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THE KING with Cash & Diamond Returning to Dennison

Announcements

• Hegre's Annual Fall Swedish Meatball
Supper: Wednesday September 22, 2021.
Serving from 4-7 pm. Take-out or curbside
pick-up orders only. Please place orders
before Friday, September 17th to guarantee
meals. Drive-up orders the day of supper
until food is gone. Please call or text orders
to Beth @ 507-330-4996, include number of
meals, time, dessert choice. Meal cost
$15.00 (adult size serving only). Swedish
meatballs, ham, mashed potatoes & gravy,
corn, coleslaw, dinner roll, apple or pumpkin
dessert. Picnic tables are available at the
church.
Hegre Lutheran Church
51939 Hwy. 56 Blvd, Kenyon
•
Dennison
Farmers
Market:
Wednesdays 6PM from June 2 thru
September 29 at the city's park.
New vendors welcome.
• Wednesday Wear, Nerstrand United
Methodist Church hours are Wednesdays
1 - 5 and Saturdays 9 - 12. Women's, men's
and children's clothing, shoes, accessories,
linens, toys and books. All things are free
with donations accepted. Come and see what
we have!
• Dennison Lions Club meets monthly.
During COVID-19, meeting times may vary.
• Dennison City Council meetings are held
the first Thursday of every month at 7:00
p.m.
• The Nerstrand City Council meets the
second Tuesday of every month at 7p.m. at
the Nerstrand City Hall. Office hours are:
Monday 8:30-11:00; Tuesday by appointment; Wednesday 8:30-11:00; Thursday
5:00-7:00; Friday by appointment. 507-3328000.
• Warsaw Township Meeting is held the
2nd Monday of each month at the Warsaw
Township Hall. Meeting time is 6:00p.m.
• The Wheeling Township meeting will be
held on the second Monday of each month at
8:00p.m. at the Wheeling Township Hall.
Contact Rebecca Vergin, Township Clerk.

O w ned and O perated
by D ori G regory S ince 2001

After a year of cancelled events, the popular Labor Day Weekend show featuring
the music of Johnny Cash, Elvis, and Neil
Diamond returns to Dennison Friday,
September 3rd, 2021.
For fans young and old, if you have ever
been to the popular Breezy Point Resort up

north in Minnesota, you may have caught
The Memories of Elvis Show (www.espking.com).with Chris Olson.
You may have seen their show on the
dockside bar at Breezy Point or if you have
been to Dennison the past few years on
Labor Day Weekend,

New Mayor in Nerstrand

After the recent resignation of Mayor Nikki Portello, due to her
moving out of the city, at the August meeting of the Nerstrand City
Council, longtime resident Todd Evavold was appointed Mayor of
Nerstrand to serve out the current term. The Council is seeking a
resident to replace Todd on city council as his appointment to
Mayor will open another council seat.
Below is a short greeting to Nerstrand residents from the new
Mayor.:
My name is Todd Evavold, and I have been a resident of Nerstrand
for 26 years with my wife, Annette.
(continued on page 12)

Todd Evavold
Nerstrand Mayor

Chris Olson performs this
entertaining tribute of The
King, and will be bringing
his talents and show back
to DENNISON, MINNESOTA
on
Friday,
September 3. Show time will
be at 7:30p.m.
This will be a rain or shine
event under the big top at
the Fireside. Doug Allen
Nash will again join the
show this year with is
tribute to Neil Diamond
and also his "Johnny Cash Tribute American Icon".
(continued on page 9)

Nerstrand Pancake
Breakfast

Dennison Days 2021 - Rain and Fun

Pastor Paul Graham greets parade watchers during Dennison Days, held August 7th.
Morning rain showers delayed the start of some of this years events, but the day was
still a success according to the organizers.
(additional pictures on pages 6 & 7)

It was a beautiful day August 8th and the
best breakfast in Nerstrand was hot and
ready! Thank you to everyone who supported the Nerstrand Fire Relief
Association! photo courtesy of Nerstrand Fire

Dennison Meat Locker
Provides Quality Custom
Meat Processing Services
to the Community

WE ALSO OFFER RETAIL SAUSAGE, STEAKS, HAMBURGER
AND OTHER MEAT PRODUCTS

• Pork • Beef • Poultry • Lamb • Venison
• Whole Roasted Hogs • Elk • Homemade Smoked Sausage

109 Farm Road, Dennison, MN • Monday-Friday 8a.m.-5p.m.; Saturday 8a.m.-2p.m.
www.dennisonmeatlocker.com • 507-645-8734
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self to a woman that had a mistaken identity. You can read about her in John chapter
4.
Jesus and his disciples had been walking
all morning. Jesus is tired and thirsty, and
He stops at Jacob’s Well. The disciples go
into the town to get some food for lunch.
“Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw
water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give
me a drink.” He was alone at the time
because His disciples had gone into the village to buy some food. The woman was
surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything
to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus,
“You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan
woman. Why are you asking me for a
drink?”
Right away she is
using identity words: You’re a Jew. I’m a
Samaritan.
John 4:10, “Jesus replied, “If you only
knew the gift God has for you and who you
are speaking to, you would ask me, and I
would give you living water.” Jesus essentially says, “Oh, you think life is all about
being a Jew or a Samaritan? There’s a bigger picture.
When the woman addresses Jesus, she
leads with titles and identities established
on earth – man-made titles. Jesus changes
the subject and essentially says… Our identity is connected to eternity. In other
words, our identity isn’t defined by our bad
experiences. Our identity shouldn’t be
crafted from cravings or desires, or by what
we own or our family origins.
Jesus came to give us a new identity, the
best identity! When we accept Jesus as our
Savior, we become a part of His family. We

are new creations, pure and holy, through
His blood shed for us. Paul wrote in 2
Corinthians 5:16-18, “So we have stopped
evaluating others from a human point of
view. At one time we thought of Christ
merely from a human point of view. How
differently we know him now! 17 This
means that anyone who belongs to Christ
has become a new person. The old life is
gone; a new life has begun! 18 And all of
this is a gift from God, who brought us
back to himself through Christ. And God
has given us this task of reconciling people
to him.” Paul says that once we are Jesus
followers, we stop looking at people
through our human point of view- instead
we look at them through Jesus eyes. We are
a new person- our old life is gone- dead and
buried- not to be resurrected!!! God gives
us a new life- we are a new person in Jesus
Christ. Our true identity doesn’t really
emerge until we believe in Jesus and accept
Him. When we’re struggling with who we
are- we need to look to our Creator, He has
the best answer for who we are. Life will
hand us struggles and hard times: someone
dumps you or you get fired, your mistreated or overlooked. No matter the struggle or
the awfulness of a situation remember: You
are still His. When the good times come,
you are still His, when life is full and amazing or you’re at the top of the mountain,
You are His during the good times too!
Don’t forget whose you are:
When you feel defeated: Remember who
you are!
When you feel overwhelmed: Remember
who you are!
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Who
Am I?

Have you ever said “I believe ______”
but your actions didn’t follow up? Every
single one of us has. It’s too common, it’s
sadly kind of expected. “Yeah, Pastor,
nobody is perfect…we all do that…it’s no
big deal.” This excuse to behavior doesn’t
work well anywhere else in my life. ‘Hey,
son, I know I missed your graduation, but
nobody is perfect.’ ‘Hey, Gary, I know I
forgot our anniversary, but nobody is perfect.’
What is it with excuses? Florence
Nightingale was asked about what helped
her stay the course - what helped her live
out what she believed. she said, “I attribute
my success to this: I never gave or took an
excuse.”
What if we decided to be as committed as
that - to have no excuses, to really spend
time on our faith commitment; to be in a
close relationship with God. But- life happens—stuff just gets piled up and in the
way. We get confused about life. We struggle with temptation. We have good intentions, and we struggle with the follow
through- it’s easy to make excuses for why
our relationship with God isn’t growing.
Part of our problem is that we don’t know
who we are- we have a difficult time recognizing and accepting who God says we
are, we have a mistaken identity. This is
not a new problem- Jesus introduced him-
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Dennison/Vang Lutheran Parish
P.O. Box 117, Dennison, MN • 507-645-6042
Website: www.dennisonvang.org
Email: dennisonvangoffice@gmail.com
Pastor Paul A. Graham
August 29 – Worship at Vang – 9:00 AM
September Worship Schedule
Sunday – September 5 (Labor Day Weekend) –
Combined worship at Vang, 9:00 AM
Sunday, Sept. 12 – Worship at Vang @ 9:00 AM and
Dennison at 11:00 AM
Wednesday, Sept. 15 – Evening Prayer at Dennison, 7 PM
Sunday, Sept. 19 – Rally Day –
Combined service at Vang, 9:00 AM
Sunday, Sept. 26 – Worship at Vang, 9:00 AM and
“Songs of My Life” at Dennison, 11:00 AM
Gol Lutheran Marv Kormann, Pastor
8:45a.m. Sunday School;
9:15a.m. Social & Coffee Time; 10a.m. Worship
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
and all major church year festivals
Grace Lutheran, Nerstrand
Don Kloster, Pastor
Service 9 a.m.; Coffee Hour 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.
Emmanuel Lutheran
Martin Horn, Pastor
10:45 a.m. worship; 6:45 p.m.; New Life Radio - KDHL
Hegre Lutheran
Pastor Chris Brekke
Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.
Moland Lutheran
Nancy Edwardson, Pastor • 10:30 a.m. worship
First Ev. Lutheran
Luther Mathsen, Pastor
Sunday 9:00 a.m. worship
Wangen Prairie Lutheran Church LCMC
Curtis Fox, Pastor
24289 Cty. 24 Blvd., Cannon Falls
Sunday mornings: 9a.m. Worship; 10a.m. Fellowship
Thursdays 9:30a.m. Bible Study;
7:00p.m. Bluegrass Jam (open to public)
Bring your instruments, play, sing or just enjoy.

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
Be Strong and Courageous
“Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the Lord your God will be with you wherever
you go.”
— Joshua 1:9

It’s natural to have some fear or apprehension
at the beginning of a new task. We may ask
ourselves questions like “What if I don’t know
what to do?” or “What if I’m not good enough?”
Every time I stand up in front of a group of
people to present something—whether it’s a
sermon, a lecture, or a presentation of some
kind—those questions run through my head and
are accompanied by fear and doubt.
In our passage today Joshua had just been told
that Moses, the leader of God’s people, was
dead. And now God told Joshua that he would be
the one to lead the people. What a huge task! We
couldn’t blame Joshua for at least having a little
fear. But God tells him to be strong and
courageous and not to be afraid or discouraged.
And this encouragement is more than a pep talk.
This is God’s promise to Joshua that wherever
he goes in the new land that God would bring
them into—and however hard the task before
him would be—God would always be right there
with him.
We face difficulties all the time—at work and
school, and with our families and friends. We
have many opportunities to be discouraged and
afraid. But God’s promise to us is the same as it
was to Joshua: God will be with us wherever we
go.
And if God is with us, what do we have to fear?
Prayer: Ever-present God, you promise to be
with us wherever we go. Help us to remember
this truth in the difficult tasks that lie ahead of
us each day. Amen.
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When you feel ashamed- you’ve taken a
wrong turn: Remember who you are!
When you get up tomorrow: Remember
who you are!
When you look in the mirror: Remember
who you are: You are a son, you are a
daughter of the King of Kings, you are a
child of God!!! He is with you and will
guide you and shape you to become all that
He has created you for!!!
Surrender yourself to Jesus Christ. He
will make you new- He will give you your
true identity. You are more than your circumstances- you are a son of God; you are
a daughter of God! Now live like it! No
excuses… Remember who and whose you
are!!!

Traxler Law
PLLC
traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS
• Wills, Trusts, & Estates
• Farm and Business
Transition Planning
• General Practice
• Probate
4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

METHODIST
Nerstrand United Methodist
Lora Sturm, Pastor
507-330-0025
Worship 9:00a.m.

Stanton United Methodist
Rev. Gary Liker
Worship 10:15a.m.
Church Phone 507-263-4063

ST. JOHNS UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
(Wheeling Township) 19086 Jacobs Ave., Faribault
Lora Sturm, Pastor • 507-330-0025
www.stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info
Sunday School 9:30a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

NEW LIFE CHURCH
Patrick McBride, Pastor
525 Beverly St., Wanamingo
9:00a.m. Sunday School for all ages;
10:00a.m. Worship Service
7:00p.m. Small Group Bible Studies - Sun.

HOLDEN-DALE PARISH
Heather Culuris, Pastor
Sunday 9:00 a.m. worship at Holden;
11:00 a.m. worship at Dale
E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
to the Mainstreet Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Obituaries

Forest Melvin Wipperling

August, 2021
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Dennison-Vang Lutheran Parish seeks to be a
loving presence in the community in Christ’s
name. We are a community of faith that
makes a difference through worship and
serving outside our walls.
If you are looking for something more in your
life, come check us out!
37514 3rd Avenue, Dennison, MN 55018
Pastor Paul A. Graham

Website: www.dennisonvang.org
E-MAIL ADDRESS: dennisonvangoffice@gmail.com

Rally Day: Save the Date!
Rally Day is coming up, and it will be a celebration!
And we do indeed have much to celebrate.
At Rally Day, we will celebrate
• Because God loves us, Christ shows us the way, and the Spirit
guides us.
• The change of seasons from summer to fall
• Our awesome kids and families – Rally Day marks the kickoff
to things like Sunday school and confirmation.
There will be a festive worship service followed by fun games,
activities, and special treats. See you there!
Rally Day: September 19, 9:00 AM at Vang
(this will be a combined service with Dennison Lutheran)
Caring for the Earth, Helping You Church
On Rally Day (Sept. 19) come learn how you can sign up for a
community solar garden. Community solar gardens are for
people who want to use solar but can’t install panels on their
own. It allows you to support renewable energy and lowers
utility bills. Plus, for every individual who signs up, Novel Energy
Solutions will give a $50 donation to the church! Please note
that to access this program you must be an Excel Energy
customer.
Find out more at Novel Energy - https://novelenergy.biz/
New Worship Opportunities at
Dennison Lutheran Community Church
This fall, Dennison Lutheran Community church will be offering
new worship opportunities you will definitely want to
experience. With music led by Todd Thompson, come check
out innovative approaches to worship and community.

Forest Melvin Wipperling, 86, of Red
Wing,
died
Tuesday, July 27,
2021 at his home
surrounded by his
loving family. He
was born July 3,
1935
in
New
Rockford, North
Dakota.
He lived
there until
his family moved to Minnesota in 1946.
After two years living in St. Paul and Red
Wing, the family moved to a farm near
Goodhue. Forest graduated from Goodhue
High School in 1953. In 1954 he joined the
US Air Force and in 1955 was assigned to
the U.S. Embassy in Paris, France where he
was the head of all military passports and
visas.
In October 1955 he married Lois
Thompson in Paris, France. Forest and
Lois lived in Paris for three years until he
was discharged in April 1958. After discharge Forest was hired by the Red Wing
Police Dept. He quickly moved through the
ranks eventually becoming Assistant Police
Chief. In 1978 Forest was accepted and
attended the FBI Academy in Quantico,
VA. In July 1980 he was appointed Chief
of Police of Red Wing. He retired in 1987
to run for Goodhue Co Sheriff. He was
elected sheriff in November 1987 and
served 12 years.
Forest’s 40-year career in law enforcement was filled with busy years of serving
on local and state boards in many capacities
as a member to president. He also implemented a number of programs as police

Sunday Morning Worship – The first Sunday of the month will
feature special music, joyful songs, and a message of hope
and healing from God’s Word. You will leave this worship time
feeling refreshed, strengthened, and renewed.
Songs of My Life – This innovative gathering will be on the 3rd
Sunday of the month. The Songs of My Life Gathering is open
to anyone who is seeking connection. People are invited to
gather to share stories, songs and space with each other. In
this way we grow together in our journey here on earth.
Taize Prayer – On the third Wednesday of the month at 7:00
PM, come spend some peaceful moments with God. Taizé
Prayer is evening prayer for all Christian faiths. It is a simple,
meditative form of worship, calling us to open to Christ’s
presence around and within us. Taizé Prayer is named for the
ecumenical Christian community formed in Taizé, France
during World War II. It is an evening prayer practiced by
millions of people all over the world.

Our advertisers
appreciate your
business!
Tell them you saw their ad in the

THANK
YOU

chief and sheriff. Among those were:
Juvenile Officer position, Ride Along
Program for high school students, intern
program for college students, bike safety
program, crime prevention unit, school liaison officer, started the canine unit, as well
as incorporated a Sentence to Serve
Program in the Goodhue Co. Jail.
Forest also was honored as American
Legion Officer of the year, Outstanding
Elected Official of the year, Distinguished
Service Award for Outstanding Law
Enforcement Officer of the Year and Red
Wing Jaycees Citizen of the Year.
Forest enjoyed pistol competition and set
a state record in 1970 shooting 891 points
out of 900 putting 44 shots into the X in the
middle of the target. He held the rank of
distinguished master.
Forest was a member of United Lutheran
Church where he served on council, ushered, taught teen Sunday School class and
served on the men’s cooking team.
Forest was a patient loving father and husband who enjoyed time with family above
his law enforcement career. Many weekends were spent at the family cabin in
Spooner, Wisconsin where he loved to fish
and sit by a bonfire with his family.
Forest and Lois have four children, Robin
Wipperling (Keith) Kaiser, Jeffry (Lynda)
Wipperling, Cindy (Mike) Adolph and Brad
(Linda)Wipperling all of Red Wing, 12
grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren,
as well as numerous nieces and nephews.
Forest was preceded in death by his parents
Julius and Meta Wipperling and his brother
Harold.
A private family burial will be held at the
Wacouta Cemetery. Memorial service was
at 11 a.m. Saturday, July 31, 2021 at United
Lutheran Church. Intern Pastor Lisa Hawe
officiated. Visitation was 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday, July 30, 2021 at the Mahn Family
Funeral Home, Bodelson-Mahn Chapel and
Saturday one hour prior to the service at the
church. Memorials are preferred to United
Lutheran Church, Mayo Hospice or
Alzheimer’s Association. Online condolences can be sent to the family at
www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com
To send flowers to the family or plant a
tree in memory of Forest M. Wipperling,
please visit our floral store.
(obituaries continued on page 4)

Come re-imagine what church can be at Dennison Lutheran
Community Church, and help us to
“Sing to the Lord a new song!”
September Worship Schedule
Sunday – September 5 (Labor Day Weekend) –
Combined worship at Vang, 9:00 AM
Sunday, Sept. 12 – Worship at Vang @ 9:00 AM and
Dennison at 11:00 AM
Wednesday, Sept. 15 – Evening Prayer at Dennison, 7:00 PM
Sunday, Sept. 19 – Rally Day –
Combined service at Vang, 9:00 AM
Sunday, Sept. 26 – Worship at Vang, 9:00 AM and
“Songs of My Life” at Dennison, 11:00 AM

Friendly, Personal Service

Dennison, MN

507-645-0278
www.dennisontireandrepair.com

Community & Obituary
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Mayo Clinic
Responds to
Increased COVID-19
Activity in SE MN

RED WING, Minn. — In response to the
recent significant increase of COVID-19
cases in Minnesota, Mayo Clinic Health
System is implementing new visitor restrictions and enhancing the availability of

Dale Richard Schmidt

COVID-19 testing and vaccinations.
"We’re testing hundreds of people each
day for COVID-19. In southeast Minnesota
counties outside of Rochester, 15 to 20 percent of tests are coming back positive," says
Robert Albright, Jr. D.O., regional vice
president, Southeast Minnesota Region,
Mayo Clinic Health System. "Nearly all
patients hospitalized due to COVID-19 are
unvaccinated people. For our part, Mayo
will continue to vaccinate as many people
as possible, give antibody infusions to prevent hospitalizations, encourage masking

OBITUARY

A Memorial Service was held at the Boldt Funeral Home, Faribault, on Saturday,
August 21, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. Interment was at Nerstrand
Cemetery.
A Memorial Visitation was held at the Boldt Funeral Home,
Faribault, for one hour prior to the service on Saturday.
Dale Richard, the son of Darwin and Gwendolyn (Hall)
Schmidt, was born on April 18, 1956 in Fairmont, MN. He
graduated from Rosemount High School and was employed
by Modern Printers of Faribault for many years. Dale loved
golfing, hunting, trapping and wood working.
He is survived by his wife, Laurie; two daughters, Nicole
(and Seth) Ihlenfeld and Whitney Schmidt (and Alan Sobey);
three grandchildren, Olivia and Callista Ihlenfeld and Sheldon
Sobey; two brothers, Joe (and Loretta) Schmidt of Rosemount and David (and Debbie)
Schmidt of Spooner, WI; one sister, Ruth Stransky of Apple Valley; and nieces,
nephews and other relatives.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Darwin and Gwen; one brother, Michael;
and his grandparents.
Please visit boldtfuneralhome.com for information and guest book.

INSURANCE BUILT
AROUND YOU

Phone: 507-263-4276 • Fax: 507-263-4207
www.freebergins.com

Laura Freeberg (Cell: 612-396-0533)
Geri Geiken (Cell: 651-353-4676)

Toro 75755 TimeCutter
MyRIDE Zero Turn Mower

• 24.5hp commercial V-twin 708cc engine
• 50” cutting width
• Iron forged deck
• MyRIDE suspension system
$

3799.00*

502 Huseth St., Kenyon

507-789-6321

• Easy height of cut adjustment
• Tool less oil change

Authorized Toro® Dealer
Farm Equipment Repair
DOT Inspections/Welding

and educate our communities on the threat
of another surge. Our communities can, in
turn, help us keep medical professionals
available for non-COVID-19 care by getting vaccinated and wearing masks to
reduce the spread of the virus."
Mayo Clinic Health System restricts visitors due to surge in COVID-19 cases
Mayo Clinic Health System's Southeast
Minnesota Region will reduce the number
of visitors allowed in its hospitals and clinics to one designated visitor per patient,
beginning Wednesday, Aug. 25. This
change affects hospitals in Albert Lea,
Austin, Cannon Falls, Lake City and Red

August, 2021

Wing, Minnesota, as well as all Mayo
Clinic Health System clinics in the region.
Mayo Clinic Health System is making this
change in response to increasing cases of
COVID-19 in the communities it serves,
largely due to the delta variant. All visitors
must comply with masking and safety
requirements. Visitor restrictions are subject to change, depending on the presence
of COVID-19 in each community.
Mayo Clinic Health System will provide
the latest guidelines on the Mayo Clinic
Health System website.

WE LOVE OUR
COUNTY FAIR

:KHWKHU \RX·UH VKRZLQJ D
ERWWOH FDOI EDNLQJ D SLH RU
MXVW DWWHQGLQJ WKH VKRZV
WKDQN \RX IRU VXSSRUWLQJ
WKH IDLU.
TrXVW LQ TomorroZ
&DOO XV IRU KHOS ZLWK DOO
\RXU LQVXUDQFH QHHGV

KELLER INSURANCE AGENCY
“Trust in Tomorrow.” and the “A Grinnell Mutual
Member” mark are property of Grinnell Mutual
Reinsurance Company. ©Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company, 2021.

Your FarMutual Agent
305 Main Street, Nerstrand, MN 55053
507-334-6550

August, 2021
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Donations Approved for Firefighters
and First Responders

Page 5

Northfield Hospital Explores
Opening Clinic in Kenyon

The Northfield Hospital approved plans to open and staff a primary care clinic in Kenyon
in the site of the former Mayo Clinic satellite, located at Kenyon Sunset Home. Mayo
pulled out of Kenyon at the end of 2020, but has continued to send a mobile clinic to town
on Mondays and Wednesday each week.
The Northfield Hospital Clinic would provide full-time service in the building which
housed the Mayo facility and has committed to two years. It is not expected to open for a
couple months, if plans proceed as planned.
August 10 - The Nerstrand City Council approved donations of $4,500 from the
Nerstrand Fire Relief Association; $1,000 from Fireside Dennison, Parkside Gas, &
Dennison Lions; and a $4,500 MN DNR grant. These funds will be utilized to purchase
structural firefighting turnout gear (helmets, coats, pants, boots, gloves) and traffic
safety vests. Thanks to the support of local business, civic groups, and YOU we can
ensure our firefighters and first responders are protected. Thank you!

Nerstrand Fire & Rescue

Farm • Crop • Home
Auto • Business
Life • Health

Ali Peters

215 N. 2nd Street, Goodhue, MN
651-923-4433
alison@mnfuia.com

Dennison Days
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The BBQ Cook Off was a success on Main Street

Kids games at City Hall

Kids games at City Hall

Kids games at City Hall

August, 2021

Milo Peterson Ford Co.
SUMMER DEALS AT PETERSON FORD!
2019 FORD EDGE SEL

#21062U
#21062U

2L Ecoboost DOHC turbo
charged engine, 8 speed
auto, magnetic metallic,
26,886 miles

SUMMER
SPECIAL!
$

Now

29,675

2014 FORD ESCAPE SE

2017 FORD FUSION SE

#21008D
#21008D

1.5L Ecoboost engine,
6 speed auto,
burgundy, 29,566 miles

SUMMER
SPECIAL!
$

Now

18,555

2020 FORD EXPLORER XLT

2000 MUSTANG GT CONVERTIBLE

#21012D
#21012D

4.6L V-8, SOHC 16v
engine, 4 speed auto,
zinc yellow,
26,085 miles

SUMMER
SPECIAL!
$

Now

15,999

2020 FORD RANGER XLT

#21128U
# 2 11 2 8 U

2.3L Ecoboost DOHC
turbo charged engine,
10 speed auto, red,
10,208 miles

SUMMER
SPECIAL!
$

Now

35,449

TAKING A SUMMER ROAD TRIP?

At Milo Peterson Ford Co., our highly
qualified technicians are here to provide
exceptional service in a timely manner.

#21141U
# 2 11 4 1 U

1.6L Ecoboost DOHC turbo
charged engine, 6 speed
auto, sunset metallic,
80,107 miles

Call
for
Price

#21110U
# 2 111 0 U

3.5L V-6 Ti-VCT engine,
6 speed auto with select
shift, 19,475 miles,
magnetic metallic

SUMMER
SPECIAL!
$

Now

36,999

From oil changes to transmission replacements,
we are dedicated to maintaining top tier
customer service, for both new and pre-owned
car buyers! Allow our staff to demonstrate our
commitment to excellence.

Call our service department to schedule your
maintenance needs.
Open Monday thru Friday 7:30am to 5pm.

COME SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.MILOPETERSONFORD.COM
3020 457th Street Way, Kenyon • 507-789-6113 • SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p.m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.

August, 2021
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Strese Tree Service float

Nerstrand Fire Truck

Danny and Ellen enjoyed the parade during Dennison Days

David Flom and Moo Moo

Randolph FFA

Horses on parade

Ascheman’s & Noreen’s enjoying the Car Show

Dallas and family “spreading” the candy to parade watchers

photo courtesy of Nerstrand Fire Dept.
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THE KING
with Cash
& Diamond
Returning
to
Dennison
(continued from page 1)
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It is in this production, Nash includes one
of his own songs "June" co- written and coproduced with Jeff Silverman in Nashville,
TN. Engineering mix by Grammy Award
Winners John Carter Cash and Chuck
Turner at Cash Cabin Studio in
Hendersonville, TN.
You can see both of these great artists in
Dennison September 3rd.
Advance Tickets are just $20.00.
$25.00 Day of Show. Call Fireside at
507-645-9992 or e-mail them at
firesideloungedennison@gmail.com
to order tickets.
You can also make dinner reservations
that evening ahead of the show.
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The Circus Came to Dennison

The Culpepper & Merriweather Circus returned to Dennison August 5th, hosted by
the Dennison Lions Club and Dennison Lutheran Community Church.
Over $300 was raised from the event to support the community.
Like many events, the Circus was pulled off the road in 2020.
Circus officials stated there was a random USDA inspection of the traveling show
that day, and they passed with no violations and the show went on as scheduled. The
circus last appeared in the area in 2018, when it took place in Nerstrand.
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Dennison Days Memory

Gloria and Erwin and Tina enjoy a cold one at 2014 Dennison Days
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Avoid Pruning Trees in Drought

Minnesota is in tough shape. Only far southeastern
Minnesota is okay. Most of the rest of the state is in severe to
extreme drought.
You’ve likely seen your stress on your trees and shrubs. My
hydrangeas are unhappy, leaves have started to drop on trees
too early. Other signs include leaf curling, wilting and discoloration. Some will produce extra seeds.
The University of Minnesota Extension has put out a warning to homeowners not to prune any trees until the drought is
over. That means we currently need 5 to 8 inches of rain in 4
weeks to end it. That looks unlikely.
Teri Knight
A rule of thumb is to water them slowly and deeply about 10
gallons of water for each inch of the “established” tree’s diameter about every 7 days. Likely that hasn’t been happening. I
know I haven’t.
I HAVE watered my trees and shrubs planted less than 3 years ago.
When trees are stressed during a drought, they are
more susceptible to disease and insects. Pruning can
increase that risk further. You can prune out dead
branches but that’s it. Trees can sometimes lose all
their leaves to drought and recover; sometimes not.
If a tree is severely stressed and drops all of its
leaves, it may be unable to produce enough photosynthates to properly harden off and survive the upcoming winter. Leaf drop is how the tree is trying to
help itself, they’re shedding the part that needs
water.
Teri Knight became a Master Gardener with Dakota
County, Minnesota in 2003. She currently produces her
website, www.gardenbite.com, that supplements her daily
radio program which has aired Monday thru Friday on
radio stations throughout Minnesota since 2007. In 2017,
several stations in Wisconsin began airing her show.
Teri’s been involved in community projects which include
a Junior Master Gardener program for 8 to 12 year olds,
‘Firebird’ 8-21-21
designing and planting a garden for a women’s center and
various other organizations! Teri’s Garden Bite Radio Program can be heard weekday mornings on AM 1080 and 95.1 FM, KYMN Radio from Northfield, MN.

Keeping You Informed
During this Difficult Time
www.kymnradio.net

Harvey Mackay
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of the future for many organizations, but
lots of consumers are bucking the trend.
The CRM Buyer website reports that
researchers surveyed more than 24,000
consumers in 12 countries about customer
interactions, and here’s what they found:
Eighty percent prefer customer service
from a human being instead of an automated system.
Eighty-three percent say that interacting
with a customer service rep is important on
the phone or in a store.
Sixty-eight percent believe they’re more
likely to get a better deal when negotiating
in person instead of online.
Eighteen percent said they would renew
products or services because of good personal customer service, even if they were
more expensive.
Good, personalized customer service is
that important.
Companies are facing new and serious
issues meeting the expectations of customers in the current climate. Hiring difficulties, pandemic restrictions, merchandise
shortages and financial challenges have
made many organizations rethink their
practices. And stressed employees need
support more than ever as they handle extra
work and procedures.
In addition, customers who got accustomed to online shopping and home delivery have meant many businesses have had
to make adjustments to the services they
offer.
Those challenges aren’t disappearing
soon.
And an unhappy customer who receives
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Make
Customer
Service An
Everyday
Occurence

By Harvey Mackay

Comedy writer Bob Orben had an interesting take on customer service: “You go to
a coin-operated store and wash and dry
your clothes. Then you go to a filling station where you pump your own gas. And
on to a fast-food restaurant where you carry
your own tray. And what is it being called?
A service economy!”
The irony has not escaped customers, who
will be the final arbiter of the current
options.
Electronic self-service may be the wave

HOPE CREAMERY
BUTTER AVAILABLE
AT PARKSIDE!
Local has become an important part of
consumer’s food choices. People like to
know where their food is coming from and
how is it produced. Hope Creamery fits
that profile very well. Our butter is made
using an age old process.
Vat pasteurization, and small batch
quantities are churned fresh every week.

Parkside General Store
~ Gas & Groceries ~

“The Little Store with More!”

The Hope Creamery
makes butter the old
fashioned way and you
can tell the difference.
ATM AVAILABLE
Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm; Sat.-Sun. 7am-7pm
230 Main St, Nerstrand
507-332-8626
parksidenerstrand@gmail.com

poor service can make or break a business.
Bad online reviews can cripple an otherwise thriving business.
So the one constant that must not suffer in
the midst of all these obstacles is good customer service. There are some fundamentals to keep in mind to achieve that goal.
Hire the right people. The rule is you
either hire smart or manage tough. Hiring
smart is better, but it requires you to know
what you’re looking for and to recognize
the skills and attitude you want. Look at
experience and listen to your gut.
Keep score. If you don’t measure performance, your team will be in perpetual
warm-up mode. Let employees know what
they’re being measured on and how it is
relevant to them, their customers, and the
organization’s bottom line.
Reward. Make sure you reward the
desired outcome. For instance, if you want
your salespeople to create relationships and
long-term accounts, reward them with
back-end commissions, bonuses or some
form of appreciation.
Practice what you preach. If you want a
motivated customer service rep, you need
to be motivated yourself first. Are you genuinely excited about the work your group
produces? You need to love your customers, because if you’re not sincerely
motivated yourself, you’ll never motivate
other people to provide excellent service.
Being put on hold on the phone is a pet
peeve for most of us. Although you may
have to put a client or customer on hold,
offer them the courtesy of waiting or getting a call-back.

Give employees the power to actually
serve the customer’s needs.
Steve Hardison, who went on to become a
successful executive coach, began his
career in sales at Xerox. Product returns
were against company policy at the time,
but according to a story in the Chicago
Tribune, one day Hardison decided to let
one of his customers return a copier regardless of the rule. When his boss demanded
an explanation, Hardison said, “If I lose a
job because I took care of a customer, then
I never had a job.”
The next day his boss’s boss called him
into his office. Hardison fully expected to
get fired. Instead, the executive said, “I
wish I had more people like you.” His reputation for honesty and integrity was made.
Referring to a column on customer service
a few years back, one of my loyal readers
sent me an email about the power of personal touch. He and his wife serve on the
welcoming committee at their church.
Before each service, they try to greet as
many people as they can with “happiness
and appreciation,” visitors or members
alike.
He mentioned an occasion on vacation
when attending another church, only one
person spoke to them. As they left, the pastor greeted them, and that made all the difference in the world.
Mackay’s Moral: Make “at your service” your motto.
Reprinted with permission from nationally syndicated columnist Harvey Mackay, author of the
New York Times #1 bestseller "Swim With The
Sharks Without Being Eaten Alive."

Severs Appraisal
~ Residential and Land Appraisals ~
Jonathan Severs, Certified Appraiser
Dennison • Cell 651-324-5856
MN License #20373680
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New Mayor in Nerstrand
(continued from page 1)

Our four adult children have grown up in
our dear town.
I put my name in to be mayor of Nerstrand
to try and help with some difficulty the City
is going through right now.
Unfortunately there are a few residents
who want to make Nerstrand out to be
worse than it really is.
I hope to help the city realize it's goal of
finishing the upper floor of our historic City
Hall building.
This space will be a wonderful asset for a
community: better city meetings, many city

events: like movies, plays, or other, and
space for city residents to possibly reserve
and use.
Also, I hope to assist with the city establishing long range infrastructure plans, help
community operational plans, and lift community spirit.
So many of us are blessed to live in this
great city of Nerstrand.
I am very thankful for this opportunity to
serve our fellow residents honorably, excellently, diligently, and respectfully.

Part Time
WRITER WANTED
Duties include covering feature and human
interest stories and upcoming events in the
Messenger coverage area.
Will also work with content production for
future on-line distribution.
Pay negotiable and based on experience.
Qualified applicants will possess:

• Ability to work with deadlines
• Great people skills

• Knowledge of/access to a computer
• Enjoy small town atmosphere

• The ability to work some night hours as needed for editorial
Email resume and sample of work to: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
or call Terry at 507-951-7417

Nerstrand City Council Meeting Minutes - July 13, 2021
Nerstrand City Council met for their regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, July 13,
2021 at 7:00p.m. Those in attendance in person were Mayor Niki Portillo, Council
Members Monica Gernandt, Jennifer Schwab and Jennifer Valek. Other people in
attendance were Public Works Director Steve McDowell, City Clerk Dana Jans, 18
residents in person and 0 via ZOOM.
Roll Call
Councilpersons Valek, Gernandt, Schwab and Mayor Portillo all present.
Approval of Agenda
-Motion to accept the agenda by Councilperson Schwab, second by Councilperson
Gernandt, motion passed unanimously.
Consent Agenda
-Motion to accept all consent items by Councilperson Schwab, second by
Councilperson Valek, motion passed unanimously.
WSB
-John Powell discussed long term planning for infrastructure. Council would like
time to review the documents and follow up with Powell in the future.
New Business
-Resolution 2021-05, declaring council vacancy. Motion by Councilperson Gernandt
to adopt Resolution
2021-05 Declaring Council Vacancy, seconded by Councilperson Schwab. Motion
passed unanimously.
-Mayor read requirements for being on council. Council voted on paper for council
appointment. Motion by Councilperson Schwab to appoint Todd Evavold to council,
seconded by councilperson Valek, motion passed unanimously.
Public Works
- Pulled the well and it went good. Conduit for the generator is in, working on concrete pads, and the generator won’t be delivered until September. Waiting for the contractor to fix the water connection at the community garden. WWGoestch checked the
pumps and things looked good. More road patching was completed. Still waiting for
the culvert on Kielmeyer
Adjourn
Motion by Mayor Portillo to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilperson
Schwab, passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted by;
Dana Jans, Nerstrand City Clerk

DON’T LET HEARING PROBLEMS
SLOW YOU DOWN!

From start to finish,
we do the entire project.
FREE FREE FREE HUGE BLUETOOTH
Hearing
Exam

Consultation

2 Week
Trial

Selection
(In-Ear &
Behind
Ear)

Models
available
(Phone &
TV)

Call today for your FREE, No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

• Kitchens
• Fireplaces
• Closets
• New Projects
• Barns
• Siding
• Pole Sheds

• Living Rooms
• Floors
• Bathrooms
• Remodels
• Roofs
• Garages

Wood Doc
Construction
Emery and John Maher
Jayne Bongers Owner/MN Certified

507-271-4200

507-412-9813 • advantagehearingcenter.com

www.wooddocconstruction.com

ZUMBROTA: 1605 Main St, Suite 200 • CANNON FALLS: 100 South 4th St.
FARIBAULT: 1575 NW 20th St

Lic. #BC628191

Dennison, MN
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City of Dennison
Regular Council Meeting
July 1st, 2021
The July Dennison City Council meeting
was called to order by Mayor Jeff Flaten on
Thursday, July 1st, 2021 at 7:00 pm. Present
were Councilors Ann Anders, and Heidi
Cooke, and Clerk Jessica Page. Nichole
Schiell and Diane Ruddle was unable to
attend.
Approval of Minutes: Councilor Anders
move to accept the minutes for the June
meeting with the correction. Councilor
Cooke second. Motion passed 3:0.
Councilor Anders moved to approve the treasurer’s report, Councilor Cooke second.
Motion passed 3:0.
Building
Permits:
Michelle
Zimmerman/Marleas’s patio. Council has
asked for information for the last couple of
meetings. Incomplete application so no further action has been taken. Clerk has
requested updated map with property lines
and setbacks.
Administrative Issues:
1. Kelm Haugen parcel annexation/split.
Roger and Sarah Kelm were present at the
meeting. The council reviewed the email
from Burkhardt with his recommendations
on the matter. He recommends that there be
no more construction permits, etc on the nonconforming parcel. Kelms are understanding
of the email from Burkhardt. If Kelms
would like to join their two parcels together,
Council would need to look at zoning for
those parcels. If Terry wants to continue to
pursue the annexation, he would need to
approach the City again. No further action
will be taken at this time by the City Council.
2. Karen DuCharme from SEMMCHRA
has some resolutions and drug free workplace forms that need approval, as well as the
administration contract. Councilor Anders
move to accept the resolutions: Res 7-20211 addressing Civil Rights Policy, Res 72021-2 Residential Anti-displacement and
Relocation Assistance Plan, and the Drug
Free Workplace Certification. Councilor
Cooke
second.
Motion passed 3:0.
Councilor Anders move to approve the
administration contract with SEMMCHRA.
Councilor Cooke second, motion passed 3:0.
3. Force Main Update: Carley was going to
try to have the cost to weld/replace the liner
at the ponds for the meeting, but was unable
to get it. The Contractor has to find a sub
contractor to do the work. They have been
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going back and forth between all parties and
ISG. Councilor Anders asked if the materials been ordered? It was not known at that
time. City would need to ask Carley.
4. Phosphorus project: Update from
Carley. Bids were opened as of this morning at 10. There were no bidders. Inquiries
were made, but no bids made. Carley will
contact some of the interested parties to see
the concerns and questions that the contractors had. Work continues on the shed at the
ponds. Second draw has been requested by
the builder as per his quote/contract. Mayor
was out at site, roof will be completed the
afternoon of the 1st, or on the 2nd of July.
Nate thought it looked good. Possibly done
next week with building? Councilor Anders
move to approve the second draw for the
contractor,
MillTown
Construction.
Councilor Cooke second. Motion passed
3:0.
5. POS Ordinance for sewer lines. Need to
pass ordinance and the resolution regarding
what to publish. It wasn’t posted as an
Ordinance, (just as an amendment) so need
to repost as an actual Ordinance before voting on it. Mayor Flaten will post it as an
ordinance. Post outside too.
6. Downspout on the corner of city hall
was plugged. Mayor Flaten unplugged it.
There was water in the office again after a
weekend rain. Any progress on re-roof?
Josh from Starr Exteriors was up and looked
at it. He actually did a little patching as
there were no shingles in an area he noted
that was about 10 by 10. City will need to
work through the insurance process. Mason
Otterdahl looking at outside of building for
sealing, have him look at inside of office
also to see if he can figure out where water
is coming in.
7. Catch basins: Dan was going to try to
talk to Lenny about when he can get work
done and try to coordinate with Goodhue
County. Would also like to see when he can
fix curb on 3rd Ave. It was noted that a new
hole has developed during the last rain, so
City has been looking at finding an excavator who can at least open the area up and
patch/fill right away. An estimate from Bill
Duetsch came in today. Councilor Anders
move to have Duetsch Excavating do the
repairs listed on the proposal, including the
east catch basin, west sinkhole, and 3rd
street curb repair. Councilor Cooke second.
Motion passed 3:0.
8. Approval to add another accounting

Congresswoman Angie Craig Visits Dennison

Dennison Mayor Jeff Flaten met with Congresswoman Angie Craig as she toured the
city recently. Craig met with several business owners and leaders during her visit.

fund for the American Rescue Plan, so
expenditures can be easily documented.
Council feels that the City wouldn’t need to
do a separate fund for this money so no
action taken
9. Smoke test on the 15th (16th rain date).
Post a public notice regarding it. A notice
was already put in the newsletter. Door to
door leaflets? What else to do before it
occurs? (So people don’t panic.) Clerk will
contact the fire department,and sheriff’s
office. 8:30 am start. Nate reported that the
City has the needed supplies to do the smoke
testing.
10. Dan will ask Bob Flom about spraying
weeds in the city streets, and at the pond. Not
sure if Dan has made contact or not. Council
requested that it not be done on a Friday due
to garbage cans being on the streets that day.
Would be good to give folks a heads up too
that it is going to occur.
11.Weeds on properties: Jeff has talked
with Neal Wilson, Paul Nygaard, Ron
Mickelson for Post Office. Also at Kelli
Ludvigsons’s bar need to be addressed. City
need to address their own property regarding
this also. Nate will take care of. Clerk will
talk to Kelli about the weeds. Alleyway and
tidy up stuff for Neal. He hasn’t done anything as of yet. Jeff will talk to Neal ask him
when he can get it done. If Neal doesn’t give
a date, tell him in two weeks. Pete Lee trailer needs to be trimmed too. Pete Lee was
notified that the roof looked to be splitting.
One Council member asked if the front window was broken? It was noted that folks
have seen rodents come out of building at
various times.
12. Dennison Days: Main Street will need
to be closed off on Saturday for various
activities. Lions Club has asked the City if
they will assist with the cost of the portable
toilets for the event. Councilor Anders Ann
move to authorize $400 for portable toilets
for Dennison Days. Councilor Cooke second. Motion passed 3:0. Councilor Anders
move to close off the street with barricades.
Councilor Cooke second. Motion passed
3:0. Pastor Paul had asked about using City
Hall for a blood drive possibly. Council
noted that there would be no charge for the
church to use for a blood drive.
13. Jeff will work on painting windows in
City Hall. There are some that are in really
bad shape on the north side. Jeff didn’t think
the ones on the north side were paintable as
the sashes are almost gone. NW one is the
worst. Ask adjuster about water damage on
the windows. Don’t paint until then.
Reimburse for primer. Use brown paint that
Charlie got for windows, etc.
Citizens Issues: Complaints from last
month letters were sent out with reply’s,
progress reports due July 1. Pohl’s and
Nygaard. Paul was present. He was going to
week whip the weeds. Paul contacted people
about non licensed vehicles on his property.
Two people picked their vehicle up. Others
got licenses for the vehicles. He has another load of tires to haul out. Paul presented
the city with a check for two hundred dollars
for metal recycling from the clean-up day.
Council members noted that possums and
raccoons are being seen around town.
Continuing to work on trapping and removing them.
Pohl’s relayed text from him. Concerns
about tires. Is the fence starting to come
down/lean because of stuff leaning on it?
What is the cedar project that he is talking
about. What is he going to change? Council
would like Kevin to give the City some some
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specifics? Can refer him to the ordinance.
Mayors Issues:
Utilities:
1. Update from Nate: Ponds are as low as
Nate has ever seen them. New chlorine
cylinder and regulator installed. Old regulator was over 30 years old. 1 coon taken care
of. 4 babies seen in town?
2. Certification: Nate’s understanding is
he has a year for it. Dates to get for training, costs, etc.
Mayor Flaten move to pay the bills.
Councilor Cooke second. Motion passed
3:0.
Mayor Flaten move to adjourn. Councilor
Cooke second. Meeting was adjourned.
Next meeting:
Regular meeting is
Thursday August 5th, 2021 at 7:00.

City of Dennison
Special Council Meeting
July 15th, 2021
The special meeting of the Dennison City
Council was called to order by Mayor Jeff
Flaten Thursday July 15th at 7:00 pm.
Mayor Jeff Flaten, Councilors Nichole
Schloesser, Heidi Cooke, and Diane Ruddle,
and Clerk Jessica Page were present.
Councilor Ann Anders was unable to attend.
Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Action was limited to the items posted for
the meeting.
Building Permits:
Marlea’s owner
Michelle brought in the map with the property lines on it, and the setbacks. Runoff
from the roofs might be a concern. There is
the possibly of doing some drain tile
between the buildings to divert the water to
the catch basin in the back. Councilor
Ruddle move to approve their building permit. Councilor Cooke second. Motion
passed 4:0.
Administrative Issues:
1) Ordinance 85. Councilor Schloesser
move to adopt Ordinance 85 that amends
Ordinance 55. Councilor Cooke second.
Motion passed 4:0. Mayor Flaten move to
accept Resolution 7-2021-3, to publish the
Ordinance 85 summary instead of the entire
Ordinance. Councilor Ruddle second.
Motion passed 4:0.
2) Resolution for the American Rescue
Plan. It was noted that there are limitations
on usage of the funds. Councilor Ruddle
move to accept Resolution 7-2021-04 to
accept the Coronavirus Local Fiscal
Recovery Funds established under the
American Rescue Plan Act. Councilor
Schloesser second. Motion passed 4:0.
3) Smoke testing results: There were no
real big issues found. There is a leak at the
top of the hill, possibly just a broken cap.
There is a leak on 1st Ave. Court by Hinces.
Smoke was coming out in the middle of the
street through a crack near there. City will
need to camera that area on 1st Ave. Court to
see what needs to be fixed there. Also need
to move forward on the sump pump inspections.
4) Need approval for 3rd draw of
$38,592.00 for MillTown construction for
the Phosphorus Shed. Councilor Schloesser
move to approve $38,592.00 for the third
draw for the building. Councilor Cooke
second. Motion passed 4:0.
5) Councilor Schloesser move to pay the
bills that have come in since July 1st’s meeting. Councilor Cooke second. Motion
passed 4:0.
Mayor Flaten move to adjourn. Councilor
Cooke second. Meeting was adjourned.

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
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Run Aground
By Terry Campbell

This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between
Minnesota when its warm here and
Tennessee when it’s cold here.

The American Cruise Line has big boat
that comes past Dover frequently. It is on
the Music City Cruise route. The 8-day trip
starts at Memphis and heads up the
Mississippi to Paducah where it stops for
the first night. There the ship passes through
the lock into the Cumberland River. It
comes down Lake Barkley and stops for a

day at Dover to tour the historical Civil
War battlefields. From there it is on to
Clarkesville and finally to Nashville.
The cruise ship has six decks and 99 cabins, accommodating 190 guests. There are
two lounges, a dining room, a café, a
library, yoga/fitness room, laundry and four
observation/sundecks.
We see many barges coming up and down
river on a daily basis and have a couple
times passed the cruise ship while piloting
our 17’ runabout on the river. Our little
bowrider has a draft of a couple feet and
one makes sure to stay between the marker
buoys on the river because even a small
runabout can touch bottom in some places.
Lake Barkley was formed about seventy
years ago when the hydro-electric dam was
built on the Cumberland River. Flooding a
river will give you a lot wider waterway,
but the shoreline can be misleadingly shallow if you are not careful.
So back to the mechanics of boating
where the weight of your craft determines
the draft, or depth of your hull below the
waterline. One assumes if you were piloting a mega-million dollar cruise ship, the
captain would be well schooled in avoiding

Share Your Good News!
Submit your engagement,
wedding or
birth announcement.
Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

river bottoms. Really no excuse for a mistake with modern depth finders and navigational tools.
But imagine our amusement in June when
the American Jazz Cruise Ship ran aground
just outside Dover. Seems the captain
steered the ship on the wrong side of the
channel buoy and got stuck in the mud.
Took a couple Coast Guard tug boats to pull
the ship free. And plenty of amusement to
the local folk. Moral of the story seems to
be if you see a tree growing in the lake, you
might be in pretty shallow water.
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A Minnesotan:

Rain Above
the Trees

By RosaLin Alcoser

Watching the rain come down during a
thunderstorm from the 11th floor of a high
rise apartment building is one of the most
anti-climatic experiences of my life. As it
would turn out living so high up might
give you a nice view of the city but takes
away the wonders of watching it rain.
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Growing up in rural Minnesota one of
my favorite things to do was always sit on
the porch or by the window and watch it
rain. Getting to watch the droplets of
water roll down the glass of the window
is the only thing that you can really do
from this high up.
There was what should have been a
good thunderstorm up in the Twin Cities
one morning in late July. So I took my
morning coffee and settled by the window
to watch it rain. I did this only to find out
that the sound of the rain hitting the road
while the wind pushes through the leaves
creating a damp spray through the air are
all lost once you get above tree level.
Now don’t get me wrong, living above
tree level has its moments; like when balloons get loose from a graduation party
and drift past the window as they make a
break for freedom. But that comforting
feeling of being out on the porch with a
steaming cup of coffee watching the rain
hit the pathment in the driveway while the
trees sway in the wind is completely lost
when you live so high up you can watch
stray balloons drift in the wind.
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Entertainment
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SUDOKU ANSWERS

We
Want
Your
News!

THEME: TV THEME SONGS

ACROSS
1. ____ʻs razor
6. Credit card-related acronym
9. Goes with rave
13. Garlic mayo
14. “Jack and the Beanstalk” exclamation
15. Echo sounder
16. Beauty shop
17. European Economic Community
18. Falstaffian in body
19. *“Scooby-Dooby-Doo, where are you? We got some
work ____ ____ ____“
21. *“So no one told you life was gonna be ____ ____“
23. Pocket watch chain
24. Uncouth one
25. Place to get a massage
28. Boozer
30. Pie nuts
35. Sharpen
37. Orange powder drink mix
39. Tennis-affected joint
40. Bright thought
41. Reputation-damaging gossip
43. Symphony member
44. Famous Beethoven symphony
46. Microsoft browser
47. “Young Frankenstein” leading actor
48. Dines at home
50. Telephoned
52. Up to present time
53. Neat
55. Diamond stat
57. *“Gee, our old ____ ran great, those were the days”
61. *“Letʼs ride with the family down the street through
the courtesy of Fredʼs ____ ____“
65. Loosen laces
66. Opposite of vend
68. Kind of artery
69. One Beatle
70. Recipe amt.
71. Opposite of atonal
72. *“Where the kisses are hers and ____ and his,
Threeʼs company too”
73. Sigma Alpha Epsilon
74. Rosetta Stone, e.g.

Down
1. Brewerʼs kiln
2. “Ta-ta!” in Italy
3. *“If youʼre out on the road feeling lonely, and so ____“
4. Remote in manner
5. S.S. ____ of “Gilliganʼs Island”
6. Not many (2 words)
7. *“Movinʼ on up to the east side, we finally got a piece of
the ____“
8. Right-hand page
9. Schneider and Reiner
10. Afresh
11. Astronautʼs insignia
12. Three pointer
15. Evening party
20. Sad newspaper notices
22. Goes with skip and a jump
24. Without a trace of moisture (2 words)
25. *“Everybodyʼs got a special kind of story, everybody
finds a way to ____“
26. Podium, pl.
27. Concerning, archaic
29. *“Sometimes you wanna go where everybody knows
your ____“
31. Heidiʼs “Magic Wooden Shoe”
32. The Beatlesʼ “____ Road”
33. Not a soul (2 words)
34. *“Sunny day, sweepinʼ the clouds away on my way to
where the air is ____“
36. “Good ____“ cooking show
38. Lady nÈe Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta
42. Extend subscription
45. Infamous German leader
49. Naught
51. Barley kernels
54. Financial woes
56. Where thereʼs trouble?
57. Verdant
58. Initial stake
59. Hollywood Walk of Fame honor
60. A snob puts them on
61. Use a keyboard
62. Marine eagle
63. Bibliographical abbr.
64. *“Just sit right back and youʼll hear a ____“
67. *“Oh boy itʼs swell to say, Good morning ____!”
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Start building a better future by investing
in the comfort and value of your home.
Don’t delay; purchase or refinance today with a
great rate that will save you money for decades!
We Offer:
Consumer Loans • Small Business Loans • Auto, Boat & RV Loans • Real Estate Mortgages
Checking Accounts • Savings Accounts • Money Market Accounts • CDs & IRAs
Online Banking • Online Bill Pay • Mobile Banking • ATM Available 24 Hrs.

DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929
NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736 • WEST CONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236

www.heritagebankmn.com

