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Announcements
• The United Methodist Church of
Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE of-
fers a meal carry out from 5:00-
6:00pm the third Wednesday of each
month.

Do you have an announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

507-273-9530  FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK @ THE ANNADINE

Thursday, November 17 th Open Mic
 Friday, December 9 th Rockin’ Hep Cats

 Thursday, December 15 th Open Mic

Dodge Center
 507-374-2542

 May you
 enjoy a truly

 Happy
 Thanksgiving 

 celebration.

(continued on page 3)

TRITON TIMES
Inside this issue!

We want to ThankYou for your continued
support of the Dodge Center Messenger
again this past year!
Your monthly newspaper, continues with

an unwavering goal to bring hometown
news to you.
In addition, in an effort to deliver the

news and information more timely between
print issues, earlier this year we launched
our on-line edition of the Messenger. Check
it out if you havent already, There is addi-
tional bonus content on the site as well that
is not in the print edition.
Thanks to local advertisers and your vol-

untary subscriptions, we are in your mail-
box each month. Enclosed in this month's
issue is a subscription envelope. We hope
you will consider renewing your voluntary
subscription.

Thank You
Abuse of the big

blue recycling con-
tainer bins in the
county have caused
the temporary re-
moval of the bins
from their locations
throughout the

county. The recycling containers at the recy-
cling center will also be removed on week-
ends due to the misuse of those who have
been putting garbage and unpermitted items
in them.

Recycling Container Abuse leads to
Removal in Dodge County

The recycling containers have specific bins
for allowed items to be placed in them. These
include: steel and aluminum cans, #1,#2 and
#5 plastic containers with less than an 8”
opening. Glass bottles and jars, corrugated
cardboard, newspapers, copy paper, maga-
zines, junk mail, box board, milk cartons, ce-
real boxes. Do not put recycling in plastic
bags. Remove the packaging from inside
boxes and flatten all cardboard.
Unacceptable items are garbage, food,

frozen food boxes, dishes, mason jars, mugs,
pyrex, 5 gallon buckets, kitty litter pails, dia-

pers, bubble wrap or padded envelopes, laun-
dry baskets, car seats, toys, plastic bags, fur-
niture, vinyl siding or gutters, clamshell
containers or barrels, Styrofoam, garden hoses
or cords, egg cartons, mattresses and box
springs.
All other unacceptable items and materials

should be brought to the transfer station for
disposal. Continued abuse will lead to re-
moving the recycling bins permanently. Help
to keep the community clean and beautiful by
disposing of trash responsibly.

Matt Durand of Arden Home Services
LLC of Owatonna, is working to offer af-
fordable housing to qualified buyers. Sin-
gle family homes for first time buyers are
in demand for workers in Dodge County.
Durand has experience in commercial,

residential and environmental construction
and has been involved in construction labor
as well as project management. He has
built custom homes in the metro area in the
$300,000 to $500,000 range and now
wants to help provide more affordable
housing in the rural communities.
The steps for this include attending an

eight-hour program of homeowner educa-
tion to prepare the buyer to apply for a
USDAhome mortgage. Under these guide-
lines a family of three or more with an an-
nual income of less than $129,000 will

Finding an Affordable Home in Dodge County
qualify for the mortgage and the
free quarter acre lot.
The house is a 1,008 sq. ft. 2 bed-

room, 1 bathroom rambler built on
a full unfinished basement, with an
attached two car garage. The price
of the home is $260,000 and are of-
fered only through the USDA fi-
nancing and not through a realtor.
Each house is complete with all
finishes and standard appliances
and interior walls are painted
white. The basement is not finished
but can be completed by the home-
owner later to include two addi-
tional bedrooms, a bath and a
family room. All homes are a stan-
dardized floor plan.

(continued on page 4)
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Religion

The Church Directory is Sponsored by:

Faith Lutheran Church
 308 2nd St. NW, Dodge Center

 Intern Pastor Kira Anderson • 507-374-2174
 Traditional Worship 8a.m.; Fellowship 9a.m.

 Christian Education 9:15a.m.
 Contemporary Worship 10a.m.

 Grace Lutheran Church
 404 Central Avenue N, Dodge Center

 Rev. Elliott Malm• 507-633-2253
 https://gracedc.church

 Worship 9a.m.; Sunday School 10:30a.m.

 Praise Fellowship Church
 602 Central Avenue S, Dodge Center

 Roger Langworthy • 507-374-6400
 Kidz Church 9:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 9:30a.m.

 Dodge Center Methodist Church
 201 1st St. SE, Dodge Center

 Rev. Chad Christensen • 507-374-6885
 Sunday Morning Worship at 8:15a.m.,

 Fellowship Time Following

 St. John Baptist De La Salle
 20 2nd St. NE, Dodge Center • 507-374-6830

 Mass Saturday 5p.m.

 Living Water Assembly Church
 104 1st St. NW, Dodge Center
 Roy Andrews • 507-374-6561

 Sunday 10a.m.

 Dodge Center SDA Church
 410 3rd Ave. SW

 Dodge Center • 507-374-6895
 Sabbath School 9:15a.m.; Saturday Worship 11a.m.

 Anchor of Hope Church,
 a 7th Day Baptist Congregation

 203 E. Main St., Dodge Center
 507-374-6755

 Saturday 10a.m. Worship; 11:45a.m. Sabbath School

 Bible Lutheran Church
 (American Assoc. of Lutheran Churches)

 11  1st Ave. N.E., Dodge Center
 www.biblelc.org  •  612-803-1212

 Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.
 (weekly sermons available on You Tube and on website)

 First Congregational Church
 12 Second Street NW

 Dodge Center, MN 55927
 507-633-6873

 www.congregationalchurchdc.com
 Keith Mosier, Pastor

Our Family Connecting 
 With Yours

 HAYFIELD
 501 2nd St NW
 507-477-2259

 www.czaplewskifh!frontiernet.net
 DODGE CENTER

 25 South St. SW
 507-374-2155

 KASSON
 801 7th St. SE
 507-634-6510

 Area Church Directory
 Trust All

 Love . . . always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
 —  1 Corinthians 13:7

 Our passage tells us that “love . . . always trusts.” Other translations say that “love 
 trusts all things.” The original Greek text says, more simply, “trusts all”—always and 
 all things. When I first noticed that, it seemed impossible to me.
 Have you ever been let down by someone only to find that it was because they never 

 trusted you? You might want to scream about who turned out not to be trustworthy! I 
 learned early in life not to trust people that I sensed didn’t trust me. But that can lead 
 to a destructive cycle in which people begin to trust each other less and less.
 Love offers a different approach. Love says, “I’ll give you trust.” Period.
 An unrelenting effort to “trust all” moves us to dig as deep as we need to in order to 

 find what is trustworthy. And that always brings us to God.
 The world will let you down, and you should feel free to move yourself to safety 

 when you need to. But God’s perfect love can drive us to look constantly for new 
 ways to trust.
 God, in and through your perfect love, help us to find trust that doesn’t depend on 

 circumstances but on you. Amen.

MAIL
 PO Box 1

 West Concord, MN  55985

 E-MAIL
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 FAX 507-645-9878

 www.dodgecentermn.com
 For advertising information,

 call Terry at 507-951-7417 or email:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 Published in cooperation with Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
 ©2022 Dodge Center Messenger.  All rights reserved.

Business and Individual
 Tax Preparation

 Bookkeeping Service

 Payroll Service
 211 Main Street • PO Box 585

 West Concord, MN 55985
 Office: 507-527-2898  Cell: 507-838-2970

 Fax: 507-527-2445

 Holly J. Burow
 CPA, LLC

 Certified Public Accountant
 holly@hollyjcpa.com

A minister relates a time back during the
days of 1929 when a group of ministers in the
Northeast discussed how they should conduct
their Thanksgiving Day services. Things
were about as bad as they could get, with no
signs of relief. The bread lines were depress-
ingly long, the store market had plummeted,
and the term Great Depression seemed to be
the right description for the mood of the coun-
try.
The ministers thought they should only

touch lightly on the subject of Thanksgiving
in deference to all the human misery all about
them. After all, there was nothing to be thank-
ful for. But Rev.William Stiger, a member of
the group, thought differently. He rallied the
group. He said this is not the time to give
mere passing mention of Thanksgiving. Just
the opposite, he thought. This was the time
for the nation to get matters in perspective and
thank God for the blessings always present,
but perhaps suppressed due to hardship. And
what better place for that thankfulness to be
expressed than in church?
All together, these ministers struck on some-

thing: the moments of the most intense thank-
fulness are not found in times of plenty, but
when difficulties abound. Think of the Pil-

grims that first Thanksgiving. Half their
number were dead, they were a people with-
out a country, but still there was thanksgiving
to God. Their gratitude was not for some-
thing but in something. It was that same
sense of gratitude that led Abraham Lincoln
to formally establish the first Thanksgiving
Day—in the midst of the Civil War, when the
list of casualties seemed to have no end and
the very nation struggled for survival.
Maybe you are going through a hardship

right now. You have experienced your own
Great Depression—its heaviness and burden,
both imagined and real. For what have you
to be thankful at Thanksgiving?
May I suggest three reasons to be thankful?
• We must learn to be thankful or we will

become bitter.
If we are not thankful, then it becomes too

easy to sit around and ponder the question:
Why me?
One way to get better instead of bitter is to

develop a thankful heart. ARabbi once said,
“Of all those I greet in the temple…I hope
that they are at least 10 percent grateful in
their hearts. This Rabbi knew people. We
come to worship sometimes…sullen, tired,
afraid around the edges…only hearing part
of the message. But if we can feel just 10
percent of our prayers and sing just 10 per-
cent with our hearts, that is probably a good
start that God will smile upon.
• We must learn to be thankful or we will

become discouraged.
It is an inescapable tenant of Christianity

that hardship will come. No one is im-
mune…from the greatest to the least of

us…but there is another inescapable tenant
of our faith, too: we need not be discouraged.
Jesus says, “Let not your hearts be troubled”
(John 14:1) and “I am with you always, to the
end of the age” (Matthew 28:20b).
As you sit down with family, look around

at them and ask yourself, where would I be
without her? Where would I be without him?
And if you are alone…reflect upon the mem-
ory of him or her as a gift, and upon the
goodness of God’s provision.
The Apostle Paul wrote: “In everything

give thanks.” It is not the test of faith to give
thanks when the sun is shining. It is not the
test of character when everything you touch
turns to gold. It is not the test of our being
when we have won the election. The test
comes when we have been knocked down.
Giving thanks to God, despite our hardships,

We must learn
to be

thankful…
By Rev. Chad Christensen

keeps discouragement at bay.
• We must learn to be thankful, or we will

become arrogant or self-satisfied.
The truth teaches us that none are really in-

dependent. When too much self-congratula-
tion is awarded to ourselves, we forget the
law of nature which says what goes up must
come down. How quickly trouble can
come…one telephone call and a life is turned
upside down…a national crises and the stock
market plummets, retirements are gone and
jobs are lost. How quickly our lives can
change.
Our prayer in the morning should always

begin: You have given me much, O Lord. I
pray you give me one more thing: a grateful
heart.
So, we must learn to be thankful—or we

will become bitter.



November, 2022 Page 3- DODGE CENTER MESSENGER -

Community

38 W Main St, Dodge Center  •   507-633-6355
 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com  •  www.dclandtitle.com

 From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex commercial or farm real estate 
 transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is committed to providing real estate 

 transactional expertise and personal customer service.

Space available  (55 capacity) for:
 Meetings • Baby and Wedding Showers

 Graduations • Class Reunions • Confirmations
 Musical Recitals • Family Gatherings

 For information call or text Nadine Langworthy at 507-273-9530
 16 West Main Street, Dodge Center

 Beer, Wine, Coffee, Tea, Pop & Snacks Available
 Microphone and Guitar Hookups • Grand Pianowww.hodgmandrainage.com

 507.528.2225
 Ag Drainage  •  Residential  •  Excavation • Municipal & Directional  •  Drilling Services

 We wish you all the best at Thanksgiving and always!

Thank You
(continued from page 1)

It insures the paper will continue here in
your hometown.
Without this support, we would not be

here. We hope you continue to see value in
the Messenger. While there are pleanty of
social media sources and on line sites out
there, most don't deliver the hometown
news and message like we try to do here.
Every year, many newspapers have con-

solidated or gone out of business.
We have watched this happen many times

in recent years in small rural communities,
and especially this past several years during
the covid situation.
With our small staff of 2.5, we understand

this challenge first hand here at the Mes-
senger, which is why we publish the Mes-
senger in its monthly format.

Our goal with the Mes-
senger is to help insure
our home towns, still
have a community voice
of its own, direct mail-
ing to all residents in the
zip code. This format al-
lows your hometown to
maintain a local monthly
paper, and better connect local residents,
businesses and the community. We also un-
derstand the need for more timely informa-
tion within the month, so check out the web
site for important news that happens be-
tween print issues. We continue to expand
our digital and online offerings while still
maintaining our dedication to our home-
towns!
We remain a small family owned busi-

ness with a goal of supporting our rural
communities and businesses.As always, if
you have news, information or story ideas,
please reach out to us.

Benjamin Arthur St John
Benjamin Arthur St

John, 73, of Bloom-
ing Prairie, MN
passed away Friday,
October 28, 2022,
peacefully at his
home surrounded by
his family. Benj was

born Febru-
ary 20, 1949,
in Red Wing,

MN to Lloyd and Margaret (Klooster) St
John. He was one of 11 children. He was a
proud veteran who served in the 173rd Air-
borne of the U.S. Army, 1968-1970.
OnApril 17, 1971, he married Barbara Jane

Schmoll of Claremont, MN. They had four
children. Benj was a hard worker until the
end. He farmed several years and worked on
the pipeline in the Midwest before starting his
own excavating business in 1989.
Benj is survived by his wife of 51 years,

Barb St John; daughters Tammy St John (Jim

Dozier), Toni (Ashley) Erwin, Shelly (Jim)
Abbott, and son Shane (Willa) St John;
grandchildren Brianna (Nathaniel) Ward,
Kianna Dozier, Jorden Finne (Nikki Nevels),
Kertis Stensrud, Tiffany (Jeromey)
Ellinghuysen, Ryan Hargrove, Madison Har-
grove, Michael St John, Courtney St John,
Braedyn Farr, Sebastian Farr, Wyatt St John,
Evan St John, Hank St John, and Greta St
John; great-grandchildren Cameron
Ellinghuysen and Kelsie Ellinghuysen; sib-
lings Joy Pearson, George (Cindy) St John,
Tim (Barb) St John, Joni Dignan, Jack (Lucy)
St John, Margy (Peter) Higgins, Joe (Cindy)
St John, Susie (Dan) Kruse, Gary (Tammy)
St John; and many, many nieces and
nephews.
Benj was preceded in death by his parents;

his in-laws, Leonard and Donna Schmoll;
brother, Steve St John; brother-in-law, Ken
Dignan; sister, Ginger Cornelius; grandson,
Kullen St John; and nephews, Jason St John
and Ryan Dignan.
Our Pillar:
Many define a pillar like the dictionary, a

tall vertical structure made of stone, metal, or
wood used to support a structure or as a mon-
ument. Our pillar was made of the good stuff
and was squished with hugs. He was hard
working, loved fiercely, and family and
friends meant the world to him. He always
made the best of what he had and was willing
to help out anyone in need....whether it be
fussy babies, stranded vehicles, or water
where it shouldn’t be. He enjoyed getting the
crew together...and there are a lot of us!! Hog
roasts and potlucks were favorites. He was al-
ways up for a visit and interested in what the
kids were up to. He taught us how to work
and how to have fun, such as his practical
jokes, but mind your manners. He was our
rock, our oak, our pillar...and we called him
Benj, Dad, Grandpa, Papa and Benji. Too
soon as it may be, the torch has now been
passed... Remember to share time while you
can and hug your family and friends often.
And perhaps enjoy a PBR
“Family ties are precious threads, no matter

where we roam. They draw us close to those
we love, and pull our hearts toward home.”
~author unknown
Visitation was from 4:00-8:00 p.m. Friday,

November 4, 2022, at Czaplewski Funeral
Home, 25 South Street SW Dodge Center,
MN. The funeral was held at 11:00 a.m. Sat-
urday, November 5, 2022, at Faith Lutheran
Church, 308 2nd St NW Dodge Center, MN,
with visitation one hour before. Burial with
military honors at Riverside Cemetery in
Dodge Center, MN followed the service.

DO YOU HAVE
A STORY IDEA?

E-mail:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Wishing you an abundance of joy and 
 prosperity at Thanksgiving and all season.

 Dodge Center
 www.eei.com

• Fitness consultation

 • Group workouts

 • One-on-one training

 • 24 hour health & fitness club

 • Free 7 day trial for
 new members

110 West Main Street
 Kasson, MN 55944

 Phone: 507-634-8100

A PLAN FOR EVERYONE
• Life • Health
• Annuities • IRA’s

• Employee Benefits • Long Term Care

• Medicare Supplements/Part D

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES LLC
Beth Hanggi

35 W. Main St., Dodge Center • 507-374-6342 • www.fahningandassocs.com

Providing our clients with the best coverage and value
for their insurance needs for more than 50 years.

Good Beer.
 Good Drinks.
 Good Times.

 33 E. Main Street
 Dodge Center

 507-374-9425

Pool, Darts, Pull Tabs, E-Tabs,
 On & Off Sale

Durand will build the basement and finance the construction once the mortgage has been
approved. The house is a modular home built by Dynamic Homes, which assembles the
structure in their climate-controlled factory and delivers the home to the final site in two
sections. They are set on the foundation by a crane and secured together and then sided and
the ridge cap finished. The garage is then built on site. Matt is currently building one of
these homes in Owatonna for himself as a way to test the program personally.
Durand has plans to get three families qualified for this program this winter so con-

struction can begin in the spring of 2023. Under his program at this time he has nine lots
available in Claremont. The lot is offered by the city under a Tax Increment Financing
program so the new homeowner is not assessed for the water, sewer and street costs.
You can find out more about this program by going to the City of Claremont website,

www.claremontmn.com and clicking on the Empty Lot Program. There you can find more
information and an application to fill out to start your quest for your own home. This is a
great way to get into a new home for the beginning buyer or even the couple who are
downsizing after the children have left home. You can purchase a new home and build
equity for the future.

Finding an Affordable Home in Dodge County
(continued from page 1)

The Triton FFA used
$1000 from their corn
drive fundraiser to pur-
chase groceries for the
Dodge County Food Shelf.
Sunshine Foods assisted
with the event by donating
$100 so they could pur-
chase a total of $1100
worth of food. The pur-
chase bought 593 pounds
of food. This is the 10th
year of doing this activity
and when started in 2012
they could purchase close
to 1000 pounds with $1100
worth of groceries.

Triton FFA Corn Drive
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SMIF

702 2nd Avenue SE, Dodge Center
 800-733-6336

 www.mcneilus.com

 We wish you all the best at 
 Thanksgiving and always!

Steel, Farm Machinery, Car Bodies, Aluminum, 
 Copper, Batteries, Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm • June-October Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408   I   www.ldrecycling.com

Developing
a Plan for
Growth

Over the years of serving as president of
Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation
(SMIF), I have noticed that foundations, of
which there are many in our state, are often
touted as organizations that do grantmaking.
However, I know that grantmaking is often
just the tip of the iceberg of what foundations
can offer the communities they serve. At
SMIF, while we do invest in our 20-county
region through grants, we also invest long-
term in our communities and people through
a variety of targeted support services.
SMIF helps entrepreneurs, early childhood

professionals and communities identify the
best solutions to many of the challenges they
may be facing. We are also fortunate to have
a broad network of partners and resources at

minding counties that the funding they were
allocated through the American Recovery
Plan Act can be utilized for child care infra-
structure – an important tool for growth. Sig-
nificant strides in addressing child care
shortages have been made in communities
like Northfield and Blooming Prairie with
the support of SMIF’s services.
The examples listed above are just some of

the ways that SMIF provides technical assis-
tance for the region. For those people and
communities that are already engaged with
us through our programming – like our Com-
munity Foundations, Early Childhood Initia-
tives or Rural Entrepreneurial Venture
programs, they have been receiving consis-
tent targeted support services over many
years.
Is your community or business in need of

support? Now is the time to reach out to
SMIF. The best place to start is by emailing
inquiry@smifoundation.org and we will con-
nect you with the right person to help you on
your growth journey.
As always, I welcome your comments and

questions. You can reach me at timp@smi-
foundation.org or 507-455-3215.

Tim Penny
So. MN Initiative Foundation

www.heritagebankmn.com
 WEST CONCORD:  181 Main Street 507-527-2236

 DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929

 NORTHFIELD:  1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736

 With Gratitude
 and

 Best Wishes
 We really appreciate friends and neighbors

 like all of you.
 Thanks for choosing us!

 We will be closed Thursday, November 24th
 so our employees can enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday.

our fingertips that we can tap into and help
people get on a path for growth. Our Foun-
dation’s motto is “collaborating for regional
vitality” – and we can help direct you to the
resource needed if it is not something SMIF
provides.
We encourage any entrepreneur in our re-

gion who wants to grow their business to
reach out to SMIF. You do not need to be a
loan client or plugged into our programming
in any way. We can help you determine what
your next steps for growth could be and
which resources or partners we can direct you
to for support. For entrepreneurs who might
eventually need a loan, SMIF offers an array
of options, including a Small Enterprise Loan
which comes with the added benefit of hav-
ing access to resources like free technical as-
sistance from a wide range of experts.
For those who are in the child care field,

SMIF offers consultation services to help
providers create a more sustainable business
model that also aligns with their personal
goals. Sometimes child care business owners
need help with developing a business plan or
marketing plan. Child care centers can also
utilize this support. They might have staffing
issues or other challenges that can be ad-
dressed by working with our staff.
Outside of one-on-one technical assistance,

SMIF also provides customized support to
communities seeking solutions to child care
challenges. Some of this takes the form of
doing an assessment to determine what assets
exist in town, and what partnerships could be
formed to develop solutions. Currently, our
Early Childhood Business Consultant is re-
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DEED

Potpourri Mill Log Cabin
Lori and Darwin Amy

2290 County 49 Blvd., Dennison, MN
Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net

or call 507-649-1009

Holly Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: November 26, December 3, 10
 Sundays: November 27, December 4, 11

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Take a drive in the country and shop in our
 log cabin filled with crafts and antiques!

 Holly Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: November 26, December 3, 10
 Sundays: November 27, December 4, 11

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

 Holly Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: November 26, December 3, 10
 Sundays: November 27, December 4, 11

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

A new report from the Labor Market Infor-
mation Office in the Minnesota Department
of Employment and Economic Development
(DEED) takes a closer look at the short-term
pandemic and long-term demographic im-
pacts on labor force participation.
Increasing labor force participation could

help ease hiring challenges resulting from our
historically tight labor market, where there are
roughly four job openings for every person
looking for work. Tight labor markets typi-
cally increase labor force participation, and
labor force participation has been steadily in-
creasing in Minnesota since its low during the
depths of the pandemic.
Labor Market Analyst Anthony

Schaffhauser’s research takes a closer look at
the many factors impacting labor force par-
ticipation and seeks to answer the question of

New Research
from DEED Takes
a Deeper Dive
on Labor Force
Participation

Minnesota labor force
participation surged in

2022, outpacing the
U.S. rebound

whether the larger overall trend toward lower
labor force participation set in motion in the
early 2000s by demographic changes is likely
to continue.
“Minnesota is a hard-working state with

labor force participation rates that are consis-
tently far higher than the national average,”
said DEED Commissioner Steve Grove. “Yet
like every state, our participation took a hit
during the pandemic. This research helps us
better understand these trends - and reveals
opportunities for both business and govern-
ment to grow participation in various sectors
of the economy.”
Schaffhauser’s research could help employ-

ers, workforce development specialists, edu-
cators and others explore ways that labor
force participation could be increased, work-
ing within the constraints of an aging popu-
lation.
Some measures could include increased

flexibility to allow more high school age stu-
dents to enter the workforce, and ensuring
enough affordable, high-quality child care for
parents of young children. In addition, an ex-
pansion of work-based learning opportunities
would allow people to earn while they learn,
which would help people acquire needed
skills while still earning a paycheck. Finally,
employers could take steps to urge recent re-
tirees to “unretire.”
Minnesota’s Labor Force Participation Rate

(LFPR) was 68.2% as of August 2022, the
latest period for which data is currently avail-
able. Immediately prior to the pandemic,
Minnesota’s LFPR reached a high of 70.8%.
It is important to note that Minnesota’s LFPR
of 68.2% remains well above the national av-
erage of 62.4%. Minnesota’s rate has been

higher than the national average since LFPR
started being tracked at a state level in 1976.
While an older population usually leads to a

lower LFPR, the decline in LFPR is not due
entirely to demographic change. COVID-19
has prevented some people from returning to
work due to health impacts, such as Long
COVID, or due to health concerns among
those at higher risk of complications if they
contract the virus. In addition, COVID dra-
matically slowed immigration from other
countries, thwarting people who otherwise
would have been expected to join the work-
force here. Dramatically reduced immigra-
tion did have an impact on labor force
participation, because foreign-born residents
have a higher LFPR than native-born resi-

dents; therefore, more foreign-born residents
increase the LFPR. Just over 50% of Min-
nesota’s recent labor force growth has been
driven by foreign-born workers.
ReadWill a Record-Setting Hot Labor Mar-

ket Bring Labor Force Participation Back to
Pre-Pandemic Levels? in the current edition
of Minnesota Economic Trends.
DEED is the state’s principal economic de-

velopment agency, promoting business re-
cruitment, expansion and retention,
workforce development, international trade
and community development. For more de-
tails about the agency and its services, visit
the DEED website, the JoinUsMn.com web-
site, or follow us on Twitter.
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One of the most dangerous rooms of the house with regard to accidental poisonings is the bedroom, on  account of the 
 nightstand next to the bed. Many adult dogs and teething puppies sleep in the bed with their humans,  and thus have easy 
 access to the drugs on that nightstand. Medications left on counters in kitchens and bathrooms find  their way into the 
 stomachs of bored dogs, too.
 If your dog ever does happen to ingest human medication, bring the original container to the veterin arian. The original 

 bottle or package can tell you which drug is involved, what strength, how many pills or tablets were  in the container, and 
 possibly the manufacturer s recommendations concerning poisoning.
 Dangerous Drugs for Dogs
 The most common human medications to cause poisoning in dogs include:
 NSAIDS
 The nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) are widely used and readily available — many of th ese can be 

 purchased over the counter. These drugs are used to treat pain, inflammation, and fever in people. E xamples of NSAIDs 
 include aspirin, ibuprofen, naproxen, and indomethacin. In dogs, orally ingested NSAIDs are rapidly  absorbed. Most 
 achieve peak concentrations in the blood within three hours. The most commonly seen side effects of  these medications 
 are gastrointestinal irritation and damage to the GI tract.
 At recommended dosages, NSAIDs have little effect on the kidneys, but in cases of overdose (and also  with chronic 

 usage) renal damage has occurred. The simultaneous use of two NSAIDs can lead to kidney dysfunction.  Additionally, 
 NSAID overdose has caused clotting problems and liver disease. These drugs can also react with other  drugs.
 Acetaminophen/Tylenol
 Another readily available human medication often used to treat pain and inflammation in dogs is acet aminophen. This drug, sold as Tylenol and other brand names, 

 can be obtained both over the counter and in some prescription preparations. Exposure to dogs usuall y occurs through administration of acetaminophen by 
 uninformed but well-meaning owners intending to treat fever, pain, or inflammation in their animal.  Poisoning can occur from a single exposure to a large dose or from 
 chronic exposure to a low dose.
 Acetaminophen poisoning in dogs causes injury to the liver and, in high enough dosages, even liver f ailure. Clinical signs can include lethargy, loss of appetite, belly 

 pain, and jaundice. Swelling of the face and paws is also commonly seen. Cats are even more sensitiv e than dogs to acetaminophen — clinical signs can result from 
 ingesting a single tablet.
 ADHD Medications
 Medications used for attention-deficit disorder and hyperactivity contain amphetamine, a potent 

 stimulant. Ingestion of these medications by dogs can lead to life-threatening tremors, seizures, 
 elevated body temperature, and even cardiac and respiratory arrest.
 Blood Pressure Medications
 Blood pressure medications, like ACE inhibitors and beta blockers, can cause weakness, 

 stumbling, and dangerously low blood pressure.
 Sleep Medications
 Medications designed to aid with sleep, like Xanax, Ambien, and Valium, can cause dogs to 

 become lethargic, seem intoxicated and, in some cases, have dangerously slowed breathing 
 rates. Some dogs become severely agitated after ingesting these drugs.
 Treatment for Accidental Medication Intoxication
 The vast majority of these accidental intoxications can be successfully managed with early 

 treatment. For poisonings, the best outcomes involve seeking immediate advice from your 
 veterinarian followed by aggressive, proactive treatment, if necessary. Your vet may suggest 
 making the animal vomit if ingestion just occurred, but your pet may also need intravenous fluid 
 support or treatment with specific medications and antidotes to combat the toxin. Always check 
 with your veterinarian before starting any treatments to neutralize the poison.
 It s important to note that time is of the essence for many of these poisonings, and most 

 treatments are best done at a veterinary hospital.

Dodge Vet Clinic
 17 Airport Road N.
 Dodge Center, MN

 374-2125
 M-F 8am to 5pm; Sat. 8am to Noon

915 N. Mantorville Ave., Kasson
 634-6781

 M-W-F 8am-5pm; Tues-Thurs 8am-7pm; 
 Sat. 8am-Noon

Brought to You By:

My Dog Ate My Pills! 10 Most Dangerous Human Medications for Pets

Minnesota Receives
$15 Million to Boost
Meat and Poultry

Processing

processors increase their capacity to better
serve Minnesotans and ease supply chain
disruptions we’ve witnessed over the past
several years.”
The fund will offer low-interest loans for

the start-up, expansion, or operation of
slaughter and value-added meat and poultry
processing. Loans of up to $10 million will
be available at a 3% fixed interest rate with
a term of up to 10 years. Funds can be used
to purchase land or equipment, cover start-
up costs, and make other business invest-
ments. Returned funds will be available to
new borrowers.
“This loan program acts as a catalyst for

rural prosperity by opening opportunities to
expand local and regional processing capac-
ity and increase competition within the meat
industry. It creates new markets, new jobs,
and builds our economy,” said USDA Rural
Development Minnesota State Director

Colleen Landkamer. “Minnesota Rural De-
velopment is proud to partner with the State
of Minnesota. This is a clear example of how
the Biden Administration is building our
economy from the bottom up and middle out,
investing in meat and poultry processing fa-
cilities that know how to serve their commu-
nity’s unique needs.”
Minnesota was awarded the maximum of

$15 million in grant money targeting meat
and poultry processing from the USDAMin-
nesota Rural Development Meat and Poultry
Intermediary Lending Program. The USDA
will be investing a total of $200 million
across the nation through two rounds of pro-
gram grants.
“The MDA’s Rural Finance Authority al-

ready oversees over $96 million in loans and
is well qualified to manage and administer
this money,” said MDA Commissioner
Thom Petersen. “We are grateful for this

award from USDA and look forward to its
positive impact on the meat and poultry pro-
cessing industry across Minnesota.”
“Minnesota Farmers Union members have

championed increased investment in small
and medium-sized meat and poultry proces-
sors at the state and federal level for several
years and are elated to see the establishment
of a revolving loan program at Minnesota’s
Rural Finance Authority,” said MFU Presi-
dent Gary Wertish. “These funds will assist
rural entrepreneurs in expanding their busi-
nesses, which is welcome news for livestock
farmers. We are grateful to USDA for mak-
ing this investment in a more resilient food
system, and we are appreciative of the lead-
ership of Gov. Walz and his administration
as they pursued this funding to strengthen
rural Minnesota’s economy.”
Loan applications will be available in early

2023.

The State of Minnesota is receiving $15 mil-
lion from the United States Department of
Agriculture to establish a revolving loan pro-
gram that will support small and medium-
sized meat and poultry processors. The new
Meat and Poultry Revolving Loan Fund will
be available through the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s (MDA) Rural Finance
Authority.
“Local meat processing benefits farmers,

our urban and rural economies, and con-
sumers throughout the state,” said Governor
Tim Walz. “This loan program will help
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On Friday, November 11, Triton Public
Schools joined the nation in celebrating and
honoring Veterans. As an annual tradition at
Triton, our young Cobras are given the op-
portunity to thank and honor our local Veter-
ans, which includes relatives of many staff
and students. Marit Lang, a Veteran herself,
ran a very successful program that featured a
slide show of local Veterans, readings from
several 5th grade students, Patriotic music
played by the High School band, led by Mr.
Gray, and the presentation of the Triton paver.
The 2022 paver was awarded this year to

David Livingston, USAF. Mr. Livingston,
who is an active member of our local Lions
Club andAmerican Legion, served as a mem-
ber of the 1352nd Photographic Group based
in LosAngeles, California. After his service,
Mr. Livingston returned to Dodge Center
where he began a family dairy farm. Mr. Liv-
ingston has had a positive role with Triton as
a part of our transportation department for
over 10 years where he has safely transported
Triton Students to and from school, to vari-
ous activities, and on many field trips. We
are honored to have Mr. Livingston be a part
of our Triton family and thank him for his
service.

Triton Public Schools Celebrates
and Honors Veterans

Craig Schlichting
Superintendent

Cobra
Communications

those individuals still live in our communi-
ties and thank them for all of the work they
did to make Triton a reality. I can’t imagine
how many meetings needed to take place in
order to make that vision a reality. I am
thankful that they worked hard to help create
our school district. I realize that in a perfect
world, it may have been ideal for each com-
munity to continue on their own. The reality
of the situation is that schools are not ade-
quately funded, and when you consolidate, it
allows you to share many of the costs that in-
dividual school districts need to fund. Hav-
ing all of our operations on one site has
provided many cost savings, and allows us to
do share staff for multiple grade levels.
My first year in the district was actually in

the fall of 1993, shortly after the finalization
of the consolidation. I began working as a
teacher in the 7-9 junior high school in West
Concord. At that time the school district was
operating five total school buildings. Two
buildings in West Concord, two buildings in
Dodge Center and one in Claremont. Over
the years we have seen a number of changes
and grade configuration changes. While

many of these changes were difficult when
it came to closing schools, I do feel fortu-
nate to have the facilities that we currently
have, while having very low bond debt for
our existing structure. The current facility is
in great shape with all of the improvements
we have made over the past couple of years
and we also have plenty of room for
growth. Overall, our communities have
much to be proud of when it comes to our
Triton School District.
Please reach out to me with any questions

that you may have regarding our school dis-
trict. You can email me at
schlich@triton.k12.mn.us or you can call
me at 507-418-7530 to reach me at the dis-
trict office. I would be happy to set up a
time to meet with you or your organization.
I believe that communication is an impor-
tant aspect of my job responsibility, and I
welcome the opportunity to learn from your
perspective. GO COBRAS!

#WeAreTriton

(additional pictures on page 10)

cent conversation with some folks from the
community, they wanted to know why we
had a starting date of July of 1992 when we
had a graduation for Triton students in 1991
and 1992 prior to that date. That is because
in the fall of 1990 the three towns of Clare-
mont, Dodge Center and West Concord
began the consolidation process and had the
students from the three towns combined for
7th through 12th grade. The 7-9 students at-
tended the newly formed junior high school
in West Concord and the 10-12 students at-
tended the high school in Dodge Center. All
three of the towns had their own separate el-
ementary schools up to grade 6. There were
actually 4 school districts at that time. Each
town still had their own school district as well
as a fourth school district…Triton. It wasn’t
until July 1, 1992 that there was only one fis-
cal entity for the Triton School District that
represented all three of the communities.
During that time period, the records show

that there were 20 total school board mem-
bers that represented the districts from each
town but also worked together to create the
Triton School District. I know that many of

Triton Public Schools – established July
1, 1992. That is what you will see posted on
the walls in the school district office. It is
when Triton officially became the school
district for the communities of Claremont,
Dodge Center and West Concord. In a re-
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Public school high-stakes testing has been at the forefront for decades. Student achieve-
ment and school evaluation have gone through many changes with No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) and more recently with the, Every Student SucceedsAct (ESSA). Results from
high stakes testing and, in our case, the Minnesota ComprehensiveAssessments (MCAs)
are the most prominent and public measure of student achievement. These results are al-
ways significant, and we will use this information as one measure of student achieve-
ment. Although this data is vital, we also feel that student achievement and career
readiness should be defined by much more than a single test score on a single day.
We know that student success is based on many factors, and we are excited to be im-

plementing numerous practices and measures to monitor progress and improvement.We
know that all students learn in different ways and should be able to demonstrate that
they are prepared for a career and/or college in various ways.We have continued to look
for indicators that adequately measure student achievement that moves beyond simple
proficiency scores on High Stakes Tests. This is why Triton Public Schools is very ex-
cited to be joining Cohort 2 of Redefining Ready.
By joining Redefining Ready, we will be taking part in a national initiative that was

launched by theAASA (The School SuperintendentAssociation). Redefining Ready has
numerous research-based indicator areas that will help us more appropriately determine
if students are college, career, and life ready. Some of these indicators are (GPA, AP
courses, Algebra II passing rates, concurrent college credits, industry credentials, atten-
dance, community service hours, and participation in extra/co-curriculars). We feel this
updated measurement more accurately reflects the skills and knowledge needed to be
successful regardless of the student’s career choice or postsecondary education plans.
The Triton Redefining Ready Team has been working very hard to generate data in

line with the indicator areas. This Spring we will compile a School Report Card that
clearly states how many of our students are college and career ready based on the re-
search from the Redefining Ready Indicators. More importantly, we will now have the
benefit of using a research-based framework to help us focus on making sure all stu-
dents have the skills and knowledge to be successful after they leave our school.
We look forward to continuing to update the Triton Community on our Redefining

Ready progress. As always, we thank you for your support, partnership, and engage-
ment.

Sincerely,
Triton Principals
Kevin Krenz
Luke Lutterman
Shane Van Beek

Together #WeAreTriton

Principal's Corner

Kevin Krenz Luke Lutterman Shane Van Beek

TRITON CLASS OF 2023
2023

SPONSORED BY

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Ag Drainage
 Residential
 Excavation

 Municipal & Directional
 Drilling Serviceswww.hodgmandrainage.com

 507.528.2225

LIAM DOSTAL

Liam Dostal is a senior at Triton High 
 School.
 His parents are Jeremy and Onawa 

 Dostal.
 He has three sisters, Kayla, Miley and 

 Norah.
 Liam is active in BPA and theater as 

 well as soccer and will be in track and 
 field.
 After school he is active in Boy Scouts, 

 Fire and EMS explorers, and enjoys 
 hanging out with friends and playing 
 with his dog.
 His favorite band is Sum 41, his 

 favorite movie is “Catch Me If You Can” 
 and his favorite actor is Leonardo 
 DiCaprio.
 After graduation he plans to serve in 

 the National Guard and possibly attend 
 the College of St. Scholastica for
 social studies education.
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Triton Profile of Graduate
October 19th Award Recipients

November 14-18 is American Education Week and during the
week the NEA will be honoring these people who play a role in
the education journey.
Monday - Teachers, Students, Principals, Counselors
Tuesday - Families
Wednesday - Educational Support People, custodians, bus
drivers, Community Education, paraprofessionals, cafeteria
workers, administrative assistants, nurses, ETC.
Thursday - Community Supporters
Friday - Substitutes

American Education Week

ByMr. Schlicting
The Triton School District recognizes

students and staff members that exhibit
the characteristics of the Profile of a
Graduate every other month. This past
month in October, these individuals
from each grade were nominated by
teachers and recognized in a ceremony
before school. The focus for the cere-
mony that took place in October was on
the character traits of self-awareness
and integrity. It is a great way to cele-
brate the amazing things that our stu-
dents are doing. During the ceremony,
the teacher that nominated the student
calls the student up to the front of the
assembly and reads off the reason the
nominated the student for recognition.
At the end of the ceremony, staff mem-
bers are also recognized that display
these positive traits. This past month
we had three teachers that were nomi-
nated. Dana Asleson was nominated by
the elementary staff for her work in the
special education department. The
other two teachers that were nominated
were Patrick Floryance (who was also
just names the Triton Teacher of the
Year) and Kristen Tischer who are both
math teachers. Congratulations to this
month’s award winners.

#WeAreTriton
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Triton Counselor’s Corner

In the last several years, Triton Public Schools and our community members have come
up with qualities that we want every Triton student to embody in their everyday lives and
especially upon graduation. We call this the Triton Profile of a Graduate or the Cobra
Compass. There are 8 traits on this compass: self-awareness, integrity, critical thinking,
dependability, problem solving, resilience, work ethic and communication. As a school
counseling and social work team, we’d like to explain a little more about these traits and
how they can relate to mental health and/or social emotional learning. Our students are
learning about these characteristics each month as well.
November’s Profile of a Graduate focus is critical thinking. After our monthly lessons,

we hope that students will be able to understand that critical thinking requires us to ask
questions, analyze assumptions, interpret evidence, and evaluate data, to make judgments
about what we read, hear, say, or write. Being able to gather relevant information and
think through solutions and conclusions is not an easy task; it takes practice and patience.
However, building these critical thinking skills will foster your child’s ability to make
decisions and solve problems, as well as stimulate their curiosity and creativity.
As a parent there are some things you can do to support critical thinking at home. En-

courage them to ask questions and be a good listener. Challenge them to be open to new
ideas and teach them how to research and analyze that information. Debate everything!
By having a healthy debate with your child, you are essentially witnessing critical think-
ing in action. Our emotional, psychological, and social well-being is shaped by every ex-
perience we have. Thinking critically through these experiences will help us make
informed decisions that promote our mental health.

Ashlee Koll, TES Counselor
Tricia Johnson, TMS Social Worker
Christi Runnells, THS Counselor
Diane Meyer, TPS K-12 Counselor

Triton Middle School
Quarter 1
AHonor Roll

Triton Middle School Quarter 1
B Honor Roll

Congratulations to Triton Business Professionals of America members Wyatt Bendick-
son and Lydia Stanton for being elected to the 2023 Minnesota State Officer Executive
Team! Bendickson was elected MN State President, and Stanton was elected Vice Pres-
ident of Communications. Both will serve through the end of BPA’s National Leadership
Conference in April.

Triton Business Professionals of America
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Sixth Grader Field Trip to Fort Snelling and State Capitol
Submitted by Melanie Dobson
Triton 6th graders are learning about Minnesota history and government in their Social Stud-

ies class.A field trip to St. Paul on October 19 enriched what they have learned so far and gave
them a reference for lessons yet to come.
On a brisk Wednesday morning students learned from Fort Snelling guides who were sta-

tioned throughout the grounds. Students learned about ancient Native American tools dis-
covered at the site. They watched a blacksmith heat, pound, cut and create a nail. They saw
where the famous slaves Dred and Harriet Scott (Supreme Court Dred Scott decision) lived
at the fort’s hospital. Students explored the rooms of the nicer officer’s home, to the not so nice
soldiers’ quarters. They were instructed on how to march and watched the officer load and fire
his gun. And they learned of the hard work of washing clothes.
At the State Capitol, knowledgeable and entertaining guides talked about the workings of

government as the students were seated in the Minnesota Supreme Court Chambers and the
upper gallery of the Senate floor. Then all climbed the spiral staircase to the roof to get a close
up look at the golden horses.

A blacksmith at Fort Snelling shows Triton 6th graders how he makes a nail.

AState Capitol tour guide talks to students in the Minnesota Supreme Court chambers.

Ft. Snelling guide talks about the Dred Scott family. Their daughters lived through the
Civil War, WWI andWWII!

Triton 6th graders are given marching orders at Ft. Snelling on October 19.
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Triton Elementary Students Participating in STEM Activities
with Mrs. Bradford in the TES Media Center
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It’s been a busy fall for the Triton High School Student Council! Since we wrapped up Homecoming activities, we have completed our highway cleanup in West Concord, hosted a color
run to support NAMI, networked with other SE Minnesota student councils at the SED conference, and began collecting food for the Dodge County Food Shelf.
The 10th annual color run raised $700 to support NAMI in their efforts to support people with mental illness and to help break the stigma around mental illness. Thanks to those that came

out to participate – it was a great morning!
We kicked off the monthlong food drive at Triton High School with Trick-or-Canning in Dodge Center. THANK YOU to Dodge Center residents for their generosity - - several hundred

pounds of food were collected for the Dodge County Food Shelf. Now we’re having a schoolwide competition to see which class (or staff) brings in the most food over the month of No-
vember. If you are interested in contributing, feel free to drop off nonperishable food at the high school office.
We’ve got a great group of leaders that are making an impact – we’re looking forward to the rest of the year!! GO COBRAS!!

Triton Student Council Updates

Brylee Iverson Signs Her Letter of Intent to Play
Basketball at Southwest Minnesota State University

Isaac Gonzalez and Liam Schlichting
Lead the Cobras Onto the Field
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Triton Community Ed's Annual
Holiday Craft and Vendor Show

National Community Ed Day
National Community Ed Day was November 10th. Did you know that Triton Commu-

nity Ed proudly serves our community with the following services?

Early Childhood Family Education
-Early Childhood Screening- Family Literacy Programs-
-ECFE Classes- Family Events- Preschool-

Youth Enrichment
-Classes and events- Recreational Activities- Arts-
-STEM Classes- Family Activities-

Childcare
-Cobra Care (Ages 4 and 5)-
-Cobra Kids (Before and After School for K-5th)-

Adult Enrichment
-Classes- Events– Trips and Experiences-

Adult Basic Education
-Adult GED Test Prep- Adult English as a Second Language-

TRITON
COMMUNITY ED NEWS

507-418-7550

Educate·Inspire·Inform
Where The Adventure

Begins
Triton Community
Education

Saturday, December 10
10AM-2PM

Triton’s Main Cafeteria

Admission is FREE to the General Public!
Park in the Main Elementary Lot,

and enter through
the Main Elementary Doors # 5

Shop with local crafters and small business vendors for
their unique products!

Santa and his elves (Washington DC Fundraising Group) will be there to wrap gifts and
take pictures—plus many more holiday activities for the entire family!

Adult Craft At-Home Craft Kit
Wool Felt Ball Coasters (Set of 4)
Need a cozy place to set your warm

beverage? Make your own wool felt
ball coasters! You will have enough
materials to design and handmake a
set of 4 coasters. They can be used
for hot or cold beverages and will
protect your surfaces from condensa-
tion or heat damage. These adorable
projects make a great gift or simply a
beautiful addition to your own home
décor.
Each kit comes with all the materials necessary to complete 4 coasters.
Cost: $18
Deadline to order kits is January 10. We will notify you via email when your order is

fulfilled so that you can plans to pick it up or have it delivered.

Mini-Ceramic Santa Planters
Instructor: Kristy Faber

Grades 2-5
Make 2 Santa centerpieces— 1 for your holiday table and 1 for someone special! In this
class you will paint your own ceramic Santa planters. After you have
designed your own special holiday planters, we will add a little Christmas decoration to
each. You will be able to proudly display this work of art on your holiday table as well
as give one as a gift to someone special!
Limit 17 kids, first come first served.

Cost: $15

December 6
3:15-4:30PM
TESArt Room

Triton Community Ed
 Craft Class Offering

 Ceramic Santa Planters

 Please send complete forms and payment to Triton Community Ed  or go online to     
 https://triton.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/home/  

 Name:
Grade Teacher  

Parent Phone:

Parent Email:

Cost: $15

 UCARE/South Country Insurance discounts MAY apply.  If you have this insurance 
 please include a copy of the card with the  registration —UNLESS it is already on file 

 with Community Ed.  Registration not complete without insurance 
 information.  Call 507-418-7550 with questions-Thank you!

Rockin’Around the Christmas Tree
The Ives Theatre, Bloomington, MN

Get into the holiday groove with a rocking selection of some of the season’s best music
and favorites such as The Beach Boy’s “Little Saint Nick”, Mariah Carey’s “All I Want
for Christmas is You”, Celine Dion’s “O Holy Night” and the Eagles’ “Please Come
Home for Christmas”. Featuring fabulous vocalists and a band headed by Brian Pekol,
this holiday show promises to leave you feeling merry and bright! We will stop at the
Pizza Ranch on the way to the theatre. Lunch will be the individual’s responsibility.

YOU MUST REGISTER FOR THIS TRIP THROUGH TRITON COMMUNITY ED,
CALL USAT 507-418-7550

December 8

Cost: $66, includes coach bus ride and ticket to the show

Bus Departs Approx. Returns
Byron
Middle School Parking Lot 9:15AM 5:30PM

Kasson
KM Telecom Football Field Lot 9:30AM 5:15PM

Triton
NEW-- ACTIVITIES ENTRANCE 9:45AM 5PM

Holiday Magic Mega Craft Kit
Bring home this bag of fantastic holiday inspired fun. This mega pack
of crafts and activities will keep kids busy throughout the whole holi-
day season! Many of the projects would make great gifts for the special
people in their lives. Some activities will be designed for the child to do
own their own at home, but others may require some help from an older
sibling or family member. The kits will be delivered to the student’s
classroom to take home. If your child is not a Triton student, we will no-
tify you when the kit is ready to pick up. Limit 24 kits available, first
come first served.

Cost: $24/kit
Kit orders deadline is December 1st, and kits will be distributed the week of December 5.
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800 5th Avenue NW
 Kasson, MN 55944

 (507) 634-9500

By Jim Miller
Brought to You By

Top Financial Scams Targeting Seniors Today
 Dear Savvy Senior,

 What are the most common scams today that target elderly seniors? My 
 75-year-old mother has been swindled several times over the past year, so 
 I m being extra cautious.
 --Paranoid Patty
 Dear Patty,

 Great question! While many scams today are universal, there are certain types 
 of fraud that specifically target older adults or affects them disproportionately. 
 And unfortunately, these senior targeted scams are on the rise.

 According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), in 2021 there were 
 92,371 older victims of fraud resulting in $1.7 billion in losses. This was a 74 
 percent increase in losses compared to 2020.

 Here are five of the most common senior scams that were reported last year, 
 that both you and your mom should be aware of.

 Government imposter scams:  These are fraudulent telephone calls from 
 people claiming to be from the Internal Revenue Service, Social Security 
 Administration or Medicare. These scammers may falsely tell you that you have 
 unpaid taxes and threaten arrest or deportation if you don t pay up immediately. 
 Or they may say your Social Security or Medicare benefits are in danger of 
 being cut off if you don t provide personal identifying information. They may 
 even “spoof” your caller ID to make it look like the government is actually calling.

 Sweepstakes and lottery scams:  These scams may contact you by phone, 
 mail or email. They tell you that you ve won or have the potential to win a 
 jackpot. But you need to pay a fee, or cover taxes and processing fees to 
 receive your prize, perhaps by prepaid debit card, wire transfer, money order or 
 cash. Scammers may even impersonate well-known sweepstakes 
 organizations, like Publishers Clearing House, to fool you.

 Robocalls and phone scam: Robocalls take advantage of sophisticated, 
 automated phone technology to carry out a variety of scams on trusting older 
 adults who answer the phone. Some robocalls may claim that a warranty is 
 expiring on their car or electronic device, and payment is needed to renew it. 
 These scammers may also “spoof” the number to make the call look authentic.

 One common robocall is the “Can you hear me?” call. When the older person 
 says “yes,” the scammer records their voice and hangs up. The criminal then 
 has a voice signature to authorize unwanted charges on items like stolen credit 
 cards.

 Computer tech support scams:  Theses scams prey on senior s lack of 
 knowledge about computers and cybersecurity. A pop-up message or blank 
 screen usually appears on a computer or phone, telling you that your device is 
 compromised and needs fixing. When you call the support number for help, the 
 scammer may either request remote access to your computer and/or that you 
 pay a fee to have it repaired.

 Grandparent scam: The grandparent scam has been around for several 
 years now. A scammer will call and say something along the lines of: “Hi 
 Grandma, do you know who this is?” When the unsuspecting grandparent 
 guesses the name of the grandchild the scammer most sounds like, the 
 scammer has established a fake identity.

 The fake grandchild will then ask for money to solve some unexpected 
 financial problem (legal trouble, overdue rent, car repairs, etc.), to be paid via 
 gift cards or money transfers, which don t always require identification to collect.
 Other Scams

 Some other popular scams targeting older adults right now are romance 
 scams through social media and online dating sites, COVID-19 scams, 
 investment scams, Medicare and health insurance scams, and Internet and 
 email fraud.

 For more information on the different types senior scams to watch out for, 
 along with tips to help your mom protect herself, visit the National Council on 
 Aging website at NCOA.org, and type in “the top 5 financial scams targeting 
 older adults” in the search bar.

SUMMARYCOUNCILMINUTES
Monday, September 26, 2022

This published information is a summary of the full minutes of the September 26, Dodge
Center City Council meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for viewing at City
Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.
Present: Bill Ketchum, Gary Trelstad, Cathy Skogen, Paul Blaisdell, Matt Maas, Bryce

Lange, Tina Kozisek, Mark Barwald, Angie Jarrett, David Myrom, others.
The City Council approved the following items:
• Agenda, consent agenda, minutes, and accounts payable as presented;
• Paid On-Call Ambulance Hires;
• Triton Student Council Color Run Route;
• Dodge County Sheriff’s Office Contract;
• Gambling Premises Permit for Mantorville Restoration Society;
• EDABoard Member Appointment;
• Abatement of 308 3rd Ave. NW;
• Abatement of 108 1st Ave. SE;
• Removal of high priority ash trees on City property for $12,310.30;
• Amend TIF agreement between the City and Dodger 56 LLC to allow up to $1.2M in

eligible TIF reimbursements or 15 years, whichever comes first;
• Venom Softball to put a permanent softball fence on the southern softball/baseball di-

amond at North Park;
• Purchase of a leaf vacuum for $60,021;
• Begin advertising for an additional maintenance worker.
Meeting adjourned at 6:44 pm

SUMMARYCOUNCILMINUTES
Monday, October 10, 2022

This published information is a summary of the full minutes of the October 10, Dodge
Center City Council meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for viewing at City
Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.
Present: Bill Ketchum, Gary Trelstad, Cathy Skogen, Paul Blaisdell, Matt Maas, Bryce

Lange, Tina Kozisek, David Myrom, Daren Meier, Craig Britton, others.
The City Council approved the following items:
• Agenda, consent agenda, minutes, and accounts payable as presented;
• Paid On-Call Ambulance Hire;
• Resolution 2022-036, Ordering Improvement and Preparation of Plans;
• To give the home owner of 912 East Main Street until December 1, 2022 to remove

the home from the property;
• Proceed with an administrative warrant for 103 4th Ave. NE;
• Continue the removal of infested ash trees in 2022;
• Holiday-themed pots to be placed on the 8 corners of Main Street from November

through February;
• Living Water Assembly Church to use Lions Park to hand out popcorn and warm

drinks on October 31, 2022, and to place a port-a-potty there for the evening;
• Adding a proposed public ice rink at Grace Lutheran Church to the City’s insurance

and authorize City staff to develop a lease agreement between the City of Dodge Center
and Grace Lutheran Church;
• The Broadband Grant Agreement with KMTelecom;
• Cancel the City Council meeting scheduled for December 26 and hold a special meet-

ing if needed;
• Donating 2 family season passes for the Aquatic Center to Triton Post Prom.
Meeting adjourned at 7:21 pm

SUMMARYCOUNCILMINUTES
Monday, October 24, 2022

This published information is a summary of the full minutes of the October 24, Dodge
Center City Council meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for viewing at City
Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.
Present: Bill Ketchum, Gary Trelstad, Cathy Skogen, Matt Maas, Bryce Lange, Tina

Kozisek, Mark Barwald, Barb Gilliland others.
The City Council approved the following items:
Agenda, consent agenda, minutes, and accounts payable as presented;
Dodge Center Lions Club use of the community center December 10-17 for Santa

Anonymous gift sorting and distribution;
Accept the gift of historical items from those wishing to donate them and will work to-

wards finding a way to display them;
Quote from KLM Engineering for $22,810 and Slack Painting for $35,500, for a total

of $58,310, to perform proposed maintenance on Water Tower No. 2 in 2023;
Begin the process to issue a General Obligation Bond in the amount of $3M, for the

2023 Street Improvement Project, and to pay all costs beyond the $3M Bond with cash
from the Capital Improvement Fund;
The Dodge Center Lions Club to plant 2 cherry blossom trees in Lions Park.
Meeting adjourned at 6:25 pm
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By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:
Thanksgiving

The year was 2016. The place was
Springfield, MO.
This was the only time in my college

years that my older sister drove over from
St. Louis to visit me for Thanksgiving in-
stead of me going to her.
The year before that I went to her and

the next two years after that I also went to
her. But this one year she came to me be-
cause I had to work the Black Friday sale
the next day at the mall kiosk I worked at
that year… which is a story for another
time.
My sister drove over the morning of

Thanksgiving and I cooked that morning.
This was also the only year that anyone
has ever trusted me to do this 100% by
myself.
It was a fairly traditional Thanksgiving

meal for two. I am about 90% sure that I
made turkey breast, roasted vegetables,
and pumpkin spice cake.

For the record the food turned out pretty
well and was not where chaos ensued; that
came after dinner.
Now my family has had many odd

chaotic things happen on holidays. From
the wrong breaker in the fuse box getting
thrown and the oven with the Christmas
ham getting turned off to the sandwich in-
cident of 2003.
But this one even bluffed us.
After dinner we did the washing up, put

all of the dishes into the dishwasher- with
the intention to run it later- then got ready
to go for a walk in the park.
Right as we were about to walk out of my

apartment my sister pointed out that there’s
smoke coming from my dishwasher that is
not turned. So she opened the dishwasher
and the coil element at the bottom of it was
on fire.
So we threw baking soda on the start of

the dishwasher fire and turned off the
breaker that went to the dishwasher before
we went to the park.
Needless to say, later we had to wash all

the dishes by hand and I had to report the
whole thing to my university who owned
the apartment.
To this day we have no clue how the dish-

washer that was not even turned on caught
fire but it did. However, to this day it is the
one holiday mishap that I will never truly
be able to fully explain how it happened.

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
Campaign
Tennessee

Style

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor

and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

I first saw James Hart standing on the street
corner across from the courthouse in Dover,
when I stopped at the hardware store one day.
He was holding up a sign that said, “Bury the
Counter Culture, Not Our Children.” I was
intrigued and went to talk to him. He had a
couple different signs he was waving. People
drove by and honked and he would give them
a thumbs up.
James Hart first ran for Tennessee state rep-

resentative in 2004. He got 83% of the votes
as an Independent. His decision to run was
determined after his son became a drug ad-
dict and died. James ran on a platform to vote

against any legalization of drugs. He blamed
the counter culture for creating an environ-
ment that proliferates drug use in the youth.
In his words the counter culture has taught
kids that two plus two equals five and with
no absolutes they are a generation of chil-
dren with no clue as to right or wrong.
James Hart wanted to make a difference

and stop more parents from burying their
children from drug abuse deaths. After his
initial run for the Tennessee house as an In-
dependent in 2004, James was not successful
as the party affiliates would not support him
as a candidate. But that didn’t stop him from
campaigning. He is again on the ballot for
District 76 in the 2022 general election.
Over the years James Hart has taken some

opposition for his stands. On February 20th
of 2017 a white kid from Memphis attacked
James while he was standing on the street
corner in Paris, Tennessee. He was punched
repeatedly and knocked down and was saved
by pedestrians and motorists who stopped
and pulled his assailant off of him. It seems
the Caucasian male took offense to his sign
“Equal Rights for Whites”. This didn’t deter
the seventy-eight year old James, who now
stands on the street corner with a bullet proof
vest and a handgun under his coat.
While a few people fumed over his sign

about “Equal Rights for Whites” one of the
local predominately black Baptist churches
in Paris had a solution. They had some signs
made up and presented them to James with
their best wishes. The signs said “God Bless
America” and “Pray for America”. And that
is how the good people of Tennessee handle
differences with each other.
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!
News, Photos, Events...

Email your news to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: ANIMAL WORLD

ACROSS
1. Canned meat
5. Like low relief
8. First prime number
11. Itty bit
12. Deity, in Sanskrit
13. Adams of "Summer Of '69" fame
15. Wild plum in gin fizz
16. *Type of mountain goat
17. *Nest for an eagle
18. *Plant and animal lover
20. *Dapple animal mark
21. *Conform, according to Darwin
22. Battleship game success
23. Summer shoe
26. Famous Roman historian
30. Don McLean: "A long, long time ____..."
31. Diaphragm spasm
34. Reluctant
35. Whatchamacallit
37. "Days of ____ Lives" soap opera
38. Like Halloween
39. On a deck, perhaps
40. Assembly of all members
42. Card with single pip
43. Hindered
45. Unfortunate outcome
47. Business master
48. Soil for cultivation
50. Highlands hillside
52. *Host's unwelcome guest
55. Dough
56. Biblical birthright seller
57. Volcanic rock
59. Rainbow-producing device
60. *Badger's den
61. Newspaper piece
62. Hair controller
63. Miner's bounty
64. *Deer group

DOWN
1. Sib
2. Horseback rider's ball game
3. Minute bit
4. Dionysus' follower
5. Yardbird's jazz style
6. Deflect
7. Original home of the Saxons
8. Pro's opposite
9. Hang around
10. Bit of binary code
12. Festival of Lights
13. Fundamental
14. *Snake or lizard
19. Montana's neighbor
22. Accident
23. Long stories
24. To take in and feed livestock for payment
25. Like Curious George
26. Zig or zag
27. Synagogue scroll
28. Carthage's ancient neighbor
29. *First animal clone
32. *____-blooded, like a snake
33. Prompter's line
36. *Orca and elephant, but not crow or fish
38. Gives off
40. Princess tester?
41. Two dots above a letter
44. Letter-shaped girder
46. Civil War battle
48. Policeman's shocker
49. About to explode
50. Not the life of the party
51. Agitate
52. 100 centavos in Mexico
53. Measuring roll
54. "Happily ____ after"
55. Frugal driver's acronym
58. Put together
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As we welcome another Thanksgiving,
 we welcome the opportunity

 to thank our good friends and customers
 here in the community for their support and trust in us.

 BEST WISHES & HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Community




