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Announcements

We are local, we are open,
 we are convenient.

 GAS - GROCERIES - LUNCH & SNACKS
 Corner of Hwy. 57 & Hwy. 60 

 www.agpartners.net
 Convenience store open 5:30a.m.-9:00p.m.

 Toll Free & 24 Hr. Emergency  800-657-3226
 Local 507-824-2281

JO

IN
OUR COFFEE CLUB

BUY 5
 COFFEE 

 BEVERAGES & 
 GET 6th FREE!
 With a Club 

 Card.

Try Randy’s Frozen Pizza and Sandwiches!

Check out our
 Sara Lee baked items!

 BEAT THE AUGUST HEAT WITH A COOL DRINK!
15 oz.

 Starbucks
 Triple Shot

 $339

 or
 2/$550

 each

 28 oz.

 Gatorade
 $249

 or
 2/$400

 each

16 oz.

 Bang Energy 
 Drinks
 $279

 or
 2/$475

 each

CChhrriiss OOllssoonnCChhrriiss OOllssoonnChris Olson
iiss EELLVVIISSiiss EELLVVIISSis ELVIS

 www.espking.com

SShhooww TTiimmee FFrriiddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 33 aatt 77::3300 PPMMSShhooww TTiimmee FFrriiddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 33 aatt 77::3300 PPMMShow Time  Friday, September 3 at 7:30 PM

 ~  A Tribute Show to The King, Man In Black & Neil Diamond ~

DDoouugg AAlllleenn NNaasshh iissDDoouugg AAlllleenn NNaasshh iissDoug Allen Nash is
JJOOHHNNNNYY CCAASSHH && NNEEIILL DDIIAAMMOONNDDJJOOHHNNNNYY CCAASSHH && NNEEIILL DDIIAAMMOONNDDJOHNNY CASH & NEIL DIAMOND
 www.dougallennash.com

 

507-645-9992
 to Reserve Your Tickets

 for this Vegas Style Show!

 Rain or Shine Under the Big Top
 Come for Dinner, Stay for the Show!

 Over 2 Hours of Great Entertainment!

 $ 20.00

 RAIN OR SHINE 
 UNDER THE 

 BIG TOP

 CALL 507-645-9992 or EMAIL: 
 firesideloungedennison@gmail.com
 TO MAKE DINNER RESERVATIONS!

 www.firesidelounge.net

 THE  KI NG
 with

 CASH &
 DIAMOND

 Advance
 Tickets

 $ 25.00 Day of
 Show

 (See ad on page 7)

• Wanamingo Senior Citizens meet the
first Friday of each month at 11:30 AM at
the Wanamingo Community Center.
There is always a speaker or some type of
entertainment.  All Seniors are welcome and
encouraged to come.  If you need to sign up
or cancel, please call Virginia Sabin at 824-
2603. 
•  Wanamingo Veterans Honor Guard

invite you to become a member.  Join us
and help us make the Wanamingo Veterans
Honor Guard an even bigger success.
WVHG meets the third Tuesday of each
month at the Wanamingo Community
Center.  The VFW will meet from 7-
7:30p.m.  The Honor Guard will meet from
7:30-8:30p.m.  For more information con-
tact Paul Rugg 507-824-3306, Gary Floan at
507-732-7740, or Larry Van De Walker at
507-421-4674.
• 2021 Goodhue County Health &
Human Services Immunization Schedule,
located at 426 West Avenue, Red Wing, MN.
January through July 1st, Tuesday 1-4pm;
August through December, every Tuesday
2-4pm.  Clinics are walk-in. No appoint-
ment needed.  For other times, call for an
appointment 651-385-3200 or 1-800-950-
2142. 
•  Hiawathaland Transit: Service hours

are 7:30am-4:30pm Monday through
Friday. Call dispatch at 866-623-7505
Monday through Friday 6am-9pm and
Saturday 7:00am-5:00pm.  Visit threeriver-
scap.org for more information.

(See page 10)

The K-W school board looks toward a fall
referendum with a decision on whether to
offer one question or two on the ballot. They
have until August 20th to submit their plan
to the state for approval in time to print bal-
lots. The options would be to request basic
operating funds in one vote and request
additional funding for technology and antic-
ipated increase in another, versus placing all
increases in one bid.
Board members are planning to visit with
residents of the district to get a feel for the
mood of the voters.

THE KING with Cash &
Diamond Returning to
Dennison
After a year of cancelled events, the pop-
ular Labor Day Weekend show featuring
the music of Johnny Cash, Elvis, and Neil
Diamond returns to Dennison Friday,
September 3rd, 2021.
For fans young and old, if you have ever
been to the popular Breezy Point Resort up
north in Minnesota, you may have caught
The Memories of Elvis Show (www.esp-
king.com).
You may have seen their show on the
dockside bar at Breezy Point or if you
have been to Dennison the past few years
on Labor Day Weekend. 

K-W School Board Eyes Fall Referendum

The Goodhue County Education District
will be offering tuition free online learning

this year. Their research finds that one on
five students do real well with online learn-
ing and have a program which will provide
a chrome book laptop for each student opt-
ing out of in school learning. K-W will
retain state funding for these students.
Graduating seniors who complete online
learning can still participate in the K-W
commencement program.   

Wanamingo City Council
The Goodhue County Sheriff’s Department presented a new contract for law enforce-
ment coverage to the Wanamingo city council in July. The cost for six hours daily of
patrol coverage will increase from $113,515 in 2021 to $116,254 for 2022, $121,922 in
2023 and $127,873 in 2024.
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency inspected the wastewater treatment process
in Wanamingo and has required the city to control unacceptable discharges of solid
waste and pollutants. Letters have been sent to large in town industries and the city will
need to review and make changes to the ordinances and enforcement of prohibited dis-
charges into the sewer system. They will install two testers to monitor waste entering
the system and track the origin, at a cost of $7,000.
The state contacted the city about a tax forfeited property that was confiscated due to
unpaid real estate taxes. The property borders the Zumbro River but is otherwise land-
locked.
The council was appraised of six basketball hoops which are installed on city streets
and present a hazard to street cleaning equipment. They plan to educate the public on
the dangers to people and equipment when these are installed too close to the public
streets. 

Join Us for the 2021 Goodhue County Fair
GRANDSTAND EVENTS

Thursday, August 12, 2021 6:30 p.m.
Tractor and Truck Pull

Adults - $10.00
Under 12 - $5.00

No one under the age of 12 is allowed in the
pits. Children ages 12-17 must have a par-
ent/guardian signature to purchase a pit pass. 

(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 7)



Page 2 August, 2021- WANAMINGO MESSENGER -

 E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc. to the
 Wanamingo Messenger at: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 LANDS LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH, ELCA

 David Krinke, Pastor
 16640 Hwy. 60 Blvd.• www.landslutheran.com

 Wednesday 6:15 p.m.
 Sunday 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. at Everson Park

 MINNEOLA LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH, ELCA
 Pastor Hannah Bergstrom de Leon

 13628 Co. 50 Blvd., Goodhue • 824-2685
 Summer Worship 9:30a.m.

 ASPELUND EMMANUEL 
 LUTHERAN

 Pastor Martin Horn
 507-824-2307 Church       507-789-5851 Parsonage

 Jointly served with Hauge Lutheran, Kenyon

 STORDAHL LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH, ELCA

 Pastor Kathleen Lowery
 15049 Cty. 12 Blvd., Zumbrota • 732-5711

 Sundays 10:30 a.m. Worship

 GOSPEL OF LIFE
 FAMILY CHURCH

 “Preaching Jesus Christ and Him Crucified”
 2010 Jefferson Road, Suite A

 Heritage Square Mall on Hwy. 3
 Northfield

 Sunday 10:30a.m.; Wednesday 6:00p.m.
 www.gospeloflifechurch.org

 NOTICE:  Due to COVID-19 check your church website
 or Facebook page for updates.

 AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
 Be Strong and Courageous

 “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 
 the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
 you go.”   — Joshua 1:9
 It’s natural to have some fear or apprehension 

 at the beginning of a new task. We may ask 
 ourselves questions like “What if I don’t know 
 what to do?” or “What if I’m not good enough?” 
 Every time I stand up in front of a group of 
 people to present something—whether it’s a 
 sermon, a lecture, or a presentation of some 
 kind—those questions run through my head and 
 are accompanied by fear and doubt.
 In our passage today Joshua had just been told 

 that Moses, the leader of God’s people, was 
 dead. And now God told Joshua that he would be 
 the one to lead the people. What a huge task! We 
 couldn’t blame Joshua for at least having a little 
 fear. But God tells him to be strong and 
 courageous and not to be afraid or discouraged. 
 And this encouragement is more than a pep talk. 
 This is God’s promise to Joshua that wherever 
 he goes in the new land that God would bring 
 them into—and however hard the task before 
 him would be—God would always be right there 
 with him.
 We face difficulties all the time—at work and 

 school, and with our families and friends. We 
 have many opportunities to be discouraged and 
 afraid. But God’s promise to us is the same as it 
 was to Joshua: God will be with us wherever we 
 go.
 And if God is with us, what do we have to fear?

 Prayer: Ever-present God, you promise to be 
 with us wherever we go. Help us to remember 
 this truth in the difficult tasks that lie ahead of 
 us each day. Amen.

 NEW LIFE CHURCH
 Pat McBride, Pastor • 525 Beverly St., Wanamingo

 507-824-3019
 10 a.m. Worship Service.

 Free nursery for infants through age 3.
 Sunday School for all ages 9 a.m.

 Small group Bible Studies Sunday at 7 p.m.

 TRINITY LUTHERAN 
 Pastor Christopher Culuris

 301 2nd Avenue, Wanamingo
 824-2155

 August 15: 9:00am Joint Worship Service with Holy 
 Communion at WLC

 August 22: 9:00am Joint Worship Service at WLC
 5:00pm Family Fun Night - TBD

 August 25: 10:00am Taste & See Bible Study - Trinity; 
 7:00pm Taste & See Bible Study - Holden

 August 29: 9:00am Joint Worship Service at WLC followed 
 by Confirmation Orientation

 WANAMINGO LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH, ELCA
 130 West 3rd St., Wanamingo

 824-2457
 www.TrinityWanamingo.org

 August 15: 9:00am Worship with Holy Communion
 August 22: 9:00am Worship with recognition of

 Ray Hegseth following the service
 5:00-7:00pm Family Fun Night

 August 25: 10:00am Taste & See Bible Study at Trinity; 
 7:00pm Taste & See Bible Study at Holden

 August 29: 9:00am Worship, Confirmation orientation for 
 students and parents following the service

 Business & Subscription Office
 P.O. Box 125, Dennison, MN  55018

 E-MAIL
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 PHONE  507-645-9877
 FAX  507-645-9878

 For advertising information call
 Terry at 507-951-7417 or

 email:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 Published monthly by Mainstreet Publishing LLC.
 ©2021 Wanamingo Messenger.   All rights reserved

Religion

 Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
    Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Have you ever said “I believe ______”
but your actions didn’t follow up? Every
single one of us has. It’s too common, it’s
sadly kind of expected.  “Yeah, Pastor,
nobody is perfect…we all do that…it’s no
big deal.”  This excuse to behavior doesn’t
work well anywhere else in my life. ‘Hey,
son, I know I missed your graduation, but
nobody is perfect.’  ‘Hey, Gary, I know I
forgot our anniversary, but nobody is per-
fect.’  
What is it with excuses?  Florence
Nightingale was asked about what helped
her stay the course - what helped her live
out what she believed. she said, “I attribute
my success to this: I never gave or took an
excuse.” 
What if we decided to be as committed as
that - to have no excuses, to really spend
time on our faith commitment; to be in a
close relationship with God.  But- life hap-
pens—stuff just gets piled up and in the
way.  We get confused about life. We strug-
gle with temptation.  We have good inten-
tions, and we struggle with the follow
through- it’s easy to make excuses for why
our relationship with God isn’t growing.
Part of our problem is that we don’t know
who we are- we have a difficult time rec-
ognizing and accepting who God says we
are, we have a mistaken identity.  This is
not a new problem- Jesus introduced him-
self to a woman that had a mistaken identi-
ty.  You can read about her in John chapter
4. 

Jesus and his disciples had been walking
all morning. Jesus is tired and thirsty, and
He stops at Jacob’s Well.  The disciples go
into the town to get some food for lunch.  
“Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw

water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give
me a drink.” He was alone at the time
because His disciples had gone into the vil-
lage to buy some food.  The woman was
surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything
to do with Samaritans.  She said to Jesus,
“You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan
woman. Why are you asking me for a
drink?”                      Right away she is
using identity words: You’re a Jew. I’m a
Samaritan. 
John 4:10, “Jesus replied, “If you only
knew the gift God has for you and who you
are speaking to, you would ask me, and I
would give you living water.”  Jesus essen-
tially says, “Oh, you think life is all about
being a Jew or a Samaritan? There’s a big-
ger picture.
When the woman addresses Jesus, she
leads with titles and identities established
on earth – man-made titles. Jesus changes
the subject and essentially says… Our iden-
tity is connected to eternity.  In other
words, our identity isn’t defined by our bad
experiences.  Our identity shouldn’t be
crafted from cravings or desires, or by what
we own or our family origins.  
Jesus came to give us a new identity, the
best identity!  When we accept Jesus as our
Savior, we become a part of His family.  We
are new creations, pure and holy, through
His blood shed for us.  Paul wrote in 2
Corinthians 5:16-18, “So we have stopped
evaluating others from a human point of
view. At one time we thought of Christ
merely from a human point of view. How
differently we know him now! 17 This

means that anyone who belongs to Christ
has become a new person. The old life is
gone; a new life has begun!  18 And all of
this is a gift from God, who brought us
back to himself through Christ. And God
has given us this task of reconciling people
to him.”  Paul says that once we are Jesus
followers, we stop looking at people
through our human point of view- instead
we look at them through Jesus eyes.  We are
a new person- our old life is gone- dead and
buried- not to be resurrected!!!  God gives
us a new life- we are a new person in Jesus
Christ.  Our true identity doesn’t really
emerge until we believe in Jesus and accept
Him. When we’re struggling with who we
are- we need to look to our Creator, He has
the best answer for who we are.  Life will
hand us struggles and hard times: someone
dumps you or you get fired, your mistreat-
ed or overlooked. No matter the struggle or
the awfulness of a situation remember: You
are still His.  When the good times come,
you are still His, when life is full and amaz-
ing or you’re at the top of the mountain,
You are His during the good times too!
Don’t forget whose you are: 

Who
Am I?

When you feel defeated: Remember who
you are!
When you feel overwhelmed: Remember
who you are!
When you feel ashamed- you’ve taken a
wrong turn: Remember who you are! 
When you get up tomorrow: Remember
who you are!
When you look in the mirror: Remember
who you are:  You are a son, you are a
daughter of the King of Kings, you are a
child of God!!!  He is with you and will
guide you and shape you to become all that
He has created you for!!!  
Surrender yourself to Jesus Christ. He
will make you new- He will give you your
true identity.  You are more than your cir-
cumstances- you are a son of God; you are
a daughter of God!  Now live like it!  No
excuses…  Remember who and whose you
are!!! 

Does your
organization
have an

announcement
you would like

to make?
E-mail us at:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Obituary
Forest Melvin Wipperling
Forest Melvin Wipperling, 86, of Red

Wing, died
Tuesday, July 27,
2021 at his home
surrounded by his
loving family.   He
was born July 3,
1935 in New
Rockford, North

D a k o t a .
He lived
there until
his family

moved to Minnesota in 1946.  After two
years living in St. Paul and Red Wing, the

family moved to a farm near Goodhue.
Forest graduated from Goodhue High
School in 1953.  In 1954 he joined the US
Air Force and in 1955 was assigned to the
U.S. Embassy in Paris, France where he
was the head of all military passports and
visas.
In October 1955 he married Lois
Thompson in Paris, France.  Forest and
Lois lived in Paris for three years until he
was discharged in April 1958. After dis-
charge Forest was hired by the Red Wing
Police Dept. He quickly moved through the
ranks eventually becoming Assistant Police
Chief.  In 1978 Forest was accepted and
attended the FBI Academy in Quantico,

VA.   In July 1980 he was appointed Chief
of Police of Red Wing.  He retired in 1987
to run for Goodhue Co Sheriff. He was
elected sheriff in November 1987 and
served 12 years.
Forest’s 40-year career in law enforce-
ment was filled with busy years of serving
on local and state boards in many capacities
as a member to president.  He also imple-
mented a number of programs as police
chief and sheriff.  Among those were:
Juvenile Officer position, Ride Along
Program for high school students, intern
program for college students, bike safety
program, crime prevention unit, school liai-
son officer, started the canine unit, as well
as incorporated a Sentence to Serve
Program in the Goodhue Co. Jail.
Forest also was honored as American
Legion Officer of the year, Outstanding
Elected Official of the year, Distinguished
Service Award for Outstanding Law
Enforcement Officer of the Year and Red
Wing Jaycees Citizen of the Year.
Forest enjoyed pistol competition and set
a state record in 1970 shooting 891 points

out of 900 putting 44 shots into the X in the
middle of the target. He held the rank of
distinguished master.
Forest was a member of United Lutheran
Church where he served on council, ush-
ered, taught teen Sunday School class and
served on the men’s cooking team.
Forest was a patient loving father and hus-
band who enjoyed time with family above
his law enforcement career. Many week-
ends were spent at the family cabin in
Spooner, Wisconsin where he loved to fish
and sit by a bonfire with his family. 
Forest and Lois have four children, Robin
Wipperling (Keith) Kaiser, Jeffry (Lynda)
Wipperling, Cindy (Mike) Adolph and Brad
(Linda)Wipperling all of Red Wing, 12
grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren,
as well as numerous nieces and nephews.
Forest was preceded in death by his parents
Julius and Meta Wipperling and his brother
Harold.
A private family burial will be held at the
Wacouta Cemetery.  Memorial service was
at 11 a.m. Saturday, July 31, 2021 at United
Lutheran Church.  Intern Pastor Lisa Hawe
officiated.  Visitation was 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday, July 30, 2021 at the Mahn Family
Funeral Home, Bodelson-Mahn Chapel and
Saturday one hour prior to the service at the
church.  Memorials are preferred to United
Lutheran Church, Mayo Hospice or
Alzheimer’s Association.  Online condo-
lences can be sent to the family at
www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com 
To send flowers to the family or plant a
tree in memory of Forest M. Wipperling,
please visit our floral store.

 1.5L Ecoboost engine, 
 6 speed auto, 

 burgundy, 29,566 miles

 ##2211000088DD ##2211000088DD #21008D

 2017 FORD FUSION SE

 Milo Peterson Ford Co.
 SUMMER DEALS AT PETERSON FORD!

 2L Ecoboost DOHC turbo 
 charged engine, 8 speed 
 auto, magnetic metallic, 

 26,886 miles

 ##2211006622UU ##2211006622UU #21062U

 2019 FORD EDGE SEL

 At Milo Peterson Ford Co., our highly 
 qualified technicians are here to provide 
 exceptional service in a timely manner.

 From oil changes to transmission replacements,
 we are dedicated to maintaining top tier

 customer service, for both new and pre-owned
 car buyers! Allow our staff to demonstrate our 

 commitment to excellence.
 Call our service department to schedule your 

 maintenance needs.
 Open Monday thru Friday 7:30am to 5pm.

 4.6L V-8, SOHC 16v 
 engine, 4 speed auto, 

 zinc yellow,
 26,085 miles

 ##2211001122DD ##2211001122DD #21012D

 2000 MUSTANG GT CONVERTIBLE

 2.3L Ecoboost DOHC 
 turbo charged engine,
 10 speed auto, red,

 10,208 miles

 2020 FORD RANGER XLT

 3.5L V-6 Ti-VCT engine,
 6 speed auto with select 

 shift, 19,475 miles,
 magnetic metallic

 ##2211111100UU ##2211111100UU #21110U

 2020 FORD EXPLORER XLT

 1.6L Ecoboost DOHC turbo 
 charged engine, 6 speed 

 auto, sunset metallic, 
 80,107 miles

 ##2211114411UU ##2211114411UU #21141U

 2014 FORD ESCAPE SE

 COME SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.MILOPETERSONFORD.COM
 3020  457th Street Way, Kenyon • 507-789-6113 • SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p. m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.

 TAKING A SUMMER ROAD TRIP?
 $ 29,675

 SUMMER
 SPECIAL!

 Now
 $ 18,555

 SUMMER
 SPECIAL!

 Now
 $ 15,999

 SUMMER
 SPECIAL!

 Now
 $ 35,449

 SUMMER
 SPECIAL!

 Now

 ##2211112288UU ##2211112288UU #21128U

 Call
 for

 Price  $ 36,999

 SUMMER
 SPECIAL!

 Now

 Authorized Toro ®  Dealer

 Farm Equipment Repair
 DOT Inspections/Welding

 502 Huseth St., Kenyon

 507-789-6321

 Toro 75755 TimeCutter
 MyRIDE Zero Turn Mower
 • 24.5hp commercial V-twin 708cc engine
 • 50” cutting width
 • Iron forged deck
 • MyRIDE suspension system
 • Easy height of cut adjustment
 • Tool less oil change $ 3799.00*

Keeping your name in front
of your potential customers

is an essential part of
marketing your business in
todays competitive market.
Place your ad in the next issue of the Messenger.

Call Terry at 507-951-7417 or
email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Rural Routes & Community

Farmer Katie Brenny

Goodhue County
Farmer Forced
to Sell Cattle
Because of
Drought

Courtesy of KTTC

Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program) land. The land that is set aside,
that you usually can not hay that, or use it
until August 1st. We're asking them to accel-
erate that because we are going to need it,"
he said.
"CRP is land that farmers and ranchers put
aside for the government to rebuild for nat-
ural habitat," Brenny said. Some farmers do
CRP ground because that just means, you
can't farm it. You get paid to leave it out of
production. And kind of let it restore itself,
and give back to the beauty of Minnesota."
And this program helps ease the struggle
for food producers.
"So, when they can open those CRP
grounds for feeding or for grazing or for
making hay off of, it just allows us more
supply. And allows us to put the cows out on
that ground or to just bale it. So, those hay
bales can come back home and be fed as dry
hay," Brenny said.
And the Minnesota State Cattlemen’s
Association executive director is happy
about the governor's request.
"We are extremely grateful for those pro-
grams that are put in place to help buffer
producers through natural disasters and
droughts like we are experiencing," said
Allison VanDerWal. "If I think about this
impacting everyone and if I keep it in ani-
mal ag, this is going to be a drought that
impacts producers for generations."
And the drought's impact goes beyond the
farm.
"Maybe it's a box of cheerios. Well, at
some point that product started out as a farm
product and so it's going to affect everyone.
Because when it doesn't rain it doesn't allow
us to water any of the crops. If that's corn, or
soybeans, or the grass, or alfalfa, or wheat
or barley. It might even affect our bever-
ages," Brenny said.
She also said that although her cattle are
raised for beef, selling some of them early
isn't easy.
"I think they live a better life than I do.
They have beautiful grass to lay in even
though it was short this year. It does hurt.
But at the same time, I can't keep going in
debt," Brenny said.
Brenny Farms plans to sell those cows
through an auction in Lanesboro by August.
She hopes the farm can rebuild the herd in
the fall.

Farmers in Minnesota are still battling the
nationwide drought.
The drought has some deciding to go into
early retirement or sell their animals.
"These cows should be in grass that
should be up to my waist and it's down at
my ankles. It's just not growing," said Katie
Brenny, of Brenny Farms.
Brenny Farms has 25 cows, a bull and a
donkey. She runs the farm with her hus-
band, and the couple is fifth-generation
farmers. They raise the cows for beef.
"We have the white cows behind me
which are Charolais. And the black cows
are Angus," Brenny said.
She said within the last two years the farm
had seven to twelve inches of water for the
grass and this year it's only been about two
inches.
"This ground has been so dry and it's so
hot. And the winds have been strong this
summer. And it just automatically dries that
ground out. And so, if it rains today like it
did yesterday, which was nice. But it just
beats the ground and just runs off. We need
it to soak in," Brenny said.
Her last resort to feed the cows is hay, but
hay prices have now skyrocketed.
This issue has forced her to make a deci-
sion to sell parts of the herd.
"A handful if not a half of dozen that will
have to end their time here at Brenny
Farms. Just due to simply, they need feed,
and I don't have enough," Brenny said.
Gov. Tim Walz said about 40 percent of
farmers in the state are at a level two
drought, which means it's severe.
Walz has requested the federal govern-
ment provide aid to allow "emergency hay-
ing and grazing on eligible Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) acres in Minnesota
counties."
"We've asked USDA to help us on several
fronts. One of those is using CREP (The

Goodhue County WIC Offers Support to Parents to Improve
Breastfeeding Rates that Slipped During the Pandemic

A key focus for Minnesota Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women,
Infants and Children (MN WIC) during Breastfeeding Awareness Month is to call
attention to the importance of breastfeeding and to support parents to get back to all the
benefits of higher breastfeeding rates. 
Breastfeeding rates among MN WIC participants declined during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and continue to drop in early 2021. Approximately 76 percent of MN WIC par-
ticipants initiated breastfeeding and 65 percent continued when the baby was eight to
14 days old as of March 2021. Those numbers are down from 80 and 71 percent respec-
tively in January 2020. Some factors contributing to the decline include: 
• Infants and mothers unnecessarily separated immediately after birth due to concerns
about parent-to-child COVID-19 transmission.
• Less or no lactation support in some birthing facilities.
• Early discharge and fewer post-discharge resources for breastfeeding help.
Breastfeeding benefits babies and mothers. The Goodhue County WIC Program is
celebrating Minnesota Breastfeeding Awareness Month in August to emphasize the
importance of breastfeeding and help pregnant and new moms participating in MN
WIC reach their breastfeeding goals. 

COVID-19 vaccine recommendations during breastfeeding
As more Minnesotans receive the COVID-19 vaccine, breastfeeding mothers should
know the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) says COVID-19 vaccines
are not considered to be a risk to breastfeeding moms or their babies. Breastfeeding
parents should talk about the vaccine benefits and risks with their health care provider
before choosing to receive the vaccine.
• Recent reports show breastfeeding parents who received COVID-19 vaccines have
antibodies in their milk, which could help protect their babies. 
• Based on similar vaccines, the risk of serious illness from getting sick with COVID-
19 is greater than the small relative risk from the vaccine. 
Additional resources about breastfeeding during the COVID-19 pandemic are on the
MN WIC website.
The COVID-19 pandemic has changed the way we provide services and support
women and their children, but this important work continues, being a new mom is won-
derful, challenging and sometimes overwhelming. We want to be a key part of a sup-
port system and a valuable resource for new moms as they work hard to reach their
breastfeeding goals. Breastfeeding Awareness Month calls attention to the importance
of breastfeeding and having a strong support system.
Breastfeeding Awareness Month
• World Breastfeeding Week (Aug. 1-7) – Protect Breastfeeding: A Shared
Responsibility
• Native Breastfeeding Week (Aug. 8-14) – Nourishing Our Futures
• Asian American Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Breastfeeding Week (Aug.
15-21) – Reclaiming Our Traditions
• This is the first year this breastfeeding week is recognized nationally.
• Black Breastfeeding Week (Aug. 25-31) – The Big Pause: Collective Rest for
Collective Power

MN WIC Supports Breastfeeding
WIC serves low-income people who encounter greater barriers to achieving their
breastfeeding goals. Those who enroll in WIC earlier in pregnancy have improved out-
comes, including higher breastfeeding rates. Goodhue County WIC supports and cele-
brates MN WIC moms as they navigate breastfeeding. Staff provide resources explain-
ing the importance and benefits of breastfeeding and answer any questions at every
WIC visit. Breastfeeding moms also receive extra foods to support their nutrition as
they feed their babies. 

For more information, contact Goodhue County WIC at 651-385-6120.

 11365 Hwy. 60 Blvd.
 PO Box 25

 Wanamingo, MN 55983
 Email: 

 riverroadrepair1@gmail.com

 www.riverroadtirepros.com

 Tires, Auto Repair and Service
 Monday-Friday

 8am-5pm
 Saturday

 8am-Noon
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Goodhue Co. Fair

 Our advertisers 
 appreciate your 

 business!

 THANK
 YOU

 Thanks a Bunch!

 Tell them you saw their
 ad in the

 Our advertisers 
 appreciate your business!  THANK

 YOU

 Thanks a Bunch!  Tell them you saw
 their ad in the

 507-412-9813 •  advantagehearingcenter.com
 ZUMBROTA:  1605 Main St, Suite 200  •    CANNON FALLS : 100 South 4th St.

 FARIBAULT:  1575 NW 20th St

 Call today for your FREE, No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

 FREE
 Hearing

 Exam

 FREE
 Consultation

 FREE
 2 Week

 Trial

 HUGE
 Selection
 (In-Ear & 
 Behind 

 Ear)

 BLUETOOTH
 Models 

 available
 (Phone & 

 TV)

 Jayne Bongers   Owner/MN Certified

 DON’T LET HEARING PROBLEMS
 SLOW YOU DOWN!

Join Us for the
2021 Goodhue
County Fair held
Aug. 10-14 in
Zumbrota

(continued from page 1)

Friday, August 13, 2021 at 7 p.m.
Autocross Racing

Adults - $12.00
Under 12 - $8.00
For more information, visit impdemoder-
by.com
No one under the age of 12 is allowed in
the pits. Children ages 12-17 must have a
parent/guardian signature to purchase a pit
pass. 
Saturday, August 14, 2021 at 5 p.m.

Demolition Derby
Adults - $15.00
Under 12 - $10.00

For more information, visit impdemoder-
by.com
No one under the age of 12 is allowed in the
pits. Children ages 12-17 must have a par-
ent/guardian signature to purchase a pit
pass.
2021 Free Entertainment Schedule

Daily entertainment 
All American Lumberjack Show
Located on the southwest side of beer gar-
den
Join us each day for action-packed lum-
berjack competitions, intricate wood carv-
ings and kid's lumberjack camps! 
Show times TBD
For more information, visit lumberjack-
shows.net.
Just 4 Laffs Kids Entertainment
Located by the children's barnyard/4-H
building
Providing family-friendly entertainment
for all ages, including live variety shows,
magical entertainment,  enrichment classes
and more! 
Show times TBD
For more information, follow Just 4 Laffs
on Facebook or visit just4laffsmn.com.

FFA Children's Barnyard
Located west of the 4-H building
Local FFA students will be on hand to
introduce kids to plenty of furry friends -
chicks, rabbits, goats and more! 
Open Tuesday-Saturday
Goodhue County Historical Society
Located in the school house next to the
children's barnyard
The Goodhue County Historical Society
offers fun for the whole family. Each day
will feature unique programming, so be
sure to come back daily to participate in
new activities!
For more information, visit goodhuecoun-
tyhistory.org.
Exhibit Buildings
4-H building open daily from 8 a.m. to 10
p.m.
Commercial buildings open from 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m. on Tuesday and 12:30 p.m. to 9
p.m. Wednesday-Saturday
Open class exhibit buildings open from
Noon to 10 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday
Beer Garden
Open all week with FREE jukebox and
bands Wednesday-Saturday 

Daily schedules
Tuesday, August 10 (Opening Day)
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. - Open class exhibit
entry (except quilts)
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. - TRIAD – Goodhue
County Sheriff's Department
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. – Goodhue County
Sheriff’s K9 Unit
Wednesday, August 11 (Day Care Day)
9:30 a.m. – Goodhue County Junior

 507-824-2912

 Office open in Wanamingo
 Monday through Friday

 • Homeowners
 • Farm
 • Workmen’s Comp
 • Inland Marine
 • Auto
 • Commercial

Holstein Association Show (near dairy barn)
Noon to 6 p.m. – Activities in the school-
house hosted by the Goodhue County
Historical Society
Throughout day – All-American
Lumberjack Show (near beer garden)
Thursday, August 12
(Kid's Birthday Party Day)
10 a.m. – Goodhue County
Commissioners Meeting (entertainment
tent)
Noon to 6 p.m. – Activities in the school-
house hosted by the Goodhue County
Historical Society
4:30pm – Bridget’s Decorated Cupcake
Contest (beer garden)
7:30 p.m. – Farm Bureau Century Farm
Program (entertainment tent)
Throughout day – All-American
Lumberjack Show (near beer garden)
Friday, August 13 (Senior Citizen's Day)
Noon to 6 p.m. – Activities in the school-
house hosted by the Goodhue County
Historical Society
3 p.m. and 6 p.m. – All-American
Lumberjack Show
7 p.m. – Outstanding Senior Award pres-
entation (beer garden)
Throughout day – All-American
Lumberjack Show (near beer garden)
Saturday, August 14 (Family Day)
Throughout day – All-American
Lumberjack Show (near beer garden)
All events are subject to change
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Revland Alignment
641 Main St.,Wanamingo • 507-824-2710 • www.revlandalignment.com

 J S WELDING LLC
 PPoorrttaabbllee aanndd Portable and

 IInn SShhoopp RReeppaaiirr In Shop Repair
 FFaarrmm MMaacchhiinneerryy,, DDaaiirryy EEqquuiippmmeenntt,,  Farm Machinery, Dairy Equipment, 

 FFeenncciinngg && MMoorree Fencing & More
 -- IInnssuurreedd -- - Insured -

 CCaallll aannyyttiimmee 550077--558811--11779988 Call anytime 507-581-1798

 Joshua Sandberg
 47763 Hwy. 57 Blvd., Wanamingo

 NNooww ooffffeerriinngg Now offering
 llaawwnn ccaarree iinn  lawn care in 

 WWaannaammiinnggoo aarreeaa!! Wanamingo area!

 JESSE STEBERG
 Wanamingo

 507-824-2021
 www.zvlinc.com

 FULL SERVICE
 LANDSCAPING
 Residential & Commercial

 Plus! Hydro Seeding
 Sodding - Finish Grading

 Retaining Walls

 HAIRCUTS
 Call or make an 

 appointment
 at the door.

 507-789-5861
 Mondays by appointment

 Dick’s Barbershop
 642 2nd Street, Kenyon

 LAUNDROMAT SERVICE
 FROM 6AM-9PM

 AT SAME LOCATION

Rosefest starts off 2021 with Pro
Wrestling at the Kenyon Fire Hall at 7pm
Thursday, August 19th. On Friday, August
20th and Saturday, August 21st there are
city wide garage sales all around town. A
book sale takes place from 10am to 4pm
Friday and 9am to noon on Saturday at city
hall. The KW Knights Booster Club hosts a
golf tournament starting at 1pm at the
Kenyon Country Club. There will be a hog
roast at the VFW from 4 to 7pm with live
music by Mitchell Hall and the Tennessee
Trio to follow. A wine and beer tasting at
the Kenyon Fire Hall will be held from 5 to

Messenger file photo

RoseFest Next
Weekend in
Kenyon

Neighbors
8pm. The Kenyon Pool holds a regatta at
7pm and free swimming from 8 to 10pm. A
street dance outside the muni featuring the
Local Hooligans starts at 8:30pm.
Saturday, August 21st the 5K run/walk
will start at 8am at the High School.
A car show will be held from 8am to  2pm
and a tractor pull will be at the Maring
Auction Lot starting at 9am.
A vendor sale will be held from 9am to
1pm at Held Bus Garage.  A road rally
leaves the Elevator at 10am.  The kid’s pedal
tractor pull starts at 10am outside Security
State Bank.  From 10am to 2pm the Ladies
Auxiliary serves a lunch at the VFW. Depot
Park will have a kid’s fun day from 10am to
2pm with free inflatable activities, petting
zoo and face painting.
A parade featuring the Shriner units and
the K-W band will take place at 3pm
Saturday. There is a bean bag tournament at
the VFW at 4pm and bingo at 6pm. A street
dance will be held outside the muni at
8:30pm with The Dads.
Sunday, August 22nd there will be a field
of flags at the Veteran’s Park with the
Zumbrota Community band at 1pm and
closing ceremonies at 2pm.

Share Your Good News!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or birth announcement.
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Tim Murry Agronomy Sales & Service 507-581-6218
DENNISON FEED  AND FARM SUPPLY, INC.

PROVENResearch
Supports Agro-Culture Liquid Fertilizers Since 1983

For decades, AgroLiquid has understood that advanced crop fertility products and agricultural practi ces come from
thorough research and applied technology, not guesswork.  That’s why everything we learn through our  extensive research program goes
into the development and manufacture of the most efficient, environmentally responsible crop nutrien t products available.  Our entire line of 
fertilizers is formulated to help producers achieve the best possible, highest quality yields, while  employing sustainable agricultural practices.  
Learn more at agroliquid.com

Chris Olson performs this entertaining
tribute of The King, and will be bringing
his talents and show back to DENNI-
SON, MINNESOTA on Friday,
September 3. Show time will be at
7:30p.m. This will be a rain or shine event
under the big top at the Fireside.This years
show also has a new guest, bringing an
additional voice to the stage,  saluting
Johnny Cash and even some Neil Diamond.
More about that a few paragraphs below. 
Chris Olson's life seems so inevitable. The
hair, the eyes, the sneer, the stride, and the
voice - "THAT VOICE". It's obvious that he
was born to play Elvis. Though Chris
nursed his dreams of being a rock and roll
star, he was somewhat unfamiliar with Elvis
Presley the American icon. Chris, being just
10 years old at the time of Elvis' passing,
couldn't quite figure out what all the com-
motion was about during the funeral; the
radio and TV exposure, etc.Chis Olson is
from White Bear Lake, Minnesota. Born in
1967, he always had a love for music. He

was in a rock band with some high school
buddies. While courting his girlfriend Mary
Ann, she recalls Chris asking her "Is that all
you listen to, Elvis?". Mary Ann answered,
"That's it. There's nothing else to listen to!"
Mary Ann, being a strong willed Elvis fan
who has seen Elvis Presley live three times,
is now Chris' wife and booking agent. It
was Mary Ann who recognized Chris'
singing talent. As Mary Ann tells it, Chris
was singing along with the Elvis music she
never turned off, and sounding more like
Elvis everyday. She new the potential Chris
had as the Elvis performer which Elvis fans
had been missing since his passing 16 years
earlier, in 1977.  So, it's now 1993. Chris
and Mary Ann are married. She gets right to
work fashioning Chris into the Kings
image, though this did take some convinc-
ing on Mary Ann's part.
Chris was hesitant on growing the large
Elvis-like chops, and Mary Ann remembers
Chris saying, " An Elvis performer? I don't
know. Who will come to hear me sing?
Much less, pay me to sing like Elvis? Naah,
I'll pass!"
Time went on, and Mary Ann was starting
to give up on the idea of Chris being an
Elvis performer.
Then, one day after she came home from
shopping, she heard the song Are You
Lonesome Tonight.
As she entered the basement, Chris turned
around with the microphone in his hand.
Mary Ann asked, "Is that you singing?"

Chris answered, "Yeah, it's me." She said, "I
thought it was an Elvis CD!". Immediately
Mary Ann said, "That's it! You're going to be
an Elvis performer!". Mary Ann, being the
big Elvis fan that she is, new she had to
share this chilling talent with the public.
Chris grumbled, "OK, but do I have to grow
those big chops?". Mary Ann answered,
"Yep!"
That was the start of he MEMORIES OF
ELVIS SHOW, by Chris Olson.
After a successful show in 2018 at the
Fireside, Doug Allen Nash will be returning
for the Labor Day weekend show, perform-
ing his tribute to Johnny Cash and Neil
Diamond.
SESAC affiliated writer/publisher and
Nashville recording artist Doug Allen Nash
(www.dougallennash.com) has performed
internationally in over 85 countries while
touring for USO, MWR, and Armed Forces
Entertainment. He was a featured artist on
the Armed Forces Network commercial in
Europe, appeared on radio and television
interviews as well as radio play on European
Music Charts. Nash has also performed
nationally from the Las Vegas strip to major
casinos and resorts such as Sun Valley,
Idaho, Opryland Hotel, and Taj Mahal in
Atlantic City.
He has been the opening act for Wayne
Newton, Charlie Daniels, Huey Lewis and
the News, The Oak Ridge Boys,
Montgomery Gentry and other national
recording artists as well as being the house

band for the largest grossing venue in
Texas, City Streets. Nash co-produced the
trademark show 'Almost Angels', a long-
running production in Atlantic City.
It is because of Doug Allen Nash's great
performances and charisma that he received
the United States Department of Defense's
Certificate of Esteem Award, Certificate of
Appreciation Award, Republic of Korea's
Apple of Excellence Award, and inducted
into the South Dakota Country Music Hall
of Fame.
Doug Allen Nash has performed many
styles and varieties of music over the course
of his career in the entertainment business
and continues to perform with passion. He
is currently performing "Johnny Cash
Tribute - American Icon". It is in this pro-
duction, Nash debuts one of his own songs
"June" co- written and co-produced with
Jeff Silverman in Nashville, TN.
Engineering mix by Grammy Award
Winners John Carter Cash and Chuck
Turner at Cash Cabin Studio in
Hendersonville, TN.
You can see both of these great artists in

Dennison September 3rd.
Advance Tickets are just $20.00. 

$25.00 Day of Show.  Call Fireside at
507-645-9992 or e-mail them at

firesideloungedennison@gmail.com
to order tickets.  You can also  make
dinner reservations that evening ahead

of the show.

(continued from page 1)

THE KING with
Cash & Diamond
Returning to
Dennison

Neighbors
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CITY OF WANAMINGO
City Council Regular Meeting
Monday, July 13, 2021 7:00 P.M.
Wanamingo City Council Chambers –
401 Main Street
Wanamingo, MN
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Holmes.  
Mayor Holmes recognized the passing of
Rex Welch.  Mayor Holmes and the City
Council extend their condolences to Rex’s
family.  Rex had been working on the
recently approved bike-multiuse trail exten-
sion plan within the Wanamingo Nature and
Scenic-Wildlife District.
Mayor Holmes wished to thank everyone
who was involved in putting together anoth-
er successful Wanamingo 4th of July
Celebration.  Mayor Holmes expressed his
gratitude to all those that attended the fes-
tivities after a year off due to the pandemic.
PRESENT: Council:  Ryan Holmes,
Larry VanDeWalker, Eric Dierks, Stuart
Ohr, and Eric Dierks 
City Administrator: Michael Boulton
Deputy Clerk: Karen Masters
ABSENT: Council: Jeremiah
Flotterud
ALSO PRESENT: Brad Kennedy,
Goodhue County Sheriff Marty Kelly,
Goodhue County Chief Deputy Jeremy
Lerfald, Goodhue County Sheriff
Administrator Accountant Kristine Holst,
Goodhue County Deputy Tyler Rogers,
Goodhue County Deputy Justin Kotajarvi,
Buffy Beranek – SEMMCHRA Executive
Director, Karen DuCharme – SEMCCHRA
Administrative Development Director,
Patty Heraty – SEMMCHRA Accountant,
and David Friese – Zumbrota News-
Record.
ADOPT AGENDA:  Ohr motioned to
adopt the amended agenda which adds
Resolution 21-051 – Requesting
Conveyance of Tax Forfeited Parcel
Number 70.380.0710 to the City of
Wanamingo for Park Trail Extension,
Public Use to New Business, seconded by
VanDeWalker.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Dierks
motioned, seconded by VanDeWalker.
Passed 4-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
A) Brad Kennedy reported on:
Staff worked on 4th of July Celebration
preparation including hanging up
banner/flags on Main Street, mowing weed
whipping around town, tree trimming, used
cold mix to patch potholes around the com-
munity, garbage container placements,
parade sign and cone placements, and other
various work.
Riverside Park - Tilled up volleyball
courts and placed nets up, sprayed weeds
around playground, and placed sand around
horseshoe pits.
Cleared trees and brush out of overflow
waterway along Nelson Drive
Water Main repaired on 2nd Avenue near
Trinity Lutheran Church
There is another leak that will need to be
repaired in the 500 block alley of Main
Street and 1st Avenue
Mowed at the WWTP, community garden,
undeveloped lot boulevards, and other vari-
ous areas around town.
Burned the brush pile and pushed up piles
at the tree deposit/compost dump
Councilmember Ohr shared his concerns
with lack of supplies and tools for water
line repairs.  The City had a water main leak
on July 4th and made repairs on July 5th

(holiday).  The leak occurred on the bell of
ductile iron pipe.  This is the third bell fail-
ure of ductile iron pipe in the last seven
years.  Ohr stated that the City should think
about investing in a cutting tool to get
through ductile iron pipe.  Ohr priced a cut-
ting tool for $2,133.  Ohr stated that the
City should have the correct fittings and
tools on hand in preparation for more
potential leaks.  Ohr stated the water pres-
sure is estimated to be raised 10-15 psi city-
wide with the construction of the new water
tower in 2022.  Kennedy stated that the
City staff would be purchasing a number of
fittings of various sizes.  Kennedy stated
that wasted staff hours cost more than hav-
ing the fittings on hand.  
Administrator Boulton shared the City of
Wanamingo response letter to the MPCA’s
(May 20, 2021) MPCA compliance and
inspection.  The MPCA requested informa-
tion on how the City is controlling its users
from Section 2.1 of the permit – regulate
discharge to prevent pass through of pollu-
tants or any inhibition or disruption of the
facility, its treatment processes, or its
sludge processes.  The City is required to
prohibit the discharge of solid waste or vis-
cus pollutants which would obstruct flow,
and pollutant, including oxygen demanding
pollutants such as biochemical oxygen
demand, release at a flow rate or pollutant
concentration that will cause interference
or pass through.  Wanamingo Code of
Ordinances 53.19 states how regulation is
to occur.  The City has never fully enforced
this section of ordinance.
The response includes a plan to notify
large users (Maple Island, Blondies
Butcher Shop, Jason’s Sewer Sucking &
Excavating, and Zumbro Ridge
Estates/Manthie Septic Service) with
copies of the above referenced MPCA letter
and a letter from City with plans for regu-
lation, monitoring, and enforcement by
mid-August 2021.  
The City plans to review and possibly
make changes to ordinances from July
through September to ensure future
enforcement including setting additional
sewer billing fees for sewage waste by
large users’ above normal domestic waste.
The City will then work with large industri-
al users, Blondies Butcher Shop and Maple
Island, on written agreements on regular
testing (weekly testing CBOD, TSS, &
Phosphorus levels paid for by users) and
outlining that any sewage waste above nor-
mal domestic waste will have an inflated
sewage billing fees.  City staff are pricing
out samplers/testing equipment over the
next month in anticipation of purchasing
prior use.  The City will then commence
regular sampling, and if necessary, enforce-
ment.  The City will require Blondies
Butcher Shop to make physical changes to
collect blood or else fine within a compli-
ance schedule (90 days after written agree-
ments are in place). 
Administrator Boulton was informed by
the MPCA that the plan laid out in the
response was approved.  Administrator
Boulton, Rick Turri – Licensed WWTP
Operator, and Brad Kennedy – Wanamingo
Public works will be addressing and imple-
menting each of the items over the next six
months in order to ensure that the City of
Wanamingo is incompliance with section
2.1 of the MPCA WWTP permit.  Some of
these items require action from the City
Council and will be placed on the agenda,

when needed.

B) Buffy Beranek – SEMMCHRA –
Heritage Hills Report

1) Presented 2021 projected
expenses and transfers from the Operating
Reserve Fund – required 
yearly as part of transfer agreement.
2) Operating losses for 2021 are projected
at being up to $2,130.00, lowest in 12 years
of operation
3) Capital Equipment Improvements for
2021 are projected at $50,000.  The
$50,000.00 for capital expenses incurred in
2021 including a portion of the $95,000.00
Heritage Hills re-roofing, completing exte-
rior painting, and replacing of facia and
gutters in 2021.  
4) Heritage Hills roof was replaced in
June 2021 with SEMMCHRA revolving
fund money.  The City levy fund will be
paying back $50,000 of the roughly
$95,000 capital expenses from 2021.
5) In the past 12 years since SEMM-
CHRA took over operations the City of
Wanamingo has contributed $330,190
toward operations of the facility
6) SEMMCHRA is requesting $50,000.00
for 2021 roof replacement, completing
exterior painting, and replacing of facia and
gutters in 2021.
7) SEMMCHRA is asking for a transfer
of up to $52,130.00 from the operating
reserve for projected losses, capital expen-
ditures, and the 2021 re-roofing, complet-
ing exterior painting, and replacing of facia
and gutters
8) 2022 Levy Request will be $25,000
9) No vacancy issues in 2021 – 1.5%,
budgeted 5%)
10) Request to draw down $50,000 for
capital expenses and $2,130 for operating
losses = $52,130 total
11) 2022 Rent increases of $20/month
with budgeting 5% vacancy rate
12) Could see a draw down request in
2022 of as little as $3,000 or the budgeted
amount of $7,000
Holmes asked if SEMMCHRA was ask-
ing to draw down the total $50,000 City
fund at once.  Beranek stated that
SEMMCHRA’s request would draw
$50,000 but that the 2020 levy, payable
2021 would bring the fund back to $25,000
before 2021 operating losses of $2,130.
The account would have $22,870 after
2021 operating shortfalls are drawn.
Boulton asked if there are additional capital
needs in the next couple of years that would
be requesting from the City Fund.  Beranek
stated that there could be up to $10,000 in
capital items such as refrigerators, stoves,
and a hot water heater that need to be
replaced in the next year or two.
C) Marty Kelly & Jeremy Lerfald,
Goodhue County Sheriff and Chief Deputy
– Policing Proposed Contract Extension
1) Presented a 2022-2024 proposed con-
tract extension presentation.  Current polic-
ing contract ends December 31, 2021.
2) Proposed contract calls for 2.9%
($2,739) increase in 2022, 4.9% ($5,678)
increase in 2023, and 4.9% ($5,940)
increase in 2024 
3) The City has seen 2%-3% yearly polic-
ing contract increases from 2016-2021
4) Goodhue County Sheriff true costs are
increasing 6%-12% each year
5) City pays for salary, benefits, uniform,
and holiday pay costs.  City does not pay
for Goodhue County Sheriff vehicle or

communications’ costs.
6) County pays for roughly $30,000/year
in patrol time beyond 6 hours per day serv-
ice contract along with vehicle and commu-
nications costs
Dierks asked what more could be done
about area thefts, egging of vehicles in
Wanamingo, and catalytic converter thefts.
Kelly stated that drugs primarily drive
thefts in Goodhue County.  Kelly stated that
the best deterrent is for residents to call in
suspicious activities into the Sheriff non-
emergency number.  Kelly spoke about the
catalytic converter painting and engraving
program.  Kelly also spoke about the volun-
teer camera registration program.
VanDeWalker asked if there were any thefts
from veterans’ cemetery stars (brass rods).
Kelly said not so much.  Holmes thanked
the Sheriff for outreach, including the cre-
ation of the community engagement posi-
tion, Jennifer Hofschulte.  VanDeWalker
invited the sheriff and patrol deputies to
stop and visit at baseball and softball games
in Wanamingo.  Boulton asked if it was pos-
sible to have more familiar deputies
assigned to Wanamingo.  Boulton stated
that that there are 10-12 different deputies
patrolling Wanamingo in a month.  Boulton
asked if this could be cut in half in order to
help with engagement and familiarity.
Lerfald stated that this sort of staffing dis-
cussion has been taking place.  Kelly stated
that local relationships are a priority and
that staffing would be reviewed.  Kelly stat-
ed that interviews were taking place for a
new patrol captain.  There is one internal
candidate and two external candidates.
Kelly thanked Wanamingo Administrator
Boulton for serving on the interview com-
mittee.  Kelly stated that the new patrol cap-
tain will be charged with reviewing staffing,
including Wanamingo.  Holmes stated his
confidence in the proposed rates and con-
tract.  Holmes asked if it is possible to see
yearly percentage increases in equal
amounts.  Holtz stated that the Sheriff’s
office would put together proposed yearly
increase alternatives for the Wanamingo
Council to consider.  Holtz stated that the
Sheriff’s office would be reviewing con-
tracts compared to costs in 2022 as future
costs become clear.  The Sheriff’s office is
confident in the proposal numbers.
VanDeWalker stated that he wished not to
see large yearly increases to the contract.     
NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION:
21-050 = Approving the Reimbursement
of 2021 Interest on the 2020 Roadway
Improvements Project Special Assessments
to Gerald M. Peterson and Barbara
Peterson: VanDeWalker moved to approve,
Seconded by Dierks.  Passed 4-0-0.
21-051 = Requesting Conveyance of Tax
Forfeited Parcel Number 70.380.0710 to
the City of Wanamingo for Park Trail
Extension, Public Use: Dierks moved to
approve, Seconded by Ohr.  Passed 4-0-0.
Ordinance #197 – Modifying Wanamingo
Code of Ordinances 92.07 Obstructions in
the Street and Sidewalks; Sporting
Equipment and Signs – 1st Reading:
Administrator Boulton explained that the
Wanamingo maintenance staff have previ-
ously voiced concerns to the City Council
regarding basketball hoops placed in the
boulevards.  The basketball hoops overhang
the boulevard into the street.  These basket-
ball hoops can interfere with snow removal,

Local Government

(continued on page 9)
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he will include a 6.51% (from $845,000 to
$900,00) levy increase option at the July
26th Council Budget Meeting for the
Council to consider.  Boulton reminded the
Council to review the proposed 2022 budg-
et and budget memo before the budget
meeting. 
Adjourn: At 8:13PM a motion to adjourn
was made by Ohr and seconded by Dierks.
Passed 4-0-0.
Signed: Ryan Holmes, Mayor
Attest: Michael Boulton,
City Administrator

CITY OF WANAMINGO
City Council Regular Meeting
Monday, July 26, 2021 7:00 P.M.
Wanamingo City Council Chambers –
401 Main Street
Wanamingo, MN
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Holmes
@7:00PM
PRESENT: Council: Ryan Holmes,
Larry VanDeWalker, Stuart Ohr, Jeremiah
Flotterud, and Eric Dierks
City Administrator: Michael Boulton
ABSENT: Deputy Clerk Karen Masters
ALSO PRESENT: Brad Kennedy     
ADOPT AGENDA:  Ohr motioned to
adopt the agenda, seconded by Flotterud.
Passed 5-0-0. 
PRESENTERS: 
None 
NEW BUSINESS:
1) 2022 Budget discussions
A) City Council looked at the staff pro-
posal of the 2022 proposed budget, Memo
on 2022 proposed budget, and proposed
2022 levy.  The proposed to increase to the
levy is 4.97% ($845,000 to $887,000).  The
Council may wish to consider a higher levy
($900,000 or 6.5%) due to inflation and
addressing equipment needs.  
B) Administrator Boulton explained a
number of line items that had either
changed from the previous year or needed
an explanation.  The proposed $50,000
street seal coating project and Prairie Ridge
Estates Park shelter project are the largest
general fund changes.
C) Administrator Boulton explained that
the new Concast addition now has a taxable
value of $276,700.  This would bring in
roughly $11,344.70 (slightly less than half
City portion) in property taxes (0.041).  Jeff
Benson’s new storage building has a taxable
value of $142,800.  This would bring in
roughly $5,854.80 (slightly less than half
City portion in property taxes (0.041).
Jason Grant Trucking new truck shop build-
ing has a taxable value of $142,200.  This
would bring in roughly $5,830.20 (slightly
less than half City portion in property taxes
(0.041).  New construction within the com-
munity over the last six years (15 new tax-
able homes in 2020) should aid with the
increase to the taxable market value
increase.  The new construction should off-
set roughly 2/3’s of the proposed levy
increase (3.5% of the proposed 4.97%
increase). The Council will see how the
finalized 2022 market value rates compared
to the proposed levy increase will affect
property values based on $100,000 levels in
October. The Council will be setting the ini-
tial levy at the August meeting and could
stay at the same levy amount or decrease at
the December meeting.  The Council could
not increase the levy from August to
December.  
D) Boulton stated that Local Government

Aid (LGA) certified amounts would
increase from $270,221 in 2021 to
$272,559 in 2022.  The legislature recently
approved funding for Small Cities
Assistance to communities under 5,000
population for use on road construction and
maintenance.  This formula has been peri-
odically funded in recent years.  The City of
Wanamingo will receive $14,015 in 2021
and 2022.    
VanDeWalker stated that he was comfort-
able with the proposed budget and the
6.51% levy increase ($900,000).  Flotterud
stated that he was fine with starting the dis-
cussion with a 6.51% levy increase, with a
total levy of $900,000 for the preliminary
levy in August.  Flotterud stated that he may
have objections to setting the final levy at a
6.51% increase in December.  Flotterud
stated that it would be nice to start with a
high preliminary levy and set a final levy
lower to show the public the full wants and
come down to needs only.  Holmes agreed
that the City should look at starting with a
higher preliminary levy and possibly com-
ing down with final.  Flotterud asked
Boulton where the general fund proposed
increase of $22,000 was to go.  Boulton
stated that the proposed 2022 chip sealing
project of $50,000, Prairie Ridge Estates
Park shelter project of $15,000, and
wage/benefits increase would eat up the
general fund proposed increases and other
revenue increases.  Flotterud asked what the
proposed percent and dollar amount of the
increase in wages and health insurance for
2022.  Boulton stated that 3% wage increas-
es were in the proposed budget, equally
roughly $7,000.  Boulton budgeted a 6%
increase in health insurance or roughly
$4,500.  Boulton stated that wages and
health insurance are paid out of the general
fund and water/sewer enterprise funds.
Boulton stated his concerns with current
and future inflation.  Boulton stated that
only a small portion of the general fund
budget would be subject to inflation, but
this could eat up thousands of dollars when
the City purchases goods and services in
2022.  Flotterud expressed concerns with
yearly compounding increases in property
tax levy.  Flotterud expressed concerns with
the increased burden to property taxpayers.
Flotterud said that there has to be a happy
median on amount of debt service com-
pared to the share of the tax levy.  Holmes
also shared Flotterud’s concerns with push-
ing property taxes too high.  Ohr shared his
concerns with everything costing more
money and that if the City falls behind there
is no way to catch up.  Ohr stated that the
City needs to consider keeping up levy
increases to maintain current infrastructure
and equipment needs or else the town could
lose appeal to maintain or add residents in
the future.  Boulton also noted that new
construction probably will not continue at
the same rate in the next few years and will
in turn slow the levy growth. Boulton also
noted that the Council's intentions are to
increase the utility rates incrementally for
future waste water treatment plant and
water tower/well house projects.  Boulton
stated it would be ideal to for the increase in
the 2023 levy to be inflationary plus captur-
ing the new table market value (tax base) in
the levy.  The Council agreed to stay with
the Administrator's proposed budget and
levy for 2022.  Administrator Boulton will
reflect the desire to see an 6.51%, or
$55,000 levy increase in the 2022 proposed

Levy Resolution and 2022 Proposed
Budget.
RESOLUTION:
21-052 = Approving Updated 10-Year
Capital Improvements Plan for the City of
Wanamingo: Dierks moved to approved,
seconded by Flotterud.  Capital
Improvements 10-Year Plan Discussion
took place – new/updated items include
$4,500 yearly leasing of skid loader, pur-
chasing of skid loader sweeper attachment,
snow plow attachment, fire hall generator,
Prairie Ridge Park Shelter/Equipment, and
future removal of Riverside Park dam
structure and river bank rehab.  Kennedy
stated that the dump truck will more than
likely need to be replaced earlier than the
capital improvement plan lists.  Ohr stated
that there should be an equipment fund and
that there should be a separate line item.
Ohr stated that general fund items such as a
dump truck should be paid out of an equip-
ment fund (levy) rather than the general
fund (levy).  Flotterud agreed that a sepa-
rate fund would be preferred rather than
building up the general fund.  Flotterud
stated that he hates levying for surplus
funds.  Boulton suggested that a levy could
be set for an equipment fund with the pre-
liminary levy.  Boulton stated that the dif-
ference between the two proposed levy
increases of 4.97% ($887,000) and 6.51%
($900,000), $13,000, could be placed on
the levy.  The Council consensus was for
Boulton to make the recommended adjust-
ments to the levy resolution and budget for
an equipment fund with a $13,000 2022
levy.  Passed 5-0-0.
Administrator Boulton provided a memo
to the City Council regarding the City leas-
ing a skid loader.  The current skid loader is
a wheel-driven 1995 John Deere 6675.  The
skid loader is over 25 years old.  The City
had the skid loader in last year for servicing
due to perceived loss of hydraulic power.
The servicing helped but it still lacks the
necessary power for heavy snow removal.
It does not have a road speed.  Therefore, it
takes three times longer to drive across
town compared to those skid loaders with
two-speed.  The City has a regular bucket,
snow removal bucket, rotating blade, pallet
forks, and broom attachments.  In the future
the City will need to replace the broom
attachment and purchase a snow plow
attachment.  The plan would be to
rent/lease a rotary/brush hog attachment, as
needed.
The City maintenance staff utilize the cur-
rent skid loader for snow removal in cul-de-
sacs and dead-end streets along with inter-
section clean up.  Use of the skid loader for
snow removal has increased as the City has
grown out in Emerald Valley and Prairie
Ridge subdivisions.  The maintenance staff
would prefer to load the sander with the
skid loader rather than dropping snow plow
off pay loader and loading with bucket.
The maintenance staff regularly utilizes the
current skid loader to push up the brush pile
and grade alleys.  A larger skid loader with
tracks would be able to utilize a rotary
(brush hog) attachment to clear willows and
cattails around the City’s six storm water
ponds.  The maintenance run 100-130
hours/year on the current skid loader.  The
maintenance staff believe that they utilize a
two-speed track skid loader more than the
current skid loader, placing additional
hours per year (closer to 200).

Local Government
(continued from page 8)
street, sweeping, and other routine mainte-
nance work.  An additional concern would
be the City condoning children playing in
the street.  There are currently a half a
dozen basketball hoops, some cemented
into the ground in the boulevards around
Wanamingo. 
Wanamingo Code of Ordinances 97.02
vaguely speaks about not placing obstruc-
tions in the street or sidewalk without hav-
ing a permit.  Wanamingo staff are hesitant
to enforce this section of the code of ordi-
nances for basketball hoops.  Staff believes
that prior to enforcement the Council
should strengthen the ordinance with lan-
guage for all athletic equipment, including
basketball hoops.
At the direction of Mayor Holmes, City
Attorney, David Jacobsen put together the
attached ordinance change that addresses
the athletic equipment concerns by City
staff.  The proposed ordinance does not
address condoning playing of sports in the
streets.  With the current proposal home-
owners could still apply for a permit to
place athletic equipment in the street or
sidewalk, but would allow the City to direct
owners to move them for routine mainte-
nance, including snow removal and street
sweeping.  
The proposed ordinance change is a good
place for the City Council to start discus-
sions on the concern.  Administrator
Boulton will document and contact home-
owners who have basketball hoops in the
streets.  Administrator Boulton will let
homeowners know the direction that coun-
cil has given on the proposed ordinance and
invite them for a public hearing/discussion
of the proposed ordinance at the August
City Council meeting.  The Council could
then either take action on the proposed ordi-
nance at the August City Council meeting
or direct further changes to be made.  The
Council could bring the proposed ordinance
with changes back at the September City
Council meeting for review and considera-
tion. 
VanDeWalker stated that some of the bas-
ketball hoops lean toward the street.
Boulton stated the when the City has had
storms with high winds some of these hoops
had been tipped over into the streets.
Kennedy stated that he wished to see any
ordinance or ordnance change be fully
enforced for all hoops, including his hoop.
Kennedy stated when he placed his basket-
ball hoop in the boulevard, he expected the
Council to one day address hoops and that
he would remove his hoop from the boule-
vard.  Boulton stated that he wished to see
clear direction from the Council before tak-
ing any action so that there was consistency
from the crafting of the ordinance to
enforcement.  VanDeWalker and Dierks
stated that there is a probable need for bas-
ketball court(s) at City Park(s).  Holmes is
happy with inviting the public to the August
City Council meeting to find a common-
sense solution regarding basketball hoops
(athletic equipment).  
OLD BUSINESS: 
*Next City Council meeting on 8/9/2021
at 7:00pm
*2022 City Council Budget Workshop
meeting on 7/26/2021 at 6:00pm.
Boulton stated that the staff recommended
preliminary 2022 Levy of 4.97% (from
$845,00 to $887,000) increase may not be
enough with inflation.  Boulton stated that
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or at the WWTP.  Boulton stated that he
would bring a resolution declaring the skid
loader surplus and authorizing the sale at
the August 9th City Council meeting.  
Public Hearing on Abatement Clean-Up at
305 2nd Street E (Braget) - Mayor Holmes
opened the public hearing at 8:41PM.
Boulton explained that the Bragets had
been notified of the Council’s intentions to
see abatement clean-up at 305 2nd Street E
property as per the written order to abate
nuisance.  Boulton provided the Council
photos of the nuisances.  Boulton stated that
the Bragets had started clean-up work and
had JMC lined up to remove dead trees and
trim branches at the property.  Boulton stat-
ed that the plan would be to removed up to
four dumpsters of garbage/debris from the
property.  Boulton stated that Waste
Management quoted the 30-yard dumpster
price of $257/haul, $120/ton, along with
State and Federal fees.  Boulton stated that
the City maintenance staff would be assist-
ing with filling the dumpsters and general
clean-up, when necessary.  Holmes wants to
make sure that the debris is not moved from
one of Bragets’ properties to the next.  Ohr
stated that he wished to see as much
garbage/debris removed from the property.
No further public input was offered.  Mayor
Holmes closed the public hearing at
8:46PM.
21-053 = Ordering the Abatement of
Conditions Creating a Nuisance at 305 2nd
Street E, Wanamingo, MN 55983:
Flotterud moved to approve, seconded by
Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0.  Boulton stated that a

dumpster would be ordered from Waste
Management as soon as possible.
21-054 = Approving a Revision to the
2021 New Hires for the Wanamingo Fire
Department:  VanDeWalker moved to
approve, seconded by Dierks.  Boulton stat-
ed that Adam Taylor, one of the June Fire
Department appointees, submitted his res-
ignation due to scheduling conflict with
new job obligations.  Boulton consulted
City Attorney David Jacobsen about having
the fire fighter hiring committee recom-
mend hiring the next in line candidate,
based upon assigned interview points, with-
in a 60-day window of the original hiring.
The fire fighter hiring committee recom-
mended the next in line candidate, Bradley
Rostad, to be officially hired by the City
Council.  Passed 5-0-0.
OLD BUSINESS:
Updates:
Administrator Boulton provided updated
yearly increase options for the policing con-
tract from the Goodhue County Sheriff’s
Office.  The alternative option to the July
12th proposal (2.4%/$2,739 increase in
2022, 4.9%/$5,678 increase in 2023, and
4.9%/$5,940 increase in 2024) included
yearly 4.05% increases ($4,607 in 2022,
$4,784 in 2023, and $4,978 in 2024).
Boulton stated that is option would have the
City collectively paying significantly more
over the life of the contract compared to the
option presented at the July 12th meeting.
Boulton stated that this option is front-
loaded even though the increases are simi-
lar $14,357 (original option) compared to
$14,369 (new option).  Dierks wished to
stay with the option originally presented at

the July 12th Council meeting.  Flotterud
had no complaints with current policing
contract.  Flotterud, Ohr, and VanDeWalker
indicated that they would be open to either
option.   Holmes expressed his desire for
original, July 12th presented option.
Boulton stated that the original option, pre-
sented July 12th would be brought to the
City Council along with accompanying res-
olution for consideration at the August 9th
City Council meeting.
*Next City Council meeting on 8/9/2021
Adjourn: At 8:57PM a motion to adjourn
the meeting made by Flotterud and second-
ed by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0.
Signed: Ryan Holmes, Mayor
Attest: Michael Boulton,
City Administrator

(continued from page 9)
City staff obtained government purchase
and lease quotes from John Deere and
Ziegler Caterpillar.  John Deere 325G
Compact Track Loader has a government
purchase price of $59,500 and a 200
hour/year lease price of $4,500/year
(receiving a new skid loader yearly).
Ziegler Caterpillar 259D3 Track Loader has
a government purchase price of $57,870
and a 500 hour/year lease price of
$17,096.88/year (2-year lease with pur-
chase option to follow).  City staff recom-
mend the Council approve leasing the John
Deere 325G Compact Track Loader for
$4,500/year.  Flotterud stated that the lease
was a great idea and very affordable.  Ohr
asked if the proposed 200-hour limit would
be enough.  Kennedy stated that the current
skid loader is used 100-150 hours/year.
Boulton asked for authority to initiate the
paperwork with formal approval of the
lease agreement with accompanying resolu-
tion be brought to the Council for consider-
ation at the August 9th City Council meet-
ing.  The Council consensus was to proceed
with the SEMA lease option.  Boulton
asked the Council their thoughts with sell-
ing or keeping the current skid loader.  The
current skid loader had a trade-in value of
$5,000-$7,000 with a sale price between
$10,00-$12,000.  Flotterud stated that the
City should sell the current skid loader once
the lease is approved and accepted.  Ohr
agreed that the current skid loader should be
sold.  Flotterud said that it made no sense to
keep the skid loader at the cold storage barn
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THEME: TV THEME SONGS

ACROSS
1. ____ʻs razor
6. Credit card-related acronym
9. Goes with rave
13. Garlic mayo
14. “Jack and the Beanstalk” exclamation
15. Echo sounder
16. Beauty shop
17. European Economic Community
18. Falstaffian in body
19. *“Scooby-Dooby-Doo, where are you? We got some
work ____ ____ ____“
21. *“So no one told you life was gonna be ____ ____“
23. Pocket watch chain
24. Uncouth one
25. Place to get a massage
28. Boozer
30. Pie nuts
35. Sharpen
37. Orange powder drink mix
39. Tennis-affected joint
40. Bright thought
41. Reputation-damaging gossip
43. Symphony member
44. Famous Beethoven symphony
46. Microsoft browser
47. “Young Frankenstein” leading actor
48. Dines at home
50. Telephoned
52. Up to present time
53. Neat
55. Diamond stat
57. *“Gee, our old ____ ran great, those were the days”
61. *“Letʼs ride with the family down the street through
the courtesy of Fredʼs ____ ____“
65. Loosen laces
66. Opposite of vend
68. Kind of artery
69. One Beatle
70. Recipe amt.
71. Opposite of atonal
72. *“Where the kisses are hers and ____ and his,
Threeʼs company too”
73. Sigma Alpha Epsilon
74. Rosetta Stone, e.g.

SUDOKU ANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!
News, Photos, Events...

Email your news to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Down
1. Brewerʼs kiln
2. “Ta-ta!” in Italy
3. *“If youʼre out on the road feeling lonely, and so ____“
4. Remote in manner
5. S.S. ____ of “Gilliganʼs Island”
6. Not many (2 words)
7. *“Movinʼ on up to the east side, we finally got a piece of
the ____“
8. Right-hand page
9. Schneider and Reiner
10. Afresh
11. Astronautʼs insignia
12. Three pointer
15. Evening party
20. Sad newspaper notices
22. Goes with skip and a jump
24. Without a trace of moisture (2 words)
25. *“Everybodyʼs got a special kind of story, everybody
finds a way to ____“
26. Podium, pl.
27. Concerning, archaic
29. *“Sometimes you wanna go where everybody knows
your ____“
31. Heidiʼs “Magic Wooden Shoe”
32. The Beatlesʼ “____ Road”
33. Not a soul (2 words)
34. *“Sunny day, sweepinʼ the clouds away on my way to
where the air is ____“
36. “Good ____“ cooking show
38. Lady nÈe Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta
42. Extend subscription
45. Infamous German leader
49. Naught
51. Barley kernels
54. Financial woes
56. Where thereʼs trouble?
57. Verdant
58. Initial stake
59. Hollywood Walk of Fame honor
60. A snob puts them on
61. Use a keyboard
62. Marine eagle
63. Bibliographical abbr.
64. *“Just sit right back and youʼll hear a ____“
67. *“Oh boy itʼs swell to say, Good morning ____!”
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