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Announcements

• Dennison Community Market, Wednesdays, 6 pm in the city's park. New vendors
welcome, no fees.
• Meals on Wheels is available to anyone
age 60 and over who are wanting a prepared
hot, nutritious meal on a regular basis. Meals
are available Sunday through Friday, including holidays. The meals are prepared at
Kenyon Senior Living and volunteers deliver
them right to your home. Delivery is available
to anyone living in Kenyon city limits. The
cost per meal is $7.25. Volunteers provide you
with a meal card to use as payment for your
meals. Each meal card contains 12 meals, totaling a cost of $87.00. You pick which days
you would like to receive meals and can
change it at any time. Meals are typically delivered between 11:15 and 12:15.
For more information about the program
contact Barb St. John at 507-789-5553.
• Wednesday Wear, Nerstrand United
Methodist Church hours are Wednesdays 1
- 5 and Saturdays 9 - 12. Women's, men's
and children's clothing, shoes, accessories,
linens, toys and books. All things are free with
donations accepted. Come and see what we
have!
• Dennison Lions Club meets monthly.
During COVID-19, meeting times may vary.
• Dennison City Council meetings are held
the first Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m.
• The Nerstrand City Council meets the
second Tuesday of every month at 7p.m. at the
Nerstrand City Hall. Office hours are: Monday 8:30-11:00; Tuesday by appointment;
Wednesday 8:30-11:00; Thursday 5:00-7:00;
Friday by appointment. 507-332-8000.
• Warsaw Township Meeting is held the
2nd Monday of each month at the Warsaw
Township Hall. Meeting time is 6:00p.m.
• The Wheeling Township meeting will be
held on the second Monday of each month at
8:00p.m. at the Wheeling Township Hall.
Contact Rebecca Vergin, Township Clerk.

Dennison Days August 5 & 6, 2022
ing their Street Dance with DJ with DJ Justin
this year to kick off the celebration.
Saturday morning brings the Waffle Breakfast and the BBQ cook off. If you want to
participate in the BBQ cook off, just give
Steve a call or text at 612-968-9547, or e-mail
event schedule.
Check the website www.dennisondays.org him at kingpin1876@gmail.com.
City Wide Garage sales are also part of the
for any schedule updates. Mar Leas is hostdays events.Just look around for the signs.
Dads Waffle Breakfast returns and serves
Outdoor Worship in the Park
from 8 AM to 11 AM under the big tent on
Sunday, August 7th at 11:00 am main street hosted by The Dennison Church.
There will be an outdoor worship service at The Classic Car Show hosted by the Clutchthe Dennison Park on Sunday, August 7th at men Club will again be on main street across
11:00 am. It will be a potluck, so you are in- from the Fireside. Those interested in the Car
vited to bring a dish to share, lawn chair, eat- Show can also contact Steve King at 612ing utensils and water will be provided.
The Dennison Lions Club
will host Dennison Days
coming up August 5 & 6,
with many old favorites returning to the weekends

Get to Know
Pastor Gary Liker

Pastor Gary Liker

By Keely Keller
When you were five, did you know what
you wanted to be when you grew up? Me
either, but Pastor Gary Liker did. He knew
God was calling him to work in ministry,
and that’s exactly what he has done with his
life. Born and raised in Chetek, Wisconsin,
Gary went to college at Saint Scholastica
in Duluth before attending seminary at
Saint Paul School of Theology in Kansas
City, Missouri.
While Pastor Liker is new to Nerstrand
United Methodist Church and St. John’s
United Church of Christ, he is not new to
ministry. Gary has served in ten other
churches since completing seminary.

(continued on page 5)

968-9547.
Other activities include Euchre, which will
be at The Fireside Lounge this year, and the
Truck and Tractor Pull on on the north side
of town. The 5 K Run/Walk returns this year.
Participants can sign up after 7 AM on main
street and be a part of a fun activity to help
raise funds for the Dennison Community
Lutheran Church and their outreach programs. The race kicks off at 8.
For participating runners, a Free Waffle
Breakfast is included that you may enjoy before or after the run.

(continued on page 5)

Dundas Dukes to
Host 2022 Baseball
Tournaments

The Minnesota Baseball Association and
the Dundas Dukes announced they will
be hosting the State
Class B and Class C
tournaments in Dundas, Faribault and Miesville.
Tournaments will be held on three weekends
starting August 19-21, August 26-28, and
September 2-5, 2022. The Class B title game
will be played at Dundas on September 5, and
the Class C title game will be played at Faribaults Bell Field on September 5.
The Class B tournament will have games
taking place in Miesville and Dundas with 16
teams playing in the tournament.
(continued on page 5)
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and majesty- we acknowledge that He is
able to take care of the world and all of His
people here as well. We are not without resource, we are not alone, He is with us. He
has a plan for us. When we KNOW Jesus we
can know Hope in the future.
The lion of the tribe of Judah is worthyJesus has triumphed over the grave! There
was no one found worthy- but the Lion of
Judah, the Lamb of God and He is worthy!
A lamb that looked as if it had been slainbut it is alive. Jesus paid the price, and the
sacrifice has been satisfied. Now he appears
alive as one that had been slain- the marks of
the crucifixion remain, yet He is alive
forevermore!!!
John wants us to see recognize that Jesus is
supremely powerful, all knowing and the He
has won the victory over sin and death by
His death of the cross and resurrection 3
days later! Jesus is all powerful, and He
willingly gave His ALL for us.
There is a perfect harmony between Jesus
and His Father that is threaded throughout
the entire book of Revelations. As Jesus
took the book there is an outpouring of worship- celebrating-The 24 elders fall down
before Him. The prayers of the saints are
presented to Him, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders are worshiping and singing a new song; Vs
9-10 “You are worthy to take the scroll and
to open its seals, because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased for God
persons from every tribe and language and
people and nation. 10 You have made them
to be a kingdom and priests to serve our

God, and they will reign on the earth.”
This is a new song, the old was one of the
laws and of sacrifice. No other song would
fit- so John calls it a new song- one he had
never heard or experienced before. “You are
worthy.” Only Jesus fit the bill. He alone is
worthy. He is God’s one and only Son- sent
to be 100% man and 100% God living
among humankind on earth. He is the only
one who never sinned- lived a life totally
and completely committed to God His Father. Jesus willingly laid His life down for
the sins of all people of all time forever! He
alone could be our redemption. He alone is
worthy of all our praise. He alone is God’s
Son and victorious Lion of Judah and Victorious Lamb of God! Every sinner , from
every tribe and language and people and nation, has been purchased by the blood of
Jesus for God. We are purchased so that we
may belong to God.
When we are followers of Jesus Christ we
are chosen. We don’t have to go through the
ancient priests any longer- we can approach
the presence of God through prayer whenever we desire. When Jesus died on the
cross he took down the barrier and opened
wide the holy of holies so that anyone who
believes in Jesus Christ as their Savior and
Lord has access. Jesus is our mediator. We
can go to him anytime and He will hear us
and will answer.
When Jesus returns as the Lamb of God it
matters what we know about Him. It matters if we believe He is who He says He is.
It matters if we know Him now or only
when it will be too late. What do you believe
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The Leader
of the Pack
Rev, 4:8-11, 5:6-10
Who’s your favorite racer? Could be
Nascar, Indy, Kentucky Derby, cross country,
or in our area: Motor Cross. Adoring fans
spend money and time obtaining information,
photos, and tidbits about their favorite stars.
They form “Fan clubs’ and spend time watching them, going to the races, cheering them
on- even betting on them. After poring over
the material and resources to ‘get to know’
the racer; fans feel as if they really know their
heroes. But do they? Do we really know our
heroes? Oftentimes we can be disappointedthey aren’t the people we had hoped they
would be.
There is one ‘hero’ that is supreme and over
all and He will never disappoint us. Jesus is
His name. When you know Jesus, you know
hope. The people in our lives may change,
they may disappoint, but we can know Jesus
and then we’ll know true hope!
The world that the apostle John was living
in was evil- there was prejudice, persecution,
and wars and hatred. For us too, we live in a
world that is far, far, from perfect- and filled
with all kinds of evil and deprivation. That’s
why the picture in Revelations 4 is so powerful that John shares with us. The experience is
very similar to Isaiah’s and so is the song that
was being sung. They sang, ‘Holy, Holy,
Holy’. This song sets Jesus apart from all
other gods- being holy means being set apart.
It also means pure and powerful. It’s not evil
that has all the power but God in His holiness- that power is over all other power. That
power is omnipotent and forever! We can
trust in His power and justice now and forever. Because of his holiness and justice, we
can have hope in the future- no matter what
happens in the world around us.
The living creatures around the throne give
recognition to Jesus- they knew Him, the one
that was and is and is to come- He is the eternal One. Because they knew Him, they
bowed down and laid their crowns at His feet.
They acknowledged his sovereignty and authority. Jesus is worthy of all their praise. He
is worthy of your and my praise too. When
we acknowledge His authority and His power

LUTHERAN
Dennison/Vang Lutheran Parish
P.O. Box 117, Dennison, MN • 507-645-6042
Website: www.dennisonvang.org
Email: dennisonvangoffice@gmail.com
Pastor Paul A. Graham
Worship Times
Sunday, Aug. 7:
(Outdoor service at Dennison Park at 11:00 AM)
Sunday, Aug 14: Vang – 9:00 AM
Sunday, Aug 21: Vang – 9:00 AM
Sunday, Aug 28: Vang – 9:00 AM
Gol Lutheran Marv Kormann, Pastor
Marv Kormann, Pastor • 507-789-6311
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Grace Lutheran, Nerstrand
Mike Ahrens S.A.M.
Service 9 a.m.; Coffee Hour 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Emmanuel Lutheran
9:00a.m. Sunday School
10:00a.m. Coffee Time 10:30a.m. Worship Service

Mainstreet Publishing
P.O. Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018
Phone 507-645-9877
Fax 507-645-9878
www.dennisonmn.com
www.nerstrandmn.com

Published in cooperation with Mainstreet Publishing.
© 2022, Mainstreet Messenger.
All rights reserved.

For advertising information email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
or call Terry at 507-951-7471

Hegre Lutheran
Pastor Chris Brekke
Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.
Moland Lutheran
Nancy Edwardson, Pastor • 10:30 a.m. worship
First Ev. Lutheran
Luther Mathsen, Pastor
Sunday 9:00 a.m. worship
Wangen Prairie Lutheran Church LCMC
Shannon Bauer, Pastor
24289 Cty. 24 Blvd., Cannon Falls
Sunday Worship at 9:00a.m. followed by fellowship.
Thursday Bible Study at 9:00a.m.

E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
to the Mainstreet Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
Smells Beautiful

“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are
you bothering her? She has done a beautiful
thing to me.”
— Mark 14:6
After Jesus died, his body was supposed to
be anointed. That was the custom with dead
bodies, to honor the deceased and help keep
away the smell of decay. But when a group of
women came to anoint Jesus’ body in the
tomb (Mark 16), they could not find it! Jesus
had risen from the dead.
This helps to explain an important detail in
our reading for today. A few days before Jesus
died, a woman anointed him at a dinner
gathering using expensive perfume. Some of
the guests were offended at the waste, but
Jesus was not. He said, “She poured perfume
on my body beforehand to prepare for my
burial” (v. 8). Even if the woman didn’t know
it then, her act of honor and devotion hinted
at the resurrection; she was anointing Jesus
because he wouldn’t be anointed later.
Jesus said that what she did was beautiful.
Any action that points to the resurrection of
Jesus is beautiful. When we preach about the
resurrection today, it is beautiful. When a
hospice nurse gives tender care to a dying
person, it is beautiful. When we raise children
to live with courage in a world of fear, it is
beautiful. When we are willing to give up
trying to control things that we can’t control,
even though it makes us afraid of our limits, it
is beautiful. Jesus rose from the dead, and
celebrating that fact is a beautiful way to live.
Risen Lord Jesus, we praise you for your
victory over death. We praise you that as the
anointed King, you would die and rise again
to give us new life. Amen.
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about Jesus and who He is?
We make the decision to believe Jesus in
our hearts and our heads. It isn’t enough to
only say we believe or to show up to church
or to Sunday school. Our belief in who Jesus
is will show up every day- each hour. Are we
loving, trusting, open and caring? Does God
get first place every morning? Are we only
Christians on Sunday morning? If we don’t
have who Jesus is settled in our hearts we
will be lost on the day of judgement. Without
Jesus there is no hope, there is no future. He
has full control. He sees all and He is allpowerful. We can trust him with our future.
We can trust Him with the future of our
world. Jesus is the Lamb of God. To Know
Jesus is to Know Hope Now!

Traxler Law
PLLC
traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS
• Wills, Trusts, & Estates
• Farm and Business
Transition Planning
• General Practice
• Probate
4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

METHODIST
Nerstrand United Methodist
Gary Liker, Pastor
507-330-0025
Worship 9:00a.m.

Stanton United Methodist
Rev. Gary Liker
Worship 10:15a.m.
Church Phone 507-263-4063

ST. JOHNS UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
(Wheeling Township) 19086 Jacobs Ave., Faribault
Gary Liker, Pastor • 507-330-0025
www.stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info
Sunday School 9:30a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

NEW LIFE CHURCH
Patrick McBride, Pastor
525 Beverly St., Wanamingo
9:00a.m. Sunday School for all ages;
10:00a.m. Worship Service
7:00p.m. Small Group Bible Studies - Sun.

HOLDEN-DALE PARISH
Heather Culuris, Pastor
Sunday 9:00 a.m. worship at Holden;
11:00 a.m. worship at Dale

Carol Mae (Olsen) Remme
July, 2022

Carol Mae (Olsen) Remme, 80, of Dennison, died Friday,
June 24, 2022 at her
home with her family
by her side.
She was born May
1, 1942 in Ruthton,
Minnesota to Albert
and Valborg (Christansen) Olsen, one of
five children. She
was baptized and
confirmed in Ruthton and graduated in 1959
from Ruthton High School. She continued her
education at the Minneapolis Business College graduating in 1960 with a degree in Private Secretarial and Finishing Degree. Shortly
after graduating she met Marlo Remme at the
Prom Ballroom. They were married on August 10th, 1963 in Ruthton for 49 years until
Marlo’s passing. They had two sons and one
daughter. Carol and Marlo spent time together
at tractor pulls, threshing shows, Model T
tours and sporting events for their children.
Carol worked at various jobs at First National
Bank, 3M, and Sheldahl, bookkeeping for her
family and was very hard working.
Carol was known for her love of her family
and mostly her precious grandchildren. She
loved tending to her gardens, enjoyed cooking and puzzles and playing accordion. She
loved spending time with her family and
friends.
Carol was a very loving and devoted wife,
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother.
She will be deeply missed by all. Carol took
great care of Marlo and her brother-in-law Albert Remme in their final years with deep devotion.
She is survived by her sons, David Remme
of Dennison, Dennis (Pam Freeman of Henderson) Remme of Dennison; daughter, Dawn
(and Greg) Huisman of Ellsworth; grandchildren, Dalton (Brooke) Huisman of Adrian,
Alexa (Shadrach) Wacker of Jackson, Hayden
Remme of Northfield; great-grandchildren,
Ryder Huisman Booker Wacker; sisters, Betty
Vos of Ruthton, Alice (Dan) Mikel of West St.
Paul, Helen (and Gary) Jorgensen of Arco,
Nancy Greenfield of Balaton.
She was preceded in death by her husband
Marlo Remme; and her parents Albert and
Valborg Olsen; brothers-in-law, Melvin Vos,
Kenneth Greenfield, Albert Remme; sister-in-

Lab Puppies for Sale
AKC Registered Purebred Labrador Retrievers
Vaccinated, dew claws removed, wormed,
vet checked

Milliken Creek Labs
507-951-7417

For current pictures and video on Facebook
@ Milliken Creek Labs

Obituaries

John “Jim” Trebelhorn

- MAINSTREET MESSENGER -

law, Evelyn Remme
Funeral services were held on Thursday,
June 30th, 2022, at 11AM, at Vang Lutheran
Church 3060 Cty 49 Blvd. Dennison, with a
visitation one-hour prior. Pastor Grant
Aaseng officiated. Interment was in the Vang
Lutheran Church Cemetery in Dennison. Memorials are preferred to Vang Lutheran
Cemetery or Vang Lutheran Church.

Steven Ludwig Twiehoff

Steven Ludwig Twiehoff, age 69, passed
away in Gilbert, AZ
on June 21, 2022,
peacefully with family at his beside.
Steve has been dealing with cancer for
four years and put up
a courageous battle.
He was born on
April 20, 1953, in
Faribault. Parents
were George and Mavis (Johnson) Twiehoff.
He graduated in 1971 from Faribault Senior
High. Received his Horticulture degree from
the U of M in Waseca.
As a family, Twiehoff Gardens was started
in 1964. It started as a roadside stand in front
of the family home selling pumpkins and
squash. After graduating in 1973, Twiehoff
Gardens and Nursery was developed. Steve
ran Twiehoff Gardens and Nursery until retiring in 2020 after selling to Matt Thomas
who continues to keep up with the tradition
of farm to table vegetables. The family enjoyed serving the community by allowing
them to buy local fresh vegetables and plants.
Steve really enjoyed visiting with the customers and their families year after year. He
was dedicated to his loyal employees and always giving back to the community when he
was able. In the short off season, Steve spent
his time in Mesa, AZ playing cards, swimming, visiting with his nieces and relatives.
He really loved being at the family cabin on
Mille Lacs Lake in the summers.
He will be dearly missed by his family,
friends, and loyal customers. He is survived
by his sister, Ann (Steven) Bicknase of Mesa,
AZ; brother, Randy (Karen) Twiehoff of
Faribault; two nieces Suzanne and Stephanie
Bicknase of Gilbert, AZ and numerous
cousins, aunts, and uncles.
Steve was preceded in death by his parents,
George and Mavis Twiehoff.
Visitation was Wednesday, July 6, 2022,
from 2:00-7:00 pm at Boldt Funeral Home,
Faribault. A memorial service was held
Thursday, July 7, 2022, at 11:00 am at the 4th
Avenue United Methodist Church, Faribault,
with visitation one hour prior to the service.
Livestreaming was available on the church’s
website. Interment was at Maple Lawn
Cemetery. Wearing of masks were encouraged, but optional.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be given
in Steven’s name to 4th Avenue UMC, Relay
for Life (American Cancer Society), or Episcopal Church “Community Café” free meal
program of Faribault.

John “Jim” Trebelhorn, 83, of Nerstrand,
passed away unexpectedly from natural
causes
on
Saturday, July 9,
2022, while taking
his motorcycle certification class at
Faribault
Harley
Davidson.
John James Trebelhorn Jr. was born
May 8, 1939, in Winthrop, MN to John Sr.
and Erna (Bauer) Trebelhorn. They moved to
Felton, MN when Jim was in 3rd grade
where he graduated from Felton High
School. He attended the University of Minnesota for one year and then attended McConnell Airline School in Minneapolis. Jim
married Sandra “Sandy” Carlson on September 30, 1961. Jim farmed with his dad until
he was hired as a ground attendant with
Braniff Airlines. Jim started with North Central Airlines as a Pilot in 1966 and they
moved to Northfield in 1967 where they
eventually settled on the farm in Nerstrand in
1972. Jim retired from Northwest Airlines in
May of 1999.
A man with many talents and passions, he
always had a hobby he was working on. He
enjoyed spending time at their Crosslake
cabin that they purchased in 1988, gardening,
playing accordion, restoring Minneapolis
Moline tractors, trips to Arkansas, and eating
homemade ice cream. A lover of music, most
recently a member of the Rochester Area Accordion Band, he also played in several bluegrass bands over the years. He had a love for
anything with an engine, most recently his
Harley Davidson motorcycles.
There was no shortage of passion and will
in Jim. He was a man of his word with a
quick wit and sharp mind. He loved his family fiercely and showed patience and strength
in everything he did with them. Jim was
strong-willed and determined, always a protector and a provider. His grandkids and
great-grandkids were incredibly special to
Jim and he always made time for them individually. Jim enjoyed making the kids whip
around the lake on the tube behind his Cobalt
boat. Jim was a steady, strong, and gentle
man who loved all types of animals and his
farmland. He actively farmed and maintained
his large gardens until the day he passed.
Jim is survived by his loving wife, Sandy;
children, Randy of Northfield, Scott (Kim)
of Northfield, Brian (Chris) of Northfield;
grandchildren, Maegen (Josh) Storm, Brendon (Caitlin) Trebelhorn, Chelsea (Scott)
Bischoff, Cole (Case) Trebelhorn, Maxine
(Jason) Trebelhorn, and Nick Trebelhorn;
great-grandchildren, Brody, Carter, Hudson,
Beckham, William, Wyatt, Tove, Aidan, and
soon to be born, Ellie and Maddox. He was
preceded in death by his parents and daughter-in-law, Diana.
Visitation was from 4-7 PM, Wednesday,
July 13, 2022, at Bierman Funeral Home,
Northfield. Funeral services were at 10:30
AM, Thursday, July 14, 2022, at Trinity
Lutheran Church, Faribault. A private committal service followed by interment was at
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Valley Grove Cemetery, Nerstrand.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred
to St Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital,
www.stjude.org or the National Rifle Association, home.nra.org.
Arrangements are with Bierman Funeral
Home & Crematory, Northfield. www.biermanfuneralhome.com

Rochelle “Shelly” Donkers

Rochelle “Shelly” Donkers, age 84, of Nerstrand, MN, passed
away Monday, July
18, 2022, at the
Benedictine Living
Community
in
Northfield, MN.
Rochelle
Diane
was born on June 29,
1938, in Faribault,
MN, to Edward and
Adelaide (Pederson)
Bergevin. She graduated from Bethlehem
Academy High School with the class of
1956. She worked as a telephone operator
for Northwestern Bell in Faribault and later
did clerical work for Northwestern Bell in
Rochester. Shelly was united in marriage to
Wilfred G. Donkers on July 6, 1963, at the
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in
Faribault. Wilfred and Shelly had five children: Anne Marie, Steven James, John
David, Christopher Todd, and Laura Anne.
They lived in Shakopee before renting a farm
in Chaska. In 1970 the couple decided to
move their family to rural Nerstrand where
they bought a farm. Shelly and Wilfred
milked prized Holsteins and raised sheep and
pigs. They lived on the farm for the rest of
their lives. After selling their cattle and
equipment, they settled into retirement and
spent time with their family and traveled.
Shelly loved to read books, write in her journal, and loved animals, especially her dogs.
She greatly enjoyed being around children
and loved being a mother. Shelly took great
pride in raising her family and was a tremendous mother.
Shelly is survived by her children, Anne
and Gary Haynes and their son, Jakob Wolff;
John and Nancy (Herda) Donkers and their
children, Sammi and Kendra, and John’s
sons, Justin and Andrew; Chris and Anne
(Paquette) Donkers and their children,
Alexander, Amanda, and Christina; and
Laura and Darin Schuster; her 8 grandchildren; her 13 great grandchildren; her siblings,
Bill (Mary Kay) Bergevin, David Bergevin,
Jacqueline (Bob) Delaske, and Mary (Bruce)
Perron; and many other relatives and friends.
She was preceded in death by her husband,
Wilfred; her son, Steve James; her parents,
Edward and Adelaide; and her sister, Barbara
Bergevin Walstedter.
Memorial services were held on Tuesday,
July 26, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. at the Parker
Kohl Funeral Home, 1725 Lyndale Ave. N.,
Faribault,. Bernadette Tatge, pastoral minister of Divine Mercy Catholic Church, officiated. Interment was at the Calvary Cemetery
in Faribault.
Visitation was held at the funeral home on
Monday from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. and on Tuesday for one hour prior to the services.

Neighbors
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nology field while her husband was working
as a wildlife biologist. They lived in small
communities all over Colorado, Wyoming
and Montana before she pursued her interest
in textiles and opened her brick & mortar
store in Bozeman, MT. She did a lot of teaching when visitors from Yellowstone Park
came in to see what it was she sold.
Her husband was the one who set up her
original online presence and wrote the code
that allowed her to start a “mail order business.” She still uses both a server and a personal cell phone number from her old
stompin’ grounds in Montana so customers
from her original store can find her.
When she isn’t in the store, she’s traveling,
writing or lecturing all over the country. At
75, she doesn’t appear to be slowing down a
bit. While I was in the store, she was waiting
on a group of three ladies who peppered her
with questions and shared stories about their
recent quilting projects. She was also waiting for a call from her “young tech guy” who
helps her keep her online customers happy
with a smooth ordering process.
Margo casually mentioned that the first
movie she ever worked on was, “A River
Runs Through It.” She’s currently helping
the costumer on a movie with a big-name
star we all know and love, but she wouldn’t
let me write about him.
Margo also told me she has purchased fabric from all over the world during her retail
adventures, but she was most excited to tell
me about having designed 23 lines of textiles
for big companies as well as manufacturing
three of her own cotton fabric lines.
She is the proud owner of nine antique fab-

ric sample books that are her prized possessions. Three of these books feature American fabrics from the 20th century and the
others are French fabrics from the 19th century. In this day and age, she can work with
a fabric stylist who is technically astute in
preparing images for digital printing. This
gives her a level of detail that wasn’t available when the fabrics were original produced.
South Korea is where most of the fabrics
are created and usually are printed in quantities of 3,000 to 5,000 yards at a time. It can
take anywhere up to 18 months from the
original design to receipt of the actual bolt of
fabric. Due to advances in printing and technology in general, she can now produce
smaller batches and multiple colors in the
United States and have much more control
over the end product.
If you want to learn about the French wallpaper hanger who is credited with creating
the ombre effect or what women wore after
their initial black silk mourning clothes during the Civil War, I recommend you stop by
and chat with Margo. Reproduction Fabrics
has samples of quilt pieces and period clothing and Margo would love to share her passion with you. Stop in!
Reproduction Fabrics
105 E Fourth Street
Suite 205
Northfield, MN 55057
(507) 664-1447
www.reproductionfabrics.com
staff@reproductionfabrics.com
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Exploring
History with
Textiles
By Mary Closner

The extent of my knowledge about fabric
and sewing is the fact that I’ve heard the
terms “Warp” and “Weft.” I don’t know what
they mean, but I have heard of them.
Oh, and I did sew part of an apron in Home
Economics class in middle school, so I guess
that counts.
Well, imagine my delight in chatting with a
textile historian with 40-years-experience,
Margo Krager of Reproduction Fabrics. This
gal knows her stuff!
Margo owns a bright, cheery and beautifully organized store located above the downtown branch of Merchant’s Bank (formerly
First National Bank) in Northfield, MN. She
specializes in cotton fabrics from the time period 1775 - 1950. She has a very specific and
unique niche in the textile industry.
If you have questions about what folks were
wearing during the Civil War or the Great Depression, Margo has you covered. She’s been
in business for eight years in her current location. Prior to Covid, half of her clients were
costume designers for movies/theater/tv/reenactors and the other half were quilters. Now
that the entertainment industry is back alive,
she’s scrambling to accommodate her costumers and online clients all over the globe.
Margo spent 15 years in the medical tech-
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BBQ

Margo Krager and some customers at her
store

DENNISON SELF-STORAGE
Safe
Secure
Affordable

507-403-0033
dennisonstorage@gmail.com

Procee
ds
B e n e f it
it
Local
L io
ions C
lub
lu
A c t iv
i v it
i t ie
ies!

t

$

1s
Prize

500!

Remember to Get Your

Raffle Tickets!
$
5.00

CONTEST

Dennison Days Raffle Saturday, August 6

CHICKEN • PORK RIBS

2nd Prize - $200.00 Cash • 3rd Prize - $100.00 Cash

CATEGORIES

Prizes for 1st and 2nd
and Each Category!
People’s Choice in Ribs!
Prize money to be determined by team count.
100% payout of entry fees. Space is limited.

Meat will NOT be provided. Electricity/water NOT provided.

CONTACT STEVE KING TO REGISTER
Kingpin1876@gmail.com or 612-968-9547

each

1st Prize - $500.00 Cash
4th Prize - $50.00 Cash • 5th Prize - $50.00 Cash
AVAILABLE AT HERITAGE BANK, DENNISON
DENNISON DEPOT - MARLEA’S BAR & GRILL
FIRESIDE LOUNGE & SUPPER CLUB
(OR ANY LIONS CLUB MEMBER)

Raffle Drawing held at 9p.m. at the Fireside Lounge. Need not be present to win.
Winner is responsible for any taxes or fees. Complete list of additional prizes available upon request.
SPONSORED BY DENNISON LIONS CLUB CHARITABLE GAMBLING PERMIT #2762.
MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER.

Community
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54th Annual
Randolph
Hampton
Chicken BBQ and
Street Dance

The 54th Annual Randolph Hampton
Chicken BBQ and Street Dance will be hel
Saturday August 20, 2022 in Randolph. The
Annual Fund Raising event will se serving

from 3 PM - 8 PM with the Street Dance
from 8 PM - Midnight. Chad Johnson and
the MN T's will perform Live.
In 2001, the CIty of Randolph and the City
of Hampton combined their volunteer fire
departments into what is now the RandolphHampton Fire District. With a roster of 32
Volunteer Firefighters, the department provides fire and rescue service to the cities of
Hampton and Randolph as well as parts of
seven rural townships covering 70 square
miles.
Watch the website and facebook page for
updates.

Get to Know Pastor Gary Liker

(continued from page 1)

He’s worked in Roseau, Ellendale, Geneva,
Barnum, Minneapolis, Bloomington, Pequot
Lakes, Stanton, and finally Cannon Falls. Pastor Liker has followed God’s calling all over
our great state of Minnesota.
With years of education behind him including a double major in Youth Ministry and Religious Studies, Gary’s goal as a pastor is to
lead people to God and to bring God to
whomever he can throughout the communities he serves. His favorite scripture is 1
Corinthians, Chapter 13, known as the love
chapter. Gary shared, “In our troubled and
chaotic world, we need to focus on love instead of hate and this chapter in 1 Corinthians
shows us a way to do that. We all need love in
our lives.”
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seek-

ing, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record
of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
(New International Version Bible, 2011, 1
Cor. 13:4-7)
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope
and love. But the greatest of these is love.
(New International Version Bible, 2011, 1
Cor. 13:13)
Pastor Liker enjoys his work, but he also
loves spending time with his family including his grandsons. He enjoys traveling, cooking, and golf (regular and mini). Gary has
also been known to dress up as Batman for
Halloween.
If you’d like to meet Pastor Gary, you can
attend service at Nerstrand UMC at 9:00 AM
or St. John’s UCC at 10:30 AM on Sunday
mornings. He hopes to see you there.
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taling over 12,000.
The Dundas Dukes have won 5 Class B
State Titles, in 1982, 1988, 1998, 1999 and
2015, and has been runner-up 8 times in
years 1975, 1980,1981,1996,2003, 2008,
2010 and 2019.
The Dukes are also looking for volunteers
to help with the tournaments. If you are interested, please reach out to Mike Ludwig
at 612-203-7463 or find more information
at their website, www.dundasdukes.com

Dundas Dukes to Host 2022 Baseball Tournaments

(continued from page 1)

The Class C tournament will have games
at all three sites, with the finals being
played in Faribault.
Mike Ludwig , co-manager of The Dukes,
stated they expect crowds of over 500 for
most of the games, and 8000-12000 people
attending over the three weekends.
This will be the second time Dundas has
been a host for the state tournament. Dundas and Northfield hosted the tournament
in 2003 with attendance for those games to-

Dennison Days August 5 & 6, 2022

(continued from page 1)

The Cannon Falls Lions Food Stand will
be on main street to keep you filled up with
your favorite summer "fair" food. The
Cow Milking Contest is at 10 AM, with the
Dairy Princeses scheduled to join in, and
this years special guests will be announced
soon. MarLeas will host a bags tournament,
and Kids Bingo will begin about 11 under
the big tent. The kids pedal pull was unable
to happen this year due to the passing of the
pedal pull operator, and scheduling conflicts for a replacement. The Lions Club
hopes to find an replacement operator for
2023.
The Dennison Days Parade is at 1:30 PM,
with a $100 Prize for Best Float.
Afternoon events include
POWER TOOL and DESIGNER PURSE

Bingo under the big
top at 2:30 PM, and
Minute to WIn It returns to the stage at 5
PM/
Again this year is
2021 BBQ Cook
FREE
EVENING Off was a success
on Main Street
ENTERTAINMENT
under the Mainstreet
tent, with the return of the Variety Band
DRIVER 5 taking the stage.
Remember to get your Raffle Tickets as
well for your chance at the $500.00 Grand
Prize. Tickets Available at
Heritage Bank, Dennison Depot, Fireside
Lounge, MarLeas, or any Lions Club
Member
Watch www.dennisondays.org for updates.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Dodworth Saxhorn Band
Vintage Band Festival

Nerstrand Park
Grace Lutheran Church, Rain Site
Thursday, July 28, 7:30pm

It’s a LUAU
Grace Lutheran Church
Nerstrand
5 and Under - Free
6 to 12 - $10.00
13 and Up - $20.00

TTICKETS
ICKETS
A
AVAILABLE
VAILABLE A
ATT
P
PARKSIDE
ARKSIDE G
GAS
AS
& GROCERY
GROCERY
G
GRACE
R A C E LLUTHERAN
UTHERAN
CHURCH CHURCH
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SEE
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O
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R JJILL
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The Dodworth Saxband is modeled after the Dodworth Band of New York City, which
was the premier brass band in the United States from the 1840s to the 1890s. In
keeping with its living history origins, the DSB uses only brass and percussion
instruments that were built in the 1800s. The band performs period 19th century
music and arrangements.
Vintagebandfestival.org

SMIF
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that we offer to help communities in the region thrive.
Our staff are often out on the road meeting
with clients, hosting trainings and visiting
with partners. However, we do not get very
many opportunities to bring people from all
three of our program areas – Early Childhood, Economic Development and Community Vitality – together. The Sprout events did
just that. Similar to a Business After Hours,
these events were primarily about networking, forging new connections and doing what
we do best – collaborating for regional vitality.
Not only were people from all backgrounds
able to come together in one location to make
important connections, but we also had a
short program at each Sprout event during
which several of our partners shared their stories of how working with SMIF has impacted
their communities.
Betty Uehling, director of Early Childhood
and Family Education programs at New Ulm
Public Schools, was one of several Early
Childhood professionals who shared how receiving free books has contributed to early
literacy amongst young children in the district. She also shared how important it has
been for her staff to attend trainings about
building social emotional development skills
for children which set them up for success in
school and in life.
Our economic development partners spoke
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Making
Connections for
Lasting
Partnerships

Tim Penny
So. MN Initiative Foundation

Throughout the month of June I had the
pleasure of visiting with folks from across
Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation’s
(SMIF) 20-county region during our Sprout
events. These events, which were held in
New Ulm, Dundas and Winona, were an opportunity to directly share SMIF’s resources
and stories so that more people can take advantage of the funding and support services

DENNISON DAYS
BUTTONS
August 5 & 6, 2022
$

2.00

Prizes donated by local businesses.
Proceeds from the button sales
go to the Dennison Lions Club.

Need not be present to win.

Winning numbers will be posted
at local businesses.
Unclaimed prizes will be redrawn each week
for 4 weeks.

Keep your buttons!
DENNISON LIONS CLUB CHARITABLE GAMBLING PERMIT #2762

about the support they have received, and
programs they have partnered with SMIF on,
to support economic growth in the region. Fatima Said, executive director of Project FINE,
a Winona-based nonprofit that helps new immigrants integrate into life in Minnesota,
spoke about creating pathways to prosperity
for entrepreneurs through support from
SMIF.
We also heard how our partners are contributing to community vitality. SMIF supports 30 Community Foundations in the
region, including the Wabasha Kellogg Area
Community Foundation. Dr. Bob Mann, former chair of the Community Foundation,
spoke about the many ways that they have
been able to invest back into the community.
Whether it’s offering free pool passes to
youth, raising funds for the local library to
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put in a children’s addition, training a mental
health professional that serves Wabasha,
starting a tree garden to replace trees that
have been lost to the Emerald Ash Borer or
making the food shelf more accessible, the
Community Foundation has partnered with
SMIF on many initiatives that give back to
their small town and surrounding area.
My hope is that everyone who attended
these events walked away with some new information about how they can partner with
SMIF to help their communities thrive. If you
didn’t get a chance to attend our Sprout
events this year, you can watch the videos of
our speakers and view photos of the events
by visiting smifoundation.org/sprout.
As always, I welcome your comments and
questions. You can reach me at timp@smifoundation.org or 507-455-3215.

Harvey Mackay

July, 2022
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Believe In
Yourself Even
When No One
Else Does

By Harvey Mackay

Life is not a parabolic curve. It doesn’t go
straight up. There are a lot of lumps, a lot of
bumps. I have never yet met a successful person that hasn’t had to overcome either a little
or a lot of adversity in his or her life.
Overnight success is much more of a myth
than reality.
Remember the four-minute mile? Humans
had been trying to do it for centuries, since
the days of the ancient Greeks. They found
the old records, how the Greeks tried to accomplish this. They had wild animals chase
the runners, hoping that would make them run
faster. They tried tiger’s milk, not the stuff
you get down at the supermarket. I’m talking about the real thing. Nothing worked.

So, the experts decided it was physiologically impossible for a human being to run a
mile in four minutes. Our bone structure is
all wrong. Our wind resistance is too great.
Humans have inadequate lung power. There
were a million reasons – until one day when
one human being proved the doctors, the
trainers and the athletes all wrong.
In 1954, Roger Bannister showed the world
that it could be done. Over the next few
years, more and more people broke the fourminute mile once they realized that yes, it
was possible.
When Bannister passed away in early
March of this year, it brought back a lot of
memories from that time in history that I remember so well.
The world was changing a great deal. People around the world were overcoming the
long-perceived physical boundaries of nature. American pilot Chuck Yeager broke the
sound barrier in 1947. And who can forget
Sir Edmond Hillary and his Sherpa guide
Tenzing Norgay conquering Mount Everest
in 1953.
Many famous people have overcome
tremendous adversity to triumph:
Bill Gates, co-founder of Microsoft and one
of the richest people in the world, dropped
out of school and had his first business fail.
Oprah Winfrey overcame terrible poverty
growing up in rural Mississippi to become a
billionaire media mogul who has inspired
millions around the world.
Albert Einstein didn’t speak until he was
four years old and couldn’t get a job in
physics for two years after graduation.
Richard Branson didn’t let his dyslexia stop
him from founding Virgin Group and con-

HELP WANTED
Full Time Carpenter
and Summer
Carpenters Assistant.
Competitive Wages!

trolling more than 400 companies.
Popular recording star Jay-Z came from a
rough Brooklyn neighborhood but couldn’t
get signed to any record labels as a rapper. In
2013, “Time Magazine,” ranked him as one
of the most influential people in the world.
Vincent Van Gogh is considered one of the
greatest painters of all time, yet he only sold
one painting during his lifetime.
Simon Cowell, star judge from “American
Idol” and “The X Factor” had a record company fail.
Botanists say trees need the powerful
March winds to flex their trunks and main
branches, so that the sap is drawn up to nourish the budding leaves. Perhaps people need
to meet the stresses of life in the same way,
though we dislike enduring them. A stormy
period in our lives can be a prelude to a new
spring of life and health, success and happiness. That is if we keep our self-confidence
and faith in the future.
Everyone faces adversity, pain, loss and
suffering in life. When you go through those
periods, it’s hard to remember that the emo-

tions you’re feeling are only temporary. The
best thing to do is to develop a plan for what
you will do when these times hit and find your
way to the silver lining – the place where you
can feel hopeful again.
You need a personal sense of commitment,
the ability to let go when appropriate, and
strong values. Take charge of the things you
can control, such as your treatment of others,
the way you spend your time outside of work,
how you think about yourself, how often you
exercise, when and how to share your feelings, how to let others know you’re stressed
and how mature you act.
Who says that you can’t accomplish your
goals? Who says that you’re not tougher and
better and smarter and harder working and
more able than your competition? It doesn’t
matter if they say you can’t do it. The only
thing that matters is if you say it. So, we all
know, if we believe in ourselves, there’s
hardly anything that we can’t accomplish.
Mackay’s Moral: How you handle adversity
says a lot about how you will handle success.

WE LOVE OUR
COUNTY FAIR

:KHWKHU \RX·UH VKRZLQJ D
ERWWOH FDOI EDNLQJ D SLH RU MXVW
DWWHQGLQJ WKH VKRZV WKDQN
\RX IRU VXSSRUWLQJ WKH IDLU.
TrXVW LQ TomorroZ
&DOO XV IRU KHOS ZLWK DOO \RXU
LQVXUDQFH QHHGV

KELLER INSURANCE AGENCY
“Trust in Tomorrow.” and the “A Grinnell Mutual
Member” mark are property of Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company. ©Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.

Your FarMutual Agent
305 Main Street, Nerstrand, MN 55053
507-334-6550

From start to
finish, we do the
entire project.
• Kitchens • Living Rooms • Fireplaces • Floors • Closets • Bathrooms
• New Projects • Remodels • Barns • Roofs • Siding • Garages • Pole Sheds

Wood Doc Construction
Emery and John Maher

507-271-4200

www.wooddocconstruction.com
Dennison, MN
Lic. #BC628191

Friendly, Personal Service

Dennison, MN

507-645-0278
www.dennisontireandrepair.com
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How to Conquer
Fatigue and
Low Energy

By Shauna Burshem, D.C.

Being tired and exhausted is one of the
most common complaints in society today.
To address fatigue and low energy, you need
to improve mitochondrial energy production. Mitochondria are miniature organs
within your body’s cells. Mitochondria are
the powerhouses of the cells. Mitochondria
use the energy we consume from food and
oxygen to provide our cells with energy to
function and live. In high school biology, we
were taught that mitochondria were automatic energy generators for our cells. Now
science has learned that they are an essential
part of metabolism. Mitochondria’s ability
to manufacture energy declines 10% with
each decade of life. A senior citizen may
have 50 -75% less mitochondria function
than a younger person. In addition, Mitochondria function decreases with stress, anx-

iety, inflammation, sleep deprivation, environmental toxins and poor nutrition.
The most common causes of mitochondrial
deficiency are eating too much omega 6 fats.
Omega 6 fats are found in corn, soybeans and
meats. Avoiding vegetable oils (corn, soy,
canola, sunflower, safflower), daily consumption of red meats, dark meat chicken
and turkey will help your mitochondria perform at an optimal level. Exercise on a daily
basis also improves mitochondria function as
well as periods fasting. Intermittent fasting
2-3 days a week will jump start your metabolism which improves how the mitochondria
work. An intermittent fast is not eating for a
period of 14-16 hours (which is each easy if
you include the hours when you are sleeping.) Lastly, Light deficiency affects mitochondria function and is another common
cause for fatigue. Sun exposure not only begins vitamin D production in the body, but
also helps energy levels.
Melatonin is a hormone in the body that
helps with our sleep cycle and sleep rhythm.
95% of melatonin in the body is produced
by mitochondria when exposed to sunlight.
Melatonin is a strong anti-inflammatory.
This allows sunlight to focus in on cell damage caused by oxidative stress right where it's
needed the most, inside the cells. Melatonin
via sunlight is absolutely vital for protecting
your mitochondria and protecting them from
damage as you age. According to experts,
swallowing melatonin is useless for this, as
oral melatonin supplementation, while effective for a good night’s sleep, cannot reach the
mitochondria inside the cells. Only sunlight
can do this. Red and infrared light directly
stimulate energy production in the mito-

chondria. These light wavelengths also instruct the mitochondria to grow bigger and
stronger. Healthy, timed, non-burning sun
exposure (without sun block) is crucial for
healthy mitochondria and energy levels. If
you absolutely abhor being out in the sun or
you have a job that prevents you from acquiring the light waves that your body needs,
there are artificial lights that provide the light
wavelengths needed to help with mitochondria production and improving sleep while
fighting fatigue. I use the Theralight Halo
Bright Light Therapy Lamp. It sits on my
desk and when I am writing these articles,
paying the bills, checking email or just surfing the web, the light is on providing me with
the light wavelengths needed to help my mitochondria function. In addition, if you suffer from anxiety or depression, light therapy
has been shown to be a very helpful adjunct
therapy. FYI, the Theralight Halo Bright
Light is available online for $69.99.
Chiropractic Thought for the Week: The
nervous system, via neural impulses from the
brain through the spinal cord and spinal
nerves to the body’s cells, tissues and organs,
controls every function in the body, including body chemistry. Body chemistry refers
to all processes in the body, including cell
production. That being said, my discussion
of mitochondria health and fatigue levels
must include the chiropractic effect on improving neural impulse flow which then pos-
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itively affects body chemistry, including mitochondria cellular health and fatigue in the
body. Spinal adjustments on a regular basis
improve neural impulse flow and in turn
function in the body.

WE’RE ONLINE!
www.dennisonmn.com
www.nerstrandmn.com

NOW LEASING!
Income Based Housing
Clean, Safe,
Affordable Housing

$50
GIFT CERTIFICATE
DRAWING
Enter by e-mail for a chance to win a $50 golf
gift certificate to Zumbro Falls Golf Club this month!
Zumbro Falls Golf Club is a beautiful nine hole gold
course with rolling hills, four ponds
and a vineyard.
They have a dining room overlooking the course
and serve breakfast, lunch and dinner with a special
Friday Night Fish Fry from 5 to 8:30pm

Submit your entry by e-mail to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com for a chance to win!
Winner will be notified by e-mail on August 5th.

Golden Meadows
Apartments
1415 Prairie Avenue SW
Faribault, MN 55021

Phone (507) 332-8181
Fax (507) 334-5672
www.mbgprop.com

MBG Property Management
4725 Excelsior Blvd. Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55416
(952) 465-3584 Phone
(952) 465-3587 Fax

July 27, 2022
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Wisconsin Utilities
Delay Coal Plant
Closures Due to
Blackout Risks
Xcel Energy Should
Follow Suit with Sherco

By Isaac Orr
Isaac Orr is a Policy Fellow at Center of
the American Experiment.
isaac.orr@americanexperiment.org

Electric companies in Wisconsin have announced they will delay the closure of three

Share Your Good News
with the Community!

Submit your engagement,
wedding or birth announcement
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

coal plants in the Badger State due to a shortage of reliable power plant capacity on the
regional electric grid, the Midcontinent Independent Systems Operator (MISO). The
shortage of capacity is increasing the risk of
rolling blackouts rolling blackouts this summer.
This is good news because the region’s coal
plants are absolutely necessary for maintaining grid reliability.
The importance of these coal plants is why
Xcel Energy should follow Wisconsin’s lead
by keeping its Sherburne County (Sherco)
Units 1 and 2, two coal units with a combined capacity of 1,360 megawatts (MW),
open past their current 2023 and 2026 retirement dates.
On, Wisconsin!
Wisconsin Public Radio reports that Alliant
Energy had previously announced it would
shut down its 400-megawatt Edgewater coal
plant in Sheboygan by 2023 and its 1,100megawatt coal plant in Columbia County by
2025. Now, the utility said Edgewater will
continue to operate until mid-2025 while Columbia is now slated to retire by mid-2026.
We Energies announced Thursday that will
delay the closure of its coal-fired units at the
South Oak Creek coal plant in Milwaukee
County by a year. Two units will now retire
two by May 2024 and the last two units by
late 2025.
Save Our Sherco
MISO currently has a capacity shortfall of
1,200 MW, which is roughly the amount of
power plant capacity needed to power half
the homes in Minnesota on an average hour.
Next year, however, the shortfall is projected

to grow to 2,600 MW.
Unfortunately, Xcel Energy will be contributing to this growing capacity shortfall if
it follows through with its planned retirement
of Sherco 2, which measures 680 MW, next
year.
The good news is that extending the life of
Sherco 2 would be easy because the original
retirement date of the plant was not until the
2030s. This means there is plenty of life left
on the plant to help stem the rising risk of
rolling blackouts.
It is unclear, however, if Xcel will attempt
to keep the plant open.
Where do we go from here?
We are in a reliability hole, and the first
thing we need to do is stop digging.

State lawmakers need to make reliability
the top priority for our electric system. This
means MInnesota should keep all of its existing coal, natural gas, and nuclear power
plants online for the foreseeable future.
We should also do common-sense things
that will shore up grid reliability while also
allowing for the cleaner operation of our
power plants. This includes allowing coal
plants to install pollution control equipment
and legalizing the construction of new nuclear power plants, which can provide reliable and emissions-free electricity at every
hour of the day.
Wisconsin companies appear to understand
that reliability comes first. Hopefully Xcel
Energy will follow suit.

Pet Cremation services now available in Northfield

Courtesy of KYMN Radio
Bierman Funeral Home & Crematory is now offering pet memorial and cremation services under the program name Homeward Bound.
Bierman’s new pet crematory has been open for several weeks now. Unlike some other
pet cremation services, only individual cremations are performed in order to “offer a more
dignified service,” said Funeral Director Bryce Beckstrand.
This is the first service of its kind in Northfield and for Funeral Director Preston Eidenschink, providing that local and more personal service can make a big difference to
families. Bierman offers free transportation to retrieve a pet’s body from local veterinary
clinics. And for a transportation fee, pets can also be retrieved from the owner’s home or
other locations.
Beckstrand added that Bierman also provides a prompter service than other non-local pet
crematories, and that families can expect to receive their pet’s ashes in just 24 hours.
Cremation is not the only service available for pet-owners. Pet-owners can post an obituary for their pet online or receive a keepsake like a lock of their pet’s fur or a clay paw
print to help memorialize their pet.
To find more information, visit homewardboundpetcremation.com.

Residential & Multi-Family Contractor
Roofing

Siding

Gutters

Windows

Thank You!
Free Inspections

952.222.4004

www.CapitalMN.com
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To all who came and supported our open house
at the cheese plant.
Our hearts are overflowing
TTH
HANK
with love from the community.
YOU!

It was a “Gouda” day!
Deeann, Kathy, and Jackie
55 Holiday Avenue, Cannon Falls

FFA & Gardenbite
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Chapters,
show staff and
superintendents and others.
Monday,
September 5th
at 10:00 a.m. –
FFA Supreme
Champions and Awards Program to be held
in Compeer Arena. Program to include
recognition of student exhibits as well as
recognition of families that have exhibited in
the FFA shows for 3 generations or more.
Families that qualify for this recognition
should email pkoenen@ac242.us by August
8th. This program will be livestreamed and
available for viewing on Minnesota FFA’s
YouTube channel.
To capture some of the many stories of FFA
members and supporters involved with the
FFA shows, we invite you to record an audio
message about your personal experience as
an FFA member exhibiting livestock, crops,
agricultural mechanics, participating in the
safe tractor driving contest, creating a landscape booth or other area. Additionally, we
want to hear from superintendents or other
volunteer, on why you choose to support FFA
members involved with the state fair. To
record your message, call 1-800-437-3009,
and enter the Invitation Number of 84216.
Learn more about the experiences of FFA
members and supporters by visiting
MnFFA.org
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75th Annual
FFA Shows
to be held at
Minnesota
State Fair

Celebration planned members past and present
invited to join in

Plans are in place to celebrate the 75th Annual FFA Shows at the Minnesota State Fair!
The celebration will take place Labor Day
weekend, during the FFA encampment.
Friday, September 2nd at 7:00 pm. - Kickoff
for 75 years of FFA at Minnesota State Fair
program to be held at Judson Ave. between
Swine Barn and Compeer Arena. Program to
include history of FFA at Minnesota State
Fair, proclamation and remarks by special
guests.
Saturday, September 3rd at 6:00 pm - FFA
Legends from 1948 to Today program to be
held on the Christensen Farms Stage outside
CHS Miracle of Birth Center. Program to include History of FFA Shows at state fair,
recognition of Baldwin award winners,
Legacy FFA Show Families, Legacy FFA

Owned and Operated
by Dori Gregory Since 2001

Dennison Meat Locker
Provides Quality Custom
Meat Processing Services
to the Community

WE ALSO OFFER RETAIL SAUSAGE, STEAKS, HAMBURGER
AND OTHER MEAT PRODUCTS
• Pork • Beef • Poultry • Lamb • Venison
• Whole Roasted Hogs • Elk • Homemade Smoked Sausage
109 Farm Road, Dennison, MN • Monday-Friday 8a.m.-5p.m.; Saturday 8a.m.-2p.m.
www.dennisonmeatlocker.com • dennisonmeats@gmail.com • 507-645-8734

INSURANCE BUILT
AROUND YOU

Phone: 507-263-4276 • Fax: 507-263-4207
www.freebergins.com

Laura Freeberg (Cell: 612-396-0533)
Geri Geiken (Cell: 651-353-4676)

Herbicide Drift
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Herbicide drift, it’s not a dance move but that would sure be
more fun!
Herbicide drift could be coming from you or from your neighbors who are trying to kill broadleaf weeds. Either way it can
affect your fruits, vegetables and other plants. University of
Minnesota Extension Educator, Annie Klodd, says she sees
symptoms of herbicide damage on her peppers, grapevines and
tomatoes nearly every year in late June.
The leaves grow in strange shapes, curl inward, and are
smaller than normal.
She does not use herbicides in her lawn but her garden still has
Teri Knight
damage every year due to the neighbor. The mentioned plants
are the most affected by 2,4-d, dicamba, and other growth regulator herbicides.
The damage
usually takes a couple of weeks to appear so you might not realize what’s
going on. As long as your plants were
not directly hit by the herbicide, they
have a chance of outgrowing it but their
growth will take longer. Once hit by herbicide drift there’s nothing you can do
but wait it out. Just make sure they continue to have enough water so they’re
not further stressed.
To prevent the drift yourself, avoid
spraying your lawn for broadleaf weeds
but if you DO, definitely avoid spraying
during very hot and/or windy weather.
Preventing your neighbor’s drift will
be more difficult but you can start with
having a conversation with them. If that
fails, you can report them. This link is
to the Minnesota DNR. Check with your
Drift from herbicides containing 2,4-D
own local Dept. of Natural Resources.
and dicamba seems to cause stunted
These types of herbicides can vaporleaves with squiggly veins on
ize in hours or days after application,
pepper plants.
and move through the air. This is called
volatilization and it’s worse in hot/dry/windy weather.
Teri Knight became a Master Gardener with Dakota County, Minnesota in 2003. She
currently produces her website, www.gardenbite.com. Teri’s been involved in community projects which include a Junior Master Gardener program for 8 to 12 year olds,
designing and planting a garden for a women’s center and various other organizations!

Rice County Soil & Water Conservation

July, 2022
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“Bee” the
Change and Help
Rice County
Pollinators

By Steve Pahs

Bees are all the buzz in Rice County, thanks
in part to a grant we received from the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR). In May of 2020, the Rice Soil and
Water Conservation District $20,000 to help
property owners in Northfield with establishing pollinator habitat in their yards.
The pilot program, called Lawns to
Legumes, has a focus on restoring habitat for
the Rusty Patched Bumble Bee, which is an
endangered species. Historically, this bumble
bee was commonly found throughout the
upper Midwest and the eastern United States.
Today it is only found in isolated areas and its
numbers have dwindled.
Declining habitat is a key concern for polli-

nators like the Rusty Patch Bumble Bee,
Monarch butterfly, and other insects like
them. Programs like this not only aim to increase pollinator habitat but also help educate
residents about the need for bee-friendly
areas.
In the Northfield project, the Rice SWCD
partnered with Barb Bolan and Nancy Schumacher from the SE MN Prairie Partners
Chapter of Wild Ones to get the grant started.
Dianne Angell from St. Olaf College and
Nancy Braker from Carleton College also
helped by providing technical assistance to
landowners on their potential projects.
Despite the challenges of starting a project
during a pandemic, twenty people were
awarded funding to install pollinator habitat.
Most of the projects were completed in 2021,
and it didn’t take long for the bees, butterflies, and other pollinators to find the new
habitat. We were even able to document the
Rusty Patched Bumble Bees on some of the
locations!
Landowners had the option of planting native wildflower gardens, native shrubs that
were highly attractive to pollinators, or they
could convert their existing lawn into a “bee”
lawn.
Due to the success of this and other projects
around the state, the BWSR has been able to
continue the program, and more funding is
expected to be available in 2023. There are
two options available through the program.
The first is Demonstration Neighborhood
grants, which is what we received in Northfield, and the second is Individual grants,
which are available to anyone interested in a
project on their property.
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GRAND PRIZE WINNER
IS VIRGINIA HARVEY!

Minnesota native flowers grow in the city of Northfield. They were planted by a
landowner as part of the Lawns to Legumes Demonstration Neighborhood project to
provide habitat for local pollinators.

Landowners who live in the cities of Faribault, Morristown, Lonsdale, and the other
small towns of Rice County can apply for the
Demonstration Neighborhood grants by con-

Keeping You Informed
During this Difficult Time
www.kymnradio.net

tacting our office. But first, you need to start
a conversation with your neighbors. Find others who like to garden and would like to help
our local pollinators. It takes some local organizing, but a patchwork of quality, micro
habitats can have a significant impact on
species like the Rusty Patch Bumble Bee.
If anyone is interested in creating pollinator
habitat in Rice County, they can reach out to
staff at Rice Soil and Water Conservation
District for more information. Feel free to
contact our office at 507-332-5408. You can
also learn more about prairie and native plant
restoration
on
our
website
at
www.riceswcd.org/prairie. Until then, I hope
everyone sees lots of bees and butterflies this
summer, and remember, you can “Bee the
Change!”
Steve Pahs is the District Manager with the
Rice Soil & Water Conservation District.
Contact Steve with your questions about conservation practices and programs at 507332-5408.

Virginia won an ICONIC FEST
summer fun weekend package!
2 Nights Hotel Stay
at Grand Casino
Mille Lacs
And a 4 Pack of
Iconic Fest Event
Tickets!

Est. 1935
• Fertilizer
• Chemicals
Kenyon
507-789-6201

• Seed • Soil Sampling
• Field Scouting
• Custom Application
• Field Scouting
Bulk, LP, Gas and Diesel Fuel
Hastings
800-349-5743

Randolph
800-657-3285

Hampton
800-225-4316
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June 27th, the two men were driving on Cannon City Road, when Sanders’ vehicle struck
Myers’ vehicle as he was attempting to pass
Myers. At an intersection, Sanders left his vehicle, and punched Myers repeatedly through
an open window. The results of Myers’ injuries included an inability for him to breath
on his own. Myers was removed from life
support and passed away on July 6th.
Sanders has been charged with second degree murder while committing a felony. Fossum said due to the Sanders’ conduct, which
Fossum characterized as “inexcusable” and
“beyond the pale,” his office will be seeking
an enhanced sentence if the jury returns a
guilty verdict.
“When we go to trial, we will be seeking an
upward departure on that case. I think the

guideline sentence would not be adequate to
contain Mr. Sanders given his clear rage issues.”
Fossum mentioned other cases that his office intends to prosecute, and not offer plea
agreements, including the William Schulenberg case. Schulenberg, a former student at
St. Olaf College has been charged with premeditated-attempted murder and three
counts of assault with a deadly weapon stemming from a May 1st incident when Schulenberg allegedly attacked a woman with
whom he had been ordered to not have contact, and three other students who intervened
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Fossum Taking
Several Cases
to Trial
Courtesy of KYMN Radio

Over the last few
months,
Rice
County has seen an
unusual spike in violent crimes, some resulting in death, and
County
Attorney
John Fossum said, in
no less than five of
those cases his office
will
see
them
through to trial.
Rice County
Fossum and his ofAttorney
fice convened a
John Fossum
grand jury asking
that Cody Vernon Kolstad be indicted for
first-degree murder. Kolstad, of Morristown,
allegedly took the life of his housemate, Brian
Daniel Stoeckel on the night of May 31st,
when he shot Stoeckel twice with a shotgun
as he was sleeping. Fossum said he asked for
the indictment because the alleged act was
premeditated. The grand jury agreed. If found
guilty, Kolstad is now facing a life sentence.
Fossum said yet another high-profile case,
the road-rage incident that resulted in the
death of 79-year-old Larry Myers of Faribault
at the hands of 52-year-old Leslie Shawn
Sanders, is one that he “takes personally,” and
will also look to see it through to a trial. On

Share Your Good News!
Submit your engagement,
wedding or
birth announcement.

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

National Suicide Hotline Overhaul

Courtesy of KYMN Radio
Rice County and the City of Northfield are reminding residents that people who need mentalhealth crisis support can reach the National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline by simply dialing
988.
The new, easy to remember number will be
available 24/7 throughout the US and its territories by phone or text, connecting those experiencing mental health-related distress to a trained crisis counselor who can provide free,
confidential support.
People can also use the number if they are worried about someone they know who may
need crisis support. Use 911 if a drug overdose or immediate medical help is needed.
Along with the new number, the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline will get a new
name, the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, to better reflect the services provided.
The current 10-digit number, 1-800-273-8255, will continue to work even after the 988
rollout.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, almost 46,000 people in
the United States died by suicide in 2020, and 758 people died by suicide in Minnesota.
Between 2005 and 2020, the lifeline received nearly 20.5 million calls from people in
distress.
The network is made up of over 200 locally operated and funded crisis centers. Minnesota has four Lifeline Centers designated to answer calls, chats, and texts from a Minnesota-based area code. Live services are provided in English and Spanish. Translation
services in 250 languages are also available.
The Lifeline currently serves TTY users either through their preferred relay service or
by dialing 711 then 1-800-273-8255. Lifeline is in the process of expanding to video
phone service to better serve deaf or hard of hearing individuals seeking help through the
988 Lifeline.
The Lifeline does not provide in-person services. Anyone requiring mobile crisis services in Rice County should call 877-399-3040 and in Dakota County call 1-952-8917171.
To learn more about the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, visit the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration website at www.samhsa.gov.

to protect her.
Fossum said he is
looking forward to
seeing all of these
cases, and more,
through to trial.
“Getting justice for
these victims and
their families is
something that really
drives me to get up,”
he said, “and get to
work in the morning.”
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Leslie Shawn
Sanders

Special election, several primaries set for August 9th

Rice County has officially given notice of primaries and a special
election that will take place on August 9th.
The special election is to fill Minnesota’s 1st Congressional District seat in the US House of Representatives that was made vacant
when Congressman Jim Hagedorn passed away earlier this year.
Candidates on the ballot will be Republican endorsed Brad Finstad,
DFL endorsed Jeff Ettinger, Legal Marijuana Now candidate
Richard B. Reisdorf, and Grassroots-Legalize Cannabis Party candidate Haroun McLellan. The person who wins the election will fill
out the remainder of the term, which will expire on December 31st.
As Northfield is in the Second Congressional District, Northfielders will not be voting
in the special election. However, there is a three-way race for the City Council At-Large
seat being vacated by Clarice Grabau. Former City Councilor David DeLong, Davin
Sokup, a legislative assistant in the Minnesota Senate, and Thelma A. Estrada are vying
for the seat. As the city allows room for only two names on the ballot in November, the
three must meet in a primary to eliminate one of the candidates.
The County Sheriff position will be on the primary ballot pitting incumbent Sheriff
Jesse Thomas against challengers Richard Bailey and Ross Spicer. Another race of interest that will not engage Northfielders directly is the Third District on the Rice County
Board of Commissioners. Incumbent David Miller is facing three challengers, Steven J.
Hauer, Gerald G. Hoisington, and a name familiar to many Northfielders as the Station
Director of Northfield Public Broadcasting, Sam Temple.

Late Filing Period for
Nerstrand City Council
August 2-16, 2022

City Council - 2 seats, 4-year term
City Council - 2 seats, 2-year term
Mayor - 1 seat, 2-year term
Office Hours
8/2: 10:00am-2:00pm
8/3: 11:00am-3:00pm
8/4: By Appointment
8/5: 10:00am-2:00pm
8/8: 10:00am-2:00pm
8/9: 6:30am-7:00pm

8/10: 10:00am-2:00pm
8/11: 10:00am-2:00pm
8/12: 6:30am-12:00pm
8/15: 6:30am-12:00pm
8/16: 12:00pm-5:30pm
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City of Dennison
Regular Council Meeting
June 2nd, 2022
The June Dennison City Council meeting
was called to order by Mayor Jeff Flaten on
Thursday, June 2nd, 2022 at 7:00 pm. Present
were Councilors Heidi Cooke, Diane Ruddle,
andNichole Schloesser and Clerk Jessica
Page. Councilor Anders was unable to attend.
Councilor Schloesser moved to accept the
minutes for the May regular and special meetings. Councilor Cooke second. Motion
passed 4:0. Councilor Ruddle moved to approve the treasurer’s report, Councilor
Schloesser second. Motion passed 4:0.
Building Permits: None
Administrative Issues:
Todd Greseth, County Commissioner was
present. He noted that the sidewalk replacement didn’t work out. The Public Works Dept
was following the requirements that are laid
out for them. Todd relayed that the garbage
ruling was upheld. (Appeal was denied.) At
this point there is not a known timeline for the
City to comply.
Rezoning and land splits for Mike Strese. (
For Jeff Hasse, and Wendy Carrol.) Councilor
Ruddle move to approve the land split. Councilor Schloesser second. Motion passed 4:0.
Will schedule the public hearing in July on the
7th at 6:30.
Metronet/LTD Broadband agreement.No
one present to answer questions. Mayor instructed to ask for $100 per month, to be able
to use power if needed for the mixer, and get
phone service covered.
LTD wants the City to indemnify them in
case their property harms the water tower.
The City not responsible for damage to their
equipment.
Can be put out for bids? Our Tech Co-op
will look into that for the City.
Jared Peterson, OurTech Co-op, uplifting
underserved communities everywhere. They
would like to do a partnership with the City
to attract technology vendors and government
grant investment for anchor Technology Park
project in Dennison. The park would include
a Data Farm, Shared Office Park, and the Gig
+ Fiber Internet Infrastructure to support the

Local Government
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Town of Dennison and neighboring communities. Financing: each provider who wants
to use the infrastructure pays a lease fee.
Counties received ARPA money that they
could be included as a partner. Individuals
who live in the city could also be partners.
Jared talked with partners and they could do
a process that would bring in outside investment. Feasibility study would need to be
done. He explained the process and how
things work. City would need to supply a letter of interest. Special tax district financing,
etc. a potential feasibility study started at
$50,000. They looked at numbers of people
in the city, and it would be more appropriate
to do the study at around $10,000. August 6study need to be in to the state to be eligible
for the recent funding. Mayor Flaten move
to approve a letter of interest for Our tech
coop for broadband infrastructure. Councilor
Schloesset 2nd, motion passed 4:0.
Sheriff’s deputy was present at meeting. He
noted that more thefts are occurring and more
drunk driving is occurring with the nicer
weather.
Phosphorus building update: Approved
change orders last week. Jeff contacted PCA
and let them know the situation. Hopefully
will be done by the 24th, and the city will get
it going by the end of June. All communications go through the claims adjuster and now
a lawyer. June 21st will be an inspection of
the building. (Take apart walls to see if there
is damage, etc.) City needs to get an epa id
number. MPCA website will have the information to apply for the number.
Force main update. Need to do a regular
discharge and a short discharge. Fecal numbers are too high right now. June 16th would
be when they can start if the discharges are
back to back. Nate trying to work with PCA
or duty officer to figure out what to do.
City wide clean-up day. Ready to go? Date
would be June 4th. Notices were distributed
on June 1. People at PO said it wasn’t
enough notice. Need to get notices out earlier. Question was asked if the date could be
moved back at all. The City is pretty much
locked into the date at this point in time.
Citizens Issues:

FREELANCE WRITERS
WANTED

Duties include covering feature and human interest stories and upcoming
events in the Messenger coverage area.
Will also work with content production for on-line distribution.
Pay negotiable and based on experience.
Qualified applicants will possess:

• Ability to work with deadlines
• Great people skills
• Knowledge of/access to a computer
• Enjoy small town atmosphere
• The ability to work some night hours as needed for editorial

Email resume and sample of work to: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
or call Terry at 507-951-7417

Mayors Issues:
Utilities:
1.Booster pump on the chemical side is
leaking. Really need to decide what to do
with that. Representative is coming to look at
going with liquid chlorine and costs on Friday. Nate had to shut it off. Dan and Jeff
looked at it. Housing is cracked. (possible
due to water being frozen last Jan when the
heat went out.) Dan going to take some pictures and send to insurance co to see if it
would be covered due to heater going out.
Dan suggested a jb weld to try to keep it
going until something else can be figured out.
Do they do the quick fix before it’s looked at
by the insurance adjuster. Nate needs to call
Dan, Mike Strese suggested talking to local
welders. Steve Trolley, or Lindenfelsers.
Hawkins guy to come down and look at Friday.
2. Koester place has a reader in place.
Faribo Plumbing was able to get that done.
3. Is outside reader in place at Stenbakkens?
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Need to run a wire to the reader there.
Nate needs to install a new meter at McClosky’s , making noise.
4. New meter delivered to Pendleton place
for plumber to install.
5. Pumps were calibrated at the lift station.
Everything ok. Changed the oil on the pumps.
New meters arrived and Nate is getting
them figured out. Nate and Jeff go tomorrow
to locker.
6. Set a date to flush hydrants. Next week?
Need to approve the pay app #6 for Pioneer
Power Councilor Schloesser move to approve the pay app #6. Councilor Ruddle second. Motion passed 4:0.
Mayor Flaten move to pay the bills. Councilor Cooke second. Motion passed 4:0.
Councilor Schloesser move to adjourn the
meeting. Councilor Cooke second. Meeting
was adjourned at 8:23 pm.
Next meeting: Regular meeting is Thursday July 7th, 2022 at 7:00.

Nerstrand City Council Meeting Minutes June 14, 2022

Nerstrand City Council met for their regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, June 14,
2022 at 7:00p.m. Those in attendance in person were Council Members Monica Gernandt, Dan Pfleger, Jennifer Schwab, John Harris and Mayor Todd Evavold. Other people in attendance were Public Works Director, Steve McDowell, City Clerk, Dana Jans,
3 residents and business owner. Two residents attended via ZOOM and a representative
from Widseth, Joe Sutherland.
Roll Call
Councilpersons, Gernandt, Pfleger, Schwab, Harris, and Mayor Evavold present.
Approval of Agenda
-Motion to accept the agenda by Councilor Schwab, second by Councilor Gernandt,
motion passed unanimously.
Consent Agenda
-Motion to accept all consent items by Councilor Gernandt, second by Councilor
Schwab, motion passed unanimously.
New Business
-Motion by Councilor Pfleger to appoint election judges for the primary and/or general
elections, seconded by Councilor Harris. Motion passed by majority, Harris, Pfleger,
Evavold fore, Schwab and Gernandt, abstain.
-Mayor Evavold is looking for residents for two volunteer opportunities; small repairs
in the park shelter kitchen, and painting the band-shell. Clerk will list on the bill card,
email, and Facebook.
-Discussion on resident living in an uninhabitable structure. Clerk will check with resident, Rice County Social Services and Rice County Sheriffs Department.
Old Business
-Motion by Councilor Gernandt to move forward with the second story egress pending
Goodhue County, and MN State Historical Society approval, second by Councilor Harris, motion passed unanimously.
-Motion by Councilor Gernandt to move forward with the storm sewer repair in front
of City Hall and the replacement of a couple portions of sidewalk contingent of approval
from Goodhue County and USDA Rural Development in regards to ADA compliance,
second by Councilor Schwab, motioned passed unanimously.
-Joe Sutherland discussed CIP. Council liked the plan, but questioned a comment regarding the fire hall. Clerk will contact the architect who drafted the document.
-Motion by Councilor Gernandt to proceed with the purchase of signs at the compost site
up to $1,000.00, motion passed unanimously.
Reports from Officers
-Motion by Councilor Schwab to approve $3,000.00 towards a brush truck being purchased from MN DNR contingent upon the other fire service communities put money in
as well, second by Councilor Harris, motion passed unanimously.
-Public Works Director McDowell said things are running well. Working on a bid for
2nd Street S repair. Grading on 3rd Street N is completed, but additional gravel has not
been brought yet. Clerk will contact Widseth to move forward with the survey of Farm
Street.
Adjourn
Motion by Councilor Gernandt second by Councilor Schwab to adjourn the meeting,
motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted by;
Dana Jans
Nerstrand City Clerk

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes

Page 18

Meeting the
Old People
who Once
Lived in Our
House
By Terry Campbell

This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Minnesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

We bought an old house in Tennessee. It is
not as old as the house up the street that was
once reportedly used as a stop in the underground railroad prior to the Civil War, but it
has a history. Our friend Jim’s grandparents
used to live in the house, and he still lives
nearby. He drives past every day. He stopped
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in with his sister Pat, to meet the new owners of their family’s house. That is how we
got acquainted with some the original owners. Jim’s son Danny is the local newspaper
publisher and the bedroom upstairs that I use
as my office was once Danny’s bedroom
when he was a kid. I find that an interesting
coincidence.
Aulsie was the family matriarch. She
seems to have ruled the family with an iron
fist. Aulsie is as far back as we can find as an
original owner of the house. She owned
about 70 acres on this lot and accumulated
land by marrying husbands. Three by our
count, and she outlived them all. Our new
friends brought us pictures of the house
many years ago as well as pictures of Aulsie,
who was an old woman before any photos
were taken of her. The stories about Aulsie
lacked affection, but gave you a kind of a
healthy respect for her and a hope she wasn’t still around listening in. One of the pictures was of Aulsie and couple of her old
lady friends sitting in the living room, each
with a cigar in their mouth.
Pat relates that she was a young girl when
she remembered seeing Aulsie on the front
porch with a pistol on her lap. Seems someone was shooting frogs in the pond and the
old woman was going to put an end to it.
When Pat was a teenager, she was staying
with her grandmother and snuck out of the
house with a couple friends to join some
boys swimming at the pond. Aulsie told Pat’s
dad that “the boys had no pants on and had
whiskey bottles in their pockets.” Her dad
was very mad and gave her “what fer” and

DON’T LET HEARING PROBLEMS
SLOW YOU DOWN!
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so she stormed back to grandma Aulsie’s
house to defend her honor. She found herself
looking at Aulsie, down the barrel of a shotgun.
Her Uncle Garfield lived up on top of the
hill in an old log cabin and was the local
drunk. Her dad and Garfield would raise a
hog each summer and butcher it in the fall
for meat. Garfield would trade his hog for
cases of beer and stay drunk for weeks. They
would send eight-year-old Pat up to find out
if he was dead or just still drunk.
Pat and her husband moved into the old

Fireworks

By RosaLin Alcoser

I absolutely love to watch fireworks.
Last Fourth of July I watched them from
my apartment window. At University I
went to watch the start of year fireworks
every year. I've photographed them for
newspapers and have watched them go off
over the lake a number of times. In fact I
just watched some while visiting my
grandpa over Father’s Day weekend this
year.
This love of fireworks has not always
been the case. Like most small children I
was not a fan of fireworks, mainly because
they were loud and I did not quite understand how they worked. On the Fourth of
July, when I was two, I watched the fireworks with a tiny child’s lawn chair over
my head; my mother says that I told them
at the time that the chair was to protect my
hair from catching on fire from the fireworks.
As I got a little bit older I started being
less afraid of fireworks for a few years.
By less afraid I mean that I was OK with
sparklers and fireworks that were set off
far away from where I was watching them
from.
One Fourth of July when I was probably

seven, I was excited about the sparkler
cake that we had for a birthday that same
day. In full honesty I was a bit disappointed when it was not an actual cake,
but it was still pretty cool.
Fireworks were less bad for me until the
next Fourth of July when I was eight. That
year one of Grandpa’s buddies who will
not be named, you know who are, came
over to set off fireworks from the deck
while we were on the deck. He brought a
Mad Dog firework that lasted forever; and
let me tell you, you do not want to share a
deck space with one of those things.
After that I was scared of fireworks
again for a one to three of the next couple
of years and proceeded to spend the next
couple Fourth of July fireworks in the
basement because I was now more afraid
of the fireworks then I was of the furnace.
I was also afraid of Grandpa’s buddy after
that because of the Mad Dog firework.
Thankfully for me and my family, who
like to go to fireworks, I am no longer
afraid of fireworks unless they are set off
on the deck while I am on it.

Toro 75755 TimeCutter
MyRIDE Zero Turn Mower

4499.00

$

507-412-9813 • advantagehearingcenter.com
ZUMBROTA: 1605 Main St, Suite 200 • CANNON FALLS: 100 South 4th St.
FARIBAULT: 1575 NW 20th St

farmhouse when they were first married. Her
last recollection of Garfield was watching
him come down the hill one day while she
was eight months pregnant. She picked up
the shotgun and walked out on the porch
where she dared him to come closer because
he was not in range yet. He looked at her and
said, “you would really shoot me, wouldn’t
you”? She said yes, and he turned around and
headed back up the hill.
Life could be rough out in the backwoods
Tennessee country and girls learned to be
tough to survive.

A Minnesotan:

Call today for your FREE, No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

Jayne Bongers Owner/MN Certified
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502 Huseth St., Kenyon

507-789-6321

• 24.5hp commercial V-twin 708cc engine
• 50” cutting width
• Iron forged deck
• MyRIDE suspension system
• Easy height of cut adjustment
• Tool less oil change
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Farm Equipment Repair
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SUDOKU ANSWERS

We
Want
Your
News!

THEME: ANNUAL TRADITIONS
ACROSS
1. Verdant
5. Vietnamese neighbor
8. "Before" prefix
11. Curved molding
12. *It rings at midnight on Christmas Eve at church
13. Yarn store unit
15. Relating to armpit
16. Criminal's surprise
17. Nephew's sister
18. *4th of July spectacle
20. 1952 Olympics host
21. 1,000 kilograms
22. Meat sauce
23. Vacation location
26. French painter of "La Danse" fame
30. Menu words (2 words)
31. Lean
34. Wine valley
35. Impertinent
37. *Annual Assumption tradition blesses it
38. #2 Down, pl.
39. Highest volcano in Europe
40. Puppies
42. Bit of binary code
43. Dean's official residence
45. Small stream
47. Wine quality
48. Bilbo Baggins' land
50. Windsor family's sport
52. *Popular New Year's libation
56. Stored by bees
57. ____-de-camp
58. "On the ____" by Jack Kerouac
59. Make laugh
60. Tear
61. Tibetan priest
62. Woolen cap
63. Banned insecticide
64. Big Bang's original matter

DOWN
1. Bakery serving
2. Tangelo
3. Scorch
4. Regarding this point
5. "Live and ____"
6. Description for twins
7. Auto pioneer
8. Banana remnant
9. Puerto ____
10. Compass bearing
12. "Jane Eyre" author
13. Pig part
14. *Action under mistletoe
19. Like a damaged apple, possibly
22. Jam container
23. Torn down
24. Fill with optimism
25. Sweating room
26. *Thanksgiving's main event?
27. Beauty parlor
28. Chiropractor's concern
29. Painting holder
32. Light gray
33. "Wow!"
36. *Birthday cake decorations
38. Seize the throne
40. Kind of humor
41. Ready
44. Deteriorate
46. Just about
48. Jumped aside
49. Lacked
50. Type of cotton
51. Female gamete
52. *Valentine's Day tradition
53. *New Year's resolution weight or savings target
54. One in a roster
55. Red-encased cheese
56. *Graduation flyer

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!
News, Photos, Events...
Email your news to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Nail Down a Great Rate

Start building a better future by investing in the
comfort and value of your home.
Don’t delay; purchase or refinance today with a great rate
that will save you money for decades!
We Offer:
Consumer Loans • Small Business Loans • Auto, Boat & RV Loans • Real Estate Mortgages
Checking Accounts • Savings Accounts • Money Market Accounts • CDs & IRAs
Online Banking • Online Bill Pay • Mobile Banking • ATM Available 24 Hrs.

www.heritagebankmn.com
DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929 • NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736 • WEST CONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236

