to stop. This is
not a healthy way to manage people – for
yourself or other employees.
As a manager, you need to look at your need
to control. Are you trying to get your em-
ployees to do things the way you do them be-
cause you think your way is superior? This is
a dangerous mindset for a manager because
you are not looking ahead to the outcome but
are getting caught up in controlling the
process, according to Johanna Rothman on
the Rothman Consulting website. Is that
what you really want to do? Is it productive?
Many managers micromanage as a form of
quality control. These managers often find
themselves working unbelievably long hours
in order to redo the work of others. If you’re
always swamped with work and you just
can’t seem to let others take a piece of the re-
sponsibility pie – then you’ve got a problem.
Not trusting your staff is essentially the
same as not trusting yourself to manage them
effectively.
Learning to trust your staff and allowing
them to make mistakes is part of being a ma-
ture manager. Many managers believe that it
is a virtue to make every decision along the
way – to control every detail of, well, every-
thing. But the truth is, a good manager helps

make sure that her direct reports keep the
flow of work going. Agood manager is more
interested in the growth of his direct reports
and the eventual positive and freeing work-
place that can be developed when they are
operating as autonomously as possible.
To improve your ability to manage, you will
need to let go of your need to control quality
at every stop. This does not mean you sacri-
fice quality. It simply means you are not the
quality control traffic cop. You are a man-
ager, and that means you assist people in
being able to do their jobs. You don’t block
their ability to do it by second guessing, re-
doing work and spending long hours in the
office. You give them the tools to do their
jobs correctly and with the best possible re-
sults.
Letting go is not always simple. But don’t
let worrying about what you might lose when
you let go change your resolve. Consider the
lesson this little fellow learned.
A little boy was playing one day with a very
valuable vase. When he put his hand inside
it and couldn’t pull it back out, he called for
his mother. His mother tried gently to slide
his hand free, but it remained stuck.
She was ready to break the vase when she
said, “Ok, let’s try one more time. Open your
hand and hold your fingers straight out and
then pull.”
“Oh, no, mommy!” the boy cried. “If I do
that I’ll drop my quarter!”
Mackay’s Moral: Worry is wasting
today’s time to clutter up tomorrow’s op-
portunities with yesterday’s troubles.
Reprinted with permission from nationally syndicated

columnist Harvey Mackay, author of the New York Times
#1 bestseller "Swim With The Sharks Without Being
Eaten Alive."

By Harvey Mackay

Let It Go
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 645-5717
 Locally Owned Since 1983

Your One-Stop, Locally-Owned

 LIQUOR STORE
 We have all of your favorite brands and

 selections in stock at great prices!
 Cold Beer • Craft Brews • Wine • Spirits • Champagne

 Hard-to-Find Labels • Gift Sets • Ice

BEST
SELECTIONAROUND!

SAVE
 15%
 on Case 

 Purchases
 of Wine

 SAVE
 10%

 on 6 Bottles
 or More of

 Wine

 10%
 EVERYDAY 

 SENIOR 
 DISCOUNT

 5%
 EVERYDAY 
 MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT

FIXED
RIGHT

OR IT’S
FREE!

708 Schilling Drive N • P.O. Box 128 • Dundas, MN 55019
www.streitzheating.com

 Phone: (507) 645-4040

Gas Furnace/Boiler Tune-Up
 $ 94 00

 Now
 Limited time offer.  Furnace/boiler must be in operable condition.  Cannot be combined with other of fers.

Office is closed to walk-in.  Call if you need filters or service.

Community
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Free Inspections
 952.222.4004

 www.CapitalMN.com

Residential &
 Multi-Family Contractor

 Roofing    Siding    Gutters    
 Windows

Thank you for your patronage
 in 2022!

Quality You Can Stand On

 104 Railway Street, Dundas
 507-645-2772

 Mon.-Fri. 10am-5pm

www.specialized flooringdundas.com

Wishing you tidings
 of comfort and joy,

 plus wall-to-wall happiness
 this holiday season.

Community
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5 EasyWays to
Get Outdoors
ThisWinter

Minnesota DNR

Wondering how to get outside and enjoy the
outdoors this winter? The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources has some great no-
and low-cost activities open to everyone.
“We know Minnesotans love being out-
doors, and winter offers a whole different way
to play outside,” saidAnn Pierce, DNR parks
and trails director.
The DNR offers several suggestions to
make getting outdoors easy, fun and afford-
able for Minnesotans:

Get a vehicle permit
Vehicle permits are required to visit state
parks and recreation areas. The cost is $7 per
day or $35 for an annual permit. Permits can
be purchased at a park office, or visitors can
save time by purchasing online before head-
ing to the park. Park permits can be purchased
on the DNR website.
The DNR also offers free park permits
through its library program. More than 100 li-
braries across Minnesota offer seven-day per-
mits that people can check out at no cost.
“The library park pass program is a terrific
way to access state parks for free,” Pierce
said. “It’s one way we’re removing barriers
to getting outdoors and enjoying the beauty
of Minnesota’s state parks.”
A list of participating libraries is on the
DNR website.

Try winter camping
Winter camping is offered at 25 state parks
and recreation areas. For visitors looking for
a warmer overnight stay, many state parks
offer heated camper cabins with electricity
and yurts with wood stoves that are open
year-round. Camper cabins accommodate up
to six people, while yurts hold three to seven
people. Pets are not allowed inside camper
cabins or yurts.
Find the winter camping guide on the DNR
website, as well as information on staying in
camper cabins or yurts.

Look into family-friendly events
Events and programs are scheduled at state
parks throughout the winter season, offering a

wide range of activities, including escape
rooms, interpretive hikes, crafting, education
about park wildlife, and more.
“Whether you want to learn, or be physi-
cally active, or both, you’re sure to find an
event that fits you,” Pierce said. “State parks
and trails events are suitable for beginners
and all age groups.”
State park events are free, but a vehicle per-
mit is required to enter the park. Find state
park events on the DNR events calendar.
Rent snowshoeing or skiing equipment
Snowshoe rentals are available at 30 state
parks and recreation areas, and five state
parks offer cross-country ski rentals. Rental
prices vary by location, and some state parks
offer free rentals.
“Cross country skiing and snowshoeing are
great activities to be active while beating
cabin fever,” Pierce said. “If you need rental
equipment, it’s a good idea to check the web-
site for the park you’re planning to visit or
call ahead to get details about the type of
rental equipment offered at the park and to
check for availability.”
For snowshoe rental information, visit the
snowshoeing page of the DNR website and
for cross-country ski rentals, visit the ski pass
map on the DNR website.

Try ice fishing
It’s free to fish in many Minnesota state
parks, and some parks have fishing kits for
visitors to borrow.
“Ice fishing is a quintessential winter activ-
ity in Minnesota,” said Pierce. “If you’re new
to ice fishing, don’t worry, we can help. State
parks offer events and hands-on learning pro-
grams to teach you how to ice fish.”
Those interested in ice fishing in state parks
can read tips, learn about ice safety, find a
lake to fish on and more by visiting the state
parks ice fishing guide. To find parks that
have fishing kits available to borrow, see the
DNR’s page about borrowing equipment.

Ice Fishing Shelters
Shelter licenses
All non-portable ice
shelters must be licensed.
Wheeled fish houses
are considered non-
portable and must be li-
censed.
An annual shelter li-
cense costs $15 for resi-
dents and $37 for
non-residents, not including issuing fees that may be charged.
The ice shelter license must be readily visible from the exterior of the shelter.
A shelter license is valid from March 1 through April 30 of the following year.
A shelter license is not required on border waters between Minnesota or Wisconsin,
Iowa and North and South Dakota.
Portable shelter definition
A shelter that collapses, folds or is disassembled for transportation.
Portable shelters only need licenses and identification when left unattended, which is
defined as all occupants being more than 200 feet away.
Shelter identification requirements
ONE of the following must be readily visible from the exterior of the shelter with char-
acters at least 2 inches high:
Owner's name and address
Owner's drivers license number
Owner's Minnesota DNR identification number.
If a shelter is left out overnight, it must have at least 2 square inches of reflective ma-
terial on each side.

Shelter removal deadlines
Dark houses, fish houses and portables must be off the
ice no later than 11:59 p.m. (end of the day) for each of
the dates given in the categories below. County sheriffs
may prohibit or restrict the use of motorized vehicles if
dangerous ice conditions are present. If shelters are not
removed, owners will be prosecuted. A conservation of-
ficer also may confiscate, remove or destroy any ice
structure and its contents if not removed by the deadline.
Inland waters
South of line - March 6, 2023
North of line - March 20, 2023
Border waters
Minnesota-Iowa - Feb. 20
Minnesota–Wisconsin - March 1
Minnesota–North and South Dakota - March 5
Minnesota–Canada - March 31
Dates of removal are determined by an east-west line formed by U.S. Hwy. 10, east
along Hwy. 34 to Minnesota Hwy. 200, east along Hwy. 200 to U.S. Hwy. 2, and east
along Hwy. 2 to the Minnesota-Wisconsin border. After removal dates, shelters may re-
main on the ice between midnight and one hour before sunrise only when occupied or at-
tended. Storing or leaving shelters on a public access is prohibited.

Warmest Wishes at Christmastime
 It s our pleasure to serve you, and we look forward

 to seeing you again soon in the new year.
Complete Residential &

 Commercial Plumbing & Heating Service
 24/7 Answering Service 1-877-414-1915

WE’RE ONLINE!
Stay Up-to-date between print issues

www.dundasmn.com
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37540 Goodhue Ave.nue
 Dennison, MN

 Kitchen:
 Wednesday & Thursday 4:00-8:30 PM
 (Bar Open Later)
 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM
 (Bar Open Later)
 Sunday 9:00 AM-2:00 PM (Bar Open Later)

 www.firesidelounge.net
 507-645-9992

MMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaassMMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaassMerry Christmas
&& HHaappppyy NNeeww YYeeaarr!!&& HHaappppyy NNeeww YYeeaarr!!& Happy New Year!

HHOOLLIIDDAAYY HHOOUURRSS::HHOOLLIIDDAAYY HHOOUURRSS::HOLIDAY HOURS:
OOppeenn DDeecceemmbbeerr 2211,, 2222,, 2233 RReegguullaarr HHoouurrssOOppeenn DDeecceemmbbeerr 2211,, 2222,, 2233 RReegguullaarr HHoouurrssOpen December 21, 22, 23 Regular Hours

CChhrriissttmmaass EEvveeCChhrriissttmmaass EEvveeChristmas Eve
KKiittcchheenn//BBaarr OOppeenn 1111aamm--33ppmmKKiittcchheenn//BBaarr OOppeenn 1111aamm--33ppmmKitchen/Bar Open 11am-3pm
((wweeaatthheerr ppeerrmmiittttiinngg))((wweeaatthheerr ppeerrmmiittttiinngg))(weather permitting)

CClloosseedd CChhrriissttmmaass DDaayyCClloosseedd CChhrriissttmmaass DDaayyClosed Christmas Day

CClloosseedd NNeeww YYeeaarrss DDaayyCClloosseedd NNeeww YYeeaarrss DDaayyClosed New Years Day
MMaakkee yyoouurr NNeeww YYeeaarrss EEvveeMMaakkee yyoouurr NNeeww YYeeaarrss EEvveeMake your New Years Eve
rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss!!rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss!!reservations!

General
Ice Thickness
Guidelines

bled when traveling on white ice.
The strongest and safest ice is clear ice—
sometimes called blue ice—which typically
forms at the start of the ice season on top of
calm water. The ice is clear but can appear
blue or black when looking down into the
water. This ice is formed with large crystals
and few or no oxygen bubbles, creating very
solid, strong ice.
Honeycomb ice is one of the most danger-
ous types of ice and associated with many
fall-throughs during the late-ice season.
When ice begins to thaw in the spring from
the heat of the sun, the water on the surface
of the ice seeps through thin cracks and pores
in the ice. These cracks form in a honeycomb

The DNR does not measure ice thickness on
Minnesota lakes. Your safety is your respon-
sibility. Learn about the different ways to
check ice thickness before heading out.
Temperature, snow cover, currents, springs
and rough fish all affect the relative safety of
ice. Ice is seldom the same thickness over a
single body of water; it can be two feet thick
in one place and one inch thick a few yards
away.
Our recommendations are based on average
equipment weight and assume solid, clear ice.
You are responsible for knowing the weight
of your vehicle, equipment, and bodies.
Many factors other than thickness affect ice
strength, including air temperature, wind,
snow, streams, narrow areas or bottlenecks,
sun, shade, fish communities, plant decay,
and more.When a layer of snowmelts and re-
freezes on top of lake ice, it creates white ice,
which is only about half as strong as new,
clear ice. Double the above thickness guide-
lines when traveling on white ice.
White ice occurs when snow melts on top
of a sheet of ice and refreezes. This type of
ice is only about half as strong as new, clear
ice because it is full of air bubbles and made
up of smaller crystals. As a result, the stan-
dard ice thickness guidelines should be dou-

Ice thickness guidelines for new, clear ice only.
UNDER 4" Stay off
4" Ice fishing or other activities on foot
5" - 7" Snowmobile or small ATV
7” – 8” Side-by-side ATV
9” – 10” Small car or SUV
11” -12” Medium SUV or small truck
13” Medium truck
16” -17” Heavy duty truck
20”+ Heavy duty truck with wheellhouse shelter

Minimum ice thickness for stationary/parked loads up to 11,000 lbs*
Load/Situation Minimum Effective Thickness (inches)
Person standing 6
Snowmobiles
(maximum weight machine + rider <1,100 lbs) 10
Loaded vehicle >1,100 lbs but <2,200 lbs 13
Loaded vehicle >2,200 lbs but <4,400 lbs 16
Vehicle >4,400lbs but <6,600 lbs 18
¾ ton 4x4 vehicles (maximum GVW of 11,000 lbs) 22

pattern due to the hexagonal structure of the
ice crystals. If you observe a block of honey-
comb ice, you will notice the ice has formed
into columns perpendicular to the surface. It
takes little or no effort to shatter it and break
it into pieces.
Ice thickness guidelines do not apply to
honeycomb ice. If ice is honeycombed, stay
off.

What are gas holes?
Decaying vegetation that releases gas bub-
bles causes gas holes. When the bubbles rise
to the surface, they bring warmer water from
the bottom of the lake, which slowly melts a
bell-shaped hole into the ice. These holes can
be several feet in diameter at their widest and
only a few inches across at the surface. They
are often hidden by a thin layer of ice or
snow.

Gas holes tend to form in the same areas
each year, often near stream inlets where veg-
etation and debris collect or in shallow water
with heavy aquatic vegetation. If you are not
familiar with the area, talk to the local experts
to learn if there are any known gas holes on
the lake.

Frozen lakes are not parking lots
Cars, pickups or SUVs should be parked at
least 50 feet apart and moved every two hours
to prevent sinking. Stationary loads (longer
than two hours) require thicker ice than the
standard guidelines. See the table below for
stationary loads of more than two hours but
less than seven days.
Tip: Make a hole next to the car. If water
starts to overflow the top of the hole, the ice
is sinking and it’s time to move the vehicle.

Minnesota DNR

Share Your Good News!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or
birth announcement.

Email us at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Local Government

Increase in Utility Rates for 2023
Dundas City Council passed Ordinance 2022-05, Exhibit A,

proposed fees allowing increase in utility rates and others effective
January 1, 2023 as listed:

AAllll ooff uuss aatt MMaaiinnssttrreeeett PPuubblliisshhiinngg,,AAllll ooff uuss aatt MMaaiinnssttrreeeett PPuubblliisshhiinngg,,All of us at Mainstreet Publishing,
ppuubblliisshheerrss ooff tthhee DDuunnddaass MMeesssseennggeerrppuubblliisshheerrss ooff tthhee DDuunnddaass MMeesssseennggeerrpublishers of the Dundas Messenger

tthhaannkk yyoouu ffoorr yyoouurr rreeaaddeerrsshhiipp aanndd ssuuppppoorrtt..tthhaannkk yyoouu ffoorr yyoouurr rreeaaddeerrsshhiipp aanndd ssuuppppoorrtt..thank you for your readership and support.

Place Your Ad in the
January Issue of the
Dundas Messenger

Contact Terry at 507-951-7417 or
email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Local Government

Rice County Taxes Are Up
The board hoped to avoid repaying the
bonds with a property tax increase, but when
the Minnesota Legislature adjourned in May
without passing a bill allowing the county to
offer voters an alternative, commissioners
were left with no other option.
Despite the levy increase, Rice County’s tax
rate dropped for the third straight year. And
property taxes remain among the lowest in the
state.
Also included in the $90.27 million 2023
budget also approved Tuesday is more than
$810,000 in funding for local nonprofits, in-
cluding the Rice Soil andWater Conservation

(continued from page 1)

DUNDAS CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Monday, November 28, 2022
7:00 p.m. Dundas City Hall
Present: Councilors Luke LaCroix, Grant
Modory, Luke Swartwood
Absent: Mayor Glenn Switzer; Councilor
Larry Fowler
Staff: Engineer Dustin Tipp; Administra-
tor/Clerk Jenelle Teppen; Deputy Clerk Linda
Ripka

CALLTO ORDER
Acting Mayor Modory called the meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was present.
PUBIC FORUM - No one spoke.

APPROVALOFAGENDA
Motion by LaCroix, second by Swartwood,
to approve the agenda. Motion Carried Unan-
imously (MCU)
APPROVALOF CONSENTAGENDA
Motion by LaCroix, second by Swartwood,
to approve the consent agenda as follows:
Regular Minutes of November 14, 2022;
Disbursements - $95,917.20. MCU

OLD BUSINESS - No old business
brought before Council.
ORDINANCESAND RESOLUTIONS
Resolution 2022-27 AResolution of
Support for the City of Dundas Grant
Application Submittal for the 2022
MnDOTActive Transportation

Grant Program
City Engineer Tipp reviewed the MnDOT
ATTransportation Grant Program which pro-
vides grant funds for the construction of
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure projects
and if awarded, funding could provide up to
100% of eligible costs. He stated the City
will seek support by resolution from Rice
County to act as the project sponsor. He re-
ported the grant funds will be used to con-
struct a new 10-foot wide pedestrian and bike
trail along County Road 1 from Schilling
Drive to Stafford Road North. Tipp indicated
the project would connect the existing side-
walks along the corridor and include pedes-
trian crossing upgrades at Trunk Highway 3,
as well as drainage improvements to accom-

modate the new trail. He stated the project
cost is about $270,000.
Motion by Swartwood, second by LaCroix,
to approve Resolution 2022-27. MCU

Resolution 2022-28 AResolution
Approving Final 2023 Economic Devel-
opment Authority Budget and Final

2023 Property Tax Levy
Administrator Teppen stated the EDA rec-
ommended the 2023 budget and levy be re-
viewed for approval.
Motion by Swartwood, second by LaCroix,
to approve Resolution 2022-28. MCU

NEW BUSINESS
Consider Approving Contract for

Building Official Services
Administrator Teppen stated building offi-
cial Benny Svien retired on November 8,
2022. She said she looked at neighboring
cities for building official. Gary Staber out of
New Prague is the building official in both
Lonsdale and Elko New Market. She indi-
cated a contract for his professional services
was drafted by the City Attorney and Mr.
Staber has agreed to the terms.
Motion by LaCroix, second by Swartwood,
to approve the City entering into a contract
with Gary Staber, Municipal Inspections,
Inc., to provide building official services as
of November 28, 2022. MCU

Consider Closing City Hall on
Friday, December 23

Administrator Teppen stated Christmas Eve
is a half day holiday on Saturday this year,
which means holiday is observed on Friday,
December 23. She requested City Hall be
closed all day on December 23.
Motion by Swartwood, second by LaCroix,
to approve the closing of City Hall all day on
Friday, December 23, 2022. MCU
Consider Appointing Matthew Summers

and Tyler Johnson as part-time

Police Officers
Administrator Teppen has made contingent
offers of employment to Matthew Summers
and Tyler Johnson for the two positions of
part-time Police Officer.
Motion by LaCroix, second by Swartwood,
to approve appointing Matthew Summers
and Tyler Johnson as part-time officers ef-
fective upon the successful completion of re-
quired background investigation, medical
and psychological evaluations. MCU
REPORTS OFOFFICERS, BOARDS

AND COMMITTEES
City Engineer – Dustin Tipp

Tipp gave summary of his report: (1) staff
has installed the signage for the on-street bike
lane along First Street and working with Rice
County to install the pedestrian crossing sigs
at Hester and First Streets this week; (2) pond
mapping is complete and staff plans to go out
for quotes in December with work to be early
2023; (3) and staff has prepared a preliminary
layout for Public Works cold storage build-
ing and parking area.
City Administrator – Jenelle Teppen
Teppen reminder Council of the need for a
possible second meeting, Tuesday, Decem-
ber 27th, or look at passing a resolution to ap-
prove payment of bills at the next Council
meeting, December 12th. She indicated there
is a Conditional Use Permit application for
review and waiting on Bridgewater Town-
ship for their landscape plan.
Teppen asked the Human Resource Com-
mittee to meet to review a tentative police
agreement with LELSI.

ADJOURN
Motion by LaCroix, second by Swartwood,
to adjourn the meeting at 7:24 p.m. MCU
Submitted by: Jenelle Teppen,
Administrator/Clerk
Attest: Grant Modory, Acting Mayor

Fossum says legal marijuana creates ‘vacuum in the law’
Courtesy of KYMN Radio
The 2023 Minnesota Legislature will open in less than a
month under Democratic control, as the DFLwas able to cap-
ture control of the
Senate and maintain control of the House of Representa-
tives and the Governor’s office.
Among the items on the DFL agenda is legalization of mar-
ijuana. While the idea is a popular one with many segments
of the state population, law enforcement has consistently op-
posed the idea, mainly because of the risks it will create due
to impaired driving. Many other states, including Washing-
ton, Oregon and Colorado have legalized cannabis, and they
have all reported higher traffic incidents and higher impaired
driving incidents since legalization took hold
Rice CountyAttorney John Fossum said the questions are how much THC in a person’s
system is enough to cause impaired driving, and how can law enforcement test for it?
As with alcohol, Fossum said the state legislature would have to establish a legal limit,
but he does not know what that percentage would be. Moreover, there is not an easy way
to test for the amount of THC in a person’s bloodstream. There is no apparatus like a
breathalyzer that can measure THC without drawing blood. That, however, is an invasive
procedure and a police officer would have to get a warrant if a person does not submit to
a blood test voluntarily.
Establishing a legal limit, he said, creates a lot of questions. Alcohol levels have been
something that has become easier and easier to deal with because the science of testing
for it has been established and refined. He pointed out as we learn more about the effect
of alcohol on the brain, the legal limit has been getting smaller and smaller. Not so, how-
ever, with THC. The lack of good data, he said, creates a vacuum in the law. And while
other states have been wrestling with the same question, there are still no good answers.
“We’ve now had several years with Washington state and Oregon and now even South
Dakota for a couple of years, with legalized marijuana. And there certainly could be ap-
proaches that people can follow, but I don’t know what they are at the moment.”
The 2023 legislative session will begin on January 3rd.

Rice County Attorney
John Fossum

District, Rice County Historical Society and
the three county libraries: Faribault, Lonsdale
and Northfield. Each of the libraries, which
continue to see increases in patronage, will
receive $6,000 more in 2023 than in 2022.
By function, Roads and Bridges expendi-
tures – at 24% — make up nearly one quar-
ter of the 2023 budget. Human Services
follows closely at 23% of the total budget.
Public Safety is at 17%; General Government
is at 14%.
The board also approved a separate
$225,450 levy for the Housing & Redevel-
opment Authority, a 13.24% increase over
2022.

FREELANCE WRITERS
 WANTED

Duties include covering feature and human interest 
 stories and upcoming events in the Messenger 

 coverage area.
 Will also work with content production

 for on-line distribution.
 Pay negotiable and based on experience.

 Qualified applicants will possess:

 Email resume and sample of work to: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
 or call Terry at 507-951-7417

 • Ability to work with deadlines
 • Great people skills
 • Knowledge of/access to a computer
 • Enjoy small town atmosphere
 • The ability to work some night hours as needed for editorial
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By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:
Christmas

Not all but many holidays over the
course of my childhood are marked with
some kind of minor disaster. Like the
Thanksgiving table fire, or the Christmas
Eve were my sister and I accidentally did
a 360 on the highway in between the fifth
and sixth Christmas Eve service of the
night. No one ever gets hurt in these minor
disasters but they make the holiday mem-
orable and make for a good story. One that
came to me this year was the Christmas
that the dishwasher shorted out. It was the
Christmas of 2004, I was eight-years-old
that year. Honestly, I cannot for the life of
me remember what I got for Christmas that
year. What I can remember is the events of
the day. It was a typical Christmas of my
childhood. We got up had breakfast and
did stockings before Dad went off to work
to do Christmas day services at the Med-
ical Center in Rochester. The family would
be coming over that evening for dinner and

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
Steve Keel,
the mystery

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

I met Steve Keel when I was looking for an
electrician to wire the meter box and the
main service panel in my new house. I had
been building the house for two years using
a portable generator to run the power tools.
But as the time approached to connect to the
grid, I needed an electrician to do the re-
quired install. I asked at the local Hardware
store and the owner Andy gave me Steve’s
number. Steve was a quiet and very likable
guy and we became friends quickly.
As I was running behind schedule for my

completion date, I ended up hiring Steve to
help finish the interior wiring. I set boxes,
pulled wire and located where all the
switches, outlets, ceiling boxes and appliance
hook-ups went. I had designed the house
from the ground up and the blueprint was
mostly in my head.We would work all morn-
ing and then drive up to Esha’s Country
Restaurant for lunch. It was enjoyable to dis-
cuss many topics as we worked together. We
wrapped up the project by the end of July and

presents; in the meantime, we watched
Christmas movies and worked on Christ-
mas dinner.
I think it was a pretty normal Christmas
that year… or at least it was until the dish-
washer shorted out before dinner causing
it to fill up with water. It was all going to be
OK though because Grandpa, who had
been a Navy Electrician, was going to fix
it. All he needed to do was cut off the
power to the dishwasher and take care of
the problem.
Now the breaker box was in the garage,
and I do not remember exactly how but the
wrong breaker got turned off. So instead of
turning off the power to the dishwasher the
power to the oven got turned off instead.
Which not only left Grandpa working on a
live dishwasher, where thankfully nothing
happened but stopped the oven.
The oven where the Christmas ham, that
my mother had rubbed down with brown
sugar and poured Cocacola over, had been
baking. The oven that no one noticed was
off until after the dishwasher had been
taken care of.
I was eight that year so I don’t rightly re-
member if we even ended up eating the
ham that day once the power mixup was
noticed. But I will never forget the Christ-
mas dishwasher disaster of 2004.

I headed back to Minnesota while Steve had
a caribou hunt inAlaska planned forAugust.
Steve and his hunting partner flew in to

Fairbanks, Alaska on August 20th and then
drove five hundred miles north to Deadhorse
where they planned to hunt. OnAugust 27th,
Steve left the campsite to retrieve some sup-
plies where they stored the caribou meat. It
was less than a mile hike, although the rough
terrain took about an hour to cover the dis-
tance. He never returned, and a missing per-
sons report was made. The two hunters had
been in daily contact with their wives with a
special satellite phone since there is no cell
phone signal in the Alaskan wilderness.
Steve was a lifelong outdoorsman with sur-
vival skills military experience and had no
medical conditions that were known.
Steve’s two adult sons, immediately flew
up to the area to search for their father but
with no luck. Four friends from Tennessee
also formed a rescue team and flew up to
Alaska to help look. They had military spe-
cial forces and search and rescue experience,
but after two weeks not a sign had been
found. The family had requested that North
Slope Search and Rescue unit deploy their
RECCO device which is placed in a heli-
copter and can ping off a cell phone even if
its battery is dead. Air support for two addi-
tional groups was requested because the ter-
rain of the arctic steppe is a spongy one to
four foot thick mat on top of the permafrost.
Still not a sign of Steve anywhere was found.
During the short summer theArctic tundra

slopes are lush with vegetation supporting
some of the largest herds of wild animals in
the world. The caribou migrate there to bear
their calves. Migratory fowl travel from
Florida and Mexico for the summer as well.
Wolves, polar bear and grizzly bear also hunt
the land. But winter sets in by November and
high winds with six or more feet of snow and
temperatures down to 70 degrees below zero
will be the norm until the end of March.

Jayne Bongers  Owner/MN, Certified

 507-412-9813

Call today for your FREE,
 No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
 100 S. 4th St.

 Cannon Falls, MN 55009

 MERRY CHRISTMAS
 TO ALL!

 We would like to say thanks to the many customers and friends 
 who have made our year so memorable with their visits.

PROVIDER

1575 20th St. NW
 Faribault, MN 55021

 1605 Main St.
 Zumbrota, MN 55992
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!
News, Photos, Events...

Email your news to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: HAPPY HOLIDAYS
ACROSS
1. Result of too much pressure
6. Stir-fry pan
9. Steps to the river, in India
13. Hindu sage
14. Attorneys' org.
15. *Christmas cookies emanation
16. The Brady Bunch, e.g.
17. Mourner's wish
18. Mature, as in fruit
19. *Santa's entryway
21. *Holiday plum treat
23. Foot the bill
24. Hot alcoholic beverage
25. Not transgender
28. *Frosty's corn cob
30. Attract
35. Bad luck prediction
37. Indian cuisine staple
39. The whole amount
40. "Keep this information" button
41. *Coveted letter on a dreidel
43. Dry as dust
44. Opposite of digest
46. Inconclusive
47. Dirty air
48. Diplomat
50. Tallest volcano in Europe
52. Like a fox
53. Lion output
55. Beholder's organ
57. *Breaking holiday news
61. *Not coal on Christmas
65. Courtroom excuse
66. Golf coach at a country club
68. Very, in music
69. Make a logical connection (2 words)
70. Promissory letters
71. Pine or long
72. Chows down
73. Hundredweight, acr.
74. Ooze out

DOWN
1. Nile denizen, for short
2. *Like Duke brothers in "Trading Places"
3. *New Year's Eve option: ____ Spumante
4. Title-holder
5. Take for ransom
6. On one's guard
7. ____-Wan of "Star Wars"
8. K, in Greek
9. *Rose Bowl field, e.g.
10. Kachina doll maker
11. Answer from the flock
12. Drink for John Glenn
15. Fervent
20. Giving the once-over
22. *"Mele Kalikimaka" strings
24. More sordid
25. Trig function
26. Insect in adult stage
27. *Number of candles in Kwanzaa's kinara
29. Sacrifice for gain
31. Eighty-six
32. List components
33. *Holiday song offering
34. Lament for the dead
36. Scotland's famous loch
38. Eagle's aerie
42. Lid or lip embellishment
45. Go to bed (2 words)
49. *Yule tradition
51. Pirate's "Yes!"
54. Savory jelly dish
56. English county
57. London art museum
58. Hipbones
59. *It's sometimes ignored in face of holiday treats
60. Wading bird
61. Displeasure display
62. Biblical birthright seller
63. Backgammon predecessor
64. Prong of a fork
67. Column's partner



Page 24 December, 2022- DUNDAS MESSENGER -

Wishing You

 All the Joys of the Season

www.heritagebankmn.com

NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736  •  DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929   •  WEST C ONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236

 Thank you for being such great clients and friends.
 We really appreciate your business, and we look forward

 to serving you again soon in the New Year.


