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i ecember is the final chapter in the year 2024. We at the Hot
RSE;%IH G/ I;EZOUt D Springs Village Voice hope it’s been an exciting, blessed year for

you. We can’t talk about December without focusing on the up-
coming holidays — Christmas and New Years.

HSV Life Magazine is a monfhly publicafion of This year Christmas comes on Wednesday, Decembet 25. Prior to

. . . that day Santa Claus is finishing his last-minute preparations for all the
the Hot Springs Village Voice newspaper. For children. That sleigh will again be packed with goodies.

additional copies, visit our office. Please send Before Christmas comes the parties, the celebrations, the concerts
any questions or comments to us following our by many of Hot Springs Village’s fine choral and musical groups. They
“Viewpoints” guidelines. hellp us get into the spirit of Christmas with their singing and musical
talents.
And there’s Christmas Eve on the 24th. Gifts are placed under the
Hot Sprmgs Christmas tree, children (and adults) get excited, wondering what
Vl age Olce special item is inside that wrapping paper. Will it be that special item

you've been wanting for months? Some families hand out gifts at this
time, some wait until morning.

PO Box 8508 « 3576 N. Hwy. 7 Christmas morning kids will check that plate of cookies and that
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glass of milk to see if Santa did in fact show up. Back up in Illi-
nois where I grew up, we’d even peek outside to see if there were
any reindeer tracks. Nope, but there might be up on the roof.

Amongst all the hoopla, lets hope we keep in mind the reason
for the season, Christ’s miraculous birth. As the saying goes, it’s
the reason for the season.

[ can’t write this without also mentioning December 7, 1941, “a
date that will live in infamy,” as President Franklin D. Roosevelt
said. A day when approximately 2,300 lost their life and another
3,400 were injured. As you can tell by the November HSV Life
magazine, we at the Voice share your appreciation of our military
men and women in uniform. May they stay safe in the months to
come.

Jeft Meek
VOICE CORRESPONDENT
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/ Christmas at the Cdpztol

Arkansas State
Capitol in Little Rock
decked out for the
holiday season.

Darrell W. Brown

This month in All Around Arkansas, I wanted to
write about an Arkansas holiday tradition that’s been
in my family since I was a child — visiting the state
Capitol in Little Rock to see the spectacular outdoor
light display and beautiful decorations.

According to the Arkansas Secretary of State’s office,
the Capitol was first lit in 1939 by then-Secretary
of State Crip Hall. A patient at nearby Children’s
Hospital wrote to Hall asking him to illuminate the

6 HSV LIFE « DECEMBER 2024

Capitol so he could see the lights from his room. Hall
honored the boy’s request and had a staff electrician rig
strips of lights on metal that were then hung from the
building’s cupola. About 1,000 red and blue bulbs lit
up the capitol dome. In 1940, the Capitol’s Christmas
lights were changed to all blue bulbs and loudspeakers
were set up in the rotunda to play Christmas music.
The following year, a life size nativity scene was
set up at the front entrance of the Capitol. The lights



were illuminated on Dec. 10.Just a few days earlier, the
Japanese attacked Pear]l Harbor, marking the United
States’ entry into World War II. When asked by local
reporters whether it was appropriate to decorate the
Capitol in the wake of such an event, Hall said that in
“such unusual times, the people of Arkansas needed
to have a little reassuring normalness.”

In 1942, as the war was in full swing, the lighting
became a little more subdued with only colored flood
lights on the dome. The nativity scene also took on a
new look, featuring non-traditional figures such as
a soldier, a sailor, a Marine and a Red Cross nurse
standing guard over Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus.

The following year would mark the first time the
exterior of the state Capitol was not lit since 1939. But
some holiday decor remained; a 16-foot fir Christmas
tree, sent by Arizona Gov. Sidney Osborne, was placed
in the ground floor rotunda.

All holiday décor returned to the Capitol after the
war’s end in 1945. The dome was lit up, a live tree
was set up in the rotunda and the nativity scene
returned with the original figures. This would set
the foundation for holiday celebrations at the state
Capitol for decades to come. Unfortunately, in 1973,
due to the worldwide energy crisis, the Capitol was
not decorated. Thankfully, the lights returned to the
building the following year.

From 1995 to 2002, the State Capitol grounds were
decorated by local businessman Jennings Osborne,
who was well known in central Arkansas for the
massive light display at his home on Cantrell Road
in Little Rock. Osborne, a close friend of then-Gov.
Mike Huckabee, provided millions of twinkling white
lights to the state free of charge. The lights on the
Capitol dome were in constant motion, which gave
the structure the nickname, “the Disco Dome.” In 2006,
the tree from the rotunda was moved after an extra-
large tree knocked out parts of the Capitol’s second
floor marble railing. An artificial tree was substituted
because of the fire hazards of a live tree, but a live tree
returned in 2012.

The State Capitol lights and decorations are unveiled
at a public lighting ceremony, which are accompanied
by fireworks and a visit from Santa Claus, on the first
Saturday in December. Throughout the holiday season,
the Capitol is open from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.weeknights
and 10 am. to 9 p.m. on weekends. These times are
in effect until Jan. 2, when normal operating hours

Christmas tree in the Capitol rotunda.

resume. The Capitol is closed Christmas Day.

I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy

New Year!

A proud sixth-generation Arkansan, Darrell Brownis a lover

of all things Arkansas. He lives in Saline County with his wife,
Amy, and their Boston Terrier puppy named Tucker.. Find him
on Facebook and Instagram at AllAroundArkansas.
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FAITH FELLOWSHIP FOOD PANTRY

Faith Fellowship
Food Pantry
began serving
the community
in 2008. It’s now
the third-largest
food pantry

in Arkansas
(Suzanne
Sweeten photos)

Suzanne
Sweeten

VOICE
CORRESPONDENT

; &

Arkansas is currently ranked as the most food-
insecure state in America. The situation is dire: one in
five children sleeps hungry every night. Additionally,
one in 13 seniors over the age of 60 experiences the
same struggle, and one in six residents of Arkansas
doesn’t know where their next meal will come from.

Faith Fellowship Food Pantry gives away food twice
monthly, on the second and fourth Wednesday of each
month, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, by zip code only: the
second Wednesday, zip codes 71901 and 71949; on the
fourth Wednesday, zip codes 71909-71910-71913-71933
and 71956-71964-71968-72087. To qualify for a food
box, one must provide a valid, original ID and place
of residence, and no further questions are asked. It’s
as simple as that.

Jim Perry is the current director of Faith Fellowship

8 HSV LIFE « DECEMBER 2024

iFyou know Me.. Feed my sheep

Food Pantry. He puts into practice Jesus’ admonition
in the Bible: If you know me, feed my sheep. “It’s areal
statistic, so we're just doing our part as a faith-based
organization to offset some of this,” he imparts.

On average, about 1,000 families are fed each month.
The parking lot often fills up two or three times,
accommodating around 250 cars, many of which
have more than one family inside. Families drive up,
verify their information, and then proceed through
the distribution area, where two lanes operate
simultaneously. It takes 30 volunteers to help on both
days of the giveaways.

Perry elaborates: “Everyone receives a box of food
that includes dry goods such as cookies, potato chips,
baking items, cereal, and cereal bars. Additionally,
the box contains microwaveable meals like spaghetti



A dedicated group of volunteers work together

to ensure the needs of the community’s residents,
left to right Darren Bongo, Jan Deboer, Rick
Triolo, Jim Perry, Director of Faith Fellowship Food
Pantry, DeDee Phillips, and Steve Barnard.

dinners, fresh produce, fresh bread and pastries, and
an equivalent of 15 pounds of meat products. We
provide shelf-stable milk because it has a longer shelf
life. We obtain this through the Arkansas Food Bank,
and occasionally, Hiland Dairy supplies us with school
milk due to overruns, though this does not happen
very often.”

In 2023, Faith Fellowship Food Pantry distributed
1,020,000 pounds of food, making it the third-largest
food pantry in the state. FFFP operates as an agent
for the Arkansas Food Bank, and both organizations
collaborate with the Feeding America Program.

Perry details how FFFP manages to feed so many
people in the area: “We have a team of two—one
driver and one helper. They start at the South Central
Walmart in Hot Springs, loading up whatever pallets

of goods they have. These include dry goods, deli
items, fresh meats, dairy products, and produce. We
donot distribute anything outdated or spoiled. While
we encounter some spoilage that goes straight into
garbage containers for disposal at the Garland County
landfill.

“Next, we head over to Sam’s Club. We collect most
of what we need downtown between the Walmart
and Sam’s. We established a contract with the
Supercenter on Albert Pike about a year and a half
ago, which allows us to pick up an average of about
six pallets from them. After that, we proceed to the
HSV Walmart.

“People ask how we keep things fresh, I can explain.
We have taken on Teen Challenge. Teen Challenge
comes here on every one of these unloads. FFFP gives
them our overage on bread, pastries, and produce. We
can feed all of their students and staff three meals a
day, seven days a week, every day of the year, and that’s
a lot of food.

“We also provide food to a big food pantry in Benton,
about six to nine pallets a month. Project Hope in Hot
Springs drops by on our off-giveaway days every other

==1/5200 OFF
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Select Queen
AdJustable Bases

m FREE Mattress
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i Select King &
Queen Mattress
Set Purchases

Offer good
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handcrafted comfort i F I N A N C I N G

4735 Malvern Ave. | 501-262-1581 available through
(3 miles east of MLK Expressway) Synchrony Home

*See store for details. Price does not include mattress. No rainchecks. Limited quantity. Offer expires 12/31/24.
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Wednesday. And we load them up with four pallets
of food. Nothing goes to waste.”

Perry says, “Nothing special is planned for
Thanksgiving or Christmas because it would
be so cost-prohibitive for us. We do have local
establishments that donate hams and turkeys, but they
come in haphazardly. With our operating expenses,
if we purchase something or get something from one
of the large stores downtown, we look at things in
lots of 500; that way, everyone gets one of whatever
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Faith Fellowship
Food Pantry
distributed
1,020,000
pounds of food
in 2023.
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we take in.”

Brookshires has taken FFFP under their wing as the
pantry it wants to serve as part of their community
service. Brookshires starts around the second week
of November, making up grocery bags. It equates to
about 1000 bags of groceries, and they’re given out at
Thanksgiving and Christmas. “They’ve been a blessing
to us,” he relates.

There are many ways for the public to donate. In
the past, area residents would call FFFP if a spouse



passed away, were moving or downsizing, and ask the
pantry to pick up excess canned items and dry goods.
FFFP can box food for people in the Village and take
it to the pantry.

Perry talks about the finances of Faith Fellowship
Food Pantry. “We're running at $65,000 cash that
we need to keep our doors open. That includes diesel
fuel, diesel repair, repairing industrial refrigerators, or
replacing one. Donations and grants fund everything
we operate here. Organizations and clubs like the Hot
Springs Village Comm. Foundation, Lions, and Rotary
Clubs account for $8,000-$9,000. The rest comes from
local banks, businesses, churches, and individuals.

“Thisis called Faith Fellowship Church Food Pantry
because our 501c3 nonprofit licenses through our
church, but we call it a community pantry because 80
percent of those who come here to volunteer are from
other churches. And some of the volunteers aren’t even
churchgoerslocally. Without all these other churches
and volunteers, we couldn’t do what we do.”

For more information on Faith Fellowship Church
Food Pantry, call Jim Perry at 501-282-6559 or email
him at jphsvar@gmail.com. To donate, mail your check
or money order to Faith Fellowship Food Pantry, P.O.
Box 8473, Hot Springs Village, AR 71910.

On each
giveaway day,
the parking lot
can fill up two
or three times.
Approximately
250 cars drive
through, and
many of them
have more than
one family.
(Submitted
photo)
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Lewis Delavan

STAFF WRITER ({\ 4

Between the 10 pins and 8-balls, Villager Dean  They came to the Village around 14 years ago, and
Jackson enjoys competing and socializing in his he enjoys the scenic beauty — and the opportunity to

retirement years. bowl and shoot pool on a regular basis.

Typically he bowls and plays hilliards four days ~ “Iused to be good - I had three 300s and two 299s.”
weekly at Liberty Lanes, south of the West Gate. I'm not good any more, but I have a lot of fun,” he

“It beats sitting around at home,” he quipped while  said. Bowlers call a “300” a perfect game — it is the top
waiting on the next set of pins. possible score.

His 92nd birthday was Nov. 24. Larry Rhodes, Liberty Lanes owner/operator, is a

Working for what was then Northwestern Bell, former high-line power worker turned contractor,
Dean met his wife, Carolyn, in a Midwest dance hall.  and has worked to improve the family-owned facility
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since 2022.

Improvements including new lanes,
approaches, pin setters and other
. equipment have followed, along with
~ Professional Bowling Association events.

Photos of winners from the recent PBA50
Hot Springs Village SWA Open on Oct.
11-13 line the counter. These events attract
bowlers from states including Texas,
Oklahoma and Tennessee.

. The highest Arkansans were from HSV,

No. 14 Jessie Cannon and No. 15 Jeff Atkins.
Laurence Brandon of Murfreesboro,
i Arkansas, was No. 16.

During the winter Liberty Lanes is
open weekdays and Saturdays: 4-10 p.m.
Monday, Friday and Saturday; and 11 a.m.-
10 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday.

Dean Jackson enjoys watching Gordon Fischer’s turn recently. Also bowling
with him that day were Rip Evans and Janice Fischer. (Lewis Delavan photos)
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Carol Friedman loves to bake, cook and decorate -
and loves to share her creations with others.
(Mary Eliades photo)

C arol Friedman still cookie.”
remembers the words her grandfather said to Hedied not long after that Christmas,
her when she was a young girl and her wide-  but Carol took those words to heart.
flung family had gotten together for Christmas It was her grandfather who first
for the first time. “Make every day Christmas,”  dubbed her “Christmas Carol,” and the
he told her. “Give people a hug, hand them a  name has stuck.

Fifty-five years ago, she heard her
future husband, Bill, say he’d marry
anyone who could bake chocolate
cookies. She went straight home and

I%?;Rﬁs & 0 started working on those cookies,
HoT SPRINGS VILLAGE 1 / LlSts and ever since she has been baking,
S c OTT LOUPE T decorating, tending her gardens, and
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Carol’s model

of the HSV
Voice office
(Submitted
photo)
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Carol’s kitchen, decorated for Christmas (Submitted photo)

sharing the love with those around her.
Carol has been a diabetic for 75 years and has never eaten sweets, so she relies on her o+
taster — husband Bill - to help her adjust recipes and create new ones.
Bill is an avid golfer, and his golfing partners are the happy tasters every week of
Carol’s cookies and cakes.

Senior Finalmb

R OOFIN , o

Inotall Confidence in Your Roof!

] We also offer: o v
Windows - Siding - Gutters - Painting

(x SRS Call Today for Your FREE Estimate!

www.finaltouchroofs.com ¢ 501-525-4200 ¢ 457 West Grand Ave * Hot Springs, AR
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She recently unearthed an oldie but
goodie cookie recipe and whipped out 500
cookies to share with friends. “I usually
keep eight to 12 dozen cookies in the
fridge,” she said.

She shares her goodies with friends, local
businesses, church groups, and just about
anyone she thinks needs a bit of home-
baked cheer. “I'm pretty famous for my
apple pies and cheesecakes,” she said. She
also cooks meals for the HSV police and
fire departments and others who serve the
community.

Because of her lifelong commitment to
diabetes research and treatment, Carol
develops recipes for the Joslin Diabetes
Center and, in turn, experiments with new
food products they send her for testing.
Carol said she and Bill included a phrase
about “never a dull moment” in their
wedding vows, and added, “It’s been true.
We're still on our honeymoon.”

Carol was a petite model - she started
modeling at the age of 10 - and went
into interior design after attending
merchandising college. She had an interior
design business in Dallas and later started
a bridal show business.

After a successful career as a designer
fashion buyer, Bill followed his dream of
becoming a deacon in the Catholic church.
He recently retired - again - as hospital
chaplain at CHI St. Vincent.

Carol’s cakes are showpieces. She created
a cake for Bill's parents’ 50th wedding
anniversary that any bridal bakery would
be proud of. She often includes handmade
marzipan “fruits” and “vegetables” that are
delicious little gems.

Carol’s creative skills are not limited
to cooking and baking. To entertain her
grandchildren, she helped them make
models of buildings in the community
(including the HSV Voice office). She
recently completed a model of the new
pickleball courts at Diamante.

aV2

\\

On visits to local businesses over the
years, Christmas Carol noticed that not
all of them had holiday decorations, so
she created flexible, flat Christmas trees
that could be displayed on walls or even
around corners.

Carol and Bill have lived in the Village
24 years and have always welcomed the
local critters. She feeds the deer, turtles,
rabbits, birds — all are welcome, and
many have names. Carol even helped
deliver a baby deer when she noticed
that the mother was in distress. “Never a
dull moment,” she laughingly said. And
always a sweet surprise when she comes
knocking on your door.

/\ge Dental Group

)jcosmehc and laser dentistry
Servi

g Hot Sprlngs V|||oge since 1999

1396 DeSoto Blvd., HSV
www.hsvdg.com | 501.922.1045
Larry Powell, DDS
Chelsie Cooper, DDS
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VILLAGE PEOPLE
M. Fixer
Upper

Can you build it¢ Can you fix it¢ The
answer is “Yes” said John Tidquist.

Sandy Johansen
STAFF WRITER

John Tidquist grew up in rural Wisconsin. After
serving two years in the Military, he came home to
begin a career in logistics and transportation. He
retired as a Vice President of Sales and Marketing

. . for the Koch Companies
SIS LIRS OVl in Minneapolis,
Village for 30 years! RViifiE]#8

“Following retirement,

my wife Karen and I

/MS/\/\ v&lfere seekircllg a vlvarmer
A climate and a place to

HOT %EE{'{%%‘IAGE play golf. After much
searching, we ended up

Deb Seibert in the perfect place, Hot

Springs Village and we
are living the dream.

Cell: 501-922-7169
Office: 501-922-5252

DebHSV.com After a few years
playing golf every day, I

W just felt the need to hel
L SS};bel;;t, people and give bacE

to the community,” he
said. It began with his
church, Community of
Joy Lutheran Church.
At this point,
Tidquist got involved
with Habitat for
Humanity (HFH). “That
organization has such
a great effect on our

The

i
e {
{ieed. )

Tube in

f

4124 N. State HWY 7, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909
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John Tidquist in his Design Shop. Just one of
three areas for his creative hobbies and charity
volunteerism.

community, building homes for the needy.” He
volunteered for 17 years driving to and from Hot
Springs three or four times a week. “I learned a
lot and was involved in building 100 homes.” He
also served on the Board of HFH for 9 years with
three years as President. “The biggest benefit was
helping families also working alongside of and
meeting great friends.”

John and Karen were selected to chair the HSV
40th Anniversary appointed by Bob Shoemaker,
the POA Board of Directors President at that
time. “With the help of great committees, we
had a very successfulp 9-day celebration in April
2010.” Tidquist was off and running. He and his
committees starting meeting a year and a half
before the celebration, and scheduled 60 events
to squeeze into the 9-day period. Activities for
the 40th anniversary were numerous. The DeSoto
club was decked out like days gone by as ladies
and men were in their finest formal ware dancing
with a full orchestra. This opening celebration was
followed by multi-day events involving not only
members of HSV, but surrounding schools and



residents participating.

Along with his good friend Ron Tetu, John
started a HSV support group called Propert
Owners United. This group later joined wit
Friends of Hot Springs Village. “It was then I met
John Hollansworth who became a close friend and
with his great enthusiasm, he was a wonderful
mentor to me.” Tidquist served on the Friends
Board for 16 years and was President for 12 years.
“Friends was a very strong and positive support
for the POA Board and Hot Springs Village.”

Many of the HSV community groups lead from
one toanother. The Village Community Foundation
was and is an outstanding organization, and
Tidquist served on their Board for three years.
“It was exciting to help our community with
scholarships and grants to many students.”

Hot Springs Vi%lage Good Samaritan, a great

Was there a race horse named Tidquist? Yes
and John’s buddies at Brookshire Farm in New
York was happy to run this little boy, named

) - g : 8 after their good friend. The very special horse
amenity for HSV, invited Tidquist to their  5ctyally wogn s few races. v eP

Advisory Board on which he served for 10 years.
The Inter-Service Club is a group organizing
the picking up of trash on HSV roads. Voluntary

Building Relationships.
/\\/\\ Enhancing Lives.
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CREATIVE STRATEGIES

Helping retirees spend their
money with confidence!

Our team has over eighty years of combined
experience in creating dynamic, comprehensive
approaches to retirement planning.

Contact us for a complimentary review. &
5019229259  \//NERNEmes

MWARetirement.com RS #18246987
jhorton@mforcecapital.com | 501-922-9259 | www.MWARetirement.com | 412 Ponce de Leon HSV, AR 71909

Investment Advisor Representative of Sanctuary Advisors, LLC. Advisory services offered through Sanctuary Advisors, LLC., an SEC Registered Investment Advisor. mFORCE Capital is a DBA of Sanctuary Advisors, LLC
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John and Karen Tidquist enjoying the afternoon of golf
with their grandchildren, Charlie and Cooper Gaffney.

trash is picked up three times a year with Tidquist
leading the group for nearly four years. These
specially given days are called Village Pride Days.
Many proud resicf/ents participate.

“My time with the Trails Committee was four
years, serving as chairman for one year. This
committee is one of the main interests to many
residents for restoring energy or casual walking,”
he said.

Who said retirement was going to be relaxing?
It was just the beginning %or John and Karen
Tidquist, working tirelessly on Community events
either together or separately. “I couldn’t have done

DiamanTE
%ue the gma/’ ;{l:/e

Private Country Club

501-922-1114

diamantecc.com

this without Karen’s help,” said John.

Two ad-hoc committees followed regarding
Village Signage and Election Procedures and
again, Tidwell stepped up to the plate. The
committee not only reviews resigent signs
placed on properties, but it also is involved
in suggestions for new signs.

“When COVID was bringing everything
down, a friend and I started building desks
for the kids who had to study at home. We
found out they didn’t have any place to finish
their homework except perhaps the couch
or a kitchen table,” He and his friends built
18 desks and he was helped for material
costs by his giving neighgors. Many local
families couldn’t afford special desks for their
children.

Last, but certainly not least, neighbors are
important, as John proved to be when Beverly
Tallent walked her dog. “She asked if I could
build a casket for her dog and I asked what
dog? She said he’s the one standing here and
he’s sick.” Tidquist looked down on the dog
and he built the casket big enough for a pillow
in it as she requested. “She sent me a thank you
card after her pet was buried in the casket I built,”
he said. “I was so honored.”

John and Karen have played golf with The
Village Couples many years, and he was selected
as president for two years. The couple can be seen
at numerous golf and social events here in HSV.

“I have found volunteering and helping people
is the most satisfying thing in my life. You meet
great people that also like the same joy of helping
others. There is no better feeling than being able
to help someone.”

Championship Golf Course | Fine & Casual Dining | Tennis | Pickleball | Pool | Social Events
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Robin Raborn Burns
VOICE CORRESPONDENT

It began in 2002 at the suggestion of Reverend
Bill Leslie, the Senior Pastor at Christ of the Hills
United Methodist Church (COHUMC). Leslie had
instituted this program in other churches he served
and that legacy continues today as a vital program
at COHUMC.

The concept was built around the premise that each
time a member of the Church comes to worship, even
though they tithe and pledge, an offering should be
given in thanksgiving to God for blessings received.

Each person places one dollar in the offering plate.
These dollars are kept in a separate designated
account and allocated to various charities at the end
of the year.

The motion was adopted by the Church Council
and the Council administered the fund for 2002 and
2003. In 2004, the job was delegated to the Mission
Committee with the Church Council vote being
designated as the final approval of the selections.

Each September, grant applications are available
for charitable organizations; applications are due
back in mid October. Specifically, the grant can
only be used for a standalone project; it cannot be
combined with other funds that are allocated for
the project. The organization must be one that is a
501(c) (3) charitable organization, located within and
benefitting people within 50 miles of Hot Springs
Village.

The Missions Committee reviews the applications

HSY CHURCHES

Christ of the Hills United Methodist Church.
(Robin Raborn Burns photos)

The COHUMC sign.
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The sanctuary — where the giving happens.

and interviews representatives of the organization
regarding the specifics of the request. The dollar value
of each request varies depending on the requests
received. Requests range from shelving units for food
pantries, computers, appliances, linens, a pallet jack,
a fork lift and a set of bleachers.

The first year, $10,000 was received; over the years
total amount received during the year now averages
$23,000. The number has risen from approximately 6

“Thank you for voting me in the TOP 3 FOR BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT."

Toll Free: (888) 828-9478
Office: (501) 922-3777
Email: janeholl@ipa.net

Website: HSVAgent.com

R E/MAX

HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE
1400 DeSoto Blvd. in the RE/MAX Center

LIST WITH THE BEST & GET THE BEST RESULTS|
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grant requests to approximately 18-20 each year. In
2012, the Missions Committee deemed that the largest
amount given each year would be designated as the
“Bill Leslie Memorial Award.”

At the end 0f 2023, $489,746 had been raised - in July
of 2024, over $500,000. It is certainly hard to argue the
significance of that ripple of blessings.

COHUMC Minister of Music Ken McKay says
“that the dollar a week giving program is so successful
because people want to belong to a church, and tithe to
a church where they can see their donations working
in their community. Through the tireless efforts of
volunteers, COHUMC provides food, clothing, and
essential items to hundreds of individuals throughout
the region.

Church member Chuck Miller says that “just
this small amount, one dollar a week, is amazing.
This giving program has helped to transform our
community. Together we have made a significant
difference - funding essential products, uplifting local
families and creating lasting change.”



CRAWLSPACE
DOCTOR of Ankiniis
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We’ll transform your
unhealthy home into
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=« Water & Moisture Issues
* Crawlispace Encapsulation s
* Crawlspace Structural Repair
* Crawlspace Mold Prevention

| ﬁfui:& Family-Owned IT'S TIME TO
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CrawlspaceDoctorofArkansas.com GET A Fnee QUOTE: 501-335-9911



CEDAR MOUNTAIN BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB

Gearing OUp

Suzanne Sweeten
VOICE CORRESPONDENT

The Cedar Mountain Boys and Girls Club is
unique to most Boys and Girls Clubs in the United
States. Collaboration with Great Futures Daycare can
provide continuity of care, servicing children from
birth through eighteen. CMBG offers summer and
afterschool programs to 75 children each day, and
Great Futures accommodates 85, sometimes more,
children.

Club Director Susan Clark explains, “A majority of
those who attend the CMBGC come from families
who qualify for free or reduced lunch at school.
Similarly, half of the families utilizing the Great
Futures Daycare receive state vouchers to help
with childcare costs. These statistics highlight the
economic struggles many families face, making the
service provided by CMBGC and Great Futures

Medicare Annual Enroliment Help.

Affordable

HEALTH ano LIFE

Brian Kulis‘

AffordableHealthLife.com Local Agent
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Susan Clark is the director of the Cedar Mountain
Boys and Girls Club. (Submitted photos)

Daycare even more critical.”

Clark believes the combination of early childhood
and school-aged care allows the organization to
support families throughout various stages of their
child’s development, ensuring continuity of care and
support.

November found the CMBGC honoring United
States Military Veterans. The club held a special
event where the children, working with staff, cooked
and served a delicious meal. This showcased their
teamwork and sense of responsibility, helping them
learn the importance of service and giving back to
those who sacrificed for the country.

Clark recounts the Thanksgiving celebrations at
the club, “The CMBGC continued its beloved Turkey
Bingo tradition. Before Fall Break, the club hosted a
special family night of fun, laughter, and excitement.
During the event, families played Turkey Bingo,
enjoyed refreshments, and participated in raffles for
prizes for all ages. The night’s highlight came when
someone excitedly yelled ‘Bingo,’ the lucky winner



\ ' TUREE

‘—‘*\: A ING’I'O

RESORT HO"l;,EL & SBA
\ - SCAN TO-JOIN-“THE™

CELEBRATION!

239 Central Ave, Hot Springs, AR 71901 | (501) 623-7771
info@arlingtonhotel.com | arlingtonhotel.com




received a complete Thanksgiving meal, including all
the fixings needed to prepare a feast for their family.
The children were so proud when they won a meal
for their family.”

The CMBGC made certain no child went hungry
during the holiday break. A Thanksgiving food bag
program allowed children to take home bags filled
with easily prepared meals, including breakfast, lunch,
snacks, and dinner. The bags are essential for children
who rely on the school districts for meals and may need
extra food assistance while school is out.

Thanksgiving is over, and the CMBGC, especially
Great Futures, is gearing up for Christmas and a visit
from Santa Claus. Angel Trees are a long-standing
tradition within each club, where the children’s names
are placed on a tree. Hot Springs Village residents
can come to pick a name and supply that child with
their “Santa’s Wish List.” Angel Trees and a generous
financial donation help guarantee no one is left behind.

“Besides giving gifts, the club supports families by
providing Christmas dinners. These meals enable
families who may otherwise struggle to enjoy a special
meal together during the holiday season. Like during
Fall Break, food bags are distributed during the winter
holidays to assist families facing food insecurity,”
Clark adds.

If she could sit on Santa’s knee and have three
wishes granted, they would be increased funding for
expanded programming, a larger facility with a gym,
and scholarships for every child in need. She believes
these wishes represent a solid commitment to the
children and families in HSV and the surrounding
communities.

“First, with additional resources, we could

MEDICARE INSURANCE QUESTIONS

Turning 652 On Disability? Just Moved?

E o

Contact Local Independent Agent

JAMIE SELDEN

for a “No-Cost” Consultation

ALL ABOUT YOU Medicare Insurance
501-922-9898 or 501-441-4591
3560 N. Hwy. 7, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909

‘We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently, we represent 7 organizations which offer 107 products in your area.
Any information we provideis limited to those plans we do offer in your area.
Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all your options.
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CMBGC sees each child’s family receives a
complete Thanksgiving meal, including all the
fixings needed to prepare a feast for their family.

provide more educational, recreational, and social
opportunities to help children grow and thrive.
Second, we are outgrowing our current space. A gym
would expand our physical activity programs and
host indoor sports, while a larger space would allow
us to serve more children. Finally, scholarships would
guarantee that no child is ever turned away due to
financial constraints.

CMBGC and Great Futures require the aid and
assistance of the Hot Springs Village community to
continue their good works. For more information on
the Angel Trees or to contribute, contact Clark at
Susan@schgclub.com, call (501) 984-6996, or drop
by the Cedar Mountain Boys and Girls Club at 5050
North Hwy 7, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909.



4 unique holiday party themes

The holiday season is a festive time of year filled
with plenty of opportunities to socialize with friends
and family. Parties abound this time of year, and many
people may find themselves hosting everything from
intimate gatherings to large family dinners.

As people will be attending many ditferent events
in the weeks to come, savvy hosts and hostesses may
want to set their occasions apart in different ways.
One option is to pick an entertaining party theme that
guests can get excited about. A fun theme can provide
a break from the standard traditions. Consider these
four unique party themes when planning holiday
parties.

1. Ornament exchange

Decorating the home is commonplace this time of
year. Who couldn’t use a new trinket for the mantle
or an ornament to adorn the tree? Ask all guests to
bring a gift-wrapped ornament to the party. Then
place numbers in a bowl and have each guest draw

Welcoming Dr. Albezargan

Dr. Fatin Albezargan is accepting new patients at the
Health Center in Hot Springs. As a primary and family
care doctor, Dr. Albezargan offers wellness visits, acute
illness care, treatment for chronic diseases, and more.
She is fluent in English and Arabic, and is an excellent
choice for patients seeking a compassionate and
knowledgeable family physician.

Schedule an appointment c; D. C
by calling 501.915.0837 a4 PNkl\!::RI/CIt

ssssssssssssssssssssssss
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Holiday party fun.

a number; this is the order in which they will then
select an ornament. After the first person makes
their selection, subsequent guests can choose a new
ornament from the pile or ‘steal’ one from those already
picked. The guest who picked first then has one last
chance to keep or steal at the end.

2. Tropical holiday

The weather outside may be frightful, but a tropical
island party can be utterly delightful. Give the event an
island flair with fruity drinks, grilled kabobs, coconut
desserts, and steel-drum music.

VILLAGE

HEARING CLINIC §
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3. Grinchy party

A party devoted
to the Dr. Seuss
character The
Grinch can be a
fun way to pass
time together.
While the holidays
are supposed to
be holly and jolly,
-~ a Grinch-themed
party can put the
emphasis on being
a little bit more
naughty than nice.
And who doesn’t
enjoy an ample
serving of roast
beast? Have guests
come decked
out in Grinch
costumes oOr
Grinch emblazoned t-shirts or other clothing.

4. Christmas karaoke

Set up the karaoke machine or utilize one of the
services available online, and make sure that guests
are prepared to belt out their favorite holiday tunes
whether traditional carols or pop hits. A group
of ladies can join together for The Waitresses’
“Christmas Wrapping” or guests can try their hands
at hitting the high notes of Mariah Carey’s ubiquitous
“AllT Want for Christmas Is You.” Chances are serving
some liquid courage will help guests loosen up and be
more inclined to grab the microphone.

These are just a few different party themes that
holiday hosts can consider this season.

501-337-6222
\  Hearing Aids
Hearing Exams

Marilyn Phelan

Certified Audiologist
CCC-A/SLP

ARhearinghealth.com



3 WAYS

S orting Local Shop local this holiday season for gifts that keep
Busineus%%s Returns Money | on giving back to our community and economy!

to Our Community:
289% ore

Revenue
$68 is retained for the local

of eve 100 economy by local retailers
ry $ than by chain stores

e r——

1 DIRECT
Local businesses pay into the !qgal
economy through inventory, utilities,
equipment and employee wages.

2 INDIRECT spent at local
' t stores stays
These dollars spent by local businesses a . \ :
local businesses continue to recirculate in in the local 1 36% More Charitable
the community. economy Donations

are made by small businesses
per employee than by businesses with
500 or more employees

3 INDUCED
More consumer spending occurs as
employees, business owners and others
spend resulting income locally.

e ——— m— Sources: Capital One Shopping Research 2024, Independent Business Alliance

HORMONE THERAPY | JOINT INJECTIONS | WEIGHTLOSS | LONGEVITY | TOTAL HEALTH

FUNCTIONAL WELLNESS | SKIN HEALTH | AESTHETIC SERVICES | MEMBERSHIPS

Gift Certificates

Iness P Auniloll]

HEALTH & BEAUTY REDEFINED

e%/ O n d Holiday Gift Bundles +
-

. .

@ Call 501-476-7171 to schedule an appointment or visit beyondwellnessar.com

Hot Springs Little Rock Hillcrest

25255 AR-5K 232816 Chenal P 623 Beechwood
Lonsdale, AR 72087 Little Rock, AR Little Rock, AR 72205
*outside of HSV east gate coming soon!
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Be mindiul of pets during llle

holiday season

The magic and wonder of the holiday season can
be enthralling for people of all ages. There is so much
to see and do during the holiday season, making it
easy to forge lasting memories.

With so much to do in December, life at home
can sometimes feel a little hectic, especially for the
family pet. Although the holidays can be exciting,
the season can induce anxiety in pets. Pets like cats
and dogs often thrive on routine and familiarity.
Switch up that routine and various behavioral issues
can arise, including having accidents in the home.
Pets also may become more destructive, chewing
or clawing at items to release pent-up tension and
anxiety. Pet owners who want the season to be
festive for their pets can consider the following
strategies.

e Gradually introduce new items. Gradually
decorate living spaces so pets can grow acclimated
to their newly decorated environs. Add a few pieces
to rooms each day until you finally have all of your
decorations out for display. This way pets can sniff
around the decorations and realize they do not pose
a threat.

e Keep familiar pet belongings. Try not to upset
the apple cart too much in regard to pets’ cherished
possessions. For example, do not move the dog bed
from the living room and place the Christmas tree in
its place. Pets need that familiarity and having some of
their items with familiar smells can make for a smooth
adjustment to holiday decorations.

e Designate a pet-safe zone. If you will be inviting
people over during the holidays, set aside a room
for pets so they can be in relative quiet away from
boisterous crowds. Locking pets away also helps
prevent their escape from the home as guests come
and go.

e Secure the tree and other decorations. Pets are
often curious about new things, and they may climb
or paw at items to try to understand them better.
Decorative items may end up being knocked over by
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curious pets. Secure the tree using a string and an
anchor to the ceiling or wall like you might secure
a large screen TV to prevent it from tipping over.
Keep breakable ornaments and other trinkets behind
display cases or beyond the reach of pets.

e Discourage pets from using decorations as toys.
Reprimand pets or move them away from holiday
decor so they don’t get the idea that these items are
now their toys.

e Be careful with holiday foods. Holiday foods and
desserts are rich and full of ingredients that may not
be healthy for pets. Keep a secure lid on trash pails
and remind holiday guests that pets should not be
fed table scraps.



Maximize outdoor spaces during Holidays

The holiday season
comes at a time when the |
weather can be anywhere
from cool to frigid. But
evenif the weather outside
is somewhat frightful,
holiday entertaining in
outdoor spaces can still
be delightful. Making the
most of outdoor spaces
during the holidays and
the rest of the winter can
enable guests to spread
out, which should make
things more comfortable
for them. With that goal
in mind, the following
are some tips for putting
outdoor areas to good use
when hosting loved ones
this holiday season.

Why Wait to Donate?
@FREE Donation Pickup

@ FREE Deconstruction for Remodelers

O Affordable Home Goods for Redecorators

@Usable Materials Skip the Landfill

Hot Springs Village

Y O
m ReStGre® 3825 Highway 7 North

Garland County Habitat for Humanity 501-624-3333
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e Decorate first. An easy way to make outdoor
entertaining spaces more welcoming is to coordinate
the decor with the interior of the home. Greenery
wrapped with lights around railings and fencing can
create the perfect ambiance. Candles, wreaths and
small, decorated Christmas trees can finish the effect.

e Consider a fire or heating element. Unless you
live in a temperate climate, you'll need some way to
keep guests warm. Center the outdoor entertaining
space around a fire pit, outdoor fireplace or an outdoor
heater. Make sure to illuminate the outdoor area so
that guests can find their way around with ease.

e Host an early gathering. The sun sets early in fall
and winter, so it may not only get colder, but also
darker at a time when guests typically arrive. Think
about moving up the start time of your holiday event
if you'll be having an outdoor area, so guests can see
one another and stay a little warmer.

e Use the grill. Keep foods warm by using the grill
or an outdoor griddle; otherwise, set up the food
buffet-style inside so guests can make their plates and
gravitate where they feel comfortable.

e Provide blankets or fleeces. In addition to warming
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elements around your entertaining space, stock a large
basket with cozy throws, blankets or fleece jackets
that guests can use to warm up. Hats and scarves also
may be appreciated.

e Invest in waterproof furniture. Upgrade your
exterior seating with plush outdoor couches and
lounges that are decked out in weather-resistant
fabrics. Make them more comfortable with throw
pillows that coordinate with a holiday entertaining
theme.

e Set up two drink stations. Set up beverages both
inside and outside the home so guests can easily refill
their drinks wherever they are relaxing. Think about
having some warm drinks outside, such as mulled
cider or hot chocolate, so guests can be warmed from
the inside as well.

e Use a wireless speaker. A Bluetooth-enabled
wireless speaker placed outside allows guests to listen
to holiday tunes while they are enjoying themselves.

Using well-equipped outdoor areas for entertaining
can expand the possibilities and guest list for holiday
gatherings.
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Hot Springs Village Voice Travel Club

HURRY! SPACE IS LIMITED! MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY!

2025 TRIPS!

Athens & The Greek Isles - 9 Days - April 29-May 7
Canadian Rockies & Glacier National Park - 7 Days - June 11-17
Alpine Swiss Villages & Rails - 9 Days - Aug. 12-20
Great Trains & Grand Canyons - 6 Days - Oct. 19-24
Montreal & Quebec City Christmas - 6 Days - Dec. 10-15

GIVE THE

Fftof Travet | &

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

Join us for an informative
question & answer session

Thurs., Dec.521pm

in the Ouachita Room,
Ponce de Leon Center (Woodlands)

RSVP to 501-623-6397 or email jallen@hsvvoice.com
BOOKING DISCOUNTS WILL BE OFFERED!

Pickup your trip brochures at our office or visit HSVVOICE.
COM & click the “Tour With Us” banner for more info!

Hot Springs
Vil Yoice
501-623-6397

jallen@hsvvoice




DECEMBER EVENTS

Village Chorale - The Joy of Christmas
Woodlands Auditorium

December 3 at 7 p.m. . .
P Hot Springs Concert Band Christmas Concert

Woodlands Auditorium

World Tour of Wines - Spain December 12 at 7 p.m.

Coronado Center

December 5 at 6 p.m.
Leave No Trace Workshop

Lake Catherine State Park

Oaklawn Opcnmg Day December 14 from 8 a.m. to noon

Oaklawn Racing Casino Resort
December 6 at 11 a.m. .
Cocoa, Cookies and Carols

Colt and the Old 45 Coronado Center
December 15 at 2 p.m.
Coronado Center

December 7 at 7 p.m.

100th Anniversary Gala at the Arlington
Arlington Resort Hotel
December 31 at 7 p.m.

Christmas in the Village
Woodlands Auditorium
December 8 at 3 p.m.

Yuletide Cheer Celebration
Woodlands Card Room
December 8 at 4:30 p.m.

Hot Springs Christmas Parade
Downtown Hot Springs
December 9 at 6:30 p.m.

Piccolo Zoppe Winter Circus
Former Majestic Hotel site
December 11-15

Century 21  Century 21- United

in Hot Springs & Hot Springs Village

Realtor®

501.922.8009

501.223.2521(brokerage)
DonnaBiggC21@gmail.com

@DonnaBigg “‘
www.C21UnitedHSV.co




Building Trust with Quality Work - WE’LL GET THE JOB DONE!
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CONSTRUCTION .
& RESTORATION -
Serving the Central Arkansas Area Specializing in 5
* Fire, Water & Storm Restoration * Remodeling 5
* Roofing * New Construction ¢ Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
* FINANCING AVAILABLE « WORKMANSHIP WARRANTY -

-~ ~, A —~/ ‘
w0 //‘W/’ Yl Jl /122l ///57 ~
Choosing Mystical Construction 2 4_HOUR % [ " )

means investing in Quality,
Reliability, & Peace of Mind.

Our seasoned team of professionals uses
their extensive experience to deliver results
that exceed expectations.

EMERGENCY
SERVICE
AVAILABLE

We understand that every project is unique,
which is why we provide personalized
solutions tailored to your specific needs.

With our financing options, we make it
easier for you to complete your project.

We also offer free estimates, allowing you
to plan your project with no hidden costs.

4 —
et §07-455-0411
THE DIFFERENCE. WWW.CALLMYSTICAL.COM
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GIFT WRAP
PAPIER CADEAU
PAPEL DI RIGALD

YOUR CHOICE

Papercraft

35 sq. ft. Children's or Traditional

Christmas Wrapping Paper 30 in. x 14 1t.

Comes in a variety of themes. T 130 565, 274 738

75 sq. ft. Whimsical or Traditional Christmas
Wrapping Paper, 4.99 1131333 274 741

¥t

or more

Safe Step’ Sterilite’

25 |b. Enviro-Blend 6300 Ice Melter
Effectively melts down to -10°F. Contains

YOUR CHOICE

Holiday Wonderland®
300 ct. Christmas lcicle Light
Set Choose blue, multicolor or clear.
Features 2-pk. of 150 ct. lights.
Outdoor use. White wire. 24 in.

Iead. Total bength = approximately
20 ft. 7407 335, 426; 523 084

YOUR CHOICE

Sylvania

100 et. Mini LED Light Set Choose warm white
or multicolor, Glass incandescent look. Green wire.
For indoor and outdoor use. UL listed. T 130 776, 779

Save

20%

or more

18 gal. Red Storage Tote
Seasonal red color is perfect for
storing holiday décor. Snap-on

powerful MG 104® melting catalyst to help = == . Mokdedt harchess for sasy

prevent refreezing. Fast-acting formula. Safer
for people, pets and lawns. T 538 637
20 Ib. Sure Paws" Ice Melter, 15.98 T 148818

Donate your change in December
and we will match it to benefit

Make &Wish

transport. Dimensions: 23'4L x
184%W x 16'4H in. W 204 527




