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Announcements
• Lunch Bunch is a group of RHS
Alumni that meets at 11 a.m. the third
Thursday of the month for lunch at Lit-
tle Oscar’s. All alumni and friends are
invited to join us.

Do you have an announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

New Trier, MN 55031  •  651-437-5618
 CLOSED MONDAYS

 OPEN DAILY AT 11am
 SUNDAYS 8:30am to 8:00pm

Fish Fry
 All Day Fridays

 All You Can Eat from 4PM to Close
Saturday Evenings  Prime Rib & BBQ Ribs
 Sunday Morning  Breakfast 8:30am-Noon
 Sundays  All You Can Eat Roast Beef

- Reservations Appreciated -

The Messenger
Recipe Contest

Share your favorite
recipe with other readers
and you can win a free
dinner out on us. Just e-
mail your favorite recipe
to us. Each month we will

feature 2 recipes. If we use your recipe and
print it, you will receive a free certificate.

Recipe
Contest

(see ad on page 6)

Courtesy of Dairystar.com
HOPE, Minn. – The employees of Hope
Creamery collaboratively decided they
would make butter to celebrate over 100
years of being in business; the creamery
turned 102 years old Dec. 22, 2021.
“To me it’s an honor,” Mike Iverson said.
“Most businesses barely make 100 years
old now let alone a business that’s still in
the same building.”
Lori Allard agreed.Mike Iverson (from left), LoriAllard and HudsonMrotz work together to make but-

ter at Hope Creamery in Hope, Minnesota. The creamery turned 102 years old Dec.
22, 2021. photo by Kate Rechtzigel

Over 100 Years
in Business
Hope Creamery continues
tradition for more than a
century

(continued on page 4)

WE’RE 
ONLINE!

Keep Up With Your Hometown News
at

randolphmn.com

Starting in 1948, the National
FFA Board of Directors desig-
nated a weeklong tradition to
recognize George Washington’s
example and legacy as a leader
and farmer. For the past 73
years, FFA members across the
country have taken part in agri-

cultural, leadership and service-based activities
during National FFAWeek.
“National FFA Week is a significant event that
really showcases the heart of our organization,”
says ChristineWhite, chief program officer for the
National FFAOrganization.

Celebrating the Future Farmers and Leaders of America
National FFA Week February 19-26

(continued on page 7)
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Religion

E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
 to the Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger at: 

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

The Church Directory is Sponsored by:

ST. MARK’S 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH

28595 Randolph Blvd.
 www.stmarksrandolph.com

 Pastor Lue Moua
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. & on Facebook

 Bible Study Tuesdays at 9:00a.m.
 & 1st Wednesday at 11:00a.m.

 WELCA 1st Wednesday at 10:00a.m.
 Questions?  Call 507-263-9182

ST. MATHIAS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
 HAMPTON

5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass
 8:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Mass

 Questions?
 Call Mon..-Friday 651-437-9030

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
 CASTLE ROCK

9:00 a.m. Worship Service,
 Coffee After

 10:15 a.m. Sunday School
 Questions?  Call 507-645-0042

 Learning Together
 Scripture Reading — Luke 24:13-19
 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus 
 himself came up and walked along with them. — Luke 24:15

 Social media does not provide a healthy setting for Christian debate 
 on controversial ?issues. It’s too easy for users to sound off with 
 hurtful words over people’s interpretations of Scrip?ture, judging them 
 to be dead wrong or even devil-led.

 Imagine such an online debate between people who believed in 
 Christ’s resurrection and those who considered it fake news. 
 Thankfully, the calm, respectful discussion we find on the road to 
 Emmaus invites a genuine discovery of the truth. Where these two 
 gathered, Jesus showed up and was there with them (see Matthew 
 18:20; 28:20).

 God designed that his people would live, learn, and grow together in 
 community. None of us has perfect knowledge of God’s Word, but we 
 gain insight by studying it with ?others. “As iron sharpens iron, so one 
 person sharpens another” (Proverbs 27:17).

 I have participated in many small groups in which we studied the 
 Bible, which is “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
 in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16), and applied it to life situations. As 
 a pastor, I do not have all of the answers, but I have found that when 
 we communally seek to know him better, Jesus joins us and we sense 
 his presence.

 As Christ-followers, we can scare people away with our insistence on 
 being right, or we can attract people with our invitation to walk and 
 learn together with Jesus as our guide.

23280 Main Street, Hampton
 (651) 437-9535

 300 West Main Street
 Cannon Falls

NOTICE
 Due to COVID-19 check your church website or 

 Facebook page for updates.

 AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
RANDOLPH BAPTIST CHURCH

29020 Dawson Avenue in the heart of Randolph 
 (adjacent to Randolph Public School grounds).

 Sunday School 9:00a.m.
 (children, teen, and adult classes)

 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.
 Jesus and Me (JAM) Kids Club 3:00-5:00p.m.

 first and second Wednesday of the school month.
 Pastor Dennis Ingolfsland

 Questions?  Call church office 507-663-1437

CHRIST UMC

Pastor Gary Liker
 29470 Gaylord Ave., Cannon Falls • 263-2273

 www.christunitedmethodist.org
 Sunday Worship 9:00a.m.

 Adult Sunday School virtually at 10:30a.m. 
 Wednesday Evening Youth Group 7:00-8:30p.m.

STANTON UMC

Pastor Gary Liker
 1020 Hwy. 19 Blvd., Stanton • 507-263-4063

 www.stantonunitedmethodist.org
 Sunday Worship at 10:15a.m.

Business & Subscription
Office:

P.O. Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018

Phone:
507-645-9877

Fax: 507-645-9878
Website: www.randolphmn.com
Place your ad in the next issue

of the
Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock

Messenger.
Call Terry at 507-951-7417

or email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
Published monthly by Mainstreeet Publishing.
© 2022, Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger

All rights reserved.

Keeping You Informed 
 During this Difficult Time

 www.kymnradio.net

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

From 1961- 1994, there was a physical par-
tition between East andWest Germany- right
in the heart of Berlin. The wall virtually went
up overnight! Berliners woke up to find a bar-
rier made up of coiled barbed wires and con-
crete blocks. The wall was 96 miles (154.5
km) long stood and stood between 115 and
15 feet (4.57 meters) tall. There were actu-
ally 2 walls built with a 160-foot death strip
between them. There were 302 watchtowers,
20 bunkers, 55,000 land mines, 259 dog runs,
and machine guns that were activated by trip-
wires.
The wall was built to keep the East Berlin-
ers from going into West Berlin to work- it
was built to keep people in- Walls separate-
As we conclude chapter 8 Paul writes, “And
I am convinced that nothing can ever sepa-
rate us from God’s love.” Paul says- I am
convinced! It isn’t a thought, or just a con-
sideration, or a possibility- he is convinced-
completely certain about something or firm
in one's belief with regard to a particular
cause or issue. He wrote, I am convinced that
nothing can ever separate us from God’s
Love. He is completely certain that there is
nothing- not a thing · not a single thing · not
anything · nothing at all · nil · zero ·naught.
Not one thing can ever—there is no time; past

present or future- separate us- Keep us from-
make a wall, between us and God’s love.
That’s powerful! There’s hope in that verse-
there’s a huge reminder that I have done
nothing that will totally destroy Jesus’ love
for me. There’s nothing he will not forgive,
there’s nothing that can get in the way of His
love for me. Let that soak in- when we’re in
love we fill that way about that special per-
son- we say our vows- until death do us part-
saying that there is nothing that will get in-
between our love for one another- yet, di-
vorce is all around us- Unrealistic
expectations make our marriages a war zone
with walls separating one another. But Paul
says, I am convinced that nothing can ever
separate us from God’s love.” God loves us.
God loves His creation. God loves us so
much that He gave His one and only Son-so
that we may have life with Him forever.
That’s love- undeserved and selfless. That’s
God’s love.
Paul elaborates: “Neither death nor life,”
Death doesn’t even separate us from God’s
love. Even when death takes us- God is
there- His desire is that we go with Him in
death- his heart grieves for those that choose
eternal death without Him. Life as well can’t
separate His love from us- we can choose to
accept it or not- but He has already given it
through His Son.
Then, neither angels nor demons” no mat-
ter the power of the spiritual world- neither
the angels or demons can get between God’s
love for us. The powers of the evil will try-
but they are no match for His Love. Martin
Luther King, Jr.said, “Returning hate for
hate multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness
to a night already devoid of stars. Darkness
cannot drive out darkness; only light can do
that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love
can do that.” The powers of darkness will
try to get the best of us- But Jesus is love
and He is more powerful than the darkest
night or the blackest evil of a person’s heart.
This one hits home a bit more, “neither our

fears for today nor our worries about to-
morrow” Can separate us from God’s love.
We all have our fears and worries don’t we?
Yet, even if we are afraid or worrying about
tomorrow- He still loves us and is patient
with us. He knows us- He desires that we
remember His promises: “That is why I tell
you not to worry about everyday life—
whether you have enough food and drink, or
enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than
food, and your body more than clothing? 26
Look at the birds. They don’t plant or har-
vest or store food in barns, for your heav-
enly Father feeds them. And aren’t you far
more valuable to him than they are? 27 Can
all your worries add a single moment to your
life?
28 “And why worry about your clothing?
Look at the lilies of the field and how they
grow. They don’t work or make their cloth-
ing, 29 yet Solomon in all his glory was not
dressed as beautifully as they are. 30 And if
God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers
that are here today and thrown into the fire
tomorrow, he will certainly care for you.
Why do you have so little faith?
31 “So don’t worry about these things,
saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we
drink?What will we wear?’ 32 These things
dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but
your heavenly Father already knows all your
needs. 33 Seek the Kingdom of God[e]
above all else, and live righteously, and he

Christ our
Ultimate
Conqueror!

will give you everything you need.
34 “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for to-
morrow will bring its own worries. Today’s
trouble is enough for today.” Matthew 6:25-
34. Jesus said- don’t worry- me and my Fa-
ther got this! Even our fears over tomorrow-
can’t separate us from His love!
And we’re to also remember, that “not even
the powers of hell can separate us from
God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or
in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all
creation will ever be able to separate us from
the love of God that is revealed in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” Nothing in ALL Creation
will EVER be able to separate us from the
love of God that is revealed to us in Jesus
Christ!!! I have to say- I really love these
verses! These verses fill me with hope, when
I’m tempted to despair, they fill me with
courage, when I am afraid, and trusting in
this kind of love definitely leaves me feeling
like a conqueror!As a believer- you can have
this same confidence. You can trust in the
Lord Jesus Christ- Our ultimate conqueror-
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Randolph School

We are proud

of our local

Randolph and

Cannon Falls FFA!

DAILY SOUP SPECIALS
Monday - Tomato Basil or *Chicken & Wild Rice

 Tuesday - *Chili or Chicken Noodle
 Wednesday - Lasagna or Roasted Yukon Potato (less than 2% wheat)

 Thursday - Tomato Basil or *White Chicken Chili
 Friday - *Chili or Broccoli Cheese

 Saturday -  Cooks Choice
 *Gluten Free

Soup Season
 ends April 1st

 We will carry Clam Chowder 
 on Fridays in March along 

 with our regular soups.

CALL IN OR ORDER ONLINE AT
 WWW.CANNONBELLES.COM

 Monday-Saturday 7:00am-5:00pm

We will open on Sundays again starting in April
402 West Mill St, Cannon Falls  •  507-757-1155

Come in
 and try our new 

 cheese we made - 
 Colby!

Congratulations to Peter McNamara, Katelyn Hare, and Nathan Leske. They participated
in the Gopher Conference Honor Band. Peter was the soloist in Chasing Sunlight. The
band sounded incredible!! Courtesy of Randolph School

Student artwork from Randolph at the Gopher ConferenceArt Show. Lexi Smith,Ava Bilder-
back, Katelyn Hare are the artists. Courtesy of Randolph School

Randolph Students Artwork Displayed at
the Gopher Conference Art Show

Randolph Students Participate in the
Gopher Conference Honor Band

4451 Upper 291st St. E, Randolph, MN 55065
 507-263-7000

 Randy Linnell,  Owner
 Email: Randy@BigRServiceCenter.com

• Tires  • Alignments
 • 4x4  • Transmission
 • Engine  • Brakes
 • Suspension  • Diagnostics
 • Trailer

 FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
 DIFFERENTIAL REBUILDING

We had a guest speaker to wrap up Kindness Week - RandolphAlum and current Dakota
County Sherriff Deputy Mike Fendrick! Deputy Fendrick talked about kindness and serv-
ice to the community. Courtesy of Randolph School

KindnessWeek at Randolph School
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Community

4354 292nd St E, Randolph
 507-646-0107

 rbar.randolph@gmail.com
 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

 11am-11pm

 HAPPY HOUR: Monday through Thursday
 4:00-6:00pm

 $1.00 OFF  ALL DRINKS!!!!
 - PULL TABS -

Proud to Support the 
 Randolph &

 Cannon Falls FFA!

 “Formerly Red Diamond Saloon”

 Ashley Gergen and Nate Icaza, Owners

Over 100 Years
in Business

(continued from page 1)

“It’s a joy to come to work here,” she said.
“I think we all feel that.”
Iverson and Allard are two of the few em-
ployees who help to make butter every week
at Hope Creamery in Hope.
The creamery is owned and operated by Vic-
tor and Kellie Mrotz. Other employees are the
Mrotzes’ son, Hudson, and Cody Blouin, who
also helps to make the butter, four part-time
truck drivers, a salesman and an office man-
ager.
The first butter churned out of the creamery
was on Dec. 22, 1919.
“Back then, this was a one-stop shop for
farmers as farmers could get their fuel, feed
and milk processed here,” Iverson said. “They
tried to incorporate everything a farmer needs
into one entity.”
At the time, the upstairs part of the building
was also used for community events, 4-H
meetings and a dance hall.
“The building was a modern marvel at the
time because it had two stories and indoor
plumbing,” Iverson said.
Attracted by the building’s history, local
community and the butter, Victor Mrotz knew

he had to do something when the creamery
was looking at closing in 2001.
“I had grown up on a farm where my par-
ents milked cows until I was about 10 years
old,” Mrotz said. “From living in Minneapo-
lis for 16 to 17 years and working as a sales-
man, I was still getting the paper and read that
Hope Creamery was about to close. I could-
n’t let that happen.”
So, Mrotz, who was farming with his dad at
the time, talked to a friend about the cream-
ery and decided to purchase the building in
March 2001.
“Kellie and I taste tested a bunch of differ-
ent butters before we bought the creamery,”
Mrotz said. “We didn’t know if it was differ-
ent at the time, but it was definitely different
in taste and texture. So, we bought the build-
ing, and it’s been in our names ever since.”
The Mrotzes have made changes to keep
sanitation practices up to date, but the gen-
eral butter making process has remained the
same as it was in the 1950s.
“All of our equipment is original from the
‘50s and ‘60s,” Hudson said. “Before that, the
churn was original, but it was run off of a
steam engine.”
Today, they purchase 15,000 pounds of sep-
arated cream from Plainview Milk Products
every other week and process 8,000 thousand
pounds of butter. As a byproduct, buttermilk
is given to pig farmers.
“There is no manual for making butter,”

Hudson said. “You can only learn it by work-
ing alongside other butter makers.”
Gene Kruckeberg was the head butter
maker for 40-plus years; Kruckeberg passed
in 2017. Mrotz’s friend, Jay Logan, worked
under Kruckeberg and took over the position
until he passed suddenly in 2019. Before
passing, Logan taught Hudson and Allard
who later taught Iverson.
“Since then, it’s taken the three of us to
backward engineer the process and piece
everything together,” Hudson said. “It’s still

(continued on page 5)

Hope Creamery churned its first butter
Dec. 22, 1919.At the time, the building was
also used for 4-H meetings, community
events, a dance hall and as a one-stop shop
for farmers where they could get their feed,
fuel and milk processed. photo submitted

WE’RE ONLINE!
Keep Up With Your Hometown News 

at

randolphmn.com
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING FFA!
 2022 National FFA Week February 19-26

www.CannonFallsTrailers.com
Phone: 888.263.7212      Fax: 507.263.9131

 28730 Rochester Blvd. • PO Box 7
 Cannon Falls

Over 100 Years
in Business

(continued from page 4)

the same recipe it was 40 years ago when
Kruckeberg was making it.”
After the cream is received, it goes through
six hours of slow vat pasteurization and then
put in the batch churn.
“The process is really slow; you can’t rush it.
We believe that gives the butter a better flavor
and better product,” Iverson said. “It’s one
step at a time, and every batch is different. You
can’t walk away during any part of the
process.”
Once the butter is made, it is wrapped into
1-pound blocks as either salted, unsalted high
fat or unsalted butter.
“That’s the way it was done a long time ago
with Friday boxes,” Iverson said. “These
boxes were the old way of packaging butter.
You would put the butter fresh off the churn
into a metal or wooden box, let it harden and
then cut the butter with a hand-operated ma-
chine that would use wires to cut the butter
into 1-pound blocks.”
Iverson said new machines are costly, and
the 1-pound blocks are tradition and what the
creamery is known for.
For Iverson and Allard, their favorite part
about the butter making process consists of the
taste testing.
“Five minutes before it’s ready to package,
you get to taste the freshest Hope butter you
will ever taste in your life,” Iverson said. “I

don’t know of anybody who eats more butter
than we do.”
Hudson enjoys the process.
“It’s so methodical and always interesting
every time making butter; there’s never a dull
moment,” he said.
About 70% of the butter is marketed toward
restaurants and grocery stores in the Twin
Cities metropolitan area where Mrotz has the
most experience. The creamery’s first com-
mercial account was the restaurant Lucia’s.
“Lucia’s really believed in us and supported
the eat local food movement,” Hudson said.
“After that, it’s kind of taken off and spread
through word of mouth.”
About 15-20 cases are sold directly from the
creamery to local customers.
“We have people coming who have bought
butter out of this building for three genera-
tions,” Iverson said. “They don’t want us to
stop making butter.An 80-year-old lady came
in here one time and told us about how the
butter reminds her of what her grandma used
to make on the farm.”
Allard agreed.
“We’re always eager to sell butter, and we
can see it in the customers’ eyes that we are
making a difference,” she said. “People
smile.”
After all these years, Hope Creamery plans
to keep making butter in its traditional ways
for many years to come.
“We christened that day this year, and I
think that will be part of the tradition to make
butter that week,” said Hudson of Dec. 22,
2021. “And I think all of us will be on board
to make at least a batch or two on the day of.”

Hudson Mrotz explains how butter is made in the batch churn Jan. 5 at Hope Cream-
ery in Hope, Minnesota. The batch churn is one of the many pieces of original equipment
from the ‘50s and ‘60s. photo by Kate Rechtzigel

36754 Hwy. 56 Blvd., Dennison  •  507-263-5799

 www.garnersupholstery.com

 Residential  •  Commercial  •  Repairs & Modification
 Fabrics  •  Pick Up & Delivery

 Garner’s Upholstery

 For over 30 years,
 doing quality work that lasts.

Proud to Support 
 the Area’s Future 

 Farmers!
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For The Quality & Honesty You Deserve!
 Check out our website - tnprservices.com

Real Estate Sales & Leasing
 300 Oak Street, Farmington, MN 55024

Top Notch Properties
 & Realty Services

651-460-6674

Eric Ruud 
 Owner/Broker
 612-245-4382

Kim Rademacher
 Salesperson
 651-245-1800

Jeanne Werner
 Salesperson
 612-328-1893

Tony VanDeSteeg
 Salesperson
 651-336-7257

495 River Valley Lane, Dundas   $474,900

Single level living at its finest! Great single family home in a 55+ 
 community with two beds and two baths. Enjoy the open concept floorplan 

 with 36 inch doors throughout. Large master bedroom/bath, convenient 
 laundry, abundance of storage, built-ins, four-season porch, gas fireplace, 
 granite countertops, walk-in pantry, large heated garage with safe room. 

 Outside lends to private back yard and great views! Don’t let this 
 practically new home get away!  Call Eric today for a showing!

Dairy Inn is a local landmark, continuously operated since 1956. It is an independent 
 seasonal ice cream shop and grill with loyal customers. Property has a small indoor 
 dining area, walk-up windows suited well for pandemic times and ample parking. 
 Kitchen was completely remodeled in 2018, to include: wiring, plumbing, gas lines, 
 walls/ceiling, epoxy floor, cooktop/fryers, tankless water heater, hood vent, ansul 

 system, POS, etc. This place is ready to go! Sale includes the business, furniture, fixtures, 
 equipment, and real estate. Cannon Falls is a busy community in the summer, with Lake 
 Byllesby, the Cannon Valley Trail and Cannon River all nearby, and sources of customers.  

 Call Eric today for a showing!

1401 N Highway 20, Cannon Falls  $314,900
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www.syngenta.com  •  Stanton, MN

The National FFA Organization 
 promotes the growth of tomorrow’s 
 agricultural leaders through education.
 We salute Cannon Falls and Randolph 
 FFA members for their dedication to 
 developing leadership skills, 
 confidence and career direction that 
 will help them succeed in their
 chosen fields.
 From hard work on the farm to 
 important lessons in the classroom,
 FFA has shown its strength and 
 determination to achieve success.

Enjoy one of our many weekend dinner  features including

 Friday Night Fish and  Prime Rib every Saturday,
 plus weekend breakfast Sunday morning.

 Join Us for Sunday Supper!  Now Open until 8:00pm Sundays
 Reservations Welcome - Call 507-645-9992

 or Email: firesideloungedennison @gmail.com
 to Make Your Reservation

 (Put “Reservation Request” in the subject line)
37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 

 Kitchen: Wed. & Thurs. 4:00-8:30 PM (Bar Open Later)
 Fri. & Sat. 11:00 AM-9:30 PM (Bar Open Later)

 Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
 www.firesidelounge.net

Saluting
 Our Area’s

 Future Farmers! “Local chapters use this as an opportunity
to highlight program success, recognize com-
munity supporters and amplify the mission of
the organization.”
This year, more than 700,000 FFA mem-

bers will spend the week of Feb. 20-27 de-
veloping their potential for premier
leadership, personal growth and career suc-
cess through agricultural education.
They will do so in creative and innovative
ways. Whether volunteering to clean up the
local fairgrounds or throwing a citywide
party to celebrate the 1732 birth of our first
president, there is no limit to how this week
can be recognized.
“It could be hosting a breakfast for teach-
ers, an open house for FFA supporters or be-
stowing chapter-level degrees. It truly is an
opportunity to celebrate all things FFA. As a
former member and agricultural educator,
FFAWeek is something I always looked for-
ward to since it was a way to share my pas-
sion for the organization,” White says. “FFA
members should embrace the planning, exe-
cution and celebration that occurs with de-
veloping activities and events for FFAWeek.
The skills of teamwork, communication and
advocating are ones you will carry with you

beyond your FFA experience.”
Keep track of all that is happening by fol-
lowing #FFAWeek on your social channels.
Find more about all the resources available at
FFA.org/National-FFA-Week.
Thank you, Alumni and Supporters!
Whether they wore the blue jacket or sup-
port an organization they were never a mem-
ber of, these individuals are celebrated on
National FFA Alumni and Supporters Day.
Since 1971, alumni and supporters have
found ways to significantly contribute to their
local chapters. Jeremy Krerowicz, the past
president of the Denmark FFA Alumni in
Wisconsin, fondly remembers his time as a
member, and he used those experiences as
motivation to lead the 2020 Outstanding FFA
Alumni and Supporters Chapter.
“Our members love to see the students
grow,” Krerowicz says. “We love seeing
them being recognized at state and national
conventions, during their chapter banquet and
throughout the community. It shows that we
are doing our part. We help them with the re-
sources they need to get that far.”
In every state in the nation, alumni and sup-
porters chapters work to create environments
where people and communities can develop
their potential for premier leadership, per-
sonal growth and career success. They are
raising funds to send members to the Wash-
ington Leadership Conference, hosting stu-
dents with supervised agricultural
experiences (SAEs), helping to advocate for
their local chapters and more. 2022 marks the
51st anniversary of the National FFAAlumni
Association. Thank you, alumni and support-
ers!

FFA

Celebrating the
Future Farmers
and Leaders of

America
(continued from page 1)
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Removing the Grime, Revealing the Shine
 507-663-9006

 Email: info@dubbelstruckwash.com
 www.dubbelstruckwash.com
 5224  284th St. East, Randolph

 Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm; Sat. 9am-Noon; Sun. Closed
 After Hours by Appointment

 MPCA Monitored • EPA Compliant • DOT State Regulated

RANDOLPH
 5320 284th Street East

 507.649.1258

HAMPTON
 23450 Emery Avenue

 507.649.1258

 Safe.  Affordable.  Easy.
 www.randolphstoragellc.com
 info@randolphstoragellc.com

PPrroouuddllyy SSuuppppoorrttiinnggPPrroouuddllyy SSuuppppoorrttiinnggProudly Supporting
RRaannddoollpphh FFFFAARRaannddoollpphh FFFFAARandolph FFA

Laura Freeberg (Cell: 612-396-0533)
 Geri Geiken (Cell: 651-353-4676)

Phone: 507-263-4276  •  Fax: 507-263-4207
 www.freebergins.com

We are proud to support
 Cannon Falls and Randolph FFA!

Milo Peterson Ford Co.
Beat the Winter Cold with a Ford from Peterson Ford

COME SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.MILOPETERSONFORD.NET
 3020  457th Street Way, Kenyon • 507-789-6113 • SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p. m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.

At Milo Peterson Ford Co., our highly qualified 
 technicians are here to provide exceptional service

 in a timely manner.
 From oil changes to transmission replacements,

 we are dedicated to maintaining top tier customer service, for both new and 
 pre-owned car buyers! Allow our staff to demonstrate our commitment

 to excellence.

 Cold Weather Car Care Call our service
department to schedule
your maintenance needs.
Open Monday thru Friday

7:30am to 5pm.

Race red, 2.7L eco boost, 
 auto, 4 door, 9,817 miles

 #21142U

2020 FORD 
 F-150 XL 
 SUPER 
 CREW

 4X4

$40,999
 Now  2.5L, auto, 76,565 miles, 

 magnetic, 4 door
 #21032D

2015
 FORD 

 FUSION
 SE

$14,788
 Now  32,144 miles, silver,

 3.5L V-6
 #22017U

2018
 FORD 

 EXPLORER 
 XLT
 4WD

Contact
 us for 
 price

 Burgundy, 2.0L eco boost 
 turbocharged, 16,743 miles

 #21208U

2018
 FORD 
 EDGE

$33,999
 Now

 White platinum, 3.5L V-6 
 ecoboost, twin turbocharged, 

 50,855 miles
 #22012U

2017
 FORD 

 EXPEDITION

$35,999
 Now  White, 1.5L ecoboost, 

 32,450 miles
 #22033U

2018
 FORD 

 ESCAPE 
 SEL
 4WD

Contact
 us for 
 price
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Just send us your recipe with the ingredient 
 list and preparation instructions and we will 

 draw 2 recipes each month to run in the 
 Messenger with your name as the submitter.

 E-mail your recipe to 
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com
 If we use your recipe and print it, you will receive a 
 free certificate.  Be sure to include your name and 
 address so we can mail you a gift card if your entry

 is the winner.

 Recipe
Contest

Show your friends and neighbors as

well as all the readers your

culinary expertise!

The original Minnesota Tater Tot Hot Dish
 We’ll walk you through how to make this classic tater tot casserole recipe. There 

 are lots of variations on the hotdish, but this easy recipe is a good place to start. 
 You’ll need:

 3/4 to 1 pound ground beef
 1 small onion, chopped
 Salt and pepper to taste
 1 package (16 ounces) frozen tater tots
 1 package (16 ounces) frozen mixed vegetables
 1 can (10-3/4 ounces condensed cream of mushroom soup, undiluted
 2/3 cup 2% milk
 1 cup shredded cheese

 To start, break out your favorite large skillet—
 cast iron works great here! Heat it over medium 
 heat, then add the ground beef and onion. Season 
 with salt and pepper and cook until the meat is 
 cooked through. Drain any excess grease.

 Transfer the ground beef and onion mixture to a 
 greased, two-quart baking dish. Top with the 
 frozen tater tots.

 In mixing bowl, whisk together the milk and 
 condensed soup and then pour it over the 
 potatoes. Top with shredded cheese—use 
 whatever cheese you like best.

 All that’s left is to pop this hotdish into a 350ºF oven and bake uncovered for 30 
 to 40 minutes, or until heated through.

 Serve this up with a quick side salad and some homemade rolls and you’ve got 
 dinner! If you really want a full Midwestern experience, try these dessert recipes 
 right from the heartland. They’re just the way to finish off this hearty meal dontcha 
 know!

February 19-26, 2022

Excavating • Septic Installs • Septic Pumping • Grading • Basements • Driveways • Demolition

 Proud to Support 
 Randolph FFA!

 Office:
 651-775-3873

 Randolph, MN
 otteexcavating@yahoo.com

 www.otteexcavating.com

Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

 Fertilizer • Seed • Soil Sampling • Chemicals • Custom Application • Field Scouting
 Bulk, LP, Gas and Diesel Fuel

Proudly 
 supporting

 our area
 FFA Chapters!
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Rural Routes

www.nerstrandag.com

Byron Agri Center
 302 Byron Ave N, Byron

 800-944-2297

 Cannon Falls Agri Center
 216 Dakota, Cannon Falls

 507-263-2140

 Nerstrand Agri Center
 415 Main St, Nerstrand

 507-645-7972

Proud to
 Support

Strese’s Tree Service, Inc.
 www.streses.com

 12312  110th St. E., Dennison, MN  55018

 Phone: Cole 507-298-1005
 Email: cole@streses.com  •   Fax: 507-645-6066

PPrroouudd ttoo SSuuppppoorrttPPrroouudd ttoo SSuuppppoorrttProud to Support
NNaattiioonnaall FFFFAA WWeeeekk!!NNaattiioonnaall FFFFAA WWeeeekk!!National FFA Week!

MBG Property Management
 4725 Excelsior Blvd. Suite 300

 Minneapolis, MN 55416
 (952) 465-3584 Phone

 (952) 465-3587 Fax
 www.mbgprop.com

 NEW OWNERSHIP & 
 NEW MANAGEMENT

 Now Leasing!
 Income Based Housin g
Clean, Safe, Affordable 

 Housing
 Freeborn Manor 

 Apartments
 224 Hoffman St. W

 Cannon Falls, MN  55009
 (507) 263-4716

Funds Available to
Update Livestock

Operations
Apply by April 5, 2022,
for the AGRI Livestock

Investment Grant
Minnesota livestock farmers and ranchers
seeking to improve their livestock operation
are encouraged to apply for an additional
round of the Agricultural Growth, Research
and Innovation (AGRI) Livestock Investment
Grant program. The Minnesota Department
of Agriculture (MDA) anticipates awarding
up to $443,000 using a competitive review
process in this round.
TheAGRI Program’s Livestock Investment
Grants encourage long-term industry devel-
opment in Minnesota’s $7 billion livestock in-
dustry through investment in facilities,
infrastructure, and equipment. Funding for

the grants comes through the AGRI Program
to advance Minnesota’s agricultural and re-
newable energy industries.
Applicants may apply for up to 10% of the
first $250,000 of an eligible investment.
Grant awards can range in size from $400 to
$25,000. Each livestock operation is eligible
to receive a lifetime maximum of $50,000
from this grant program. To be eligible for re-
imbursement by this grant, you must be in-
voiced and pay for all project materials and
services after January 1, 2022.
Project examples include buildings or facil-
ities for the production of livestock or live-
stock products, development of pasture for
use by livestock, including but not limited to
lanes, watering systems, and fences, and
equipment for livestock housing, confine-
ment, feeding, and waste management.
We must receive your proposal no later than
4 p.m. on Tuesday April 5, 2022, for it to be
considered. We encourage you to use our on-
line application.
More information about the grant can be
found on the AGRI Livestock Investment
Grant website.

WE’RE ONLINE!
Keep Up With Your Hometown News

at

randolphmn.com
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Local Government
Hampton City Council Special Meeting
and Regular Meeting Minutes fo
January 11, 2022
The Hampton City Council met on Tuesday,
January 11, 2022 at the Hampton City Hall
for a special meeting and the regular sched-
uled meeting. Present were Mayor John Knet-
ter; Council Members Cindy Flodeen, David
Luhring, Anthony Verch and Nick Russell.
Also present was Brad Fisher with Bolton and
Menk; Chris Meyer, City Treasurer; and Tim
Quast.
Special Meeting Called to Order – The
purpose of the special meeting was to discuss
Resolution #2022-01 – Setting salaries, fees,
licenses and permits, charges for services,
schedules, appointments and annual designa-
tions. Mayor Knetter called the special meet-
ing to order at 6:34 pm. Mayor Knetter began
the discussion by asking Councilor Russell if
he would like to take on the role of Hockey
Rink Manager, and about being paid for his
work on the hockey rink. Russell stated that
he doesn’t need any compensation, and that
any money he would be paid for his work he
would rather have invested into the hockey
rink. He also mentioned that Tim Quast, who
is helping him with the hockey rink mainte-
nance, would be coming to the meeting to ad-
dress Council about needs for the rink.
Discussion ensued about current maintenance
issues that need attention. Councilor Luhring
asked Russell if he would accept compensa-
tion for the work. He pointed out that, if Rus-
sell wasn’t doing the work gratis, then the
City would hire someone else to do the work.
Luhring told Russell that he feels the Hockey
Rink Manager should receive compensation
for the work, but if Russell wants the funds to
be invested back into the rink, he can donate
them back to the City for that purpose. Rus-
sell stated that he is fine with doing that.
Knetter stated that election judge hourly rates
had not been changed for several years and
asked Councilors for their opinion about a
rate. A rate of $17.50 per hour was decided
upon.
He also mentioned that the City will be hir-
ing someone to handle the election duties pre-
viously handled by the City Clerk. Luhring
commented that he felt the fee for copies is
low, considering the high cost of copy ma-
chine toner, and stated that he would like a
$0.10 increase for that fee. Councilor Verch
commented that, when comparing hourly
wages and what the increase for election
judges will be, he feels the Cleaning Staff po-
sition should have a similar type of increase
because she does a good job and it would help
with employee retention. He suggested an in-
crease from $15.91 per hour to $17.00 per
hour.
For hourly rates of other employees, Knet-
ter suggested a 4% increase for the City Clerk
and Treasurer and a 3% increase for all other
employees. Knetter asked Brad Fisher of
Bolton and Menk if the City’s sewer access
fee of $1,850 is in line with that of other
cities. Fisher stated that it is but that it is on
the low end. Knetter would like that fee to in-
crease $150 to $2,000. Discussion regarding
which date to move the November Council to
because the second Tuesday in November is
election day. Councilors agreed to change the
November meeting date from the 8th to the

15th .
Knetter asked if anyone had any other sug-
gestions for changes to the fee schedule.
Chris Meyer, City Treasurer, mentioned that
the City may want to look at its water/sewer
quarterly fees for next year. Councilor
Luhring commented that it was discussed
when fees were last increased that the City
should increase fees regularly to keep up
with operating cost increases.
Councilors reviewed the 2022 Appoint-
ments and Designations. Councilor Russell
stated that he would be willing to help out
with the parks. Councilor Verch asked Rus-
sell if he wanted to take on that designation
being he was already taking care of the
hockey rink. Verch stated that he then would
assume the designation for Water Meter
Maintenance. Russell agreed to that.
Adjournment – Motion by Verch sec-
onded by Luhring to close the special meet-
ing. All voted in favor. None opposed.
Motion passed 5:0.
The special meeting closed at 6:57 p.m.
RegularMeeting called to Order - Mayor
Knetter called the Regular Scheduled Meet-
ing to order at 6:58 p.m. Present were Mayor
John Knetter; Council Members Cindy
Flodeen, David Luhring,Anthony Verch, and
Nick Russell.
Disclosure of Interest – Mayor Knetter
stated that he works for the City’s
Water/Sewer Department.
Approval of December 14, 2021 Regular
Scheduled Meeting Minutes – Motion by
Luhring seconded by Verch to approve the
December 14, 2021 Regular Scheduled
Meeting Minutes. All voted in favor. None
opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
Approval of Disbursements – Motion by
Luhring seconded by Verch to approve the
January disbursements. All voted in favor.
None opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
Public Comment – Mayor Knetter asked
Tim Quast, who was in attendance, if he
would like to address Council now, or if he
would like to wait until the Parks Report is
done. Quast chose to speak now. He stated to
Council that he has been taking care of the
ice rink this winter with Councilor Russell.
He is wondering if Councilors plan to make
improvements to the ice rink, as he has ideas
on what is needed to improve the facility. He
asked if funds are available for making im-
provements. Knetter thanked Quast for his
work at the ice rink and told him that funds
are available in the Parks budget for im-
provements. Quast said that one of the ideas
he has is to put some sort of mat down and/or
sandbagging around the rink to prevent water
from escaping when they are filling the rink.
Quast also suggested that the City use a trac-
tor with a snowblower attachment for snow
removal. He said that he has a tractor and
could get a snowblower attachment and do-
nate the use of that to the City. He told Coun-
cil that current snow removal equipment can
cause damage to the ice. Russell commented
that, after the last snowfall, the skid loader
caused quite a bit of damage to the ice.
Councilor Verch mentioned that, even in the
summer the rink surface is in bad shape. He
thought the City might want to mill it down
and possibly put a white silicone coating on
the surface to improve ice conditions. He

asked that Quast work with Russell regard-
ing potential rink improvements.
Petitions, Requests, and Communica-
tions – None
Ordinances and Resolutions: Resolution
2022-01 – Setting salaries, fees, licenses and
permits, charges for services, schedules, ap-
pointments and annual designations – Mayor
Knetter stated that this resolution confirms
the recommendations made by Council dur-
ing the special meeting. Motion by Verch
seconded by Russell to approve Resolution
2022-01. All voted in favor. None opposed.
Motion passed 5:0.
Resolution 2022-02 – Regarding the Ad-
ministration of the Wetland Act of 1991 –
Discussion among Councilors that they re-
membered that this came up before, and that
it was pretty standard, but they couldn’t re-
call why they opposed the resolution. Mayor
Knetter asked Brad Fisher to review the res-
olution and give his opinion regarding pass-
ing it. Fisher stated that the wording in the
resolution was pretty standard. He said that,
by approving the resolution the City would
give up some control regarding wetland is-
sues, but at the same time the City would
have to have a professional to handle admin-
istrative issues. He stated that he and other
employees of Bolton and Menk are generally
on the application side of wetland issues, not
administration. Discussion ensued regarding
the loss of control on wetland issues, but

Knetter feels that the County would work
with the City on any wetland issues that come
up in the future. Motion by Verch seconded
by Flodeen to approve Resolution 2022-02.
All voted in favor. None opposed. Motion
passed 5:0.
Reports of Officers, Boards, and Com-
mittees:
Engineer Report – Brad Fisher with Bolton
and Menk had one update for Council. An-
other meeting has been scheduled with
MNDOT regarding the Hwy 52 reconstruc-
tion project. The purpose of the meeting is to
follow up with MNDOT regarding the status
of their design as a whole, but also as it
specifically relates to the City and the ball-
field drainage issues. Fisher, Cory Bienfang,
and a couple of other individuals from Bolton
& Menk have done a high-level analysis of
the drainage issues to determine possible op-
tions of what could be done to correct the
problem. So, the plan is to meet with
MNDOT officials to see if the design they
have planned will correct the drainage issues.
If not, Bolton and Menk will have options to
present to MNDOT at the meeting.
Water / Sewer Report – Mayor Knetter re-
minded Council that the PanelView control
replacement project is on hold until Marlin
Reinardy, Water/Sewer Superintendent, re-
turns fromArizona.

507-412-9813 •  advantagehearingcenter.com
 ZUMBROTA:  1605 Main St, Suite 200  •    CANNON FALLS : 100 South 4th St.

 FARIBAULT:  1575 NW 20th St

Call today for your FREE, No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

FREE
 Hearing

 Exam

 FREE
 Consultation

 FREE
 2 Week

 Trial

 HUGE
 Selection
 (In-Ear & 
 Behind 

 Ear)

 BLUETOOTH
 Models 

 available
 (Phone & 

 TV)

Jayne Bongers Owner/MN Certified

DON’T LET HEARING PROBLEMS
 SLOW YOU DOWN!

)continued on page 13)
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Park Report – Councilor Verch reported
that he has the new hockey nets assembled
and still has work to do on one.
Street Report – Councilor Luhring re-
ported that plowing is still being done well
and professionally, and that he recently spoke
with Roger Otto, giving him more discretion
on the decision of when to plow the streets
after a snowfall, as currently Mr. Otto calls
Luhring for that decision. Luhring told Otto
that he would give him that leeway now, but
they would revisit the issue if Luhring feels
that changes need to be made regarding the
timing and frequency of plowing.
Old Business –
City Attorney Services – Councilors re-
viewed Korine Land’s November 28th email
at last month’s meeting which stated that
LeVander, Gillen & Miller would no longer
provide prosecution services as of December
17, 2021. At that meeting it was discussed
that the City would need to find a new law
firm to handle its criminal cases, but it was
also discussed that the City may want to have
all of its legal services handled by one firm.
Mayor Knetter stated that, after further con-
sideration, having one firm handle all of the
City’s legal work wouldn’t be an option at
this time because of the pending litigation
with Northfield WiFi. So, the decision
tonight would be to choose a firm to handle
the City’s criminal cases only. Knetter asked
if anyone was familiar with any of the firms
who provided proposals for review. Verch
stated that he is familiar with Dougherty,
Molenda, Solfest, Hills & Bauer, and that

they are a great firm. Discussion ensued re-
garding fees charged by each firm. Russell
mentioned that he also heard good things
about Dougherty Molenda. Knetter men-
tioned that their fees are in line with the other
firms. He asked for a motion on the matter.
Motion by Verch seconded by Luhring to se-
lect Dougherty, Molenda, Solfest, Hills &
Bauer to handle the city’s criminal prosecu-
tion services. All voted in favor. None op-
posed. Motion passed 5:0.
New Business:
Planning Commission Appointments –
Laura Johnson and Nick Russell’s terms
ended in 2021. Both submitted Interest
Forms to serve an additional term. Motion by
Luhring seconded by Verch to appoint Laura
Johnson and Nick Russell to the Planning
Commission. All voted in favor. None op-
posed. Motion passed 5:0.
Designate ARP Local Fiscal Recovery
Funds to be used to purchase a lift station
back-up generator. Mayor Knetter mentioned
that this was discussed after the CUPwas ap-
proved for the county maintenance facility.
He stated that a City resident who lives near
the lift station recommended the purchase of
another generator. Motion by Russell sec-
onded by Verch that ARP Local Fiscal Re-
covery Funds be designated for the purchase
of a lift station back-up generator. All voted
in favor. None opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
Adjournment - Motion by Verch seconded
by Flodeen to adjourn the meeting.All voted
in favor. None opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Judy O’Brien

City of Randolph Regular Council
Meeting January 12, 2022
The regular Randolph City Council meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor
Robert Appelgren.

Roll Call
Present were Mayor Robert Appelgren, Council Members Sarah Podritz, and Todd Car-
lock, Treasurer Sandy Nicolai and Clerk Mary Haro. Jacob Friedrich was absent.

Public Comments
It was asked if we could post the agenda for the monthly meeting on the city website a
few days before the meeting each month.

Minutes
Amotion to approve the December 8, 2021 regular council meeting minutes was made
by Haro, seconded by Appelgren. All voting in favor, none opposed, motion passed 4:0.

Approval of Treasurer Report
Sandy indicated water bills will go out this month. Amotion to approve the Treasurer's
Report was made by Podritz, seconded by Haro. All voting in favor, none opposed, mo-
tion passed 4:0.

Approval to Pay Bills
There were several in/out checks for the Fire Department and there was also a donation
from the Ferguson Foundation to the Fire Department. Motion to approve the payment of
bills as written was made by Podritz, and seconded by Haro. All voting in favor, none op-
posed, motion passed 4:0.

Old Business
Nothing this month

New Business
Dakota County Deputy Deputy Adam Suedkamp was present and asked if we had any-
thing to discuss. It has been quiet because of the cold weather.

List of Committees
Acting Mayor – Sarah Podritz Parks - Mayor Robert Appelgren and Clerk Mary Haro
Sidewalks - Council members Jacob Friedrich and Sarah Podritz Streets – Mayor Robert
Appelgren and Council member Jacob Friedrich Wellhead –Clerk Mary Haro and coun-
cil member Todd D. Carlock Civil Defense - Reed Kosir Building Inspector – Mark
Ceminsky CityAttorney - Korine Land of Levander, Gillen &Miller Prosecution Firm for
City – Campbell Knutson City Engineer - Bolton & Menk Official Bank - Merchants
Bank Official Newspaper - Cannon Falls Beacon Insurance - Kevin Rodgers - Northfield
Insurance Motion to approve the appointments of the committees for the year was made
byAppelgren, seconded by Podritz.All voting in favor, none opposed, motion passed 4:0.

Building Permit for Stephanie and
Jacob Groenke

We discussed their application for a permit for a new garage. There were several ques-
tions. The building inspector indicated he needs two copies of the signed plans. He also
indicated in looking at the Dakota County property site it shows the property line going
through the building and he thinks some of the property lines could be off so in order for
him to check the setbacks he needs to be sure where the property lines are. He suggests
that a survey be done. They indicated that the current garage is going to be torn down and
this would be a perfect opportunity to make sure the property lines are right and the set-
backs are correct. The lines need to be verified. He also noted that since it is 1500 sq. feet
it needs to have footings and it can't take up more than 30% of the back yard. There were
asked to get an "as built" from Dakota County regarding their septic. Mark also asked
that he get a plot plan that shows the house, septic, and dimensions from the house. This
will be tabled until the February meeting so they can get the information to Mark so that
he can do the review plan.

Bolton & Menk Sewer Update
Matt Blazer of Bolton & Menk gave an update on what is happening with the sewer
project. They meet with one of the property owners and they need to get some more in-
formation so they will meet again within the next month and hopefully have an update at
our next meeting.
Matt had a discussion with Dakota County and they are looking at redoing the County
Road (292nd Street) in the future and it will be a joint project that will result in some cost
savings to the city. They are in the preliminary design stage. They will work with us and
do a joint powers agreement with us. Mark indicated that they plan to hold an open house
in late March or early April to update citizens on the project.

Historical Society Building
Mark noted that the lot is zoned as Public Institutional and there is some discrepancy that
they may have to go through the state to be inspected. It was questioned as to why it was
zoned as public institutional and he was told that they applied for it to be zoned as that. It
was asked if it could be commercial but didn't know if that would change the tax basis or
what else could change. He just wanted to update us on what could is happening with the
building.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Appelgren, seconded by Carlock, the meeting
was adjourned at 7:28 p.m. All voting in favor, none opposed, motion passed 4:0.
Respectfully submitted, Mary Haro

(continued from page 12)
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By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:
Ice Fishing

Minnesota is the land of 10,000 lakes and
as Minnesotans we spend a good chunk of
our lives at the lake. We spend the late
spring and summer out on the lake as well
as the fall and the winter out on the lake.
Basically Minnesotans spend our free time
on the lake.
While the summer months have boating
and playing on the lake all the seasons
have one lake actively in common. Fish-
ing. No matter what there seems to be
some point in every season when Min-
nesotan’s fish weather that be from the
shore, a boat, or by walking out into the
middle of the frozen lake drilling a hole in

the ice and fishing through that.
Now my Southern family is not from up
here, but I did spend most of my child-
hood in Minnesota and well now… I’m
still in Minnesota. So, I have been ice
fishing, once as a child and was so an-
noying that I never got taken again.
Which I was fine with at the time and
am still fine with now. While my older
sister enjoyed ice fishing when we were
kids I did not mostly because I didn't care
for the cold, fishing or walking out onto
the frozen lake.
You might be asking exactly how seven-
year-old RosaLin got herself banned, by
Grandpa, from ice fishing for life. Well as
I have already mentioned it was for being
annoying but it was how I was annoying
that got me banned.
At the time I was very into Lilo and
Stitch on Disney and as a result at the time
I knew a couple of Elvis songs. Which I
sang down the fishing hole the one time I
was taken ice fishing. I must say the fish
of the mid-2000’s were not big Elvis fans
and we did not catch much that day- the
guy on the other side of the lake who
never caught anything did, but we didn’t
nor did others around us.
I honestly think that’s a good enough
reason to never take me again and I’m ok
with that.

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
River Boats

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

payload can take up to half a mile to stop, so
boats on the river are supposed to give the
barges a wide berth. The barges have a draft
of 9 feet when fully loaded but the hull is de-
signed so they don’t create a large wake.
With the number of small fishing and pleas-
ure crafts on the river this is an important
feature.
Crews on the towboats work thirty day
shifts with a month off in between. There are
six to eight guys living on the towboat and
one of them is a full time cook to keep the

One thing that always fascinates me are the
barges moving up and down the Cumberland
River near where we live in Tennessee. They
seem huge, especially when you pass them
on the river in small runabout.
They call them pusher boats or tow boats
and they are about fifty feet long with a 4,000
horsepower diesel engine powering them.
The towboats on the Cumberland River are
limited to a tow of 15 barges lashed three
wide and five long because of the locks at the
dams and the channel of the river. On the
Mississippi River, south of St. Louis the tows
can be three times that size with a pusher
boat with an 11,000 horsepower diesel en-
gine.
Each barge is 195 feet long and 35 feet
wide. It can carry 1,500 tons, which is 15
times the capacity of a rail car and sixty times
the capacity of a semi-trailer. They carry 20%
of the nation’s coal and that is the standard
load that goes up the Cumberland River to
the power plant at Cumberland City. This

crew fed. They like the schedule because it
allows them a free month to hunt and fish.
The towboats have the most modern navi-
gational systems to keep them on course and
a large screen GPS that shows where the boat
will be 90 seconds ahead. There are many
turns in the river and the captain has to keep
that long barge in the center of the channel.
Another challenge is looking out for stalled

fishing or leisure crafts in front of the barge.
In the event of a boat dead in the water ahead
of them, the crew will sprint to the front of
the barge to try and push the helpless boat
aside. The tow boat uses all the power it has
to push the loaded barges up river, but com-
ing back with a tow of empty barges it hardly
works at all.

Northfield  •  507-663-0003

 www.holdenfarms.com

Christmas
 Greetings

 - and -
 Best Wishes

Family Farming Since 1876

Proudly supporting the
 Future Farmers of America!
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!
News, Photos, Events...

Email your news to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: VALENTINE'S DAY
ACROSS
1. Fantasy sports data
6. Accounting acronym
9. Stark daughter on "Game of Thrones"
13. Branch of economics
14. All talk, no action type of service
15. Relating to symmetry, in geometry
16. Base-8 numeral system
17. "____ the land of the free..."
18. Lots and lots
19. *Actor Ryan of "Blue Valentine"
21. *Desdemona's suspicious husband
23. Big fuss
24. Nose-in-the-air type
25. Uber alternative
28. One on a pedestal
30. Moderately wide
35. Eye layer
37. Twelfth month of Jewish year
39. Cheese-covered chip
40. Popped relief?
41. *"Love, ____" movie
43. Splints site
44. Muhammad's teachings
46. Orchestra instrument
47. Past of heave
48. Avoids work, in British slang
50. Give off
52. Dose of sunshine
53. Back seat
55. Hair-raising product
57. *____ valentine, an opposite of love note
61. English author perhaps best known for "The Canterbury Tales"
65. Like Mary-Kate and Ashley
66. Pooh's "wise" friend
68. Bring to an end
69. Potassium nitrate
70. Farm sound
71. Arm bones
72. Back talk
73. Uniting conjunction
74. Imposter

DOWN
1. Smoke plus fog
2. Comes in hard or soft shell
3. Parts of a play
4. ____-____-la
5. Plural of solidus
6. Heidi's shoe
7. *Sweetie follower
8. Cook's cover
9. Wheel holder
10. Cambodian money
11. Two-masted vessel
12. "The Sun ____ Rises"
15. Trash can for fireplace (2 words)
20. Source of lymphocytes, pl.
22. Pull along
24. Dormant state
25. *Famous archer
26. Dispatch boat
27. "____ and whistles"
29. Hodgepodge
31. Mr. and Mrs. Incredible's son
32. Blood of the gods, Greek mythol-
ogy
33. Seven days postmortem
34. *Hive-related endearment
36. Unfortunately, exclamation
38. Rumpelstiltskin machine
42. Stallion's cry
45. Business combination
49. Old Man's turf, according to Hem-
ingway
51. Darjeeling server
54. Smell, usually pleasant
56. Calms
57. Ford Transit and such
58. Pelvic parts
59. Lice eggs
60. Augments
61. Oaf
62. Scoop holder
63. Biblical twin
64. Donna or Lou
67. Got a blue ribbon
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You know us.  We know you.

 CASTLE ROCK BANK
 HOURS: 7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM WEEKDAYS

RANDOLPH
 507.403.2777

CASTLE ROCK
 651.463.7590

FARMINGTON
 651.463.4014

www.castlerockbank.net

GROWING  the FUTURE

HHAAPPPPYYHHAAPPPPYYHAPPY
NNAATTIIOONNAALLNNAATTIIOONNAALLNATIONAL
FFFFAA WWEEEEKKFFFFAA WWEEEEKKFFA WEEK

FFeebbrruuaarryy 1199--2266,, 22002222FFeebbrruuaarryy 1199--2266,, 22002222February 19-26, 2022

Need a Space for 
 Your Next Group 
 or Club Meeting?

Reserve the
 Randolph Community 

 Center
 Contact Melissa or Becky

 at 507-403-2777
 The Community Room is available
 at no charge. Contact us for details.

Keep Your 
 Valuables 

 Safe with a
 Safe

 Deposit 
 Box!

We Offer Ag Loans and Operating Loans
 See us for all your Spring home improvement loan needs!




