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COUNCIL 
DROPS

MORATORIUM
LIVINGSTON PARISH 

AGREES TO LIFT HALT 
ON CARBON CAPTURE 

DATA-COLLECTING 
WELLS

BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

The Livingston Parish Council is dropping its moratorium 
blocking non-hazardous injection wells after a federal judge 
ruled it was overstepping its authority, signaling another win 
for a company planning to store carbon dioxide emissions 
under Lake Maurepas.

Air Products, a global hydrogen manufacturing company 
headquartered in Pennsylvania, filed a lawsuit in October 
against the Livingston Parish Council for trying to slow 
progress on its upcoming multi-billion-dollar plant in Ascen-
sion Parish.

The company plans to store carbon dioxide emissions 
from the plant about a mile beneath the bottom of Lake 
Maurepas as part of a process known as carbon capture and 
storage, which involves taking CO2 emissions from industri-
al sites and permanently storing them deep underground.

But the hub has encountered fierce resistance from resi-
dents and local officials, who have expressed fears that the 
hub may permanently alter the lake.

To slow the project, the Livingston Parish Council passed 
a 12-month moratorium on the construction and drilling 
of Class V injection wells, which are used to inject non-haz-
ardous fluids either into or above an underground source 
of drinking water, within the parish. The moratorium also 
covered the parish’s waterways and included the “detonation 
of charges for seismic testing, drilling or injecting of liquids.”

Seismic testing and Class V injections wells are necessary 
for companies such as Air Products to obtain data required 
for permits. Livingston Parish council members had argued 
the moratorium was necessary for them to learn more about 
the practice.

But less than two weeks after the moratorium was ap-
proved, Air Products filed a lawsuit against the council in 
federal court, calling the moratorium “invalid and unen-
forceable” and arguing that it is preempted by federal and 
state law. Air Products was already permitted for the testing 
and seismic activity and had spent $75,000 for the work, it 
said in the lawsuit.

In December, Chief Judge Shelly Dick of Louisiana Mid-
dle District Court sided with Air Products and denied Liv-
ingston Parish’s motion to dismiss the lawsuit. In the ruling, 
Dick said the parish must “cease enforcing” the moratorium 
“as it concerns seismic surveys, Class V injection wells, and 
associated activities.”

It was not a surprising outcome: Before the moratorium 
was voted on, the Livingston Parish attorney, Chris Moody, 
had warned council members in a letter that litigation was 
likely if they tried to enforce an ordinance on Lake Maure-
pas, which falls under the state’s jurisdiction.

But the two sides have since worked toward a solution, 
according to the latest filing.

“Presently, the Parties have worked together cooperatively 
and have agreed upon a basis for resolution of all matters 
encompassed in the Verified Amended Complaint, and this 
agreement is embodied in this Joint Motion,” the filing states.

In the filing, the two sides agreed that the moratorium is 
“invalid and unenforceable” and that the Livingston Parish 
government “shall not enforce” it. The two sides also agreed 
that each party will pay for its own fees and costs related to 
the litigation.

This marks the latest chapter in the parish’s ongoing 
debate on carbon capture and storage, which advocates say 
will help with climate change but opponents say is unproven 
and potentially dangerous.

Air Products has said the blue hydrogen clean energy 
complex will enhance the local economy and significantly 
reduce CO2 emissions using “proven technology.” But 
residents and officials have voiced concerns that the projects 
could jeopardize their communities and waterways, and 
many have been angered by the perceived lack of benefit for 
Livingston Parish.

Seismic testing in the lake, which began in December, is 
still underway and slated to run through the spring. It is be-
ing broken into phases, and Air Products said on its website 
that Phase 1 is complete and Phase 2 has begun.

“Following the safe and successful completion of the seis-
mic work in Patch 1, work in Patch 2 has started,” the update 
on Jan. 30 said. “The public may see and hear continued 
activity on Lake Maurepas. Cleanup is being done as work is 
conducted.”

Subsurface seismic survey work is done only during day-
light hours, the company said. The public may see general 
operations in the early mornings and evenings.

The council’s 12-month moratorium on Class VI wells 
— the wells that actually inject CO2 — is still in effect, but 
Air Products has previously stated that its plant wouldn’t be 
operational until 2026. The council approved that moratori-
um in early September.

DAVID GRAY • THE NEWS

Seniors celebrate the holidays during the Livingston Council of Aging’s annual Christmas party on Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022.

STAFF REPORT 

The Livingston Parish News

More than 250 seniors were ad-
opted by local businesses and local 
business representatives through a 
partnership with Livingston Parish 
Chamber of Commerce and the Liv-
ingston Council on Aging to provide 
Christmas presents to Livingston 
Parish seniors.

The Council on Aging provided 
the names from its outreach center 
throughout the parish, including Den-
ham Springs, Livingston, Maurepas 
and Springfield. Seniors in need were 
provided an opportunity to fill out 

a form, indicating what they would 
need. Most of the gift requests were 
simple, inexpensive items.

The Chamber took part in this 
community initiative and helped by 
creating an online sign-up where 
anyone could go to the link and sign 
up to adopt a senior. The first name, 
age, and wish list of each senior was 
included in the online sign up along 
with which site location they were at.

Every senior on the list was 
adopted, and gifts were provided to 
the Council on Aging where they 
were distributed during their annual 
Christmas party.

According to Kay Granger, Council 

on Aging executive director, the 
seniors were ecstatic and stayed longer 
than ever at the Christmas party 
because of the excitement in knowing 
that others cared and were thinking 
of them.

Many of the seniors rely completely 
on the services provided through the 
Council on Aging, and the gifts pro-
vided may be the only ones that they 
received during the holidays.

For more information about the 
Livingston Parish Chamber and com-
munity initiatives, visit the Livingston 
Parish Chamber’s website at living-
stonparishchamber.org or call the 
Chamber at (225) 665-8155.

'TWAS THE SEASON
MORE THAN 250 SENIORS ADOPTED FOR CHRISTMAS

FORMER TOWN OF LIVINGSTON MAYOR TO BE HONORED IN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL’S ANNUAL MEETING

BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

Former Town of Living-
ston Mayor Derral Jones 
will be honored when the 
Livingston Economic De-
velopment Council (LEDC) 
holds its annual meeting on 
Thursday, Feb. 9, at Forrest 
Grove Plantation.

In a press release, LEDC 
officials said Jones is this 
year’s recipient of the Bob 
Easterly Award, which is 
given for contributions to 
economic development in 
the parish.

Jones served 20 years — 
or five terms — as mayor of 

Liv-
ingston 
and had 
previously 
served 
three 
terms on 
the Board 
of Alder-
men. He 
also pre-
sided as 
the town’s 
fire chief 

before voters elected him to 
the board.

Some of Jones’ greatest 
accomplishments in office 
were the building of the 
town’s baseball-softball 

complex, the work on 
Circle Park Drive, the 
building of several miles of 
sidewalks, improvements 
to the fire department, 
initiation of a professional 
city planning project, and 
the overlaying of numerous 
town streets.

Jones was the town’s fire 
chief during the Septem-
ber 1982 train derailment, 
which forced evacuation of 
2,700 residents from their 
homes for nearly two weeks.

Jones also served on var-
ious boards in the parish, 
including the Livingston 
Intergovernmental Com-
mission, Emergency 911 

board, Louisiana Gas Au-
thority, the Bass Pro Board 
the Park and Recreation 
Board, and the Kiwanis 
Club.

A 1959 graduate of Aca-
dia Baptist High School, 
Jones spent a combined 40 
years in the auto part and 
grocery businesses.

A memorial for Jones was 
unveiled during the Town 
of Livingston’s 100-year 
anniversary and Founder’s 
Day celebration in 2018.

Tickets for LEDC’s 
annual meeting can still 
be purchased by emailing 
lisa@ledc.net or calling 
(225) 686-3982.

FILE PHOTO • THE 

NEWS

Dallas “Derral” 
Jones

REGISTRATION DAY SET FOR 
PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS

BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

Livingston Parish Public Schools will hold a district-wide 

Registration Day on March 30 for parents wishing to 
enroll their children in kindergarten or apply for pre-kin-
dergarten classes for the 2023-2024 school year.

However, prior to that day, parents are told to complete 
an online registration form and upload required docu-
ments.

Pre-K Application Instructions
Parents who wish to apply for pre-kindergarten for their 

child in the upcoming school year should visit apply-
tolppsearlychildhood.com to access the application form 
and upload the required documents.

Required documentation must be submitted electroni-
cally during one of three application rounds: Feb. 1 - May 
1; May 16 - June 15; or June 20 and beyond.

Parents of Pre-K applicants must upload copies of a cer-
tified birth certificate, Social Security card, immunization 
record, parent/guardian ID, proof of residency (utility bills) 
and proof of income for every adult in the household.

A child must have turned 4 years old on or before Sept. 
30, 2023, to be eligible for Pre-K. Final eligibility is based 
on the child’s age and gross household income. Seats will 
be filled by placing all eligible applications in a lottery after 
each application round.

Parents who need assistance with their application can 
visit their child’s home-based school on March 30 between 
the hours of 12:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. Hours for Albany Lower 
Elementary are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Parents needing assistance in determining their child’s 

home-based school can contact the school board office at 
225-686-7044 or visit www.lpsb.org and click the “Bus 
Schedules” link.

For more information regarding Pre-K, parents can visit 
lppsearlychildhood.com.

Kindergarten Registration Instructions
Parents of children who will enter kindergarten in the 

upcoming school year and who are not currently enrolled 
in a Pre-K class in Livingston Parish Public Schools should 
go to www.lpsb.org and click the “Parent Resources” tab to 
access the registration form and online portal for uploading 
documents. That portal opens on March 6.

The documents required to be electronically submitted 
include a certified birth certificate, Social Security card, 
immunization records, parent/guardian ID, and proof of 
residency (utility bills).

REGISTRATION 
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SUBMITTED 

The Campaign for Kellie 

Alford

Kellie Alford announced 
on January 24, 2023, that 
she will be running for 
State Representative in the 
64th District.

A registered Republi-
can, Alford is a successful, 
small business owner of 
Alford’s Landscaping. She 
is also a partner in Legacies 
Management of Louisiana, 
which has grown exponen-
tially since it began in 2022.

"This is a God timed 
moment in my life, to be a 
new voice that echoes the 
successes of the past and 
speaks to a greater future," 
Alford said.

As she reflected on what 
has brought her to this 
decision, Alford said she 
could see how all that she 
has done has led her to this 
point and has prepared her 
to serve District 64.

Alford remarked on how 
she could see that elected 

officials have lost touch 
with, "We the People." She 
believes that we deserve 
elected officials who listen 
to their constituency and 
continue to lay the ground-
work for an even more 
successful District 64.

She understands that we 
need representatives who 
will look to better Louisi-
ana for the next generation 
and generations to come.

Alford said that as she 
worked to restore freedoms 
during the COVID-19 
lockdowns, she was 
inspired to continue to 
serve. She believes in the 

empowerment of parents to 
make their own decisions 
on the health care of their 
children. She also believes 
in school choice and that 
parents have the right to 
choose what kind of educa-
tion their children receive.

As she reflected on the 
devastating consequences 
of inflation and a poor 
energy policy, she said, "As 
I strategize about my own 
business, I have seen the 
rising costs of fuel, insur-
ance and materials take a 
large toll on all of our small 
businesses.

"As a representative for 
District 64, I will work to 
make sure our insurance 
rates are competitive, 
encourage a better energy 
policy that benefits Louisi-
ana and our rich history in 
the energy sector."

Alford also plans to 
continue the work on the 
Comite River Diversion 
Canal Project.

Alford said that she has 
begun to hear the concerns 

of the voters of this district.
"The voters are reach-

ing out and asking for an 
infrastructure strategy that 
gets our rivers, roads and 
bridges in proper order, 
so as to lessen the risk of 
flooding," she said.

Alford said she under-
stands that there is still a lot 
of work to be done and she 

is ready to get to work.
"We Love our commu-

nity, and we love where we 
live," Alford said. "I am a 
business owner, a mother 
and grandmother. I want 
our state, our parish, and 
our district to thrive. I will 
represent the people of 
District 64 with the same 
determination and tenacity 

that I have used to be a 
successful business owner. I 
will work hard for all of the 
people in District 64."

For more information, 
visit www.votekelliealford.
com.

(This article was sub-
mitted by the campaign 

for Kellie Alford.)
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A child must have turned 
5 years old on or before 
Sept. 30, 2023, to be eligi-
ble to register for kinder-
garten.

Parents will be able to 
visit their child’s home-
based school on March 30 

between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. Those par-
ents visiting Albany Lower 
Elementary can visit from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Parents needing assis-
tance in determining their 
child’s home-based school 
can contact the school 
board office at 225-686-

7044 or visit www.lpsb.org 
and click the “Bus Sched-
ules” link.

Students who currently 
attend Pre-K and kinder-
garten in Livingston Parish 
Public Schools will not 
attend classes on March 30 
to allow school educators to 
assist parents.

CURRENT PRE-K, KINDERGARENT STUDENTS WILL 
NOT HAVE SCHOOL MARCH 30 DUE TO REGISTRATION
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'AN INDELIBLE MARK ON SOUTHEASTERN'
SOUTHEASTERN PRESIDENT CRAIN TO RETIRE

BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

Dr. John Crain, who 
has served as president of 
Southeastern Louisiana 
University, his alma mater, 
for more than 15 years, 
will retire at the end of the 
current academic year, he 
recently announced in a 
news release.

Crain, who has spent 
more than 35 years in 
higher education, said he is 
looking forward to the next 
phase of his life, which in-
cludes spending more time 
with family and pursuing 
other interests.

The university an-
ticipates naming a new 
president when Crain’s 
retirement goes into effect, 
according to the news 
release.

“At the time of my 
appointment in February 
of 2009, I told the Board of 
Supervisors I was humbled 
by their decision to grant 
me the extraordinary 

privilege of leading my 
alma mater. I am grateful 
for the opportunity and 
have enjoyed working with 
the students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and community 
members,” Crain said.

“While I will miss all the 
wonderful people I have 
worked with, I am looking 
forward to the next phase 
of my life and having more 
time to spend on other 
interests and with friends 
and family.”

A native of Franklinton, 
La., and valedictorian of 
the Franklinton High Class 
of 1978, Crain earned an 
accounting degree from 
Southeastern in 1981, 
followed by a master of 
business administration 
degree in 1984. He also 
attained Certified Public 
Accountant status in 1983 
and earned his doctoral de-
gree in accountancy from 
the University of Mississip-
pi in 1988.

Crain previously served 
as Southeastern’s Provost 

and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs for seven 
years. He also served as the 
head of the Department of 
Accounting, chair of the 
Council of Department 

Heads, president of the 
Faculty Senate, director of 
the Small Business De-
velopment Center, and 13 
years as a full-time member 
of the accounting faculty.

In 1992, Crain received 
Southeastern's highest fac-
ulty award, the President's 
Award for Excellence in 
Research.

Crain was named the 
14th president of Southeast-
ern in February 2009. Prior 
to that, he had served as 
interim president.

Crain navigated the 
university through multiple 
obstacles, including state 
budget reductions, the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 
multiple hurricanes, includ-
ing Hurricane Ida, which 
caused significant damage 
to the Hammond campus 
and surrounding region.

During Crain’s tenure, 
Southeastern’s campus 
has seen major facility 
improvements, including 
the completion of a new 
student union, new campus 
student residential facilities, 
and new and renovated ac-
ademic buildings. Multiple 
new academic programs 
were launched along with 
new academic support and 

campus life initiatives.
The university’s athlet-

ics program has also seen 
successes, as well as strong 
academic achievement 
by student-athletes. In 
addition, the Southeastern 
Foundation has grown, as 
private fundraising took on 
a greater sense of urgency 
during the period of state 
funding challenges.

“Dr. Crain leaves an in-
delible mark on Southeast-
ern. His remarkable tenure 
is defined by his visionary 
leadership and impeccable 
character,” said UL System 
President and CEO Jim 
Henderson in a statement.

“The process for select-
ing the next president will 
commence soon, engaging 
stakeholders from through-
out the university commu-
nity and beyond. For today, 
the focus is giving thanks 
to President Crain for his 
decades of service to his 
institution and congratulat-
ing him on a [well-earned 
retirement].”

DAVID GRAY • THE NEWS

Southeastern Louisiana University honors graduates inside 
the University Center in Hammond on Saturday, Dec. 10, 
2022. Pictured here is Dr. John Crain.

RYAN CHAVERS ANNOUNCES BID FOR DISTRICT 2 SEAT ON LIVINGSTON PARISH COUNCIL

SUBMITTED 

The Campaign for Ryan 

Chavers

I, Ryan Chavers, would 
like to formally announce 
my run as Livingston Par-
ish Councilman for District 
2. I have resided in this 
community and district all 
31 years of my life. Helping 
in the community and help-
ing the people of District 2 
has been my greatest honor.

I’d like to take it a step 
further and represent you 

all as your councilman. My 
family has a history of ser-
vice in this parish and state. 
My great-grandfather, 
Rudolph Easterly, served 
as the sheriff of Livingston 
Parish from 1932-1940. 
He later served as a state 
senator from 1948-1952, 
representing Livingston 
Parish.

I will represent the 
people of District 2 with 
transparency, integrity and 
passion. I am a registered 
Republican and stay true 

to my conservative values. 
I place God first before 

anything.
There are some changes 

that are needed within our 
district, and I hope you will 
allow me to be that change. 
Issues that I plan to address 
first are litter, drainage and 
infrastructure. With the 
recent growth all over our 
district, we need answers 
and resolutions on how we 
are going to accommodate 
this growth.

I love my district and the 
people that reside in it. I 
only want what’s best for us 

all. I hope to have every-
one’s support as I embark 
on this journey.

Election Day is Oct. 14, 
2023. Let me represent you 
as your councilman.

My website is currently 
being built and will be up 
soon. There, you will be 
able to make donations 
towards my campaign as 
well as read more about me 
and my plans for District 2. 
I will also have a Facebook 
page coming soon.

I will be a part of the 

Denham Springs Mardi 
Gras Parade this year on 
Saturday, Feb. 11, at 3 p.m. 
Come out and support.

If you have any ques-
tions, you may call, text, 
or email me. I’m available 
24/7.

My number is (225) 347-
1704. My email is support@
chaversfordistrict2council.
com.

(This article was sub-
mitted by the campaign 

for Ryan Chavers.)

KELLIE ALFORD ANNOUNCES RUN FOR HOUSE DISTRICT 64
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DRIVE SOBER
OR NO 'LAISSEZ LES BON TEMP ROULER'

BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

The City of Denham 
Springs Police Department 
received a Special Waves 
Grant from the Louisiana 
Highway Safety Commis-
sion to participate in the 
"Drive Sober Get Pulled 
Over" campaign.

The campaign will run 
Feb. 10-21.

"Drunk driving crashes 
are no accident — they are 
100 percent preventable," 
officials said. "They all con-

nect back to human choices 
and errors. With the help 
of our safety partners, we’re 
looking at a step forward to 
create a world where there 
is no more drunk driving."

Driving after drinking is 
deadly, yet it continues to 
happen across the U.S. If 
you drive while impaired, 
you could get arrested or be 
involved in a traffic crash 
that causes serious injury or 
death.

Approximately one-third 
of all traffic crash fatalities 
in the U.S. involve drunk 

drivers (those with blood 
alcohol concentrations 
[BACs] of .08 of higher). 
In 2014, there were 9,967 
people killed in these pre-
ventable crashes.

On average, more than 
10,000 people have died 
each year (2010 to 2014) in 
drunk-driving crashes.

In every state, it’s illegal 
to drive with a BAC of .08 
or higher, yet one person is 
killed in a drunk-driving 
crash every 51 minutes in 
the U.S.

"The City of Denham 

Springs is proud to be able 
to serve and protect our 

citizens and visitors by 
participating in this special 

wave," officials said.

FORMER DENHAM SPRINGS POLICE OFFICER 
PLEADS GUILTY TO HAVING SEX WITH 

JUVENILE, COURT RECORDS SHOW
BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

A former Denham 
Springs police officer 
admitted to having a sexual 
relationship with a juvenile 
— including having sex on 
one occasion in a “fully 
marked” police unit — and 
was sentenced to three 
years of probation, accord-
ing to the district attorney's 
office.

Joseph Reid Copeland, 
30, pled guilty to carnal 
knowledge of a juvenile and 
malfeasance in office in 
21st Judicial District Court 
on Monday for crimes that 
occurred Aug. 19-20, 2022, 
court records show.

Judge Brenda Ricks 
sentenced Copeland to 
five years in prison, which 
was suspended, and three 
years of probation for the 
carnal knowledge charge. 
Ricks also handed down 
a 10-year prison sentence, 
also suspended, with three 
years of probation for the 
malfeasance charge.

The probation sentences 
will be served concurrently, 
and Copeland will have to 
register as a sex offender 
for 15 years and pay court 
fines, according to District 
Attorney Scott Perrilloux.

"Evidence obtained from 
search warrants, witness 
cooperation and interstate 
law enforcement coopera-
tion helped secure Cope-
land’s plea and sentencing," 
read a statement from the 
district attorney's office.

Copeland’s crimes 
came to light last August, 
after a mandated reporter 
informed the Livingston 
Parish Sheriff’s Office that 
Copeland “had engaged 
in sexual intercourse with 

a juvenile,” 
Perrilloux 
said. The 
reporter 
said she 
learned of 
Copeland’s 
actions from 
someone 

the victim 
confided in.

At the time 
of the offenses, Copeland 
was an officer in the Den-
ham Springs Police Depart-
ment. He resigned “short-
ly” after the crimes were 
revealed, Chief Rodney 
Walker said at the time.

After informing the 
mandated reporter of the 
relationship between Co-
peland and the victim, the 
source recorded a conver-
sation between herself and 
the victim that was later 
forwarded to the Denham 
Springs Police Department, 
officials said.

The sheriff’s office then 
reached out to the victim’s 
guardian to ask if they were 
aware of anything between 
the victim and Copeland. 
Though they didn’t have 
all of the information, the 
guardians “were aware that 
something had occurred 
between the two,” Perril-
loux said.

Authorities interviewed 
the victim on Aug. 26, and 
the victim said they met 
Copeland about a year and 
a half prior. The victim 
told detectives “they met 
Copeland in a parking lot 
and had sexual intercourse 
with him in the backseat 
of his fully marked, issued 
police vehicle” on Aug. 19, 
Perrilloux said.

Copeland and the 
victim communicated via 
Snapchat and Instagram, 

though the communication 
wasn’t entirely sexual in 
nature, officials said. In one 
instance, the victim sent 
Copeland a picture of their 
driver’s license so the officer 
would help with a ticket.

Through body camera 
footage, data from the 
police unit and Copeland’s 
work log, authorities were 
able to secure an arrest 
warrant for Copeland, who 
fled the state after resigning 
from the police depart-
ment.

Four days after publicly 
announcing warrants for 
Copeland’s arrest, author-
ities tracked him down 
in Irving, Texas, some 
450 miles from Denham 
Springs. At the time, Liv-
ingston Parish Sheriff Jason 
Ard said Louisiana State 
Police Fugitive Task Force 
and Irving Police Depart-
ment Fugitive Unit assisted 
in the arrest.

In the most recent state-
ment, Perrilloux said Co-
peland was caught with a 
fake U.S. Deputy Marshal 
badge, a Glock 22, 16 .40 
caliber bullets, a waistband 
holster and a knife in his 
possession. Copeland was 
brought back to Louisiana 
on Sept. 7, 2022, nearly 
two weeks after news of his 
crimes broke.

A veteran of the U.S. 
Marine Corps, Copeland 
joined the Denham Springs 
Police Department in 2019, 
according to an earlier 
report by The News. Last 
year, he was recognized for 
his work in the community 
by the Denham Springs 
City Council, Denham 
Springs Kiwanis Club, U.S. 
Sen. John Kennedy, and 
Louisiana Attorney Gener-
al Jeff Landry.

Joseph R. 

Copeland



T
he Pelican State has 
tremendous opportu-
nity and potential.

It’s got a diverse 
culture, renowned 

festivals, terrific people, and, of 
course, delicious food. Yet the 
burdensome and complicated tax 
code continues to hold it back 
from becoming what should be an 
economic powerhouse.

The big first step to propel the 
state forward should be flat-
tening state income taxes, until 
ultimately eliminating them. It’s 
no coincidence that Florida and 
Texas – which have no personal 
income taxes – had the highest 
net in-migration among the states 
last year, while Louisiana was 
among the bottom 10 states with 
the largest net out-migration.

Taxing people’s income means 
taxing their success and desire to 
work.

People want to be where they 
can keep more of their hard-
earned paychecks. The exodus of 
people from Louisiana contrib-
utes to what appears to be a low 
unemployment rate of 3.5%, but it 
would be much higher without a 
shrinking labor force.

Reforming taxes by first 
flattening them down to one 
bracket (Louisiana currently has 
three:1.85%, 3.5%, and 4.25%), 
with one rate until eliminating 
them, helps to put more money 
back in taxpayers’ pockets. But 
it also helps decentralize pow-
er from the state to the people, 
where it should be.

This is a big deal for Louisiana 

as it would improve the state’s tax 
structure that is currently burden-
ing individuals to fund excessive 
spending, thereby reducing their 
opportunities to flourish.

What’s worse, often, the money 
taken in income tax isn’t always 
spent on meeting needs and ad-
dressing true priorities.

Every year, these dollars get 
spent on things like splash pads, 
sports arenas, playgrounds, mu-
seums, visitor centers, and special 
local projects and programs 
that don’t go through any sort of 
vetting process. And the state’s 

potential deficit and unfunded 
liabilities continue to climb, build-
ing a financial burden of more 
than $22.3 billion for coming 
generations to pay and weakening 
economic growth over time.

If only Louisiana had amazing 
results to show for its egregious 
spending, but it doesn’t.

The latest Census report noted 
that Louisiana has the country’s 
highest poverty rate at 17.2%, 
and Measure of America finds 
that it has the 4th highest rate of 
16-24-year-olds who are neither 
in college nor employed. These 

aren’t good signs for future pros-
perity.

Making matters worse, half of 
elementary-aged public school 
students in Louisiana are unable 
to read on grade level. The state 
ranks low in student achievement 
relative to other states, as mea-
sured by the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP), 
despite spending more per student 
than many states. And EdWeek’s 
Quality Counts Report Card gave 
Louisiana a D+ ranking for K-12 
achievement.

Something has to give, and it 

shouldn’t be families and entre-
preneurs.

Flattening income taxes could 
not only help revitalize Louisi-
ana’s economy but also help peo-
ple flourish. The benefits of such 
reforms can be seen in places like 
Texas and Florida, where people 
and businesses keep moving.

If Louisiana joins the state flat 
tax revolution, it would see a 
substantial influx of businesses 
and young people coming to take 
advantage.

The role of any state govern-
ment should be to preserve liberty 
and limit its influence. Its role is 
not to rob its citizens via taxes 
to pay for excessive government 
spending and increase debt to an 
insurmountable burden.

The best step forward for Loui-
siana’s growth and to embrace its 
bright potential is passing respon-
sible budgets, flattening income 
taxes, and eventually getting rid 
of them for good.

Vance Ginn, Ph.D., is chief 
economist at Pelican Institute 

for Public Policy. He previously 
served as the associate director 

for economic policy of the White 
House's Office of Management 
and Budget, 2019-20. Join the 
thousands who follow him on 

Twitter @VanceGinn.

W
hen 
millions 
of patients 
see a 
doctor 

every year, they expect 
access to the highest-quality 
treatments and diagnostic 
devices. The U.S. gener-
ally provides access to the 
cutting-edge of medicine, 
but the same cannot be said 
for other developed nations 
that institute price controls.

As The New York Times 
recently recounted, thera-
peutics producer Bluebird 
Bio had to withdraw from 
European healthcare 
systems when government 
insurers refused to cover 
their landmark gene thera-
pies for beta thalassemia (an 
inherited blood disorder) 
and cerebral adrenoleuko-
dystrophy (a fatal neurologi-
cal disease).

European regulators 
believe that by instituting 
price controls they are 
saving their health-care sys-
tems money. The opposite 
is true. Gene therapies may 
cost millions of dollars up 
front but save money in the 
long haul by curing diseases 
and ending the need for 
costly, life-long treatments. 
For the sake of patients and 
taxpayers, the U.S. should 
green-light life-saving gene 

therapies and avoid price 
controls or other innovation 
killing policies.

For all their faults, private 
and taxpayer-funded insur-
ers such as Medicaid and 
Medicare have done a com-
mendable job ensuring that 
patients have access to gene 
therapies. These payers 
recognize that gene thera-
pies such as Zolgensma (for 
spinal muscular atrophy 
(SMA)) and Luxturna (for 
Inherited Retinal Disease) 
can beat back rare and 
devastating diseases at a 

fraction of the time and cost 
of traditional medications. 
According to SMA sufferer 
Nathan Yates, “The first 
two years of treatment with 
Spinraza cost around 50% 
of one Zolgensma infusion, 
but Spinraza treatments 
must continue for life at a 
cost of $375,000 each year. 
The four initial loading 
doses of Spinraza in the 
first year of treatment total 
$750,000. Over a 10-year 
period, the cost-effective-
ness of Zolgensma is clear.”

There was never much 

of a question that state 
Medicaid programs would 
reimburse for Zolgensma. 
Different states have differ-
ent policies for obtaining 
the gene therapy, with 
some requiring specialist or 
subspecialist approval and 
others requiring the patient 
to be on a ventilator. But, 
the common understanding 
in the U.S. is that funding 
innovative therapies up-
front can result in substan-
tial savings down the road. 
Medicare, the government 
insurer for senior citizens, 

has embraced a similar 
mentality. The Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
Services have been more 
than willing to provid-
ereimbursement boosts to 
high-cost cancer therapies 
such as chimeric antigen 
receptor (CAR) T-cell treat-
ments, with the understand-
ing that these therapies can 
lead to less chemotherapy 
and surgery utilization and 
lower long-term costs for 
taxpayers.

The same cannot be said 
for many European coun-
tries. After years of negotia-
tion with European nations 
over Zolgensma, the drug’s 
manufacturer Novartis 
reported in late 2021 that it 
had only secured access for 
half the spinal muscular at-
rophy patient population in 
Europe. Across much of the 
continent, CAR-T adoption 
remains disappointingly 
slow and coverage policies 
are uneven. For countries 
such as Germany, Italy, and 

Spain, reimbursements are 
tied to outcomes such as six-
month survival. The issue 
with this approach, though, 
is that it misunderstands 
the benefits associated 
with novel cancer-fighting 
therapies. Unlike other gene 
therapies, CAR-T treat-
ments are far from a silver 
bullet against malignant 
tumors. Rather, they offer 
patients a bolstered chance 
of survival for a previous-
ly fatal condition. Tying 
funding to each individual 
outcome makes survival 
an expected outcome, and 
in the process, makes it 
difficult for sponsors to 
bring incrementally better 
therapies to market. This 
means more misery for the 
four million Europeans 
diagnosed with cancer each 
year, and increased reliance 
on relatively ineffective 
therapies such as chemo.

The U.S. would be wise 
to pursue funding for inno-
vative treatments and avoid 
price controls. Millions of 
lives depend on a responsive 
system that puts patients 
and taxpayers, not govern-
ment bureaucrats, first.

David Williams is the 
president of the Taxpayers 

Protection Alliance.
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BY JENNIFER BARRETT 

Edward Jones 

Have you recently retired 
but are now thinking of 
going back to work? If so, 
you aren’t alone, as many 
people are choosing to 
“unretire.” But if you do 
reenter the workforce in 
some capacity, what oppor-
tunities might be available 
to you? And how will your 
renewed employment affect 
your financial outlook?

For starters, though, 
what reasons might mo-
tivate you to go back to 
work? For many people, the 
primary cause has been in-
flation, which has presented 
a huge challenge to retirees 
living on a fixed income. In 
addition, the volatile finan-
cial market of 2022 caused 
many people’s investment 
portfolios to decline in 
value — a real problem 
for retirees who needed to 
start selling investments to 
supplement their income.

But non-financial factors 
could also be driving you 
to unretire. Like other 
retirees, you may miss the 
chance to use your work 
experience to engage with 
the world, and you may 
miss the social interactions 
as well.

In any case, if you do 
decide to rejoin the working 
world in some fashion, you 
may have several options. 
For example, if you enjoyed 

the work you did for your 
former employer, you might 
want to see if you could go 
back on a part-time basis. 
Or you could use your skills 
to join the “gig” economy 
by doing some consult-
ing or freelance work in 
your former industry. You 
might also consider going 
to work for a nonprofit 
organization, as many of 
these groups lost employ-
ees during the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and are now facing labor 
shortages.

Going back to work, even 
part time, can improve 
your cash flow, which helps 

cover the cost of regular 
expenses. Furthermore, the 
added income can possibly 
help you delay or reduce 
withdrawals from your in-
vestment accounts. And it’s 
important to increase the 
longevity of these accounts 
considering you may spend 
two, or even three, decades 
in retirement. (Once you 
turn 72, however, you will 
have to start withdrawing 
certain amounts from your 
401(k) and traditional IRA.) 
But your earnings can af-
fect another source of your 
retirement income — your 
Social Security benefits.

If you return to work be-

fore your “full” retirement 
age, which is likely between 
66 and 67, the Social Secu-
rity earnings limit in 2023 
is $21,240. For each $2 
earned over that amount, 
Social Security will deduct 
$1 from benefits. If you 
reach your full retirement 
age in 2023, the earnings 
limit is $56,520; Social 
Security will deduct $1 
from your benefits for each 
$3 earned over this amount 
until the month you turn 
your full retirement age. 
But in all future years after 
you’ve reached your full 
retirement age, you can 
earn as much as you want 

without losing any benefits. 
Social Security will then 
recalculate your payments 
to give you credit for the 
months your benefits were 
reduced or withheld due to 
your excess earnings. Be 
aware, though, that your 
earned income can poten-
tially result in higher taxes 
on your Social Security 
benefits at any age.

Returning to work 
can be rewarding, both 
financially and emotional-
ly. And you may get more 
out of the experience when 
you’re aware of the issues 
involved.

Jennifer Barrett 
(AAMS) is a local Ed-
ward Jones Financial 

Advisor.

225-612-0413 | jen-
nifer.barrett@edward-

jones.com

Edward Jones. Mem-
ber SIPC. 

Edward Jones, its 
employees and financial 
advisors are not estate 
planners and cannot 

provide tax or legal ad-
vice. You should consult 

your estate-planning 
attorney or qualified tax 
advisor regarding your 

situation.

This article was 
written by Edward Jones 

for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial 

Advisor.
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By ROB DeARMOND 
The Livingston Parish News

WATSON – It took a little bit of time to get there, but 
once Walker found momentum against Live Oak, it didn’t 
let up.

The Wildcats snapped a tie in the first quarter with a 
run that set the tone for the remainder of the game in a 
67-42 win over the Eagles to open District 5-5A play Friday 
at C.B. Wheat Gymnasium.

Walker coach Anthony Schiro is hopeful the win sets the 
tone for the remainder of the Wildcats’ season.

“That’s where we’re at in the season,” Schiro said after 
his team moved to 23-5 and 1-0. “It’s district time. Four 

games left now. You win the next four, you’re going to be a 
district champion. That’s our incentive. That’s our motiva-
tion. You come in here and get a nice victory on the open-
ing night of district, that’s all you can ask for.”

Live Oak dropped to 9-14 overall and 0-1 in district.
“I told our guys if we could stay close and defend well 

enough to stay within striking distance, we can have a 
chance, but man, (those guys) came out, made a run, got 
a couple turnovers, got a couple fast breaks, scored some 
layups, put the game up by nine or 11 points, and then 
they just kind of built on that from the second half on up,” 
Eagles coach Tiras Magee said. “That was pretty much it 
after that.”

The game was tied at 4-4 before Warren Young Jr.’s bas-

ket keyed a run that put the Wildcats ahead 16-5 at the end 
of the first quarter.

Ja’Cory Thomas was the catalyst, scoring three straight 
baskets after Young’s, with a steal and layup making the 
score 14-4.

“We always want to keep the pace up and beat them in 
transition,” said Thomas, who led the Wildcats with 16 
points as nine players scored. “We always like to put pres-
sure on them, get in the press. We get a lot of steals in the 
press, and that’s what helps us win games.”

Live Oak’s Nate Casher hit a free throw with 12.1 sec-

By ROB DeARMOND 
The Livingston Parish News

THE DENHAM SPRINGS High boys 
soccer team used quite a different formula 
to win its Division I playoff opener.

Eight different players scored, helping 
the No. 7-seeded Yellow Jackets to an 8-0 
mercy rule win over No. 26 Hammond on 
Friday at the new Yellow Jacket Stadium.

“Overall, I was happy with how we 
played, but it wasn’t perfect,” DSHS coach 
Miller Hilliard said. “We finished a ton and 
we created really good chances. We moved 
the ball well. There were a couple of sloppy 

things that we’re going to clean up, but for 
the most part, I thought we played really 
well. Part of what’s exciting about that is 
that’s our first mercy rule of the season. We 
knew this year we weren’t going to score 
quite as much but were going to be really 
good defensively. It seems like we’re playing 
our best football at the right time of the 
year. Everything’s really starting to come 
together, and that’s a very positive outlook 
for us when we need it the most.”

The Yellow Jackets will host No. 10 
Baton Rouge High, a 6-1 winner over No. 
23 Pineville, in the regional round.

Hilliard gave the Tors credit for their 

effort early in the match.
“Hammond came out full swinging and 

played really well, played really intense, 
pressed the heck out of us for the first five-
10 minutes or so,” Hilliard said. “We kind 
of expected that. We knew they were going 
to fight hard, so they came out and really 
took it at us.”

Jorden Moore scored off a corner kick 
roughly 15 minutes into the match for a 
1-0 lead, which quickly expanded to a 4-0 
advantage by halftime.

Hilliard said the match was called early 
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By ROB DeARMOND 
The Livingston Parish News

ALBANY – Given the recent history 
between the Albany and Amite girls basket-
ball teams, maybe we should have seen the 
one coming.

Albany’s Brilee Ford hit a pair of free 
throws with five seconds left to ice a 62-59 
win over Amite in District 7-3A action 
between two of the top teams in the power 
ratings in their respective divisions Tuesday 
at Albany.

It was a playoff primer for both teams 
with the postseason just a few weeks away.

“We knew we were going to have a big 
crowd, and I told them it’s not very often 
you get this type of atmosphere in a district 
game or regular-season game,” Albany 
coach Stacy Darouse said after the Lady 
Hornets, No. 1 in the Division II non-select 
power ratings by geauxpreps.com, moved 
to 25-2 and 4-1 in district play after a one-
point loss to Amite on the road earlier this 
season. “This is going to prepare us for 
down the road. What a great atmosphere 
and two teams just playing it all on the line, 
and we just came out on top tonight.”

Albany led 60-53 late in the game, but 
Amite, No. 1 in the Division III non-select 
power rankings, had a stretch in which 
it went 0-for-6 from the line. In return, 
Albany went 0-for-4, missing the front end 
of a pair of one-and-ones and two free 
throws, the last of which came with 33 sec-
onds left in the game.

From there, Amite’s Miracle Irving, who 
finished with 22 points, hit a 3-pointer and 
Kayla Toefield connected on another after 

getting a steal on an in-bounds pass, cutting 
the lead to 60-59. Toefield finished with 15 
points on five threes as Amite hit nine as a 
team.

“We had a seven-point lead, 
and I felt like we really needed 
one more bucket,” Darouse 
said. “The way Amite can 
shoot three, and they had 
been bombing them, I just 
didn’t feel like seven was enough. 
I felt like we needed that bucket to go to 
nine (points ahead), but once it got inside 
two minutes, it took them a long time to 
gather themselves and start fouling, so we 
were able to take a lot of time off of the 
clock, so it turned out to be a good 
thing. Had we made some of our free 
throws, none of that that happened 
at the end would have happened. The lead 
would have been extended.”

Ford was fouled with five seconds and 
made both free throws for the final margin 
as the Lady Warriors were unable to get off 
a shot after Albany got a turnover.

“(It was) just taking a deep breath, just 
trusting all the years and the early-morning 
shooting that it will go in,” Ford said of 
her approach at the line at that point. “Just 
take a deep breath and don’t make the situ-
ation bigger than it is.”

Albany led 48-44 going into the fourth 
quarter, and Bella Matherne’s inside basket 
stretched the advantage to 50-44.

A 3-pointer by Amite’s Hai’ley Brumfield 
tied the score at 50-50. A putback by 
Aubrey Hoyt put Albany ahead 52-50 
before a basket by Alasia Williams tied the 

score at 52-52.
The Lady Hornets picked up 

momentum on an unusual sequence as 
Ford sank a 3-pointer, and Matherne 
was fouled in front of her, hitting the 

floor in the process.
“I was just focusing on my form at that 

moment,” Ford said of the shot after fin-
ishing with 11 points among eight Albany 
players who scored. “We knew the play. 
I knew what Bella was going to do, so 

either way, if one of them fell down, I knew 
I was going to finish my shot and whatever 
happened, happened.”

After a brief delay to sort things out, 
Ford’s 3-pointer counted, and Matherne 
hit a free throw with 5:05 to play, putting 
Albany ahead 56-52.

“I’m usually in that spot going to screen 
right there, and I know that if I move, I’m 
going to get the foul called on me, so all 
I said was ‘Do not move, and if she runs 
me over, oh well, I’ve got to take the sac-
rifice,’” said Matherne, who finished with 
12 points, with six in the fourth quarter. 
“When they called the foul, I really didn’t 
know what was going to happen. I didn’t 
know if she fouled (Ford) because I couldn’t 
see, so I was just praying that she made the 
shot and that we got it.”

After Amite hit a free throw, Matherne 
scored on two straight baskets, putting the 
Lady Hornets up 60-53, paving the way for 
the game’s final stretch.

“Sometimes we go through little runs 
where we can’t get scoring,” Matherne said. 
“I knew we needed baskets. I saw the open 
lane, so I go. If I miss, I miss, oh well. Go 
get another one.”

Amite led 33-31 at halftime and stretched 
the advantage to 37-31 early in the third 
quarter before Albany chipped away with 
Ava Shields and Ford hitting 3-pointers 
before Matherne’s steal and layup put 
Albany ahead 40-39.

From there, the game featured one tie 
and three lead changes. Jameisha Williams, 
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FIRST-QUARTER RUN KEYS WALKER WIN OVER LIVE OAK IN DISTRICT OPENER

EIGHT PLAYERS 
SCORE FOR 

DENHAM SPRINGS 
IN 8-0 PLAYOFF WIN 

OVER HAMMOND

PLAYOFF 

PRIMER

ALBANY EDGES AMITE IN KEY DISTRICT GAME

RENEE GLASCOCK | THE NEWS

Albany’s Bella Matherne 
(20) battles for possession of 
the ball with Amite’s Briana 

Tillman as Albany’s Ava 
Shields looks on during last 

Tuesday’s game.

PLAYOFF PRIMER 

PAGE 12

RENEE GLASCOCK | THE NEWS

Albany’s Brilee Ford (10) at the free-throw line 
late against Amite.



By ROB DeARMOND 

The Livingston Parish News

Girls wrestling isn’t 
sanctioned by the Louisi-
ana High School Athletic 
Association at this point, 
but Walker’s Toni Jarreau 
did her part to help get it 
there.

Jarreau won the 
145-pound weight class 
at the JV Select State 
Championships at Baton 
Rouge High on Saturday, 
with Walker coach Chris 
Godso noting JV Select 
tournaments were held 
this year with strictly 
female competitors.

“The feeling is very 
exciting,” Jarreau said. 
“It’s the first-ever girls 
state championship in 
Louisiana, and I’m the 
only girl at Walker, so it’s 
also setting a legacy for 
future female wrestlers at 
Walker High and overall 
in Louisiana, so it’s a 
pretty good feeling.”

“I’m hoping that this 
weekend proved that girls 
want to wrestle, they can 
wrestle and they’re good 
at it – just as much as 
guys are – and we should 

also have as state (meet),” 
Jarreau continued.

Jarreau defeated Kait-
lyn Howell of Brusly by 
fall in 15 seconds to win 
the championship.

“What was going 
through my mind was 
‘I’ve got to handle my 
business …,’” Jarreau said 
of her approach heading 
into the final.

She had a bye in the 
first round then defeated 
Baylee Rogers of East 
Ascension by fall in 14 
seconds and Raegan 
Garnier of Dutchtown by 
fall in 27 seconds.

“I’m strategizing as I’m 
doing some stretches and 
warm-ups before I go on 
to the mat about how I’m 
going to take down, pin, 
get my points,” Jarreau 
said. “It’s just going on to 
the mat with a mindset 
of ‘Don’t stop wrestling’, 
and being confident in 
what moves you’re going 
to work.”

In the championship 
bracket, Jarreau picked 
up a win Live Oak’s Ava 
Payne in 35 seconds to 
advance to the final.

“I was very excited, but 

also, I got pretty nervous 
because I had never 
wrestled the Brusly girl 
before, but at the same 
time, I was confident in 
my capabilities and what 
I could do, so I went into 
the (final) match with 
that mindset instead of 
the nervous one,” Jarreau 
said of getting the win.

She said a fairly 
straightforward approach 
helped guide her during 
the season.

“Never stop wrestling,” 
she said. “Commit to 
your moves. You have to 
put in the work in prac-
tice, after practice, or else 
you won’t get the wins 
and the pins.”

Godso said it’s fitting 
Jarreau captured the 
school’s first state cham-
pionship.

“She started with me 
her freshman year, and 
she’s a junior now,” he 
said. “She’s one of our 
team captains, and she 
comes in every day and 
just pushes herself and 
pushes everybody else. 
For our team captain 
to be a girl, I think that 
speaks volumes as to 

where we’re going in the 
state as far as adding a 
girls division.”

Godso said there 
was over a 129 percent 
increase in girls wrestlers 
registered through hydra-
tion tests in the state this 
season with 112.

“I think it’s only a 
matter of time before we 
get it done and finally 
have girls sanctioned in 
Louisiana,” Godso said. 
“We’re one of a handful 
of states that doesn’t have 
it sanctioned yet. I think 
it’s on the horizon. We 
just have to keep growing 
it at the club level and 
keep getting girls inter-
ested.”

Godso also runs the 
Walker Thunder Cats 
wrestling club, which has 
seven girls, including his 
daughter.

“We’re really pushing 
for it, and girls wrestling 
as a whole over the coun-
try is growing astronom-
ically,” he said. “There’s 
a huge push to grow 
women’s wrestling, which 
is awesome to see.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRIS GODSO

Walker wrestling coach Chris Godso, left, poses with Toni 
Jarreau after Jarreau won the 145-pound championship at the 
JV Select state meet.
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WALKER'S JARREAU WINS STATE TITLE 
AT JV SELECT WRESTLING MEET

DENHAM SPRINGS SOCCER: YELLOW JACKETS MOVE 
INTO REGIONAL ROUND OF PLAYOFFS

with about 15 minutes left in the second half 

after the Yellow Jackets got four more goals.

Moore, JT Turner, Sammy Hernandez, 

Kevin Martinez, Jankell Arias, Hayden 

Baio, Alex Williams and Lane Fontenot 

scored goals for the Yellow Jackets.

“We knew this year going into it that we 

needed goals from a lot of different areas,” 

Hilliard said. “If we scored eight goals last 

year, you could probably guess it would 

look something like four goals from (former 

DSHS players) Axel (Agurcia) or three goals 

from Axel and then two from Blaze Restivo, 

two from Clay (Fontenot), something like 

that, where this year, we’ve spread the ball 

out so well and all of the guys just play 

so unselfishly they don’t care who scores. 

Everybody wants to score, but they’re on 

board with ‘Let’s get a goal. I don’t care if 

it’s an assist, if it’s a goal for me or how it is.’ 

It’s good to see that many different guys get-

ting involved in the scoring where in years 

past we’ve really concentrated between one 

or two players.”

Hilliard also praised his team’s defensive 

effort.

“I thought we were really calm,” he said. 

“We had a really good understanding of 

when it just needed to be cleared and put 

up field and an understanding of when it 

was worth it to settle the ball down, build it 

out of the back, move it around a little bit,” 

Hilliard said.

“They didn’t get any scoring opportuni-

ties from close,” Hilliard continued. “They 

had a couple of really nice shots from 20-25 

out that (DSHS keeper) Tate Fuentes was 

able to handle, one of which he had to push 

over the top of the bar and give them a 

corner on just a really, really well struck ball 

from Hammond’s center-mid number 11 

(Adam Cervantes). Tate did his thing. Back 

line did their thing. One of the consistents 

this year is we don’t give up many goals. 

They were doing their job.”

FROM 5

GIRLS SOCCER PLAYOFFS | 

ST. AMANT 2, DENHAM SPRINGS 0

ST. AMANT KNOCKS OUT 
DENHAM SPRINGS

BY KYLE RIVIERE 

Special to The News

DENHAM SPRINGS – When Denham 
Springs and St. Amant met back on Jan. 21, 
the Lady Jackets rolled to a 5-2 victory.

Things were much different on Friday night.
Hosting a playoff game for the first time 

since 2013, Denham Springs showed its lack of 
postseason experience early.

The Lady Jackets fell into a 1-0 hole eight 
minutes into the contest. They were never able 
to respond.

The 20th-seeded Lady Gators eventually 
added another goal late to polish off a 2-0 
upset victory.

“We have a very young group that only 
graduates two seniors, so we’re learning how 
to win, learning how to compete and learning 
how to play in big games,” Denham Springs 
coach Jeff Klug said. “This was another first 
for them— a home playoff game against a 
very good district rival. We came out a little 
nervous at first and gave one up early before 
we settled in.”

St. Amant wasted no time going on the 
offensive.

At the seventh minute, a Lady Gator goal 
was negated by an offsides call. However, just 
one minute later, Nya Bridgewater scored to 
give St. Amant a 1-0 lead.

Denham Springs goalkeeper Claire Findley 
was forced to make a leaping save at minute 
13.

Conversely, the Lady Jackets struggled to 
mount any offense in the first half. They were 
only able to get off two shots on goal.

Their best chance to score came at the 34th 
minute.

Allie Wilkes was fouled inside the box, 
prompting a Chloe Bueche penalty pick. But 
St. Amant keeper Addison Champagne came 

through with a diving save.
Denham Springs tried to tie the game in the 

second half, but the Lady Jackets could never 
break through.

At the 72nd minute, Alisa Normand sent a 
hot shot toward the St. Amant net, but Cham-
pagne stretched out to make an exceptional 
save.

At minute 78, Bridgewater was able to race 
past all Denham Springs defenders. Her goal 
put the game out of reach for the Lady Jackets.

“We didn’t finish when we had opportuni-
ties,” Klug said. “We had a good spell of about 
25 minutes in the second half where we were 
knocking on the door, but we couldn’t get 
the ball in the back of the net. The effort was 
there. The kids were giving everything they 
had.

“Hats off to St. Amant. They’re a very good 
team. We knew when we beat them the first 
time that it was a solid win. They have very 
good players, and we knew they were capable 
of punishing us in certain scenarios. We just 
had to execute, and we lacked a little bit of 
that.”

Denham Springs fell short in capturing its 
first playoff victory since 2018 but chalked 
up an impressive 14-5-2 overall record and a 
runner-up finish in the district.

After winning their final six regular-season 
games, they were able to earn the 13th seed in 
the Division I playoffs.

“I’ve been super-proud of the girls this 
whole season. It’s the best season our school 
has ever had in girl’s soccer, and we’re going 
to continue to build on that,” Klug said. “This 
group and I got together about 16 months ago, 
and we’re going to continue to improve. I have 
no doubt that these kids will be back next year 
with this experience and this hunger. I expect 
really great things from them.”

PHOTO COURTESY STEPHEN BAYOG | DSTV

Denham Springs' JT Turner prepares to make 
a kick earlier this season.
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January 31, 2023 
 
 
Please publish the following Public Notice three times before February 21, 2023: 
 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING MEETING 
 

 

The City of Walker will hold a Zoning meeting on  February 21, 2023 at 6:00 

pm at the Walker City Hall located at 13600 Aydell Lane, Walker, LA 70785 

will discuss the following agenda item: 

 

 

 
• PUBLIC HEARING  TO REZONE FROM R-50 TO RA FOR THE 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT  14229 LATIL STREET, WALKER, LA 

70785 CONSISTING OF LOTS 9-19-A AND A 2 ACRE TRACT FOR 

LANCE BACHE.  

• PUBLIC HEARING TO MODIFY THE CITY OF WALKER UNIFIED 

DEVELOPMENT CODE (UDC) SECTION 5.29 RESERVED TO 

CREATE 5.29 SELF-STORAGE FACILITIES REQUIREMENTS IN 

RC ZONING. 

 

 

MAYOR 

Jimmy Watson 
 

CITY ATTORNEY 

Bobby King 
 

CHIEF OF 

OPERATIONS 

Jamie Etheridge  
 

CITY CLERK 

Tammy Payton 

MAYOR PRO TEM 

Scarlett Milton Major 
 

COUNCIL 

David Clark 
Eric Cook 

Gary Griffin 
Scarlett Milton Major 

Richard Wales 
 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE NOT TO EXCEED $18,000,000 OF 
WARD TWO WATER DISTRICT, PARISH OF LIVINGSTON, STATE OF LOUISIANA 

TAXABLE WATER REVENUE BONDS IN ONE OR MORE SERIES 
 

As provided by a Resolution adopted by the Board of Commissioners of Ward Two Water District, Parish 
of Livingston, State of Louisiana, acting as the governing authority (the “Governing Authority”) of Ward Two Water 
District, Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana (the “Issuer”), on November 15, 2022, the Issuer HEREBY 
DECLARES ITS INTENTION to issue not to exceed Eighteen Million Dollars ($18,000,000) of its Taxable Water 
Revenue Bonds (the “Bonds”), for the purpose of paying the cost of acquisition, construction and installation of 
improvements, extensions and replacements to the System, including the installation of automatic meter 
infrastructure and automatic read meters throughout the System (the “Project”). 

The Bonds will be limited and special revenue bonds of the Issuer, secured by and payable solely from the 
revenues of the Issuer’s complete waterworks system, including water wells, waterlines, elevated water tanks and 
other properties and facilities, as a revenue-producing work of public improvement (the “System”), after there have 
been paid from those revenues the reasonable and necessary expenses of administering, operating and maintaining 
the System, and shall be issued on a parity with the Issuer’s outstanding (i) Taxable Water Revenue Bonds, Series 
2020, issued in the original principal amount of $3,000,000 and (ii) Water Revenue Refunding Bonds, Series 2021, 
issued in an original principal amount of $12,150,000. The Bonds will not be a charge on the other income and 
revenues of the Issuer, nor shall they constitute an indebtedness or pledge of the general credit of the Issuer.  The 
Bonds will be issued pursuant to Section 524 and Sub-Part A, Part II, Chapter 4 of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes of 1950, as amended, and/or other applicable laws (collectively, the “Act”). 

The Bonds will be issued and authorized by resolution(s) adopted by the Governing Authority of the Issuer, 
in one or more series, will mature up to twenty-two (22) years from their date of issuance, will bear interest at rates 
up to two and forty-five hundredths of one per centum (2.45%), and will be subject to prepayment anytime without 
penalty.  As provided by the Act, all of the other details of the Bonds will be set forth in the resolution(s) authorizing 
their issuance, including the following: covenants relating to the management and operation of the System, the 
imposition and collection of rates and charges from the System’s customers, the expenditure of such rates and 
charges, the issuance of future bonds and the creation of future liens and encumbrances against the System and all 
other pertinent matters as may be necessary to the authorization and issuance of the Bonds. 

The Bonds are expected to be sold at a private sale, as provided for in the Act, to the Drinking Water 
Revolving Loan Fund, and the Bonds will also be approved by the Louisiana State Bond Commission prior to their 
delivery. 

THE PUBLIC IS HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Governing Authority will meet in open and public session 
on Tuesday, February 21, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at its regular meeting place located at 30772 Carter Drive, Denham 
Springs, Louisiana for the purpose of hearing any objections to the proposed issuance of the Bonds. If a petition is 
presented to the Issuer at this open and public meeting duly signed by electors of the Issuer in a number not less than 
five percent (5%) of the number of such electors voting at the last election held in the Issuer object to the issuance of 
the Bonds, then the Bonds shall not be issued until approved by a vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the 
Issuer who vote in a special election held for the purpose in the manner provided by Chapter 6-A of Title 18 of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. Any such petition must be accompanied by a certificate of the Registrar of 
Voters of Livingston Parish certifying that the signers of the petition are registered electors of the Issuer and the 
number of signers amounts to not less than five percent (5%) of the registered electors in the Issuer that voted at the 
last election within the Issuer. 

This is the Notice of Intention to Issue Bonds by the Issuer as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 
39:524(J). 
 WARD TWO WATER DISTRICT,  
 PARISH OF LIVINGSTON, STATE OF LOUISIANA 
 By:  /s/ John Easterly       
  John Easterly, President  

NOTICE OF MEETING CHANGE 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT, the Livingston Parish School Board meeting that was 

scheduled on Thursday, May 18, 2023, at five o’clock p.m. is hereby changed to 

Thursday, May 25, 2023.       

  
 /s/ Alan “Joe” Murphy            
Alan Murphy, Superintendent        

 
 

Alvin Fairburn & Associates, LLC                                                                                                     Job No. E190466 

 
 
for receipt of bids for at least forty-five (45) days.  The bond of the low bidder will be held for 
forty-five (45) days, or until the contract is signed, whichever is shorter. 
 
PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BOND:  A performance and payment bond for the work will 
be required upon execution of the contract, equal to one hundred percent (100%) of said 
contract written by a company who is currently on the U.S. Department of the Treasury 
Financial Management Service List or be a Louisiana domiciled company with at least an “A” 
Best rating. 
 
City of Denham Springs Gas Department reserves the right to reject any and all bids for just 
cause.  In accordance with Louisiana public bid law, the provisions and requirements of this 
section, those stated in the advertisement for bids, and those required on the bid form shall not 
be considered as informalities and shall not be waived by any public entity. 
 
Equal Employment Opportunity (EEQ) Statement – All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. All 
Bidders on this project will be required to comply with the President’s Executive Order No. 
11246, as amended.    

 
 
ADVERTISE:          
Thursday FEBRUARY 2, 2023 City of Denham Springs Gas Department 
Thursday FEBRUARY 9, 2023 _____________________________________ 
Thursday FEBRUARY 16, 2023 Darrell Dugas, Superintendent 
 
 

Alvin Fairburn & Associates, LLC                                                                                                     Job No. E190466 

CITY OF DENHAM SPRINGS GAS DEPARTMENT 
OLD HAMMOND HWY – GAS RELOCATE FOR MOVEBR 

ADV-1 

 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

 
Sealed Bids will be received by the City of Denham Springs Gas Department at the City of 
Denham Springs office, located at 116 N Range Ave, Denham Springs, Louisiana, 70726, 
until Thursday, March 2, 2023 at 2:00 pm. for 

 

CITY OF DENHAM SPRINGS GAS DEPARTMENT 
 (OLD HAMMOND HWY (SEGMENT 2) – GAS RELOCATE FOR MOVEBR) 

 
At which time bids will be opened and publicly read aloud.  Bids received after the above time 
will be returned unopened. Complete bidding documents may be obtained from the office of 
Alvin Fairburn & Associates, Inc., 1289 DEL ESTE AVENUE, Denham Springs, Louisiana 
upon payment of $75.00 per set.  Deposits on first set of documents furnished to General 
Contractors who bid the project will be fully refunded upon return of the documents in good 
condition no later than ten days after receipt of bids.  On other sets of documents one-half (1/2) 
the deposit will be refunded upon return of the documents in good condition no later than ten 
(10) days after receipt of bids.  An additional non-refundable charge of $25.00 per set will be 
charged if plans and specifications are mailed. 
 
Electronic bids will also be accepted. Please find bid related materials and place your electronic bids at 

www.centralbidding.com. 

 

Eligibility of Bidders to Receive Bidding Documents 

The City of Denham Springs Gas Department is a participating member of the Louisiana Municipal Gas 

Authority and thus under ACT No. 176, amending R.S. 33:4546.21, Bidders must be pre-qualified before 

obtaining Bidding Documents. In order to be pre-qualified, Bidders submit a copy of their written 

Operator Qualification and Training Program to ensure compliance with the certification requirements 

of 49 CFR Part 192.801 et seq., as mandated by the United States Department of Transportation – 

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) and the Louisiana Department of 

Natural Resources – Pipeline Safety Division. Specific scrutiny will be given to those individual workmen 

employed by the prospective bidder and their training documentation regarding the certifications of 

workmen to perform “Covered Tasks” on a natural gas distribution system. Prospective bidders should 

be able to show at least four (4) workmen, one of which must serve in a supervisory role, have been OQ 

certified for all covered tasks related to PE gas lines installations. Bidders who do not already have a 

current and active OQ program will not be qualified to obtain bidding documents. 

 

In addition, prospective bidders must submit sufficient evidence of an ongoing Drug and Alcohol Misuse 

Program meeting Part 199 of the PHMSA Regulations plus a list of at least three (3) references from 

other natural gas distribution system operators whom they have performed work, exceeding a value of 

$250,000 in the past five (5) years. 
 
A MANDATORY PRE-BID MEETING will be held at Fairburn Building located at 1289 
Del Este Avenue, Denham Springs, Louisiana 70726 on Tuesday, February 21, 2023 
@ 2:00 p.m. 
 
The Contract will be awarded to the lowest, responsible, responsive bidder. 
 
All bids must be accompanied by a bid security equal to five percent (5%) of the base bid and 
any alternatives and subject to the conditions provided in the Instructions to Bidders.  The 
successful contractor will be required to enter into contracts with the above OWNER and to 
furnish all the materials, perform all of the work, supervise, coordinate, administrate and be 
responsible for the work of the entire project.  No bids may be withdrawn after the closing time  
 

this proposal.  It is www.livingston1cent.com.  We are currently working on that site, 

adding to that site, and modifying that site.  That is where the public can go to see 

information regarding this proposal.  We also have tentative dates and I have firmed 

up those dates at this point in time.  We will be at the following locations to hold 

Public Town Hall meetings at these locations:    

February 7th:  Denham Springs High School cafeteria at 5:30 pm, and Live Oak High 

School cafeteria at 7:00 pm. 

February 13th:  Albany High School cafeteria at 5:30 pm, and Springfield High School 

Library at 7:00 pm. 

I have also sent you the responses from our survey results for my employees.  I would 

encourage you to look at that and ask any questions that you might have.   

 

We are now well into our second semester in our schools and we had a smooth 

start.  We have a lot of things going on in our parish and we are looking forward to 

having a very very successful second semester.  Also, I do not have it tonight, but we 

do have a set schedule for our graduations.  We will be getting you that information 

shortly in case you want to attend those graduation ceremonies.   

 

I appreciate everybody's efforts.  I appreciate the efforts at the committee meeting 

last night and the board meeting tonight.  Thank you so much for your time.  We look 

forward to working with you as we move forward.   

 

President's Announcements: 

 

1)  Scheduled an Athletic/Staff Committee meeting on Monday, January 30, 2023, at 

3:30 PM.  

  

2)  The Livingston Parish School Board Meeting that was scheduled on Thursday, May 

18, 2023, at five o’clock p.m. is hereby changed to Thursday, May 25,  2023.  The 

reason is that we have three graduations on May 18, 2023. 

 

3)  Ms. Tina left us some writing pads.  Please leave them here so we'll have them for 

each meeting. 

8. Adjourn 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 

Motion made by: Mr. Jeffery Cox 

Motion seconded by: Dr. Ronald McMorris 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:17 PM. 

 
 
        /s/ Alan “Joe” Murphy            /s/ Cecil Harris  
      Alan “Joe” Murphy, Superintendent        Cecil Harris, President 

 

Motion made by: Mr. Jeffery Cox 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Brad Sharp 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

4. Discussion and action on the Superintendent's recommendation for Substitute 

Assistant Principal at Walker High School 

Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, a motion was made to approve the 

contract for Kristen Boudreaux, Substitute Assistant Principal at Walker High School, 

effective January 4, 2023 - May 26, 2023. 

Motion made by: Mr. Jeffery Cox 

Motion seconded by: Mr.  Stephen Link 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

5. Discussion and action on the report of the Curriculum/Policy Committee meeting 

held on Wednesday, January 18, 2023. 

Chairperson Mr. Stephen Link presented the report from the Curriculum/Policy 

Committee meeting held on Wednesday, January 18, 2023. 

 

The board voted simultaneously for both recommendations from the 

Curriculum/Policy Committee and unanimously approved the reports from the 

Curriculum/Policy Committee meeting held on August 30, 2022 to adopt the 

following:      

The President declared the motion carried. 

A. An addendum to Pupil Progression to comply with Bulletin 1566 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

B. A policy revision to policy GBA: Contracts and Compensation 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

6. Approval of payment of invoices 

A motion was made to approve the payment of invoices. 

Motion made by: Mr. Jeffery Cox 

Motion seconded by: Mr. William 'Jeff' Frizell 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

7. Superintendent’s comments 

Board Members just yesterday I sent you a pretty extensive email with some 

attachments regarding where we are with our EFID proposal that is going to be on 

the ballot March 25th.  I would encourage you to look at the attachments on that 

email.  Please reach out to us with any questions you might have.  I would like to 

publicly announce tonight that we do have a brand new website that is dedicated to 

 

 

Special Board Meeting 

01/19/2023 05:00 PM 

School Board Office 

13909 Florida Blvd 

Livingston, LA 70754 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

The special meeting of the Livingston Parish School Board will be held at the School Board 

Office, 13909 Florida Blvd., Livingston, Louisiana, 

on THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2023, at FIVE O’CLOCK PM for the following purposes and 

to take whatever actions necessary. 

The meeting may be viewed online at https://bit.ly/LPBoardMtg. 

Attendees 

 

Voting Members 

Mr. Brad Sharp, District 1 

Ms. Kellee Dickerson, District 2 

Mr. William "Jeff" Frizell, District 3 

Mr. Bradley Harris, District 4 

Mr. Jeffery Cox, District 6, Vice President 

Ms. Katelyn Cockerham, District 7 

Dr. Ronald McMorris, District 8 

Mr. Stephen Link, District 9 

Mr. Cecil Harris, District 5, President 

 

 

Absent Members 

None 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Board President Cecil Harris. 

2. Approval of the minutes of the School Board meeting held on January 5, 2023 

A motion was made to approve the minutes of the School Board meeting held 

on January 5, 2023. 

Motion made by: Mr. Brad Sharp 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Bradley Harris 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

3. Authority to advertise for approval to Advertise RFP 23-01: Networking Hardware 

A motion was made to grant the Superintendent authority to advertise for RFP 23-01: 

Networking Hardware.   

NOTICE 

 
Notice is hereby given that, in accordance with L.R.S. 3:1609 and LAC 7:XV.314 (A), 
the Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry, Louisiana Boll Weevil Eradication
Commission, has established a boll weevil eradication zone, the Louisiana Eradication 
Zone, consisting of all the territory within the state of Louisiana.   
 
Notice is further given that all producers of commercial cotton in Louisiana are required
to participate in the boll weevil eradication program, including cost sharing, in 
accordance with the Boll Weevil Eradication Law and regulations.  This includes, but is
not limited to, reporting of cotton acreage and destruction of cotton plants and stalks by 
December 31 of each crop year.  A copy of the law and rules and regulations may be 
obtained from the Boll Weevil Eradication Commission, 5825 Florida Blvd. Ste. 3002, 
Baton Rouge, La.  70806, telephone number (225) 922-1338. 
 
Notice is also given that the planting of noncommercial cotton is PROHIBITED in 
Louisiana unless a written waiver is obtained from the Commissioner of Agriculture & 
Forestry in accordance with LAC 7:XV.319(C).  To request a waiver, submit a written 
application to the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, at the address provided in thi
notice, stating the conditions under which such written waiver is requested. 
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February 02, 2023 
 
 
Please run the following in the newspaper on the following date: 
 
 
February 09, 2023 
February 16, 2023 
 
 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

 

The Planning and Zoning meeting scheduled for February 21, 2023 at 6:00 pm 

at the Walker City Hall located at 13600 Aydell Lane, Walker, LA 70785 will 

discuss the following agenda item: 

 

 

 
• PUBLIC HEARING REQUEST FOR NEW COMMERCIAL 

DEVELOPMENT OF A GAS STATION AT THE CORNER OF 

TRAVIS STREET AND WALKER NORTH RD. WALKER, LA 70785 

FOR MR. SATNAM SINGH. 

• PUBLIC HEARING REQUEST FOR CONSOLIDATION OF LOTS 9 

THRU 19-A AND A 2 ACRE TRACT SQUARE 25 CORBIN 

TOWNSITES INTO LOT LB-1 ON LATIL STREET FOR MR. LANCE 

BACHE.  

 

 

MAYOR 

Jimmy Watson 
 

CITY ATTORNEY 

Bobby King 
 

CHIEF OF 

OPERATIONS 

Jamie Etheridge  
 

CITY CLERK 

Tammy Payton 

MAYOR PRO TEM 

Scarlett Milton Major 
 

COUNCIL 

David Clark 
Eric Cook 

Gary Griffin 
Scarlett Milton Major 

Richard Wales 
 

 

Drawings and specifications are also on file and open for inspection on the Central Auction House website 

(https://www.centralauctionhouse.com/main.php), and a hard copy may be obtained with a $300.00 

refundable check, by contacting Quality Engineering & Surveying, LLC at (225) 698-1600 or via email 

admin@qesla.com  

 

/s/___________________ 

Mark Harrell 

Livingston Parish Government 

 

For Publication on:  2/9, 2/16, 2/23 

 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

 

LIVINGSTON PARISH GOVERNMENT 

PINE BLUFF ROAD DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

 

Sealed Bids will be received until the hour of 2:00 PM, on March 9th, 2023, at the Livingston Parish Office of 

Homeland Security & Emergency Preparedness (20355 Government Blvd. Suite D, Livingston, LA 70754) and 

opened at 2:00 PM, at which time they will be publicly read, for furnishing all supervision, labor, materials, 

equipment, etc., and performing all work necessary for:  

 

Livingston Parish Government 

PINE BLUFF ROAD DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

FEMA 4277-DR-LA, PROJECT #0113 

 

To be a valid delivery, Sealed Bids must be delivered by certified mail or hand to the Livingston Parish Office of 

Homeland Security & Emergency Preparedness (20355 Government Blvd. Suite D, Livingston, LA 70754), during 

the normal business hours of 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday on or before 2:00 PM, on March 

9, 2023.  

 

Sealed bids delivered to any other department or other room number prior to the bid receipt deadline will 

not be considered.  

 

This project consists of furnishing all supervision, labor, equipment, and materials necessary to: 

 

ELEVATE PINE BLUFF ROAD TO AN ELEVATION OF 43 FEET, INCLUDING ALL EMBANKMENT, DRAINAGE, EROSION 

CONTROL, AND ASSOCIATED WORK.   

 

Each bid must be accompanied by a certified check, cashier's check or bid bond acceptable to the Owner in the 

amount equal to at least five percent (5%) of the total amount bid and payable without condition to the Owner 

as a guarantee that the bidder, if awarded the contract, will promptly execute a contract in accordance with all 

terms and conditions of the Contract Documents. The provisions of R.S. 38:2215 do not apply to this contract 

for construction due to the project being financed in whole or in part by federal or other funds. 

 

A mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting will be held at 2:00 PM, on February 23rd ,2023, at the Livingston Parish Office of 

Homeland Security & Emergency Preparedness (20355 Government Blvd. Suite D, Livingston, LA 70754.) All 

bidders are required to attend. 

PUBLIC NOTICES



onds to play in the first 

quarter before Young’s 

inside basket at the buzzer 

ended the first quarter.

“We had to get the pace 

to our advantage, and I 

think playing fast was to our 

advantage,” Schiro said. “It 

just took us a little while. 

Live Oak was doing a good 

job of handling the ball, 

not turning it over, running 

their offense through and 

kind of slowing us down. 

We weren’t getting in tran-

sition, so we had to run 

through our offense. We 

didn’t do a bad job, and we 

missed a few shots early, but 

once we got a couple easy 

breakaways and were able 

to get into the press and get 

the tempo to our advantage, 

I think that’s what really 

made the run happen, and 

from there, we didn’t really 

look back.”

Hayden Ray’s basket got 

Live Oak within 16-7, but 

Braylen Montgomery had a 

pair of baskets to bookend a 

run that put the Wildcats ahead 

28-9 as the Wildcats worked the 

defensive boards and capital-

ized on Live Oak turnovers.

Kedric Brown’s basket 

pushed the lead to 37-13 

before Casher’s bucket just 

before the buzzer made the 

score 37-15 at halftime.

“I thought my guys came 

out and did a decent job on 

them playing man on man, 

but those guys, they’ve got 

some athletes over there,” 

Magee said.

“If we continue to build 

on playing defense the way 

we’ve been playing defense, 

I think we’ll be OK moving 

forward in district,” Magee 

continued.

Ray finished with 10 

points, eight of which came 

in the first half.

“Everybody knows us,” 

Magee said. “It’s no secret 

that the strength of our 

team is getting Hayden 

the ball down in the post. 

Anybody who watches us 

know that, so teams that 

scout us, they’re going to 

prepare to defend Hayden 

in the post, and we under-

stand that, so other guys 

have got to step up and 

make plays. Some of those 

guys have got to step up and 

knock down outside shots 

and that will loosen some 

things up maybe a little 

bit for Hayden in the post, 

but I thought Hayden did 

a good job being patient 

tonight.”

Brandon Bardales, who 

finished with 12 points, 

scored the first five points 

of the third quarter. He 

had eight in the quarter, 

including a pair of treys, 

the second of which put the 

Wildcats up 47-18.

Walker hit four 3-pointers 

and was 7-for-20 from the 

line while the Eagles hit one 

trey while going 4-for-10 

from the stripe.

Meanwhile, Casher gave 

Live Oak a spark, scoring 

nine of his 15 points in the 

third quarter with consec-

utive baskets making the 

score 47-24.

“Nate used his length a 

little bit to get some ball 

deflections and get some 

easy layups there for us,” 

Magee said. “We went to 

a 1-2-2 and put him at the 

top, and he did a good job 

on that. I was proud of him 

for doing that, trying to 

battle, trying to get us back 

in it. I thought all the guys 

played well.”

Walker led 50-26 heading 

into the fourth quarter on 

KJ Smith-Johnson’s basket.

The Wildcats slowed 

the pace late in the third 

quarter, and Live Oak got 

within 51-32 early in the 

fourth quarter after a pair of 

three-point plays by Landyn 

Hebert and Casher.

“We were trying to run 

a couple of different things 

we’ve actually been running 

really well, and then for 

some reason, tonight we just 

kind of got discombobulat-

ed,” Schiro said. “Of course 

they switched to their zone, 

and I was going to run it 

anyway. After we kind of 

got past that point, we went 

to the motion … and we 

started getting things in 

the middle, started getting 

some open looks from the 

perimeter on some inside-

out kicks, and that’s what 

you want against a zone is 

that inside touch and kick 

to the outside for the spot 

up shot, and that’s what we 

did. I thought we did a pret-

ty good job of that late and 

kept control of the game for 

the most part.”

Montgomery’s putback 

keyed a 7-0 burst for the 

Wildcats, and Live Oak 

cut the lead to 61-39 on 

Cameron Ivy’s 3-pointer 

before Walker’s Troy Sylve 

Jr. hit a trey to key a 6-3 

burst to end the game.

“It definitely helped us 

when they slowed the tempo 

down, but those guys are 

well-seasoned guys,” Magee 

said. “He (Schiro) has got 

a bunch of seniors on there 

that understand what run-

ning an offense means and 

what they can get out of 

their offense.”

“Our guys are a little 

younger, so we’re still fight-

ing to get to that point, and 

hopefully eventually we’ll 

get to that point,” Magee 

continued.

BY ROB DeARMOND 

The Livingston Parish News

WATSON – Live Oak 
scored the first point of the 
game, but after that, it was 
all Walker when the teams 
squared off in District 
5-5A girls basketball action 
Friday at C.B. Wheat 
Gymnasium.

The Lady Cats cap-
italized on Live Oak 
turnovers while getting 
solid shooting from 3-point 
range to spark a 73-14 
victory.

Still, Walker coach Ko-
rey Arnold said his team 
has some things to work on 
as the regular season winds 
down.

“We worked a lot on 
our press this past week 
just taking care of the little 
things -- working to take 
away the middle and not 
getting beat off the dribble, 
and I still think we did 
a lousy job tonight to be 
honest with you,” Arnold 
said after the Lady Cats, 
the No. 1 team in the Divi-
sion I non-select power rat-
ings by geauxpreps.com, 
moved to 24-1 overall 
and 3-0 in district play. “I 
thought they got the ball 
in spots they shouldn’t be 
getting the ball in, so we’ve 
got to go back to work 
again Monday and work 
on that because we’ve got 
St. Amant and Denham 
next week. We’ve got to fix 
those small things heading 
into the playoffs, because 
if not, it’s going to cause 
us to pick up fouls we 
shouldn’t pick up, and it’s 
going to give them baskets 
they shouldn’t get, but of-
fensively we’re going to be 
fine. We’ve got six, seven 
kids that can score the ball. 
Defensively, it’s just trying 

up the little, small details 
heading into the playoffs.”

Live Oak dropped to 
11-10 and 1-2 in district 
play while at No. 24 in the 
power ratings.

“The first couple pos-
sessions (went our way), 
and that was nice because 
everybody wants to get 
Walker in a half-court,” 
Live Oak coach Michele 
Yawn said. “You don’t 
want to play Walker full 
court, it’s not going to be 
nice. When we started and 
we started to get some half-
court looks, it was like ‘All 
right’, but then you knew 
what was coming. We just 
tried to stress not (making) 
live ball turnovers, and 
that’s what we did.”

Haleigh Cushingberry’s 
free throw put Live Oak 
up 1-0, but the Lady Cats 
took off from there, hitting 

five 3-pointers in the first 
quarter, with four coming 
from Leah Eddards and 
another from Ja’Miya 
Vann for a 21-1 lead.

Eddards hit five treys as 
part of a 17-point effort 
while starting in place of 
Kennedi Ard, who is out 
with an elbow injury.

“They say I’m a good 
shooter, but I always get 
taken out early usually 
because I don’t shoot,” 
Eddards said. “I had the 
opportunity to play more 
because the person in front 
of me got hurt, so now I 
have to step up and shoot 
…

“I just kept on shooting 
like my coaches told me 
and it just started work-
ing,” she continued.

Walker connected on 10 
3-pointers as a team.

Aneace Scott and Vann 

turned consecutive steals 
into layups, putting Walker 
ahead 27-1 at the end of 
the first quarter.

Live Oak’s Sydney 
Wiginton hit a 3-pointer 
to open the scoring in the 
second quarter, but Vann 
followed with a trey, keying 
a run that put Walker 
ahead 48-4 at halftime. 

Vann finished with 10 
points, including a pair of 
3-pointers.

“When we’re hitting 
shots, and sometimes when 
we do miss, we get two 
shots, that’s really tough 
because we’re already 
turning them over, so 
we’re getting sometimes a 
certain percentage more 
possessions than they’re 
getting already, so it can 
snowball on them pretty 
quick, and that’s what 
kind of happened,” Arnold 

said. “Their kids, credit to 
them, they never stopped 
playing. They were just a 
little outmanned tonight.”

Scott, who finished with 
14 points, and Arionna 
Patterson, who had eight, 
each scored six in the sec-
ond quarter. Scott’s steal 
and layup made the score 
40-4, triggering a running 
clock for the remainder of 
the game.

Live Oak put together 
a 6-0 burst to start the 
second half as DaMaya 
Dunn, Cushingberry and 
Savannah Spillman each 
scored, cutting the lead to 
48-10.

Spillman had four points 
in the third quarter.

“When you play like 
they did in the first half, 
it’s difficult,” Yawn said, 
noting her team’s im-
proved play in the third 

quarter. “It’s difficult for 

the coaching staff. It’s 

difficult for the girls, so 

when they turned around 

and started kind of doing 

what we want in the third 

quarter, that’s fun. I enjoy 

coaching it. They enjoy 

playing. Everything didn’t 

go our way, but they were 

playing hard.

“You do a polar bear 

plunge, and you’re freezing 

when you first do it, and 

then all of a sudden it’s 

like, ‘All right, it’s not too 

bad. It’s still cold, but I’m 

used to it,’” Yawn contin-

ued. “I think that’s what it 

was.”

Caitlin Travis, who 

finished with eight points, 

had a pair of 3-pointers, 

with the second making 

the score 54-12 before 

Walker went into the 

fourth quarter ahead 58-

14.

Eddards hit her final 

3-pointer to open the 

fourth quarter, keying a 

run that put Walker ahead 

65-14.

Bailey Ratcliff, who led 

the Eagles with five points, 

hit a 3-pointer making the 

score 65-17 as both teams 

went to their benches late 

in the game.

Both coaches said 

getting their bench players 

work in the district contest 

was beneficial.

“It’s so important just to 

give them that exposure 

…,” Yawn said. “Walker is 

a top team – No. 1 in the 

state right now. They’re 

that for a reason, so it’s 

exciting to get all the girls 

a little bit of that.”
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WALKER CRUISES PAST LIVE OAK 
IN DISTRICT 5-5A CONTEST

GIRLS BASKETBALL | WALKER 73, LIVE OAK 14

ROB DeARMOND | THE NEWS

Walker's JaMiya Vann pulls down a rebound as Live Oak's Bailey Ratcliff defends during last Friday's game.

FROM 5

WALKER-LIVE OAK BASKETBALL: WILDCATS SURGE PAST EAGLES IN DISTRICT OPENER
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GIRLS SOCCER | LIVE OAK WRAPUP

LIVE OAK PROGRAM LOOKS 
TO BUILD ON PLAYOFF BERTH

BY ROB DeARMOND 

The Livingston Parish News

The way Live Oak girls 
soccer coach Caroline 
Owen sees it, the team’s 
trip to the Division I 
playoffs is something the 
program can build on.

“There’s no disap-
pointment at all from 
our girls,” Owen said 
after No. 2 St. Scholas-
tica scored a 5-0 win 
over the No. 31 Eagles 
in the opening round of 
the playoffs Saturday in 
Covington. “The girls 
played hard. St. Scholasti-
ca is a top D-I team …, so 
it’s a different ball game. 
Some of these D-I teams 
have 30 kids that try out, 
and we had six, so we just 
work with what we have. 
We’ve got a great bunch 
of girls …”

Owen said the last goal 
was scored in the final 
seconds of the match.

“A 4-0 score considering 
what they had beat other 
teams by, we’re good with 
that,” Owen said.

“I think the girls did 
a good job,” she said. 
“The two seniors that we 
have (Sylvia White and 
Julianna Stout) went out 
fighting. That’s all you 
can ask for.”

Part of Owen’s opti-
mism for next season 
stems from playing some 
of the top teams in the 
state this past season, 
including St. Joseph’s, 
Dunham, University 
High, Hahnville and 
Parkview Baptist.

St. Joseph’s is the 
top-seeded team in the 
Division I playoff bracket, 
while the Eagles defeated 

Lutcher and Hahnville.
“We didn’t shy away 

from playing tougher 
games, and that’s what I 
wanted, because I’ve got 
a couple of girls who are 
looking to play possibly in 
college, and there are some 
other girls coming up (as 
eighth-graders) that have 
been playing all together 
… that are very good play-
ers … We’re going to have 
six or seven kids coming 
up in the ninth grade that 
are very good players that 
are at ninth-grade varsity 
players.”

Owen said she’ll contin-
ue to schedule some of the 
top teams in the state.

“Sometimes we get 
looked over, but I think 
this season has helped a 
lot because our girls have 
played a lot of the top 
teams, and we’ll continue 
to do that,” Owen said. 
“I’m not scared of a chal-
lenge, and I don’t want 
my girls to be scared of a 
challenge. If they want to 
get better, and they want 
to play at a high level, I 
want them to play the St. 
Joseph’s … and they will 
always play a game every 
year against St. Joseph’s 
regardless of the score 
because those kids are 
excellent players.”

This season, the Eagles’ 
roster featured just 17 
players, and Owen is hop-
ing that number grows.

“We’re never going to 
have that population,” 
she said. “I’m hoping that 
the numbers do improve, 
and over the next few 
years, I think that they 
will because there are 
some sixth, seventh and 
eighth-graders coming 

up that play club ball, 
and they’re good players, 
and I’m hoping that that 
will continue. We need 11 
players to play, and I need 
a good five or six subs, 
and if they’re all good 
players and I can field a 
team with players that are 
experienced, I’m really 
not worried about my 
numbers.

“We’ll just make the 
best of what we get, and 
that may mean that I 
have to change training 
styles for them,” Owen 
continued. “In the offsea-
son, they may have to do 
some things on their own 
fitness-wise.”

She also noted most of 
Live Oak’s players are 
playing for club teams.

“That’s just good for 
us,” she said. “They’re 
playing all the time, and 
they’re going to get better. 
Period.”

Owen is hoping it’s all a 
formula for success for the 
program’s future.

“We’re just going to 
continue to challenge 
ourselves, and I’m going 
to challenge myself as 
a coach,” Owen said. 
“I’m going to challenge 
them as players, and 
we’re going to be in this 
together, and we’re going 
to do the best that we 
possibly can and let the 
girls have some fun, make 
some great memories 
and improve their game 
and let them leave with 
some pride saying, ‘Hey, 
I played soccer for Live 
Oak. It was some the best 
four years I ever had.’ As 
a coach, there’s nothing 
else you can ask for them 
for a high school team.”

who had 11 points, hit 

an inside basket to put 

Albany ahead 45-42, and 

Emma Fuller converted on 

a 3-point play to push the 

lead to 48-44 going into the 

fourth quarter.

“I just felt like there were 

so many of those that I’ll 

have to go back and watch 

the film just to comprehend 

all of it,” Darouse said of 

the game’s big shots and 

plays. “There are so many 

of those plays that we just 

forget them, and that’s what 

big games are all about.”

Both teams played in 

their half-court offenses for 

much of the game, which 

Darouse said was by design 

for the Lady Hornets.

“That’s respect to Amite’s 

guards,” Darouse said. 

“They are just phenomenal 

guards, who, if you put a 
lot of pressure on them, 
they are great at finding 
the open man. They were 
able to do that a good bit 
against us the first time, so 
that was an adjustment that 
we made. We still pressed. 
We picked and chose when 
we were aggressive, and it 
worked in our favor.”

Albany led 18-15 at the 
end of the first quarter, 
and the Lady Warriors 
pulled ahead 19-18 before 
Matherne’s basket capped a 
burst that helped the Lady 
Hornets take a 24-19 lead.

Amite got a trey from 
Irving and consecutive 
threes from Toefield to take 
a 33-29 lead before Fuller’s 
basket ended the first-half 
scoring.

“It was a game of runs, 
and that’s what good teams 
are capable of doing,” 

Darouse said. “It was two 
good teams playing.”

Albany trailed 5-2 early in 
the game, but Hoyt scored 
seven of her 13 points in 
the first quarter as the Lady 
Hornets led by five twice – 
the second time at 13-8 on a 
3-pointer by Williams.

A three-point play by 
Williams made the score 
17-13 before the Lady 
Hornets led 18-15 at the 
end of the first quarter.

“Thankfully we don’t 
have to look at Amite in the 
playoffs,” Darouse said. “I 
pity whatever teams have to 
go to Amite for the second 
and third round. I kind 
of feel like we have a big 
advantage here at home 
too. It’s great that we have 
done the work throughout 
the year to reap the rewards 
of playing at home in the 
playoffs.”

Classified
Looking for a part-time mainte-

nance tech.

Experience with light plumbing, 

electrical, construction, painting, 

etc.

Hours: Mon/Wed/Fri 8:30-1:30

Pay discussed at interview

Fax resume to 225-261-7605 or 

email to sherry@cmsmgmtbtr.com

I Navjot Sing am applying to the 

Commission on Alcoholic Bever-

age Control of the State of Loui-

siana for a permit to sell **"High 

and Low alcoholic content" at 

retail in the Parish of Livingston 

at the following name and address 

of business:

Best Stop Quick Mart 113811 

Florida BoulevardLivingston, LA, 

70754

Owners: Navjot Sing

Financial 

Services
"CASH FAST"

$400 TO $30,000

PREMIER CREDIT CORPO-

RATION

 Most loans are approved in 

minutes

Consolidation, Pre-approved

Auto Loans, Real Estate, Repair,

Vacation.

Establish or Re-establish Credit

"Any size loan for any reason"

225-667-8100

premiercredit.com

Help Wanted
**Inventory Auditor**

 Part Time.

20-40 Hours Per Week.

Excellent Wages. Wage DOE

Call for an interview at (225) 

241-6788.

HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED:

NO SMOKING

 NO CRIMINAL RECORD

NO DRUGS

DAILY FOR AWHILE AND 

THEN WEEKLY

GENERAL CLEANING

PRICE NEGOTIABLE

CALL 225-665-0438

ADMINISTRATIVE 

MANAGER

Livingston Parish Gravity Drain-

age District No. 5 is a govern-

mental entity responsible for the 

maintenance of drainage systems 

throughout the District, including 

the drainage systems in approxi-

mately sixty subdivisions as well as 

numerous waterways and canals 

throughout the District.

Description of Role

Livingston Parish Gravity 

Drainage District No. 5 is seeking 

an Administrative Manager with 

experience in the construction 

industry to join our team.  The 

ideal candidate will demonstrate 

effective personnel management 

skills, excellent oral and written 

communication skills and the 

ability to multi task.  

Principal Responsibilities

• Coordinate with the Opera-

tions Managers to ensure the 

day -to- day functions of the 

District are fulfilled

• Respond to residents’ 

drainage issues by inspecting 

the site and determine what 

is needed to repair/correct 

drainage issues

• Complete work orders and 

coordinate with the Opera-

tions Manager to schedule 

the work to be performed/

Inspect job sites upon com-

pletion to close out the work 

orders

• Attend all development 

inspections with consulting 

engineer

• Review site plans and drain-

age plans as needed

• Attend monthly utility 

meetings with the Parish 

Attend various meetings with 

DOTD, Livingston Parish 

DPW and State Representa-

tives as needed

• Personnel Management – 

Use consistent techniques to 

screen, hire and develop on 

site staff – Coordinate with 

the Operations Manager 

when performing these 

duties 

• Utilize personnel man-

agement skills to address 

personnel issues by following 

policies set forth in the per-

sonnel guidelines 

• Lead the safety program – 

Coordinate with the Opera-

tions Manager to implement 

safety protocols and address 

safety issues

• Complete daily employee 

attendance log to submit to 

the Clerk for weekly payroll 

processing

• Review and sign purchase 

orders

• Perform job duties of the 

Operations Manager in the 

event of his absence

• Assist the District’s long 

range planning committee 

with regard to drainage 

projects and capital outlay 

purchases

• Attend twice monthly board 

meetings and provide a 

status report to the Board of 

Commissioners

Work Schedule       

Monday through Thursday 6:30 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m. with occasional 

overtime as needed

Benefits

The District offers a comprehen-

sive benefits package including 

employer paid health, dental and 

vision plans, 403(b) retirement 

plan with employer match up to 

10%, paid holidays, paid vacation 

and sick leave after one year of 

employment, employer paid life 

insurance plan for all employees

Salary

The salary range for this position 

is $55,000-$65,000 annually 

depending on experience

Location Walker, Louisiana

Please email your resume to 

gravitydrainage5@yahoo.com

Miscellaneous
Mobile HM For RENT

Very Nice, 16X80, 3BR 2BA

Sewer/Lawn Care included,

New porch,

$1100/m

24477 Walker S Rd Lot 11,

Call 225-964-0706

Public Notices

2006 Venture RV Camper Vin#: 

4EZTS29246S116479

 is stored at Ascension Towing and 

Recovery

 17005 Black Mud Road Living-

ston, LA 70754.

 If all outstanding charges are not 

paid

 and the vehicle is not claimed by 

the owner within 15 days from 

this date,

 a Permit to Sell/Dismantle will be 

obtained.

21st JDC

PARISH OF LIVINGSTON 

STATE OF LOUISIANA

NUMBER: 18165 DIVISION: 

“A”

SUCCESSION OF

RAYMOND JOSEPH LOHE-

NIS &

 KATHRYN ROLLER LOHE-

NIS

NOTICENOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN

 to the creditors of these Succes-

sions and to all other persons

 herein interested to show cause 

within seven (7) days

 from this notification (if any they 

have or can) why the Final Tab-

leau of Distribution presented

 by the Executrix/Administratrix 

of these Successions should not be

 approved and homologated and 

the funds distributed in accor-

dance therewith.

ATTORNEY: Frank DiVittorio

 The DiVittorio Law Firm

912 W. Morris Ave.

 Hammond, LA 70403

(985) 602-1196

Anyone knowing the whereabouts 

of Brandon Michael Rodriguez 

please contact Attorney Paeton 

Burkett, Tel. (225) 806-8923 or 

Paeton@cox.net
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PLAYOFF PRIMER: ALBANY EDGES AMITE 
IN BATTLE OF STATE'S TOP TEAMS

BASKETBALL | ROUNDUP

HOLDEN BOYS WIN THIRD 
STRAIGHT DISTRICT TITLE

STAFF REPORT 
The Livingston Parish News

The Holden boys bas-

ketball team has another 

district championship.

The Rockets used a big 

first half to key a 63-37 

win over Mount Hermon 

to wrap up the District 7-B 

championship – the pro-

gram’s third in a row – on 

the road Friday.

In District 5-5A, East 

Ascension’s solid second half 

sparked a 60-51 win over 

Denham Springs High at 

Grady Hornsby Gym.

In District 7-2A, St. 

Thomas Aquinas put 

together a big second half to 

key a 59-53 win over French 

Settlement, while St. Helena 

picked up a 62-48 win over 

Springfield.

HOLDEN 63, 

MOUNT HERMON 37

Holden led 26-8 at the 

end of the first quarter and 

49-16 at halftime.

Jake Forbes and Dalton 

Miller each scored 14 points 

to lead the Rockets with 

Miller scoring seven in the 

first quarter and Forbes with 

12 in the second quarter.

Brody Miller added 11 

with nine in the first quarter.

EAST ASCENSION 60, 

DENHAM SPRINGS 51

The Yellow Jackets led 

31-23 at halftime before 

the Spartans pulled ahead 

40-38 going into the fourth 

quarter.

Jermaine O’Conner led 

DSHS with 16 points, while 

Brock Smith added 13 with 

three 3-pointers. Maison 

Vorise added eight points.

EA hit two 3-pointers while 

going 10-for-21 at the line, 

while DSHS was 9-for-17 

from the line with four treys.



TALE AS OLD AS 

TIME

STAFF REPORT 
The Livingston Parish News

STUDENTS in the Livingston Parish Public Schools Talented 
Arts Program performed multiple productions of “Beauty and 
the Beast, Jr.” at Old Zion Hill Baptist Church in Independence.

The production was made up of students from the 
Livingston, Holden, Albany, Springfield, French Settlement, 
and Maurepas areas. It ran Feb. 2-4. 

Emma Roshto played the lead role of Belle, and Hayes 
White performed as the Prince/Beast. Other lead roles 
went to Ian Coates (Gaston), Gracie Chaney (Lafou), Julia 
Simon (Lumiere), Mackenzie Hutson (Mrs. Pots), Jess 
Bankston (Coggsworth), and Haiden Latimer (Maurice). 

Students performed under director Melani Glascock 
and music director Tim Richardson. Lauren Bravata 
served as choreographer, while Abigail Rodgers and 
Anthony Crochet served as stage managers.

More photos from this production can be found on 
our website, www.livingstonparishnews.com.

LPPS 
TALENTED 

ARTS 
PROGRAM 

PRESENTS 
‘BEAUTY 
AND THE 
BEAST, JR.’
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SOUTHEASTERN NAMES 4,171 TO FALL HONORS LIST, 
NEARLY 700 FROM LIVINGSTON PARISH

STAFF REPORT 

The Livingston Parish News

Southeastern Louisiana 
University has named 
4,171 students to its honors 
list for the fall 2022 semes-
ter.

Of that total, 686 are 
from Livingston Parish.

The honors list is divid-
ed into three academic 
levels. To be named to the 
President’s List, students 
must have earned a 3.50 or 
better grade point average. 
Students on the Dean’s List 
have earned a 3.20 - 3.49 
grade point average, and 
Honor Roll students have 
earned a 3.00 - 3.19 grade 
point average. Honors list 
students must be full-time 
undergraduates carrying 
at least 12 credit hours 
and have no grade below 
a “C.”

Southeastern provides a 
website to view the names 
of students receiving 
academic honors for the 
current semester and past 
semesters at http://www.
southeastern.edu/admin/
rec_reg/academic_honors/
index.php .

Livingston Parish stu-
dents named to the honor’s 
list are listed below:

Albany
President’s List – Karsyn 

B. Ball, Kathryn R. 
Cornett, Alyssa Crayton, 
Alysa Fletcher, Tristyn M. 
Friloux, Devyn R. Hoyt, 
Carly J. Jones, Kelsey 
Jones, Brandee May, Mari-
na Neal, Austin M. Nelson, 
Madeline O. Olah

Dean’s List – Emilie J. 
Brown, Trinity L. Huszar, 
Hannah Radecker, Mad-
ison Smith, Zackary D. 
Stilley, Haley A. Truly

Honor Roll – Abby K. 
Howell, Destiny Kreeger, 
Cody T. LeBlanc, Kymren 
R. Pecoraro, Camryn R. 
Woods

Denham Springs
President’s List – Rylie 

M. Abbott, Emma G. 
Achee, Jenae E. Adams, 
Jordy G. Adams, Olivia G. 
Alexander, Dahlia Alkadi, 
Robert D. Alsbury III, 
Mekenzi Amos, Victoria 
Ardoin, Mary E. Attaway, 
Julisa Bahena Ozuna, 
Alaina M. Bennett, Ca-
mille E. Berthelot, Emily 
B. Beswetherick, Savannah 
E. Bishop, Nathan Bolton, 
Maggee F. Bordelon, 
Meagan Borel, Caroline A. 
Bouquet, Seth A. Bowden, 
Cylie Bozarth, Averie 
Bradley, Olivia R. Brandt, 
Logan A. Brashear, Jessica 
M. Braud, Kaitlyn R. 
Brent, Sarah Bresee, Haley 
L. Brown, Camryn D. 
Brunson, Ali Bueche, Rylie 
A. Butler, Colin A. Button, 
Hayden Byrd, Paige E. 
Cassano, Jeffery Cavin, 
Mya G. Chiquet, Mattie A. 
Chopin, Richard J. Clark, 
Haley Clement, Sara 
N. Clements, Kirsten T. 
Coates, Abigail A. Cobb, 
Piper Colona, Kirsten 
J. Conradi, Baylee T. 
Corbin, Madelyn Cour-
ville, Jessica M. Cowart, 
Colby Crawford, Ian 
Crawford, Hallie E. Creed, 
Antonia B. Danna, Reagan 
David, Gage Dawsey, 
Jacob Deaton, Brayden C. 
Dewitt, Cameron Dick-
erson, Sarah N. Dixon, 
Jessica L. Fauver, Meredith 
B. Flanagan, Anna C. 
Flauss, Bethany R. Flauss, 
Kaleb A. Fontenot, Ava 
Forrest, Mallory K. Frizell, 
Baileigh R. Futch, Asia J. 
Garner, Samuel D. Garner, 
Madelyn L. Gaubert, Josh-
ua E. Germany, Casey S. 
Gibson, Kale B. Gilbeaux, 
Marcus R. Glaze, Joseph 
Gomez, Dustin Gray, 
Jasmyn J. Green, Abigail 
J. Greer,

Also, Megan M. 
Grulkey, Ethan L. Guil-
lot, Madison Guyllette, 
Lauren V. Hanna, Brianna 
D. Harper, Alexander L. 
Harris, Kaitlyn Hayes, 
Brooklyn P. Hayman, 
Katelyn M. Heaton, A’mya 

M. Heggins, Hannah N. 
Heinz, Madalynn Hen-
ry, Blanche E. Henson, 
James C. Herrin, Clay-
ton A. Hines, Tristen A. 
Holwager, Max Hopcraft, 
Matthew B. Hughes, Justin 
Irby, Ive Jacobson, Brynn 
Johnson, Evan D. John-
son, Karlie K. Johnson, 
Samantha D. Jones, John 
M. Juban, Sophie J. Kelly, 
Matthew B. Kiger, Benja-
min B. Kimble, Lindsey 
Kish, Jared Kling, Avery 
M. Lacombe, Nicholas 
O. Lajaunie, Chanler L. 
Landon, Victoria Landry, 
Grace E. Lanier, Ashlynn 
M. Lassard, Gage Lau-
rence, Cami L. Laxton, 
Emma R. LeBlanc, Lauren 
G. LeBlanc, Brayli E. Lee, 
Kaitlin Lind, Grace L. 
Lockhart, Brayden Lott, 
Erin K. Loup, Jordyn A. 
Louque, Logan C. Lyons, 
Nicole T. Marchand, 
Christopher Marson, 
Caleb T. Martin, Collin C. 
Martin, Jared P. Martin, 
Mckenzie Q. Mayeux, Pey-
ton McCalla, Ryan McCa-
rley, Collin N. McClure, 
Rachel D. McCoy, Micah 
B. McGowan, Crystallee 
McGuinness, Paige L. Mc-
Lemore, Ethan S. McMas-
ters, Gabrielle McMasters, 
Braeden C. Medlock, 
Cameron Meier, Connor 
A. Meier, Layla E. Meng, 
Isabella M. Michelli, Skye 
Miller, Tess E. Miller, Jade 
N. Millet, Chrysler M. 
Mitchell,

Also, Brandi Monistere, 
Kali O. Montgomery, Hay-
ley Moore, Jonah S. Mor-
gan, Ashton V. Murphy, 
Brianna Murray, Taylor 
Ngo, Brittney D. Nichols, 
Carlee G. Normand, Bryce 
Norris, Bryce D. Onel-
lion, Kelcie L. Overheim, 
Alyssa Patterson, Kayla 
M. Perault, Christian 
A. Perschall, Ashton C. 
Persick, Edward B. Pezant, 
Brooke E. Phipps, Presley 
R. Pourciau, Maris T. 
Reno, Grace A. Reyner-
son, Candace A. Rickett, 
Eloura D. Riewerts, Tyler 
Roberts, Noelle B. Rob-
inson, Megan F. Rodgers, 
Craig A. Rome, Claudia L. 
Romero, Elmer A. Rome-
ro, Nicholas Rosenthal, 
Rhett T. Rosevear, Brooke 
Rouyea, Chloe A. Roy, 
Jannely Salmeron, Andrew 
Sampson, Dylan Schwab, 
Gracie M. Seguin, Kyndall 
Smith, James M. Solar, 
Grace A. Stalsby, Camryn 
G. Stephens, Ngan Stojak, 
Lexi L. Strain, Cameron 
G. Sumrall, Bethani L. 
Taylor, Jonathan S. Taylor, 
Alexa L. Territo, Ashlyn E. 
Territo, Sidney R. Thi-
bodeaux, Jacob Tucker, 
Dawson R. Tullos, Tristyn 
W. Turner, Baylen P. Walk-
er, Caroline G. Watson, 
Haley R. Watts, Alejandra 
M. Weir, Hannah E. Weir, 
Rachel Wheat, Logan M. 
Whittington, Brooke M. 
Wilder, Laney J. Wilkes, 
Meg S. Williams, Sydney 
S. Worthington, Callie M. 
Yates

Dean’s List – Zoe’ 
Armand, Wesley J. Austin, 
Ashton G. Bailey, Kara 
Barbier, Amy Bascome, Al-
exandra Beal, Brayden M. 
Bencaz, Madelyn A. Ber-
nard, Adalynn G. Bizette, 
Hannah Booty, Shelby 
G. Brocksmith, Payton B. 
Brownell, Victoria S. Burr, 
Kylee E. Cain, Anne Che-
valier, Christian Childres, 
Angelle C. Coffey, Hailey 
M. Courtney, Colin Cudd, 
Destini Davis, Phoebe R. 
Dean, Jacob R. Delaugh-
ter, Zachary Delaunais, 
Erick E. Diaz, Brooklynn 
J. Dine, Jules Dormain, 
Mackenzie Evans, Carson 
K. Farber, Alexandria M. 
Ferguson, Priscilla A. Fore, 
Katelyn Gaffney, Dylan C. 
Green, Leila M. Guidry, 
Madison E. Harrouch, 
Kelsea D. Haynes, Steven 
R. Henderson, Evan S. 
Higginbotham, Madi-
son M. Hopcraft, Alex-
ius Horne, Elizabeth P. 

Howard, Kelton Hughes, 
Brooke E. Jackson,

Also, Kathryn Juneau, 
Gabriel P. Kimble, Han-
nah A. Labauve, Kaitlyn 
M. Lambert, Kaylee A. 
Landry, Kora A. Llorente, 
Hagen C. Long, Madison 
N. Ma, Leilah Ann M. 
Mahiai-Torres, Callie 
Mancuso, Caden D. 
Martin, Jada C. Martin, 
Randon E. McCallum, Al-
yssa D. McCrystal, Serena 
McLin, Olivia G. McMas-
ters, Camryn A. Miley, 
Courtney N. Molieri, 
Paige V. Moran, Madisynn 
R. Moss, William G. New-
ton, Aubrey I. O’Rourke, 
Walker Peyton, Kate Price, 
Jaylan P. Priddy, Matthew 
Rayburn, Braden M. 
Robinson, Grace Robin-
son, Abigail M. Sanderson, 
Mary K. Schexnayder, 
Chloe M. Sherrod, Ethan 
Sicard, Bailey N. Stewart, 
Madison Swearingen, 
Isaias Tovar-Gaytan, 
Madison G. Tubbs, Haley 
Villneuve, Mckenzie M. 
Wadsworth, Candace B. 
Watson, Emma G. Webb, 
Jacob B. White, Luke 
White

Honor Roll – Austin 
J. Allgood, Jazmine N. 
Armwood, Peyton C. 
Barnes, Christopher D. 
Bolin, Madelyn Bozeman, 
Marleigh Breaux, Cassi-
dy R. Byars, Cameron J. 
Chadwick, Parker J. Cloy, 
Cameron L. Cockerham, 
Jane R. Dalberg, Gabrielle 
C. Davis, Cael M. Dela-
fosse, D’Mya J. Delpit, 
Byron Donahue, Jason 
L. Duncan, Savannah R. 
Erie, Dawson C. Fontenot, 
August M. Foster, David 
Frye, Magen S. Gard-
ner, Jordan M. Grance, 
Mallory Harrell, Aidan 
K. Hodges, Da’Shun T. 
Hugley, Nathan R. Hunt, 
Carley E. Jarman, Bran-
don C. Johnson, Laurel 
Junda, Christian L. Knox, 
Madison E. Kron, Tyler 
W. Landry, Kade Lane, 
Skyler N. Lewis, Bailey 
Lyons, Lauren Math-
erne, Chandler A. Meier, 
Macie Munson, Taylor 
A. Navarre, Alexa E. 
Payne, Brice Peyton, Ol-
ivia Porter, Kyle Rankin, 
Reagan Rinehart, Watson 
J. Rogers, Kayla Scheib, 
Jessica A. Scholz, Olivia N. 
Schueneman, Javon Scott, 
Claire M. Segura, Burlie 
L. Sholar IV, Margaret 
H. Silverman, Jessica L. 
Simmons, Colby Smith, 
Katelyn R. Smith, Braden 
J. Varnado, Jared Wall, 
Sadie D. Walton, Morgan 
Welch, Hannah N. Wil-
liams, Dystanee Womack, 
Jordan E. Wroblewski 

French Settlement
President’s List – Paris 

Busch, Allyson M. Forbes, 
Emma L. Murphy, Brook-
lynn R. Reeves, Madison 
Z. Stumpf, Carmella 
Tranchina

Dean’s List – Mallory 
Miller, Jacey W. Rawls 

Holden
President’s List – Yenni-

fer Y. Alvarado Hernan-
dez, Taylor K. Barfield, 
Alyssa M. Blount, Kyleigh 
D. Cobb, Kayla A. Davis, 
Claire E. Folks, Evan M. 
Folks, Kellie Forbes, Shel-
by S. Forbes, Hannah D. 
Harris, Kelsey A. Hender-
son, Tyler D. Hoyt, Bailey 
Hull, D’Sha L. Hutchin-
son, Ana L. Izaguirre, 
Brittany D. Jasso, Grace 
A. Johnson, Lacey Lee, 
Olivia R. Mizell, Maddi-
son Oakes, Vanisha Smith, 
Paul C. Stumpf, Sara B. 
Torres, Braeden Wascom, 
Julie Whitehead

Dean’s List – Raylin D. 
Barber, Noah T. Bonura, 
Camille E. Comish, Na-
talie N. Dimarco, Rebekah 
D. Hart, Macey H. Hig-
ginbotham, Carli G. Jones, 
Matthew Wilder

Honor Roll – Olvin J. 
Diaz Martinez, Ashley 
Fogg, Reanna K. Sheri-
dan, Kayleigh M. Smith, 
Ariel Vantrease 

Livingston
President’s List – Kear-

ston Bagot, Elizabeth G. 
Beregi, Annabelle Brad-
ford, Cambri Charpentier, 
Cassidy A. Charpentier, 
Gabrielle N. Cutrer, Jamie 
L. Davis, Mason B. Davis, 
Micheal J. Diez, Rachel L. 
Duffy, Abigail J. Fischer, 
Elizabeth D. Geter, Cate 
O. Glascock, Claire V. 
Glascock, Haleigh A. 
Glascock, Kaleigh A. Gor-
don, Kelly N. Guitreau, 
Landen Hinrichs, Jessica 
M. Jemison, Elise Jones, 
Riley Keller, Rylee P. Lam-
bert, Lauren Lavergne, 
Makenzie J. Legath, 
Matthew P. McCon, Olin 
T. McDonald, Savannah 
P. Morris, Jack Norred, 
Ashlyn M. Picou, Sydney 
Salassi, Londyn P. Simon, 
Madison Simon, Reagan 
Skinner, Brianne L. Smith, 
Bryce A. Smith, Katie A. 
Smith, Braley C. Trabeau, 
Makenzie R. Ware, Abigail 
M. Wheat, Mackenzie E. 
Wiley

Dean’s List – Zane R. 
Bennett, Christian Bow-
man, Michael C. Buchan-
an, Alexis Cavalier, Sara 
J. Cavalier, Kyleigh N. 
Forbes, Page A. Krumholt, 
Kaylee Kyzar, Luke Leb-
ourgeois, Savannah L. Ma-
dere, Ethan J. McLaughlin, 
Jasmine B. Nasser, Daniel 
Palmer, Wyatt Shoemaker, 
Addie G. Stewart, Robert 
M. Turner, Lexus P. Viger, 
Whitney L. Watts, Jacob D. 
Wilkinson, Emily Wilson

Honor Roll – Kamryn 
Blount, Braileigh Bover-
hof, Blair R. Henderson, 
Bailey Karpinski, Sarah 
A. McLaughlin, Nicho-
las Melancon, Hunter C. 
Morales, Julianne E. Ney-
land, Taiveyuana Rhodes, 
Kayleigh Scott, Blake C. 
Smith, Malori P. Taylor 

Maurepas
President’s List – Jace 

M. Barnewold, Sloane 
O. Bercegeay, Emma C. 
Gautreau, Dakota Guit-
reau, Emily Knight, Aiden 
S. McCoy, Grant Mead-
ows, Arnold A. Salinas, 
Maci E. Scivicque, Alyssa 
M. Tanner, Karson Thack-
er, Cloie A. Whitney

Dean’s List – Jackson A. 
Cornett, Keith J. Landry, 

Mckenna D. Lessard, 
Landon Loupe, Gage 
Loupe-Berthelot, Taylor J. 
Miles, Gavin J. Reine, Mi-
chael A. Smith, Hallie M. 
Waguespack-McMorris

Honor Roll – Dru B. 
Bantaa, Ashley Blake, 
Thomas D. Bovia, Reagan 
N. Cambre, Raegan Mack, 
Callie A. Roddy, Emi-
ly Wagner, Londyn M. 
Wederstrandt 

Springfield
President’s List – Brit-

tany Balsamo, Lauren M. 
Bean, Caleb Z. Cowell, Al-
yssa B. Dickerson, Kaylie 
R. Dorsey, Heart D. Faust, 
Joseph Granier, Preston 
H. Hendry, Jayce R. Hill, 
Kelsey A. Hurst, Micheal 
B. Hutchinson, Hyrum A. 
Ishee, Jessica R. Kemp, 
Logan Klier, Emma E. 
Miller, Riley R. Moran, 
Paige L. Parker, Emma 
R. Peppo, Levi G. Spiers, 
Molly K. Sullivan, Madi-
son N. Templet, Kacey M. 
Threeton

Dean’s List – Jace 
A. Anderson, Dominic 
Arcuri, Abigail L. Ard, 
Walter A. Fowler, Jade A. 
McCabe, Caleb Spiers, 
Taylor Threeton, Cyndall 
T. Vazquez

Honor Roll – Tyler 
J. Anderson, Carley A. 
Miller, Ian Miller, Saman-
tha A. Randall, Maria E. 
Rushing, Hunter Three-
ton, Kieara I. Williams

Walker
President’s List – Jessica 

M. Aime, Taylor D. Albin, 
Samantha Alvarez, Austin 
Andrews, Allie E. Arbour, 
Jacob Ashford, Haleigh 
K. Babin, Molly E. Baker, 
Christina A. Barrilleaux, 
Alexander T. Bel, Jenna A. 
Bevens, Elizabeth Blythe, 
Dean Carlton, Shelbi F. 
Carroll, Skyler A. Cham-
plin, Lillian M. Chase, 
Joseph Christman, Car-
men C. Coniglio, Karagan 
Cope, Huey L. Courtney, 
Michael B. Cupit, Shelby 
C. Dorough, Katelynn 
M. Duthu, Alexandra G. 
Easterly, Anna C. Ferrand, 
Devin B. Ford, Meghan L. 
Fuchs, Lauren E. Gra-
ham, Kalynn R. Granier, 
Trenton A. Hebert, Aubrey 
E. Hodges, Joseph M. Hol-
man, Amber L. Houghton, 

Kara L. Jones, Larkyn R. 
Jones, Baylee R. Kimbel, 
Evan J. Kimbel, Haleigh 
Kogel, James D. Koontz, 
Lauren Landry, Gavin 
E. Lastrapes, Micah J. 
Leclercq, Caden A. Lovell, 
Cade Lyons, Katelynn 
G. Lytle, Noelle Mansur, 
Julia G. McDuffie, Bailey 
R. Meaux, David Miller, 
Lanie A. Miller, Richard 
L. Nixon, Browyn Owens, 
Amy E. Powell, Karis M. 
Romero, Sydney Roy, 
Meghan E. Shaffer, Con-
nor Small, Jase D. Stafford, 
Hannah M. Swetledge, 
Jared Talbot, Brianna G. 
Threeton, Ava E. Traylor, 
Grace E. Turner, Jadyn 
Variste, Gabriel P. Varna-
do, Ilea R. Watson, Made-
line E. Watson, Logan 
Watts, Lauren P. Wheat, 
Alaina B. Whittington, 
Keri L. Wilkinson, Hunter 
Willeford, Riley M. Wil-
liams, Tabitha E. Williams

Dean’s List – Courtney 
Bailey, Dylan A. Bailey, 
Arianna E. Bretz, Camden 
P. Carver, Brandi N. Chus-
tz, Ethan A. Clinesmith, 
Michael T. Collins, Jesse 
D. Demars, Hanna Engel, 
Madeline L. Fontenot, 
Jolie Gunter, Jacob A. Hay, 
Brooke Jones, Kaira M. 
May, Madeline A. May-
field, Ryan S. Michelet, 
Madison M. Morales, Erin 
M. Norton, Justyce L. Or-
tego, Mackenna C. Rocker, 
Hayden Ruiz, Corban 
Saucier, Peyton J. Stafford, 
Delanie G. Turner, Zora 
Williams, Jessica Yeager, 
Rebecca A. Yeager

Honor Roll – Chase 
R. Bridgers, Brooklyn R. 
Chauvin, Logan M. Cov-
ington, Clayton Freneaux, 
Sophia Galbo, Emily 
G. Graham, Collin D. 
Johnson, Brennan Jones, 
Deshay Juban, Emily 
Lambert, Devin W. Mau-
rello, Hilton Mcgaughey, 
Sterling J. Perkins, Peyton 
Richard, Rachael L. Smi-
ley, Mackenzie C. Span-
gler, Wyman Stephenson, 
Allison R. Tucker, Treveon 
Williams 

Watson
President’s List – 

MaKayla Brasseaux, 
Bailee R. Grace, Ally C. 
Taylor
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COMING UP!
Louisiana Photographic Society
Members of the Louisiana Photographic Society (LPS) 

will have their work on display at the Arts Council of 
Livingston Parish for the organization's first exhibit of 2023. 
The exhibit opened Jan. 11 and will conclude Feb. 22. The 
Arts Council is open between 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Friday and from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
on Saturday. Make plans to attend the reception with the 
artists from 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. on Saturday, February 
11. The gallery is located at 133 N. Hummell Street in Den-
ham Springs. For more information, visit artslivingston.org 
or call (225) 664-1168.

Kroux of Barkus
The City of Walker Parks and Recreation Department 

will hold its second annual Mardi Gras-themed Bark in the 
Park and Kroux of Barkus Pet Parade on Sat. Feb. 11. All 
activities will be held in Sidney Hutchinson Park. The half-
mile parade will begin by the Challenger’s Field parking 
lot and follow the walking path in the park. The Kroux of 
Barkus pet parade will start at 11 a.m. This year’s parade 
will be led by its Grand Marshall, Bayou, owned by Chris 
and Holly Reed and Mike and Laurie Mason. Bayou was 
the No. 1 competing Giant Schnauzer throughout 2021, 
winning the 2021 AKC National Best of Show Champion 
Title. Bark in the Park will continue until 3 p.m. The ac-
tivities will include live Cajun/Zydeco music with the Band 
Nouveaux and the Xpress Train, a Zumba demonstration, 
Line Dance instruction, market and food vendors, and pet-
themed booths, including a professional photographer for 
pet portraits. All proceeds will benefit the Walker Animal 
Shelter. For an entry form and more information, please 
call 225-665-3755 or email sandi.mcgrew@walker-la.gov. 

Krewe of Diversion
The Krewe of Diversion will holds its 28th annual Mardi 

Gras boat parade on Saturday, Feb. 11. The parade will 
begin at noon. This year’s grand marshals be will Manny 
and Christine Simoneaux. Registration for the parade will 
be at Manny’s on Friday, Feb. 10, beginning at 6 p.m. the 
cost is $35 per boat, and checks must be made payable to 
LFACC (Louisiana Friends Against Childhood Cancer). All 
proceeds will benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 
Food and St. Jude items will be sold at Manny’s starting 
at noon the day of the parade. A live auction starts at 5:30 
p.m. or after all participating parade boats are back at 
Manny’s. All donations are appreciated. For more details, 
contact David or Vivian Stevens at (225) 939-2135 or (225) 
324-5695.

Krewe of Denham Springs
The Krewe of Denham Springs will hold its annual Mar-

di Gras parade on Saturday, Feb. 11. Beginning at 3 p.m., 
the parade will travel from Denham Springs High and end 
at Veterans Boulevard. Anyone interested in joining the 
parade can contact Raymond Nichols at rjnmo56@gmail.
com. Following the parade, the Krewe of Denham Springs 
will host a “Mardi Gras Mambo” at Train Station Park, 

featuring live music from Thomas Cain, the Chase Tyler 
Band, and Clay Cormier. Attending the after-party is free.

Defensive Driving class
An AARP 55 Alive Defensive Driving class will be held 

for seniors on Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2023, from 1-5 p.m. at 
the Livingston Council on Aging located at 949 Govern-
ment Drive in Denham Springs. The cost of the class will 
be $20.00 for AARP members and $25.00 for non-mem-
bers. Classes are limited to 20 people. Please call Sheri at 
664-0664 or 664-9343 for further information.

Kiwanis Club’s Clay Shoot
The Denham Springs Kiwanis Club will host a clay shoot 

fundraiser on Friday, March 10. The clay shoot will be held 
at Riverside Sporting Clays, located at 52400 LA Highway 
16 in Denham Springs. Teams can register at 8 a.m. on 
March 10, with a shotgun start set for 9 a.m. The cost is 
$600 per 4-person team. Sponsorships are also available for 
$300. There will be lunch and door prizes available.

Brice Harris Memorial Golf Tournament
The 8th Annual Brice Harris Memorial Golf Tour-

nament will be held Monday, March 23, at Greystone 
Country Club in Denham Springs. The tournament is 
a fundraiser for the Brice Harris Memorial Endowment 
Fund, which began in 2013 in memory of Brice Harris, who 
died in a one-car accident on his way to school the morn-
ing of Dec. 10, 2012. Check-in for this year’s tournament 
starts at 11 a.m., with tee-off at 1 p.m. The cost is $390 per 
three-man team, which includes entry into “Red Blast” and 

one mulligan per player. The first 30 team entries will be 
accepted, and there will be prizes for the top five teams as 
well as numerous door prizes. Lunch will be served before 
the tournament starts. To register, contact Stephen Taylor 
at (225) 931-7523 or Shelly Taylor at (225) 369-1940.

Benefit for Special Needs Youth
The 8th Annual Benefit for the Louisiana Lions Chil-

dren's Camp will be held March 25, 2023, on the large 
lot next to Little Johnny’s, located at 20300 Walker South 
(Hwy. 447). This event enables special needs youth to attend 
a week long camp free of charge. You may go to lionscamp.
org and see our camp and some of the children we serve. 
There will be a pastalaya cook-off, poker run, live auction, 
big ticket raffle, 50/50, boiled crawfish and pastalaya plates 
available, DJ Daielle Hunt with Party Tyme Productions, 
zydeco music, free face painting and much more. Bring 
your lawn chairs and have fun with us while we help these 
kids. For more information text (225) 268-5037 or (225) 
276-6575.

VFW Travelers San Antonio trip
The VFW Travelers invite you to join us on a motorcoach 

trip to San Antonio, Texas. The trip is April 3-7, 2023. The 
all-inclusive price is $540. Pick-up locations are Denham 
Springs and Lafayette, La. For more information Call Deb-
bie Sutton at (225) 665-2930 or visit www.grouptrips.com/
vfwtravelers.

(To place an item in the Coming Up section, please email 
david@lpn1898.com.)
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CLARK ROBERTSON: PRUDENCE WITH PRUNING PART 2

BY CLARK ROBERTSON 

Back To Our Roots

The home fruit orchard — every gardener’s dream 
or worst nightmare.

Many have planted a fruit tree or vine with antici-
pation of picking buckets of fruit for homemade pies, 
jellies, and jams, only to end up with barely enough 
for an afternoon snack. I’ve even watched people 
purposely purchase plants from nurseries with fruit 
on them thinking they’re getting a head start on the 
harvest potential.

When it comes to harvesting fruit, patience, plan-
ning, and pruning are the priorities.

When I say “patience” with fruit, I’m referring to 
how long from planting to f irst harvest. Depending 
on the species being grown and age of the transplant, 
this can vary between 2-12 (or more) years. While 
some plants may f lower and set fruit the same year it 
is planted, it is best to remove blooms the f irst three 
years after transplanting to allow energy the plant 
would use for fruit development to be directed to de-
veloping a strong root system.

This time is also used for training the branches and 
letting them grow so they can support the developing 
fruit.

Planning includes:
-- Location – well-drained and full-sun for most.
-- Species of fruit/varieties – which need cross polli-

nation and chilling hours?

-- Support – Is a trellis needed?
Pruning is a priority throughout the plant’s life. It 

begins at planting for training of the branches and 
limbs. This continues as the plant goes into production 
to keep it producing. Pruning is an annual event, with 
some species requiring more than others, so remember 
that when you are selecting fruit plants.

Fruit pruning to do now include: muscadines, rab-
biteye blueberries, blackberries, apples, pears, plums, 
peaches, f igs, oriental persimmons, and pawpaw. Just 
like our landscape plants, some plants f lower on last 
year’s growth, others f lower on new growth, and oth-
ers f lower on both.

Blueberries, blackberries, and muscadines produce 
on last year’s growth as do apples, pawpaws, pears, 
plums, and peaches. Figs will produce on old and new 
growth, as do the new primocane blackberry varieties.

Blackberry canes grow one year (primocane) and 
fruit the second (f loricane). The f loricanes which pro-
duced last summer should be removed at ground level. 
Once the canes have produced fruit, they will die. 
Remove old canes to give room for new primocanes.

There are new primocane fruiting varieties that 
f lower and produce fruit on the current year’s growth 
– the primocane. These varieties send up new shoots 
in the spring that f lower and produce fruit in late 
summer. The second year, those canes will produce 
fruit in the spring. Afterwards, they die like tradition-
al f loricanes and should be removed in winter.

Because blueberries produce on last year’s growth, 

only prune out older, less productive canes. After a 
cane is 3-5 years old, it becomes less productive and 
needs to be removed at ground level to give way for 
newer canes. Established plants should have about 
one-third of their canes cut out each winter. This reju-
venates the plant, allowing for good fruit production. 
Any height reduction pruning should wait until right 
after harvest in the summer.

Muscadines are native grapes that require good 
planning and pruning techniques to prepare them for 
production and keep it going strong. The new LSU 
AgCenter Muscadine guide (available online) has great 
information on how to do this.

In short, muscadines produce best when grown on 
a single wire trellis with a single branch (cordon) of 
the vine growing in opposite directions of the trunk. 
Fruiting spurs develop along the cordons and produce 
fruit the next year. Each year, the spurs are pruned 
back to three or four buds in length. After about three 
years, spurs become too long and every third spur 
needs to be cut off the cordon to allow new ones to 
develop.

Much like old fruiting spurs, this column has grown 
too long. I will wrap up the pruning series next week 
discussing the remaining fruit trees.

Clark Robertson is the assistant county agent for 
horticulture for Livingston and Tangipahoa parishes. 
For more information on these or related topics, con-
tact Clark at (225) 686-3020 or visit www.lsuagcenter.
com/livingston.


