
AN EDITION OF THE 

Unveiling a mural dedicated to childhood literacy
Roger Walsh, Andre Chaney, and Thomas Walsh (left to right) add finishing touches to a mural scheduled
to be dedicated Saturday, Oct. 14, at Germantown ArtHaus, a community arts and education center at
6228 Germantown Ave. The mural, which features 200 self-portraits created by youngsters and adults, is
a collaboration among ArtHaus founder and artist Keisha Whatley, artist Khalid Dennis, Mural Arts, the Mt.
Airy CDC, Read by the 4th literacy initiative and Jumpstart Germantown community real estate develop-
ment program. The dedication is from noon to 2 p.m. and will include family-friendly activities, coloring sta-
tions, face painting and music. To RSVP visit Eventbrite.com. 
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Community

by Kyle Bagenstose

In Philadelphia neighbor-
hoods where the clank-
clank-beep-beeps of

construction noise permeate
the air, longtime residents
often read the white Tyvek sid-
ing of new construction like a
billboard: “Greedy developer at
work here.”

But does it have to be that
way?

Rhakeim Miller hopes not.
Just a few years ago, Miller was
getting an up-close look at
housing pressures in German-
town, a real estate market
quickly gaining steam, as
Neighborhood Advisory Com-
mittee manager for the non-
profit Germantown United
Community Development
Corporation. As a former grass-
roots organizer and public ser-
vant in New York City, Miller’s

task was to use his experience
to help Germantown residents
navigate difficult situations.

“Most of what I did was hous-
ing work, focused on helping
folks who were facing foreclo-
sure getting different resources
to save their homes,” Miller
said. 

Just a few years later, Miller
has left the CDC and now
views housing through a very

Jumpstart keeps profits local
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The Pink Edition in support of Breast Cancer Awareness is co-sponsored

by Temple Health-Chestnut Hill Hospital and Fox Chase Cancer Center

by Jef f Meade

In the United States, the
average risk of a woman
developing breast cancer

in a lifetime is about 1 in 8.
On the other hand, breast
cancer death rates have been
falling steadily since 1989,
declining by 43 percent
through 2020, according to
the American Cancer Soci-
ety.

Dr. Allison A. Aggon, an
oncologist at Temple Fox
Chase Cancer Center, sees
reason for hope this October,
which is breast cancer aware-
ness month. Now practicing
at Temple Health-Chestnut
Hill Hospital, Aggon credits
earlier and better detection
and enhanced treatment
methods as cause for opti-
mism.

“I think the advances we’re
seeing are primarily in the
medicine realm and also the
radiation realm,” she says.
“With surgery, we’re tending
to try and decrease side effects
and morbidity,” she says. “But
really the survival gains are
with the different medicines
that are being trialed and
offered over the last 10 years.
It’s a pretty exciting time
from the medical oncology
standpoint to see how these
options are benefiting
patients.”

Still, there’s a long way to
go. Consider these American
Cancer Society statistics:

- Breast cancer remains the
most common cancer among
women in the U.S., except for
some forms of skin cancer,
accounting for 30 percent of
all cancers in women annual-
ly. 

- The disease most com-
monly affects middle-aged
and older women. The medi-
an age of diagnosis is 62. 

- The disease strikes earlier
in Black women than in
white women, and has the
highest rate of death. Doctors
believe the disparity is
because 1 in 5 Black women
develops a particularly aggres-

(Continued on page 15)



More than 150 members of
the Springside Chestnut
Hill Academy (SCH)

community—alumni, parents,
students, and friends—recently
celebrated the success of the
school’s robotics program and the
many contributors who have
played a critical role in shaping it
over the years at the school’s
Chestnut Hill campus.

Starting in a utility closet with
just eight students, the co-
founders and leaders of the pro-
gram, Peter Randall ’69 and Rob
Ervin H’08, have grown the
Robotics and Engineering
Department to become what it is
today: a world-recognized power-
house of a program that now
boasts 15 robotics teams that
include 150 students in grades 1
through 12.

Team 1218, the SCH Upper
School robotics team, has quali-
fied for 18 of 19 World Champi-
onships during that time, won
Worlds in 2019, and graduated
about 15-20 percent of its stu-
dents into top-notch university
engineering programs over the
past two decades, including MIT,
Caltech, Princeton, Penn,
Columbia, Brown, Carnegie Mel-
lon, Johns Hopkins, RPI, WPI,
Virginia Tech, Drexel, Temple,
Rose-Hulman, and all three mili-
tary academies. Graduates have
gone on to jobs at Google, Tesla,
Boeing, and SpaceX, and they’re
also making strides as innovative
entrepreneurs.

Randall expanded the program
to include robotics programs in
all divisions, inspiring all stu-
dents in all grades to find joy and
inspiration in STEM. The pro-
gram and its leaders were also
instrumental in the founding of
the school’s hallmark Center for
Entrepreneurial Leadership pro-
gram.

The recipient of an “All-Star
Teacher of the Year” award from
the Phillies in 2020, Randall was
nominated for teaching students
“how to approach complex prob-
lems they’ve never seen before
and to solve them using persever-
ance, resourcefulness, resilience,
teamwork, and communication.”

Rob Ervin, Peter’s left and
right hand in the robotics lab,
was also recognized with a Life-
time Achievement Award.

“While Rob’s mechanical acu-
men is extraordinary—he has an
ability to fabricate almost any-
thing—and his contributions to
Team 1218 are legendary, his real
magic was getting kids excited
about tackling tough problems
and embracing the teamwork
required to do it at the most com-
petitive levels,” Randall said.

Two of the program’s “best and
brightest” were also recognized
with Alumni Achievement
Awards: Chesley Roebuck ’06
and Charlie Frank ’09.

Roebuck is the founder and
executive director of Emerging
Leaders in Technology and Engi-
neering, Inc. (ELiTE), a commu-
nity-based youth development
organization. Chesley’s numerous
awards and recognitions include
being named by Forbes Magazine
as one of ‘30 Under 30 in Educa-
tion’ in 2016 and honored along-
side President Barack Obama as
the recipient of the Evelyn
Kamen Rising Star Award in
2017.

In addition, Scott Rankin,
who, according to Randall, was
“one of the first members of the
SCH family to completely ‘get
it,’” was honored with the Ser-
vice to Robotics Award, and Spe-
cial Contribution Awards were
presented to Jono Frank ’69, Lisa
Gemmill, Dick Hayne, Jim Huf-
faker, Charles B. Landreth ’66,

James Martin ’99, Gordon
McLennen, Ben Pedano, Karen
Pedano, Donna Schapiro, and
David Sheffield.

“Under the tutelage of our
incredible faculty who are dedi-
cated to hands-on, experiential
learning, robotics students have
learned how to solve problems
not just at the start of a project
but again and again over the term
and through the years,” said Head
of School Delvin Dinkins. “They
figure out how to ask good ques-
tions and come up with solu-
tions.”
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SCH Academy robotics celebrates success

ALL MEETINGS ARE 
OPEN  TO THE PUBLIC

Tues., Oct. 17
Development Review 
Committee Meeting

7:00 pm
Via Zoom
Agenda
• 900 Wises Mill Rd - Wis-
sahickon Valley Park (Zoned
SO-POA): Friends of the
Wissahickon plan to restore
a 240-foot portion of the col-
lapsed Valley Green Run
stream channel and eroding
banks in response to increas-
ing stormwater events. A
variance is required because
the project will disturb areas
with a steep slope of greater
than 25%. This is the official
RCO meeting for this project.

• 209 W. Chestnut Hill Ave -
Greylock (Zoned RSD-1):
Proposal to convert existing
house and garage to
dwelling units, build two
houses, and one multi-family
dwelling. Refusals for 1)
More than one principal
building on lot; 2) Steep
Slope; 3) under required
amount of tree replacement;
4) rear yard set back 18 '
where 30' is required.  This is
the first review of this pro-
posed project as part of the
development review process.

• 7918 Ardleigh (Zoned RSA-
3): Refusal for Visitor Accom-
modation (Air B&B without
Owner occupation) in Resi-
dential district;  3 units. This
is the first review of this pro-
posed project as part of the
development review process.

Tues., Oct. 24
Special Meeting of the Devel-
opment Review Committee –
Reminder: this meeting is
open to the public

7:00 pm
Via Zoom
Agenda
For Preliminary, Pre-Regula-
tory Review:
• 208-10 Rex Ave - Develop-
ment proposal for existing
mansion and surrounding
property

To register for this meeting
go to: https://www.chest-
nuthill.org/2023_upcoming_m
eetings.php

The meetings listed are sub-
ject to change, please check:
https://www.chestnuthill.org/2
023_upcoming_meetings.php
for any changes in agenda,
meeting date or time.

Greylock development
plan up for discussion
by Carla Robinson

Anumber of community
meetings regarding cur-
rent development plans

for the Greylock Estate at 209 W.
Chestnut Hill Ave. have been
scheduled in preparation for a
Philadelphia Zoning Board meet-
ing on Dec. 13. 

The proposed project calls for
the existing mansion to be devel-
oped into four condo units and
the carriage to become two condo
units, as well as one five-unit
building and two two-unit twins
to be constructed at the rear of the
property.

Developer Greylock Develop-
ment Partners, headed by preser-
vationist developer Lavi
Shenkman, is seeking four vari-
ances in order to complete the
project. They include permission
to build multi-family housing on a
single-family residential lot,
exceed the rear yard setback
requirements for that construc-
tion, install a required septic sys-
tem into a steep slope and take
down and replace some trees.

The first community meeting
on the matter is scheduled for
Oct. 17, when the Chestnut Hill
Community Association’s Devel-
opment Review Committee will
hold its initial meeting to review
the suggested plans.

Two meetings are scheduled for
Nov. 2, at two different times, one

with the CHCA’s Land Use,
Planning and Zoning subcommit-
tee and another with the Chest-
nut Hill Conservancy’s Historic
District Advisory Committee.

Next, the Development Review
Committee, which includes all
the Registered Community Orga-
nizations in Chestnut Hill, is
scheduled to meet. Based on the
recommendations of the other
subcommittees and public input,
it will make a recommendation on
Nov. 21. 

That recommendation is sched-
uled to be presented and voted
upon at the CHCA’s full board
meeting on Nov. 30. The recom-
mendation will be sent to the
city’s zoning board in advance of
the December 13 hearing regard-
ing the variance requests.

Set on 7 acres bordering Wis-
sahickon Valley Park, Greylock
Mansion was built in the early
1900s by a steel magnate who used
stone quarried from the grounds to
construct the 8-bedroom, nearly
19,000-square-foot home.

The property has sat vacant and
deteriorating for many years.
Assessed at just under $3 million
and was about $1.6 million in
debt when it was repossessed by
lenders in 2004, by a group known
as Greylock Holdings LLC, in
2004. 

For more information or to regis-
ter for meetings go to chest
nuthill.org. 

chestnuthilllocal.com 
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OF COURSE, THE ASSET PROTECTION IS PRETTY NICE, TOO.

People come to  
The Hill for the luxury. 

The community. 
The beauty.

From beautifully appointed residential options and luxury amenities to  
impeccable service and stunning views, there are many reasons to choose 
The Hill at Whitemarsh as your lifecare community. But another reason no 
less important is the protection it provides to the assets you intend to enjoy 
or pass on. Your investment in The Hill locks in extraordinary care when you 
need it while avoiding the drawdowns that so many face in their later years.  

READY TO LEARN MORE? CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT  
WITH YOUR PERSONAL SALES CONCIERGE: 215.402.8725

4000 Fox Hound Drive  |  Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
215.402.8725  |  TheHillatWhitemarsh.org

A NOT-FOR-PROFIT LIFECARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY



Iwas at the Fall for the Arts Fes-
tival on Sunday, working at the
Chestnut Hill Local booth,

when a woman approached me a
little sheepishly, looked up at me
through her corrective lenses and
told me that she was nervous. It
turns out she had read my column
from last week and it caused her to
be concerned that the Local is not
in good financial shape and could
go out of business. 

That was not the intention of
last week’s article, nor is it repre-
sentative of our current situation. 

On the other hand, we will not
be used as a case study of a business
with strong financial footing by
the Wharton School anytime
soon. I’m not sure there’s a media
company out there, let alone a
newspaper company, that fits that
description right now. 

The newspaper business has
been in turmoil for decades. Since
2004, almost 3,000 newspapers
have folded. Since 2019 alone, 360
newspapers have “stopped the
presses” permanently, and most of
those were weeklies. Additionally,
many family-owned newspapers
have had to sell out to Alden Cap-
ital or other chains that lay off
journalists and strip the news con-
tent in the paper and online to
next to nothing. The term “ghost
newspapers” has crept into the
media lexicon to describe such
news organizations.

Earlier this year, the Steinman
family in Lancaster gifted its news-
paper (LNP, published since 1794)
to the Harrisburg public television
station. A few months ago, the
family that had owned the Scran-
ton Times since 1895 voted to sell
it and some of its other newspaper
holdings to Alden Capital. A dis-

senting family member, George
Lynett, released this statement
after that sale was announced: 

“The willingness to sell a company
steeped in integrity and family tradi-
tion – and staffed by loyal, bright,
compassionate employees – to a com-
pany with such a devastating reputa-
tion in the industry runs against
everything we believe in. We are con-
cerned for our employees, our com-
munities and our family legacy.

Newspapers are a tough business.
That’s undeniable. But a newspaper
is much more than just a business. It
is the only business explicitly protected
by the Constitution. It is a local insti-
tution and is expected to track govern-
ment spending, keep an eye on
politicians, advocate for the voiceless,
ask tough questions, cover local sports
and businesses, and record the mile-
stones in readers’ lives.

Newspapers provide the “first draft
of history” as the local historical
record. They are the only true local
watchdog with a newsroom and
resources capable of providing in-
depth, verified news and investigative
reporting on a large scale in any com-
munity.”

Just because the Local is situated
in the affluent conclave of an
urban village, it is not immune to
the financial pressures of its indus-
try. I also think some people I talk
to view the Local as some charm-
ing and harmless little publication,
more like a newsletter than a
newspaper. That could not be fur-
ther from the truth. I know right
away that those people don’t actu-
ally read the Local. They may get
the Local, but they don’t “get” the
Local. 

The Local is a serious newspaper
produced by serious journalists.
There are more than 120 years of

journalism experience in our news-
room.  (And that’s just counting
Len Lear!) The folks in advertis-
ing, production, circulation and
the business side of the operation
are equally accomplished and
knowledgeable.

Despite the great talent we are
blessed with at the Local, staying
in business is a challenge for many
reasons. There was a time in the
newspaper business when the
phone rang off the hook with busi-
nesses wanting to place ads. I’ve
been in newspapers since 1989,
and when I started, I had just
missed those Halcyon days. There
is a long list of reasons for the
decline of the industry.  There is
even a longer list of people who
think they know how to fix it. 

The advice I hear a lot is, “You
should just go all digital.”  To that,
I reply, “Can you give me one
example of a digital-only news site
that supports itself on advertising
and circulation revenue?”  There
may be some out there, but no one
has been able to name one for me. 

The newspaper industry tried to
go “digital first” before there were
any business models in place to do
so. Digital revenue at most news-
papers never did develop the way
everyone expected it to. Explain-
ing that would require another
opinion piece. 

Suffice it to say, while improving
our website and expanding our dig-
ital offerings to include video, e-
newsletters, podcasts, etc. is
important to our customers, and
therefore to our future, discontinu-
ing the printed newspaper is not a
near-term option or strategy.
Extending our coverage area and
reach is also important to our sur-
vival. Expanding our audience by

providing news and information
that matters to our communities is
an economic imperative as well as
a moral imperative. 

Improving our digital revenue
prospects and reporting on issues
with impactful articles that inspire
people of goodwill to take action
are the types of activities that can
also attract grants and other fund-
ing. We recently hired Samantha
Gibb Roff as the Local’s first-ever
Development Associate (with the
help of a generous gift from Bob
and Nancy Elfant) to find funding
to support these projects. Philan-
thropy is fast becoming, and will be
for the foreseeable future, an
important piece of the survival pic-
ture for most news organizations. 

To the woman who talked to me
at Fall for the Arts and to the rest
of you reading this, let me just tell
you that the Local is not on its last
legs. Far from it. There are more
paths to sustainability now than
there were five years ago. There is

a shared vision for the future.
There is a willingness and commit-
ment among the staff and the
Local’s board of directors to take
the steps necessary to guarantee
not only survival but moreover,
prosperity. It’s all right there . . .
just beyond our fingertips. 

The only thing needed to close
that gap is you. Community sup-
port. I hope you will join with the
dedicated staff and board of the
Local to do everything in your
power to keep the Local chugging
along. 

Thank you to my co-workers at
the Local and across the hall at the
CHCA for your support and
friendship And to everyone who
has taken the time to read this,
may every day find you and yours
“happy, grateful, pleased with one
another, and contented with the
time.”

John Derr, Publisher
The Chestnut Hill Local
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As our readers now know,
John Derr is leaving the
Chestnut Hill Local after

serving as its Publisher for the
past five years. 

John’s efforts have made a last-
ing impact on our paper and our
community. We are grateful for
the energy, skill, and dedication
he brought every day to continu-
ing the mission of the Local and
enriching our readers’ experi-
ence. He will be missed.

John’s mark on the Local is
most noticeable in the redesigned
paper, website upgrade, and our
two new brands: the Wissahickon
Magazine and the Mt. Airy
Local. His efforts were instru-
mental in attracting Editor Carla
Robinson to the paper, along
with bringing other top talent to
the organization. Blending new
team members with our existing
core of exceptional news profes-
sionals elevated the Local’s con-
tent and expanded its editorial
coverage. 

But John’s impact runs much
deeper. Even before the pandem-
ic, the Local was not immune to
the systemic headwinds affecting
local print journalism across the
country. We struggled to keep the
enterprise going and had little to
no ability to reinvest in the
paper. During the pandemic,
shuttering the Local became a
real possibility. John reorganized
and streamlined operations,
increased revenue from existing
and new streams, and secured
PPP loans, grants, and communi-
ty donations generously given by
our supporters. It is not hyperbole

to say that without these efforts,
the Local would be out of busi-
ness. 

John understands that ensuring
the viability of the Local for its
next 65 years will depend on tak-
ing advantage of development
opportunities offered by philan-
thropic institutions and individ-
ual donors. His efforts resulted in
the Local Media Association
selecting the paper as one of just
a few across the United States
and Canada to participate in its
Lab for Journalism Funding. He
secured a donation from a promi-
nent champion of the communi-
ty, which allowed the Local to
hire a development director to
pursue these opportunities. 

John has positioned us well to
actively seek grants and philan-
thropic donations to modernize
our infrastructure, expand our
coverage and ensure the long-
term sustainability of our enter-
prise.

This incomplete list of tangible
accomplishments is only part of
the story. Anyone lucky enough
to have worked with John knows
him as a true newspaperman in
the best sense of that term. Any-
one lucky enough to have inter-
acted with John on an individual
level knows him as thoughtful,
funny, and a genuinely good per-
son. He is universally liked and
admired by the paper’s staff and
board members for his ability to
manage a workforce facing the
stresses of weekly deadlines and
operating with insufficient
resources and antiquated systems
and equipment. 

John is equally admired by the
Chestnut Hill Community Asso-
ciation’s board, executive direc-
tor, and staff. He understands
that a collaborative relationship
between the CHCA and the
Local is critical to each other’s
success. John worked to foster
and deepen a culture of mutual
respect and partnership. It is
unsurprising, then, that John
developed great relationships
across our region that led and will
continue to lead to meaningful,
productive partnerships among
the Local, the CHCA, and our
fellow community groups. 

I am thrilled that John is tak-
ing advantage of a wonderful
opportunity for himself and his
family. It’s an opportunity that
will allow John to continue his
work in media and us to continue
working with him in his new
role. The Pennsylvania NewsMe-
dia Association and the Com-
monwealth’s media organizations
are lucky to have him. 

The Local is a more than 65-
year-old storied institution. Most
of us who have worked for the
paper or supported the Local in
other ways are stewards shep-
herding the paper along its jour-
ney. Few have such a meaningful
impact in shaping the Local in
such enduring ways.

In your too-short 5-year
tenure, you became one of the
few to leave an enduring legacy
at the Chestnut Hill Local.
Thank you, John Derr.

Joel S. Barras
President, Chestnut Hill Local

Board of Directors

Community support is key to Local’s sustainability
OPINION

Thank You, John Derr
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Lovett Memorial Library in
Mt. Airy will reopen with a
welcome back celebration

Monday, Oct. 16, after undergo-
ing a modification of its nearly-
new HVAC system

"The library staff would like to
thank our community for their
patience while our building was
closed due to our HVAC system
needing repair. Repairs have now
been made,” branch manager
Claire Hand said in a press
release.

The library was forced to close
because of a recurring humidity
problem in the building. The
facility's HVAC system was not
outfitted with a dehumidification
sequence when it was installed
about six years ago. The upgrade
has been estimated to cost about

$21,000. Lovett was closed from
2016 to 2018 when it underwent a
$6.7 million renovation.

Community members are invit-
ed to the Oct. 16 reopening from
3 to 6 p.m. at the library, located
at 6945 Germantown Ave

“The public is cordially invited
to celebrate with us and our com-
munity partners who will table at
this event.” Hand said in the
release. “This is an opportunity for
our community to learn about
many community resources and to
network with one another. For the
enjoyment of those who come, we
will have live music with R&B
singer Ms. Shekhinah B., show a
movie, learn the merengue and
have refreshments.”

For more information, email
HandC@freelibrary.org

by Tom Beck

The Chestnut Hill Business
Association is currently
wrapping up its last week of

packing before the organization
moves its headquarters down the
Hill from its current spot at 8514
Germantown Ave. to a new one
located behind Gateway Cleaners
at 10 E. Springfield Ave. After six
years at the top of the Hill in a
larger-than-necessary 3,000 sq. ft.
space, the organization is moving
south to downsize.

“We don’t need all of this space
to do what we have to do,” CHBA
executive director Courtney
O’Neill told the Local. “And this
new location is an office space

where you can shut a door and
have a private conversation if you
need to.”

In fact, the CHBA’s current
space was always supposed to be
temporary. Six years ago, the
CHBA and its landlord, Richard
Snowden of Bowman Properties,
planned to move the CHBA into
8335 Germantown Ave, next door
to Campbell’s restaurant, but there
was ongoing construction in that
building – partly due to the addi-
tion of an elevator. As a result,
Snowden put the CHBA across
from Starbucks on a temporary
basis – and did so rent-free. 

The plan was to stay there just
for a couple of months while the
work next to Campbell’s was com-

pleted. However, due to delays in
the permitting process, the work
took longer than anticipated.
After that, the Covid-19 pandem-
ic got in the way. 

“The pandemic definitely put a
kink in the plans as far as obtain-
ing a new office space goes,” said
O’Neill. “Things just kept coming
up.”

An added bonus to being locat-
ed at the bottom of the hill,
O’Neill said, is that the move sig-
nals to some businesses on the
Hill’s lower portion that the
CHBA has their backs.

“The lower Hill sometimes feels
forgotten,” O’Neill said. “It kind of
feels like a statement. We believe
in the businesses down there.”

Lovett Memorial Library to
reopen with celebration

The Chestnut Hill Business Association’s marketing and events coordinator Georgia Forjohn, executive director Courtney
O’Neill and director of operations Kate O’Neill pack for the organization’s big move towards the bottom of the hill. Oakley
the Dog supervises. Photo by Tom Beck

Business Association is moving down the Hill

Lovett Library’s six-year-old HVAC system was causing humidity issues that
forced the building to close periodically this summer. It cost $21,000 to repair.
Photo by Tom Beck
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by Pryce Jamison

More than 60 years before
the U.S. Constitution
proclaimed an intent ”to

secure the blessings of liberty” for
the nation’s citizens, a group of
immigrants founded a church in
Germantown that would become
a testament to the acceptance
they longed for.

The families had fled Germany
in the early 1700s in search of
religious freedom. By 1723, they
had established the Germantown
Church of the Brethren, the
denomination's first in the U.S.

This month, three centuries
later, the congregation near the
corner of Germantown Avenue
and Sharpnack Street, is celebrat-
ing its 300th anniversary.

A “sense of community has
guided the Church since its
inception” in Northwest
Philadelphia, a neighborhood
“itself known over the years for its
bold initiatives for intentional
integration,” said the Rev.
Richard Kyerematen, the
church’s pastor.

Members and friends gathered
on Sunday, Oct. 8, to celebrate
the anniversary with a special
event featuring an array of musi-
cal performances, an award cere-
mony and a sermon by the Rev.
Dr. Jeff Bach, director emeritus of
the Young Center for Anabaptist
and Pietist Studies at Elizabeth-
town College. It was the culmina-
tion of a year-long series of
gatherings to celebrate the
church’s milestone. 

“Awards were given to more
than 30 people, some posthu-
mously for their contribution to
the building of the congregation
over the years,” Kyerematen said.

“Because of the [Church of the
Brethren’s] philosophies and his-
tory, the sense of community is
paramount.”

Honorees included the Rev. Dr.
Earl Zeigler, who served as a
denomination official, and the
Rev. Ronald Gene Lutz, a former
pastor of the church. Both men
made invaluable contributions to
growing and sustaining the
church, which is part of the
Anabaptist tradition, Kyerematen
said 

The denomination was founded
in Schwarzenau, Germany in
1708. After the immigrants came
to the U.S. in 1719 and began
worshiping in homes, they finally
built their own building in 1770. 

“We are one of the few church-
es in the country and in the world
from that era that are still wor-
shiping on the same grounds,”
Kyerematen said. “That’s some-
thing very exciting and worth cel-
ebrating.”

According to Kyerematen,

tenets that unite Churches of the
Brethren include Anabaptism
(The doctrine that baptism
should be administered to believ-
ing adults), pacifism, and a call to
service.

Kyerematen is originally from
Ghana in West Africa. He was
called to serve as pastor in 1989.
The church he leads, a small,
diverse congregation, has offered
programs throughout the local
community such as a food bank
for families and older adults,

counseling services for the youth,
support for Emlen School through
R.I.S.E (Reading Incentives for
Supplemental Education), and
their program ACE (Achieving
Competitive Excellence), which
is designed to help local high
schoolers prepare for the SAT.
The church has also established a
reading program for students in
Ghana.

“Now that I look back, every
experience and training that I
had many years ago has prepared
me for this call,” Kyerematen
said. “It’s an honor to be able to
bring people together while hav-
ing the privilege of being a part of
various programs and projects;
This has been a call to serve, and
that’s the most important part of
leadership.”

Today, the Church of the
Brethren denomination has more
than 1 million members world-
wide, with more than 87,000 in
the U.S. and Puerto Rico.

Kyerematen noted that the first
refugees of the denomination that
came from Schwarzenau in 1719
were aware that colonial
Philadelphia was religiously toler-
ant, and the current congregation
strives to maintain those same
values, emphasizing the church as
a haven where diversity and dif-
ferent backgrounds are welcomed.

“The history and beliefs of the
church make it easy for integra-
tion – the congregation has had
the privilege of seeing many fam-
ilies born, healed and restored,”
Kyerematen said. “For me, it’s
about living out that sense. I’ve
seen so many miraculous stories of
people that walked into the
church and became a part of the
life and fabric of the church’s
community.”

Pastor Richard Kyerematen, who has held his position in the congregation for the past 34 years. Photo by Glenn
Riegel/Church of the Brethren.

Germantown church celebrates 300 years of service and inclusion
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different lens  - as a full-time
developer and real estate agent.
The nexus of his transition was
Jumpstart Germantown, a profes-
sional training program and loan
provider created in 2015 by
northwest Philadelphia developer
Ken Weinstein. Anyone can
apply to the program, and accept-
ed participants take a five-week
crash course on how to get started
in real estate.

But rather than an offer to join
the dark side, Miller and Wein-
stein say the program helps pro-
vide access to individuals who are
typically cut off from the real
estate industry and also keeps val-
ue generated by redevelopment in
the neighborhood. 

Weinstein says the idea came to
him after being approached
repeatedly by everyday Philadel-
phians who wanted to get into
real estate but had no idea where
to start.

“I would sit down with people
for about an hour, and I’d encour-
age them to get into real estate,
but I wasn’t really helping them,”
Weinstein said. “I was more like a
cheerleader and less like an
instructor.”

He also saw another problem.

Over his nearly three decades in
the industry, Weinstein realized it
was dominated by white males
such as himself. 

Although Jumpstart does not
specifically recruit women or peo-
ple of color, Weinstein says those
demographics have so far made up
more than 90% of the program’s
graduates.

“I’m not surprised,” Weinstein
said. “Those folks have historical-
ly been overlooked in the real
estate industry… It used to be,
you had to have an uncle in the
business in order to get started.
But it shouldn’t be that way.”

Eight years in, it appears Wein-
stein is onto something. He says
Jumpstart is a success. The pro-

gram has graduated more than
2,500 Philadelphians to date and
provided $48 million in loans.
After launching in Germantown,
and later expanding to Tioga,
Kensington, and West Philly, the
program announced this summer
it would now provide loans to
development anywhere in the
city.

But just how far can it go in
helping to solve Philadelphia’s
complex housing problems?

Empowering residents
Miller first got the notion to go

into real estate via a situation any
experienced homeowner can
understand. He and his wife, then
pregnant with their second child,
had just purchased a house in
Germantown. They searched for
contractors to fix it up and wound
up with bad ones.

“We really had a nightmare sit-
uation with contractors. So I was
forced to navigate some of that
stuff,” Miller said. “I was like, ‘You
know what, there has to be a bet-
ter way.’ Because it was so stress-
ful.”

Forced into learning home
repairs himself, Miller signed up
for Jumpstart training. Over sev-
eral weeks, he joined a small
cohort in a space above the
Philadelphia Federal Credit
Union at Germantown Avenue
and Phil Ellena Street. The group
learned about how to find and
value a real estate deal, navigate
city bureaucracies, locate reliable
contractors, and pitch a proposal
to a lender.

The community that Jumpstart
has created offers useful network-
ing and support for the first three
sections of the program’s curricu-
lum. But it’s that last hurdle,
pitching a proposal, that can
often present the greatest chal-
lenge to new or small developers.

David Wilk, director of the
Real Estate Program at Temple
University’s Fox School of Busi-
ness, says that traditional lenders
like banks typically want to see an
applicant have at least two of
three things: capital, land, or a
track record. Many Philadelphi-
ans have zero. 

Compounding the problem,
Wilk adds, is that banks are typi-
cally only going to lend to safe or
lucrative deals. One-off flips or
small-scale new construction in
unproven neighborhoods just
don’t fit the calculus.

“It’s really hard to make money
in a transitional area,” Wilk said.
“[Projects] don’t get the return
that would be able to be under-
written by a bank.”

Jumpstart helps to solve those
problems by offering a gateway to
both experience and capital, Wilk
says.

Where’s the ceiling?
To what extent Jumpstart can

really flip the script on the real
estate industry remains to be seen. 

Weinstein says the numbers are
trending in the right direction.
The loan program, started in
2019, was originally backed by
Weinstein himself, via his real
estate company, Philly Office
Retail. Since then, it’s received
outside investment from TriState
Capital Bank ($7 million), the
Reinvestment Fund ($3 million),
and Local Initiatives Support
Corps (LISC) Philadelphia ($2
million). 

He adds that Jumpstart has yet
to have a single investment result
in foreclosure, with proceeds from
successful deals cycling back into
the pot, fueling a total of $46 mil-
lion in loans over 384 deals. Orig-
inally confined to just a few
Philadelphia neighborhoods
where Jumpstart training pro-
grams exist, the success has
allowed Jumpstart to now loan
citywide.

Similar lenders in the city, such
as Spring Garden Capital, also
claim success in issuing small,
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Coaching neighborhood developers to keep profits local
(Continued from page 1)

Jumpstart graduate Rhakeim Miller (picture in the center with a red cap and glasses) walks through a construction project
as part of the coaching program. Photo by Chris Baker Evens.

(Continued on page 22)
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www.DentalArtsofChestnutHill.com

8625 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118

Tel. 215-242-6630
Fax. 215-242-6633

Dental Arts of Chestnut Hill

Nidhi Shah, DMD

We Welcome New Patients

Thousands of festival goers
enjoyed seven full blocks of
music, entertainment and

shopping on Sunday, Oct. 8 for
the Chestnut Hill Fall for the
Arts Festival.  The annual event,
now in its 38th year, also includes
a juried art show.

Judges awarded 14 prizes in cat-
egories ranging from oil and
acrylics to photography, crafts and
Best in Show.

A beautiful day of great art, good food, and plenty of fun

And the
winners were…
Oil/Acrylics

1st Place: Christina Leone
2nd Place: Jean Broden

Drawing/Illustration/
Printmaking

1st Place: Clarissa Kear
2nd Place: Bob Richey
Honorable Mention:

Becca Krauss

Sculpture
1st Place: Elizabeth Whatley

Watercolors
1st Place: John Westcott
2nd Place: Keith Mountford

Photography
1st Place: Aaron Schantz
2nd Place: Melvin Chappell 

Photography

Crafts
1st Place: Adrienne Tyney, 

Outlaw Arts
2nd Place: Martha Know, 

Outlaw Arts
Honorable Mention:

Anne Made

Best in Show
Pigs Alley Gallery
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The following crime report is for
crimes reported in Chestnut Hill and
Mt. Airy for the period from Oct. 2
to Oct. 8. (Some crimes that
occurred on dates earlier than the
current period but weren’t reported
until later may be included.)

Chestnut Hill:
Oct. 2 Theft. An offender took

items from the Wine & Spirits on
the 8700 block of Germantown
Avenue and left without paying

Oct. 3 Theft from motor vehi-
cle. A man reported that he
noticed that his ear buds, kindle,
and backpack were missing from
his vehicle parked on Valley
Green Road, after returning to it. 

Oct. 8 Theft from motor vehi-
cle. A complainant reported hav-
ing items, including a backpack,
cash and credit cards, stolen from
their car while it was parked in
the Wissahickon Trail parking lot
on Valley Green Road. A window
was smashed.

Mt. Airy:
Oct. 2 Theft. A group of 10 to

15 juveniles took items from the
Wawa on the 7200 block of Ger-
mantown Avenue and left with-
out paying

Oct. 2 Motor Vehicle Theft. A
woman reported that someone
broke the rear passenger window
and steering column of her vehi-
cle parked on the 6100 block of
McCallum Street. 

Oct. 2 Aggravated Assault.
An offender shot at the police
from the passenger side of a vehi-
cle on East Phil Ellena Street.

Oct. 3 Theft. A complainant
reported that an unknown offend-
er stole their glucose monitor on
the 5500 block of Blakemore
Street.

Oct. 3 Theft. A man reported
that a package was stolen from
the front of his house on the 400
block of Vernon Road.

Oct. 3 Theft from motor vehi-
cle. A complainant reported that
an unknown offender broke the
window of their vehicle parked
on the 6500 block of Park Line

Drive, and stole their wallet and
cash.

Oct. 3 Aggravated Assault. A
complainant reported that the
offender pulled out a firearm and
pointed it at them on the 600
block of East Durham Street.

Oct. 3 Motor Vehicle Theft. A
woman reported that an
unknown offender broke the rear
window and steering column of
her vehicle parked on the 600
block of West Ellet Street.

Oct. 3 Motor vehicle theft. A
man reported that an unknown
offender broke the driver's side
rear window and steering column
of his vehicle parked on McPher-
son Street.

Oct. 4 Theft. A woman report-
ed a wagon being stolen from her
front yard, located on the unit
block of Carpenter Lane.

Oct. 4 Shoplifting. A com-
plainant reported an offender
stealing merchandise from the
Wawa located on the 7200 block
of Germantown Avenue. 

Oct. 4 Motor vehicle theft. A
complainant reported their trailer
being stolen from their property,
located on the unit block of East
Gorgas Lane.

Oct. 5 Vandalism. A com-
plainant reported their car being
broken into while it was parked
on the 100 block of Phil Ellena
Street. The steering column had
been tampered with.

Oct. 5 Motor vehicle theft. A
complainant reported having his
car, which he left running, stolen
while he was delivering food to a
residence on the 200 block of East
Hortter Street.

Oct. 5 Motor vehicle theft. A
complainant reported that his car
was taken without his permission
from the 500 block of East Upsal
Street. The complainant was able
to locate the car and recover it
prior to making the report.

Oct. 5 Theft. A woman report-
ed having packages stolen from
her residence, located on the 700
block of Vernon Road.

Oct. 6 Theft. A woman report-
ed having packages stolen from

her residence, located on the unit
block of Slocum Street.

Oct. 6 Shoplifting. A com-
plainant reported an offender
stealing merchandise from the
Family Dollar located on the
6500 block of Greene Street.

Oct. 6 Motor vehicle theft. A
man reported his car, which he
left running, being stolen from
the 100 block of West Hortter
Street.

Oct. 7 Shoplifting. A com-
plainant reported an offender
stealing merchandise from the
Wawa located on the 7200 block
of Germantown Avenue. 

Oct. 7 Motor vehicle theft. A
complainant reported their car
window being shattered while it
was parked on the 7000 block of
Sprague Street. The steering col-
umn was tampered with.

Oct. 8 Theft. A woman’s home
health aide drove her to go food
shopping. The aide returned the

woman home to her residence on
the 6700 block of Emlen Street
but drove off with the groceries.
Attempts to reach the aide failed.

Oct. 8 Shoplifting. A com-
plainant reported an offender
stealing merchandise from the
Wawa located on the 7200 block
of Germantown Avenue. 

Oct. 8 Motor vehicle theft. A
complainant reported their car
window being smashed while it
was parked on the 500 block of
South Pleasant Place. The steer-
ing column was tampered with. 

Oct. 8 Motor vehicle theft. A
complainant reported having
their car stolen from the 200
block of East Hortter Street.

Oct. 8 Theft from motor vehi-
cle. A complainant reported hav-
ing clothes stolen from their car
while it was parked in the Wis-
sahickon Trail parking lot on the
6400 block of Park Line Drive. A
window was smashed.

Oct. 8 Motor vehicle theft. A
complainant reported having
their car stolen from the 100
block of West Sharpnack Street.
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Coins and Currency
of Wayne

Voted “Best
Coin & Stamp

Shop”
Main Line Media News

Free Verbal
Appraisals!

We are proud of our longstanding reputation for paying top dollar and
providing detailed consultations and personal attention to all of our customers.

Please come experience the friendly difference at our Wayne location.

231 E. Lancaster Ave. Wayne, PA • coinsandcurrencyofwayne.com • 610-688-6655

WE ARE BUYING GOLD AND SILVER COINS, U.S. AND
FOREIGN PAPER MONEY, WORLD AND ANCIENT COINS.
Also paying top $ for 10K, 14K, 18K Gold Jewelry & Sterling Silver Items

Buying Gold & SilverBuying Gold & Silver

Crime Report

Gwynedd Mercy University held a groundbreaking ceremony recently for the Frances M. Maguire Healthcare
Innovation Center, a 65,000-square-foot facility designed to house the university's innovative nursing and health pro-
grams. Pictured here, from left to right, are Danielle Duckett, Lower Gwynedd supervisors chair; State Sen. Maria Col-
lett; Sister Kati McMahon, RSM, GMercyU VP Emeritus; Charlotte McKines, chair of the Board of Trustees; Deanne H.
D’Emilio, GMercyU President; James Maguire, Maguire Foundation founder; Emilia Twomey Thomas, Maguire Scholars
Program director; Kenneth Cutler, junior nursing student, Maguire Scholar; Dr. Jane Tang, dean of the Frances M.
Maguire School of Nursing and Health Professions. 



by Len Lear

For the last 20 years, Richard
Hill was the cheerful, helpful
parking ambassador for the

Chestnut Hill Business Associa-
tion (CHBA) who greeted visi-
tors and made them feel welcome,
usually in the “yellow” parking lot
behind the Santander Bank
branch at 8623 Germantown
Ave. that is now closed, and the
Bank of America branch at 8601
Germantown Ave.

Hill, a lifelong Mt. Airy resi-
dent whose admirers included
many of the Germantown

Avenue businesses at the top of
the Hill, died Sept. 4 at home. He
was 84. Hill had been dealing
with a serious heart condition for
several years.

Natalie Sullivan, Hill's daugh-
ter, a mother of five children, told
us last week, “My dad was a lov-
ing, kind father. As a child, I was
a real daddy's girl. I wanted to go
everywhere with him because we
were so close, and he would take
me. He was a caring, loving, kind
person, always putting other peo-
ple first.” 

Hill was one of four parking
ambassadors working for what is

now The Chestnut Hill Parking
Foundation, which was founded
in 1952 and includes six public
parking lots with more than 250
parking spaces. The ambassadors
distribute parking stickers, now in
only three of the lots. (Hill has
not been replaced.)

“The other parking ambas-
sadors still in their huts, Tim
Alexander, Ed Cornely and
Damek Kristiniak, all have that
kind of personality that Richard
had,” according to Kate O'Neill,
deputy director of operations and
grants for the CHBA. “They are
all proud of their neighborhood,
and they are warm and service-
oriented.”

Hill attended Dobbins High
School in the West Lehigh neigh-
borhood of North Philadelphia
and then spent eight years in the
U.S. Air Force. After his military
service, Hill worked for the U.S.
Mint for two years, then entered
the police academy and became a
Philadelphia police officer for 37
years. He worked mostly in the
First Police District in South
Philadelphia. 

“He loved being a policeman,”
Sullivan said. “He really did love
serving the people of Philadel-
phia and trying to keep them safe.
If there were any bad incidents
that he had, he never talked
about them. He was also a big

sports fan, especially football.”
Tim Alexander, a parking

ambassador for the last 12 years
for CHBA and close friend of

Hill's who handles the “blue
parking lot” on West Highland
Avenue, halfway between Ger-
mantown Avenue and Ardleigh
Street, said last week, “Rich was a
very nice, friendly guy. He liked
working with the public and talk-
ing to people. He would show
them how to use the machines
(kiosks).

“He was in the Air Force, and I
was in the Marines, so we had a
friendly rivalry. He told me he
tried to get into the Marines, but
they were filled up, so he went
into the Air Force instead,”
Alexander continued. “We never
had a disagreement in the 12
years we knew each other. He did
talk about being a cop in Philly. I
would give him a ride home to
Mt. Airy in the summertime. I
grew up in Germantown, but I
have lived in Chestnut Hill for 54
years and worked in Chestnut
Hill for 63 years…

“Rich told me how much he
missed his wife after she died. He
was so generous. Anyone who
would ask to borrow money, he'd
give it to them, even though they
did not always pay him back. We
never missed a day because of
weather. Rich always talked about
playing soul music and pinochle
in his basement. He had heart
problems in the last year or so,
but that did not stop him from
coming to work.”

Hill is survived by his compan-
ion of 37 years, Elmira Smith,
loving daughters, Natalie Sulli-
van, of  Northeast Philadelphia,
and Tanya Newman, now of Cal-
ifornia; grandchildren, Danielle,
Eric, Tanesha, Kayla, Julius, Bri-
anna, Branden and Jared. Also
great-grandchildren, Cedrick,
Benjamin, Alonzo, Leon and
Kamryn; two nieces and a wide
circle of friends. Funeral services
were held at Beckett, Brown and
Hodges Funeral Home in Ger-
mantown. 

Len Lear can be reached at
lenlear@chestnuthilllocal.com

Much-admired Hill 'parking ambassador' dies at 84

Richard Hill, a lifelong Mt. Airy resident, Air Force veteran, Philadelphia police offi-
cer for 37 years and “parking ambassador” for the Chestnut Hill Business Asso-
ciation for 20 years, died at 84 of heart disease.

chestnuthilllocal.com 
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Life is worth celebrating while we are alive and even when 
we’re not! To do nothing really should not be an option. 
Let the people who care about you know your wishes.

Stanley Franklyn Moat, 96, of Chestnut Hill,
Philadelphia, passed away peacefully on Friday,
September 29th. HIs wife of 66 years, Julie B.
Moat, was by his side. Born in Germantown
Hospital (Philadelphia, PA) on May 30th, 1927,
his family soon moved to Cleveland where he
spent his formative years. At 17 he enlisted in
the U.S. Navy and served the latter part of WWII
aboard the USS Boxer aircraft carrier in the
South Pacific. 

With the GI bill in hand he graduated from
Rensselaer Polytechnic in 1950 and followed up
with a Master of Business Administration degree
from Harvard Business School in 1955. 

Stan and Julie met in 1956, fell in love and were married on March 2nd,
1957. Leslie Anne (Leslie) arrived later in the year.  The small family resided
in Cleveland, OH for a few years but followed a new career opportunity with
Furnival Machinery in Philadelphia, PA in the autumn of 1964.  Elliott Andrew
(Andy) was born soon after in early 1965. The family was completed with the
birth of Julie Thompson (Jill) in spring of 1968.

Stan loved to downhill ski as well as playing lacrosse and tennis.  He was
a life time member of the Philadelphia Cricket Club.  Always sharing his ambi-
tion to be a entrepreneur it was after a tennis game that a friend told him
about an opportunity.  In 1967 he followed up and purchased Contour Pack-
aging Corp, in Manayunk PA. He spent 30 years supporting his family with
continuous growth of the business.  His efforts gained him recognition as a
small business leader in Philadelphia; awarded both the Greater Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award in 1984 and The 1990 Award
of Merit from the Mayor of Philadelphia’s Small Business Advisory Council.

In retirement, Stan remained active in the local community.  He was an
active member of the St. Martin in the Fields parish as well the Chestnut Hill
Community Association (CHCA).  He was recognized for his efforts to to
rebuild the CHCA offices in 2014 and again in 2016 for his time as the Trustee
of the CHCA Fund and long standing board member.

While still President of Contour and into retirement one of Stan’s greatest
thrills was to serve as a mentor for and financial supporter of Pennsylvania
Free Enterprise Week which is an organization geared to support young entre-
preneurial minds, including a summer program led by local business leaders.
It is for this reason that we ask that, in lieu of flowers, donations be made to
Foundation for Free Enterprise Education (website www.pfew.org).

Stanley Franklyn Moat

John “Lee” Leslie Rodgers III of Coopersburg,
PA, passed away peacefully on September 30,
2023 after a long illness.  He was 83 years old.  The
son of John Leslie Rodgers, Jr. and Barbara Lewis
Brown, Lee was born in 1940 and grew up in
Chestnut Hill, eventually moving to Flourtown in
1977 and later retiring in Coopersburg.  He attend-
ed Chestnut Hill Academy and Solebury School.
Lee loved adventure and the outdoors, and as a
teenager, he spent three summers with school
friends camping and climbing mountains through-
out the western United States and Canada.  It was
during the third summer in 1955 that his experience saved his life on Canada’s
Mount Temple.  Recognizing the dual risks of deep snow and warming temper-
atures, 16-year-old Lee refused to continue a planned hike along the face of the
mountain, turned around, and headed down and away from the area with a
friend when several others elected to keep going.  A short time later, five of
those close friends were sadly killed in a horrible avalanche that shattered the
Chestnut Hill community and beyond.  Had he not trusted his instincts, Lee’s
story might have ended there.  Four years later, in 1959, he proudly enlisted in
the Navy and saw duty throughout the Mediterranean and the Atlantic, including
an assignment aboard a destroyer enforcing the 1962 Cuban Blockade.  Lee
loved his time in the service and would be proud of it for the rest of his life.
Shortly after leaving the Navy, he married Charlotte “Babbie” Landreth in 1966.
Babbie was the daughter of Charles and Charlotte Landreth, also of Chestnut
Hill, and they soon started a family.  Lee always loved working on cars and
using his hands, and those talents led to long and successful career as a
machinist/model maker, which included many years with Proctor Silex in
Philadelphia and Narco Avionics in Fort Washington.  Despite all his other
achievements, it was his family that he talked about and valued the most.  They
miss him terribly but know that he is in a better place and that he is watching
over and protecting them as he always did.  Lee is survived by Charlotte (“Bab-
bie”), his wife of over 57 years, son John IV and his wife Iliana, daughter Mimi
and her husband David Deal, three grandchildren – Benjamin John Rodgers and
Ella and Taylor Deal – and two nieces and a nephew from his now-departed sis-
ter Barbara Loeb’s family.  All who knew Lee are welcome to join his family on
October 21 at St. Paul’s Church in Chestnut Hill where his memorial service will
begin at 2PM.  The address is 22 East Chestnut Hill Avenue.   A reception will
follow at the church.  In lieu of flowers, the family has asked that donations be
given to the Gary Sinise Foundation.

John L. Rodgers III



The Chestnut Hill Conser-
vancy’s Night of Lights
began its nine-evening run

on Friday, Oct. 6, with a “Flip the
Switch” ceremony. The interactive
opening night included projection
storytellers information about the
archives and live music. 

“This year’s Night of Lights
illustrates community stories using
our main street as an exhibition
space, but only through this Satur-
day,” said Lori Salganicoff, the
Conservancy’s executive director.
“From Washington’s time here
during the Revolutionary War to
our amazing main street and ways
to save energy (and the planet)
with updates to historic buildings
and more, this year’s exhibition
should not be missed.”

Night of Lights continues
nightly through Saturday, Oct. 14.
Each night, the eight themed pro-
jections will project through
storefront windows between the
8500 and 8200 blocks of German-
town Avenue.

The themes of this year’s
slideshows are “Antique Postcards
from the Wissahickon,” “George
Washington’s March through
Flourtown, Chestnut Hill, and
Germantown,” “Germantown
Avenue,” “Inspiration by Design,”

“Legacy Spotlight,” “Lots to
Offer,” “The Olmsted Legacy in
Chestnut Hill” and “This Green
Old House.”

Sales for the Oct.12 guided
walking tour of the exhibition are
available for purchase at chcon-
servancy.org/nol. The ticketed
tours will be led by Chestnut Hill
native and Conservancy board
member Richard Bartholomew.
Bartholomew is an architect and
city planner whose professional
career focused on urban design.
The tours begin at 6:30 p.m., are
around one mile, and will end
close to where they start for ease
with parking.

Remember to stop by El Quetzal
at 8440 Germantown Ave. (open-
ing nightly until 6:30 p.m.) and
most of the Projection Locations to
self-stamp your “Pastport.” Submit
your completed stamped “Past-
ports” (with eight stamps from
each of the Projection Locations)
to the Conservancy by Sunday,
Oct. 15, to enter to win a raffle
prize worth over $200. Nine win-
ners will be announced on Mon-
day, Oct. 16.

The “Pastport” raffles items were
curated by local Chestnut Hill
businesses Baker Street Bread
Company, Chestnut Hill Brewing

Company, Chestnut Hill Business
District, Matines Café, McNally’s
Tavern, Multiverse, Tasco’s Art
Salon, Tavern on the Hill, and
Weavers Way Chestnut Hill. Enjoy
gifts from the Chestnut Hill Con-
servancy, El Quetzal, Garden State
Tile, Moondance Farm Studios,

Quelque Chose, Robertson’s Flow-
ers and Events, and Zipf’s Candies.

Night of Lights is possible
through the support of sponsors
and event partners including
Chubb, Chestnut Hill Hotel,
George Woodward Co., MIS Cap-
ital, The Sivel Group, Unique

Indoor Comfort, Bowman Proper-
ties, Electrical Wizardry, Inc.,
Elfant Wissahickon Realtors, JKJ,
Robertson’s Flowers & Events,
Garden State Tile, Chestnut Hill
Business District, Chestnut Hill
Local, Archives Month Philly, and
DesignPhiladelphia.

Chestnut Hill Conservancy’s Night of Lights continues

Among those who attended Chestnut Hill Conservancy’s Night of Lights kickoff event on Friday were (from left to right)
Kevin Chung of Chubb, Councilperson Cindy Bass,  CHC Executive Director Lori Salganicoff, CHC Board President Eileen
Javers, state Rep. Chris Rabb, state Rep. Tarik Khan, and Sarah Mazzie, also from Chubb.
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by Len Lear

The film “Oppenheimer” has
become a box office jugger-
naut, already earning more

than $900 million worldwide.
The story of J. Robert Oppen-
heimer, the theoretical physicist
in charge of the Manhattan Pro-
ject, which produced the atomic
bomb during World War II, is also
likely to earn a series of Academy
Award nominations, movie
experts say.

But Oppenheimer's right-hand
man, Enrico Fermi, is also worthy
of the spotlight, said Gino Segre,
retired University of Pennsylva-
nia physics department chairman.
Fermi assembled the world's first
nuclear reactor in 1942 and won
the Nobel Prize for Physics in
1938. 

“His work was worth a whole
basket full of Nobel Prizes,” Segre
said of Fermi. “He shaped how we
live today in a way that has never
been surpassed since.” 

Segre and his wife Bettina
Hoerlin, who formerly lived in
Chestnut Hill and Mt. Airy,  have
written the new book “The Pope
of Physics; Enrico Fermi and the
Birth of the Atomic Age.” The
biography explores the life and
career of a man considered by
many to be one of the greatest sci-
entific geniuses of all time, on a
par with Einstein, Newton and
Galileo.

In the book, Segre and Hoerlin
conclude that Fermi and two

physicist friends, Wolfgang Pauli
and Werner Heisenberg, “pro-
duced a revolution in physics”
and that without their contribu-
tions to scientific progress, “the
world would not have been able
to produce semiconductors, tran-
sistors, computers, MRIs, lasers
and so many of the other inven-
tions that shape our life. In a very
real sense, we live in a world they
created.”

Segre and Hoerlin, of Center
City, have distinguished records
as scholars and authors. Hoerlin,

a doctorate degree holder in pub-
lic policy sciences who served as
health commissioner of Philadel-
phia, taught public health at the
University of Pennsylvania and
has been a visiting lecturer at
Haverford College and Oxford
University. She is also the author
of “Steps of Courage: My Parents’
Journey from Nazi Germany to
America,” one of the most com-
pelling, inspirational books I have
ever read.

Hoerlin actually knew Enrico
Fermi in Los Alamos in the 1950s
when she was a teenager attend-
ing Los Alamos High School. She
was living there because her

father, Hermann Hoerlin, was a
physicist working there who had
escaped from Nazi Germany in
1938 with his wife (Bettina's
mother), Kate Tietz Schmid,
whose first husband, prominent
cellist Willi Schmid, had been
murdered by the Nazis. 

“I met Fermi a couple of times
on weekend hikes when I was 14
in the summer of 1953,” Hoerlin
told us last week. “On those
hikes, Fermi was in awe of my
father, who had held a world
record in 1930 for having sum-
mited the highest mountain, a
peak in the Himalayas. My father,
a physicist, on the other hand,
was in awe of Fermi and his
accomplishments. So the hikes,
one could say, were 'awesome!' I
remember on one hike Fermi
offered me an orange. A lovely
gesture. He was a humble man
and a good person. He exuded
both those qualities.”

Hoerlin also met Oppenheimer
in the summer of 1953 in Los
Alamos. “It was at a cocktail par-
ty, a frequent Los Alamos occur-
rence,” she said, “where I was
introduced to other teenage
daughters and sons of physicists. I
knew I was supposed to be wowed
by meeting Oppenheimer, but in
typical adolescent fashion, I
answered my parents’ queries
about him with a shrug of the
shoulders.”

Segre, who has authored other
scientific books, also had a per-
sonal connection to Fermi. Seg-
re's uncle, Emilio Segre, also a
Nobel Prize winner, was Fermi's
first student in Rome, and they

worked closely together for 20
years, including their years with
the Manhattan Project.

Gino Segre was born in Flo-
rence, Italy, in 1938, but his par-
ents, an Italian Jew and a German
Catholic, “wisely decided to leave
Europe, so we decamped for New
York City.” Segre later attended
Harvard to earn a degree in
physics, graduate school at the
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT) and completed
postdoctoral work at the interna-
tional accelerator laboratory in
Geneva, Switzerland. For five
years, he was chairman of the
physics department at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, where he
won numerous awards. He has a
brother, brother-in-law, uncle,
nephew and several cousins who
are all physicists.

In writing about “The Pope of
Physics,” Frank Wilczek, a Nobel
prize-winning physicist at MIT,
offered kudos to Segre and Hoer-
lin, who Wilczek said have used
fresh material from Fermi’s inner
circle to create a book in which
“Fermi's life becomes a brilliant
— and true — historical novel.”

For more information about “The
Pope of Physics,” visit
henryholt.com. Len Lear can be
reached at lenlear@chestnuthilllo-
cal.com
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Oppenheimer's aide is the subject of Hill authors’ book, 'Pope of Physics'

“The Pope of Physics; Enrico Fermi and
the Birth of the Atomic Age” tells the
story of one of the greatest scientists
in world history.

Gino Segre and Bettina Hoerlin, Chestnut Hill residents for 24 years and Mt. Airy
residents for 20 years before that, are the co-authors of “The Pope of Physics;
Enrico Fermi and the Birth of the Atomic Age” (Henry Holt & Co., publisher),
about a top aide  J. Robert Oppenheimer.



sive form of breast cancer that
grows and spreads rapidly.   

Narrowing the odds begins
with early detection. The mam-
mogram remains the standard of
care.

The guidelines that Fox Chase
follows recommend starting
mammography at the age of 40
and repeating it annually, Aggon
explained. At Fox Chase, 3D
mammography (breast tomosyn-
thesis) is used for exams, com-
bining multiple X-ray views to
provide a three-dimensional,
and thus more detailed, view of
the breast from a variety of
angles. The 3D mammograms
are believed to be an improve-
ment over 2D imaging, which
was the standard for decades,
because they catch more can-
cers, and earlier. 

But now, there are more
options to further narrow the
diagnosis, including MRIs, ultra-
sounds and even molecular
breast imaging, which uses a
radioactive tracer and a special-
ized camera to detect cancer
cells. 

Whether a woman receives
additional imaging is largely up
to her. “Additional imaging
might be recommended if there’s
a question raised by the mammo-
gram,” Aggon said. “If we see
something that warrants further
investigation, sometimes those
additional imaging modalities
can be utilized. And then some
women may potentially benefit
from additional imaging just for
routine screening. If they have
extremely dense breast tissue or
if they have a strong family his-
tory of breast cancer, we recom-
mend women discuss it with
their care team to determine if
they’re being adequately
screened by mammogram alone
or if they may benefit from addi-
tional imaging. There should be
a conversation with the patient
about the pros and cons of any
additional imaging before it’s
ordered.”

If it comes time for treatment,
the standard options remain
surgery, radiation and
chemotherapy, but there are new
and exciting advances that
improve breast cancer survival
rates.

As a surgeon, Aggon says the
field has made great strides over
the past couple of decades. 

“They’d been doing mastec-
tomies (surgical removal of the
breast) for years and years, and
the advent of doing a lumpecto-
my (removing only the cancer-
ous portion of the breast), where
you can conserve the majority of
the breast was kind of a radical
idea initially, but it’s been
proven,” she said.

“We have 20-plus years of

data showing that breast conser-
vation — a lumpectomy plus
radiation in appropriate patients
— results in the same overall
survival as a woman who under-
goes a mastectomy for their early
breast cancer,” Aggon contin-
ued. “We used to automatically
remove all the lymph nodes from
a woman’s armpit if they had a
cancer diagnosis. And now for
appropriately selected patients,
we can just take a few lymph
nodes with sentinel node biopsy.
We’re able to gain the informa-
tion that we need and reduce the
risk of local recurrence by doing
smaller surgeries in selected
patients as opposed to offering a
bigger surgery automatically to
everybody. We’re able to offer a
more personalized approach.”

In addition to enhanced surg-
eries, more targeted chemother-
apy and several enhanced
radiation therapies, there are
new, game-changing tests and
medications that also increase
breast cancer survival rates,
including hormone therapies
and immunotherapy.

Hormone therapy blocks the
body’s ability to produce hor-
mones in hormone-sensitive
tumors. Immunotherapy uses the
patient’s own immune system to

fight cancer, employing mono-
clonal antibodies to deliver
drugs straight to the cancer cells. 

“At least in terms of medica-
tions for breast cancer, we’re
treating more and more based on

the individual biology of the
cancer as opposed to just size
and location,” Aggon explained.
“It was always what’s the size of
the lump and did it go to the
lymph nodes. Those were the
criteria for medications. Now
there’s a lot more that goes into
the decisions of medications.
There’s just a plethora of addi-
tional tumor testing that gets
done so patients are offered the
kinds of medications that are
tailored to their specific type of
cancer and ultimately result in
better outcomes because you
want to give the medications
that those tumors are going to
specifically respond to.”

All in all, it's an exciting time
in the field of breast cancer
treatment. As for Aggon, whose
mother and grandmother had
breast cancer, this battle is per-
sonal. And like so many others,
she lives for the day when we’re
all looking at breast cancer in
the rearview mirror. 

“I tell my patients all the
time,” Aggon said. “As much as
I love operating, I will cheer
with everyone else when my job
is no longer needed. That’s not a
problem. I’ll find something else.
I’ll be excited to teach the histo-
ry of breast cancer.”
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New advances are increasing breast cancer survival rates
(Continued from page 1)

For Temple Health-Chestnut Hill Hospital oncologist Dr. Allison Aggon, breast
cancer is personal. Aggon’s mother and grandmother were diagnosed with breast
cancer.

chestnuthilllocal.com 
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Celebrating the community association’s silver jubilee in style

The Chestnut Hill Commu-
nity Association’s 75th
anniversary bash last Thurs-

day night was a veritable ‘who’s
who’ of the neighborhood, with
more than 150 community mem-
bers, civic and institutional leaders
turning out to celebrate the
momentous occasion.

The event, sponsored by Temple
Health Chestnut Hill Hospital,
and others, was held again this
year at the Philadelphia Cricket
Club, featured music by Chestnut
Hill’s own Joe Block Jazz Quartet.

Kerri and Ryan Farragut and Voltaire and Danielle Blaine. Voltaire is president of Chestnut Hill Business Association.

Tony and Tinesha Bank and Jason and Ellen Pierce.

Tim and Pearl Breslin.

Anne Standish and state Rep. Chris Rabb. 

Richard Tuttle with Laura Lucas and Kathi Clayton, the current and the former CHCA board chairs, respectively.

Cathy Brzozowski and City Councilwoman Cindy Bass.



Chestnut Hill Local  |  Thursday, October 12, 2023         Page 17

Dennis F. MeyeR, inC.
General Contractor

Carpenter-Builder

Custom Mill Work

Renovations-AdditionsTEL 215-793-0250

Your Old House &
Millwork Experts

HIC#PA028727-Phila#22104

3119 E. Pennsylvania Ave.
Glenside, PA 19038

WWW.DFMeYeRINC.COM
email: Info@dfmeyerinc.com

SPORTS

This week in sports, Springside Chestnut Hill Academy's tennis team, with 10th-
graders playing in all of the singles flights, crafted a 6-1 Inter-Ac victory over
Notre Dame (upper left). After a struggle in the first set, Germantown Academy
remained undefeated in volleyball, topping Mount St. Joe's, 3-0. The match was also
GA's "Dig Pink" fundraiser supporting breast cancer research and treatment
(lower left). Above, In the first week of boys' soccer in the league, GA finished up
1-1, as did SCH and Penn Charter. Photos by Tom Utescher. Look for stories and
more photos on chestnuthilllocal.com. 



by Len Lear

One of the most important
lessons I’ve learned in my
life is how important it is

to always be curious. It’s one of
the first things I tell young
interns when they are just start-
ing out in the news reporting
business. “Don't have tunnel
vision when you interview some-
one,” I tell them. “Ask lots of
questions about all sorts of
things. You never know what
kind of story you may wind up
with.”

I have a favorite story to go
along with this advice, of course,
And it just might be my best life
lesson in this very thing. 

I was a reporter at the Philadel-
phia Tribune in 1975 when a call
came in from a woman who lived
in a rowhouse at 52nd and Par-

rish Streets in West Philadel-
phia. She said she lived alone
and was terrified of a group of
local teenage boys who would
call her ugly names and had even
thrown a rock through her front
window.

I told her to call the police. “I
did call the police,” she told me,
“and a cop came to the house and
took a report from me, but I nev-
er heard from them again, and
the kids are still harassing me.”

I told the editor, who said,
“Well, it doesn’t exactly sound
like a 'stop the presses' story, but
go on out there and talk to her.
You never know what you'll
find.”

So I went and spoke to the
woman for about 30 minutes, and
really did not learn anything
more than I had heard on that
previous three-minute phone

call. I told her I would write it up
but could not promise that it
would run in the paper. 

Then I stood up and put on my
overcoat (it was a cold December

day) and happened to notice a
framed photo on a side table next
to the couch in which a short
man had his arm around the
shoulder of a tall, striking woman

in a skimpy Les Vegas showgirl-
type outfit. Both were smiling.

“Excuse me,” I said, “but the
short man in this photo looks
like Sammy Davis Jr. Is it?”

“Yes,” she said.
“Is this one of those times,” I

replied, “when a person sees a
celebrity and wants to take a pic-
ture with him and get his auto-
graph?”

“No,” she said. “I worked with
him. I was a professional dancer
and part of an opening act for
Sammy's nightclub act. We went
all over the world – Tokyo, Rio
de Janeiro, Nairobi, Paris, Stock-
holm, lots of places.”

“WOW,” I exclaimed. “That is
spectacular! Did you meet any
other celebrities along the way?”

“Oh, yes,” she said. “I danced
with other girls in some movies.
We met Cary Grant, Gary Coop-
er, Charlton Heston, Marlon
Brando…..”

“That is nuts!” I said. “What
were they like? Which ones were
really nice people, and were
there any jerks? (Most were very
nice, she said.) You don't happen
to have any photos of yourself
with those people, do you?”

She proceeded to go upstairs
and come down with two photo
albums containing photos of her-
self with lots of people, including
some with movie stars.

I said, “This is solid gold! Too
good to be true. May I borrow a
few of these photos? I promise I
will bring them back in person.”

“Why?” she said. “What does
this have to do with teenagers
harassing me?”

“An awful lot of people are fas-
cinated by celebrities,” I told her.
“That is why there are so many
celebrity magazines and biogra-
phies, TV talk shows, fan clubs,
and well-publicized scandals. 

“If I turn in a story that 'teens
harass woman in West Philly,' it
will probably get a few para-
graphs on page 53, if that,” I con-
tinued. “But if I turn in a
headline of 'Dancer with the
stars harassed by teens in West
Philly,' and run it with these
photos, it will be on the front
page!”

So I turned in the article and
photos to the editor, who had a
mile-wide grin on her face. Two
days later the “Dancer with the
stars...” headline was at the top
of page one, over four photos of
the harassment victim posing
with a number of movie stars.

The paper sold out, and stores
were calling in the afternoon to
ask for more copies of the paper.

Late that afternoon, the ex-
dancer called me and said,
“Guess what? The captain and
lieutenant from the local police
station came to my house, apolo-
gized for not doing enough and
said they would be putting police
cars in front of my house in
shifts. People I went to school
with years ago are calling me,
and kidding me about being a
star. I'm so happy!”

I guess the moral of the story is
that if you want the authorities
to help you, make friends with a
few movie stars.

Len Lear can be reached at
lenlear@chestnuthilllocal.com

Page 18 Chestnut Hill Local  |  Thursday, October 12, 2023

How teenage terrors delivered a delightful life lesson 

Sadly, The Local could not find the original Sammy Davis Jr. photo that was the
source of this column. But here he is with his then-wife, Swedish actress May
Britt, in the mid-1960s. Britt is still alive at age 89.
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Finding beauty in an aging body
by Len Lear

Sara Allen's mantra should
be “Better late than never.”

A Mt. Airy resident for the
past 58 years, the 81-year-old
Allen taught middle and upper
school English at Springside
School (now Springside Chest-
nut Hill Academy) for 33 years
until her retirement in 2006.

“The girls all wore uniforms
back then,” said Allen last week.
“I really liked Springside. We had
a lot of independence. Teachers
could make up their own curricu-
lum. I taught a lot of Black and
feminist literature. I believe we
did projects I could not have
done anywhere else.”

The 2005 death of Allen’s hus-
band Ralph, a hero of the civil
rights movement, sent the retired
teacher on a path of self-discov-
ery. Lonely without her husband,
and two children who live thou-
sands of miles away, Allen decid-
ed to take up photography. She
bought a Nikon SLR camera, a
purchase that changed her life. 

In the years since then, she has
developed a photographic eye
and skill that has been showcased
at various galleries, including the
DaVinci Gallery in South
Philadelphia. Allen’s current
exhibit, “Fragments” at Abington
Art Center in the Alverthorpe
Manor, 515 Meetinghouse Rd. in
Jenkintown, will be on display
through Oct. 21.

The exhibit consists of close-

ups of Allen’s “naturally aging
body with its creases, folds and
rough textures, its bumps and
lines and spots…,” Allen
explained. “The parts are famil-
iar: the neck, the brow, the back,
the fingers and hands, the legs
and feet, the torso from the side
or the back. It's about what is
beautiful and fascinating about
the human body.”

Allen is a native of Vermont.
She was a history major at Vassar
College in Poughkeepsie, NY,
and earned an M.A. in English at
Middlebury College in Vermont.
After having two children, she
spent seven years as a stay-at-
home mom before teaching Eng-
lish for two years in alternative
public schools and then Spring-
side. 

Allen’s husband, a native of
Melrose, Massachusetts, was one
of the “Americus Four,” who
were arrested in Americus, Geor-
gia, after an August 1963,
demonstration, charged with
“seditious conspiracy” (inciting
insurrection), a capital crime,
and held without bail for three
months. 

Ralph was released on Nov. 1,
1963, by a three-judge federal
panel that found the charge
unconstitutional. On Nov. 6,
1963, an all-white jury found
Allen guilty of assault with
intent to murder a police officer
in lieu of the insurrection charge.
Ralph, who later taught English
at Penn Charter and German-
town Academy, was sentenced to

(Continued on page 20)

Sara Allen taught English for 33 years at Springside School before becoming an
award-winning photographer. Photo by Reed Gustow
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two years, but his sentence was
appealed and overturned. He
died of heart disease at 63. 

After Ralph’s death, and with
son Ralph and daughter Eliza-
beth far away, Allen began study-
ing photography. Back then, her
work was “unexceptional,” she
said.  “But it was the pandemic
that changed my photography.
As part of a class critique, I was
forced to go online in March
2020, and I began exploring the
feeling of living alone a long way
from family members. It took at
least a year before I found my
vehicle: self-portraits.”

At first, Allen photographed
herself, using a 10-second timer,
looking out a window or sitting
alone at a table. Gradually, she
discovered that isolated parts of a
body (legs, feet, arms, shoulder,
back, hands, forehead, side) were
interesting in themselves.
Gallery owners apparently
agreed. She was given a solo
show of both color and black-
and-white images at DaVinci
Gallery in 2022, which won her
an honorable mention from the
National Council on Aging, fol-
lowed by numerous group, mem-
ber and online exhibits. 

“I further refined my image-
making over the last three years,”
Allen said, “focusing more and

more on interesting aspects of
the body: the texture of the skin,
the interesting intersections of
arms and legs or hands and back
or feet and hands, the 'landscape'
of the body, so to speak. I thought
I was focusing on the aging body
but discovered it wasn’t old age
per se that I wanted to show.”

In 2020, Allen joined a cri-
tique group which is ongoing.
During the pandemic, she sought
to create situations in which ges-
ture, light and composition com-
municated her feelings of sadness
and a quiet pensiveness about

this time of isolation. As this
exploration continued, the pro-
ject became more about the
expressiveness of the human
body itself, a perspective reflect-
ed in her current exhibit.

“I try to make the ordinary
body strange,” Allen said. “I want
viewers to look at something in a
different way than they have
looked at it many times before.” 

For more information, email
saramoodyallenphotography@gmail.
com or visit saraallen42photogra-
phy.com. Len Lear can be reached
at lenlear@chestnuthilllocal.com

Finding beauty in an aging body
(Continued from page 19)

Allen's current exhibit, “Fragments” is at Abington Art Center in the Alverthorpe
Manor, 515 Meetinghouse Rd. in Jenkintown, through Oct. 21.
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Sustainability is a word that
has been around for a while
but has become a current

buzzword in many fields, not the
least of which is architecture.
The practice emphasizes energy
efficiency and health and also
benefits the planet by reducing
reliance on non-renewable
resources such as coal and oil.

Green architecture can pro-
mote and maintain a cleaner
environment. With so much evi-

dence of climate change upon
us, practicing sustainability can
help us create healthy and pro-
ductive environments. 

I opened my interiors firm in
1986.  At that time, the term
“adaptive reuse” was not heard
very frequently in the architec-
tural world. 

Now, however, the practice
has since become one of the key
ways of promoting sustainability.
Adaptive reuse refers to the
process of reusing an existing
building for a purpose other than
which it was originally built or
designed for, and it is an effec-
tive strategy for optimizing sus-
tainability efforts.

One of our earliest commis-
sions was the adaptive reuse ren-
ovation of Krisheim, the
Tudor-Jacobean mansion of the
George Woodward family in
Chestnut Hill.  Built in 1912,  it
served as the family residence for

nearly 50 years. After a brief
period as a religious retreat, the
owners decided to create several
individual residences within the
mansion. Retaining the original
first-floor layout as public spaces,
the second and third floors were
remodeled into twelve individ-
ual luxury apartments. 

The most important aspect of
the project was the meticulous
maintenance of intricate mold-
ings and architectural detail that
was preserved and reused
throughout the new spaces. The
renovation won much acclaim as

a prime example of an adaptive
reuse project that not only saved
a historically significant resi-
dence but became an early
example of the importance of
“green” design in sustainability.

We have continued to be very
lucky in our practice, emphasiz-
ing that not only can adaptive
reuse be an environmentally
sound practice, but it can also
produce some of the most
unique, intriguing, and histori-
cally fascinating interiors.

We were so lucky to be
retained for one of our favorite
projects, which was the adaptive
reuse of an original carriage
house on Moreland Ave. Lucky,
because all of the original archi-
tectural features were still in

place; the original tin ceiling
and window configuration of the
tack room, the solid wood beams
and columns of the carriage
room, and most significantly,
there were several original horse
stalls with their mahogany rails
and rolling doors still in place.

It was such a joy to imagine
how these all-important features
could be incorporated into a fin-
ished design. The project
became one that, again, not only
saved a historically significant
structure but created a unique
residence, utilizing original
materials and architectural
details that could not even be
imagined, let alone economical-
ly feasible, in “new construction”
today.

So, if you are considering a
new residence, a new business
location, or are just looking for
an interesting renovation pro-
ject, keep sustainability in mind,
and look for that unique adap-
tive reuse opportunity.  It could
be as fascinating as an original
carriage house, or as complex as
a 30,000 square-foot Tudor
Jacobean mansion, but, as long
as you are thinking about sus-
tainability, you will end up with
a building like no other, and sav-
ing the planet at the same time.

Patricia Marian Cove is the prin-
cipal of Architectural Interiors and
Design and can be reached through
her website at www.patriciacove
.com.
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Adaptive reuse is not just preservation, it’s sustainability too

By
Design
by Patricia Cove

nonconventional loans to histori-
cally disenfranchised Philadelphi-
ans. 

But Weinstein says this still
doesn’t add up to a sea change
among major lenders. Zillow, a
major real estate technology com-
pany, briefly tried to get into the
small-scale property flipping game
but exited in 2021 due to a lack of
profitability. In the end, the mar-
gins on these types of develop-
ments just aren’t fat enough.

“The Jumpstart program is a
labor of love,” Weinstein said.
“I’d welcome it if other people
want to take it on and get
involved or put us out of business.
[But] there’s a reason why tradi-
tional banks are not providing
these loans.”

Miller knows that there’s also a
ceiling on how much the program
can ease neighborhood tensions
over issues like gentrification.
Even as a Black man doing deals
in his own neighborhood, he
encounters pushback.

“In Germantown, they don’t
play around,” Miller said, laugh-
ing. “They’ll hold your feet to the
fire.”

Even still, both he and Wein-
stein believe the program can
help launch new developers who
can build value in their own
neighborhoods, and counter a
pattern of profits going to outside
developers in places like New
York City. 

They say local developers also
often have a better sense of their
community and know what kind
of development is appropriate for
specific streets or neighborhoods.

“If any developer tells you they
can improve a neighborhood
without some gentrification,
they’re lying to you,” Weinstein
said. “But we believe that we can
improve neighborhoods with less
gentrification. Because we are
recruiting local residents to
improve their own communities.”

Coaching
developers
(Continued from page 8)
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Caroline Masters
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Marie Pogue
Amanda Saunders

Paula Seitchik
Bill Shelton
Jennifer Singer
Michael Sivel
Daniel Smith
Barrett Stewart
Dorothy Storm
Danielle Tucciarone
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Alice Starr Wagg
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Kim Whetzel
Katrina Wise
Loretta Witt
Mike Woods
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Chestnut Hill, PA Price Upon Request
One slightly angst-ridden sheep gossips. Five very purple poisons laughed, even
though the cats gossips, because one dwarf bought two speedy
chrysanthemums, even though the fountain laughed. Televisions untangles
angst-ridden poisons. One elephant mostly quickly tastes five tickets.

Chestnut Hill, PA Price Upon Request
One slightly angst-ridden sheep gossips. Five very purple poisons laughed, even
though the cats gossips, because one dwarf bought two speedy
chrysanthemums, even though the fountain laughed. Televisions untangles
angst-ridden poisons. One elephant mostly quickly tastes five tickets.

Chestnut Hill, PA Price Upon Request
One slightly angst-ridden sheep gossips. Five very purple poisons laughed, even
though the cats gossips, because one dwarf bought two speedy
chrysanthemums, even though the fountain laughed. Televisions untangles
angst-ridden poisons. One elephant mostly quickly tastes five tickets.

Chestnut Hill, PA Price Upon Request
One slightly angst-ridden sheep gossips. Five very purple poisons laughed, even
though the cats gossips, because one dwarf bought two speedy
chrysanthemums, even though the fountain laughed. Televisions untangles
angst-ridden poisons. One elephant mostly quickly tastes five tickets.

Chestnut Hill, PA Price Upon Request
One slightly angst-ridden sheep gossips. Five very purple poisons laughed, even
though the cats gossips, because one dwarf bought two speedy
chrysanthemums, even though the fountain laughed. Televisions untangles
angst-ridden poisons. One elephant mostly quickly tastes five tickets.

Chestnut Hill, PA Price Upon Request
One slightly angst-ridden sheep gossips. Five very purple poisons laughed, even
though the cats gossips, because one dwarf bought two speedy
chrysanthemums, even though the fountain laughed. Televisions untangles
angst-ridden poisons. One elephant mostly quickly tastes five tickets.

Chestnut Hill, PA Price Upon Request
One slightly angst-ridden sheep gossips. Five very purple poisons laughed, even
though the cats gossips, because one dwarf bought two speedy
chrysanthemums, even though the fountain laughed. Televisions untangles
angst-ridden poisons. One elephant mostly quickly tastes five tickets.

Chestnut Hill, PA Price Upon Request
One slightly angst-ridden sheep gossips. Five very purple poisons laughed, even
though the cats gossips, because one dwarf bought two speedy
chrysanthemums, even though the fountain laughed. Televisions untangles
angst-ridden poisons. One elephant mostly quickly tastes five tickets.

chestnUt hill                             $2,995,000
Don't miss out on this chic and sophisticated gem at 14 Valley View Rd, a
timeless masterpiece offering Old World elegance with a distinctive
modern design. Step inside and fall in love with the serene primary suite
with a spa-like bath or the large media area and full custom bar on the
lower level. You can have all this and more just minutes from all the
shopping and dining along Germantown Ave.

8217 shaWnee street

chestnUt hill oPen sat 12-2    $1,995,000
Discover the combination of style and comfort at 8217 Shawnee Street of
The Enclave, 1 of 8 luxurious townhomes overlooking Pastorius Park. This
beautiful new construction home features a 4-stop elevator for easy access
throughout the home, a gourmet kitchen with Wolf and Sub-Zero appli-
ances and a charming deck perfect for alfresco dining. All this and more just
steps from all the shopping and dining along Germantown Ave. Truly a
home you won’t want to miss!

PennsPort                                   $424,900
Introducing the charming 120 Alter St, a charming 2-bedroom, 2-bath-
room home located just a few minutes away from places like Penn's Land-
ing & the Delaware River Trail! This home does not disappoint. It has a
lovely backyard space that's perfect for grilling or alfresco dining, a sunlit
living room with a fireplace for those winter evenings, and a spacious
kitchen with stainless steel appliances. Don't miss out on this rare oppor-
tunity.

West Mt. airy                                   $950,000
138 West Upsal Street is where timeless elegance meets modern luxury.
This meticulously renovated Victorian home boasts five bedrooms, three
& a half bathrooms, and an abundance of charm at every turn. The spa-
cious backyard provides ample space for outdoor entertaining or garden-
ing, the light-filled formal living room has a fireplace for those winter
evenings, and it's just minutes from the shopping and dining of German-
town and Chestnut Hill. Truly, a home not to be missed! 

Mt. airy                                  $539,900
A special collection of 6 high-design townhouses!  Enter into this 4
BR/3.5 BA inviting home offering a first floor BR and full BA with rear
access to the 1-car garage.  Upstairs you will find  an open-concept living
floor with chef’s eat-in kitchen and dining area.  The Third floor features
a spacious Primary Suite in the rear complete with 2 closets and an en-
suite bathroom.  Down the hall is a guest suite.  Fantastic rooftop deck
as well as finished lower level featuring the 4th bedroom.  Convenient
location just 1 block from the Germantown Ave commercial corridor,
convenient to Chestnut Hill, Center City, transportation, and major high-
ways. Approved 10 year property tax abatement.  

aMbler                                    $550,000
Wonderful investment property in Ambler. Duplex in sought after loca-
tion. The first floor unit has 2 bedrooms, bath, large living room and eat
in kitchen. The second unit has 2 floors, one with 2 bedrooms, bath, third
floor great room and eat in kitchen. Both units are on a month to month
lease. Great outdoor space.

New
Listing

Mt. airy                                     $1,250,000
Elegance, warmth, comfort and convenience all in one stunning package.
A fabulous six  bedroom, three and a half bath home with multiple
enclosed porches and beautiful gardens. Two fireplaces, hardwood floors,
replacement windows, detached two-car garage. This is a truly special
home just steps from the trails of the Wissahickon and one mile from the
village of West Mt. Airy. Central location with easy access to Center City and
Chestnut Hill.

FishtoWn                                   $889,000
Welcome to 1339 E Hewson Street - A special, classic-design new con-
struction townhome brought to you by developer, Canal Development
Partners of New York City and Philadelphia and New York architect,
Ajemian Design. This 4-5 Bedroom/3 full Bath city house is located on a
charming and quiet side street in a very desirable Fishtown location just
a short walk from everything this vibrant section of the city has to offer.
Stop by one of our open houses this weekend!

New
Listing

Presents …
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8400 Germantown Avenue, Suite 2, 215-247-3750
Philadelphia’s Market Leader in Chestnut Hill Since 1925

Amin Beyah
Jim Breslin
Baiyina Brown
Tom Brummett
Rebecca Buffum
Michele Cooley
Janet Cribbins
Hannah Cutler

Jennifer Daugherty
Lisa Denberry
Jennifer Flynn
Pat Gallagher
Nanny Gifford
Ellen Goodwin
Christie Jones
Juanita Leysath

Tom Main
Mark Malfara
Katie Mancini
Caroline Masters
Dave Morasco
Mimi Morrow
Carleen Mossett
Edna Parker

Brian Ranck
Holly Reynolds
Jennifer Rinella
Michelle Schoen
Paula Seitchik
Bill Shelton
Michael Sivel
Daniel Smith

Matt Spector
Barrett Stewart
Dorothy Storm
Ernie Tracy
Stephanie Washington
Loretta Witt
Robin Waché

New
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OPEN HOUSE

Wissahickon                             $1,495,000
Welcome to Wissahickon Place - A boutique collection of 6 new construc-
tion homes designed by renowned architect Canno Design modeled after
historic European-style architecture. These homes feature 4 bedrooms,
3.5 baths, 3,925 sq ft, and personal elevator. Enjoy fabulous open-con-
cept living with dramatic 10 ft high ceilings. Spacious Living Room with
custom coffered ceiling, gas fireplace with custom built-in shelves and
cabinetry with access to a private rear balcony. A true Chef's eat-in
kitchen with SS appliances, shaker cabinetry, contemporary quartz coun-
ters and island. Dining room with custom built-in console including
upper and lower cabinetry and wine refrigerator ideal for entertaining.
10 year tax abatement. Stop by one of our open houses this weekend!

New
Price

New
Listing
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A R T S  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

by Len Lear

Ten years ago, shortly after
Kristin Sutch bought the
13-acre horse farm just

outside Dresher, she adopted a
lamb. 

“Her name was Rosie,” said
Sutch, who at the time was still
working as a real estate agent.
“She followed me everywhere.
She brought joy to so many peo-
ple. She made me wonder, 'Who
is rescuing whom?'”

Next came a goat, then a pig,
and pretty soon the patch of land
she’d purchased was a farm full of
rescued animals.

Now, ten years later, Sutch has
created her own dream job – Rose
Bridge Farm & Sanctuary. And
it’s not just a sanctuary. It’s a
great place to visit for anyone
who’s craving the contented feel-
ing you can get when you get up
close and personal with animals. 

Here, cuddling with the goats,
pigs and even cows is not only
allowed but encouraged. Kids can
join the evening piggy parties,
craft workshops, storytime, goat
hiking, and butterfly house paint-
ing. For adults, the farm also
offers horse and goat yoga – a
practice that involves goats walk-
ing on your back. They also invite
you to come with fixings for a
BYOB happy hour. 

“Animals have a gift to help
humans relax and heal,” Sutch
said. “Most people, when they’re
in the presence of an animal,
especially a baby animal, tend to
be in the present moment; no
worrying about anything. It trig-
gers a release of oxytocin, which
makes them feel good. So not
only is cow cuddling fun, it’s also
healing.”

A native of Whitemarsh, Sutch
attended Plymouth Whitemarsh
High School and then earned a
degree in real estate from Chest-
nut Hill College. She proceeded
to work for a local real estate firm
for five years, during which time
she learned about a 13-acre farm
for sale at 1314 Limekiln Pike in
Dresher, about 20 minutes from
Chestnut Hill. She bought it at
auction in 1993.

“I've always loved animals,”
Sutch said, “so I decided to fulfill
a lifelong dream and switch to a
life of poverty.”

Sutch eats fish, but no meat,
and is not hesitant to discuss the
ethical issues around killing farm
animals for food. 

“Baby cows love to snuggle and
kiss, just like dogs. You give any
farm animal love and attention,
and they give it back,” she said.
“They are no different from dogs

and cats.”
Sutch eventually rescued a full

complement of chickens, ducks,
sheep, pigs, rabbits, horses, and
even cows and dairy camels. 

People invariably ask about the
camels – which are massive. 

“I got them five years ago,”
Sutch said. “I was sick and getting
divorced and used the camel milk
to heal my body.”

She now uses the milk to make
skin care products and sells them
on the premises. 

“Our main focus is on farm ani-
mals that would otherwise have
been killed for their meat, like
baby cows that would have been
killed for veal,” Sutch said. “So
instead of their being killed, we
socialize them and get them
adopted.” 

The Lehigh Valley Zoo and

The Highlands Mansion & Gar-
dens in Fort Washington have
both adopted animals, as well as
many individual animal lovers. 

The land and buildings that
Sutch calls her “hidden piece of
paradise” have a storied past, dat-
ing back to the 1700s. The prop-
erty's first owner was William
Penn, who gave it to a man
named Levi Jarrett, after whom a
nearby community called Jarret-
town was named. The house on
the property was built in 1734.     

Sutch keeps the place running
with about 20 consistent volun-
teers and other part-time help. 

Essentially, the farm serves as a
sort of foster organization, con-
tinuously rescuing new animals
and securing them new loving
homes. The animals, mostly
infants,  come from dairy farms,

meat farms or livestock auctions.
Rose Bridge nurtures them with
bottle feeding and later finds
them permanent homes as com-
panion animals. 

“The people who come here to
share their love give these sweet

farm friends a second chance at
life,” Sutch said.

For more information about visit-
ing, or volunteering, to go rose-
bridgefarmsanctuary.com. Len Lear
can be reached Len@chestnuthilllo-
cal.com

Got beef? At this farm, you can cuddle cows instead

No matter how much milk you put out for these little piglets, they drink it all up.

This baby cow has become best buddies with a rabbit.

Kid feeds kid: Lalya V. bottle-feeds a baby goat. She came to Rose Bridge Farm &
Sanctuary's "Little Farmers" summer animal husbandry session.



St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Chestnut Hill will host a
forum on “Music and the

Liturgy” on Saturday, Oct. 14,
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The
forum is presented by the history
committee of the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Pennsylvania’s Seventh
Annual Fall Forum.

The forum will explore,
through the lens of history, the
broad topics of how music and
liturgy combine. Organizers hope
to contribute to a better and
fuller understanding of how
music enhances the liturgy.

Throughout its history, reach-
ing back to the 16th century, the
Church of England has valued a
finely expressed liturgy and the
music. When it was established
outside the Catholic Church
under Queen Elizabeth I, the
English Church maintained the
Church of Rome’s incredible pat-
rimony of sacred choral music
going back to Pope Gregory the
Great in the late 6th century.

Across liturgical and musical
ups and downs right into the 21st
century, the Church of England
and the entire worldwide Angli-
can Communion (and the Epis-
copal Church USA, its
American province) have sus-
tained a superb musical tradition
within its liturgy. Seen and heard
within the broader context of the
Roman Catholic Church having
jettisoned much of its treasure

house of great music in the wake
of the Second Vatican Council,
Anglicanism’s devotion to those
treasures is all the more praise-
worthy, especially as it continues
to support the writing of new
music for the sacred liturgies.

Within the Episcopal Diocese
of Pennsylvania, the “broad
church” characteristics of Angli-
canism thrive. Its first two parish-
es – Christ Church at 2nd and
Market Streets in Old City and
Old St. Peter’s Church at 3rd and
Pine Streets in Society Hill –
lean toward the “Protestant Epis-
copal” in both liturgy and music.
On the other hand, St. Mark’s
Church at 1625 Locust Street in
Center City is “Anglo-Catholic”
in both aspects.

St. Paul’s Church, within its
stunning and spacious neo-gothic
architectural setting, manifests
both aspects of Anglicanism. Its
choir, under the inspired direc-
tion of Andrew Kotylo, rivals in
quality choral ensembles found in
the cathedrals of the Church of
England, itself.

The speakers and their topics
for the forum are: Derrick
Thompson, interim director of
music at St. Peter’s Church, “Lift
Every Voice and Sing;” Rev.
Hillary Raining, rector at St.
Christopher’s Church in Glad-
wyne, “A Confessing Church
Singers Her Song;” Michael
Smith, minister of music at St.
Thomas Church in Whitemarsh,
“The Anglican/Episcopal Tradi-
tion: Myth or Reality?”

The forum will also feature
singing by St. Paul’s Choir,
directed by Kotylo and accompa-
nied by him at the parish’s newly
renovated Aeolian-Skinner pipe
organ.

The following Sunday at 4
p.m., Kotylo and his choristers
will proffer a choral concert high-
lighted by a rendition of Ben-
jamin Britten’s “Rejoice in the
Lamb.” The program also features
works by Bruckner, Sowerby,
Harris and Villette.

For more information visit
stpaulschestnuthill.org. 

More Concerts This Weekend
Woodmere Art Museum in

Chestnut Hill will present
“Romantic Music for Cello and
Piano” on Saturday, Oct. 14, at 6
p.m. Cellist Scott Ballantyne and
pianist Hiroko will perform music
by Brahms, Debussy and Kodaly.

For more information visit wood-
mereartmuseum.org.

Valentin Radu will conduct
the Camerata Ama Deus in
“Vivaldissimo” on Saturday, Oct.

14, at 8 p.m. in the Episcopal
Church of St. Martin-in-the-
Fields in Chestnut Hill. Featured
soloists include violinists Linda
Kistler and Thomas DiSarlo,
oboist Sarah Davol, and trum-
peter Bob Wagner. They will play
a selection of sinfonias and con-
certi from among the many mas-
terpieces composed by the
Venetian master, Antonio Vival-
di.

For more information call
610-688-2800 or visit VoxAm-
aDeus.org.

The Academy of Vocal Arts
will present its annual “Giargiari
Bel Canto Vocal Competition”
on Friday, Oct. 13, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Perelman Theater at the
Kimmel Center. Senior vocal
coach Danielle Orlando will
accompany AVA’s budding opera
stars at the Steinway in a vast

variety of operatic selections.
For more information visit ava-

opera.org or call 215-735-1685.
The Mendelssohn Chorus will

open its 15th anniversary season,
entitled “As We Live and
Breathe,” on Saturday, Oct. 14,
at 4 p.m. in the Episcopal Church
of the Holy Trinity on Ritten-
house Square in Center City
Philadelphia. Artistic director
Dominick DiOrio will lead the
choir and the Chamber Orches-
tra of Philadelphia in a concert
dubbed “We Reply to Violence”
that includes Franz Joseph
Haydn’s “Mass in the Time of
War,” “Seven Last Words of the
Unarmed” by Joel Thompson,
and DiOrio’s own “We Reply.”

For more information mcccho-
rus.org.

You can contact NOTEWORTHY
at Michael-caruso@comcast.net.
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Note-
Worthy
by Michael Caruso

mjcjsb@aol.com

St. Paul’s Church to host ‘Music and the Liturgy’ forum

BOYD’S ANTIQUES
by Priscilla Boyd Angelos

The Largest Selection of Quality18th &19th
Century Antiques in the Area

NOW LOCATED:
1510 BETHLEHEM PIKE, FLOURTOWN

215-880-6268
www.boydsantiques.com

BLUM’S CHESTNUT HILL ANTIQUES
PHILADELPHIA AREA'S LARGEST 

INVENTORY OF QUALITY ANTIQUES.
Always interested in buying.
Complete estate liquidations.

Open M - S: 10:15 - 5:30
45 E. Chestnut Hill Avenue • 215-242-8877

www.blumsantiques.com
barryblum00@comcast.net 

- Est. 1930 - 

KEYSTONE AUCTION
OF YORK, PA

Owner: Gary Klinger • Local Contact: Ronald Klinger

215-688-7578
Antiques & Collectibles

Lic.# AY002300

McCARTY GALLERY ANTIQUES

18th, 19th & 20th Century Items, 
Fine Art, Antique Furniture, Oriental Rugs

Open FRI and SAT, 
by chance or by appointment

7733 Winston Road, Chestnut Hill

215-247-5220

Galleries, Antiques & COL L EC T I B L ES

THEN AND AGAIN
VINTAGE AND ANTIQUE STORE

RECLAIM - RESTORE - REPURPOSE
Open Thurs. - Sat., 10 am to 2 pm 

or by appointment

215-688-8933
www.thenandagain.store

221 S. Easton Rd., Glenside, PA 19038

BIRD IN HAND
NON-PROFIT CONSIGNMENT SHOP

Decorative objects for the Home, the Collector
and the Environmentally Conscious

Jewelry, Antiques, Furniture, Framed Art, Crystal & China
For Consignments:

Send photos to: birdinhandconsignmentshop@gmail.com
or call 215-842-5624

Visit us on Instagram: birdinhandconsignmentshop
Now open at our new location:

9 W. Highland Ave. Hours: Tues - Sat 10 - 5

THE ANTIQUE GALLERY
Pottery - Porcelain -  Bronze - Paintings - Jewelry

We repair all jewelry, paintings and ceramics. 
Always interested in purchasing
costume jewelry, gold and silver.

8523 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia PA 19118
(215) 248-1700 • M: (215) 808-3471

www.antiquegal.com

OWEN'S ANTIQUES
Cool Stuff Inside

Artwork, Mirrors, Lamps, Coat Racks, Rockers & More

7132 Germantown Ave. Phila, PA 19119

BY APPOINTMENT ANYTIME
CALL OR TEXT: 215-858-3990

IG: owens antiques
FB: Owens Antiques

The LiTTLe GaLLery
• Emphasis on Philadelphia, British and French

Paintings from the Early 20th Century to Today
• Original Vintage Posters From Around the World
• Modern Design Objects & Furniture

8622 Germantown avenue, Chestnut hill
Open 11 to 5 Wednesday - Sunday

215-601-4023, www.thelittlegallery.com
@thelittlegallery

owensantiquesllc.com
OPEN THURS, FRI & SAT: 11-6

Michael Smith (left), minister of music at St. Thomas Church, Whitemarsh; the Rev. Dr. Hillary Raining (center), of St.Christo-
pher’s Church in Gladwyne, and Derrick Thompson, of St. Peter’s Church in Society Hill, will discuss about the connection
between music and liturgy Oct. 14 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Chestnut Hill.



by Len Lear

In college I was part of an
experimental theater group
that put on several “Theater of

the Absurd” plays, the most
absurd of which was “Waiting for
Godot,” by Samuel Beckett. I was
always puzzled about the meaning
of these plays. My only guess was
that they had to do with the cat-
astrophic destruction, dislocation,
mass murder and inconceivable
suffering of the millions who were
killed in World War II and even
of those who managed to survive.

Theater critic Martin Esslin
coined a term for it in his iconic
1960 essay, "The Theatre of the
Absurd," which begins by focus-
ing on playwrights Samuel Beck-
ett, Arthur Adamov, Jean-Paul
Sartre and Eugene Ionesco. Esslin
says their plays have a common
denominator — the "absurd," a
word that Esslin defines as “that
which has no purpose, goal or
objective." The French philoso-
pher Albert Camus wrote that
these plays describe the human
situation as “meaningless and
absurd.”

The “absurd” in these plays
takes the form of man's reaction
to a world apparently without
meaning, or God or man as a pup-
pet, controlled or menaced by
invisible outside forces. The char-
acters are often caught in hope-
less situations and forced to do
repetitive or meaningless actions;
the dialogue is full of clichés,
wordplay and nonsense; plots are
cyclical or ridiculous – seemingly
a parody of “realistic” plays like
those of legendary American
playwrights Arthur Miller, Ten-
nessee Williams or Eugene
O'Neill. 

One of those plays was “No
Exit,” by the atheistic French
existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre,
which is currently being per-
formed through Oct. 28 by the
Quintessence Theatre Group,
7137 Germantown Ave. in Mt.
Airy. Its founding artistic director,
Alexander Burns, is a Mt. Airy

native who has directed more
than 60 professional plays in his
career, “not counting those on
Devon Street that I put on during
block parties when I was growing
up.”

“I've always been fascinated by
'No Exit,' which I was first
exposed to as a student at Ger-
mantown Friends School,” he
said in an interview last week.
“My favorite character was Inez,
one of the greatest queer charac-
ters of all time. It was shocking
and exciting to me. I read it again
during the pandemic and thought
it was still so relevant. I watched
so many friends' relationships dis-
integrate during Covid. If you
look at the play philosophically, it
is saying that regardless of how
you choose to live your life, your
actions will be judged, and just
one action can define you as a
person – so you must take respon-
sibility for your actions.”

There is a clear moral structure
to the play. The central theme for
the main male character, Garvin,
is his sin of cowardice. He did not
have the courage to stand up for
his beliefs. He almost takes pride
in standing down. The character
who gets off best is Inez. She has
integrity.

“There is much humor, too, and
a richness of character and ideas.
It packs a punch,” Burns said. “I
heard a couple having a conversa-
tion after the show. One said, ‘It
must have been more powerful
back when it was written (1944),
not so much now.' But then, two
minutes later they were deep in
discussion about the meaning of
the play.”

When Burns was born, his
mother, Lisa Hemphill-Burns, was
designing costumes at People’s
Light and Theatre Company in
Malvern for a production of
Shakespeare's tragedy, “Mac-
beth,” so he feels he was born to
be in the theater.

He acted in plays while attend-
ing Northwestern University but
has not acted since graduation,
except once last year when an

actor in “Mary Poppins” got sick
and Burns had to step in. 

“I knew early on that I enjoyed
performing,” he said, “but I quick-
ly focused on the bigger picture.
Even at ages 10 and 11, I was cre-
ating projects like those shows on
Devon Street during block par-
ties. And I have never stopped
creating.”

Burns has also worked at the
Arden Theatre, University of the
Arts, Pennsylvania Shakespeare
Festival, Wilma Theater, Univer-
sity of Chicago, Shakespeare
Theatre Company in Washing-
ton, D.C., Syracuse Stage, and
Steppenwolf Theatre.

For more information, visit quin-
tessencetheatre.org. Len Lear can be
reached at lenlear@chestnuthilllo-
cal.com.
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Absurd, yes, but Sartre's 'No Exit' at Quintessence has power

Alexander Burns, a Mt. Airy native who has directed more than 60 professional plays in his career, is currently directing
“No Exit” by the French existentialist, Jean-Paul Sartre, through Oct. 28 at the Quintessence Theatre Group, 7137 Ger-
mantown Ave.



Friday Night Jazz: 
Tribute to Miles 
Davis
Woodmere Art 
Museum, 9201 

Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill.  
Trumpeter Duane Eubanks will celebrate 
the legacy of the mysterious man with 
the horn, performing “All Blues,” “Seven 
Steps to Heaven,” “TuTu,” and others. 
Tickets required. 6 p.m., 215-247-0476 
www.woodmereartmuseum.org 

Friday the 13th Halloween 
Party
The Royal, 1 South Easton Road, 
Glenside. 
Get into the spooky spirit early with 
Jason’s Children and The Veelies. 21 
and older. $15 pre-sale; $18 at the door. 
8 p.m., 610-220-2071 
www.theroyalglenside.com

Native Trees Tour
Morris Arboretum & 
Gardens, 100 East 
Northwestern Avenue, 
Chestnut Hill. 

A volunteer arboretum guide will escort 
you on a tour of trees native to our area 
that are well-suited to local growing 
conditions. Some of the trees you’ll 
see include huge tulip poplars and 
the smaller pitch pine and paw paw. 
It’s a great way to greet fall in one of 
the area’s true treasures. Meet at the 
Welcome Center. Free with Morris 
admission. 11 a.m. 
215-247-5777 ext. 157

Exploring Blue Bell to Historic 
Rittenhouse Town with Melvin 
Chappell
Blue Bell Park, 800 West Walnut Lane, 
Germantown. 
Hike between Blue Bell Park and 
Historic Rittenhouse Town and connect 
the natural world to Philadelphia’s 
industrial era. See amazing examples 
of trees and discuss their necessity to 
the park and learn why stewardship 
of this land is so important. At 
Rittenhouse Town, learn the site’s 
historic importance to the Germantown 
community. Registration required. 10 
a.m. to 12 noon. 
www.fow.org/event/

Second Saturdays
Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill  
Here’s your last chance this year to take 
in this arts celebration up and down the 
Avenue in Chestnut Hill. Local artists, 
galleries, local musicians. 
www.chestnuthillpa.com/events/ 

Fall Fest 2023
Ambler Yards, 300 Brookside Avenue, 
Ambler. 
The Montgomery County LGBT 

Business Council Presents its Annual 
Fall Festival. Bring the family for a fun-

and adults, local food and drink, trick or 
treating for kids, costume contest, live 
acoustic and spooky music, and more. 
Noon-5 p.m. 
www.montcolgbtbc.org

Barn Sale
St. Thomas Whitemarsh, 7020 Camp 
Hill Road, Whitemarsh. 
One of the area’s very best thrift stores, 
a real hidden treasure, with clothing 
for all, home goods and decor, books, 
toys, jewelry, art, sporting goods and 
furniture. Stop for a snack and a bev at 
Mac’s Café. All proceeds support local, 
national and international charities.  8 
a.m. to noon. 
www.stthomasbarn.org

RoxYunk Porchfest 2023
RoxYunk Porchfest, a day of impromptu 
live music concerts, is back on local 
porches and sidewalks. Noon to 6 p.m.  
The rain date is Sunday, October 15. 
www.roxyunkporchfest.com

Horses and 
History
Monastery Stables, 
1000 Kitchens Lane, 
Mount Airy. 

Maybe you’ve seen folks riding horses 
along the trails of the Wissahickon 
Valley. Where do those horses live, who 

how are they cared for? You can learn 
the answers to these equine questions 
and more as Monastery Stables hosts 
“Horses and History.” Treat yourself 
and the kids to an afternoon of 
grooming lessons and horseback riding 
demonstrations, inside-the barn tours, 
historic tours of the Monastery complex, 
special children’s activities. And best of 
all—you can meet and pet the horses 
(22 of them, and mini-donkeys). 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. www.monasterystables.org

For M is Musick
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 22 East 
Chestnut Hill Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
The Choir of St. Paul’s Church 
presents a concert of choral music, 
featuring works by Bruckner, Britten, 
Sowerby, Adelmann, Campbell, and 
more. A reception follows the concert. 
Suggested donation: $15 adult; $5 
students. 4 p.m. 
www.stpaulschestnuthill.org

Majestic Melodies Concert
Trinity Lutheran Church, 1000 West 
Main Street, Lansdale. 
The Montgomery County Chorale and 
Orchestra is opening their season with 
its orchestra performing a concert with 
violinist David Kim, concertmaster of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, as soloist on 

Sunday October 15. Featuring works by 
Beethoven, Bruch, Massenet, Sarasate, 
and others. 3 p.m. 
www.mccomusic.org

The Worlds of Thomas 
Jefferson Walking Tour
Laurel Hill East Cemetery, 3822 Ridge 
Avenue, Philadelphia. 
Nobody knows where all the bodies 
are buried like the folks at Laurel Hill. 
Bill Barker, Thomas Jefferson scholar 
and interpreter, who currently portrays 
Jefferson at Monticello, will lead this 
walking tour of luminaries recognized by 
Jefferson—adopted sons, signers of the 
Declaration, painters, sculptors, men 
of science, famous physicians, pariahs 

wine, and, of course, political provokers 
both friend and foe. They all now rest 
peacefully at Laurel Hill East, but their 
stories live on. Tickets required. 1-3 p.m. 
www.laurelhillphl.com/events/calendar

Tuesday Night at 
the Movies
Woodmere Art 
Museum, 9201 
Germantown Avenue, 

Chestnut Hill. 

Mask of Dimitrios,” a 1944 offering 
starring the inimitable and delightfully 
creepy Peter Lorre. Admission is free, 
donations suggested. 7-9 p.m. 
www.woodmereartmuseum.org 
215-247-0476

Story Time at 
Morris!
Morris Arboretum & 
Gardens, 100 East 
Northwestern Avenue, 

Chestnut Hill. 
Everyone likes a good story—and 
it’s always a great idea to share 
those stories with little ones. Join the 
bookworms at Morris for a reading of a 
selected book, followed by a fun activity. 
Meet in the Outdoor Classroom, rain 
location in Upper Gallery. Free with 
Morris admission. All ages are welcome. 
10:30 a.m. www.morrisarboretum.org

Art 
Northwest Village Network 
Members’ Artistic 
Explorations
Avenues Cafe, 7201 Germantown 
Avenue, Mt. Airy. 
Northwest Village Network is presenting 
several of its talented member artists at 
the second NVN Art Show at Avenues 
Café, through October 23. The show 
includes 14 local member artists 
from Northwest Philadelphia. Several 
members have been working for years 
and are quite experienced and have 

presented before. For a few, this is 

Network is a community of seniors who 
live active, meaningful lives in greater 
Northwest Philadelphia neighborhoods. 
The exhibit is free to view during 
Avenues Cafe hours, Mondays 7 a.m.-12 
noon; Tuesday through Thursdays, 7 
a.m.-3 p.m.; Fridays, 7 a.m.-5 p.m.; and 
Saturdays and Sundays, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
www.northwestvillagenetwork.org

Barbara Bullock: Fearless 
Vision
Woodmere Art Museum, 9201 
Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill.  

arts, Bullock’s practice in the visual 
arts spans more than six decades in 
Philadelphia. Bullock’s art is grounded 
in community engagement, teaching, 
and collaborative projects implemented 
with both children and adults in a broad 
range of contexts. Through January 21, 
2024. 
www.woodmereartmuseum.org

The Artist’s Mother: Whistler 
& Philadelphia
Philadelphia Museum of Art, 
2600 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, 
Philadelphia. 

the now iconic portrait of his mother at 
the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine 
Arts in 1881. Now, 142 years later, the 
painting is on display in the city for the 

29. 215-763-8100.

Sketching and Watercolor 
Class
Center on the Hill, Chestnut Hill 
Presbyterian Church, 8855 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
A variety of media will be demonstrated 
and still lifes and photographs will be 
used. This class is for people of all 
abilities. Mondays, join at any time. $32 
per month. Registration is required. 

class. 9:30-11:30 a.m.  
To register, call 215-247-4654 or email 
msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org.

Textile Arts Club
Chestnut Hill Library, 8711 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
You bet your bobbin this is fun. Learn to 
knit, crochet, embroider, hand sew and 
use a sewing machine. This program 
will be led by volunteers, and supplies 
will be provided by the Wild Hand, a 

kids and adults of all skill levels. Most 
Wednesdays, through December 27, 
from 3- 4:30 p.m. 215-685-9290

Dining
Yappy Hour at El Poquito
El Poquito Mexican Restaurant, 8201 
Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill.
El Poquito’s patio is pet-friendly! So, 

bring your favorite furry pal along every 
Wednesday night through October 

drink specials on offer—for humans, 
that is. 4-9 p.m. www.elpoquito.com 
267-766-5372

Family Activities
Woodmere Museum Straw 
Maze is Back
Woodmere Art Museum, 9201 
Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
Tunnels! Zig-zags! For kids 3-11, with 
an adult. Saturdays and Sundays 
through November 12. It’s free for family 
members; $5/child for non-members; 
$20 for 4 or more children. 
Free for adults with children ages 3 and 
under. Tickets for purchase on-site. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.  
www.woodmereartmuseum.org

3rd Thursdays:  Storytime! 
With Children’s Librarian 
Prather O’Donnell
Chestnut Hill Library, 8711 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
Here’s what’s on the schedule: 

• October 19:  Spooky Stories! 
• November 16: Bear Books!
• December 21: All Things Winter

Sunday Fundays at Awbury 
Arboretum
The Farm at Awbury, 6336 Ardleigh 
Street, Germantown. 
Sunday Fundays are free, family-friendly 

month. See goats and chickens, take 
wellness classes, go on farm tours, 
and get your hands dirty in gardening 
workshops. It’s free! Park on Ardleigh 
Street and walk in the entrance at 6336 
Ardleigh Street. 1- 4 p.m. 
www.awbury.org

Build-It Club
Chestnut Hill Library, 8711 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
Bring the kiddos for free play with 
Magnatiles, K’Nex, Marble Runs and 
other STEM building toys.  There will 
also be pre-Duplo, Duplo, and big-kids 
Legos for kids of all stages of Lego 
capabilities. Every Thursday, 3:30-5 
p.m. 215-685-9290

Between the Pages

8900 Hawthorne Lane, Wyndmoor. 
Relax after school at the Free Library 

the homework. Watch movies, play 
games, and try your hand at art. Teens 
in grades 6 through 12. Tuesdays 3-4:30 
p.m. 215-836-5300

Fun and Games
Wednesday Night Trivia 
at Chestnut Hill Brewing 
Company
Chestnut Hill Brewing Company, 8221 
Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
Test your trivia knowledge Wednesday 
nights with Steve from 7 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Enjoy some of the Brewing Company’s 

of the many other vendors in Market at 
the Fareway.  
www.chestnuthillbrewingcompany.com

Halloween Nights at Eastern 
State Penitentiary
Eastern State Penitentiary, 2124 
Fairmount Avenue, Philadelphia. 
One of the region’s premier spooky 
season events is now frightening the 
living daylights out of people on a 
regular basis, in a historic former prison 
that is scary enough on its own terms. 

                         LOCALgo!
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Ongoing

Tuesday Night at the Movies
Peter Lorre (right) and Sidney Greenstreet star in “The Mask of Dimitrios”

Wed
Oct
18
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Through Saturday, November 11.  
www.easternstate.org 
215-236-3300

Lincoln Mill Haunted House
4100 Main Street, Manayunk. 
If you’d prefer a scare closer to Chestnut 
Hill, check out Lincoln Mill Haunted 
House, Manayunk’s spookiest attraction, 
featuring more than 40 live scare 
actors, production-quality sets, props, 
animatronics, and special effects such 

Open weekends through November 4. 
Open select Thursdays and Sundays 
throughout the season. 
www.lincolnmillhaunt.com

Trick-or-Trolley
Main Street, Manayunk. 
Yet another way to get into the spirit of 
the season—haunt Manayunk! From 6 
to 10 p.m. on Fridays and 1 to 10 p.m. 
Saturdays in October, visitors can get 
around Main Street on the FREE Trick-
or-Trolley! The Trick-or-Trolley will stop at 
all your favorite Manayunk destinations, 
including the aforementioned Lincoln 
Mill Haunted House. The trolley will run 
from the Ivy Ridge Train Station to the 
movie theater parking lot and stop at 10 
different locations in between. 
www.manayunk.com/events

Knit Night

8900 Hawthorne Lane, Wyndmoor. 
Knitting is about more than making hats 
and scarves. It’s relaxing and healing 
for the mind and soul, in addition to fun 
craftsmanship. Every Wednesday night 
at 7. This is an open group for adults 18 
and older. No registration is required.  
215-836-5300

Chess for All Ages
Lovett Memorial Library, 6945 
Germantown Avenue, Mount Airy. 
Beginners to more experienced players 
are welcome. Cross-generational. It’s 
free! Most Wednesdays from 5 to 7:30 
p.m.  215-685-2095

Soul Line Dancing
Center on the Hill, Chestnut Hill 
Presbyterian Church, 8855 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
Bring yourself, your sense of rhythm, 
and join right in. You don’t need a 
partner. Rhythm and blues, hip hop, 
oldies, and more. Gloria will help you 
make this simple and easy activity, a 
feel-good form of exercise. All skill levels 
are welcome. Last Two Thursdays of the 
month. 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Call 215-247-4654 or email 
msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org.

Rummy Tiles (aka Rummikub)
Center on the Hill, Chestnut Hill 
Presbyterian Church, 8855 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
Join this fast-paced, fun and easy game 
combining elements of the card game 
rummy and mahjong. Open play space 
is limited, so please RSVP for each 
week you plan to play. Game sets are 
provided. Wednesdays, ongoing. $2. 
Registration is required. 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. 
To register, call 215-247-4654 or email 
msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org.

Bridge—Open Play
Center on the Hill, Chestnut Hill 
Presbyterian Church, 8855 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
Enjoy others’ company and play Party 
Bridge. This is not for beginners. You 
need to be familiar enough with the 
game to play without formal instruction. 
Wednesdays, ongoing. $2. Registration 
is required. 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
To register call 215-247-4654 or email 
msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org.

Mah Jongg Open Play
Center on the Hill, Chestnut Hill 
Presbyterian Church, 8855 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 

Enjoy Mah Jongg in a relaxed 
environment. You should be familiar with 
the game and have played some before. 
Wednesdays, ongoing. Join at any time. 
$2. Registration is required. 1:30 p.m.-
3:30 p.m. 
To register call 215-247-4654 or email 
msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org.

Health and Fitness
Senior Ballet: Pink & Silver 
Slippers
Center on the Hill, Chestnut Hill 
Presbyterian Church, 8855 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. If you studied 
ballet as a child, or visions of Margot 
Fonteyn dance in your head, this 
class is your dream come true. Basic 

progressions. Session 1, Wednesdays 
through October 18. $19 fee, drop-ins, 
per class. 9:45 a.m.- 10:45 a.m. 
To register call 215-247-4654 or email 
msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org.

Golden Yoga
Center on the Hill, Chestnut Hill 
Presbyterian Church, 8855 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
Golden Yoga is a classical yoga, 
adapted by the SKY Foundation, to 

Practices include stretching, breathing, 
relaxation, and meditation techniques—
all while sitting in a chair or standing. 
Registration is required. Wednesdays, 
3-4 p.m. 
To register, call 215-247-4654 or email 
msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org

Zumba Gold
Center on the Hill, Chestnut Hill 
Presbyterian Church, 8855 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
Zumba Gold combines the world 
rhythms of Zumba with the strength 
training techniques of the Zumba Toning 
Program. It’s an easy-to-follow, health-

active older adults, as well as beginners. 
You can bring your own 1- to 2-pound 
weights to build strength and tone all 
target zones. Wednesdays, ongoing, 
start any time. A single class is $12. 
Four classes: $45. Eight classes: $80.  

Registration is required. 11:00 a.m.-11:55 
a.m. To register, call 215-247-4654 or 
email msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org.

Mindfulness Practice
Center on the Hill, Chestnut Hill 
Presbyterian Church, 8855 Germantown 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill. 
The essence of mindfulness is simply 
awareness of breathing and your 
sensations and thoughts. All you really 
need is a safe place, a few minutes (or 
more), and a willingness to stay with this 
focused relaxation. Come with a light, 
wholehearted willingness to participate, 
and a beginner’s mind. David Dimmack, 
M.Ed., has been practicing holistic 
healing and mindfulness meditation for 
more than 25 years. Tuesdays, drop 
in, start any time. $12 per session. 
Registration is required. 9:30 a.m. –11 
a.m. To register, call 215-247-4654 or 
email msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org.

History
Night of Lights
Germantown Avenue between Willow 
Grove Avenue and Bethlehem Pike, 
Chestnut Hill. 
Night of Lights will again transform 
our main street into a vibrant nightly 
streetscape exhibition of local histories 
and illuminated architecture, projecting 
archival images from the Chestnut 
Hill Conservancy’s and other archives 
through eight storefront windows. 
Colorful lights will highlight neighboring 
historic buildings and often overlooked 
architectural features. Through October 
14. 7-9 p.m. www.chconservancy.org/nol

Revolutionary War Sword of 
Commodore John Barry on 
Display
Museum of the American Revolution, 
101 South 3rd Street, Philadelphia. 
The Irish-born Commodore Barry, 
regarded as the Father of the 
American Navy, has ties to the city of 
Philadelphia. (He’s buried in Old St. 
Mary’s Cemetery.) Barry’s sword will be 
unveiled at the museum on Commodore 
Barry Day, September 13, before a 
private audience. The sword will then 
be on view to the general public in the 
Museum’s McCausland Foundation 

gallery, which explores the “War at Sea,” 
through July 2024. 
www.amrevmuseum.org

 2023 Cliveden Tour Season
Cliveden of the National Trust, 6401 
Germantown Avenue, Germantown. 
Cliveden is debuting a new exhibit this 
spring, The Turmoil of Transition: The 
Mid-Nineteenth Century at Cliveden. 
Visitors will experience Cliveden as it 
was in the mid-19th century. The exhibit 
explores the household dynamics, 
substance abuse, and violence, 
exacerbated by societal shifts of the 
mid-19th century—and still relevant 
today. Tours available Thursdays 
through Sundays, 12 noon to 4 p.m. 
Tours begin on the hour. The last tour 
of the day starts at 3 p.m. Tours can be 
scheduled in advance on Cliveden’s 
website. Visit www.cliveden.org/tours/ 
and use the online form to schedule 
your tour. 

Music
Open Mic Night
The Royal, 1 South Easton Road, 

Glenside. 
Do you have musical talent? Take the 
stage Wednesdays at The Royal, a 
hidden treasure in Glenside. Sign-up at 
7:30 p.m., show starts at 8. Lasts until 
11:30 p.m.

610-220-2071 
www.theroyalglenside.com

Outdoors
Wednesday Stewardship with 
David Bower
Wissahickon Valley Park is a treasure. 
Invest in its future by joining 2019 
Friends of the Wissahickon Volunteer 
of the Year David Bower on a variety 
of stewardship projects on Wednesday 
mornings. You’ll help improve trails, 
clean up trash, remove invasive plants, 

a.m.-12 noon. 
www.fow.org/events/list

Shopping
Glenside Farmer’s Market
49 West Glenside Avenue, Glenside. 
Fresh, locally-grown produce and other 
goods. Lots of vendors. Every Saturday, 
through November 25. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Theater
“Major Barbara” at 
Quintessence Theatre
7137 Germantown Avenue, Mt. Airy. 
One of George Bernard Shaw’s most 
renowned comedies, Quintessence 
Theatre Group presents “Major 
Barbara,” in which a billionaire 
arms dealer offers funds to save his 
daughter’s Salvation Army shelter. It’s 
a deal over blood money, which the 
daughter refuses to accept—and then 
they strike an unusual bargain. Through 
October 21. 
www.quintessencetheatre.org

Gaslight at Act II
Act II Theatre, 56 East Butler Avenue, 
Ambler. 
It’s an absolute classic, a thriller set 
in Victorian London. Newlywed Bella 
Manningham hears strange noises in 
her new home and is accused of things 
she cannot remember. By night, the 
gas lights begin to dim … for no reason. 
Is Mrs. Manningham going insane? 
Discover the deadly secret. Through 
October 22. www.act2.org

                         LOCALgo!

All About Horses
Treat yourselves and the kids to an afternoon of horseplay at Monastery Stables “Horses and History,” Sunday, October 15.
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COMPUTER

SERVICES

Any IMAC or PC PROBLEMS?
Home and Small Business,
Setup, Repairs, Installs, 

Virus/Spyware, Upgrades,
Training, Wireless,Sales,

Backup Plans, Phone, iPad.

Call Tim
iHelp Computer Services

215-869-5185

PC PRO - GENTLE AND PATIENT

Available for installations, trouble-
shooting, virus removal, training, 
buying advice, etc. remotely or at 

your home or business; 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Call Alan Silverblatt,
267-234-7958, silverblatt.net

FOR�SALE
1884 PIANO FOR SALE:

Steinway and Sons, 
Ebonized Upright Piano

serial # 53344, built in 1884
Plays Great, good condition.

$2,500. 

Call Mark 215 247-5220

free stuff!
The Local is doing some spring 

cleaning that is a couple of 
decades overdue!

We are offering items to members of 
the community before they are taken 

away at the end of the month.

Some of the items available are:
Metal filing cabinets (4 drawer)

Wood desk/hutch
Cash register

Vintage computers (Macs)
Vintage electric typewriters

Assorted small furniture

You must pick up. 
(second floor office - no elevator) 

Call 215-248-8813 or 
email leisha@chestnuthilllocal.com 

to learn more about our 
office treasures.

FOR�SALE

Get your own 
piece of 

Chestnut Hill 
history!

Did you ever wonder what was   
happening in Chestnut Hill at        
different points in time?  

How much did homes, grocer-
ies, etc cost in the 60’s, 70’s, 
80’s? 

Who were the movers and 
shakers on the Hill through the 
years?

The Local has bound editions of 
the newspaper available for 
many of the years of our publica-
tion and we are making them 
available to interested members 
of the community.

Find out what was in the news
in Chestnut Hill on the you (or a 
child) were born, on the day you 
were married, the year you 
graduated from high school or 
the year you opened your busi-
ness.  

It’s a unique gift for the person 
who has everything!

Each book (approx 12” x 18”) 
contains either one year or six 
months of full editions of the 
Chestnut Hill Local. 

Find out if we have the year you 
are interested in by emailing

leisha@chestnuthilllocal.com

HEALTH
CERTIFIED & LICENSED
MASSAGE THERAPIST

Relief from stress, chronic pain & 
tension, headaches, injuries, inflam-
mation & edema, Pfrimmer Deep 
Muscle Therapy, Crossfiber Correc-
tive Muscle Therapy, Vodder Manual 
Lymph Drainage, DeepFeet Ashi-
atsu. BCTMB, AMTA. Gift Certs.

Jonathan Sills: 215-896-8049

HELP�WANTED

Home organizer needed
3 days a week, 4 hours each day. 
Requiring at times lifting and carry-
ing 20 lb items. You should have a 
good sense of what goes, what 
stays and what can be included for a 
driveway sale in the spring. Located 
at Chew and Mount Pleasant. 
Please text Rick at 267-261-7997. 
Give brief explanation of your skills 
and experience and best time to call 
you.

HELP�WANTED

Part Time 
GRAPHIC DESIGN/ADMIN

Proficiency in PhotoShop, 
Illustrator and InDesign. 

Experience with web design and 
social media management. Strong
illustration skills. Flexible schedule.

Call 215-901-3583

PART TIME ADMIN. ASSISTANT
Looking for a part time 

administrative assistant.To help 
organize, purge, and re-work offices 
files.Word document work as well. 

Approx. 20 hours a week. 
Located in Bala Cynwyd.

Flexible schedule and salary.

Please call 215-264-1774
Part-time 

Graphic designer
Production artist

Seeking a graphic design 
professional for creating attractive 
and effective advertisements for 
local businesses, assisting in the 
pagination and production of our 
weekly newspaper and special 

sections, building web pages and 
producing social media posts.

If you are creative and proficient in 
Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, Quark 
and InDesign, if you have the ability 

and experience to design and 
troubleshoot ads for print publication 

and have experience in designing 
page layouts we would love to talk 

to you about joining our team. 

20-24 hours per week. Schedule to 
be determined and is negotiable, 

but Monday afternoons and 
evenings are a must.

Send resume to:
rfineokay@gmail.com

WEBSITE CONSULTANT

Design & mantain exsisting website
Woo/Commerce
Business local to Chestnut Hill area.
Position is hybrid, onsite and remote 
as needed.

Please email 
7733gallery@gmail.com

HOUSE�&

GARAGE

SALES

FLOURTOWN YARD SALE
207-209 Sunnybrook Rd.

Sat. Oct 14th 
9 am to 1 pm

Rain date Sun 10/15

Furniture, misc. tools, BMW auto 
parts, men’s & women’s clothing, 

decorative items and more!

Multi Family Yard Sale
Chestnut Hill

200 Block of East Meade St
(between E Gravers and Highland)

Saturday October 14
8 AM to 1 PM (no early birds)

LOST�&�FOUND

LOST & FOUND 

The Local has a lost & found in our 
office as a community resource.

If you have found an item,
feel free to turn it into us.  We will 

place an ad for any item we receive.

If you have lost an item,
you can call to see if we have it or 

place a free ad in the Local.

Call 215-248-8818 or email 
classifieds@ChestnutHillLocal.com

by 11 am on Monday to include 
your item in our next issue.  

Check this spot weekly 
for any lost items!

PETS

FURRY BUDDIES 
IN HOME SERVICES

Love and care
when you’re not there!

215-836-2738
Furry-Buddies.com

REAL�ESTATE

FOR�RENT

*** EQUAL HOUSING ***
All real estate advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Hous-
ing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination because of 
race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national ori-
gin, or intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation, or discrimi-
nation.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.
Fair Housing Council of Suburban 

Philadelphia, 
866-540-FAIR (3247)

2 Bdrm 1 Bath Apt in 
Chestnut Hill

$1375 +
Call For Info
215-233-5000

DAN HELWIG, INC. REALTORS
1415 Bethlehem Pike
Flourtown, PA 19031

215-233-5000
www.DanHelwigRealtors.com

CHESTNUT HILL 
APARTMENT

Germantown Ave & Gravers
For rent, one bedroom aparatment

Available October 17
$1175 plus utilities
Call 215-760-8772

Fabulous Williamsburg-style 
Tavistock townhouse

in desirable Chestnut Hill! This 3 BR, 
3.5 BA townhome, just minutes from 
the train and public transportation, 
features a wonderful new kitchen, 

hardwood floors, dining room, great 
room w/fireplace, and new powder 

room on the first floor. Two bed-
rooms with full baths on the upper 
level and large bedroom with bath 

on 3rd level. Enjoy barbecues on the 
side patio and the shops and restau-

rants of Chestnut Hill are within 
walking distance. 

$2,600 per month; minimum 
one-year lease. Available now. 

NO PETS. 
Call Tony @ 610-363-4091

MT. AIRY

Large, bright sunny 2 bedrm apt.
Hrdwood floors, Eat-in kitchen. 
Close to trains, buses, shops 

& restaurants
$1595 plus utilities.

Available immediately.

Call Amamda 215-416-6162

Wyndmoor Apartment

Bright 2 bed/1bath in sm. garden 
complex on quiet street. Just blocks 
from Chestnut  Hill. Hard wd floors, 
dishwasher, granite counter, island, 

w/d, off st park. No smoking. 

$1500./mo. Call 215-280-7010

REAL�ESTATE

FOR�RENT

COMMERCIAL

92 BETHLEHEM PIKE
1,000/sf 1st floor and/or 1,000/sf

2nd floor, perfect for retail or office 
use. Both on and off street parking.

Please contact:
Secure Real Estate Management

215-248-9200
JBrode@

securerealestatemanagement.com

OFFICE SPACE
CHESTNUT HILL

Offices, cubicles and meeting space 
are available at 40 West Coworking 
Space, just off Germantown Ave on 
Evergreen. Come join a vibrant co-
working community with amenities 
including WiFi, 24/7 office access, 

conference rooms, and kitchen 
space. Month to month terms range 

from $350-$1100 a month. To 
schedule a tour email us at 

hello@40westworkspace.com
or call (215) 247-2400 x400

SERVICES

CLEANING

1-A CLEANING BY JIMMY
SPRING CLEANING

Reliable. Thorough. Experienced.
I DO THE WORK MYSELF
Residential & Commercial

Weekly & Bi-weekly
Chestnut Hill references available

215-284-5293
cleaningbyjimmy@yahoo.com

CHAMPION CLEANING

We clean
Houses - Apartments - Offices
Over 10 years of experience.

Reasonable rates.
References

Gabriel or Jiordana
267-716-9273 - 215-416-3424
K & R CLEANING SERVICES

Full residential cleaning service. All 
basic cleaning to detailed services 
of windows, appliances, laundry, 

ironing, making up beds. 
Chantel Duran
267-730-0143

chantelduran0523@gmail.com

SERVICES

ELECTRICIANS
“A-1 REPAIRS”

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1978

SCOTT’S ELECTRIC
New work - Old work

All repairs
Local references available

PA 041884
Emergency Service Calls Welcomed

215-817-0239

“COUTTS
ELECTRICAL SERVICE”

Residential         
Commercial     

Free Estimates  
and Ideas!  

#PA 061293    
Please Call:  215-481-9595

couttselectric.com

ANTON ELECTRIC, INC.

The Knob and Tube
Rewiring Experts

For all your lighting, power and
electrical service needs.

215-836-9600
www.antonelectricinc.com

J.F. ELECTRIC
Industrial, Commercial

and
Residential Wiring

215-887-0443

JOSEPH FARRINGTON
Lic. #C86523

SERVICES

HOME-

IMPROVEMENT

“A Basement Waterproofing
Contractor”

Fully insured with
local references

Sub-Floor Drainage Systems
(French drains)

Crawl Space Waterproofing
Basement Wall Repairs & Coatings

Foundation Crack Injection
Battery Back Up Systems
Sump Pump Installation

Jamison Basement Waterproofing
A division of Jamison Home Services, LLC

Reg.# PA5369
215-885-2424

www.jamisonwaterproofing.com

Prompt, Free, Courteous Estimates

“NO JOB TOO SMALL”
Call MIKE

267-626-7326
HANDYMAN

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
POWER WASHING

Carpentry, cement & brickwork, 
painting, kitchens, bathrooms, gen-
eral odd jobs. Specializing in houses 
for sale.      PA-149451

“THE ORIGINAL “
HANDYMAN SCOTT

Repairs - Custom Work 
Reasonable Rates

Call today for Free Estimate

215-887-2760
-JUST FIX IT-

Registered PA contractor 
PAO41884

A.W. COUTTS 
CONTRACTING, INC.

General Contractor/Carpenter

All Types of 
Home Improvements

Free Estimates

215-880-4647
awcoutts@aol.com
Licensed & Insured
Reg. #PA079452

CHRIS CAWLEY REMODELING
215-233-0809

CUSTOM CARPENTRY
Full House Restorations,

Decks, Basements, Replacement
Windows/Doors,

Kitchens/Baths/Additions
Free Estimates -

Licensed - Insured
Reg. # PAOAGHIC:004927

ROBERT TOCZEK-INTERIOR 
MAINTENANCE PROFESSIONAL

215-990-3488
*Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

*Light Carpentry
*Interior Painting

*Plaster/Drywall Patching
*Appilances (install only)

Phila. Lic. #152160 PA Lic. #024685

SERVICES

LANDSCAPING

KC MCGINTY 
LANDSCAPING 

Spring Cleanups incl. Removal of 
Storm Debris. Aeration & Feeding 
of Lawns, Fertilizing, Grass Cutting, 

Organic Fertilizing, Planting,  
Weeding, Mulching, Pruning, 

Bed Design, Small Tree Work, 
Stone Walls, Powerwashing. 
Commericial & Residential.

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Kevin:  215-821-0122

E. RODRIGUEZ 
LANDSCAPING, INC.

215-500-5215
*Storm Damage Clean-up
* Fall Clean Up * Planting

Slit Seeding 
Free Estimates - Local References

Gutter Cleaning- Fences
Snow Removal - Plowing

Public Notice

In accordance with the Pennsylvania Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling
and Waste Reduction Act (Act 101 of 1988) and conditions of the City of
Philadelphia Streets Department’s Solid Waste Processing Permit (Permit
#100930), the Streets Department is providing public notice that residents of
the City may drop off recyclable materials at the City’s Northwest Transfer
Station located on Domino Lane north of Umbria Street.

Recyclable Materials Accepted:

Aluminum Food and Beverage Containers
Steel and Bi-Metal Food and Beverage Containers
Empty Paint and Aerosol Containers
Glass Food and Beverage Containers
Plastic Containers
Newspapers
Cardboard
Other Paper Including: Magazines, Catalogs, Old Phone Books, 
Junk Mail, Cereal Boxes, Office Paper
Old Household Appliances such as water heaters, 
refrigerators, washing machines, and air conditioners
Computers and TVs
Yard Waste on Saturdays Only (April to December)
Leaves and Yard Waste Monday – Saturday (November only)

Normal Hours of Operation: Monday - Saturday  8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Safe Disposal for a Safer Environment
For additional information call 311

or
www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-streets

Get Local

Subscribe to the 

Chestnut Hill Local. 

Call 215-248-8813

SUBSCRIBE.
CHESTNUTHILLLOCAL.COM
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love and care 

FURRY BUDDIES
IN HOME SERVICES
when you’re not there!

YOU CAN FIND IT HERE!
COMMUNITY.
CHESTNUTHILLLOCAL.COM

chestnuthilllocal.com

belong

Online at: www.chestnuthilllocal.com
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SERVICES

LANDSCAPING

*SCOTT’S TREE SERVICE INC.*
All phases of tree work

Plant health care
Certified Arborists

Fully Insured
Free estimates

215-233-4605
willowtreeservice.com

ARTFUL, INSPIRED GARDENS
Original, low-maintenance designs 
for small to mid-sized properties. 
Skilled pruning & renovation. Crea-
tive solutions for problem areas, 
deer damage too. 30 yrs. exp.

MICHAEL J. DARCY
PRIVATE GARDENS

267-625-7354

B.B.M. LANDSCAPING SERVICES
SPECIALIST IN REMOVING

POISON IVY BY THE ROOTS!
Lawn maintenance, weeding, mulch, 
pruning, plant, seed, sodding. Tree 
work. Garden design. Leaf removal. 
Branches ground to mulch. Spring
clean-up. Senior citizen/previous 
customers - 10% discount. Free est.

215-329-4939 * 267-242-2477

Bringing bees, birds and
pollinators to your garden with 

Native plants. 
Garden design, installation and 

maintenance of new and heritage 
landscapes. Skilled pruning and 

stormwater solutions in the
Wissahickon garden style.

484-363-7537
SpruceHollowNaturalDesigns.com

Creare Landscape Design
We offer Landscape Design and 

Consulting services for landscapes 
of all sizes and budgets. Our 25 
years’ experience will bring your 

landscape dreams to life.
Contact Chris @ 267.434.1976, 

CreareLandscapeDesign
@gmail.com, 

CreareLandscapeDesign.Com

FALCONE AND SON 
HARDSCAPING 

ICPI Certified Installer
Custom patios,Walks & Walls. Stone 
facing. Indoor/outdoor  fireplaces. 
Stone BBQs Ponds.  Cleaning & 
Sealing. 20 years Exp. Insured.
License #PA 098069  Quality Work 
Free Estimates.   215-989-5002 

falconeandson.com

McFARLAND TREE & 
LANDSCAPE SERVICES

Complete Tree Care
Custom Pruning

Insect and Disease Management
Landscaping

Planting, Transplanting,Mulching
Certified Arborists

Fully Insured
215-844-TREE(8733)

PERSONAL GARDENER
Currently available to take new 
clients. Plantings, prevention, 

maintenance and event displays for 
large and small gardens.Over 20 
years of experience,references 

available.
Please call or email: 530-356-3492

flourishinggardensandestates
@gmail.com

SERVICES

LANDSCAPING

TOM GALA
Still pruning shrubs
and mid-size trees

after 40 years

Telephone: 215-242-8024

SERVICES

LOCKSMITH

LOCKSMITH
EMERGENCY LOCK SERVICE
Bonded and Insured Since 1975

Security Lock Installations
Safe Service & Sales

FRED’S MOBILE LOCK SHOP
215-483-1302 - Philadelphia

215-628-4540 - Montgomery Co.

SERVICES

MASONRY

*A Caring Masonry Contractor*
Brick & Stone Pointing

Chimney Repairs
Historic Restoration

Stucco Repairs & Installation
Flagstone & Concrete Work

Jamison Home Services, LLC
Reg.# PA5252
215-884-7000

www.jamisonhomeservices.com
Prompt, Free, Courteous Estimates

ANDREW MC NALLY

CHIMNEY SPECIALIST 
AND 

MASONRY RESTORATION

andrewmcnally1963@yahoo.com

215-884-3009
CALL JAMES G. CARDAMONE

MASONRY
Brick & Stone Pointing, Chimney 
Repairs, Retaining Walls Built & 

Repaired, Flagstone, Stucco, 
Concrete, Basement Walls 
Plastered & Waterproofed,

Glass Block Windows, Ceramic Tile.
Reasonable, licensed & insured 
Local references, PA # 060401 

215-887-9323
jamescardamonemasonry.com

CALL YANNI
Flagstone & Stone Pointing

Concrete, Brick and Stone Walls

“A” Rating on Angie’s List
Free Estimates & Insured.

PA 050431

215-393-5933
www.yannimasonry.com

E. RODRIGUEZ, INC.
CONCRETE WORK

Bluestone Exterior 
Flagstone Patio

Walkways ~ Pavers ~ Sidewalks
Patio Restoration ~ Repairs 

Stone Pointing ~ Fence Installation
FREE ESTIMATES

CALL 215-500-5215

SERVICES

MASONRY

FRANCO MASONRY
Bluestone Exterior, Flagstone Patio, 
Walkways, Retention Wall, Pavers, 
Patio Restoration, Joints & Crack 
Repairs, Stone Pointing, Veneer 

Stone, Concrete, Draining, 
Downspouts, Powerwashing & More

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL 215-720-8632

SERVICES

MOVING�&

HAULING
AN ATTIC, GARAGE, BASEMENT

CLEANOUTS
Homes & rental properties.

Also cleared at very
reasonable prices.

Available 7 days/week.

For fast service call John at:
484-707-7652
Lafayette Hill

THREE DEPENDABLE
LOCAL MEN

Local & Long Distance.
One piece, apartment

or a house full.

Since 1971.
References. available.

215-512-0147

SERVICES

PAINTING�&

PAPERHANGING
* MOHR PAINTING *

First Class Interior and Exterior
Residential Painting.

Old Home Specialists.
Expert plaster repair.

Wallscraping.
Top quality workmanship.

Established 1945.
215-884-6770 - 215-699-6071

Cell:  215-266-9480

A BETTER PAINT JOB
is a

DENNIS McCAFFREY PAINT JOB
Interior - Exterior

Fully insured
Guaranteed Work

Years of Experience
Free Estimates

DENNIS McCAFFREY
PAINTING

215-247-8739
EMAIL. Dmcc10@msn.com

BILL SCHENK

Interior & exterior house painting 
and repairs.

Wall & ceiling plaster repairs.

Quality Work
Licensed & Insured: #37688

267-816-9951
wrschenk@msn.com

C. ELIOT PAINTERS LLC
FREE ESTIMATES

Top tier Interior & Exterior 
Painting and Power Washing

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured

Over 15 years of Experience
215-206-0817

celiotpainters@outlook.com
www.celiotpainters.com

SERVICES

PAINTING�&

PAPERHANGING

ERIC THE BRUSH
Excellent House Painting

Interior - Exterior
Reliable Service!

Top Quality Materials and Paints!
Patch Plastering/Crack Repairs!

Spot Wood Rot Repairs!
Stain Sealing!

Power Washing/Deck Staining!
Wallpaper Removal/Wall Preps!

Local References! Free Estimates!
ericthebrush@yahoo.com

215-432-4426 cell
Finesse, Not Mess!!

RYAN PAINTING LLC

For all your
interior and exterior

painting needs.

215-247-2111
TOM SPERANZA PAINTING

“His Legacy PAINTS On!”
30 yr employee/owner Angelo 

Patete has the same painting team 
& same top quality workmanship. 
Servicing Chestnut Hill, Mt. Airy & 

surrounding areas
Fully Insured / References

267-467-5073  610-832-9162
trsperanza@gmail.com

SERVICES

PLASTERING
“A-1 WORKMANSHIP”

GALLEN PLASTERING, INC.
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE.

* Restoration of Interior Walls,
Ceilings & Water Damage Repair.

* Expert in All Exterior Stucco/Dryvit, 
Residential & Commercial.

* Insured, Free Estimates, Local
References. BBB Member

PAoAghic Reg. # PA 32220
215-654-0313

SERVICES

PLUMBING

DAVID PARKES COMPANY
Plumbing, Heating & 

Air Conditioning

Custom Bathrooms
Radiant Heat -  Drain Cleaning

High Efficiency Systems
Small Repairs
Lic # 36477

CALL:   267-228-1675

HOPHAN
PLUMBING & HEATING

24 hour service
Free estimates

Total Bathroom Renovations
(Tile, Carpentry, Electric)

Certified
Senior Citizen discounts
Call 215-481-0211

SERVICES

ROOFING

“#1 ROOFING”

Have your job done right
the first time!

Call

McBRIEN CONTRACTING
Wyndmoor - 215-233-1150

C.E. HOPKIN CO.

ROOFING IN CHESTNUT HILL
SINCE 1889

Shingles, Slate, Tile, Copper,
Cedar Shakes, Flat Roof Systems,

Gutters and Down Spouts.
Fully Insured - Free Consultations

Lic. #1212547
215-247-0114

SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

AUTO DETAILING

Mobile to come to your home.

30 years experience, good work
and reasonable rates.

Call James at
215-514-2593

VOLUNTEERS

COMMUNITY
HELPING

COMMUNITY

The Chestnut Hill Local
is providing this space to help 
local organizations who are 

seeking volunteers to help with a 
non-profit event or project.
_____________________

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Chestnut Hill Tree Tenders 
group has been granted, by the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural  Soci-
ety, 26 new trees to be planted 
this fall!

We are looking for 
20 volunteers in all,              

6 experienced tree people and 
14 more helpers the morning 
of Saturday, November 18th 

from 9:30 am
All those interested in signing 

up, please contact Chris Sohnly
at sohnlychris@msn.com  

484-363-7537 OR
Leslie Cerf at

lesliecerf@gmail.com
215-205-6561 

To sign up online go to
phs.volunteerhub.com/vv2

To request a free tree for your 
front yard or curbside strip, 

please contact the Chestnut Hill 
Community Association at 

info@chestnuthill.org
215-248-8810 or visit the CHCA 
office, 8434 Germantown Ave. 

2nd floor.
To request a tree online from 

PHS, visit
pg-cloud.com/phs/?openform=re-

quest-a-tree
____________________

For information on posting 
your call for volunteers here, 

call 215-248-8813 
or email

leisha@chestnuthilllocal.com

WANTED�TO�BUY

ART, ANTIQUES AND 
OBJECTS WANTED

Still buying after 
40 years in business!

Looking for sterling silver & 
older Oriental carpets.

What do you have to sell?
(We will visit you.)

McCarty Gallery
215-247-5220

mccartygallery@gmail.com

SEEKING

OLDER SPORTS CARS
(running or not) and 

AUTO-RELATED ITEMS

Call Mark at 
215-247-5220

BUYING OLD TOYS
Trains all makes. Disney items, toy 
figures, antique Christmas decora-
tions, baseball cards, mechanical 
banks, trucks, cars, wagons, boats, 
fire engines, airplanes, windups, 
farm toys, candy containers, pedal 
cars, comic characters. Call with

OLD TOYS
GEORGE • 610-687-1010

Wanted to buy
Old Volkswagens 

Beetles / Buses / Parts 

Call Tim 267-625-3488

LOVE�

THE

LOCAL?
Subscribe or Donate
go to chestnuthilllocal.com 

for more information

know.
Get Local!

Classified ads
Call 215-248-8818

Need
the news?
Call 215-248-8813

SUPPORT THE LOCAL
with a subscription or donation
go to chestnuthilllocal.com and
click on Subscribe or Donate

Word Scramble: Rescue

Guess who: Dale Earnhardt, Jr.

Crypto Fun: A. animal, B. safety, C. humane, D. foster
P

 
elzzu s

Games &

Word Search

Sudoku

Answers
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UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

OPEN
SUN 
1-3

NEW NEW

UNDER CONTRACT

NEW

OPEN
SUN 
2-4
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