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Announcements
• The United Methodist Church of
Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE of-
fers a meal carry out from 5:00-
6:00pm the third Wednesday of each
month.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

507-273-9530  FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK @ THE ANNADINE

LIVE MUSIC
 The D’Sievers Friday, March 25 at 7:00 PM

38 W Main St, Dodge Center  •   507-633-6355
 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com  •  www.dclandtitle.com

 From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex commercial or farm real estate 
 transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is committed to providing real estate 

 transactional expertise and personal customer service.

By Kenya Narveson
Aaron and Rachel,
are a husband-and-
wife team who are
now the proud own-
ers of Divanyx Event
Center and Photogra-

phy (formerly known as Coops Event Barn)
here in Dodge Center. Along with the event
center and photography services, they offer
graphic design services and a photo booth.
Their plan and desire is to provide their cus-
tomers with the best venue and pictures for
any celebration.
They recently purchased the event center
and are making some minor adjustments.
Aaron explained, “The former owners, Keith
and Linda did a beautiful job with the prop-
erty and that’s why we fell in love with it. It’s
an awesome property for photography.”
He mentioned that he and his wife have vis-
ited several event centers over the last 10
years and noticed that while some venues are
beautiful they lack places to take pictures or
have a pole in the way of a photo opportu-
nity. So the minor adjustments that are being
made to the event center are only to ensure

the best quality usable photography space.
“We truly believe that our background in
photography will guide us to provide cus-
tomers with a unique and stunning location
for any event. We want all our customers and
their guests to leave our venue with happy
memories and positive experiences.”
Divanyx Event Center is not only for wed-
dings but quinceañeras, reunions, and other
special gatherings. The Divanyx Photogra-
phy services include weddings, couples, fam-
ilies, pets, and etc. The graphic design
services offer color picture correction, cus-
tom designed invitations/announcements,
professional touch ups and background
changes. The photo booth rental service is
available to locals and those further away
from our home base for a small travel fee.
The photo booth rental comes with the use of

Local Event Center Has The Same Charm with New Owners
many high quality props. Not just the mus-
taches on a stick. By renting their photo
booth, you are able to reprint any of the pho-
tos taken in the photo booth as large as 34" x
23" without losing quality.
Aaron is a Rochester, Minnesota native that
has a background in Computer Science.
Rachel was born and raised in Guadalajara,
Mexico. They were both on vacation in
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico when they met and
fell in love. Rachel finished college with a
Graphic Design degree and moved here to
Minnesota to live happily ever after with
Aaron. Check out the Divanyx Facebook
page for the upcoming announcement of their
Grand Opening. This is open to the commu-
nity to come out and enjoy food, music, and
fun at the event center! divanyx.com

Aaron and Rachel

Curtain Rises
on Annie
March 30, 31,
and April 1 and 2
Triton High School’s spring musical,
Annie, will be performing Thursday, March
31st, Friday, April 1st, and Saturday, April
2nd at 7:00 p.m.
Additionally, the free senior citizen mati-
nee will be on Wednesday, March 30th at
1:00 p.m. All are encouraged to attend!
The production, under the direction of
Anne Schreiber, promises to be an enjoy-
able event. (continued on page 4)
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Religion & Obituary

The Church Directory is Sponsored by:

Faith Lutheran Church
 308 2nd St. NW, Dodge Center

 Intern Pastor Kira Anderson • 507-374-2174
 Traditional Worship 8a.m.; Fellowship 9a.m.

 Christian Education 9:15a.m.
 Contemporary Worship 10a.m.

 Grace Lutheran Church
 404 Central Avenue N, Dodge Center

 Rev. Elliot Malm• 507-633-2253
 Worship 9a.m.; Sunday School 10:30a.m.

 Praise Fellowship Church
 602 Central Avenue S, Dodge Center

 Roger Langworthy • 507-374-6400
 Kidz Church 9:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 9:30a.m.

 Dodge Center Methodist Church
 201 1st St. SE, Dodge Center

 Rev. Chad Christensen • 507-374-6885
 Worship 8a.m.

 St. John Baptist De La Salle
 20 2nd St. NE, Dodge Center • 507-374-6830

 Mass Saturday 5p.m.

 Living Water Assembly Church
 104 1st St. NW, Dodge Center
 Roy Andrews • 507-374-6561

 Sunday 10a.m.

 Dodge Center SDA Church
 410 3rd Ave. SW, Dodge Center • 507-374-6895

 Sabbath School 9:15a.m.; Saturday Worship 11a.m.

 Anchor of Hope Church,
 a 7th Day Baptist Congregation

 203 E. Main St., Dodge Center
 507-374-6755

 Saturday 10a.m. Worship; 11:45a.m. Sabbath School

 Bible Lutheran Church
 (American Assoc. of Lutheran Churches)

 11  1st Ave. N.E., Dodge Center
 www.biblelc.org  •  612-803-1212

 Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.
 (weekly sermons available on You Tube and on website)

Our Family Connecting 
 With Yours

 HAYFIELD
 501 2nd St NW
 507-477-2259

 www.czaplewskifh!frontiernet.net
 DODGE CENTER

 25 South St. SW
 507-374-2155

 KASSON
 801 7th St. SE
 507-634-6510

 Area Church Directory
 In Christ, Love Conquers Hate

 Scripture Reading — Matthew 5:21-26
 “Anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. . . . Anyone who 

 says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.” — Matthew 5:22
 We have a natural tendency to hate or ignore God and our neighbor. We tell ourselves we are 

 good people. But our selfishness and anger lie just below the surface. Anger often erupts in 
 violent, hateful words and actions. If we don’t seem angry, it may just mean that our anger has 
 not yet reached its boiling point or had an opportunity to erupt. In fact, we may be seething with 
 inner anger.
 Strictly following the command “You shall not murder” is not enough to overcome hatred. We 

 must address the source of that sin. If we keep our anger from boiling over, we do well. But to 
 gain mastery over anger, we need love. And showing love, especially toward people who have 
 hurt us, does not come naturally. In fact, only the supernatural love of Christ can overcome the 
 hatred we may feel for our enemies.
 When the Romans and the Jews hatefully killed Jesus Christ, he could have called on God’s 

 army of angels to stop and destroy them (see Matthew 26:52-53). But instead he responded in 
 love, asking the Father to forgive them. When Jesus gave himself for us on the cross, he 
 certainly obeyed the law—do not kill. But he did far more: he fulfilled the greatest law of love.
 Prayer
 O God, help us not to add to the anger in our world today. Help us not only to control our 
 anger but also to overcome it with your love. And thank you for showing us the way of love, 
 through Jesus. Amen.

MAIL
 PO Box 1

 West Concord, MN  55985

 E-MAIL
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 FAX 507-645-9878

 www.dodgecentermn.com
 For advertising information,

 call Terry at 507-951-7417 or email:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 Published monthly by Mainstreet Publishing LLC.
 ©2022 Dodge Center Messenger.  All rights reserved.

When certain trials in our life take hold of
us, how do we respond? Do we turn our face
toward the danger and take it head on, or do
we wilt and let fear overcome us? Over the
last few years of my life I have had to answer
these questions head on in ways I would not
have otherwise imagined.
All of us here have had to answer the same
questions. Do we give up? Do we hide? Do
we pretend the situation is going to go away?
Or, do we take on the problem head on?
Jesus was faced with these questions when
he was warned in Luke 13:31-35—by some
Pharisees no less—that Herod wanted him
dead and he should stay away from
Jerusalem. Jesus’ response to imminent doom
was to call Herod a fox and set his eyes to-
ward Jerusalem. He was intent on facing the
danger.
This courage is fascinating to me. Not only
does it require Jesus to be confident in his
mission, but he also must make himself vul-
nerable at the same time. Quite literally, when
Jesus turns his face toward Jerusalem and ac-
knowledges he will die there he makes him-
self vulnerable. Vulnerable to suffering,
vulnerable to death.

And that, I think, is important to mark. Be-
cause, as a culture, we do not often equate
vulnerability with courage and strength. We
equate vulnerability with care, love, and con-
cern, perhaps, but not often with courage and
strength. At our worst, we see vulnerability
as a sign of weakness, something to be
avoided at all costs.
We see this with our political leaders all

the time. How often do they go out of their
way to show any sign of weakness? How
often are they willing to take a position that
leaves them vulnerable?
Instead, they puff out their chest and will

not admit defeat and will go out of their way
to show their dominance, and, if they were to
ever to show a sign of weakness, we would
be weary to the fact they have ulterior mo-
tives for their actions; that they might have
something up their sleeve or they are pander-
ing to a certain group of people.
It is quite an opposite message with Jesus.
His glory was not going to be found in puff-
ing out his chest and dominating. His glory
was going to be in death. God loves us so
dearly and yearns to protect us so much he
will make himself vulnerable, even to death,
for us.

We are just over four weeks away from one
of the two most consequential events in all of
history. The first event is God coming to live
among us as Jesus, the second event is Jesus
dying on the cross for our sins. It is Jesus pur-
posefully putting himself in the way of dan-
ger, torture, and death.
In the lead up to Easter, may we reflect on
Jesus’ courage and vulnerability as he places
himself in danger for us. May we allow our-
selves time to reflect even now on the sacri-
fice Jesus made for us. And may we too find
a courageous vulnerability in the trials and
tribulations of our lives.

The Vulnerability
of Jesus

By Peter Moen

Dorothy Mae Gross
Dorothy Mae
Gross, 83, of Kas-
son, MN, formerly
of Dodge Center,
MN, died on Sun-
day, March 13,
2022 at Prairie
Meadows Senior
Living in Kasson,
MN.
Dorothy was
born on February

5, 1939, the daughter of Robert and
Gertrude (Heimberg) Klossner in Pine Is-
land, MN. She graduated from Kasson
High School in 1957. She was united in
marriage on January 18, 1958 to Alvin
Gross in Kasson, MN.
Dorothy worked as a daycare provider for
many years in the Dodge Center and Kas-
son communities. She also worked as a

nurse aid in Hayfield and helped with physi-
cal therapy. Dorothy enjoyed flowers, camp-
ing, gardening, dancing and listening to
Bluegrass music. She was a member of Praise
Fellowship Church in Dodge Center, MN.
She will be deeply missed by his family and
friends.
Dorothy is survived by her children,
William Gross of Farmington, MN, Bruce
(Jan) Gross of Tarpon Springs, FL, Cindy
(Rodney) Severson of Jacksonville, FL, and
Cheryl (Nhut)Tran of Rochester, MN; sister,
Alice Klossner of Rochester, MN; sister-in-
law, Judy Klossner; brothers-in-law, Chuck
Koenig, Herman Stahl, and John Foley; 10
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. She
was preceded in death by her husband,Alvin;
parents, Robert and Gertrude; 4 sisters, Lina
Torgenson and her husband Lowell “Butch”,
Margaret Foley, Amanda Stahl, Rose Koenig
and 2 brothers, John and Ernie.
The family wishes to thank Prairie Mead-

ows for the wonderful care of both Alvin
and Dorothy and to Moments Hospice for
their compassion in Dorothy’s final days.
The funeral service will be at 11:00 a.m.
Thursday, March 17, 2022 at Czaplewski
Family Funeral Homes, 801 7th St SE in
Kasson, with Pastor Roger Langworthy of-
ficiating. Visitation will be held 4:00 -7:00
p.m. Wednesday, March 16, 2022 at the fu-
neral home and one hour prior to the serv-
ice Thursday. Interment will be in Fairview
Cemetery in Hayfield, MN. You are invited
to join a live stream of the funeral service
on the Czaplewski Facebook
page; https://www.facebook.com/Czaplews
ki-Family-Funeral-Homes-Crematory-
336420016774213/.
To share a special memory or condolence
please visit www.czaplewskifuneral-
homes.com, Czaplewski Family Funeral
Homes, 801 7th St SE Kasson, MN 55944
(507)634-6510. Blessed be his memory.

Obituary
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Obituaries
Marion Ann Johnson
Marion Ann Johnson, 76, of Dodge Center,

MN passed away on
Saturday, February
12, 2022, in Harlin-
gen, TX near their
winter home in Rio
Hondo, TX.
Marion was born
on June 19, 1945, in
Steele County, MN,
west of Blooming
Prairie, to Henry and
Marion (Awes)

Haberman. She attended school in Ellendale,
MN, graduating from there in 1963. After
graduation she moved to Owatonna, MN.
Marion met Harold Johnson and they mar-
ried on July 16, 1966, celebrating 55 years to-
gether. After marrying they made their home
in Houston, MN. They welcomed their first
child, Vickki in March of 1967. They lived
there for two years, then moved to Stew-
artville, MN. They made their forever home
in Dodge Center, MN in Harold’s family
home. They welcomed their second child,
Sueann in February of 1971.
Marion was a stay-at-home mother, then
was a daycare mother to many children.
When Harold took over his own printing busi-
ness, which became Dodge County Printing,
Marion became his business partner in this ad-
venture. They welcomed their third child,
Amanda in September of 1982. In 2017,
Amanda honored them with their grand-
daughter, Brooke.
Marion and Harold enjoyed many traveling
adventures including all of the continental
United States. When Harold retired and Mar-
ion semi-retired, they were able to spend 24
years wintering in Rio Hondo, TX. They en-
joyed the warm weather, friends, Mexico, and
the beaches of South Padre Island. Marion
also enjoyed knitting, embroidery, jigsaw puz-
zles, word find, and crossword puzzles, read-
ing and baking especially with Brooke.
Taking care of Brooke was their favorite thing
to do and she was their joy.
Marion was a member of the American Le-
gionAuxiliary and board member. She was a
past member of the Kasson Chamber of Com-
merce, where Harold and Marion were named
“Business People of the Year”.
Marion is survived by her husband, Harold;
daughters, Vickki, Sueann, and Amanda
(AdamHanenberger); granddaughter, Brooke;
sister, Jenelle Gallus; and sister-in-law, Char-
lotte Haberman; Harold’s brother, Lloyd and
many nieces and nephews; along with many
that called her mom and grandma.
She was preceded in death by her parents;
stepmother, Zenobia Haberman; brothers,
Gerald and Donald; brother-in-law, Leonard
Gallus; Harold’s parents, Sever and Frances;
Harold’s brother and his wife, Richard and
Donna Johnson.
A memorial service was held at 2:00 p.m.

time to hold and love her.
When her favorite person was in the room,
she would spot him, head straight for him and
“nothing else matters”. You always knew
where she would be for the rest of the time.
Although LaMae was a Daddies girl, the only
person that she would cuddle up with was her
Mommy who she shared her loving stubborn
heart with.
LaMae got to spend four amazing months
being loved on by her Grandma until her day-
care mommy, Lisa was able to take over. She
was surrounded by her loved ones during her
final moments where the brave first respon-
ders did everything in their power to save her
until the end where she went to walk with
Jesus;
LaMae leaves behind to cherish her mem-
ory; her loving Mommy, Daddy and Sister,
Allison, Jacob and Emma Rislov; Grandpar-
ents, Grant and Barb Erler, and James Rislov;
Julie Rislov; Aunts, Uncles and Cousins,
Vanessa and Nick Haltvick (Harrison, Stella,
Calvin, Walter), Grant and Sarah Erler (Pre-
ston, Laryssa, Reid), Michael Rislov, Cory
and Becky Rislov (Harper, Mason), Joseph
Rislov (Brooklyn); Great Grandmas, Kaye,
and Judith; and many, many loving Great
Aunts and Uncles;
LaMae is welcomed into Heaven by her
Great Grandparents Harold and LaMae Erler,
Bob and Dorothy Fitzgerald, Don and Pearl
Rislov, and Richard McGinley
LaMae will be deeply missed, but always
remembered and will live on in all of our
hearts;
Funeral service for LaMae was at 11:00 am
on Monday, February 28, 2022, at Faith
Lutheran Church in Dodge Center, MN, with
a time for visitation one hour before. Visita-
tion for LaMae was held from 4:00 pm to
7:00 pm on Sunday, February 27, 2022, at
Faith Lutheran Church in Dodge Center,
MN. Interment took place at Concord Ceme-
tery in West Concord, MN.

Susan “Sue” Marie Virnig
Susan “Sue” Marie Virnig, 60, of Dodge

Center, MN passed
away on Saturday,
February 26, 2022,
at Mayo Clinic Hos-
pital in Rochester,
MN.
Sue was born on
May 27, 1961, in
Lanesboro, MN to
Gerald John and
Ruth Louise (Col-
gan) Virnig. She

grew up in Dodge Center and attended school
there, until she met Jim Plank in 1981. Sue
and Jim had three children. She had many
hobbies including playing cards, fishing,
camping, playing bingo, and bonfires sur-
rounded by family and friends. Sue had a
contagious laugh and loved many.
Sue is survived by her lifelong partner,
James (Jim) Plank of Dodge Center, MN;
daughters, Jennifer Plank of West Concord,
MN, Carri (Michael) Peters of Dodge Cen-
ter, MN, and Rose (Rudy) Bailey of Kasson,
MN; sisters, Marianne (Dan) Champagne of
Bemidji, MN, Sandy (Wayne) Sanford of
Dodge Center, MN; four grandchildren,
Kendall, Raydenn, Raelynn, and Rena; and
many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents
and three brothers, Bill, Bob, and Pete.
A celebration of life was held from 4:00-
7:00 p.m. Friday, March 4, 2022, at the
Dodge Center Community Center located in
the City Hall building, 35 E Main St Dodge
Center, MN 55927.
To share a special memory or condolence
please visit
www.czaplewski funera lhomes .com,
Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 25 South
Street SW P.O. Box 502, Dodge Center, MN
55927 (507) 374-2155. Blessed be her mem-
ory.

Donald A. Hope
Donald A. Hope, age 91, of Nerstrand died

on Monday, Febru-
ary 28, 2022, at the
Regina Hospital in
Hastings.
Donald Albert
Hope, the son of Carl
and Milla (Quale)
Hope, was born on
August 9, 1930, in
Faribault. He grew
up on a farm near
Nerstrand. During

WWII his four oldest brothers served in the
US Military, while he and his other two
brothers stayed back and ran the family farm.
Donald did various jobs, setting bowling
pins, working at Andrew’s Nursery, fire
watch up north and working at McQuay’s.
He returned to farming and also working con-
struction. He was a proud member of the
Carpenters Local #7. He worked on several
overpasses for the construction of I-35 and I-
494. He also helped construct buildings at St.
Olaf and Carlton Colleges, Owatonna High
School, District 1 Hospital in Faribault, and
the Owatonna Power Plant. He was an active
member of Valley Grove Church, serving in
several different leadership rolls. On Decem-
ber 28, 1954, he married Kathleen O’Hara in
Faribault. Donald enjoyed walks in the
woods, photography and fishing. He was a
talented wood worker. He built several
pieces of furniture; many pieces for his fam-
ily. He also enjoyed bird watching, turkey
hunting, canning jellies and sauces, and bak-
ing his own bread. Donald was a voracious
reader and had a library of vary wide subject
matter. Almost all of his reading was for in-
formation. He would spend hours studying
maps including lake maps with their depths.
He is survived by his daughters, Nadine
(Randy) Langworthy of Dodge Center, Eliz-
abeth Hope (special friend Brad Neset) of
Nerstrand and Kari Hope of Ely; grandchil-
dren Karma (Chad) Baumgartner, Belden
Hope, Patrick (Erin) Moravitz, Samuel
(Claire) Moravitz and great grandchildren
Trevor Thomas, Derik, Jenna and Braden
Baumgartner, Milla, Evie Hope, Ella Perish,
and Leland Moravitz. He is preceded in
death by his parents, son David Hope, sister
Carol Gunhus and brothers, Harding, Glenn,
Russell, Philip, James and Allan.
Visitation was held from 4:00pm until
7:00pm on Thursday, March 3, 2022 at
Michaelson Funeral Home in Kenyon and an
hour prior to the service at the church. Fu-
neral services will be held at 11:00am, on Fri-
day, March 4, 2022, at the Valley Grove
Church northwest of Nerstrand.

Saturday, February 26, 2022, at Faith
Lutheran Church, 308 2nd Street NW in
Dodge Center. Pastor Mike Zaske officiated.
Visitation was from 12:00 p.m. until the time
of the service Saturday. Inurnment will be
held at a later date in Riverside cemetery in
Dodge Center, MN.
To share a special memory or condolence
please visit
www.czaplewski funera lhomes .com,
Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 25 South
Street SW P.O. Box 502, Dodge Center, MN
55927 (507) 374-2155. Blessed be her mem-
ory.

LaMae Pearl Rislov
For 473 days, we had our beautiful baby girl

LaMae Pearl Rislov.
LaMae came into
this world two
weeks early on No-
vember 7, 2020, and
as fast as she came
in, she was called
home to be with the
Lord on February
23, 2022. On Janu-
ary 3rd 2021, LaMae
got the honor of

wearing her Great Grandma LaMae’s bap-
tismal gown, becoming a member of the fam-
ily of God.
We are proud of our miracle 10.5 pound
NICU baby that was constantly on the go
keeping up with her big sister Emma. Emma
loves her baby sister with all her heart, she
would constantly say they were twins, by re-
peating each other and dressing the same.
You could often find Emma and LaMae play-
ing babies together, and Emma teaching
LaMae about her favorite subject, dinosaurs.
You always knew where LaMae was as she
would announce her presence on the karaoke
machine that her sister so graciously taught
her how to use. She had an infectious smile
with a shit eating grin, a cute little dimple and
a glow that would light up the whole world.
The only thing that was bigger than her smile
was her appetite. One time we went to town
and bought five containers of raspberries and
we only made it home with one container left
to eat. The only thing that could upset LaMae
was when you didn’t feed her fast enough, as
she had her father’s appetites with a never-
ending stomach.
When she was learning to walk, she would
get so excited after taking two steps that she
would giggle, fall down, attempt to get back
up, make it part way back up, fall down, and
attempt it two more times before taking off
crawling because to her that was always the
faster way. (You can tell by her rug burned
knees). On occasion she could even be found
crawling around at Papa James’ house clean-
ing the floor. Although LaMae didn’t walk
much on her own, all of that time being held
and carried will always be cherished as extra

WE’RE ONLINE!
Keep Up With Your 
Hometown News at

www.dodgecentermn.com
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Obituary & Triton News

Also involved areAimee Hampton as music
director and pianist, John Schreiber as techni-
cal director, and Sadie Short as choreographer.
Ticket prices are $4 for students and $6 for
adults, and they may be purchased in advance
at the high school office. Audience members
are encouraged to get advance tickets because
it's sure to be a family crowd-pleaser, and the
school would like to ensure enough room for
everyone.
The musical Annie has a long tradition on
Broadway and in movies, and it’s no stranger
to the Triton stage. Schreiber herself per-
formed in it when she was a sophomore at Tri-
ton. “I chose Annie for several reasons,” she
says, “but one of the main ones is that I feel
the message is very encouraging. Annie is an
orphan, but no matter her circumstance or the
bad news she receives, she is continually
grateful and optimistic. The beating heart of
this show is her optimism, and I believe that’s
why this show is so beloved.”
The story’s plot is simple: Annie, a poor or-
phan living under the tyrannical presence of
Miss Hannigan, dreams of a better life, and
that opportunity is given through Mr. War-
bucks, a billionaire who soon realizes love is
missing in his life. The only problem is Miss

Hannigan’s brother Rooster, who schemes for
a better life, using Annie to try to make that
come true. The musical features many well-
known songs such as “It’s a Hard-Knock
Life,” “Easy Street,” “I Don’t NeedAnything
but You,” and of course, “Tomorrow.”
The talented cast and crew are busy putting
the final touches on the show, finalizing
songs, lines, choreography, and getting ready
for the first performance on March 30th. Jun-
ior Jude Gosse, who plays Mr. Warbucks,
states, “My favorite part of the musical so far
has been singing, practicing, and overall im-
proving my skills as an actor and musician.”
SeniorAugust Kozisek, playing Rooster Han-
nigan, adds to that: “I love that I get to be-
come a character with a vastly different
personality from my own. I also enjoy doing

the fun accents with this character.”
All involved, from the directors to the cast
and crew, hope people come to see the show.
Senior Kai Zill, playing Grace Farrell, says,
“People should come to the musical because
it's going to be super exciting!” Junior Mad-

die Jarrett, playing Annie herself, concurs:
“Everyone has put in so much hard work and
it's fun to perform. I hope that the people who
are coming to see it enjoy it as much as I do!”
Contact the high school office at (507) 418-
7520 for more information.

Curtain Rises
on Annie
March 30, 31,

and April 1 and 2
(continued from page 1)

Nancy Irene Kuball
Nancy Irene Kuball, 78, of Dodge Center, MN passed away peacefully on March 10,

2022 at Season’s Hospice House, Rochester following a coura-
geous battle against pancreatic cancer. Nancy was born June 24,
1943 in Morristown, MN to Ernest and Mildred (Michael) An-
derson.
Nancy grew up in Morristown and was graduated from Mor-
ristown High School. After high school, she attended Ancker
Hospital School of Nursing in St. Paul, MN. She graduated as a
registered nurse in July of 1964. On November 28, 1964, she
married her high school classmate & college sweetheart, Milton
Kuball. In 1973, Milt and Nancy moved to Dodge Center, MN
where together they raised four children.
Nancy worked as a registered nurse for 41 years. She worked
at St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester, MN for 37 years before re-
tiring in 2005. Nancy was a proud member of the Fairview Nurs-
ing Home Ladies Auxiliary in Dodge Center, MN.
Nancy really enjoyed reading, traveling, fishing and spending
time at their cabin on the lake. Nancy and Milton spent as much
time as they could at their cabin. There they enjoyed relaxing
and just being together. They also enjoyed fishing, sunsets,
campfires and spending time with their friends. The thing Nancy
treasured the most was spending time with her family. She was
very proud of her children and grandchildren. She made sure
they all knew they were loved.

Nancy is survived by her husband Milton of Dodge Center; sister Audrey (Howard)
Ridgeway of Eagan; children Terri (Mitch) Hallaway of Claremont, Greg (Darloe) Kuball
of Kasson, Jeff (Jo) Kuball of Rochester and Troy (Julie) Kuball of Pine Island as well
as seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
A Celebration of Life for Nancy will be held at a later date.
All memorial gifts will be donated to charities that are special to the family.
Dibble Funeral Home & Cremation Services – Kasson is in charge of arrangements.
Online condolences may be shared at www.dibblefuneralhome.com.

Obituary
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Superintendent
Schlichting
Honored for
Earning AASA
National

Superintendent
Certification®

Dodge Center, MN – Craig Schlichting Su-
perintendent at Triton Public Schools, was
among the nearly 30 Minnesota superintend-
ents recognized on March 10th for success-
fully completing the AASA National
Superintendent Certification Program®.
The program, administered by AASA, The
School Superintendents Association, is a col-
laborative effort with AASA state affiliates,
the National School Boards Association, and
business and corporate leaders. The master
teachers and guest instructors have all been
sitting superintendents and have proven track
records of success.
“AASA’s National Superintendent Certifi-
cation Program® is one of the best profes-
sional development experiences I’ve ever had
as an educator,” said Schlichting “Given the
uncertainty of today’s unprecedented times, I
felt the program was so invaluable because it
provided me with ample opportunities to

work with like-minded peers from across the
state who challenged each other to improve.
As the nation works to strengthen our public
schools, I would highly encourage superin-
tendents from across my state of Minnesota
and the country to enroll in this outstanding
program.”
“In the COVID world we live in, excellence
in public school system leadership has never
been more vital to our children’s well-being,”
said Steve Sallee, executive director, South-
east Service Cooperative, in Rochester,
Minn. “The AASA National Superintendent
Certification Program® provides superin-
tendents with opportunities to engage in a
world-class professional learning opportu-
nity. I am pleased to congratulate Superin-
tendent Schlichting for completing the
program, an initiative that provides on-the-
ground coaching, mentoring and support
from individuals who are experiencing the
same challenges and successes that superin-
tendents from across the country are experi-
encing.”
The AASA National Superintendent Certi-
fication Program® sharpens the skills that
successful superintendents identify as essen-
tial for leading in today’s complex and chal-
lenging education environment. The program
was developed by superintendents, exclu-
sively for superintendents, and is led by sea-
soned and successful superintendents.
For more information, contact Mort Sher-
man, AASA associate executive director,
Leadership Network, at msherman@aasa.org

or Amy Sichel, lead superintendent, at
amy.sichel@aasa.org.

About AASA
AASA, The School Superintendents Asso-
ciation, founded in 1865, is the professional
organization for more than 13,000 educa-
tional leaders in the United States and
throughout the world. AASA’s mission is to
support and develop effective school system
leaders who are dedicated to equitable access
for all students to the highest quality public
education. For more information, visit
www.aasa.org.

TRITON CLASS OF 2022
2022

SPONSORED BY

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Ag Drainage
 Residential
 Excavation

 Municipal & Directional
 Drilling Serviceswww.hodgmandrainage.com

 507.528.2225

ISABELLA SELTHUN

Isabella Selthun is a senior at Triton High 
 School.
 Her parents are Alisha and Greg Selthun 

 and she has one brother.
 Isabella is active in Student Council, MHS, 

 Link Crew and is class president.
 She also participates in Triton athletics in 

 basketball, cross country, track and field 
 and trap shooting.
 Outside of school she is a life guard and 

 teaches Sunday School.
 Her hobbies include cooking, baking and 

 watching cooking shows.
 Her favorite music is country and 

 Christian pop. Her favorite artist is For 
 King and Country
 After graduation she plans to go to 

 Liberty University in Lynchburg, VA for 
 electrical engineering and a minor in 
 business management

Triton FFA Steak Feed
The Triton FFA held their annual Steak Feed in West Concord at the Faith Community
Church building on Saturday March 5th . They served a total of 544 meals.

Craig Schlichting, Superintendent
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Steel, Farm Machinery, Car Bodies, Aluminum, 
 Copper, Batteries, Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm • June-October Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408   I   www.ldrecycling.com

Specializing in Unique Jewelry,
Clocks & Custom Trophies

 TATGE JEWELRY
625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN 55946  •  (507) 789-6522 or 1-800-58-TATGE

 tatgejewelry.com

Local Convenience    Hometown Service    Small Town Savings

Turn-over Specialist needed for 
 Vacation Rental.  

 Reliable, detail-oriented self-starter 
 with own transportation.

 Part-time.  Preference given to those 
 with previous Hotel experience.

 Pays Cash.  

 Call or text 507-517-2183

 Vacation Rental 
 Housekeeper 

 Wanted

Keeping You Informed 
 During this Difficult Time

 www.kymnradio.net

Triton News

When I first began classes in educational
leadership, I remember a class in which we
were given an assignment to define who we
were and who we were going to be as an ad-
ministrator. It was a unique opportunity that
helped me to reflect on what I valued and
what I believed. I learned that my core reason
for being in education was to help students. I
came to the realization that I really wanted to
be in education because of the teachers that
had a positive impact on my life. My teachers
helped guide me through difficult life experi-
ences. This assignment helped me become
very aware of how important and special
those educators were to me. I can honestly
say that without their help, I would not have
considered the option of going to college.
Living through this pandemic has created ad-
ditional stresses to our lives. I have found that
I have needed to reflect on that assignment
and focus on why I am in the field of educa-
tion in the first place. I have reflected on the
advice that I have given to students over the
years and learned that I needed to listen to my
own advice.
After I obtained my license from all those
“principal” classes, I often found quotes or
sayings that helped in my quest to help stu-
dents. I posted those things in my office so I
could refer to them when I met with students.
The first of those was a quote from Publilius
Syrus. “Many receive advice, but only the
wise profit from it.” In the role of a principal,
you often find yourself giving advice, but you
are often giving it to individuals that are not
in the mood to hear it. They were often upset

and emotional and may have even wanted to
argue about the righteousness of their per-
spective. I would listen to their perspective,
and then offer advice. I would tell students
that it was advice that they were free to use as
they saw fit. If they ignored it, and repeated
the behavior, then I usually found another op-
portunity to share it with them more than
once. This process provided me an opportu-
nity to listen to students and often learn that
their behavior was simply an act of frustra-
tion. It was due to circumstances creating
stress in their life that manifested itself in the
form of poor behaviors in school. Finding the
root of that stress and helping a student
process through that frustration is truly grat-
ifying. Understand why they were in the of-
fice in the first place, and then what they
could do to address the situation that was
causing the behaviors. It really is a teaching
process, only the subject matter was behav-
ior. I realize that at times there are conse-
quences that are associated with the poor
choice in behavior, but the art of teaching a
student to learn from their mistakes is what it
is most important. The process of listening
and understanding a student’s perspective is
important, they need to feel heard. When we
listen, we learn about their stress, the cause of
their behaviors. They need help and support
to process their stress, and advice on how to
work through it. This brings up another im-
portant step in working with students, the dis-
cussion of perspective. The perspective you
choose will impact how you view things. The
easy response for a student when you ask
them to correct or change is, “I can’t do that”
or, “that will never happen.” To which I
replied, “you’re right.” If you have the per-
spective that you can’t change or correct
something, you won’t. You need to have a
different perspective to make a positive
change. You need to begin with believing
that you CAN. You must understand that the
choices we make influence the outcome of
any situation.
This is much like the analogy of the glass of
water that is half-full or half empty. The per-
spective of looking at what you have, a glass
that is half-full of water versus what you
don’t have. A glass that is half-empty. Either
answer is correct, but what you choose to
focus on is a choice. It is also important to

Craig Schlichting
Superintendent

Cobra
Communications

understand that which you can control, and
that which is out of our control. Learning to
focus on the things we can control, and not
worrying about the things that are out of our
control.
This often leads to a discussion about how
many of the things we do, begin with a
thought. Focusing on what we think about is
something we CAN control. When we work
to create a positive thought loop it creates an
opportunity of positive results. I use this
quote to explain the power of positive
thoughts.
“Watch your thoughts, they become your
words; watch your words, they become your
actions; watch your actions, they become
your habits; watch your habits, they become
your character; watch your character, it be-
comes your destiny.” Lao Tzu
I am going to admit that the first three years
of being the superintendent at Triton have
been difficult and stressful. I know that this
has also been a difficult time for our families,
staff, and students. My first three years as a
superintendent are not at all what I had envi-
sioned. It has been a challenging time in my
career. Even though there are many chal-
lenges we have had to endure, I am learning
to use much of my own advice that I have
given to students in the past. It leads me to
another great quote from a Cherokee Proverb

that says:
” There is a battle of two wolves inside us
all. One is evil. It is anger, jealousy, greed, re-
sentment, lies, inferiority, and ego. The other
is good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, humility,
kindness, empathy, and truth. The wolf that
wins? The one you feed.”
I think difficult times can create opportuni-
ties. For me, even though it has been difficult,
I have found comfort in advice that I have
given others and humility in the fact that I
need to follow it myself. An activity that we
have done with staff over the past few years
is to ask them “why” they are in the field of
education.
My “why” is because I feel better when I
can help others feel better. I hope that you
know that you are not in this pandemic alone,
and it is important to help each other feed the
good wolf. How you react and respond to dif-
ficult times is a choice. Making the choice to
be happy is related to my favorite quote from
Abraham Lincoln.
“Most people are as happy as they make up
their minds to be.”
I hope that by writing this article, I have
been able to help someone, I know it has
helped me to reflect on the amazing opportu-
nities that I have had to work with students
in my years as an educator.

GO COBRAS!
#WeAreTriton



March 16, 2022 Page 7- DODGE CENTER MESSENGER/GOLDEN LINK -



Page 8 March 16, 2022- DODGE CENTER MESSENGER/GOLDEN LINK -



March 16, 2022 Page 9- DODGE CENTER MESSENGER/GOLDEN LINK -



Page 10 March 16, 2022- DODGE CENTER MESSENGER/GOLDEN LINK -



March, 2022 Page 11- DODGE CENTER MESSENGER -

By most estimates, well over half of all cats and dogs in the United States are overweight.
 Dr. Gene Pavlovsky, a small animal veterinarian at the University of Illinois Veterinary Medicine So uth Clinic in Urbana, says that those extra pounds can have 

 serious health consequences for pets. He has suggestions for keeping your pet at a healthy weight.
 “In order to tell if a pet is considered overweight or obese, we use a scale called the body conditi oning score,” Dr. Pavlovsky says. This is a subjective measure 

 based on physical examination and criteria. Small animal medicine commonly uses two body conditionin g score systems, one on a five-point scale and the other on a 
 nine-point scale. In both systems, 1 refers to the animal being very thin or emaciated; a very overw eight pet ranks as 5 or 9, depending on the scale. An ideal score is 
 at the midpoint of the range, or 3 on the five-point scale and 4.5-5 on the nine-point scale.
 During an annual physical exam, the veterinarian will feel the pet s ribs and determine how much fat  is covering them. The more fat that is present, the more 

 overweight the pet is. At an ideal weight, the ribs should be easily felt without having to press to o firmly.
 “In cats specifically, the body conditioning score criteria involves looking at the animal from the  side,” Dr. Pavlovsky explains. “During this part of the exam, I am 

 looking for an abdominal fat pad that is more easily seen from the side to determine the score.”
 “Oftentimes, pet owners won t notice that their pet has gained weight,” Dr. Pavlovsky says. Owners s ee the pet every day and are surprised when they learn that 

 their pet is overweight. Dr. Pavlovsky says that owners will often report that their pet is slowing  down as they age or that they are limping. Both of these signs can be 
 exacerbated by weight gain.
 “In cats, increased weight gain often doesn t allow them to groom themselves properly or use their l itter box,” Dr. Pavlovsky says. As a result, they may have an 

 unkempt hair coat and the owners may notice inappropriate urination and defecation just outside of t he litter box.
 Dr. Pavlovsky explains that there are several proven connections between weight gain in pets and the ir health. For example, overweight pets are more likely to 

 develop diabetes and orthopedic diseases.
 “Pets that are overweight typically have mobility issues that can lead to reductions in both quality  of life and life expectancy,” Dr. Pavlovsky says. The pet could 

 struggle going up and down steps to reach their food or litter box or to get outside. A pet may stru ggle to jump up in bed or into a car like they used to be able to do.
 If a pet owner notices any of these signs or that their pet has gained weight, it is important to se ek the advice of a veterinarian on how to safely help the pet lose 

 weight. The veterinarian will make sure that there aren t any other health issues with the pet and m ake recommendations.
 “It is vital to a pet s health to not just reduce the amount of food that a pet is fed,” Dr. Pavlovs ky says. In cats, simply reducing the food they eat may create problems 

 for their internal organs.
 “There are so many different diets available to pet owners that it can be overwhelming,” Dr. 

 Pavlovsky notes, as he offers some broad advice.
 His first recommendation is to choose a reputable brand that has been around for a long time 

 and has veterinary nutritionists on staff. He also says the life stage of the food should be right f or
the age of the animal; for example, a puppy should be eating a specifically labeled “puppy food” 
 and an adult dog should eat a diet designed for adults.
 Owners should also look for an Association of American Feed Control Officials (AAFCO) 

 statement on the bag. This ensures that the food follows the rules and is complete and 
 balanced.
 The amount to feed listed on the pet food bag gives a good starting point, but is based on the 

 pet s ideal weight, not the weight that they are currently at.
 “Owners need to remember that any other food—human table scraps or treats—that their pet 

 gets adds calories to the diet,” Dr. Pavlovsky says. It is important to use consistent treat brands 
 versus switching between brands to avoid stomach upset, and calories from treats should make 
 up less than 10% of the diet. It s generally advisable to avoid giving human food as treats.
 Dr. Pavlovsky emphasizes that overweight pets are a very common problem, but one that can 

 be resolved. Love and affection can be given in other ways than food, such as through 
 interaction and training.
 “Veterinarians are available to help pets lose weight safely and help pets do what they love for 

 as long as possible,” he says.
 If you have any questions about pet obesity, contact your local veterinarian.

Dodge Vet Clinic
 17 Airport Road N.
 Dodge Center, MN

 374-2125
 M-F 8am to 5pm; Sat. 8am to Noon

915 N. Mantorville Ave., Kasson
 634-6781

 M-W-F 8am-5pm; Tues-Thurs 8am-7pm; 
 Sat. 8am-Noon

Brought to You By:

The Problem of Overweight Pets

5Ways to
Spring Clean
Your Routine

Community

(StatePoint) Falling short of your goals? In a
period of stagnation? It may be time to spring
clean your routine. Here are a few tips and
ideas for getting more done with greater ease.
1. Spruce up your settings: Do you find
some of the push notifications on your phone
distracting? Give yourself the gift of fewer
beeps and buzzes by spending just a few min-
utes reviewing and changing the notification
settings of your apps.
2. Squeeze in self-care: Taking regular
breaks from your work is essential. Not only
are these interludes good for your mind and
body, they can actually help you be more cre-
ative and productive. However, if you’re
someone who loses track of time easily when
you’re concentrating, you may need a tool to
remind you to step away from your worksta-

tion. That’s where a watch like those in the
G-Shock lineup can be of assistance.
Equipped with multi-function alarms, a step
tracker and a heart rate monitor, you may just
be motivated to use your break to take a brisk
walk.
3. Reduce mealtime stress: If weeknight
dinners are rushed and chaotic but you don’t
want to resort to takeout more than once or
twice a week, try subscribing to a meal kit
service that delivers all the ingredients and
instructions you need to create delicious and
wholesome home-cooked meals. The good
news is that many such services have ever-
changing menus, as well as flexible options
for those who are on special diets. These kits
can also be a good way for kitchen novices to
master basic culinary skills before embark-
ing on more complicated efforts.
4. Stay focused: Everyone is overscheduled
these days. Having tech tools handy that keep
you task-oriented can help ensure you never
miss an important meeting or appointment.
Those who embrace classic styles should
consider Casio Edifice watches. Particularly
suitable for those who frequently travel or

work with others in different time zones, the
watch displays the time of cities all around
the world. And because the watches are
water-resistant and in many cases, solar-pow-
ered, it’s a timepiece you can rely on.
5.Write it down: On the first of each month,
take a few moments to jot down any goals
you have for the month ahead, as well as any

NATALIE WEBB FAMILY AQUATIC CENTER
 2022 EMPLOYMENT

TThhee CCiittyy ooff DDooddggee CCeenntteerr wwiillll bbee aacccceeppttiinnggTThhee CCiittyy ooff DDooddggee CCeenntteerr wwiillll bbee aacccceeppttiinnggThe City of Dodge Center will be accepting 
aapppplliiccaattiioonnss ffoorr aaqquuaattiicc cceenntteerr eemmppllooyymmeennttaapppplliiccaattiioonnss ffoorr aaqquuaattiicc cceenntteerr eemmppllooyymmeennttapplications for aquatic center employment 
uunnttiill TThhuurrssddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 3311,, 22002222 aatt 55::0000 pp..mm..uunnttiill TThhuurrssddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 3311,, 22002222 aatt 55::0000 pp..mm..until Thursday, March 31, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.

TThhee ffoolllloowwiinngg ppoossiittiioonnss aarree bbeeiinngg ooffffeerreedd::TThhee ffoolllloowwiinngg ppoossiittiioonnss aarree bbeeiinngg ooffffeerreedd::The following positions are being offered:
MMaannaaggeerr,, LLeeaadd LLiiffeegguuaarrddss ((AAssssiissttaanntt MMaannaaggeerrss)),,MMaannaaggeerr,, LLeeaadd LLiiffeegguuaarrddss ((AAssssiissttaanntt MMaannaaggeerrss)),,Manager, Lead Lifeguards (Assistant Managers), 

LLiiffeegguuaarrddss && WWaatteerr SSaaffeettyy IInnssttrruuccttoorrss,,LLiiffeegguuaarrddss && WWaatteerr SSaaffeettyy IInnssttrruuccttoorrss,,Lifeguards & Water Safety Instructors,
FFoooodd CCoouurrtt SSttaaffff,, CCrroossssiinngg GGuuaarrddss aanndd BBaatthhhhoouussee//FFoooodd CCoouurrtt SSttaaffff,, CCrroossssiinngg GGuuaarrddss aanndd BBaatthhhhoouussee//Food Court Staff, Crossing Guards and Bathhouse/

FFrroonntt DDeesskk AAtttteennddaannttss ((RRoottaattiioonn))..FFrroonntt DDeesskk AAtttteennddaannttss ((RRoottaattiioonn))..Front Desk Attendants (Rotation).

AApppplliiccaannttss mmuusstt bbee aavvaaiillaabbllee ttoo wwoorrkk ddaayyss,, nniigghhttss,, aanndd wweeeekkeennddss..AApppplliiccaannttss mmuusstt bbee aavvaaiillaabbllee ttoo wwoorrkk ddaayyss,, nniigghhttss,, aanndd wweeeekkeennddss..Applicants must be available to work days, nights, and weekends.
CCooppiieess ooff aallll LLiiffeegguuaarrdd,, WWSSII aanndd CCPPRR cceerrttiiffiiccaattiioonnss mmuusstt aaccccoommppaannyy tthheeCCooppiieess ooff aallll LLiiffeegguuaarrdd,, WWSSII aanndd CCPPRR cceerrttiiffiiccaattiioonnss mmuusstt aaccccoommppaannyy tthheeCopies of all Lifeguard, WSI and CPR certifications must accompany the 

aapppplliiccaattiioonn.. CCoommppeettiittiivvee wwaaggeess!! RReeiimmbbuurrsseemmeenntt ffoorr ttrraaiinniinngg!!aapppplliiccaattiioonn.. CCoommppeettiittiivvee wwaaggeess!! RReeiimmbbuurrsseemmeenntt ffoorr ttrraaiinniinngg!!application. Competitive wages! Reimbursement for training!
AApppplliiccaattiioonnss aarree aavvaaiillaabbllee aatt DDooddggee CCeenntteerr CCiittyy HHaallll oorr oonn tthheeAApppplliiccaattiioonnss aarree aavvaaiillaabbllee aatt DDooddggee CCeenntteerr CCiittyy HHaallll oorr oonn tthheeApplications are available at Dodge Center City Hall or on the

CCiittyy’’ss wweebbssiittee aatt wwwwww..ccii..ddooddggeecceenntteerr..mmnn..uussCCiittyy’’ss wweebbssiittee aatt wwwwww..ccii..ddooddggeecceenntteerr..mmnn..uussCity’s website at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us

habits you want to start or stop. Take time to
note how you are planning to fulfill your ob-
jectives.At the end of the month, review what
worked and what didn’t.
Getting out of a rut can be as simple as mak-
ing a few tweaks to your routine. Lean on
tools and strategies designed to help.
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Local Government

Dodge Center Council Minutes
SUMMARYCOUNCILMINUTES
Monday, February 14, 2022
This published information is a summary of the full minutes of the February 14,
Dodge Center City Council meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for view-
ing at City Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.
Present: Bill Ketchum, Gary Trelstad, Cathy Skogen, Matt Maas, Bryce Lange, Tina
Kozisek, Dave Kenworthy, Gerald Runnells, Rod French, Tim Swift, others.
The City Council approved the following items:
• Agenda, minutes, and accounts payable as presented;
• Resolution 2022-009,AResolutionApproving a Conditional Use Permit for Hamilton
Real Estate Group;
• Purchase of AEDs for City Hall and the Library and a case for City Hall;
• Advertising for Aquatic Center Staff;
• $400 payment for US-14 Partnership Membership;
• Purchase of new overhead doors for the Fire Department;
• Hiring three new Volunteer Firefighters;
• Hiring a paid on-call Ambulance member
Meeting adjourned at 6:51 pm

SUMMARYCOUNCILMINUTES
Monday, February 28, 2022
This published information is a summary of the full minutes of the February 28,
Dodge Center City Council meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for view-
ing at City Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.
Present: Bill Ketchum, Cathy Skogen, Paul Blaisdell, Matt Maas, Bryce Lange, Tina
Kozisek, Mark Barwald, Angie Jarrett, AJ Gengler, Tracy Morrow, David Myrom, Jacob
Schauf, others.
The City Council approved the following items:
• Agenda, minutes, and accounts payable as presented;
• Staff to apply for the DNR Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan Grant;
• Garbage hauler licenses for Waste Management, Skjeveland Enterprises, and Home-
town Haulers;
• Resolution 2022-010, Certifying Delinquent Utility & Fire Charges to County Audi-
tor for Collection;
• Hiring City Gardener;
•Adding a $50 fee to water bills on properties that have a manual read meter or no meter
and have not upgraded or installed a water meter after 30 days’ notice;
• Maintenance Supervisor and City Administrator to make a purchase of a used dump
truck up to the budgeted amount;
• Resolution 2022-011, Authorization to Execute Minnesota Department of Transporta-
tion Agency Agreement for federal Airport Expenses Reimbursement;
• Xcel Energy placing a street light at the intersection of 2nd Street NE and Highway
Street, and $10 per month billing;
• Giving maintenance employees a $600 yearly stipend instead of uniforms provided
by Cintas;
• Monthly stipend for staff members that would choose the option of using their personal
cellphone for City business instead of carrying a second phone;
• Reclass of the Administrative Services Coordinator to a supervisor for the Aquatic
Staff and City Hall front office, as well as taking over a large portion of Human Resources,
and making the position a salaried position, and starting the employee at a Step 4 on the
pay scale, retroactive to February 27, 2022.
Meeting adjourned at 6:56 pm

Good Beer.
 Good Drinks.
 Good Times.

 33 E. Main Street
 Dodge Center

 507-374-9425

Pool, Darts, Pull Tabs, E-Tabs,
 On & Off Sale

800 5th Avenue NW
 Kasson, MN 55944

 (507) 634-9500

By Jim Miller
Brought to You By

Dear Savvy Senior,
 My 80-year-old mother, who lives alone, has fallen several times over 

 the past year. Are there any extra precautions you recommend that can 
 help her with this?
 Worried Daughter
 Dear Worried,

 Falls are a big concern for many elderly seniors and their families. Each 
 year, more than 1-in-4 older Americans fall, making it the leading cause of 
 both fatal and nonfatal injuries for those age 65 and older. But many falls can 
 be prevented. Depending on what s causing your mom to fall, here are some 
 different tips that can help prevent it.
 ENCOURAGE EXERCISE

 Weak leg muscles and poor balance are two of the biggest risk factors that 
 cause seniors to fall. Walking, strength training and tai chi are all good for 
 improving balance and strength, as are a number of balance exercises your 
 mom can do anytime like standing on one foot for 30 seconds then switching 
 to the other foot, and walking heel-to-toe across the room. For additional 
 balance and leg strengthening exercises, see the National Institute on 
 Aging s (NIA) Exercise and Physical Activity website at NIA.NIH.gov/health/ 
 exercise-physical-activity.
 REVIEW HER MEDICATIONS

 Does your mom take any medicine, or combination of medicines, that make 
 her dizzy, sleepy or lightheaded? If so, make a list or gather up all the drugs 
 she takes – prescriptions and over the counter medications, and contact her 
 doctor or pharmacist for a drug review and adjustment.
 GET A VISION TEST

 Poor vision can be another contributor to falls, so your mom should get her 
 eyes checked once a year and be sure to update her eyeglasses if needed. 
 Also be aware that if your mom wears bifocal or progressive lenses, they too 
 can cause falls, especially when walking outside or going down steps. These 
 lenses can affect depth perception, so she may want to get a pair of glasses 
 with only her distance prescription for outdoor activities.
 FALL-PROOF HER HOME

 There are a number of simple household modifications you can do to make 
 your mom s living area safer. Start by helping her arrange or move the 
 furniture so there are clear pathways to walk through and pick-up items on 
 the floor that could cause her to trip like newspapers, shoes, clothes, 
 electrical or phone cords. If she has throw rugs, remove them or use double-
 sided tape to secure them. In the bathroom buy some nonskid rugs for the 
 floors and a rubber suction-grip mat or adhesive non-skid tape for the floor of 
 the tub or shower, and have a carpenter install grab bars in and around the 
 tub/shower for support.
 Also, make sure the lighting throughout the house is good, purchase some 
 plug-in nightlights for the bathrooms and hallways, and if she has stairs, put 
 handrails on both sides.  For more tips, see the NIA Fall-Proofing Your Home 
 web page at NIA.NIH.gov/ health/fall-proofing-your-home.
 CHOOSE SAFE FOOTWEAR

 Going barefoot or wearing slippers or socks at home can also cause falls, 
 as can wearing backless shoes, high heels, and shoes with smooth leather 
 soles. The safest option for your mom is rubber-sole, low-heel shoes.
 PURCHASE SOME HELPFUL AIDS

 If your mom needs some additional help getting around, get her a cane or 
 walker. Also, to help ensure your mom s safety, and provide you some peace 
 of mind, consider getting her a medical alert device that comes with a 
 wearable emergency button that would allow her to call for help if she were 
 to fall or need assistance.
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By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:
Goats

My older sister believes that everyone
has had at least one great goat story in their
lives.
For her and I it was the time one of the

neighbors down the road received a goat
for Father’s Day. The goat got out and
ended up on our front porch then pro-
ceeded to bleat if my sister did not sit out-
side with it. Our dog went ballistic and had
to be kept inside all day until our parents
figured out whose goat it was.
While they did that we proceeded to

name that goat Kiddie; Kiddie was later re-
named by his owners. We only had Kiddie
for an afternoon but he was a good goat.
About a year or so later our family bought
him and he was delicious when we had

him for dinner.
One of my friend’s goat story is from

when he and his sister kept goats as a 4-H
project back in grade school. Once when
their aunt was staying over to watch them
for a few days she pulled her car up to
their car port in the late evening and heard
a sound coming from inside.
Apparently the sound sounded like there

was someone inside of the car port pre-
tending to be a goat. Naturally since there
was a suspected person pretending to be
a goat hiding in the car port she called the
deputy to come check it out. It turned out
to be one of the 4-H goats bleating like a
person pretending to be a bleating goat.
For one of my sister’s friends their goat

story happened after she told her friends
about her belief in everyone having at
least one great goat story. This friend was
from a big city and had never seen a goat
in person. So everyone in their group de-
cided that they needed to take him to see
a goat.
So his one great goat story is about the

time he was taken to a petting zoo and
forced to pet a goat.
Everyone has at least one great story

about an encounter with a goat. Whether
it is having one show up at your door,
keeping goats that pretend to be people
pretending to be goats or being forced to
pet one by your friends.And if you do not
have one great story about an encounter
with a goat then clearly you have not
spent enough time around goats.

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
Ambulance
Alarm Clock

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor

and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

first and begin to howl. Then we can hear it
in the distance and soon the blue and red
lights go flashing by. It may be the EMT in
the rescue truck, a Stewart County deputy in
a brown SUV or the big, boxy white ambu-
lance.
Down here we joke that the ambulance
chasers are not attorneys, but real estate
agents looking for a house that will be going
on the market shortly. Quite frequently we
go out for breakfast at the local diner, just up
the road, and usually hear what all the com-
motion was about that day. Between the
waitress and the old farmers at the café, we
get the whole story, quite a bit of history and
a great commentary of amusing anecdotes.
The other day we heard on the radio what
one of the calls was about. It was for an
eighty-plus year-old lady who decided to run
into town the first thing in the morning. In-
stead of backing up though, she charged
ahead in her Caddy like a battering ram and
drove right through the front of the house
cruising through the living room, right past
the kitchen and came to a stop on the back
deck. The medics determined she was alright
and the sheriff reported that she mistook the
gas pedal for the brake pedal. No news on if
she will be driving into town anytime soon
though.

We live five miles out of town on a road
that leads to Holiday Shores and Loon Bay.
These lake communities were built on Lake
Barkley and consist of many very fancy
water front properties. They were built over
forty years ago by folks who were loving the
lake life. Now they are barely clinging to life.
It seems about every morning we get a
wake-up call in the form of a wailing siren.
Somebody wakes up down the road and de-
cides to call for assistance. The dogs hear it
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!
News, Photos, Events...

Email your news to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: THE 1940s

ACROSS
1. Decree
6. *U.S./U.S.S.R.'s cold one
9. Harry Potter's mark
13. Syrup flavor
14. ____ Khan
15. Bird of prey's nest
16. Lieu
17. H+, e.g.
18. Bashful or Happy
19. *"1984" author George
21. *Best-selling pop artist Bing
23. Writer ____ Monk Kidd
24. Genghis or Kubla
25. Cranberry habitat
28. Not nice
30. Saddle holders
35. *Boris Karloff's movie "The ____," pl.
37. Actress Barrymore
39. Asian goat antelope
40. Supernatural life force
41. Seethes
43. South African antelope
44. Cook from above
46. Rotisserie part
47. Not odd
48. Italy in Italian
50. What snob puts on
52. .0000001 joule
53. Sound of a dropped tome
55. Beer acronym
57. *____ Doctrine, U.S. foreign policy
60. *"How Green Was My ____"
63. Another word for nutria
64. Ciao in the U.S.
66. Trip guide
68. Surveyor's maps
69. Afflict
70. Will alternative
71. Additionally
72. Nucleic acid
73. Term of endearment

DOWN
1. Emergency acronym
2. *1949 international org.
3. Copycat
4. Chicken feet
5. Christian hymn (2 words)
6. Graveside sound
7. Gone by
8. TV's Yellowstone, e.g.
9. Uses a Singer
10. Underwater hermit
11. Ethereal
12. Gridiron official, for short
15. Apollo Creed's son
20. City in northern England
22. Old towel, e.g.
24. Rollerskater's protector (2 words)
25. *Disney's 1942 orphan
26. Abstractionism using optical illusion
27. Kind of salami
29. Crafts' companion
31. Network of nerves
32. Treasure collection
33. Dreamer?
34. *Popular music style
36. Ship canvas
38. *1939-1945
42. Parallel grooves
45. Acid turns it red
49. "Bingo!"
51. Daryl Hannah's 1984 movie
54. Open up
56. In spite of the fact, arch.
57. Church sound
58. Swedish shag rugs
59. Plotting
60. Velum, pl.
61. Zeal
62. New Haven University
63. IRS employee?
65. Yang's opposite
67. Canny
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