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Announcements
• Mark Your Calendar:
September 1, 2021 - Rockets Blast

Off Day
September 7, 2021 - Opening Day

for the 2021/2022 School Year
September 10, 2021 - True Blue

Celebration
October 7, 2021 - Dig Pink
October 8, 2021 - Homecoming
• Lunch Bunch is a group of RHS

Alumni that meets at 11 a.m. the third
Thursday of the month for lunch at
Little Oscar’s. All alumni and friends
are invited to join us.
• Hegre's Annual Fall Swedish

Meatball Supper: Wednesday
September 22, 2021. Serving from 4-7
pm. Take-out or curbside pick-up
orders only. Please place orders before
Friday, September 17th to guarantee
meals. Drive-up orders the day of sup-
per until food is gone. Please call or
text orders to Beth @ 507-330-4996,
include number of meals, time, dessert
choice. Meal cost $15.00 (adult size
serving only). Swedish meatballs,
ham, mashed potatoes & gravy, corn,
coleslaw, dinner roll, apple or pumpkin
dessert. Picnic tables are available at
the church.

Hegre Lutheran Church
51939 Hwy. 56 Blvd, Kenyon

Do you have an announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Fish Fry
 All Day Fridays
 All You Can Eat 5:00pm to Close

 Catering Available for Food and Liquor
 New Trier • 651-437-5618

 Closed Monday; Open Daily at 11:00am Tuesday-Saturday ; Open for Breakfast 8:30am to Noon Sundays
 Scott & Linda Nelson, owners

OpenLabor DayweekendSept. 4th & 5th!
Closed MondayLabor DaySept. 6th

CChhrriiss OOllssoonnCChhrriiss OOllssoonnChris Olson
iiss EELLVVIISSiiss EELLVVIISSis ELVIS

 www.espking.com

SShhooww TTiimmee FFrriiddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 33 aatt 77::3300 PPMMSShhooww TTiimmee FFrriiddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 33 aatt 77::3300 PPMMShow Time  Friday, September 3 at 7:30 PM

 ~  A Tribute Show to The King, Man In Black & Neil Diamond ~

DDoouugg AAlllleenn NNaasshh iissDDoouugg AAlllleenn NNaasshh iissDoug Allen Nash is
JJOOHHNNNNYY CCAASSHH && NNEEIILL DDIIAAMMOONNDDJJOOHHNNNNYY CCAASSHH && NNEEIILL DDIIAAMMOONNDDJOHNNY CASH & NEIL DIAMOND
 www.dougallennash.com

 

$20.00

 

Advance
 Tickets

 $25.00 Day of
 Show

 CALL 507-645-9992 or EMAIL: 
 firesideloungedennison@gmail.com
 TO MAKE DINNER RESERVATIONS!

 www.firesidelounge.net

 THE  KI NG
 with

 CASH &
 DIAMOND

 (See ad on page 8)

THE KING with Cash & Diamond Returning to Dennison
After a year of cancelled events, the pop-

ular Labor Day Weekend show featuring
the music of Johnny Cash, Elvis, and Neil
Diamond returns to Dennison Friday,
September 3rd, 2021.
For fans young and old, if you have ever

been to the popular Breezy Point Resort up
north in Minnesota, you may have caught
The Memories of Elvis Show (www.esp-
king.com).with Chris Olson.
You may have seen their show on the

dockside bar at Breezy Point or if you have

been to Dennison the past
few years on Labor Day
Weekend,
Chris Olson performs

this entertaining tribute
of The King, and will
be bringing his talents
and show back to DEN-
NISON, MINNESOTA
on Friday, September 3.
Show time will be at
7:30p.m.
This will be a rain or

shine event under the
big top at the Fireside.
Doug Allen Nash will
again join the show
this year with is tribute to Neil Diamond and
also his "Johnny Cash Tribute - American
Icon".

)continued on page 8)

Great crew, 5200 lbs of
corn picked and shucked.
Thanks to everyone for
your support of the
Randolph-Hampton Fire
Department!
(additional pictures on page 5)

photos courtesy of Randolph-
Hampton Fire Dept.

53rd Annual Chicken Barbeque
& Street Dance

REDWING, Minn. — In response to the
recent significant increase of COVID-19
cases in Minnesota, Mayo Clinic Health
System is implementing new visitor
restrictions and enhancing the availability
of COVID-19 testing and vaccinations.
"We’re testing hundreds of people each

day for COVID-19. In southeast
Minnesota counties outside of Rochester,
15 to 20 percent of tests are coming back
positive," says Robert Albright, Jr. D.O.,
regional vice president, Southeast
Minnesota Region, Mayo Clinic Health
System. "Nearly all patients hospitalized
due to COVID-19 are unvaccinated peo-
ple. For our part, Mayo will continue to

Mayo Clinic Responds to Increased COVID-19 Activity in SE MN
vaccinate as many people as possible, give
antibody infusions to prevent hospitaliza-
tions, encourage masking and educate our
communities on the threat of another surge.
Our communities can, in turn, help us keep
medical professionals available for non-
COVID-19 care by getting vaccinated and
wearing masks to reduce the spread of the
virus."
Mayo Clinic Health System restricts vis-
itors due to surge in COVID-19 cases
Mayo Clinic Health System's Southeast

Minnesota Region will reduce the number
of visitors allowed in its hospitals and clin-
ics to one designated visitor per patient,
beginning Wednesday, Aug. 25. This

change affects hospitals in Albert Lea,
Austin, Cannon Falls, Lake City and Red
Wing, Minnesota, as well as all Mayo
Clinic Health System clinics in the region.
Mayo Clinic Health System is making

this change in response to increasing cases
of COVID-19 in the communities it serves,
largely due to the delta variant. All visitors
must comply with masking and safety
requirements. Visitor restrictions are sub-
ject to change, depending on the presence
of COVID-19 in each community.
Mayo Clinic Health System will provide

the latest guidelines on the Mayo Clinic
Health System website.
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E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
 to the Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger at: 

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

The Church Directory is Sponsored by:

ST. MARK’S 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH

28595 Randolph Blvd.
 www.stmarksrandolph.com

 Pastor Lue Moua
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. & on Facebook

 Bible Study Tuesdays at 9:00a.m.
 & 1st Wednesday at 11:00a.m.

 WELCA 1st Wednesday at 10:00a.m.
 Questions?  Call 507-263-9182

ST. MATHIAS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
 HAMPTON

5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass
 8:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Mass

 Questions?
 Call Mon..-Friday 651-437-9030

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
 CASTLE ROCK

9:00 a.m. Worship Service,
 Coffee After

 10:15 a.m. Sunday School
 Questions?  Call 507-645-0042

 Be Strong and Courageous
 “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your 

 God will be with you wherever you go.”  — Joshua 1:9
 It’s natural to have some fear or apprehension at the beginning 

 of a new task. We may ask ourselves questions like “What if I 
 don’t know what to do?” or “What if I’m not good enough?” 
 Every time I stand up in front of a group of people to present 
 something—whether it’s a sermon, a lecture, or a presentation of 
 some kind—those questions run through my head and are 
 accompanied by fear and doubt.

 In our passage today Joshua had just been told that Moses, the 
 leader of God’s people, was dead. And now God told Joshua that 
 he would be the one to lead the people. What a huge task! We 
 couldn’t blame Joshua for at least having a little fear. But God 
 tells him to be strong and courageous and not to be afraid or 
 discouraged. And this encouragement is more than a pep talk. 
 This is God’s promise to Joshua that wherever he goes in the new 
 land that God would bring them into—and however hard the task 
 before him would be—God would always be right there with 
 him.

 We face difficulties all the time—at work and school, and with 
 our families and friends. We have many opportunities to be 
 discouraged and afraid. But God’s promise to us is the same as it 
 was to Joshua: God will be with us wherever we go.

 And if God is with us, what do we have to fear?

23280 Main Street, Hampton
 (651) 437-9535

 300 West Main Street
 Cannon Falls

NOTICE
 Due to COVID-19 check your church website or 

 Facebook page for updates.

 AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
RANDOLPH BAPTIST CHURCH

29020 Dawson Avenue in the heart of Randolph 
 (adjacent to Randolph Public School grounds).

 Sunday School 9:00a.m.
 (children, teen, and adult classes)

 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.
 Jesus and Me (JAM) Kids Club 3:00-5:00p.m.

 first and second Wednesday of the school month.
 Pastor Dennis Ingolfsland

 Questions?  Call church office 507-663-1437

CHRIST UMC

Pastor Gary Liker
 29470 Gaylord Ave., Cannon Falls • 263-2273

 www.christunitedmethodist.org
 Sunday Worship 9:00a.m.

 Adult Sunday School virtually at 10:30a.m. 
 Wednesday Evening Youth Group 7:00-8:30p.m.

STANTON UMC

Pastor Gary Liker
 1020 Hwy. 19 Blvd., Stanton • 507-263-4063

 www.stantonunitedmethodist.org
 Sunday Worship at 10:15a.m.

Business & Subscription Office:
P.O. Box 125

Dennison, MN 55018
Phone: 507-645-9877
Fax: 507-645-9878

Place your ad in the next issue
of the

Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock
Messenger.

Call Terry at 507-951-7417
or email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
Published monthly by Mainstreeet Publishing.
© 2021, Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger

All rights reserved.

Religion

Keeping your name in front
of your potential customers

is an essential part of
marketing your business in
todays competitive market.
Place your ad in the next issue

of the
Randolph-Hampton-Castle

Rock Messenger.
Call Terry at 507-951-7417 or

email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Have you ever said “I believe ______”
but your actions didn’t follow up? Every
single one of us has. It’s too common, it’s
sadly kind of expected. “Yeah, Pastor,
nobody is perfect…we all do that…it’s no
big deal.” This excuse to behavior doesn’t
work well anywhere else in my life. ‘Hey,
son, I know I missed your graduation, but
nobody is perfect.’ ‘Hey, Gary, I know I
forgot our anniversary, but nobody is per-
fect.’
What is it with excuses? Florence

Nightingale was asked about what helped
her stay the course - what helped her live
out what she believed. she said, “I attribute
my success to this: I never gave or took an
excuse.”
What if we decided to be as committed as

that - to have no excuses, to really spend
time on our faith commitment; to be in a
close relationship with God. But- life hap-
pens—stuff just gets piled up and in the
way. We get confused about life. We strug-
gle with temptation. We have good inten-
tions, and we struggle with the follow
through- it’s easy to make excuses for why
our relationship with God isn’t growing.
Part of our problem is that we don’t know
who we are- we have a difficult time rec-
ognizing and accepting who God says we
are, we have a mistaken identity. This is
not a new problem- Jesus introduced him-

self to a woman that had a mistaken identi-
ty. You can read about her in John chapter
4.
Jesus and his disciples had been walking

all morning. Jesus is tired and thirsty, and
He stops at Jacob’s Well. The disciples go
into the town to get some food for lunch.
“Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw

water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give
me a drink.” He was alone at the time
because His disciples had gone into the vil-
lage to buy some food. The woman was
surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything
to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus,
“You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan
woman. Why are you asking me for a
drink?” Right away she is
using identity words: You’re a Jew. I’m a
Samaritan.
John 4:10, “Jesus replied, “If you only

knew the gift God has for you and who you
are speaking to, you would ask me, and I
would give you living water.” Jesus essen-
tially says, “Oh, you think life is all about
being a Jew or a Samaritan? There’s a big-
ger picture.
When the woman addresses Jesus, she

leads with titles and identities established
on earth – man-made titles. Jesus changes
the subject and essentially says… Our iden-
tity is connected to eternity. In other
words, our identity isn’t defined by our bad

experiences. Our identity shouldn’t be
crafted from cravings or desires, or by what
we own or our family origins.
Jesus came to give us a new identity, the

best identity! When we accept Jesus as our
Savior, we become a part of His family. We
are new creations, pure and holy, through
His blood shed for us. Paul wrote in 2
Corinthians 5:16-18, “So we have stopped
evaluating others from a human point of
view. At one time we thought of Christ
merely from a human point of view. How
differently we know him now! 17 This
means that anyone who belongs to Christ
has become a new person. The old life is
gone; a new life has begun! 18 And all of
this is a gift from God, who brought us
back to himself through Christ. And God
has given us this task of reconciling people
to him.” Paul says that once we are Jesus
followers, we stop looking at people
through our human point of view- instead
we look at them through Jesus eyes. We are
a new person- our old life is gone- dead and
buried- not to be resurrected!!! God gives
us a new life- we are a new person in Jesus
Christ. Our true identity doesn’t really
emerge until we believe in Jesus and accept
Him. When we’re struggling with who we
are- we need to look to our Creator, He has
the best answer for who we are. Life will

Who
Am I?

hand us struggles and hard times: someone
dumps you or you get fired, your mistreat-
ed or overlooked. No matter the struggle or
the awfulness of a situation remember: You
are still His. When the good times come,
you are still His, when life is full and amaz-
ing or you’re at the top of the mountain,
You are His during the good times too!
Don’t forget whose you are:
When you feel defeated: Remember who

you are!
When you feel overwhelmed: Remember

who you are!
When you feel ashamed- you’ve taken a

wrong turn: Remember who you are!
When you get up tomorrow: Remember

who you are!
When you look in the mirror: Remember

who you are: You are a son, you are a
daughter of the King of Kings, you are a
child of God!!! He is with you and will
guide you and shape you to become all that
He has created you for!!!
Surrender yourself to Jesus Christ. He

will make you new- He will give you your
true identity. You are more than your cir-
cumstances- you are a son of God; you are
a daughter of God! Now live like it! No
excuses… Remember who and whose you
are!!!
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Obituary & Community

Keeping your name in front of your potential
customers is an essential part of marketing
your business in todays competitive market.
Place your ad in the next issue of the The Messenger.

Call Terry at 507-951-7417
or email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

9.25.2021
 Come One Come All Let’s Celebrate At

 HAMPTON
 FROELICHES

 (If You’re Not Fluent in German...Cheerful, Happy & Enthusiastic)

 DAY

 ..

 Proceeds go to; the Randolph-Hampton Fire Dept. & First Responders, 
 Hampton City Parks, Community Events & Programs.

 Join us Saturday for;
 8 am Cook’s Meeting

 2-5 pm Kids Activities, Dakota Co. Sheriff’s Dept.
 & Fire Dept. Demos, Adult Activities & Contests

 2-7 pm Food Vendors, Bags Tournament
 & Kids Games

 2:30-4 pm BBQ Tasting and Voting.
 Winner announced around 5 pm.
 4-7 pm DJ - Crazy Craig Croakee
 7:30 pm Street Dance with Music

 by the COXMEN, and fun, fun, fun!

 THANK YOU LOCAL SPONSORS!!!
 BOLTON & MENK

 Lucky’s Round Up Bar
 Meric’s Woodfire Oven

 Nicolai Repair
 Ottornatic Lawn Care
 Auto Care Solutions
 Ellen & Son Trucking

Becky Anne (Schafer) Trinka
Becky Anne (Schafer) Trinka was born to Rupert and Lucille (Carlson) Schafer on

October 10, 1957. She and her 5 siblings grew up in a close-
knit community of neighbors on the shores of Lake Byllesby,
where their childhood buddies became life-long friends. She
attended Randolph High School and later received cosmetol-
ogy and business licenses. She owned and managed two hair
salons for many years. After a brief retirement, she began
working at Marshall Line Bus Company. She made many good
friends in both of these careers and enjoyed the people in each
workplace.
Becky had three daughters: Lisa Freier, Mandy (Joe) Aldrich,

and Jamie (Jon) Selin and she married Robert Trinka in 1984.
She had 8 grandchildren whom she adored. Andrew and Benjamin Freier; Liam,
Honey, and Nora Aldrich; William, Callie, and Kajsa Selin. Becky went to great
lengths to create fun memories with her grandchildren.
Everywhere she went, Becky brought her energetic and welcoming spirit. She could

brighten any room and was always ready to have fun! It has been said of her, “When
Becky arrived, the party started!” She was encouraging and supportive of the people
around her and she was an incredible friend. Even in the most recent years of endur-
ing debilitating medical challenges, she showed her indomitable spirit by maintaining
a positive attitude and continuing to build fun into relationships with her caregivers.
She will be greatly missed by many.
A visitation was on Thursday, Aug. 5 from 4-7:00 pm at Lundberg Funeral Home,

5839 Hwy 19 Blvd, Cannon falls, MN 55009. There was a short service at 7:00 pm.

For The Quality & Honesty You Deserve!
 Check out our website - tnprservices.com

Real Estate Sales & Leasing
 300 Oak Street, Farmington, MN 55024

Top Notch Properties
 & Realty Services

651-460-6674

Eric Ruud 
 Owner/Broker
 612-245-4382

Kim Rademacher
 Salesperson
 651-245-1800

Jeanne Werner
 Salesperson
 612-328-1893

Tony VanDeSteeg
 Salesperson
 651-336-7257

Castle Rock Bank
Open House

Castle Rock Bank held their open house last month. Pictured above are Danny
Nicolai, Mary Nicolai, Melissa Neperud, Heather Siebenaler, LaVonne Nicolai, Becky
Blonigen, Michelle Nicolai, Dave Nicolai
Branch Manager Melissa Neperude stated business has been good, with more local area

residents doing business at the bank. The bank also has the community room available in
the lower level for group and club meetings. The space is available at no charge. Contact
the bank for further information.
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Randolph School

Fall Sports Information:
Randolph High School is excited to host four home football games and seven home
volleyball games this fall. Randolph will be returning to the Gopher Conference in vol-
leyball and will be competing in the Mid SE Blue District in football. You can find
complete game schedules at https://gopherconference.org/public/genie/7/school/7497/.

Home Games:
Football:

September 10th vs. Wabasha-Kellogg (True Blue Community Night)
September 23rd (Thursday) vs. Winona Cotter (Randolph Post Prom Tailgate

Party in the school commons)
October 8th vs. Rushford-Peterson

(Homecoming and Senior High Play Taco Fiesta)
October 20th vs. Hayfield

Volleyball:
September 9th vs. Maple River

September 21st vs. Triton
September 30th vs. Faribault BA

October 7th vs. Hayfield (Dig Pink and Homecoming)
October 11th vs. Southland

October 14th vs Kenyon-Wanamingo
October 19th vs. Alden-Conger

Booster Club:
The Randolph Rocket Booster Club is always looking for volunteers and members to

help run concession stands at our varsity events. The only fundraising that the Booster
Club does during the school year are our concession stands. Some of the notable con-
tributions made by the booster club over the past few years include:
Built a new concession stand for basketball and volleyball in the commons and for

football at Klahr Field.
Bought 1,000 point plaques to recognize basketball players.
Donated towards the new softball scoreboard.
Bought letter patches for boys basketball, baseball, and softball for conference, sec-

tion, and state championships.
New headsets for the football coaching staff.
Donates money to all sports/activities end of the year banquets.
Donated money towards the trophy display in the commons.

RANDOLPH SCHOOL UPDATES
Please reach out to Kelly Lockhart (jkmllockhart@gmail.com) if you are interested in

assisting the Booster Club during a home event this fall.
Season Passes:
Season passes are available by reaching out to Mr. Soule, Activities Director. Please

reference the Quick Hits from Thursday, August 19th for more information.

Free Meals for Enrolled Preschool - Grade 12 Students
Free Breakfast and/or Lunch will be available for all enrolled Preschool - Grade 12

Randolph students for the school year 2021/2022.
We recommend that families who would apply/qualify for Free and Reduced meals

should still apply. This may qualify your child for additional benefits.
Things parents need to know:
We will no longer be doing pick up or delivered meals.
Students still have to sign up and pay for snack and milk cart.
If your child brings a cold lunch and gets a milk, they will be charged for the milk.

Please have money in their account.
Grades 7-12 students still need to have money in their account to buy a 2nd entrée, ala

carte, and extra milk.
Please direct all questions to Lori Underdahl at underdahll@district195.org.

Season Passes are back!
Family Pass: $175 (Parents and Kids in K-12)

Adult Pass: $100 • Student Pass: $60 • Senior Pass: $60
New to this year is a “Football Season Ticket Pass.” The main gate will be split into

two lines: a cash line and a season pass line (season passes and football season tickets).
This should speed up the process to get into the game. We will only be doing this for
football this season. We are only doing this for football because it is our only sport we
take admission for that doesn’t have a JV game preceding it and fans naturally arrive at
the same time. If you bought a season pass you will not need to purchase a season tick-
et pass.
The football season passes are sold for $24 and must be brought to every game. The

passes will be punched at the ticket gate. The passes can be given to another person in
the event that the original pass holder cannot attend the game. If the pass is not physi-
cally brought to the game the individual has to pay for their ticket.
If interested in Rocket Football Season Tickets or a Season Pass please contact Aaron

Soule (soulea@district195.org). Cash or check is accepted - checks should be made
payable to Randolph Public Schools.

Randolph FFA float at the Dennison Days parade
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Thanks to all the volunteers
that helped make the
Annual Chicken BBQ

a success!



By Jim Miller
Brought to You By

Dear Savvy Senior,
 Over the past few years my 57-year-old husband s snoring has

gotten much worse. It s to the point that I have to either wear earplugs 
 or move to a different room. Any suggestions? 
 —Sleep Deprived Susan

 Dear Susan,
 Snoring is a very common problem that often gets worse with age. Around 

 37 million Americans snore on a regular basis according to the National 
 Sleep Center. 

 Snoring occurs when the airway narrows or is partly blocked during sleep 
 usually due to nasal congestion, floppy tissue, alcohol, or enlarged tonsils. 
 But you and your husband also need to know that snoring can be much 
 more than just an annoyance. It can also be a red flag for obstructive sleep 
 apnea, a serious condition in which the snorer stops and starts breathing 
 during sleep, increasing the risks of cardiovascular disease, stroke, cardiac 
 arrhythmia and hypertension. According to the American Academy of Sleep 
 Medicine, 34 percent of men and 19 percent of women who snore routinely 
 have sleep apnea or are at risk for it. 
 Self-Help Remedies

 Even if you are unsure whether your husband has a primary snoring 
 problem or sleep apnea, sleep experts suggest you start with these steps.

 Open a stuffy nose: If nasal congestion is causing your husband to snore, 
 over-the-counter nasal strips such as Breathe Right may help. Or, if 
 allergies are the cause, try saline nasal sprays.

 Elevate his head: Buying a foam wedge to elevate his head a few inches 
 can help reduce snoring, or buy him a contoured pillow to lift his chin and 
 keep the tongue from blocking the back of his throat as he sleeps. Also 
 check out Smart Nora, a wireless snoring device that slides under the pillow 
 and gently moves the head to a different position when snoring is detected. 
 This, they say, stimulates the relaxed throat muscles and opens the airway.
 Sleep on side: To prevent back sleeping, which triggers snoring, place a 
 pillow against your husbands back to keep him from rolling over or sew a 
 tennis ball in the back of his pajama shirt. Or check out the Night Shift Sleep 
 Positioner, a device that s worn around the neck that vibrates when you roll 
 on your back.

 Avoid alcohol before bed: Alcoholic beverages can relax the muscles in 
 the throat, and constrict airflow. He should not consume alcohol three to 
 four hours before bedtime.

 Lose excess weight: Fat around the neck can compress the upper airway 
 and impede airflow and is often associated with sleep apnea.
 Quit smoking: Smoking causes inflammation in the upper airways that can 
 make snoring worse.
 Need More Help

 If these lifestyle strategies don t make a big difference, your husband 
 should see his doctor, a sleep specialist, or an otolaryngologist who may 
 recommend an overnight study to test him for apnea.

 For primary snoring or mild to moderate sleep apnea, an oral appliance 
 that fits into the mouth like a retainer may be prescribed. This shifts the 
 lower jaw and tongue forward, keeping the airway open. 

 Some other options are Theravent snore therapy and Provent sleep apnea 
 therapy, which are small nasal devices that attach over the nostrils to 
 improve airflow.

 But the gold standard for moderate to severe sleep apnea is a continuous 
 positive airway pressure, or CPAP, device. This involves sleeping with a 
 mask and is hooked up to a machine that gently blows air up your nose to 
 keep the passages open. 

 If these don t work or are intolerable, surgery is an option too. There are 
 procedures available today that remove excess tissue in the nose, mouth, 
 or throat. And a newer procedure called hypoglossal nerve stimulation that 
 uses a small device implanted in the chest to help control the movement of 
 the tongue when it blocks the airway.

37540 Goodhue Avenue, Dennison, MN 
 Kitchen Summer Hours: Wednesday-Thursday 4:00-8:30pm

 Friday 4:00-9:30pm; Saturday 11:00am-9:30pm; Sunday 9:00am-3:00pm

 (BAR OPEN LATER)

 www.firesidelounge.net
 507-645-9992 
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Avoid Pruning Trees in Drought
Minnesota is in tough shape. Only far southeastern

Minnesota is okay. Most of the rest of the state is in severe to
extreme drought.
You’ve likely seen your stress on your trees and shrubs. My

hydrangeas are unhappy, leaves have started to drop on trees
too early. Other signs include leaf curling, wilting and discol-
oration. Some will produce extra seeds.
The University of Minnesota Extension has put out a warn-

ing to homeowners not to prune any trees until the drought is
over. That means we currently need 5 to 8 inches of rain in 4
weeks to end it. That looks unlikely.
A rule of thumb is to water them slowly and deeply about 10

gallons of water for each inch of the “established” tree’s diam-
eter about every 7 days. Likely that hasn’t been happening. I
know I haven’t.

I HAVE watered my trees and shrubs planted less than 3 years ago.
When trees are stressed during a drought, they are

more susceptible to disease and insects. Pruning can
increase that risk further. You can prune out dead
branches but that’s it. Trees can sometimes lose all
their leaves to drought and recover; sometimes not.
If a tree is severely stressed and drops all of its

leaves, it may be unable to produce enough photo-
synthates to properly harden off and survive the up-
coming winter. Leaf drop is how the tree is trying to
help itself, they’re shedding the part that needs
water.
Teri Knight became a Master Gardener with Dakota

County, Minnesota in 2003. She currently produces her
website, www.gardenbite.com, that supplements her daily
radio program which has aired Monday thru Friday on
radio stations throughout Minnesota since 2007. In 2017,
several stations in Wisconsin began airing her show.
Teri’s been involved in community projects which include
a Junior Master Gardener program for 8 to 12 year olds,
designing and planting a garden for a women’s center and
various other organizations! Teri’s Garden Bite Radio Program can be heard weekday morn-
ings on AM 1080 and 95.1 FM, KYMN Radio from Northfield, MN.

Teri Knight

Keeping You Informed 
 During this Difficult Time

 www.kymnradio.net

‘Firebird’ 8-21-21
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Share Your
Good News!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or
birth announcement!

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Rural Routes

Livestock
Processing

Grant Available
New Grant Aims to Boost
Sale of Minnesota-raised

Livestock Products

4451 Upper 291st St. E, Randolph, MN 55065
 507-263-7000

 Randy Linnell,  Owner
 Email: Randy@BigRServiceCenter.com

• Tires  • Alignments
 • 4x4  • Transmission
 • Engine  • Brakes
 • Suspension  • Diagnostics
 • Trailer

 FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
 DIFFERENTIAL REBUILDING

Minnesota meat, egg, poultry, and milk
processors seeking to start up, modern-
ize, or expand their businesses are
encouraged to apply for a new grant pro-
gram aimed at assisting them.
The Minnesota Department of

Agriculture (MDA) anticipates awarding
up to $750,000 through its Agricultural
Growth, Research, and Innovation
(AGRI) Meat, Poultry, Egg, and Milk
Processing Grant program, using a com-
petitive review process. The maximum
equipment award is $150,000, and the
minimum award is $1,000.
The intent of the program is to increase

sales of Minnesota-raised livestock prod-
ucts by investing in equipment and phys-
ical improvements that support process-
ing, capacity, market diversification, and
market access for meat, poultry, eggs,
and milk.
“We’ve seen how much meat process-

ing demand and capacity can change in a
short time,” Minnesota Agriculture

Commissioner Thom Petersen said.
“This new grant can help processors
become more agile and resistant to dis-
ruptions in the processing supply
chains.”
Applicants must:
Be engaged with livestock slaughter or

processing, including meat, poultry, egg,
and milk.
Be an individual (including farmers),

business, agricultural cooperative, or a
local unit of government (including
Tribal governments).
Currently reside in Minnesota or be

authorized to conduct business in
Minnesota.
Grantees are responsible for at least

50% of the total cost for the first $25,000
and 75% of the total cost for every dollar
after as a cash match. Funding for the
AGRI Meat, Poultry, Egg, and Milk
Processing Grant will be awarded in one
round.
Grant applications will be accepted

until 4 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 28, 2021.
If a grant application is not selected for

an AGRI Meat, Poultry, Egg, and Milk
Processing Grant, it will be considered
for the AGRI Value-Added Grant that is
expected to open in January 2022.
Proposals must be submitted through

our online application system.
For more information, visit the AGRI

Meat, Poultry, Egg, and Milk Processing
Grant webpage.

A tax credit for the sale or lease of land,
equipment, machinery, and livestock in
Minnesota by beginning farmers is still
available through the Minnesota
Department of Agriculture’s (MDA) Rural
Finance Authority.
To qualify, the applicant must be a

Minnesota resident with the desire to start
farming or who began farming in
Minnesota within the past ten years, pro-
vide positive projected earnings statements,
have a net worth less than $862,000, and
enroll in, or have completed an approved
financial management program.
The farmer cannot be related by blood or

marriage (e.g., a parent, child, grandparent,
grandchild, or sibling) to the person from
whom he or she is buying or renting assets.
The farmer must provide most of the labor
and management of the farm.
The tax credit for the sale or lease of assets

can then be applied to the Minnesota
income taxes of the owner of the agricultur-
al land or other assets.
Three levels of credits are available:
5% of the lesser of the sale price or fair

market value of the agricultural asset up to
a maximum of $32,000
10% of the gross rental income of each of

the first, second and third years of a rental
agreement, up to a maximum of $7,000 per
year
15% of the cash equivalent of the gross

rental income in each of the first, second or
third year of a share rent agreement, up to a
maximum of $10,000 per year
The Beginning Farmer Tax Credit is avail-

able on a first-come, first-served basis.
Applications must be received by October
1, 2021.
Interested farmers should note that they

can also apply for a separate tax credit to
offset the cost of a financial management
program up to a maximum of $1,500 per
year – for up to three years.

Beginning Farmers Tax Break
Still Available
Tax Credit Available for Land, Equipment Expenses to Start Farming
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The KING with
Cash & Diamond

Returning to
Dennison
(continued from page 1)

It is in this production, Nash includes one
of his own songs "June" co- written and co-

The Circus Came to Dennison

produced with Jeff Silverman in Nashville,
TN. Engineering mix by Grammy Award
Winners John Carter Cash and Chuck
Turner at Cash Cabin Studio in
Hendersonville, TN.
You can see both of these great artists in

Dennison September 3rd.
Advance Tickets are just $20.00.

$25.00 Day of Show. Call Fireside at
507-645-9992 or e-mail them at

firesideloungedennison@gmail.com
to order tickets.

You can also make dinner reservations
that evening ahead of the show.

DO YOU HAVE A 
 STORY IDEA?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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SMIF

Continuing education in a business or pro-
fession is critical for future growth, but
trainings can be difficult to participate in
when events are held far away or are too
costly. At Southern Minnesota Initiative
Foundation (SMIF) we take pride in hosting
a variety of high quality, low-cost training
opportunities close to home for entrepre-
neurs and early childhood professionals
here in our 20-county region. At SMIF, we
are currently gearing up for fall training
events which will be beneficial to many in
our region.
For the seventh year in a row SMIF is

looking forward to hosting the
Entrepreneurial Bridge event, a celebration
of entrepreneurial innovation in the region.
This year’s three keynote speakers are expe-
rienced business leaders who will be shar-
ing inspirational stories and practical advice
for businesses. Victor Hwang, CEO and
founder of Right to Start, will discuss how
to create prosperity in our communities by
dismantling barriers for everyday
Americans. Beth Fynbo, president and
founder of Oronoco-based Busy Baby, will
be sharing how she turned an idea into a
seven-figure business, making it all the way
to Shark Tank. Todd Churchill, CFO of
BizOpps and CliftonLarsonAllen, is a fierce
advocate for rural entrepreneurialism and
will be sharing finance and marketing tips
that led him to create one of America’s first
grass-fed beef brands among other ventures.
Carrying the theme of “Voices of

Innovation” throughout the event, we will
also have a chance to hear from a diverse
group of unique southern Minnesota entre-
preneurs, who we are calling “Firestarters.”
One of these Firestarters is Craig Kaisec,
whose Faribault-based hot sauce company,
Cry Baby Craig’s, was recently featured on
CNN Business. Another Firestarter, Mariah
Lynne, is the president and CEO of Good
Steward Consulting based in Albert Lea,
which assists renewable energy develop-
ment companies with their public outreach
vision, goals and implementation. Equal
parts training, networking and inspiration,
we look forward to hosting the
Entrepreneurial Bridge event in Albert Lea
on September 28. Registration details and
agenda can be found at
smifoundation.org/bridge.
SMIF’s fall events will continue with an

early childhood training series in October
and November. Stacy Boysen will share

techniques that can help caregivers avoid
challenging situations with children.
Theresa Peplinski will be discussing how to
engage children in a variety of sensory
experiences, which are activities that help
children learn and develop a greater under-
standing of the world by using their five
senses. We are looking forward to working
with Stacy and Theresa, in addition to other
dynamic speakers, for this exciting fall
series.
We know that in order to deliver quality

trainings to early childhood professionals, it
is critical to accommodate their schedules.
Therefore, in addition to holding these ses-
sions in the evenings, half of these will be in
person (in Owatonna, Byron, Faribault and
Chatfield) and the other half will be virtual
sessions. Individuals can choose to opt in to
as many sessions that they are interested in.
One major benefit is that all of these train-
ings are “Develop-approved”, so folks will
receive credit for participating, further aid-
ing them in reaching their professional
goals. Keep an eye on our website at smi-
foundation.org/ectrainings for registration
details later this summer.
In the 35 years that SMIF has been serving

southern Minnesota, our continuing educa-
tion opportunities have trained thousands of
people in the region. In the past year alone,
more than 1,300 entrepreneurs and more
than 600 early childhood professionals
were trained through SMIF’s programming.
We know that these trainings have con-
tributed to our region’s growth.
As always, I welcome your comments and

questions. You can reach me at timp@smi-
foundation.org or 507-455-3215.

Continuing
Education Close

to Home

Tim Penny
So. MN Initiative Foundation
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1.5L Ecoboost engine, 
 6 speed auto, 

 burgundy, 29,566 miles

 ##2211000088DD##2211000088DD#21008D

 2017 FORD FUSION SE

Milo Peterson Ford Co.
SUMMER DEALS AT PETERSON FORD!

2L Ecoboost DOHC turbo 
 charged engine, 8 speed 
 auto, magnetic metallic, 

 26,886 miles

 ##2211006622UU##2211006622UU#21062U

 2019 FORD EDGE SEL

At Milo Peterson Ford Co., our highly 
 qualified technicians are here to provide 
 exceptional service in a timely manner.

 From oil changes to transmission replacements,
 we are dedicated to maintaining top tier

 customer service, for both new and pre-owned
 car buyers! Allow our staff to demonstrate our 

 commitment to excellence.
 Call our service department to schedule your 

 maintenance needs.
 Open Monday thru Friday 7:30am to 5pm.

4.6L V-8, SOHC 16v 
 engine, 4 speed auto, 

 zinc yellow,
 26,085 miles

 ##2211001122DD##2211001122DD#21012D

 2000 MUSTANG GT CONVERTIBLE

2.3L Ecoboost DOHC 
 turbo charged engine,
 10 speed auto, red,

 10,208 miles

2020 FORD RANGER XLT

3.5L V-6 Ti-VCT engine,
 6 speed auto with select 

 shift, 19,475 miles,
 magnetic metallic

 ##2211111100UU##2211111100UU#21110U

 2020 FORD EXPLORER XLT

1.6L Ecoboost DOHC turbo 
 charged engine, 6 speed 

 auto, sunset metallic, 
 80,107 miles

 ##2211114411UU##2211114411UU#21141U

 2014 FORD ESCAPE SE

COME SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.MILOPETERSONFORD.COM
 3020  457th Street Way, Kenyon • 507-789-6113 • SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p. m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.

TAKING A SUMMER ROAD TRIP?
$29,675

 SUMMER
 SPECIAL!

 Now
$18,555

 SUMMER
 SPECIAL!

 Now
$15,999

 SUMMER
 SPECIAL!

 Now
$35,449

 SUMMER
 SPECIAL!

 Now

 ##2211112288UU##2211112288UU#21128U

Call
 for

 Price $36,999

 SUMMER
 SPECIAL!

 Now

Harvey Mackay

Comedy writer Bob Orben had an inter-
esting take on customer service: “You go to
a coin-operated store and wash and dry
your clothes. Then you go to a filling sta-
tion where you pump your own gas. And
on to a fast-food restaurant where you carry
your own tray. And what is it being called?
A service economy!”
The irony has not escaped customers, who

will be the final arbiter of the current
options.
Electronic self-service may be the wave

of the future for many organizations, but
lots of consumers are bucking the trend.
The CRM Buyer website reports that
researchers surveyed more than 24,000

consumers in 12 countries about customer
interactions, and here’s what they found:
Eighty percent prefer customer service

from a human being instead of an automat-
ed system.
Eighty-three percent say that interacting

with a customer service rep is important on
the phone or in a store.
Sixty-eight percent believe they’re more

likely to get a better deal when negotiating
in person instead of online.
Eighteen percent said they would renew

products or services because of good per-
sonal customer service, even if they were
more expensive.
Good, personalized customer service is

that important.
Companies are facing new and serious

issues meeting the expectations of cus-
tomers in the current climate. Hiring diffi-
culties, pandemic restrictions, merchandise
shortages and financial challenges have
made many organizations rethink their
practices. And stressed employees need
support more than ever as they handle extra
work and procedures.
In addition, customers who got accus-

tomed to online shopping and home deliv-
ery have meant many businesses have had
to make adjustments to the services they
offer.
Those challenges aren’t disappearing

soon.
And an unhappy customer who receives

poor service can make or break a business.
Bad online reviews can cripple an otherwise
thriving business.
So the one constant that must not suffer in

the midst of all these obstacles is good cus-

tomer service. There are some fundamen-
tals to keep in mind to achieve that goal.
Hire the right people. The rule is you

either hire smart or manage tough. Hiring
smart is better, but it requires you to know
what you’re looking for and to recognize
the skills and attitude you want. Look at
experience and listen to your gut.
Keep score. If you don’t measure per-

formance, your team will be in perpetual
warm-up mode. Let employees know what
they’re being measured on and how it is rel-
evant to them, their customers, and the
organization’s bottom line.
Reward. Make sure you reward the

desired outcome. For instance, if you want
your salespeople to create relationships and
long-term accounts, reward them with
back-end commissions, bonuses or some
form of appreciation.
Practice what you preach. If you want a

motivated customer service rep, you need to
be motivated yourself first. Are you gen-
uinely excited about the work your group
produces? You need to love your cus-
tomers, because if you’re not sincerely
motivated yourself, you’ll never motivate
other people to provide excellent service.
Being put on hold on the phone is a pet

peeve for most of us. Although you may
have to put a client or customer on hold,
offer them the courtesy of waiting or getting
a call-back.
Give employees the power to actually

serve the customer’s needs.
Steve Hardison, who went on to become a

successful executive coach, began his
career in sales at Xerox. Product returns
were against company policy at the time,

but according to a story in the Chicago
Tribune, one day Hardison decided to let
one of his customers return a copier regard-
less of the rule. When his boss demanded
an explanation, Hardison said, “If I lose a
job because I took care of a customer, then
I never had a job.”
The next day his boss’s boss called him

into his office. Hardison fully expected to
get fired. Instead, the executive said, “I
wish I had more people like you.” His rep-
utation for honesty and integrity was made.
Referring to a column on customer service

a few years back, one of my loyal readers
sent me an email about the power of per-
sonal touch. He and his wife serve on the
welcoming committee at their church.
Before each service, they try to greet as
many people as they can with “happiness
and appreciation,” visitors or members
alike.
He mentioned an occasion on vacation

when attending another church, only one
person spoke to them. As they left, the pas-
tor greeted them, and that made all the dif-
ference in the world.
Mackay’s Moral: Make “at your serv-

ice” your motto.
Reprinted with permission from nationally syn-

dicated columnist Harvey Mackay, author of the
New York Times #1 bestseller "Swim With The
Sharks Without Being Eaten Alive."

Make Customer
Service An
Everyday

Occurence

By Harvey Mackay
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Local Government
City of Randolph
Regular Council Meeting
July 14, 2021
The regular Randolph City Council meeting

was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor
Robert Appelgren.

Roll Call
Present were Mayor Robert Appelgren,

Council Members Jacob Friedrich and Todd
D. Carlock, Treasurer Sandy Nicolai and
Clerk Mary Haro. Council member Sarah
Podritz was absent.

Public Comments
Harlan indicated he will take care of the

clock since the clock is no longer there.
Minutes

A motion to approve the June 9, 2021 regu-
lar council meeting minutes was made by
Friedrich, seconded by Appelgren. All voting
in favor, none opposed, motion passed 4:0.

Approval of Treasurer Report
It was noted that the General Iron invoice

was for the swing repair and that should come
out of the park fund.
Sandy is currently working on the water bills

and will be mailed out soon.
Mayor Appelgren will check on how much

money we will get back to return the incorrect
commercial water meters before we move for-
ward with ordering the new water meters for
the commercial properties.
Sandy noted that she will pay the council for

the special meeting that we attended on June
23 with our next month's wages in August.
Sandy indicated the CD's on hold for the

water tower loan mature next year in March,
July and November. Merchants will give us
notice of the before they mature and then we
can renew them or move them to a different
account but they will still have a hold on them.
A motion to approve the Treasurer's Report

as written was made by Friedrich, seconded
by Appelgren. All voting in favor, none
opposed, motion passed 4:0.

Approval to Pay Bills
Clerk Haro will get the money transferred

from the bond account for the Bolton & Menk
invoices to our general account.
Motion to approve the payment of bills as

written was made by Haro, and seconded by
Friedrich. All voting in favor, none opposed,
motion passed 4:0.

Old Business
Holding Pond Update

Matt discussed the holding pond in Hereford
Hills. When the pond was first done in the 2nd
Addition, that original model for the pond was
undersized. One of the homes on the pond that
backs up to it was built as a walk out basement
which means your low floor is 4 feet lower
than what it is supposed to be and that is the
reason why they didn't want to raise or lower
the flood elevation because they didn't want to
make a difficult situation even worse.
Bolton & Menk discussed the model with

Wenstrom's engineer, and decided the pond
was to currently stay as is but any further
development it would need to be reviewed as
there are some things that can be done if
developed. The model they provided is suffi-
cient for Hereford Hills 3rd Addition howev-
er, it is not a great situation because of the
walkout home as the evaluation is too high for
this home. This is why we started doing grad-
ing reviews on lots.
We should discuss the liability for this home

with Korine. Since Matt has already discussed
some of these issues with Korine he will fol-
low up with her regarding the liability for the
City.

New Business
Dakota County Deputy

Deputy Zach was present and indicated they
are still seeing a lot of catalytic converter
thefts in the area. Nothing else to report at this
time.

Tom Brawley
There are currently 4 buildings in place in

the development that are owned by individu-
als or companies. He is interested in purchas-
ing the property. The plat shows 4 more build-
ings can be built on the property. He is pro-
posing to build 5 buildings together instead of
the 4 buildings that it is plated for. He wanted
to discuss this before he purchases the proper-
ty. They will be storage units sold to individ-
uals. Same materials as before. These build-
ings cannot be used for living quarters. They
will be used for storage only – no living quar-
ters and no retail. He will get us a copy of the
bylaws for this development.
It was asked about the water billing and it

was indicated that if a second meter would be
installed he would be responsible for both
bills. It was asked if there are restrooms in the
buildings and he indicated there is a restroom
in each building.
Before we move forward he was asked that

he discuss this with our building inspector
and the building inspector will discuss the
analysis with Clerk Haro before the August
meeting. We will put this on the agenda for
next month's meeting.

Bids for Pump House
Mayor Appelgren discussed the situation

with a company and they are proposing a
dehumidification unit but we are waiting on a
price. We will add this to the special meeting
agenda to discuss.
JPA with Dakota County re Street Naming
Dakota County asked if we want their help

with street naming. The JPA expired 12/31/20
so we would need to renew it if we want to
continue with their assistance. Yes we should
renew it.
Friedrich made a motion to renew the JPA

with Dakota County for street naming, sec-
onded byAppelgren. All voting in favor, none
opposed, motion passed 4:0.

Dan Wenstrom – Hereford Hill 3
Dan inquired if everything was done with

Hereford Hills 3rd Addition. Matt will look at
the punch list and send Dan a letter with what
is left or if it is completed. Mayor wants to
discuss the drainage ditch that kids are using
it as a jump – can we change it so it flat or put
in a culvert so it is not a danger. Dan indicat-
ed that a house will be built there but it is the
school's property up to the fence. He recom-
mended extending the fence out to include all
of the cities property. It was recommended
that No Trespassing signs should be placed on
the property. Mayor will discuss this with
Matt and our legal counsel.
Dan indicated that he has completed his

work and asked with Matt (Bolton & Menk's)
approval that the city accept the streets, water
lines and improvements as finished. It was
noted that the city has to be okay with the
developers work and Dan is still a developer
and that the city still is not okay with the safe-
ty hazard that he wants to see rectified. Is that
on the developer or do we have to accept it.
Matt recommended talking about this issue
with our legal counsel regarding the develop-
ers agreement. Carlock indicated that the
swail was part of the plat so it was noted to
the city but it was noted that the swail is deep-
er than originally planned and because there is
no rock or anything else to stop it from going
deeper. The Mayor will talk to our attorney.
Matt will look at the punch list and send Dan
a letter with a copy to the city by next month's
meeting.

Sanitary Sewer Update
Matt from Bolton & Menk discussed that

they sent an offer to the Coop and they came
back with a price that was much higher than
what was presented. This property was the
only voluntary piece of property that they
were working with. They are evaluating
where to go from here and what other options

are available and if it makes sense to pursue
the offer or look at different avenues. They
have had a discussion with our attorney
regarding other options. We have until
December 31, 2024 to have the project bid.
The property owners for the land for the

spraying are still interested. We should get the
pond land first and go from there.
It was asked "If you have an existing tanks

and you hook up to the sewer system what
happens to the existing tank – do you fill it
with sand or crush it?" Dakota County would
have to answer that question.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by

Appelgren, seconded by Haro, the meeting
was adjourned at 7:37 p.m. All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 4:0.
The meeting was reopened to discuss a spe-

cial meeting to be held on July 28, 2021.
Our legal counsel has requested a special /

closed meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat.
13D.05, subd. 3(b). After discussion we
decided that a special /closed meeting will be
held on July 28, 2021 at 7 pm.

Miscellaneous
Trash Service - It was noted that Waste

Management has not been picking up the
trash service so it was recommended to go
with Highland Sanitation. Clerk Haro will
contact them to discuss prices with them.
Motion by Friedrich to approve to move the
trash service to Highland Sanitation, second-
ed by Haro. Voting in favor – Friedrich,
Appelgren and Haro, voting against Carlock.
Motion passed 3:1.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by

Appelgren, seconded by Haro, the meeting
was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. All voting in
favor, none opposed, motion passed 4:0.

507-412-9813 •  advantagehearingcenter.com
 ZUMBROTA:  1605 Main St, Suite 200  •    CANNON FALLS : 100 South 4th St.

 FARIBAULT:  1575 NW 20th St

Call today for your FREE, No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

FREE
 Hearing

 Exam

 FREE
 Consultation

 FREE
 2 Week

 Trial

 HUGE
 Selection
 (In-Ear & 
 Behind 

 Ear)

 BLUETOOTH
 Models 

 available
 (Phone & 

 TV)

Jayne Bongers Owner/MN Certified

DON’T LET HEARING PROBLEMS
 SLOW YOU DOWN!

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Haro

City of Randolph
Special Council Meeting
July 28, 2021
The special Randolph City Council meeting

was called to order at 7:07 p.m. by Mayor
Robert Appelgren.

Roll Call
Present were Mayor Robert Appelgren,

Council Members Sarah Podritz, Jacob
Friedrich and Todd D. Carlock, and Clerk
Mary Haro. Absent was Treasurer Sandy
Nicolai.
Motion to move to close the meeting pur-

suant to Minnesota Statute 13D.05, subd. 3(b)
was made by Podritz, seconded by Haro. All
voting in favor, motion passed 5:0.
Motion to reopen the meeting made by

Friedrich, seconded by Podritz. All voting in
favor, motion passed 5:0.

Training
We discussed that since we have several new

council members that have not gone through
training that we will do a training session with
our legal counsel, Korine like we did back in
2017. We have set a date of September 22,
2021 at 6 pm to do training for all council
members interested.

Pumphouse Bids
We are still waiting on an amount for the

dehumidification for the pumphouse. Will dis-
cuss next month.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by

Podritz, seconded by Carlock, the meeting
was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.All voting in favor,
none opposed, motion passed 5:0.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Haro



August, 2021 Page 13- RANDOLPH-HAMPTON-CASTLE ROCK MESSENGER -

Local Government
Hampton City Council Regular Meeting
Minutes for July 13, 2021
The Hampton City Council met on Tuesday,

July 13, 2021 at the Hampton City Hall for the
regular scheduled meeting. Present were
Mayor John Knetter; Council Members David
Luhring and Anthony Verch. Also present was
Marlin Reinardy, Water/Sewer
Superintendent; and Brad Fisher with Bolton
and Menk.
Regular Meeting called to Order - Mayor

Knetter called the Regular Scheduled Meeting
to order at 7:00 p.m.
Disclosure of Interest – None.
Approval of June 8, 2021 Regular

Scheduled Meeting Minutes – Motion by
Verch seconded by Luhring to approve the
June 8, 2021 regular scheduled meeting min-
utes. All voted in favor. None opposed.
Motion passed 3:0.
Approval of Disbursements – Motion by

Luhring seconded by Verch to approve the
July disbursements. All voted in favor. None
opposed. Motion passed 3:0.
Public Comment – None.

Petitions, Requests,
and Communications:

Schedule August meeting time to review
budget – Knetter noted that the August City
Council meeting is scheduled for August 17th
and recommended that the budget be reviewed
at 6:30, prior to the regularly scheduled meet-
ing.
2019 Internal Audit – Anthony Verch –

Knetter asked Verch if he had anything to
report. Verch responded that everything was
correct and true and that it went very well.
2020 Internal Audit – David Luhring –

Luhring stated that he had a similar report,

that a complete audit was done and there were
no deficiencies. Knetter thanked both Verch
and Luhring for their participation in the
Internal Audits.
Ordinances and Resolutions – Resolution

2021-06 – Accept Work of Muska Electric
on Main Street Lift Station Generator
Project – Brad Fisher with Bolton and Menk
mentioned that he reported last month that the
work on the generator project was essentially
complete, but that there were a few miscella-
neous items that needed to be completed
before the final paperwork and invoice sub-
mission from the contractor could be done.All
paperwork has been completed, a certificate
of final acceptance was issued to the contrac-
tor, and an invoice was submitted for payment
in this month’s disbursements. Fisher asked
that the resolution to accept the work done by
Muska Electric on the project be approved.
Knetter reported that he was present for the
training and testing of the generator, that it
works fine, and that he is satisfied with it.
Motion by Luhring seconded by Verch to
approve Resolution 2021-06. All voted in
favor. None opposed. Motion passed 3:0.
Marlin Reinardy, Water and Sewer

Superintendent, suggested that the City
should have a maintenance contract on the
generator. Knetter stated that that was dis-
cussed on site during the training and testing,
and he agrees that it is a good idea to contract
with those who are experts on the mainte-
nance of the generator. It was suggested that
the company that supplied the generator,
Interstate PowerSystems, Inc., be considered
as a potential provider of the maintenance
service contract. Discussion. Motion by Verch
seconded by Knetter to pursue an annual

maintenance contract for the generator. All
voted in favor. None opposed. Motion passed
3:0.

Reports of Officers, Boards, and
Committees:

Engineer Report – Brad Fisher with Bolton
and Menk stated that the resolution to accept
the work on the generator project was all he
had, and asked Councilors if they had any
general engineering questions. Knetter
thanked Fisher for his work on the generator
project.
Water / Sewer Report - Marlin Reinardy,

Water/Sewer Superintendent, began by stating
that he contacted Peine Plumbing about the
solenoid valve. Due to the fact that the valve
is soldered in, the replacement will be diffi-
cult, but doable. Cost will be a little higher
than anticipated. Reinardy also had asked
Peine about inspecting the backflow preven-
ters annually. A company needs to be certified
in order to do the work, so Reinardy will need
to find a company that is able to perform the
inspections, as Peine is not.
For sewer-related items, Reinardy referred

to documents that he prepared that were
included in Councilor packets regarding the
sludge reduction in pond #1. He feels that,
because of the successful sludge reduction
that was indicated by recent testing and
because of recent discussions with Steve at
State Industrial Supply, that the City can
reduce the quantity of chemicals used for this
process by 2/3 as now the chemicals will be
needed for maintenance of the ponds rather
than sludge reduction. Discussion ensued
about the importance of keeping up with the
preventative maintenance of the ponds.
Knetter acknowledged that a Dakota County

Deputy had come in to the meeting during

Reinardy’s report and asked if he had any-
thing to report. He said he wanted to stop by
to provide reminders regarding the impor-
tance of locking up vehicles to prevent theft.
There had been a recent increase in vehicle
break-in reports to law enforcement. Knetter
informed the Deputy that the City had recent-
ly installed some No Parking signs near the
ball park.
Park Report – Verch reported that he is still

waiting for quotes for the tree removal by the
ball field. Otherwise, not much to report,
mainly due to weather conditions. Discussion
ensued about options for tree replacements.
Street Report – Luhring stated that there is

nothing to report.
Old Business – None.
New Business –
City Councilor appointment – Knetter

stated that he hasn’t spoken to Nick Russell
recently, but when he had spoken to him with-
in the last month, Russell said he was still
interested in being on the City Council.
Knetter asked Councilors their opinion about
offering Russell the open Council seat, men-
tioning also that Russell was the next highest
vote getter in the last election. Council opin-
ion is to make the offer to Russell and, if he
declines, make an offer to Jerry Huddleston.
Motion by Luhring seconded by Verch to offer
the Council seat to Russell, and if he declines,
ask the next highest vote getter from the last
election. All voted in favor. None opposed.
Motion passed 3:0.
Adjournment – Motion by Verch seconded

by Luhring to adjourn the meeting. All voted
in favor. None opposed. Motion passed 3:0.
The meeting adjourned at 7:22 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy O’Brien

Part Time
 WRITER WANTED

Duties include covering feature and human 
 interest stories and upcoming events in the 

 Messenger coverage area.
 Will also work with content production for 

 future on-line distribution.
 Pay negotiable and based on experience.

 Qualified applicants will possess:

 Email resume and sample of work to: hometownmessenger@gmail.com 
 or call Terry at 507-951-7417

 • Ability to work with deadlines
 • Great people skills
 • Knowledge of/access to a computer
 • Enjoy small town atmosphere
 • The ability to work some night hours as needed for editorial

Authorized Toro ® Dealer

 Farm Equipment Repair
 DOT Inspections/Welding

502 Huseth St., Kenyon

 507-789-6321

Toro 75755 TimeCutter
 MyRIDE Zero Turn Mower
 • 24.5hp commercial V-twin 708cc engine
 • 50” cutting width
 • Iron forged deck
 • MyRIDE suspension system
 • Easy height of cut adjustment
 • Tool less oil change$3799.00*

Laura Freeberg (Cell: 612-396-0533)
 Geri Geiken (Cell: 651-353-4676)

Phone: 507-263-4276  •  Fax: 507-263-4207
 www.freebergins.com

INSURANCE BUILT
 AROUND YOU
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Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
Run Aground

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.

Terry now splits his time between
Minnesota when its warm here and

Tennessee when it’s cold here.

By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:
Rain Above
the Trees

Watching the rain come down during a
thunderstorm from the 11th floor of a high
rise apartment building is one of the most
anti-climatic experiences of my life. As it
would turn out living so high up might
give you a nice view of the city but takes
away the wonders of watching it rain.

Growing up in rural Minnesota one of
my favorite things to do was always sit on
the porch or by the window and watch it
rain. Getting to watch the droplets of
water roll down the glass of the window
is the only thing that you can really do
from this high up.
There was what should have been a

good thunderstorm up in the Twin Cities
one morning in late July. So I took my
morning coffee and settled by the window
to watch it rain. I did this only to find out
that the sound of the rain hitting the road
while the wind pushes through the leaves
creating a damp spray through the air are
all lost once you get above tree level.
Now don’t get me wrong, living above

tree level has its moments; like when bal-
loons get loose from a graduation party
and drift past the window as they make a
break for freedom. But that comforting
feeling of being out on the porch with a
steaming cup of coffee watching the rain
hit the pathment in the driveway while the
trees sway in the wind is completely lost
when you live so high up you can watch
stray balloons drift in the wind.

one makes sure to stay between the marker
buoys on the river because even a small
runabout can touch bottom in some places.
Lake Barkley was formed about seventy
years ago when the hydro-electric dam was
built on the Cumberland River. Flooding a
river will give you a lot wider waterway,
but the shoreline can be misleadingly shal-
low if you are not careful.
So back to the mechanics of boating

where the weight of your craft determines
the draft, or depth of your hull below the
waterline. One assumes if you were pilot-
ing a mega-million dollar cruise ship, the
captain would be well schooled in avoiding
river bottoms. Really no excuse for a mis-
take with modern depth finders and naviga-
tional tools.
But imagine our amusement in June when

the American Jazz Cruise Ship ran aground
The American Cruise Line has big boat

that comes past Dover frequently. It is on
the Music City Cruise route. The 8-day trip
starts at Memphis and heads up the
Mississippi to Paducah where it stops for
the first night. There the ship passes through
the lock into the Cumberland River. It
comes down Lake Barkley and stops for a
day at Dover to tour the historical Civil War
battlefields. From there it is on to
Clarkesville and finally to Nashville.
The cruise ship has six decks and 99 cab-

ins, accommodating 190 guests. There are
two lounges, a dining room, a café, a
library, yoga/fitness room, laundry and four
observation/sundecks.
We see many barges coming up and down

river on a daily basis and have a couple
times passed the cruise ship while piloting
our 17’ runabout on the river. Our little
bowrider has a draft of a couple feet and

just outside Dover. Seems
the captain steered the ship
on the wrong side of the
channel buoy and got stuck
in the mud. Took a couple
Coast Guard tug boats to
pull the ship free. And
plenty of amusement to the
local folk. Moral of the
story seems to be if you see
a tree growing in the lake,
you might be in pretty shal-
low water.

Keeping your name in
front of your potential

customers is an
essential part of
marketing your

business in todays
competitive market.

Place your ad in the next issue of the
Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock

Messenger.
Call Terry at 507-951-7417

or email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Entertainment

THEME: TV THEME SONGS

ACROSS
1. ____ʻs razor
6. Credit card-related acronym
9. Goes with rave
13. Garlic mayo
14. “Jack and the Beanstalk” exclamation
15. Echo sounder
16. Beauty shop
17. European Economic Community
18. Falstaffian in body
19. *“Scooby-Dooby-Doo, where are you? We got some
work ____ ____ ____“
21. *“So no one told you life was gonna be ____ ____“
23. Pocket watch chain
24. Uncouth one
25. Place to get a massage
28. Boozer
30. Pie nuts
35. Sharpen
37. Orange powder drink mix
39. Tennis-affected joint
40. Bright thought
41. Reputation-damaging gossip
43. Symphony member
44. Famous Beethoven symphony
46. Microsoft browser
47. “Young Frankenstein” leading actor
48. Dines at home
50. Telephoned
52. Up to present time
53. Neat
55. Diamond stat
57. *“Gee, our old ____ ran great, those were the days”
61. *“Letʼs ride with the family down the street through
the courtesy of Fredʼs ____ ____“
65. Loosen laces
66. Opposite of vend
68. Kind of artery
69. One Beatle
70. Recipe amt.
71. Opposite of atonal
72. *“Where the kisses are hers and ____ and his,
Threeʼs company too”
73. Sigma Alpha Epsilon
74. Rosetta Stone, e.g.

SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!

News, Photos, Events...
Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Down
1. Brewerʼs kiln
2. “Ta-ta!” in Italy
3. *“If youʼre out on the road feeling lonely, and so ____“
4. Remote in manner
5. S.S. ____ of “Gilliganʼs Island”
6. Not many (2 words)
7. *“Movinʼ on up to the east side, we finally got a piece of
the ____“
8. Right-hand page
9. Schneider and Reiner
10. Afresh
11. Astronautʼs insignia
12. Three pointer
15. Evening party
20. Sad newspaper notices
22. Goes with skip and a jump
24. Without a trace of moisture (2 words)
25. *“Everybodyʼs got a special kind of story, everybody
finds a way to ____“
26. Podium, pl.
27. Concerning, archaic
29. *“Sometimes you wanna go where everybody knows
your ____“
31. Heidiʼs “Magic Wooden Shoe”
32. The Beatlesʼ “____ Road”
33. Not a soul (2 words)
34. *“Sunny day, sweepinʼ the clouds away on my way to
where the air is ____“
36. “Good ____“ cooking show
38. Lady nÈe Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta
42. Extend subscription
45. Infamous German leader
49. Naught
51. Barley kernels
54. Financial woes
56. Where thereʼs trouble?
57. Verdant
58. Initial stake
59. Hollywood Walk of Fame honor
60. A snob puts them on
61. Use a keyboard
62. Marine eagle
63. Bibliographical abbr.
64. *“Just sit right back and youʼll hear a ____“
67. *“Oh boy itʼs swell to say, Good morning ____!”



Page 16 August, 2021- RANDOLPH-HAMPTON-CASTLE ROCK MESSENGER -

24 Hours a Day Online Banking with Castle Rock Bank - www.castlerockbank.net

 Dial-A-Bank 651-463-BANK (2265)

 Castle Rock
 651-463-7590
 507-645-7751

 Farmington
 651-463-4014

 Randolph
 507-403-2777

RRAANNDDOOLLPPHH BBRRAANNCCHH NNOOWW OOPPEENN!!RRAANNDDOOLLPPHH BBRRAANNCCHH NNOOWW OOPPEENN!!RANDOLPH BRANCH NOW OPEN!

Reserve the
 Randolph Community Center

 Contact Melissa or Becky at
 507-403-2777

 The Community Room is available at no charge.
 Contact us for details.

Proudly Serving the
 Randolph-Hampton Area
 “We are your Locally Owned - Full Service Bank”

Our Services Include:
 Ag Loans  •  Low Interest Rate Mortgages

 Consumer Loans  •  Small Business Loans  •  Auto & RV Loans
 Checking Accounts  • Savings Accounts

 CDs & IRAs  • Online Banking

Keep Your Valuables 
 Safe with a

 Safe Deposit Box!

 Need a Space for 
 Your Next Group or

 Club Meeting?




