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Announcements

• Lunch Bunch is a group of RHS
Alumni that meets at 11 a.m. the third
Thursday of the month for lunch at Lit-
tle Oscar’s. All alumni and friends are
invited to join us.

Do you have an announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

HOURS:
 CLOSED MONDAY-THURSDAY

 Open Friday-Sunday 11:00am-8:00pm
 Catering Available Weekdays & Weekends

New Trier • 651-437-5618
 Scott & Linda Nelson, owners

 Lutefisk Dinner December 6th

 We would like to thank everyone for the support they have given us over the years and their continue d support.

Look forNew Hoursin November!Will be openTuesdays throughSundays

Lutefisk, Meatballs and Gravy, Ham,
 Mashed Potatoes, Glazed Baby Carrots, Cole Slaw, 

 Sweet Soup, Cranberries, Lefse & Dessert
 ~ Reservations are welcomed by December 1st ~

 $24.99  Serving 11:00am to 1:00pm & 4:00pm to 7:00pm
 Take Out Only from 3:00pm to 4:00pm

NEW
HOURS!

4451 Upper 291st St. E, Randolph, MN 55065
 507-263-7000

 Randy Linnell,  Owner
 Email: Randy@BigRServiceCenter.com

• Tires  • Alignments
 • 4x4  • Transmission
 • Engine  • Brakes
 • Suspension  • Diagnostics
 • Trailer

 FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
 DIFFERENTIAL REBUILDING

Thank You
Wewant to ThankYou for your continued

support of the Randolph-Hampton-Castle
Rock Messenger, especially this past year!
In an era of online everything, your

monthly newspaper, continues with an un-
wavering goal to bring hometown news to
you.
Thanks to local advertisers and your vol-

untary subscriptions, we are in your mail
box each month.
Without this support, we would not be

here. We hope you continue to see value in
the Messenger.

Courtesy of Randolph School
Toots Mies was recognized as the Dis-

tinguished Service Award winner in
Rochester tonight at the Region 1A Ac-
tivities Director Banquet for her many
years of driving school bus. Thank you
for your service Toots, you are irreplace-
able!

Toots Mies Recognized
for Years of Driving

School Bus

Christmas Drawing
Enter to win a holiday gift

collection including gift cards
to local restaurants, an 8 pack

of festive cupcakes from
Flour Child Creations and a

$25 gift certificate to
Country Goods!

(see ad on page 3)

(continued on page 10)

Family Fun for All at Dakota City
December 4 & 5 and 11 & 12

Dakota City, located on the Dakota County
Fairgrounds in Farmington, will once again

host its annual CHRISTMAS IN THE VIL-
LAGE event December 4 and 5, and Decem-
ber 11 & 12. Last year, due to covid
restrictions, a drive through event was held,
hosting over 6000 people. This year the event
is live once again, with many of the buildings
open to once again enjoy in person.
Visitors of all ages can take a step back in

time to the early 1900's era rural Dakota

photo courtesy of Dakota City

County Village, and experience the sights and
sounds of living history and Christmas past.
The Village buildings will be illuminated in-
side and out throughout the village.Activities
planned for this years event include the horse
drawn trolley, taking guests thru the streets
of the village.

(continued on page 4)
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Religion

E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
 to the Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger at: 

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

The Church Directory is Sponsored by:

ST. MARK’S 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH

28595 Randolph Blvd.
 www.stmarksrandolph.com

 Pastor Lue Moua
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. & on Facebook

 Bible Study Tuesdays at 9:00a.m.
 & 1st Wednesday at 11:00a.m.

 WELCA 1st Wednesday at 10:00a.m.
 Questions?  Call 507-263-9182

ST. MATHIAS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
 HAMPTON

5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass
 8:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Mass

 Questions?
 Call Mon..-Friday 651-437-9030

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
 CASTLE ROCK

9:00 a.m. Worship Service,
 Coffee After

 10:15 a.m. Sunday School
 Questions?  Call 507-645-0042

 Family Connections
 Scripture Reading — Ruth 4:18-22

 Perez was the father of Hezron . . . Obed the father of Jesse, and 
 Jesse the father of David.    — Ruth 4:18-22

 The first mention of David in the Bible comes in the book of Ruth. 
 David’s story was part of God’s much bigger story. Through the lives 
 of David and many others, God was shaping and molding a people for 
 himself. God called men and ?women into a relationship of grace, 
 responsibility, and adventure.

 The story of Ruth included disappointment, death, and 
 discouragement. But as God worked in the lives of Ruth and Boaz, 
 encouragement, joy, and hope began to shine through. Ruth and Boaz 
 became ancestors of David.

 Family connections anchored David’s life, making his family story 
 an important part of his identity. As Eugene Peterson noted, “The 
 genealogy shows that the story of Ruth and Boaz wasn’t simply a small 
 love story into which they had acci?dentally fallen; rather it was a 
 sprawling love story of epic proportions. For through the union of Ruth 
 and Boaz came David” (Conversations).

 Genealogies show us, in part, how God works in the world. Jesse told 
 his children the stories of Perez, Hezron, Ram . . . Ruth and Boaz, and 
 Obed as reminders of God’s faithfulness throughout the generations. 
 And the thread of those stories went farther back to a couple named 
 Abraham and Sarah, whom God had called into a relationship with 
 himself (Genesis 12). This was part of the inheritance David had even 
 before he was born.

 Prayer: Lord and God, thank you for your faithfulness and for 
 calling me into a relationship with you as part of your story of life for 
 us all. Amen.

23280 Main Street, Hampton
 (651) 437-9535

 300 West Main Street
 Cannon Falls

NOTICE
 Due to COVID-19 check your church website or 

 Facebook page for updates.

 AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
RANDOLPH BAPTIST CHURCH

29020 Dawson Avenue in the heart of Randolph 
 (adjacent to Randolph Public School grounds).

 Sunday School 9:00a.m.
 (children, teen, and adult classes)

 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.
 Jesus and Me (JAM) Kids Club 3:00-5:00p.m.

 first and second Wednesday of the school month.
 Pastor Dennis Ingolfsland

 Questions?  Call church office 507-663-1437

CHRIST UMC

Pastor Gary Liker
 29470 Gaylord Ave., Cannon Falls • 263-2273

 www.christunitedmethodist.org
 Sunday Worship 9:00a.m.

 Adult Sunday School virtually at 10:30a.m. 
 Wednesday Evening Youth Group 7:00-8:30p.m.

STANTON UMC

Pastor Gary Liker
 1020 Hwy. 19 Blvd., Stanton • 507-263-4063

 www.stantonunitedmethodist.org
 Sunday Worship at 10:15a.m.

Business & Subscription
Office:

P.O. Box 125
Dennison, MN 55018

Phone:
507-645-9877

Fax: 507-645-9878
Place your ad in the next issue

of the
Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock

Messenger.
Call Terry at
507-951-7417
or email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
Published monthly by Mainstreeet Publishing.
© 2021, Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger

All rights reserved.

A woman drove up and paid for her own
iced coffee at 7 a.m. Wednesday at a St. Pe-
tersburg store, and also asked to pay for a
caramel macchiato for the driver behind her,
who then did the same for the next customer.
After a few people continued the chain, the
employees started keeping a tally on a piece
of paper by the wind. By 1:30 p.m., 260 peo-
ple had now paid it forward, according to
the Tampa Bay Times, ordering their own
drinks and paying for one for the stranger be-
hind them. After people ordered their drinks
and drove up to the window, barista Vu
Nguyen explained that the drink had already
been paid for and asked if they'd like to re-
turn the favor. In total, 378 people agreed to
keep it going! That’s amazing!
Have you ever been the recipient of some-

one paying it forward? Gary and I have had
our meal paid for a few times at different
restaurants. As a single mom living near Mil-
lville- I experienced the generosity of this
wonderful community. I had a baby on
Thanksgiving Day- Nov. 22 (42 years ago)
and when people found out our neighbors re-
sponded! We received a gift bag from Mil-
lville; and when Jeannie was a little older, we
needed a sand box and one morning I looked
out on our lawn and there was a large tractor
tire for me to put sand in. When I needed an
oil change and couldn’t change the oil filter-
I called Steve’s Standard in Zumbro Falls and
he told me to bring it down and he changed it
at no charge! People were wonderfully gen-
erous and giving to a young single mom here
in this community.

I’m still very thankful for the support and
help of our South Troy community. Many
community members have served at our
food shelf, given to the food shelf, and given
to the church. We’ve been the recipient of
time and labor from our neighbors- like our
snow getting plowed, the extra gravel in our
parking lot, the plants in our landscaping.
We’ve discovered that when we are thankful
and when we give back– it is often multi-
plied in return. Thanksgiving and generos-
ity go hand in hand. When we are thankful,
we want to pay it forward- to share and be
generous with what we have. I think of a
couple of examples in scripture.
First, I thought of Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus

was so thankful for Jesus coming to his
home and for the salvation he received that
he wanted to give back- to return anything
he had cheated people of and he decided to
give ½ of his wealth to the poor! That’s a
huge character switch. That’s thanksgiving
for what Jesus had done in his life—and in
turn he wanted to be generous with what he
had to help someone else. Next, I want to
contrast Zacchaeus thankfulness with an-
other rich man, who had the opportunity to
receive salvation- but his response was quite

different.
As we read God’s word, we see many ex-

amples of people being filled with joy as
they are filled with thanksgiving- a thankful
heart. There was the Samaritan leper that
was healed and returned to thank Jesus
while the other 9 kept going. Mary, Lazarus
sister expressed her love and thankful heart
by pouring oil over Jesus feet, David was
thankful that God had brought the ark of the
covenant to Jerusalem, that he celebrated
with a parade and gave food to every person
that attended the celebration. The new be-
lievers after Pentecost (you can find the
story in Acts 4) were so thankful for their
salvation that they shared everything they
had with everyone.
There wasn’t welfare or any other social

services during the Roman Empire- if you
were poor, or lost your job, or a widow, or
an orphan- you were on your own. As peo-
ple became believers, they were so thank-
ful- so filled with the love of Jesus that they
wanted to share what they had to provide for
those in need. Many sold their homes and
land to help provide for the ministry of the
early church! They were willing to sacrifice
their own possessions to provide for others.

Thanksgiving
&

Generosity

That’s a high calling. They recognized that
God had given them everything.
James wrote in 1:17, “Every good gift,

every perfect gift, comes from above. These
gifts come down from the Father, the creator
of the heavenly lights, in whose character
there is no change at all” CEB. A few
verses(first verse fades out) later in the same
chapter James describes what pure religion
really is, “Pure and genuine religion in the
sight of God the Father means caring for or-
phans and widows in their distress and re-
fusing to let the world corrupt you.” We are
called to care for widows and orphans and
for the poor.
This is the heart of the matter. We love be-

cause He first loved us and gave himself for
us.
Here’s one thing I can promise you: Giving

is the most fun you’ll ever have with
money. It’s addictive—in the best way pos-
sible. So, go out and give a little until you can
give a lot. I promise you it will be worth it.
Thanksgiving and Generosity go Hand in
Hand. When we are thankful for what we
have generosity flows naturally from our
hearts. Begin each day with a thankful heart.
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Obituaries

The Perfect Gift!
 Cannon Belles Christmas Boxes

We have lots
 of fun, local gifts!

 Soaps, Hats, Shirts, Food Items, 
 Books, Bird Houses,

 etc.

 CALL IN OR ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.CANNONBELLES.COM
 Monday-Saturday 7am-5pm; Sunday 12-5pm

 402 West Mill St, Cannon Falls  •  507-757-1155
FREE DELIVERY MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM-3PM!

 Within 5 miles of shop.  FREE DELIVERY $20 and over. 
 $1.50 fee: $20 and under. (Can combine orders for min.)

SAMPLER BOX
 $20

 1/4lb. in the following 
 flavors:

 Plain, Tuscan,
 Painted Desert,
 Queso Fresco

 CHEESE BOX
 $35

 1/2lb. in the following 
 flavors:

 Plain Cheddar,
 Painted Desert,

 Queso Fresco, Gouda

 CURDS and 
 QUESO BOX

 $25
 1/2lb. of Queso Fresco 
 and Three - 6oz Bags

 of Cheese Curds

BUILD YOUR OWN BOX  Cost of items plus $5 for box

Let us create scratch made, preservative free, specialty baked 
 goods your guests will  ADORE!

* Cupcakes  * Fudge
* Cake  * Muffins
 * Pies  * Scones
 * Cookies  * Cheesecakes
 * Homemade Hummus

Orders taken until Noon, November 20th
 for Wednesday, November 24th pickup.

 Call or text 507-824-CAKE (2253)
 237 Main St, Wanamingo

Stressed about HOLIDAY BAKING??
 We got what you need!

GF, NF, DF

options, too!

Christmas Drawing
Enter to win a Holiday gift collection including

gift cards to local restaurants, an 8 pack of
festive cupcakes from Flour Child Creations
and a $25 gift certificate to Country Goods!

Deadline to enter is December 1, 2021

E-mail your name and address to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com to enter

Reuben “Bud” Forrest Gustafson
Reuben “Bud” Forrest Gustafson, 94, passed

away on November
12 at the Northfield
Long Term Care
Center.
Bud was born on

June 18, 1927, on a
farm near Dundas,
the son of Oscar and

Lillian (Cle-
l a n d )
Gustafson.

He was a graduate of Randolph High School
and an Army veteran, serving in the Army of
Occupation in Yokohama, Japan following
World War II.
Bud married Joan Sheets on March 12,

1966, in Northfield. He was a dairy and crop
farmer in partnership with his brother Merrill
in the Stanton area until his retirement in
1995.
Bud was a long-time member of the Stan-

ton United Methodist Church, where he was
baptized and confirmed. He served his com-
munity in many ways, as a member of the
church board, Stanton Township Board, Ran-
dolph School Board, and numerous farm-re-
lated organizations.
In retirement, he enjoyed volunteering in

various ways, including as a driver for the
Goodhue County Health Service, the Shep-
herd’s Center senior center, and the Randolph
Area Historical Society. He was a fan of
sports and bluegrass music. He will be re-
membered for his sense of humor and his de-

votion to family and friends.
Survivors include his children, Corey of

Apple Valley, Mavis of Northfield, andWade
and wife Cara of St. Paul; grandchildren
Quinn & Tate Gustafson; brothers Russell
Gustafson and Delbert (Arlene) Gustafson;
brother-in-law, Donald (Bonnie) Sheets, and
sister-in-law, Diane Sheets, and many nieces
and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Joan

in February; his parents; brother Merrill
(Ruth) Gustafson; sister-in-law Shirley
Gustafson; and sister-in-law June (Bob) Lind.
The family would like to thank the staff at

the Northfield Long Term Care Center for
their care over the last couple of years.

Memorials are preferred to the Stanton
United Methodist Church.
A joint memorial service for Bud and Joan

was held at 11 AM, on Saturday, November
20, 2021, at the Northfield United Methodist
Church. Visitation was from 9 AM to 10:50
AM prior to the service at the church. Masks
were required for all those that wish to attend
the visitation and service. A private commit-
tal service, with military honors, for Bud, was
held on Friday, November 19, at Stanton
Cemetery.
Arrangements are with Bierman Funeral

Home & Crematory, Northfield. www.bier-
manfuneralhome.com

Place Your Ad in the
December Issue of

The Messenger
Contact Terry at 507-951-7417 or

email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Community

Authorized Toro ® Dealer

 Farm Equipment Repair
 DOT Inspections/Welding

502 Huseth St., Kenyon

 507-789-6321

Toro Flex Force
 Electric Lawn Mower 21466
 • 22” all steel deck
 • 60v lithium ion battery
 • Self-propelled 11” rear wheels
 • Cuts 13,524 sq. ft in one charge

A GREATCHRISTMASGIFT IDEAFOR DAD!

Family Fun for All
at Dakota City
December 4 & 5
and 11 & 12

(continued from page 1)

Visitors can walk thru the village, with many
of the buildings open and heated with real
wood-fired burning stoves to help take the
chill off. Kids are encouraged to write a let-
ter to Santa at home, and bring it to mail box
at the Village Post office. If they include a self
addressed stamped envelope, St. Nick will
even get them a reply! Santa will be in the
Depot greeting the kids so Parents and Grand-
parents can come take pictures with Santa for
those that want to. There will be some cook-
ing in the Harris House. Caroling and music
will fill the air inside and outside the church.
The Minnesota Fire Engine Club will have
several fire trucks on display near the fire
barn. The Drug Store will be open with treats
and food for sale, including hot dogs, soda,
hot cocoa, and Old Fashioned 1919 Root
Beer. ( Credit Cards are not accepted, so bring
some good old fashioned CASH! ) There will
be the PUTZ house display at the bank build-
ing, and parents can help the kids make old
fashioned craft ornaments and decorations in
the old school house. Everyone can experi-

ence a more simple life and this bygone hol-
iday era. At press time, Dakota City reminds
everyone there are volunteer opportunities
available during this event, and year 'round at
the village. Check the website at
www.dakotacity.org for more information
Dakota City was established at The Dakota

County Fairgrounds in 1978, and is a 1900's
era agricultural village and museum. 22
buildings, including an operational black-
smith shop, newspaper office, train depot ,

barber shop, family home and more represent
the business and rural social life of a rural
early 1900's community. Dakota City is a
501(c)3 non-profit organization that strives
to preserve rural heritage and connects,
through education and interpretation , current
generations to life and agricultural heritage
of the early twentieth century. Updated

schedules and information are available at
www.dakotacity.org, and on their facebook
page. The Cost is just $5.00 per person and
children under age 5 are Free. Start your own
Christmas Tradition this year at Christmas in
The Village December 4th and 5th and De-
cember 11th and 12th at Dakota City in
Farmington, located at the Fairgrounds.
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4354 292nd St E, Randolph
 507-646-0107

 rbar.randolph@gmail.com
 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

 11am-11pm

“Formerly Red Diamond Saloon”

HAPPY HOUR:
 Monday through Thursday

 4:00-5:00pm & 9:00-9:45pm
 $1.00 OFF  ALL DRINKS!!!!

 - PULL TABS -

Check Our 
 Facebook Page

 for
 Daily Specials!

For The Quality & Honesty You Deserve!
 Check out our website - tnprservices.com

Real Estate Sales & Leasing
 300 Oak Street, Farmington, MN 55024

Top Notch Properties
 & Realty Services

651-460-6674

Eric Ruud 
 Owner/Broker
 612-245-4382

Kim Rademacher
 Salesperson
 651-245-1800

Jeanne Werner
 Salesperson
 612-328-1893

Tony VanDeSteeg
 Salesperson
 651-336-7257
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Kids!  Just color this picture and you could win a free pizza!

Drop off at Woody’s: 29195 Randolph Blvd, Randolph or 23450 Emery Avenue, Hampton.
Deadline December 19, 2021.  Winner will be announced December 22, 2021.

AGE GROUPS: 3 & UNDER  •  4-6  •  7-9  •  10-12  •  OVER 12 TO 112 (YES, ADULTS ARE WELCOME TO ENJOY  TOO)

 Name Age 

Address City 

Phone Email 
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Local Government

City of Randolph
Regular Council Meeting
October 13, 2021
The regular Randolph City Council meeting

was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor
Robert Appelgren.

Roll Call
Present were Mayor Robert Appelgren,

Council Members Sarah Podritz, Jacob
Friedrich and Todd D. Carlock, Treasurer
Sandy Nicolai and Clerk Mary Haro.

Public Comments
None made.

Minutes
Amotion to approve the September 8, 2021

and special meeting September 22, 2021
council meeting minutes was made by Po-
dritz, seconded by Friedrich. All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0.

Approval of Treasurer Report
Sandy indicated that she transferred $10,400

from the general account to the water account
for the water hook up fee for permits for this
year and last year as it was never done last
year.
Brad from Dakota Supply Group is going to

come down and meet with Bryce to go over
what 6 inch meters we need. If we return
some and then need to purchase them again
the price of the meters has gone up so we
would be paying more. We have six of them
and need two for installation. He cannot give
us a price on the other meters until we figure
out what we are returning. He will give us a
discount on the meters that we are purchas-
ing instead of giving us a credit on the meters
we are returning. We should keep a few in
stock for future businesses like Step Savers,
etc.
A motion to approve the Treasurer's Report

as written was made by Friedrich, seconded
by Haro. All voting in favor, none opposed,
motion passed 5:0.

Approval to Pay Bills
Motion to approve the payment of bills as

written was made by Podritz, and seconded
by Friedrich. All voting in favor, none op-
posed, motion passed 5:0.

Old Business
Bids for Pump House

Podritz received bids from One Hour Heat-
ing & Air Conditioning that we discussed.
The bid for $3,661 is for the dehumidifier
which includes duct work which we don’t
need so the cost would actually be $1,000
less. It was noted there is no air conditioning
in the pumphouse and the current heater is not
sufficient for it so the other bids of $9,830 is
just the air and the $11,558 bid also includes
a new heat system.
Motion by Appelgren to have One Hour

Heating andAir Conditioning install the heat-
ing, air conditioning and dehumidifier which
also includes electrical work in the approxi-
mate amount of $14,000, seconded by Car-
lock. TheARPA funds will be used to pay for
these services. All voting in favor, none op-
posed, motion passed 5:0.

Violation of Ordinances
Several council members have received

complaints about some properties containing
several items of blight, such as boats, unli-
censed vehicles that appear to be abandoned,
etc. Friedrich went through our ordinances to
look into what we can do as council members.
We discussed several ordinances that appear
that these homeowners are in violation of.
After discussion it was noted that Clerk Haro
will send violation notices to these property
owners pointing out to them these ordinance
and that they need to get rid of the items on
their properties or they could face civil court

action.
Also it was noted that we included in the

water bills being mailed out, a notice to all
residents regarding our blight ordinance and
a reminder that building permits are needed
for items such as roofing, siding and window
replacement.

Water Meters
The company indicated they wanted to

know how many 2 inch meters we intended
to return. We used 2 of them and have 4 to
return. Ask what credit they will give us by
September 22nd so we can discuss at the spe-
cial meeting.

New Business
Dakota County Deputy

Deputy Youngren stopped in and reported
there was nothing new to report at this time.
She did note there has been an increase in

accidents so due to that they are going to try
to do more traffic stops due to speeding and
stop sign violations. Reminder to lock doors
and vehicles when sitting outside.

Liquor License
Nate Icaza and Ashley Gergen were pres-

ent to request a liquor license for The R Bar
for 2022. They have prepared the paper work
and submitted it to the Sheriff's Office.
Motion by Friedrich to approve the liquor

license for R Bar pending the approval from
the Sheriff's office for 2022, seconded byAp-
pelgren. All voting in favor, none opposed,
motion passed 5:0.
Once Clerk Haro receives the paperwork

back from the Sheriff's office and proof of in-
surance from R Bar she will submit the doc-
umentation to the state.

Resolution re ARPA Funds
We need a resolution that we are accepting

theARPA funds in the amount of $47,191.00.
We received half now and the other half

will be received next year.
Haro made a motion to approve Resolution

No. 21-10 accepting the Coronavirus Local
Fiscal Recovery Fund established under the
American Rescue Plan Act in the amount of
$47,191.00, seconded by Podritz. All voting
in favor, none opposed, motion passed 5:0.
Approval for Sandy to move Funds with

Merchants Bank
Merchants Bank would like written confir-

mation that Sandy can move funds for the
City of Randolph since she currently does not
have this authorization.
Appelgren made a motion to approve

Sandy, City of Randolph's treasurer, to re-
quest Merchants Bank to move funds from
one account to another for the City of Ran-
dolph's accounts, seconded by Friedrich. All
voting in favor, none opposed, motion passed
5:0.

DanWenstrom
We had a discussion with Dan via phone

conference regarding the Hereford Hills
Third Addition. He indicated he is not going
to move forward with Hereford Hills Fourth
Addition until the city knows for sure re-
garding the sewer system. According to the
DevelopmentAgreement, Dan needs to pay a
few for park land. Matt had called the Dakota
County Assessors Office and indicated the
fee would be 10% of $27,400 which would
be $2,740. It was also noted that Dan owes
the amount of $2,317.50 for past Bolton &
Menk invoices for a total of $5,057.50. It was
noted that once we receive the check from
Dan in the amount of $5,057.50 we will re-
lease the letter of credit.
Podritz made a motion to release the letter

of credit contingent on receiving a check
from Dan in the amount of $5,057.50, sec-
onded by Carlock. All voting in favor, none

DIRECTIONS FROM KENYON: Go north on Hwy. 56 for 7 miles, then turn west on County 49 
 Blvd.  Go 1/2 mile.  Our cabin is right before Vang Lutheran Church.

 Potpourri Mill Log Cabin
Lori and Darwin Amy

2290 County 49 Blvd., Dennison, MN
Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net

or call 507-649-1009

Take a drive in the country and shop in our log cabin filled with crafts and antiques!

FROM NORTHFIELD: Go east on Hwy. 246 to Dennison, continue east
 out of Dennison 3 miles, take a right on Hwy. 56 south for 2 long miles.

 Take a right heading west on Cty. 49 Blvd., go 1/2 mile.
 Our cabin is right before Vang Lutheran Church.

 Holly Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: November 27 & December 4, 11
 Sundays: November 28 & December 5, 12

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

COVID 19 Plan: People should follow the 6 foot Social Distancing Guidelines.
 We prefer people wear a face mask while inside buildings.

 * If you prefer to set up a private time to shop in our cabin, please call.

 Holly Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: November 27 & December 4, 11
 Sundays: November 28 & December 5, 12

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

 Holly Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: November 27 & December 4, 11
 Sundays: November 28 & December 5, 12

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

opposed, motion passed 5:0.
It was noted by our legal counsel, Korine,

that we will need to amend the development
agreement to indicate that the park dedica-
tion fee was paid. She will draw up an
amended development agreement so we can
review it and act on it at next month's meet-
ing.

Miscellaneous
Mike Slavik was present to discuss items

happening in Dakota County. He indicated
that they plan to use some of theARPA funds
to pay off the dam so they will not have to
take out a loan for the repairs being done.
They passed a 0% levy for 2022 so they will
not be increasing property taxes for the sec-
ond year. He also noted to us that we do not
qualify for the low-moderate CDBG grants
because we are above the income level for
the city
We could apply for planning purposes grant

such as ordinance but there are many other
cities that will be applying and Randolph
was not high on the list to receive funds. He
indicated the capital improvement plan for
the next five years is available on their web-
site. We discussed the accidents that are hap-
pening at the intersection of Highways 86
and 56 and what else can be done. He noted
that Dakota County does not own this inter-
section as it is owned by the state so they are
not in control. He indicated that flashing stop
signs could help as well as better lighting. He
indicated that if they owned it they would do
things differently.
Mayor Appelgren brought up that Clerk

Haro has been cleaning the hall and should
be compensated for her time. We did pay
someone before $90.00 a month to clean the
hall.
Appelgren made a motion to pay Clerk

Haro $90.00 a month for cleaning city hall,
seconded by Friedrich. Haro abstained from
voting.All voting in favor, none opposed, mo-
tion passed 4:0.
Appelgren noted that hydrants will be

flushed some time during the week of October
18 -25th.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Po-

dritz, seconded by Friedrich, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:55 p.m. All voting in favor,
none opposed, motion passed 5:0.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Haro
City of Randolph
Special Council Meeting
October 13, 2021
The special Randolph City Council meeting

was called to order at 7:57 p.m. by Mayor
Robert Appelgren.

Roll Call
Present were Mayor Robert Appelgren,

Council Members Sarah Podritz, Jacob
Friedrich and Todd D. Carlock, and Clerk
Mary Haro and Treasurer Sandy Nicolai.
Motion to move to close the meeting pur-

suant to Minnesota Statute 13D.05, subd. 3(b)
was made by Podritz, seconded by Haro.All

voting in favor, motion passed 5:0.
Motion to reopen the meeting made by

Friedrich, seconded by Podritz. All voting in
favor, motion passed 5:0.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the special meeting made

by Podritz, seconded by Carlock, the
meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.All vot-

ing in favor, none opposed, motion passed
5:0.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Haro
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Laura Freeberg (Cell: 612-396-0533)
 Geri Geiken (Cell: 651-353-4676)
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 www.freebergins.com

INSURANCE BUILT
 AROUND YOU

be returning to existing conditions, as
weather does not allow for construction work
to be done. Phase C will begin in the spring
of 2024. Phase D is the planned construction
finish, which will be in the fall of 2024.
Ziegler presented options for people to use
to stay informed by tracking the progress of
the project. Fackler began by providing the
project beginning and ending points for those
people at the meeting who did not have
maps. The project will begin at County Road
42 in Rosemount and end at County Road 86
north of Cannon Falls. The project will be
split into two sections. The first section to be
worked on will be the section to the north of
STH 50, and that work will be done in 2023.
The second section to be worked on will be
south of STH 50, and that work will be done
in 2024. Fackler asked Councilors if they had
any questions. She then provided informa-
tion regarding detours for the project. Knet-
ter asked if any changes would be made
where 190th Street crosses Hwy 52. He feels
that this is a dangerous intersection that has
had many close calls and accidents. Fackler
responded that she would bring this up to
other members of the construction project
team because if there is a need to make a
change, now would be a good time to ad-
dress it. Knetter asked if MNDOT would be
working with the City’s engineer’s regarding
drainage issues on southbound Hwy 52 that
might affect the ballfield and parks in the
City. Fackler mentioned that she thought
there was a meeting set up for the following
week for that. Knetter asked Reinardy if he
could attend the meeting because of his ex-
pertise in drainage and water flow issues. He
asked if Reinardy could attend virtually to
which Fackler responded that he could. Ad-
ditional discussion about construction utiliz-
ing bituminous versus concrete. The hope is
that the concrete construction will have a 30-
year life span. Additionally, because
MNDOT will be milling off 2 inches of bi-
tuminous material and replacing with ap-
proximately 8 inches of concrete, bridge
abutments will require reconstruction and
guardrails will need to be replaced. Also lo-
cated within the project are 2 floodplains.
Through those areas, the elevation of the
road cannot be raised, so in those areas there
will need to be some reconstruction as well.
Councilors thanked Fackler and Ziegler for
coming, and for providing so much informa-
tion regarding the project.

Lease of property at 5370 Lincoln Street
– Discussion – Todd Bartels introduced him-
self and Chase Bartels to Council.
Bartels stated that, if Council is interested

in renting the space, they would be ideal ten-
ants that take care of and even improve the
property. The use of the building would be
for doing their work on import cars. Knetter
asked how much space they would need, to
which Bartels responded that they would like
the entire building. Knetter stated that the
City currently uses a portion of the building
for storage of tools and equipment, and that
the City would like to retain that portion of
the building currently being used for storage,
which would be 10-12 feet at the west door.
What would be available for rent would be
about 2-1/2 stalls of the garage and the office
space. Knetter also mentioned that, if they
want the bay area of the garage to be heated,
the furnace for that area currently does not
work. Bartels stated that they are interested
in touring the building, and will be flexible
in working with the City. Knetter said he or
Marlin Reinardy could be available to give
them a tour of the building, and the issue of
the non-working furnace would be worked
out by both parties. Bartels asked if, in a few
years, the City could potentially create a
space for the items currently stored in the
building. Knetter responded that it could
hinge on the location of the new water tower.
Ordinances and Resolutions - None
Reports of Officers, Boards, and Com-
mittees:
Engineer Report – Brad Fisher with

Bolton and Menk stated that he had no for-
mal update this month, but was at the meet-
ing to answer any questions. He once again
mentioned the meeting with MNDOT that is
scheduled for later this month to discuss
drainage issues associated with the Hwy 52
reconstruction project, and he will report
about that to Council next month.
Water / Sewer Report – Reinardy reported

he had spoken with both Sieben Plumbing
and Peine Plumbing in the last couple of
days. Sieben is the company that will be
working on the backflow preventers. Peine is
the company that installed the new solenoid
that is not working properly. The plan is for
Sieben to get the work done on the backflow
preventers first to make sure they are work-
ing properly, and then have Peine work on
figuring out if the solenoid is defective. The
solution may be to install a check valve. The

MNDepartment of Health was here yesterday
and they took samples of PFAS (polyfluo-
roalkyl substances), which are human-made
chemicals that are grease resistant that are
used for things such as pizza boxes and fast
food containers. These samplings are being
carried out statewide. Awaiting the results of
samples. Additionally, Reinardy reported that
yesterday the new generator had an antifreeze
leak. The repair was done today. Reinardy
spoke to Gery Wagner, of Interstate Power
Systems regarding a maintenance contract on
the generator.Wegner will be sending the City
a proposal for the generator service contract.
One other item to report is that hydrants will
be flushed yet this month. As a final note,
Reinardy reported receiving a quote fromAu-
tomatic Systems Co. for the replacement of
the Well #1 Control Panel. He said the total
for the quote was around $11,000. Mayor
Knetter stated that he had received a copy of
the quote, and he had asked a co-worker to re-
view the quote to see if that individual felt that
the price was reasonable.According to the co-
worker, they felt that the City would not get a
better price for the control panel. For sewer
related items, discharging has begun.
Reinardy stated that Minnesota Valley Test-
ing Laboratories had called him on Friday and
told him the fecal count of samples taken on
Thursday was quite high. Reinardy said this
was a first when it comes to samples. He in-
dicated that when he was in the area of the
ponds he noticed that there were a lot of birds
there. Knetter said that he was in that area on
Sunday and he also saw a very large number
of birds. Discussion about authorizing a spe-
cial hunting season for removal of the birds
so that the City does not lose its permit with
the state.
Law Enforcement Report –Mayor Knetter

acknowledged Sheriff Deputies in attendance
and asked if they had anything to report. It
was mentioned that there continues to be a
problem with the theft of catalytic converters
from vehicles. There have also been break-ins
into buildings and unlocked cars on the street.
Deputies reminded everyone about the im-
portance of keeping buildings and vehicles
locked.
Park Report – Councilor Verch stated that

the park season is winding down, but is ex-
cited about the upcoming skating season.
Mayor Knetter mentioned that Councilor Rus-
sell has offered to volunteer his time in the
maintenance of the hockey rink. Knetter
stated that he would not like the flooding of
the rink to be done utilizing fire trucks any-
more. Russell mentioned that the existing goal
nets need to be repaired or replaced. Knetter
suggested to Verch that he order new nets, as
there is money available in the parks budget.
Street Report – Councilor Luhring reported

that there is nothing new, other than schedul-
ing the fall street sweeping to be done in the
first or second week of November.
Old Business – None
New Business - None
Adjournment - Motion by Verch seconded

by Luhring to adjourn the meeting. All voted
in favor. None opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
The meeting adjourned at 7:44 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Judy O’Brien

Hampton City Regular Meeting
Minutes for October 12, 2021
The Hampton City Council met on Tuesday,

October 12, 2021 at the Hampton City Hall
for the regular scheduled meeting.
Present were Mayor John Knetter; Council

Members Cindy Flodeen, David Luhring,An-
thony Verch, and Nick Russell. Also present
was Marlin Reinardy, Water/Sewer Superin-
tendent; Brad Fisher with Bolton and Menk;
Chris Meyer, City Treasurer; Mikaela Ziegler,
Carolyn Fackler, and Bryant Ficek with
MNDOT; Todd Bartels, Chase Bartels, and
Neil Hoadley.
Regular Meeting called to Order - Mayor

Knetter called the Regular Scheduled Meet-
ing to order at 7:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor John Knetter; Council

Members Cindy Flodeen, David Luhring,An-
thony Verch, and Nick Russell.
Disclosure of Interest – None
Approval of September 14, 2021 Regular
Scheduled Meeting Minutes – Motion by
Verch seconded by Luhring to approve the
September 14, 2021 Regular Scheduled
Meeting Minutes. All voted in favor. None
opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
Approval of Disbursements – Motion by

Russell seconded by Verch to approve the Oc-
tober disbursements.All voted in favor. None
opposed. Motion passed 5:0.
Petitions, Requests, and Communica-

tions:
Minnesota Department of Transportation

Highway 52 Pavement Improvement Project
– Presentation by Mikaela Ziegler, Public En-
gagement Coordinator and Carolyn Fackler,
Project Manager – Ziegler began by giving an
overview of the project. The goal of the proj-
ect is to improve the ride and smoothness of
the pavement, which has deteriorated to the
point where work needs to be done for Hwy
52 to be considered a good highway again.
The project scope includes replacing concrete
surfaces to extend pavement life, update
guardrail, replace signs, and repair drainage.
Prior to the beginning of the highway recon-
struction, MNDOT will be constructing tem-
porary access crossovers to be used by
landowners who have property on both sides
of the highway. These temporary access
crossovers will be constructed this coming
winter. The project will be done in phases.
PhaseAof the project will begin in the spring
of 2023. Phase B will be done in the fall of
2023. During the winter of 2023-2024, will

Local Government

FREELANCE
 WRITER WANTED

Duties include covering feature and human 
 interest stories and upcoming events in the 

 Messenger coverage area.
 Will also work with content production for 

 future on-line distribution.
 Pay negotiable and based on experience.

 Qualified applicants will possess:

 Email resume and sample of work to: hometownmessenger@gmail.com 
 or call Terry at 507-951-7417

 • Ability to work with deadlines
 • Great people skills
 • Knowledge of/access to a computer
 • Enjoy small town atmosphere
 • The ability to work some night hours as needed for editorial
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Severs Appraisal
 ~ Residential and Land Appraisals ~

 MN License #20373680

 Jonathan Severs, Certified Appraiser
 Dennison • Cell 651-324-5856

Thank You
(continued from page 1)
While there are pleanty of social media

sources and on line sites out there, most don't
deliver the hometown news and message like
we try to do here.
Every year, many newspapers have consol-

idated or gone out of business. We have
watched this happen many times in recent
years in small rural communities, and espe-
cially this past year during the covid situa-
tion.
With our small staff of 2.5, we understand

this challenge first hand here at the Messen-
ger, which is why we publish the Messenger
in its monthly format.
Our goal with the Messenger is to help in-

sure our home towns, still have a community
voice of its own, direct mailing to all resi-
dents in the zip code. This format allows the
community to maintain a local monthly
paper, and better connect local residents,
businesses and the community. We also un-

derstand the
need for more
timely informa-
tion within the
month, so we
look forward to
expanding our
digital and on-
line offerings in
the coming
months, while
still maintaining our dedication to our home-
towns!
We remain a small family owned business

with a goal of supporting our rural commu-
nities and businesses.
We are proud to continue to offer you this

local hometown paper, in your mail box each
month. Our future success depends on the
support of our local community, and we
thank you in advance for your continued sup-
port of The Messenger!

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
One for the
Old Times

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:
Thanksgiving

eighty-year old fir floor joists. It will bend a
nail right over. This was a home to my
grand-parents. Two of the nicest people you
would ever meet. I knew my grandmother
for over forty-years, but my grandfather
died the year I was born. My memories of
my grandfather Otis, came from some of my
neighbors.
Lester Derby was one of my neighbors

who lived in the valley next to us when I
was growing up. Lester and Lillian were
great friends of our family. I remember
Lester telling me about my grandfather
about forty-years ago. Lester and his wife
had moved onto their farm and had three
children. Their house had a porch on the
front where Lillian did the laundry. One day
Otis was visiting Lester and asked how Lil-
lian would do the laundry when the winter
came and it would be too cold outside.
Lester commented that he would like to en-
close the porch, but farming in the 1950’s
did not look like the money would be avail-
able. The next day, Otis stopped down and
handed Lester $500. He said, “fix the porch
for your family, pay me back when you are
able.”
My neighbor Jim Buehler told me about

my grandfather Otis. Otis had arthritis quite
bad and got around on crutches in his last
years. Jim had watched my grandfather cul-
tivating corn and the grass would plug up

Coming back to Minnesota this spring we
had made the decision to sell the house that
my grandparents had lived in. As a rental it
was becoming more of a problem to us. That
meant a renovation, so we started working.
Then things began to change. After stripping
it down and cleaning it up, we noticed the
charm hidden underneath.
The house was built out of fir. Not pine. Fir

gets harder as it ages. You have to drill

Thanksgiving 2019 was my first year
back in Minnesota from Missouri. Don’t
get me wrong I loved Thanksgiving in
Missouri, spending it with my older sister
and getting Chinese food out so that we
did not have to cook a large meal for two.
Which made 2019 the first more tradi-
tional Thanksgiving I had had in a couple
of years.
My family has the tradition of getting up

watching the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade every year and making a big meal.
The thing that stands out to me the most
about that’s year’s Thanksgiving is cook-
ing that meal.
The reason that cooking this meal stands

out to me is because my mother’s oven
would not stay shut on it’s own. Meaning
that it was my job that day to keep the
oven door shut; so I sat with my back
against the oven door to hold it shut for a
better part of the day so that the Thanks-
giving meal could bake.

Thanksgiving 1999 was my family’s first
Thanksgiving in Minnesota, which is also
the first time I can remember seeing snow.
However, it is the Thanksgiving of 2019
that sticks in my mind this year.

the cultivator shovels. Most people would get
frustrated and raise the cultivator and pop the
clutch to bounce the sod balls of the shovels.
But not my grandfather. Jim said he watched
him raise the front mounted cultivator, back
up and then dismount from the tractor and
slowly make his way around the front and
push the dirt and grass off the shovels with
one crutch. Calmly and patiently, each time
with the demeanor of a man who was un-

flappable.
As I stripped the house down to the sub-

floor and bare studs, I realized that I was
looking at a house no one had seen since my
grandfather built it, over eighty years ago.
The memory of a simple farmer who lived the
righteous way seemed worthy to preserve.
My wife and I decided we would move into it
and keep it for our summer home.
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THEME: BASKETBALL
ACROSS
1. Repeating word on South Pacific map
5. Bro's sibling
8. Dashboard abbr.
11. Fusses
12. *Basketball slam
13. Go "Boo!"
15. Boisterous play
16. Upper hand
17. Part of mortise joint
18. *Unopposed attempt to score (2 words)
20. "The Famous Five" children's writer Blyton
21. *Basketball player Bojan Bogdanovic or Drazen Petrovic
22. "Mares eat ____" or "does eat ____," sing.
23. One who covers in silver, e.g.
26. Figure
30. Be ill
31. Part of "panther"
34. Capital of Latvia
35. Like helium
37. Quilting party
38. Analyze
39. Dehydrated
40. Litter of piglets
42. Down Under bird
43. a.k.a. aardvark
45. Provincial governor in ancient Persia
47. Argo propeller
48. Subway in Paris
50. Conclusion starter
52. *Made basket (2 words)
56. Not a soul
57. Like animal near extinction
58. Greek sandwich
59. Bandages
60. Arabian bigwig
61. Answer to "Shall we?"
62. Bar offering
63. *It sends a basketball game to overtime
64. Highland tongue

SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!
News, Photos, Events...

Email your news to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

DOWN
1. Vomit
2. Sensory input
3. It wasn't built in a day
4. Characteristic to consider
5. Traditional scarf/headdress
6. Brick of precious metal
7. Place at an angle
8. Indian princess
9. Circus trainer's poker
10. '80s band "____ At Work"
12. Remove antlers
13. Titanic propeller
14. *Shaquille O'Neal and Wilt Chamberlain, e.g.
19. Halloween option
22. Not their
23. 1/100th of a rupee
24. Wrinkle-prone natural fabric
25. Warning
26. ____-do-well
27. Part of a stair
28. Old World lizard
29. *Fast-break ____
32. Skier's aid
33. Part of H.M.S.
36. *Reward after missed shot
38. *Larry O'Brien NBA Championship Trophy, e.g.
40. Away's partner
41. Stable worker
44. Relieves
46. On/off type of switch
48. *____ Hurricanes
49. Creepy
50. Work very hard
51. Use a whetstone
52. Worry without necessity
53. Deed hearing
54. A in A&E Network
55. *The Phoenix Suns did it in the 2021 NBA Fi-
nals
56. *Professional basketball league
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Christmas in the Village




