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A new developer for
Germantown YWCA

Community

Another Mt. Airy development draws protest

by Tom Beck

The city’s Zoning Board of
Adjustment unanimous-
ly denied the Chestnut

Hill Community Association’s
appeal of a building permit
issued to developers seeking to
build a five story, 33-unit apart-
ment complex with nine park-
ing spots at 10 W. Bethlehem
Pike, clearing the way for the
proposal which was heavily
opposed by residents to be con-
structed by right. 

Councilmember Cindy Bass
called the outcome “extremely
disappointing.”

“The ZBA was given a lot of
information which could have
helped our residents in more
ways than one,” said Bass in an
emailed statement to the Local.
“A denial of the residents'
appeal is a prime example of
why we need to ensure our
communities are an active part
in what is happening around
their homes. In the future, we
will continue our efforts to
have the voices of our commu-
nity heard.”

The civic association’s core
argument was that the permit
was issued in error by the city
because the developer failed to
propose a building with a 35
foot setback, something it felt
the zoning code stipulated. 

A developer on the civic’s
legal team, Josh Horvitz, cited

part of the city code that read
the following: “Where any
block frontage on one side of a
street is divided into two or
more districts, no structure
shall be erected nearer to the
street line than is permitted
under the regulations for the
district that covers the largest
percentage of the street
frontage on that block face.”

Because the proposal fronts
on Bethlehem Pike but also

Summit Street, the civic’s legal
team argued, it shall not be
erected nearer to the street line
than 35 feet because RSD-1,
which mandates a 35 foot min-
imum front setback from the
street, makes up the largest per-
centage of that block’s zoning. 

The developer’s legal team,
led by Carl Primavera, argued
that the appeal was “really an
attempt to defeat the project.”

“That's why, in my opinion,

they're torturing the language
[of the zoning code] or twisting
it in a way, as good lawyers do,
to come to a certain result,”
Primavera said. “If we apply the
setbacks, we lose, like, 25 per-
cent of the lot and the project,
if it can be done, can only be
done in a way which is really
not good for the developer.”

Janice Woodcock, principal
of Woodcock Design, testified

(Continued on page 10)

ZBA shoots down challenge to development

The CHCA is working with Summit Street Neighbors and the Chestnut Hill Baptist Church to “determine what
the communities next steps will be” in the aftermath of the appeal’s defeat.  Architectural rendering

by Stacia Friedman

Agroup of area residents
braved the cold on Dec.
4 to protest the devel-

opment of a new high-rise at
the site of the former JOA Mart
at Hortter and McCallum
streets. Time was not on their
side. A notice on the building
announced that it is slated for
demolition on Dec. 8. 

“The timing is surprising
since we’ve been trying to meet
with the developer since June
of this year to garner plan
details and timeline,” said Bev-
erly Penn, one of the speakers
at a community Zoom meeting
on Nov. 4 hosted by West Mt.
Airy Neighbors.  Penn is part of
a grassroots group who live near
the site and formed the JOA
Mart Ad Hoc Committee to
express their concerns. 

At the meeting, Penn
explained that Zatos Invest-
ments, the developer and pre-
sent owner of the former
one-story grocery, had the right
under the current CMX-2 Zon-
ing to build up to five stories
with a commercial tenant on
the first floor and 24 residential
units above. Under this zoning,
the developer is under no oblig-
ation to provide off-street park-
ing in an already highly
congested area. It is also under
no obligation to share its plans
or meet with community mem-
bers.

“It was our hope to either
stop or influence the project.
We need to move quickly as
this developer will be redefin-

ing the look and feel of our
neighborhood,” Penn said.

As it is, Hortter Street turns
into the Indy 500 after dark

with cars and motorcycles
whizzing by at 50 mph, said
Penn. Making a turn off of
McCallum onto Hortter at any
hour demands the driving skills
of a Steve McQueen due to a
blind spot caused by a bend in
the road.  

“It wasn’t like that when I
first moved here,” said Lanina
Cavicchio, who is concerned
that adding another 24 to 50
cars to the area will create not
just parking problems but also a
serious danger for pedestrians
and drivers. “What about the
daycare center directly across
the street?” she asked.

“We know we can’t stop
development,” Cavicchio said,
“but our goal is to bring atten-
tion to what is coming and let
the developer know that the
community has concerns. A
smart developer would reach
out.”

Zatos Investments has anoth-
er development project current-
ly in Germantown, on West
Chelten Avenue right next to
the Chelten Ave. SEPTA sta-
tion. “But that’s a totally differ-
ent situation,” Cavicchio said.
“It’s a commercial corridor,
whereas this is a quiet residen-
tial neighborhood with chil-
dren waiting for the school bus
on the corner, people walking
their dogs and mothers drop-
ping toddlers off at daycare.”

According to current zoning,

City Councilwoman Cindy Bass says she stands with neighbors who object
to a new five story high-rise where the JOA Mart now stands. Photo by Julia
King

Neighbors turned out to help protest a new development at the corner of
Hortter and McCallum streets. Photo by Julia King
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The following crime report is for
crimes reported in Chestnut Hill and
Mt. Airy for the two-week period
from November 29 to December 6.
Some dates earlier than the current
period took place at that date and
reported after the fact.

Chestnut Hill
Oct 19 Theft of Auto Parts. A

woman in the 200 block of E.
Evergreen Ave. sold her car, but
when it was towed the PA tags
were not returned.

Nov 30 Burglary. The office
at a stable in the 100 block of W.
Northwestern Ave. was entered.
Though desk drawers were
opened, unclear if anything was
taken. Exterior video was avail-
able.

Dec 4 Theft of Auto Parts.
The catalytic converter was taken
from a car parked on the 7700
block of Germantown Ave.

Mt. Airy
Nov 22 Theft. When a woman

tried to break up with her com-
panion because he stole $300
from her, he threatened to post a
compromising video.

Nov 27 Auto Theft. A car
parked in the 6200 block of Ger-
mantown Ave. was stolen.

Nov 29 Auto Theft. A car
parked outside a laundromat in
the 1100 block of E. Mt. Airy
Ave. was stolen. Owner had left

the motor running.
Nov 29 Auto Theft. Keys were

left on the seat of a car at a gas
station at Chew Ave. and E.
Washington Lane, and the car
was taken while driver was inside
paying.

Dec 2 Theft. A woman
shoplifted cleaning products and
shrimp from a store in the 7000
block of Germantown Ave. 

Dec 2 Theft from Auto. The
passenger-side window was bro-
ken on a car parked in the 300
block of E. Mt. Airy Ave. A bat-
tery was removed.

Dec 3 Theft from Auto. A car
charger was removed from a vehi-
cle parked in the 1000 block of
W. Cliveden St.

Dec 4 Theft from Auto. A car
parked on S. Valley Green Rd.
was broken into. A debit card was
removed, then used at a gas sta-
tion on W. Walnut Lane.

Dec 4 Theft from Auto. The
window was broken on a car
parked in the 500 block of W.
Willow Grove Ave. A wallet and
cards were removed. A debit card
was removed, then used at a gas
station.

Dec 4 Theft from Auto. A car
parked on the 1000 block of
Kitchens Lane was broken into.
A purse was taken containing
cards and $1,000 cash. An
attempt was made to use the debit
card later.

Dec 6 Theft of Auto Parts.
The catalytic converter was taken
from a car parked on the 200
block of W. Johnson St.

Dec 6 Theft. A shoplifter left
with hygiene products from a
store in the 6200 block of Ger-
mantown Ave.

If you have been a victim of a
crime and would like services or sup-
port, call Northwest Victim Services
at 215-438-4410. For more infor-
mation about crimes in your neigh-
borhood, call the 14th District
Headquarters at 215-686-3140. 

CHILLie the Bear Bench of f
for a good scrub

by Walt Maguire

CHIILie, the popular bear
bench outside Jenks play-
ground, has had a hard

time lately. Someone used a
black magic marker to draw Xs
and “Cut it out” across the seat,
marring the whimsical map of
the Hill.

It will soon be removed for
cleaning and restoration.

The nine-foot fiberglass sculp-
ture at the corner of Germantown
and Southampton avenues has
been a favorite stop for years and
shows up in many family selfies.
Artist Rebecca Thornburgh drew
a whimsical interpretation of
Chestnut Hill on the front, and
dinosaurs and spaceships on the
back, to represent everywhere
else. CHILLie even has a coloring
book that goes with it. 

The next step will be to move
CHILLie to Thornburgh’s studio
a few blocks away, where she will
clean and restore it. It will then
be moved to an auto body shop
for a new protective coat of ure-
thane, which will protect it from
future vandals. When that’s all
done, it will go back to its spot
outside the Jenks playground.

This will be the second time
the bear took a trip. A few years
ago, the fiberglass paws were dam-
aged, and he was removed for
more than three months. 

A Sharpie vandal will send CHILLie back to artist Rebecca Thornburgh for a touchup.
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Owned and Operated for over 45 Years.

Eye Doctor on staff 4 days a week.
An appointment is needed.

We accept outside prescriptions.
Walk-ins are welcome.

We have competitive prices for
glasses, contacts and sunglasses

with many brand names.

6304 SUNNYBROOK RD.
FLOURTOWN, PA 19031

We Have recently merged
our Lafayette Hill office with

our Flourtown office.

VISIT EYEGLASSESETC.COM

Four Generations of
Hair Artistry

215.242.2888 • WWW.SALON90.NET

90 BETHLEHEM PIKE, CHESTNUT HILL

ADJACENT to CH EAST TRAIN STATION

CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY • EASY PARKING

Crime Report
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OPINION
Arnie Deer Kill Unjust

A recent Philadelphia Inquirer arti-
cle about the annual deer kill in the
Fairmount Park system prompted me
to sound off.  Journalistic integrity is
hard to come by when reporting on
the deer issue.  The public expects
accurate and fair coverage of the issue.
It’s only right that deer get a fair
shake.  In the interest of balance and
thoroughness, a reporter would
uncover a wealth of information in
support of deer.  

There is so much to learn.  Note-
worthy is the fact that white-tailed
deer represent a significant and previ-
ously unappreciated vector of seed dis-
persal across North America,
including native species.  Trillium
grandiflorum seeds are dispersed as
well in eastern North America.  This
Trillium can be found in the Wis-
sahickon.

Interestingly, the main stressor on
the ecology of the Wissahickon is the
human, according to Friends of the
Wissahickon (FOW).  The impacts
are said to be “severe.”  High levels of
visitation in the park can have a sig-
nificant impact on the behavior of
local wildlife as well. 

Of course deer have an impact on
the ecology, but the science that sug-
gested that deer ravaged one park’s
ecosystem has been challenged.  It

must be said that there’s never been a
proper vegetation study in the Wis-
sahickon.

Scientific integrity around the deer
issue here is nowhere to be found.
Deer are scapegoats for larger ecologi-
cal problems.  Human practices also
play a role in the big picture.  

The war on deer is unjust and must
be rejected.  The annual intrusion is
self-perpetuating.  Shooting deer so
habituated to a non-threatening
human presence is a betrayal of trust
and an open-air execution.  Philadel-
phia Advocates for the Deer (PAD)
will continue to speak out against this
injustice.

Bridget W. Irons

Thanks to all for
Green Fest 2021 
Support

The Greenspace Initiatives Com-
mittee would like to thank our com-
munity for the great turnout and
support of Green Fest 2021 on Satur-
day, December 4. We were able to
share conceptional plans for Mermaid
Park, collect feedback on Winston
Park, highlight our work with Friends
of Pastorius Park, and green work with
neighbors at the Water Tower and
West Highland Train Station. Atten-

dees enjoyed music, raffles, meeting
many stewards of Chestnut Hill's
green spaces, and the first public out-
ing of The Backyard Gnomes who will
be highlighting our greenspace work
in 2022. We raised close to $460 and
kicked off our 2021-2022 fundraising
campaign. This collaboration of the
Business Association, Conservancy
and Community Association among
other green stakeholders is really
amazing and we are so appreciative of
everyone's excitement for our newest
projects - Mermaid Park and Winston
Park. We encourage you to visit chest-
nuthill.org to make a donation to the
Chestnut Hill Tree Fund this holiday
season.

Thank you also to our generous
donors: Night Kitchen Bakery, Chest-
nut Hill Starbucks, Hilltop Books /
Friends of Chestnut Hill Library,
Weavers Way, Tavern on the Hill,
Spruce Hollow Landscape Design,
Chef Kimberly Fonville, Woodmere
Art Museum, Chestnut Hill Conser-
vancy, Chestnut Hill Business Dis-
trict, Chestnut Hill Parking
Foundation, Chestnut Hill Communi-
ty Association and the Chestnut Hill
Local.

Laura Lucas
Greenspace Initiatives Committee

Chair

Pickleball, a
beloved sport, is
not just for older
players

As Chestnut Hill and Mt Airy
residents, and pickleball players,
we are writing this letter in reply
to Tom Beck’s story to offer a
more balanced view.

We appreciate the concerns of
the immediate residents and
would like to work together with
our neighbors to improve the sit-
uation. Many suggestions were
given, and we are certainly will-
ing to be flexible. For example,
opening at 9am during the win-
ter is completely reasonable, as
is closing earlier in the evening.
Closing half of the courts during
the winter would probably not
make much difference in noise
level, but it would drastically
reduce opportunities for commu-
nity members to play.

None of us were aware of the
swearing "very loudly and very
excessively” that was mentioned
in the article. However, we can
certainly monitor ourselves for
any foul language, as well as how
loudly we are talking.

We disagree with Mr. Beck’s
ageist statements, such as
describing pickleball players as
“geriatrics with wooden pad-
dles.” While some of us are in
our 60’s and 70’s and beyond,
players at the Water Tower are
also in their teens and 20’s. And
if someone in their 80’s or 90’s is
playing, that is something to cel-
ebrate rather than insult.

While some may feel that
“pickleball is not a super athletic
game,” most players would dis-
agree. It can involve physical
stamina, athleticism, and strate-
gy. It has been a great outdoor
pastime during the pandemic.
Playing pickleball is also a
chance to be part of a friendly
group that is diverse in age, sex,

race, physical ability, etc. Given
the divisiveness in communities
lately, we instead come together
to share a common passion.

We applaud Councilmember
Cindy Bass for her support of the
Rec Center, and thank the Cen-
ter for being a wonderful com-
munity hub. We invite our
neighbors with concerns to
come out anytime to meet us
and talk over a cup of coffee. Try
a game! We believe that working
together would give the best
chance of positive solutions.

Sarah Whitman, Chestnut Hill
Abe Witonsky, Chestnut Hill

Margaret Shapiro, Mt Airy
Sue Osthoff, Mt. Airy 

Marilyn McHenry, Chestnut Hill
Mary Jo McMullin, Chestnut Hill

Marilyn Paucker,  Chestnut Hill
Eva Stehle, Chestnut Hill

Debbie Rodgers, Chestnut Hill
Linda Baldwin, Chestnut Hill

Cheryl Pinkus, My Airy
Karen Kulp, Chestnut Hill

Tyson Smith, Mt Airy
Tricia Walmsley, Chestnut Hill

Ellie Seif, Mt. Airy
Karen Freedman, Chestnut Hill

Mike Moses, Chestnut Hill

Recent pickleball
article unfair to
players and to the
sport

The recent article on Pickle-
ball is extremely biased and
unnecessarily snarky towards the
players. Calling pickleball play-
ers “geriatrics” is highly insult-
ing.  Is this an article about the
noise of the sport or an article
making fun of the sport and its
players?   A quick dictionary
search of the word geriatrics - “a
person who is very old and inca-
pable or outdated”.  Is this really
what you want to say about the
players?  Is the subtext of this
article some sort of ageism?

So just to correct a few things.
First, Pickleball was created as a
sport for the entire family of all
ages to play together.  And it is
played by people at the Water
Tower of all ages. It is even a
college sport.  Second, it may be
easy to pick up the basics but it
is not an easy sport to play well.
It takes a lot of speed and strate-
gy and even endurance.  If I just
read your article and knew noth-
ing else, I would conclude it was
a sport for old farts that don’t
move and just bang their paddles
and scream obscenities.   This is
not the case.   Third, cutting
morning hours is not an option
as a kids camp takes over the
courts at 9 a.m. in the summer
and this would entirely shut out
a large group of people who real-
ly need this play.

Perhaps most important of all,
this sport has given people hope
during the pandemic.  It has pro-
vided connection and cama-
raderie and an outlet for exercise
and fun.  At a time when we
couldn’t do anything else, we
could play pickleball outside and
make new friends.  I’m not sure I
would have gotten through this
period without it and I know
many others feel the same.  It is
still a pandemic and we still real-
ly need pickleball.  I know
another youngish player in the
morning who plays to stay away
from his drug habit.   Others talk
about going crazy if they can’t
get out and play.

I realize there is a different
noise from pickleball that is per-
haps annoying to some.  A
sound barrier seems like a way to
make the courts palatable for the
neighbors.  Belittling people
that play, while certainly not
without precedent in this politi-
cal time, is not necessary or
helpful.

Nancy Neill
Lafayette Hill, PA

Instagram.com: @ChestnutHillLocal

Twitter: @TheCHLocal

Facebook.com/ChestnutHillLocal

f r o m o u r  r e a d e r s

If you wish to respond to any of the letters or articles that you’ve read in the Local, please e-mail the
editor at: carla@chestnuthilllocal.com



Let's stop back-
room dealing on
land development

In October 2021, a few volun-
teers in Germantown initiated a
Call to Action by the Philadelphia
Redevelopment Authority
(“PRA”) to do what it had not
done in the past six years…maybe
not ever in its history!  We called
on the PRA to act counter to the
politics that has governed the dis-
position of publicly-owned proper-
ty in the City.  Specifically, we
urged the PRA to use its authority
to withdraw its award for the rede-
velopment of the Germantown
YWCA building at 5820  Ger-
mantown Avenue. We said, “The
PRA should do its job, and we
would rally the community to han-
dle the politics.”

In 2015, the PRA awarded the
right to develop the building to an
entity known as Keith B. Key
Enterprises (KBK), an out of town
developer. Over the past 6 years,
KBK has failed to meet the devel-
opment  requirements to have the
PRA approve a  transfer of title to
the Building. On October 28,
because of our activism, the PRA
issued a Notice of Default to KBK,
giving it thirty (30) days to comply
with PRA requirements.  On
December 1, KBK was declared to
be in default and no longer eligible
as the redeveloper of the Building.

The YWCA building has a long,
storied history of neglect by the
City and the PRA, but the recent
history that prompts this letter is a
clear example of the political con-
trol over disposition of publicly-
owned land that allows secret and
backroom dealing by District
Council members.  Via City

Councilmanic prerogative, a Dis-
trict Council member  has the
power to transfer public land
because only a District Council
member (by unwritten rule) may
introduce the Ordinance required
for such a transfer.  And what a
District Council member wants, a
District Council always gets
through the power (the “preroga-
tive”) granted by all the other Dis-
trict Council members.  All
members will always vote in favor
of any ordinance by a  District
Council member that concerns
land development within that Dis-
trict Council member’s district.
It’s “you scratch my back, and I’ll
scratch yours,” a practice that for
years has caused delays, encour-
aged Pay-to-Play by developers,
and dissipated the Mayor’s govern-
ing power. Councilmanic preroga-
tive has caused blight and unfair
dealings on many large publicly-
owned properties.  To name a few
in Germantown - Town Hall, the
Wissahickon Playground, the old
Wyneva Hotel site, and the Ger-
mantown YWCA building, with
the YWCA building as the best
example.

Sitting majestically adjacent to
Vernon Park, a 2-acre park in the
central core of Germantown, the
YWCA building has been owned
by the PRA since 2012 when it
foreclosed against Germantown
Settlement for its  failure to pay
the mortgage on a PRA loan of
over a million dollars.  In 2015,
the PRA asked for community
support of a development proposal
that would involve Ken Wein-
stein, Mission First, and Center in
the Park as partners in developing
the Building as an affordable
senior housing facility.  Center in

the Park is a senior services facility
that operates  adjacent to the
Building,  Mission Housing has a
stellar reputation as a developer of
affordable housing.  Ken Wein-
stein has a stellar reputation for
adaptive reuse of old buildings,
with The Waldorf  School on
Wayne Avenue as a prime exam-
ple.  

At a community meeting, the
Mission First/Weinstein plan was
approved overwhelmingly by the
more than 200 people present.

But District Councilwoman Cindy
Bass objected to and killed the
PRA’s selection of the communi-
ty-approved proposal, stating that
“Germantown does not need more
low income housing; it needs mar-
ket rate housing.”  Bass chose KBK
as the developer.  

After six years, and with a two-
month campaign that collected
almost 1200 signatures on a peti-
tion and hundreds of emails to
Mayor Kenney, Germantown is
expressing a resolve to stop the

backroom dealing on land disposi-
tion.  The PRA acted to give a win
to Germantown.  A community
meeting, scheduled for December
7, will take on the next step of
community involvement in the
disposition of public land.  Quot-
ing a Hidden City reporter in
2015, “Germantown’s the only
neighborhood in Philly where 250
people would show up to a meet-
ing to talk about a building.”  I
think he’s right.

Yvonne B. Haskins, Esquire
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The shuttered Trolley Car Diner in East Falls held a Holiday Grad and Give on Saturday, opening its doors to give away a
storeful of restaurant, office and kitchen supplies. Anyone taking an item was asked to give what it was worth to them, with
proceeds going to the SHARE Food Program. “It was well attended and many people left with their favorite Trolley Car
Diner and Trolley Car Cafe memorabilia and restaurant supplies” said Weinstein. “Ultimately, we raised more than $2,000.

OPINION



Iam seeking here today some
responsible person with a good
heart who is willing to "adopt"

the memory of a young woman
who died suddenly in 1932. If
"adopt" is not quite the word,
perhaps "inherit" would do, or,
more formally, "assume custody"
for the memory of this young
lady. The most tangible forms of
that memory are her senior year
high school yearbook from 1929
and her hometown newspaper's
obituary of her, published in
March 1932.

The young lady's name was
Frances Berri and according to
the Durango News, published in
Durango, Colorado, for Friday
morning, March 4, 1932, she was
born on July 5, 1911, in that
town. She graduated from Duran-
go High School with the Class of

1929 and then went on to the
University of Colorado at Boul-
der. Her friends named her
"Tillie" and she was widely
known, liked and respected. 

She had a "host of friends," the
newspaper says," and "wore ever a
cheerful smile and in school
affairs always done her part."
According to "The Toltec" (her
yearbook) she was a member of
the social committee of the news-
paper, the White Caps swimming
club and the tennis team. She
also took part in the Christmas
pageant and was scribe for the
Teelawauket Chapter of Camp
Fire Girls.

Her copy of the Toltec year-
book is filled with amusing, sweet,
very 1920s-slangy comments
about her classmates and teach-
ers. Given the time distance from
when she wrote those words, they
now seem touchingly poignant.
In the class predictions section,
she wrote that she'd "be personal
secretary to a millionaire one day
and then marry him." Unfortu-
nately, that was not to be.

After high school she went to
college in Boulder and lived in a

rooming house on campus. She
studied at the university for a
few years but in her junior year,
on the morning of Friday, March
3, 1932, she woke up appearing
"pale and wan" and was encour-
aged to go back to bed while a
doctor was summoned to the
boarding house. Her family was

contacted when her condition
worsened. By Saturday morning,
March 4, she seemed beyond
recovery. Later that day she
died. No reason or diagnosis
was publicly given. Her mother
was not able to arrive on the
train from Denver until Sunday.
She brought Frances back to

Durango on Tuesday. 
The Wednesday afternoon

funeral was held at the Presbyter-
ian Church and burial was at
Greenmount Cemetery, Lot 54,
beside her one-year-old baby sis-
ter, Beatrice, who died in the
1918 influenza epidemic. Years
later, Frances' father and mother
would join their daughters on the
family's shared headstone. A son,
Theodore, survived.

Frances Berri came to be my
"ward" when I bought a large
quantity of books and papers one
day about 30 years ago. I don't
remember where. I am an anti-
quarian bookseller when I'm not
writing. Besides books, I also
acquire anything printed that is
interesting, historical, offbeat or
beautiful (but not art prints). In
that way, I acquired Miss Berri's
yearbook. I was amused by her
sense of humor, as shown by the
comments she wrote in her year-
book's margins. I was also
charmed by the 1920s kids' slang
she used. That was a very pleasant
experience. I determined to men-
tion those things when I put it up
for sale. 

Then I opened the envelope
tucked inside her yearbook. It
contained her obituary. I was
deeply touched at once, saddened
as though someone I knew had
died. I suddenly felt protective of
her. Over the years I've had to
throw away lots of photographs or
ordinary yearbooks or newspapers
as worthless in the sellers' market.
But not this little clutch of pic-
tures and words about this very
particular person. Just a kid, and
an ordinary one at that, but I felt
an inexpressible urge to preserve
these little proofs that she'd once
lived and roamed the earth as we
do. So they've sat on the edge of
my desk for 30 years.

But now I'm old enough to be
concerned for little Miss Frances
Berri's future. I have no idea
where her next home will be. Per-
haps an archive somewhere, a
library, or at least into the protec-
tive custody of one of my readers
who will take care of her memory
until a more permanent residing
place is found. Out west, in
Durango, might be best, but life
has its twists and turns.

Please email me. If more than one
person wants to take over the cura-
tion of these items, I'll need to know
something about you and figure out
a way to decide. Thanks. HG

A few words by way of finding a home for Miss
Frances Berri, formerly of Durango, Colorado

Enemies
of Reading
by Hugh Gilmore
hughmore@yahoo.com
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Three decades of quality

conservation for museums,

private collectors and 

institutions.

Frances Berri, 1911-1932; as the library is cleared, she might finally be remem-
bered by no one.



by Carla Robinson

The long and circuitous sto-
ry of the Germantown
YWCA started a new

chapter last week when developer
KBK Enterprises had its rights to
develop the property taken away
by the Philadelphia Redevelop-
ment Authority after five years of
failing to make progress on the
project.

KBK, which is Black-owned
and based in Pittsburgh, was ini-
tially awarded the rights to
develop the property in 2016
after years of inactivity at the
vacant building. But since then,
the inactivity has continued
despite expectations of its adap-
tive reuse as a mixed use apart-
ment building, which has
infuriated neighbors.

Emaleigh Doley, executive
director of the Germantown
Community Development Cor-
poration, said the decision is wel-
come news to the many residents
who have been complaining
about the lack of action on such
an important property. 

“People may disagree about
what they want to see happen
there, but there is pretty much
universal agreement that six
years is too long for it to sit
vacant. It’s had a negative
impact, not just on the building
but also on the surrounding com-
munity,” Doley said. 

Anne Fadullon, director of the
city’s Department of Planning
and Development and chair of
the PRA’s board of directors
planned to outline the reasons for
the board’s decision at a commu-
nity meeting at the First Presby-
terian Church on Chelten
Avenue on Tuesday night. 

For Yvonne Haskins, one of the
neighborhood activists who led
the push for just this result, the
announcement was a hard won
victory that took years to accom-
plish. For City Councilwoman

Cindy Bass, who supports KBK,
it’s a bitter pill that she says
smacks of insider politics tinged
by racial bias. For Ken Weinstein,
a developer who is very active in
this section of the city and lost
out on the project in 2016, it’s a
new opportunity to develop an
attractive property right next to
an adjacent lot he already owns. 

And for Germantown, the his-
toric community at the center of
all this controversy, it’s a demon-
stration of just how much the
economics of the neighborhood
have changed. 

“Seven years ago, there was so
little interest in Germantown
that we were the only game in
town, and I wasn’t surprised
when we were the only ones to
apply,” Weinstein said, referring
to the fact that he and KBK were

the only two developers who
showed any interest in the prop-
erty when the PRA put it out to
bid in 2015, offering it up at a
mere $65,000. “Here we are
almost seven years later and the
situation is very different. I would
expect a dozen developers to now
be in the picture.”

Haskins and another communi-
ty activist, Ann Marie Doley,
organized the group they call
Friends for the Restoration of the
Germantown YWCA this past
fall. The 33-member group,
which collected 1,200 signatures
in favor of dropping KBK and
moving forward with another
developer, is hosting the commu-
nity meeting on Tuesday night to
discuss next steps.

“Now we will focus on getting a
process that is community driven

and transparent,” said Haskins.
“This meeting is not about com-
plaints, or the past, rather it’s to
set up ways to prevent a repeat of
what happened here and set a
precedent for Town Hall, and
other large public buildings.”

Weinstein said he planned to
attend, as did Councilwoman
Bass, who said she doesn’t consid-
er the matter totally resolved and
that she intends to keep fighting
for KBK. 

“I’m not a fair weather friend,”
said Bass. “Until it’s final I’m sup-
porting KBK. Because I don’t just
think they’ve gotten a runaround,
I know they’ve gotten a

runaround. There’s been a narra-
tive that somehow KBK, a multi-
million dollar corporation is
somehow unqualified or unable to
do this project. I will be attending
that meeting and I plan to lay it
all out, fact by fact, case by case,
what happened.”

Haskins, who has been fighting
to protect the building since
2015, when the city’s department
of LIcenses and Inspections
declared that it was imminently
dangerous and so derelict it was in
danger of being torn down, tells a
different story. 

She said KBK never completed

City moves to find a new developer for 
historic Germantown YWCA
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The Germantown YWCA, seen from Vernon Park.
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Mt. Airy business moves, asks neighbors input
by Stacia Friedman

Mt. Airy residents are so
used to some developers
erecting high-rise apart-

ments without apparent regard
for the impact on local traffic or
quality of life that they were not
sure what to expect when Lee
Hecht, president of Able Plumb-
ing Supply, invited them to a
Zoom meeting. The purpose? To
discuss the future of the property
after Hecht moves his three-gen-
eration family business to East
Germantown.More than 20 peo-
ple participated in the online
meeting moderated by Mt. Airy
Business Improvement District
Executive Director Janis Risch
and Board Chair Ken Weinstein.

The most perplexing news to
residents was that the property
would not be renovated but
demolished.“Structurally, it’s
become a nightmare,” said Hecht.
“It needs a new roof and, if I do
that, I would essentially have to
rebuild the whole thing. Plus, my
business requires constant loading
and unloading of trucks, which is
an annoyance for area residents.”

By law, Hecht doesn't have to
ask anyone’s opinion. The 8,000-
square-foot property’s CMX-2
zoning allows him to develop the
space however he chooses, as long
as there is commercial space on
the first floor. If he wanted to

build yet another apartment com-
plex, no one could stop him. But
that is not how Hecht rolls. This

guy cares.
Located on the corner of Ger-

mantown and Meehan, Able
Plumbing Supply was started by
Hecht’s grandfather in the 1950s.
By now, the store is a neighbor-
hood fixture. Hecht is not mov-
ing because business has been
bad. In fact, during the pandemic,
business has been good. 

“When you commute to work
every day, you are only in your
home for three or four hours
before you turn off the lights. You

don’t have time for a renovation
project. But when you are home
16 hours a day, you start to notice
that your kitchen and bathroom
need an update,” said Hecht, who
also has a showroom in Glenside,
Flow Baths & Kitchens, which is
managed by his wife, Rachel
Lucks Hecht.

Participants in the Zoom meet-
ing were hesitant at first. But
then the questions started rolling
in.

“Will it be another apartment

high-rise?” asked Jonora Eggle-
ston, expressing the community’s
worst fear.

“No,” said Hect. “Definitely
not.”

You could feel the release of
tension.

Kendra Gudgeon, from the East
Mt Airy Neighbors Association,
expressed concern about the
space being vacant for a long
period of time. Hecht assured her,
“We will move as expeditiously as
possible.”

Allyson Lewis, who lives near-
by, raised a point: “We are mov-
ing away from brick and mortar
stores to click and order, so your
business would have to offer a ser-
vice not available online.”

Hecht agreed.
Kasey Thompson expressed

concern about “loading and
unloading.”

“There is no intention of
repeating what was there. It will
not disrupt the commercial corri-
dor anymore,” said Hecht.

Thompson asked if art groups
could use the space. Hecht was
intrigued.

Right now, the property lacks
what realtors call “curb appeal.”
It’s a long, squat, one-story build-
ing built on an odd angle, not
quite on Germantown Avenue,
not quite on Meehan, but strad-
dling both. Its front door is open
like a gaping mouth while the last
of the plumbing supplies are cart-
ed away by the truckload.

Days after the meeting, Wein-
stein described it as “great.”
Hecht agreed. “It was very posi-
tive,” he said. 

So what’s the future of 6815
Germantown? Maybe a commu-
nity arts center. Maybe a restau-
rant. Or maybe an idea that has
yet to be expressed. 

Located on the corner of Germantown and Meehan, Able Plumbing Supply was started by Hecht’s grandfather in the 1950s.
Hecht is not moving because business has been bad. Photo by S. Friedman
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CARMAN’S SHOE REPAIR
— OF CHESTNUT HILL —

HOURS: 9-6 Daily • Saturday 8-1
215-247-7706
8111 Germantown Avenue
E-MAIL: carmansshoerepair@verizon.net
www.carmansshoerepair.com
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by Len Lear

Although I am a lifelong
Philadelphian, I have
always been more of a

New Orleans Saints fan than an
Eagles fan. Maybe it's the “Let the
Good Times Roll” attitude;
maybe it's the amazing food and
music that squeezes out of every
pore of Bourbon Street and the
French Quarter in “The Big
Easy.” There simply is no other
place like New Orleans, where
hangups and inhibitions fall away
like flowers in winter.

And in the mid-1990s my
favorite Saints player was Quinn
Early, a graduate of the University
of Iowa who started his NFL
career in 1988 with the San
Diego Chargers and finished it in
1999 with the New York Jets. But
from 1991 to 1995 he was a Saint-
ly, sublime wide receiver in New
Orleans. As a former junior varsi-
ty receiver in high school, I defi-
nitely appreciated Early's precise
route running, sticky hands,
quick feet and shifty moves. In
1995 he caught 81 passes for
1,087 yards and eight touch-
downs. The Eagles would pay a
king's ransom for a receiver with
anything close to those ethereal
statistics today.

But Early defies the stereotyped
notion of a “jock.” Majoring in
art when he graduated from Iowa
in 1987, Early has gone on to
become an author, film producer
and screenplay writer, history
buff, martial arts instructor for
more than 25 years, and Holly-
wood stuntman.

And on Sunday, Dec. 12, 1:30
to 3:30 p.m., Early will show a
film he produced, “The Shoulders

of Giants,” via Zoom at Ebenezer
Maxwell Mansion, 200 W. Tulpe-
hocken St. in Germantown. It
tells the remarkable story of Frank
Kinney Holbrook, the son of a
runaway slave who in 1895 over-
came seemingly insurmountable
obstacles and racism to become
the first African-American col-
lege football player in the state of
Iowa and lead the Hawkeyes to
their first-ever conference cham-
pionship. Early will introduce the
film and lead a discussion after it
is screened.

“I found out about Frank Kin-
ney Holbrook by chance,” Early
told us in an interview last Friday.
“I was contacted about working
on another early football film, so I
Googled football of the early
1900s, and a picture of the 1895
Hawkeye football team popped
up. Frank Kinney Holbrook was

the only African American in the
picture, so I instantly knew that I
was meant to find him. I love to
learn about stories like this and
those who paved the way for
future generations.”

Early, a native of West Hemp-
stead, NY, has been a
stuntman/actor in Hollywood
since 2010. In recent years, he has
also gotten into writing and pro-
ducing. His first film was a short
called “Just Bake Cookies,” a
coming-of-age story about a
young man named Quinton and
his struggle to navigate his way
from the teen years to manhood.
Quinton is based on Early's son,
Cameron. “When he was a teen
and would get in trouble, I would
bake him cookies and tell him
that I believed in him,” said Early.

The ex-NFL star has written
four full-length feature screen-
plays, including one about Frank
Kinney Holbrook and one based
on "Bryant Acres," a book written
by Early's late mother, Ann L.
Patterson Early, and published by
Quinn in 2017. The book is the
true story of Sherrod Bryant
(1781-1854), a former slave who
went on to become one of the
most successful Black landowners
in the South, owning a 750-acre
farm in Tennessee.

“My mother had the biggest
impact on my life,” Early said.
“When I was 12, my father left
home. My mom was a housewife
with no money. She rolled up her
sleeves and went back to college
and got her bachelor's, master's
and Ph.D. and became a physia-
trist (an M.D. specializing in
physical medicine and rehabilita-
tion). She showed me that you
can accomplish anything if you

work hard enough. She was my
hero!

"I wish my mother was here.
She was my best friend. When I
was in my 20s and 30s she tried to
tell me about her research into
our family history. I was more
worried about what I had going
on, though. When I read her
book, 'Bryant Acres,' in 2016, I
cried because I wanted to discuss
it with her. But unfortunately, she
passed away in 2013 of
Alzheimer's disease."

Early is currently working out
details with The Big Ten Net-

work, which will be showing
"The Shoulders of Giants" on TV.
He will also be making documen-
taries about "Black Pioneers in
American Sports History Whose
Stories Have Yet to be Told." The
series is called "This is One." 

For more information about the
Dec. 12 screening of “The Shoulders
of Giants,” visit ebenezermaxwell-
mansion.org or call 215-438-1861.
“Bryant Acres” is for sale at bryan-
tacres.com. 100% of the proceeds
goes to Alzheimer’s research. Len
Lear can be reached at
lenlear@chestnuthilllocal.com

Filmmaker/ex-NFL star shows his 'Giants' here Sunday

Early's best year out of 12 NFL seasons came during the 1995 season as a mem-
ber of the New Orleans Saints (seen here) when he caught 81 passes for 1,087
yards and eight touchdowns.

Early will show a film he produced,
“The Shoulders of Giants,” via Zoom at
Ebenezer Maxwell Mansion, 200 W.
Tulpehocken St. in Germantown, on
Sunday, Dec. 12, 1:30 p.m. 



on behalf of the developer.
“When I listened to the [civic’s

legal team],” she said, “what I
heard was picking certain provi-
sions out of the zoning code with-
out understanding how they all
relate.”

Woodcock disputed that there
was any frontage on Summit
Street and said that the setback
would have had to apply to a
front yard, which sites zoned
CMX-2 don’t have.

“They've taken a diagram out
of the zoning code and tried to
call Summit Street a front yard
when in fact it's not a front yard,”
she said. “CMX-2 does not
require setbacks because the pur-
pose of that zoning classification

is to promote street frontage and
to support commercial districts.”

Bass also chimed in to support
the community at the hearing.

“I'm asking that your decision
today [is to] really stand with the
neighbors, stand with the com-
munity, stand with the folks who
live there and that we make the
best decision, which is really
going to minimize impact on the
quality of life in this community,”
she said. “We really want to make
sure that even in projects that are
by right that there are things
done which are not going to
decrease the quality of life for
those who have lived there
through thick and thin, who
have really held the neighbor-
hood together.”

Neighbors who disapproved of
the project spoke to concerns
with the aesthetics, the lack of
what they feel is sufficient park-
ing and the density. 

In a Local article from October,
CHCA executive director Anne
McNiff told the Local that com-
munity members feel the size of
the project would be “very detri-
mental to that location.”

“It's right as you're coming into
Chestnut Hill,” she said. “It was
really a hardship to the neighbors
and the church.”

The Chestnut Hill Baptist
Church, built in 1834 and desig-
nated to the city’s Register of
Historic Places in 1973, is a mere
10 feet from where the property
would be built. 

“The Baptist Church is a his-
toric landmark,” said McNiff,
“and the highest point in Chest-
nut Hill.”

The CHCA, not giving up on
its fight against the development,
said it’s currently working with
Summit Street Neighbors and
the Chestnut Hill Baptist
Church to “determine what the
communities next steps will be”
in the aftermath of the appeal’s
defeat.

State Rep. Chris Rabb spoke at the protest. Photo by Julia King

ZBA shoots down challenge
(Continued from page 1)

Mt. Airy development
draws protest

Under current zoning, the developer is under no obligation to share its plans or
meet with community members. There's also no obligation to provide off-street
parking. Photo by Julia King

(Continued from page 1)
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the property can have four stories,
but if the owner adds a “green
roof,” it can go up to five. This is
one of the top concerns of the
protesters. Their goals include
reducing the height of the build-
ing, eliminating the roof deck,
increasing green space and trees
on street level, addressing parking
concerns and rubbish collection,
adding pedestrian crossings at sev-
eral intersections, and maintain-
ing the architectural character of
the neighborhood with its Wis-
sahickon schist homes, 1940s
apartment buildings and old-
growth trees.

Besides starting a letter-writing
campaign and distributing flyers,
the JOA Mart Ad Hoc Commit-
tee met with Councilmember
Cindy Bass to request a traffic
study of the intersection. “Ideally,
we would like the City to install
speed bumps, a pedestrian cross-
walk and perhaps a traffic light at
the intersection of McCallum and
Hortter,” said Cavicchio.

Cavicchio and Penn are hold-
ing out hope that Zatos Invest-
ments will partner with the
community for their mutual bene-
fit. 

“Right now, we don’t even
know if the building will contain
condos or apartments,” said Penn.
“We hope to learn more.”

For more information, email:
C o n c e r n e d N e i g h b o r s -
JoaMart@outlook.com.

Development 
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Craft Funeral Home
of Erdenheim

Since 1891

DAVID V. PEAKE, JR., SUPERVISOR  •  JANICE H. MANNAL, F.D.
www.craftfuneralhome.com           Pre-Arranging and Pre-Financing Plans

215-233-2231
814 Bethlehem Pike, erdenheim (Just Above Chestnut Hill)

LOWNESFAMILY
Funeral Home

LOWNESFAMILY
Funeral Home

5 Generations since 1888

659 Germantown Pike, Lafayette Hill, Pa 19444

Celebration of Life and
Cremation Specialists

610-828-4430  www.lownes.com 

Have the talk of your lifetime with the people who 
care about you and discuss how you would like your 

life to be celebrated at the end of your journey.



any of the work it needed to do in
order to start work on the build-
ing, and that it was the PRA, and
not KBK, that was getting a
“runaround.”

The building at 5820 German-
town Avenue was built in 1915,
and was one of the first racially
integrated YWCAs. For decades
it was a gathering place for local
families. 

Sold by the Philadelphia Rede-
velopment Authority in 2006 to
Germantown Settlement, the
building had been a poster child
for blight. 

After the non-profit went
bankrupt and the PRA fore-
closed, it sat vacant for almost
five years, deteriorating to such
an extent that it was in danger of
being torn down. Squatters had
moved in, windows were broken
and hanging open, and the roof
was leaking badly. By 2012, the
city's Department of Licenses
and Inspections labeled the
building "imminently danger-
ous."

The PRA took over the prop-
erty again in 2013 and sought
RFPs for its redevelopment. 

In 2015, Haskins formed The
Friends of Save the Germantown
YWCA, after which Bass came
up with $3 million to repair the
roof and stabilize the building. 

That same year, at PRA’s
request, Weinstein partnered
with two local nonprofits, the
Mission First Housing Group and
Center in the Park, to propose a
redevelopment plan that would
turn it into low-income senior
housing. Bass, however, did not
approve, and the PRA rejected
the offer. 

Then, in November of 2016,
the PRA struck a deal with KBK,
a company which Bass did sup-
port. KBK’s initial plan called for
a mix of market rate and afford-
able housing on the upper floors,
with commercial and retail on
the first two floors.

Then this year, after six years
of watching the building sit
vacant, Haskins and Doley start-
ed a new grassroots effort. And
on October 13, Haskins and her
group showed up at the PRA’s
monthly board meeting to ask
them to withdraw support for
KBK Enterprises and issue a new
request for proposals.

“We had 33 people who were
co-sponsors to this petition,” she
said. “I looked them in the eye
and told them, you have the
power to withdraw that award,
and you know that it’s the right

thing to do.”
Weinstein said KBK’s failure to

commence work was not surpris-
ing to him, and not because of
any fault of the developer. It just
didn’t make business sense, he
said, because he was counting
market rate housing as part of

the deal. 
“I was shocked when the city

awarded the project to KBK back
in 2016,” he said. “We knew the
numbers wouldn’t work.”

Since then, Weinstein said,
rents in Germantown have risen
more than the cost of construc-

tion, which means that it might
now be possible to develop the
property without using low-
income tax credits.

It’s also not just the number of
developers that will be different
this time around, Weinstein
thinks, but also the racial make-

up of them. And that has been a
concern in the past, he said. 

“We still have a long way to
go,” he said, “but there are defi-
nitely more developers of color
operating in the city now, some
of whom are active right here in
the Northwest.”

Last week, Bass agreed. Still,
she complained about what she
sees as a “history and a pattern
within [the planning depart-
ment] and the PRA about land
disposition, which seems to be a
very biased process.”

“It’s the same narrative that
occurs where you have develop-
ers from outside the city who are
highly qualified, somehow they
come to Philadelphia and forget
all their development skills,” she
said. “To act as if it’s been a level
playing field, that all developers
are treated equally in this city is
a fiction. It's not even like it’s
apples and oranges, because
those are both fruits. No. This is
like you get a bowl of fruit and I
get a bowl of dirt.”

“It’s not right,” she continued.
“The bottom line is that it’s just
not right, the way things have
been going. It doesn’t feel right,
and it doesn't look right for the
city. I’m embarrassed by it.”

www.DentalArtsofChestnutHill.com

8625 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118

Tel. 215-242-6630
Fax. 215-242-6633

Dental Arts of Chestnut Hill

Nidhi Shah, DMD

We Welcome New Patients
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City moves to find developer for Germantown YWCA

The Germantown YWCA, view from Germantown Avenue.



by Len Lear

During a recent interview
with Mt. Airy professor
and author Kyla Schuller,

she urged me to read a new book,
“The Days of Afrekete” (pub-
lished on Oct. 19 of this year by
Farrar, Straus & Giroux) and to
interview the author, Asali
Solomon, because “the entire
book takes place in Mt. Airy and
Chestnut Hill, and it is a very
good book.”

How could I resist? The next
day I bought a copy at the Big
Blue Marble Bookstore in West
Mt. Airy, which is mentioned on
page 76 of the book. After finish-
ing the compelling story of two
black women who have a turbu-
lent lesbian relationship while
students at Bryn Mawr College
and then throughout their subse-
quent lives, I was able to inter-
view Solomon via Zoom. 

One of the two main charac-
ters, Selena, struggles with mental
illness, and the other one, Liselle,
goes on to live in Mt. Airy and
have a stormy marriage to an
ambitious white lawyer, Winn,
who runs for the state legislature.
For me, the best part of this extra-

ordinary book was the vignettes
during a party for Winn's cam-
paign contributors. There is dark
humor, vulgarity and a wicked
dialogue that begs to be made
into a movie. Winn is an ironic

name, by the way, for a man who
turns out to be a loser.

According to a recent New
York Times review by Molly
Young, Liselle is “one of those fic-
tional characters so three-dimen-

sionally rendered that it’s easy for
a reader to slip into their expen-
sive shoes and wander through a
world more realistic than reality.
In Liselle, Solomon has invented
a character who comes to the

mind’s eye in high definition with
anxieties, jokes, memories, furies
and survival instincts all present
in prose as clear as water.”

Solomon, whose first name
Asali is Swahili for “sweet like
honey,” is an associate professor of
English at Haverford College,
where she has been since 2010.
Growing up in West Philadel-
phia, she attended the Baldwin
School, an elite private girls'
school in Bryn Mawr, and then
graduated from Central High
School. She earned a Ph.D. in
English from the University of
California at Berkeley in 2002. 

Solomon won an award from
the National Book Foundation
for “Get Down” (2008), a short
story collection, and won raves
for her novel, “Disgruntled”
(2015), the story of of 8-year-old
Kenya Curtis, who lives in West
Philly in the late 1980s and is
alienated from her friends because
of her upbringing, which mirrors
Solomon’s own childhood. 

“I remain disgruntled always,”
Solomon said last week. “It is my
natural emotion.” 

In “Disgruntled,” Solomon
examines what she calls the
mythologies of childhood. 

"The thing about being young,”
she has said, “is that you don’t
know the world is not really wait-
ing to embrace you. You know, a
lot of the time the world is at best
indifferent and at worst actively
hostile."

Everything Solomon writes
about takes place in Philadelphia.
“I just felt this book had to take
place in Mt. Airy because it has
the right kind of urban aspiration
and class aspiration for Liselle,”
she said.

Is any part of the book autobio-
graphical? “None of this hap-
pened to me,” Solomon insisted.
“There is almost nothing of me in
it. This is me imagining other
people's lives.” 

Nevertheless, she said, “I have
been getting feedback about the
presence of gays in Mt. Airy.”
(Advocate Magazine, a national
gay publication, has written that
there are more gay women in Mt.
Airy than in any other neighbor-
hood in the country.)

The word “Afrekete” in the
book's title comes from a charac-
ter in “Tar Beach,” a book by
Audre Lorde (1934-1992), who
called herself a "black lesbian
mother, a warrior and a poet."
According to Solomon, “The
name also is a warrior deity, a
trickster figure, a black queer
woman symbol.”

Solomon, said that in writing
“Afrekete” she lifted the structure
of “Mrs. Dalloway” (by Virginia
Wolff) and “Sula” (by Toni Mor-
rison). At Haverford College, she
teaches African American Litera-
ture, including courses in Black
Horror, New Black Arts Move-
ment, and Memoir and Mytholo-
gy. “I am reaching an
incrementally larger audience
with each book,” Solomon said. “I
was nervous about the New York
Times review, but I was pleased
because it was very positive.”

Solomon, who lives with her
husband and two children, has a
sister, Akiba, who is a senior edi-
tor for the Marshall Project, an
online journalism organization
that explores issues of criminal
justice. Akiba is co-author with
Kenrya Rankin of the anthology,
“How We Fight White Suprema-
cy” (2019).

For more information, visit asal-
isolomon.com. Len Lear can be
reached at lenlear@chestnuthilllo-
cal.com.

Acclaimed novel about lesbian lovers set in Mt. Airy

Asali Solomon is the acclaimed author of “The Days of Afrekete,” which takes place in Mt. Airy and was published on Oct.
19 of this year by Farrar, Straus & Giroux. Photo by Ron Nichols
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This week's hours:

Tuesday 10:00-5:00

Wednesday 10:00 - 8:00

Thursday-Saturday 10:00-5:00

Sunday 8:00-5:00

*We carry The FT, WSJ, NY Times, Barrons,

and the Sunday Inquirer!

8511 germantown avenue . chestnut hill . pa . 19118
@booked_chestnuthill

Stop by booked. this week

for all your reading needs.

We’ve got a little bit of

something for everyone!

The Little Gallery has an eclectic mix of reasonably-priced art with an emphasis 
on Philadelphia area artists as well as British and French artists from the early 
twentieth century to today. Some modern design objects are also available.

The Little Gallery has an eclectic mix of reasonably-priced art with an emphasis 
on Philadelphia area artists as well as British and French artists from the early 
twentieth century to today. Some modern design objects are also available.

8622 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill
Open 11 to 5 Wednesday - Sunday

www.thelittlegalleryphilly.com
215 601 4023

Come visit us and see what we mean.
The thing about art is that, if you let it, it can transport you out 
of the ordinary. 
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by Tom Utescher

In early 2020, the last time the
Pennsylvania Independent
Schools Athletic Association

held a girls' basketball state tour-
nament, Penn Charter ended its
season with a 65-59 loss to Abing-
ton Friends in the championship
game.

Last Wednesday, the Quakers
launched their 2021-22 season by
playing those same Abington
Friends Kangaroos, and this time
PC prevailed, 55-22. It was the
team's first appearance in Penn
Charter's new Graham Athletics
and Wellness Center and the
100th win with the Quakers for
head coach Joe Maguire, who is
now in his seventh season with
the squad.

The game was also distin-
guished by an impressive varsity
debut for freshman guard Kaylinn
Bethea, a new student at Penn
Charter this year. She led all scor-
ers with 19 points while collecting
seven rebounds and eight steals.
The returning junior tandem of
Aleah Snead and Bella Toomey
also made a significant mark on
the stat sheet. Snead, a tall guard,
recorded 15 points, eight boards,
and five steals, while Toomey, a
forward, logged 10 points, eight
rebounds and five steals.

In an abbreviated 2020-21 sea-
son, no official Inter-Ac League
champion was crowned, but Penn
Charter shared first place with the
Academy of Notre Dame. Each
team won on its home court in the
home-away series, while winning
all of their other contests against

league rivals. Germantown Acad-
emy, which captured outright or
shared the Inter-Ac champi-
onship from 2015 to 2020, fin-
ished third last winter, losing
twice to both the Quakers and the
Irish.

Charter was ready to go for the
2021-22 season tip-off last week,
bolting to an 18-3 lead over the
first five minutes and settling in at
23-7 at the end of the opening
quarter. Abington Friends played
better in the second period and
saw only two points added to its
deficit for a 34-16 tally at the half.
PC pulled away again in the sec-
ond half, outscoring the 'Roos 21-
6 as Maguire filtered his entire
roster onto the floor during the
fourth quarter.

Senior forward Amani Rivers,
sidelined by injury for much of the
past two seasons, contributed four
points and five boards, and the
Quakers received three points
from fellow senior Kayla Bradby,
who also plays soccer and lacrosse
for PC. The other four points were
provided by freshman guard
Kendall Small.

The third senior on the PC ros-
ter is tenacious guard Maddie
Shoup, a three-sport athlete. Both
she and her junior sister, Gracie,
were out of town last Wednesday.
Each of the siblings has commit-
ted to play lacrosse in college, and
they were starters on PC's top-20
nationally ranked team last
spring.

The Quakers graduated five
players from their 2020-21 team,
but only guard Kaitlyn Hnatkows-
ki was a regular starter. Unfortu-

nately, Penn Charter will be miss-
ing an impact player who is still a
junior at the school. Kelsey Bess, a
guard/forward who has been on
the varsity team since she was in
eighth grade, has been sidelined
with an ACL injury.

In addition to the players
already mentioned, the roster this
season includes sophomores Ava
Egan, Ashlie Johnson, and Grace
Walter, freshman Jul Toomey
(Bella's sister), and eighth-grader
Liv Viera.

This winter Coach Maguire will
once again be assisted by former
Penn Charter standout Brianna
Butler, who started for Syracuse
University in the 2016 NCAA
championship game. Assistant
Lauren Gold is an Abington
Friends grad who both played and
coached at Shippensburg Univer-
sity. Her younger sister, Camryn,
played for Penn Charter for one
season. The third Quakers assis-
tant this year, Chris Burnett, is a
member of the Penn Charter fac-

ulty who has experience coaching
boys' basketball.

While vying for the Inter-Ac
title this season, the Quakers can
expect challenges from the usual
suspects. Notre Dame returns a
strong team headed by prolific
shooting guard Maeve McErlane,
a DePaul signee.

Germantown Academy, still the
official defending league champi-
on, also has a talented squad and
will be looking to step back into
the limelight.

One of three seniors on a young Penn Charter squad, guard Maddie Shoup should be able to lose the facemask this season.
Photo by Tom Utescher

SPORTS
PC girls bring experience and young talent to title quest
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SPORTS

by Tom Utescher

In its last basketball skirmish
before these encounters
become official, Mount St.

Joseph Academy hosted Pope
John Paul II High School for a
scrimmage late on Saturday after-
noon.

The trial run followed a regular
game format except for the team
score being zeroed out at the end
of each quarter. The sum of the
scores from the four periods
revealed a 47-21 advantage for
the Mount Magic over the visit-
ing Panthers.

Mount St. Joe's graduated four
players from last year's team,
including Division I recruit Grace
Niekelski, a six-foot forward who
has already started in several
games for Dartmouth College.
However, the 2020-21 team
relied heavily on the sophomore
class, and those players are back
as juniors to lead the Magic, who
have no seniors on the roster.

The Mount's co-captains this
season are a pair of 11th graders,
forward Georgia Pickett and
point guard Keirsten Pumilia. A
minor injury caused Pickett to sit
out Saturday's scrimmage. Their
classmates, guards Lauren Hoff-
man and Chloe McGrorty, were
starters for the Mount last winter.

The other current juniors who
were already in the MSJ program
are center Alexa Kennedy and
guards Carlie Shouldis and Julia
Donahue. They have a new class-
mate and teammate in forward
Erica Martin, a transfer from
Council Rock North High

School, where the current head
coach, Jim Roynan, is a former
Mount mentor.

Now a sophomore, forward
Emily Birmingham was the only
freshman on the Mount St. Joe
varsity last season. She's now
joined by fellow soph and forward
Audrey Kukla, and this year's

lone freshman representative is
forward Addy Smith. Smith's
mother, the former Denise Cattie,
played basketball at Germantown
Academy and went on to become
a player and captain at NYU.

Last Saturday Hoffman had the
hot hand at the outset. Starting
out with an "and-one" three-

point play, she then scored off a
steal and deposited a pair of
three-point field goals. Martin
lobbed in a "three" in the final
minute to help the Magic end the
first quarter with a 15-6 lead.

Hoffman continued to score
and Pumila and Donahue added
points as an 8-3 second quarter

gave the hosts a 23-9 halftime
lead. About the only downside
was that the Mount also had
more personal fouls; these were
tabulated for the entire half, as
usual.

McGrorty came on for 10
points in the third round to lead
the Magic to an 18-6 advantage
for the quarter. With the Mount
starters mostly on the bench, the
fourth frame was a 6-6 standoff.
The Magic had continued to foul,
putting their guests into the dou-
ble bonus, but the Panthers did
not perform well at the free throw
line.

Hoffman's early efforts resulted
in a game-high 17 points, com-
plemented by McGrorty's 10 and
by seven points from the fresh-
man, Smith. There were four
points from Martin, two apiece
from Pumilia, Donahue, Birming-
ham and Shouldis, and one from
Kennedy.

The Magic were due to official-
ly launch their season with
another appearance at the tip-off
tournament held annually at
Twin Valley High School in west-
ern Chester County. Within their
own Athletic Association of
Catholic Academies, the Moun-
ties will square off against tradi-
tional powers such as Villa Maria
and Gwynedd Mercy. They will
no longer engage one of the
league's best teams in recent
years; St. Basil Academy closed
its doors for good in June.

Head coach Matt Feeney and
assistant coach Joe Pensabene are
back for their third season pilot-
ing the Magic.

Athletic, talented junior class will power Mount basketball

The Mount's basketball team captains for 2021-22 are juniors Georgia Pickett (left) and Kiersten Pumilia.  Photo by Tom
Utescher
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SPORTS

by Tom Utescher

Most winter sports teams
were able to play at least
a limited game schedule

last winter, but no form of social
distancing was possible in
wrestling competition. Just now,
grapplers are getting back on the
mat to officially compete for the
first time since the 2019-2020
academic year.

Springside Chestnut Hill
Academy and Germantown
Friends School were back at it
last Tuesday, when the SCH Blue
Devils hosted the Tigers in the
dual-meet season opener for both
schools.

Neither team had a full line-up
in the 14 weight classes, and this
turned out to be a very competi-
tive contest. The teams were tied
30-30 when in the final match,
the 285 lb. bout, senior Mac
Levin secured a pin to boost the
Blue Devils to a 36-30 victory.

Springside Chestnut Hill
picked up one other pin during
the afternoon, collecting the rest
of its team points through four
GFS forfeits. Germantown
Friends won four matches
through pins, and one more
through an injury default.

There were double forfeits in
three other weight classes, and
two of them began the day's pro-
ceedings in the 106 and 113 lb.
flights. SCH then took a 12-0
lead in the meet score as forfeits
by the Tigers were accepted by
Blue Devils senior Jack Sander-
son at 120 lbs., and by sophomore
Andrew Mahony at 126. After

that, there was a mutual forfeit in
the 132 lb. class.

The first actual action on the
mat, in the 138 lb. category, fea-
tured SCH's Jorge Bonvicini and
fellow sophomore Levi Rudick of
the Tigers. Rudick quickly scored
a takedown and remained in con-
trol until pinning his rival with
37.3 seconds left in the opening
period.

Another first-period pin fol-
lowed for GFS at 145 lbs. Here,
Blue Devils freshman Finn Whit-

tle was pinned with 16.2 seconds
left by Will Jiggetts, just one of
two seniors on the Tigers' roster
(along with Dante Billups).

Facing Germantown Friends
freshman Garnet Ramsey, SCH
sophomore Thomas Strain
injured a knee early in the 152 lb.
match and was unable to contin-
ue. His withdrawal resulted in an
18-12 lead for the visitors in the
team score.

The Tigers' advantage contin-
ued to grow through several more

matches. At 160, SCH freshman
Nasir Yard scored an early take-
down, but by the end of the first
round, Tigers 10th-grader Simon
Labor had engineered a 5-3 lead
in points. Late in the second peri-
od, Yard was once more in the
controlling position, but Labor
scored a reverse and then a pin
with 25.1 ticks to go.

Billups, one of the visitors'
most experienced grapplers, built
up an 11-2 lead in his first period
against a junior for the host team,

Micah Ford. Starting on the bot-
tom for the second round, Billups
reversed and pinned Ford with
1:29 still to go in the period.

The visitors' fortunes began to
change when they had to forfeit
to SCH senior R.J. Moore in the
182 lb. class. Next up at 195,
Blue Devils senior Ben Rodgers
pinned GFS sophomore Dean
DeSeve 34 seconds into the
match, bringing the home team
closer to the Tigers in the team
score, 24-30. A Germantown for-
feit at 225 lbs. to senior Joe Cas-
sidy of Springside Chestnut Hill
tied it up at 30-all.

In the deciding match at 285
lbs., the action quickly went to
the mat with a takedown by a
senior veteran for the Devils,
Mac Levin. GFS sophomore Leo
Katowitz stayed on his stomach
for awhile, but eventually Levin
turned him and got the pin with
29.6 seconds left in the opening
period.

Outside of the circle, Ed Ding-
ley returns for his seventh season
as head coach of the Blue Devils,
and back as his assistant is former
Chestnut Hill Academy wrestler
Joe Aversa ('07).

GFS also has a former wrestling
alum, Jared Lazorko ('16) back to
help out sixth-year head coach
Paul Hammond. Anthony and
Idris White have come on board
the coaching staff, as well. Both
brothers are products of the
Philadelphia Catholic League
who wrestled in college, Antho-
ny at Millersville University and
Idris at the University of Mary-
land.

SCH, GFS well-matched in wrestling opener

Germantown Friends senior Will Jiggetts looks to the official to signal a pin in the 145 lb. match.  Photo by Tom Utescher
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by Stacia Friedman

This year, there’s a run on
almost everything, includ-
ing Christmas trees. That

was what brought Chestnut Hill
resident Gail Cataldi to Laurel
Hill Gardens on the first Monday
following Thanksgiving.

“I’m afraid there will be a short-
age,” said Cataldi, who was look-
ing for a seven-footer.

Her concerns were echoed by
Laurel Hill Gardens manager
Susan Dannenberg. When asked
if they will be selling trees straight
through to Christmas Eve, she
said, “We sell them until we run
out. But that will happen before
Christmas.”

For more than 40 years, Laurel
Hill Gardens, 8125 Germantown
Ave., has been a go-to place, not
just for Christmas trees, but also
tree stands and all the other deco-
rations needed to draw wide-eyed
wonder from children. That
includes a sparkling tree topper,
LED lights, bows and mistletoe.
(LEDs use at least 75 percent less
energy than traditional lights and
last 25 times longer.)

“All our trees are Fraser firs
from North Carolina,” said Dan-
nenberg, who advises keeping
them well watered and using a
preservative. If you buy them
fresh, Fraser firs are among the
longest lasting Christmas trees. If
you water them regularly, they will

last four to six weeks. 
Trees at Laurel Hill Gardens

come in six sizes, from five to 12
feet high. They offer delivery and
decoration services for indoors
and outdoors, an excellent option
if you are wary of climbing ladders
or unraveling yards of electric
wiring. They also have a large
assortment of Christmas wreaths.

Tom and Tamar Jacobson of Mt.
Airy selected a wreath early this
year. “I’m Jewish and Tom is
Christian so we compromised and
have a wreath instead of a tree,”
Tamar said.
Tree tips

How do you know if it’s fresh?
Grasp a branch to test for strength
and freshness. A fresh tree should
feel supple with only a few green
needles coming loose when
pulled. 

Make sure your tree is not too
close to a heat source, like a radi-
ator or a window, since heat and
sun tend to dry trees out more
quickly. Always turn off your tree
lights when leaving the house or
going to bed.

If babies or toddlers will be in
the house, make sure there are no
small decorations or tinsel within
their reach. Extension cords and
light cords also should be beyond
the grasp of tiny hands. Some hol-
iday plants such as real mistletoe,
live poinsettias and holly berries
are toxic if swallowed, according
to the Children's Health and

Safety Association safekid.org. 
Christmas trees and dogs are a

bad combo. Tree water can poison
your pet, and fir tree oil will cause
dogs to vomit, so cover the base of
the tree stand with tin foil to
avoid it turning into a drinking
fountain. Chewing on an electric
light cord also can lead to disaster.
Avoid using glass ornaments if you
don’t want to pay an astronomical
vet bill for internal bleeding. And
you might want to forego tinsel.
Another solution? Keep Fido in a
crate or in a different part of your
home.

Cats present even more prob-
lems. By nature, they are climbers.
Your Christmas tree is their Mt.
Everest! According to
Chewy.com, whether your tree is
artificial or real, you need to firm-
ly secure it. Besides a stand, con-
sider placing eye bolts in the wall
and using clear fishing line to hold
it in place. Keep ornaments high
and avoid anything that dangles.
Make sure the stand is covered so
kitty doesn’t drink from it.
Environmental concerns

If anyone in your family is con-
cerned about the environmental
impact of Christmas trees, there is
good news. A real tree spends
around eight years growing in the
field before it is harvested. So
instead of being manufactured like
an artificial tree, a real tree con-
verts CO2 into oxygen, provides a

Inever thought I’d be saying
this, but I might have to listen
to my mother and get my own

captain’s chest freezer, the kind
she’s been loving for years in her
own basement.

I didn’t want to go here. I didn’t
want to have the second freezer
filled with pork chops, Totino’s
Pizza Rolls, freezer-burned cod,
chicken fingers and other things I
couldn’t use before they went the
bad way.

But if the grocery store predic-
tions I’m seeing hold true as 2022
arrives, we may all be in for a
sticker shock surprise. And ahoy!
A captain’s chest of my very own
may be on the horizon, with
hopes there won't be a major
power outage any time soon.
(Let’s not forget the infamous July
hailstorm that knocked out power
for days here in Flourtown, and
took the contents of my whole
freezer and fridge. As I’ve said
before, it was like a little Italian
death for me.)

In all seriousness, a great gro-
cery debacle is coming our way
and is more than 18 months in

the works. We apparently had a
honeymoon period between 2015
and 2019, when grocery prices
remained pretty static.

Enter the pandemic. If we
thought black market toilet paper
and questionably effective, high-
priced hand sanitizer were the
worst it could get, we all need to
think again. Even the moderate
yet troublesome price increases
we’ve seen over the past year-
and-a-half will pale in compari-
son to the grocery apocalypse we
are in for when the new year rings
in.

I didn’t want to do this column
before the holidays, but it’s like a
ticking time bomb, with a January
1 reveal.  Lack of labor, unem-
ployment, the cost of refrigerated
and even regular transportation
to deliver the goods, as well as
manufacturing and livestock hic-
cups are all catching up like a
bad, bad Covid hangover, and it
will make almost everything we
buy cost a lot more next year. As
in three weeks from now.

And we’re talking products
from all the big companies, like
Kraft, Tyson, even Clorox,
according to reports this month.
Everything is slated to increase
about 8% more than the 6% it
already has this past year. To put
it in perspective, the norm is
about 2% per year. This upcom-
ing hike will be the highest since
about 1990, when dramatic infla-

tion reared its head. 
If we really look at our grocery

receipts, we’ve already seen that
we’ve paid more for holiday din-
ners this year than last year. And
it’s a disproportionate problem:
reports cite that lower-income
families pay more of a percentage
of their incomes for groceries

than those with higher incomes.
But things like steak and bacon

already have seen increases in the
mid-20% range. Can’t imagine
how much we’ll be paying for that
Sunday brunch slab of bacon. Fif-
teen dollars? Twenty dollars?
Time to go vegan? I can already
hear my late grandmother: “No

meatballs in the gravy, April?
Shame on you!”

The problem will exist whether
you are an in-store, aisle-by-aisle
shopper, or an online order and
pick-up fanatic.

Rebecca Franks is an example
of someone I consider to be a gro-
cery pro. The Erdenheim mother
of two  picks up her groceries from
three different local supermarkets
and in multiple online orders
each week, one order for her fam-
ily of five, which includes her
mother, and another order for her
mother-in-law and aunt who live
in Oreland. She knows all the
prices, she knows what’s on sale,
and she’s already planning for the
price increases.

“I’ve kind of switched things
up,” said Franks. “I generally do
not buy red meat because it’s so
astronomically expensive. Pro-
duce has gone up. I look around
for what is cheapest.

“I’m going to continue to shop
around and clip coupons,” she
said. “And there are certain
things I’ll buy in bulk at Sam’s
Club.”

What are some other ways we
can combat the rising prices for at
least the first half of 2022, before
we can hope to see some relief lat-
er in the year? I rang up my Super-
market Guru, Phil Lempert, an
L.A.-based Today Show and
Inside Edition favorite, for advice. 
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(Continued on page 23)

Food For
Thought
by April Lisante

Grocery prices to spike yet again, highest in 30 years

(Continued on page 22)

Rebecca Franks of Erdenheim and her son Ethan unloading her weekly groceries.
Photo by April Lisante

Supply shortages on Christmas trees, best to buy early

Tom and Tamar Jacobson choose a wreath at Laurel Hill Gardens. Photo by Stacia
Friedman



Longtime Germantown resi-
dent Richard Raub joined
four other conductors to lead

students from the Academy of
Vocal Arts and the AVA orchestra
in “A Celebration of Opera” Nov.
12-30. I caught opening night in
Kimmel Center’s Perelman The-
ater, but four other performances
were given in Center City, Lehigh
University, Bucks County and the
Main Line.

Raub, one of AVA’s most senior
and respected vocal coaches, con-
ducted scenes from Rossini’s “Il
barbiere di Siviglia” and Thomas’
“Mignon.” The nearly three-hour
program also featured excerpts
from Mozart’s “Don Giovanni,”
Lehar’s “The Merry Widow” and
Verdi’s “Rigoletto” with AVA

music director Christofer Macat-
soris wielding the baton,
Beethoven’s “Fidelio” with
Audrey Saint-Gil conducting,
Puccini’s “Madama Butterfly” with
David Antony Lofton leading, and
Puccini’s “La Boheme” with
Robert Kahn.

Raub’s soloists in the Rossini
were baritone Titus Muzi in the
title role of the Barber of Seville,
tenor Shawn Roth as Count
Almaviva, and bass Eric Dela-
grange as Don Basilio. Together
with the players of the AVA Opera
Orchestra, they caught the “Mad
Hatter” insanity that has made
this one of the most popular comic

operas in the repertoire. All the
same, both the vocal and instru-
ment writing showcase Rossini at
his most inspired. The “coloratu-
ra” pyrotechnical displays of the
vocal writing dazzle the ear while
the sizzling scoring does more to
set the stage of the narrative than
costumes or sets.

Raub elicited superb singing
from his young vocalists and ener-
getic yet supple playing from his
instrumentalists.

The third act trio from
“Mignon” was a tantalizing pre-
view for AVA’s fully staged pro-
duction of the opera set for Feb.
19-26, 2022. His soloists here were
mezzo Monique Galvao in the title
role, tenor Zachary Rioux as Wil-
helm Meister, and bass-baritone
Peter Barber as Lothario. All three
sang with consummate sophistica-
tion and intense dramatic convic-
tion, making the most of Raub’s
impeccable instrumental support.

Macatsoris was at his “Ital-

ianate” best in the tragic third act
of “Rigoletto,” drawing stirring
performances from Kevin
Godinez, Ethel Trujillo, Sahal
Salam, Alice Chung and Cody
Muller. It seemed as though the
entire student body was onstage
for the second act of “La Boheme,”
yet Robert Kahn held the festive
chaos completely under control.

Next on AVA’s season is a
“Winter Recital” set for Dec. 14 &
16. Call 215-735-1685 or visit
avaopera.org.

ORATORIOS OF CARISSIMI
Matthew Glandorf conducted

Choral Arts Philadelphia and the
Philadelphia Bach Collegium in
performances of two oratorios by
Giacomo Carissimi (1605-74):
“The Universal Flood” and “The
Dialogue of the Giant Goliath”
Nov. 10 & 14. The first took place
in the Episcopal Church of the
Holy Trinity, Rittenhouse Square,
Philadelphia; the second was giv-

en in the Episcopal Church of the
Good Shepherd, Rosemont. The
former featured the full Choral
Arts choir whereas the latter was
sung by only the 10 professional
core soloists. I heard the second.

American music lovers often
wrongly think that the “oratorio”
was invented by its most glorious
exponent, George Frederic Han-
del. But Italian musicians were
composing oratorios even before
Handel felt the financial need to
write “Messiah.”

Although both of these scores
by Carissimi pale before the
majesty of “Messiah,” the
“Goliath” opus is particularly
impressive for its eloquent setting
of its text and its highly dramatic
vocal writing. Glandorf led his
singers and players with a deep
understanding of the period style
and a moving commitment to
each oratorio’s narrative.

Choral Arts will celebrate the
end of 2021 with a performance of

Bach’s “Christmas Oratorio” Fri-
day, Dec. 31, at 4 p.m. in the Epis-
copal Cathedral of Philadelphia.
Visit choralarts.com. 

HOLIDAY CONCERTS
Mendelssohn Chorus of

Philadelphia will return to Chest-
nut Hill for the first time in two
years for its traditional “Feast of
Carols” concert Saturday, Dec. 11,
at 4 and 7:30 p.m. in St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 22 E. Chestnut
Hill Ave. The parish’s own music
director, Andy Kotylo, will be the
organist for the performance. He’ll
be joined by Timberdale Brass for a
roster of music that includes
Pinkham’s “Christmas Cantata,”
the world premiere of Texu Kim’s
“The New Year’s Magpie Song,”
and a new carol composed by the
chorus’ new artistic director,
Dominick DiOrio, who will con-
duct the concert. Visit
info@mcchorus.org.

For Chestnut Hill music lovers
interested in combining a touch of
history with the holiday spirit, a
trip into Society Hill might hit the
spot. Old St. Joseph’s Roman
Catholic Church, founded by
Jesuit Fathers in 1733 and
Philadelphia’s oldest Catholic
Church, will present “Advent
Lessons & Carols” on Sunday,
Dec. 12, at 3 p.m. Parish music
director Mark Bani (a former stu-
dent of Chestnut Hill’s Richard
Alexander) will lead the Church’s
Schola Cantorum in music by
Bach, Mathias, Willcocks and
Rutter. “Old St. Joe’s” is located at
4th & Walnut streets. Visit old-
stjoseph.org.

You can contact NOTEWOR-
THY at Michael-caruso@com-
cast.net.
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Note-
Worthy
by Michael Caruso

mjcjsb@aol.com

Germantown conductor leads AVA celebration

Titus Muzi and Eric Delagrange perform scenes from “Barber of Seville” with Richard Raub on the podium. Photo by Don
Valentino

BOYD’S ANTIQUES
by Priscilla Boyd Angelos

The Largest Selection of Quality18th &19th
Century Antiques in the Area

NOW LOCATED:
1510 BETHLEHEM PIKE, FLOURTOWN

215-880-6268
www.boydsantiques.com

BLUM’S CHESTNUT HILL ANTIQUES
AVOID AUCTION UNCERTAINTY

BUYING • IMMEDIATE PAYMENT
Antique Furniture & Objects

Open M - S: 10:15 - 5:30

45 E. Chestnut Hill Avenue • 215-242-8877
www.blumsantiques.com 

The Largest Inventory in the Area
- Est. 1930 - 

KEYSTONE AUCTION
OF YORK, PA

Owner: Gary Klinger • Local Contact: Ronald Klinger

215-688-7578
Antiques & Collectibles

Lic.# AY002300

McCARTY GALLERY ANTIQUES
18th, 19th & 20th Century Items, 

Fine Art, Antique Furniture, Oriental Rugs

Open FRI and SAT, 
by chance or by appointment

7733 Winston Road Chestnut Hill

215-247-5220

Looking for something 
unique and special?

Stop by one of 
these fine businesses.

Galleries, Antiques & COL L EC T I B L ES

TO ADVERTISE HERE, 
CALL 215-248-8800

THEN AND AGAIN
VINTAGE AND ANTIQUE STORE
RECLAIM - RESTORE - REPURPOSE

Open Friday - Sunday, 10 am to 1 pm 
or by appointment

215-688-8933
221 S. Easton Rd., Glenside, PA 19038

BIRD IN HAND
NON-PROFIT CONSIGNMENT SHOP

Decorative objects for the Home, the Collector
and the Environmentally Conscious

Jewelry, Antiques, Furniture, Framed Art, Crystal & China
For Consignments:

Send photos to: birdinhandconsignmentshop@gmail.com
or call 215-842-5624

Visit us on Instagram: birdinhandconsignmentshop
Now open at our new location:

9 W. Highland Ave. Hours: Tues - Sat 10 - 5

THE ANTIQUE GALLERY
Pottery - Porcelain -  Bronze - Paintings - Jewelry

We repair all jewelry, paintings and ceramics. 
Always interested in purchasing
costume jewelry, gold and silver.

8523 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia PA 19118
(215) 248-1700 • M: (215) 808-3471

www.antiquegal.com



by Hugh Hunter

Just in time for the holidays,
Quintessence Theatre reopened
with a rousing revival of "Little

Women The Broadway Musical"
(2004) with a book by Allan Knee,
based on the semi-autobiographical
novel of Louisa May Alcott. For
over two hours, this high-energy
show never lets you rest.

In its 20 plus songs, the lyrics of
Mindi Dickstein stay true to the
characters without getting bogged
down in pretentious language or
excessive rhyme. Thus, the music of
Jason Howland has room to breathe
and players are invited to act out
their songs. The score is still another
example of the seminal influence
the late Steven Sondheim had on
Broadway..

Marielle Issa, a New York City
based actor and graduate of North-
western University shines in the key
role of Jo. Her signature song "The
Fire Within Me" lays bare Jo's strug-
gle to mature as a woman and a
writer. Without hamming it up, Issa
honors the many moods of rebel-
lious Jo.

The authenticity of Issa's Jo is so
pervasive it seems to spill over into
other characters. Cara Dipietro
(Amy), Paola Morales (Beth) and
Caitlin Ort (Meg) play Jo's sisters.
They are all distinctive stage pres-
ences.

Kudos to Eleni Delopoulos; the
three-time Barrymore nominee
keeps you laughing all night as the
cantankerous Aunt March. Veteran
actor Frank X is equally notable as

crankyMr.Laurence, at first a comic
presence, then dignified and cere-
monially serious.

Completing the cast are Donnie
Hammond (Marmee), Jordan Dob-
son (Laurie), Lee Thomas Cor-
topassi (Mr. Brooke) and Jered
Mclenigan (Professor Bhaer).
Everyone picks up on the score's
invitation to act out their songs.
Two good examples were Ham-
mond's rendition of "Here Alone"
and Mclenigan's moving sense of
isolation in "How I Am".

There have been numerous film
and theater versions of "Little
Women" over the years with a nec-
essary focus on the big dramatic
moments that play on stage. But
staged translations of Alcott's novel
stumble when it comes to the
untimely death of young Beth.

Alcott's own young sister died
from scarlet fever. It devastated her
family, and Alcott turns the

painful event into a compelling sto-
ry. But theater cannot reproduce
the novel's nuanced detail. On
stage, the death of Beth feels like the
worn, romantic trope of the sensi-
tive, too-good-for-this-world young
person.

It is a problem here, too, but the
surrounding production under
Director Hassan Al Rawas over-
whelms the melodrama. His chore-
ography (Devon Sinclair/Adrienne
Maitland) and costume design
(Jane Casanave) is inventive ---
especially when Jo stages her "blood
and guts" opera story. And the five
piece band under Conductor Tom

Fosnocht, with orchestration by
Spicer Carr, is so dynamically pre-
sent that, at times, it feels like a
Greek Chorus.

Quintessence theater itself
becomes a player. Its cozy ambiance
is perfect for the many domestic
scenes. In the end, you truly believe
the sisters deeply love one another -
-- the perfect gift to put under your
Xmas tree.

Quintessence is located at 7137
Germantown Ave. "Little Women
The Broadway Musical" will run
through Jan 2. Tickets available at
215-987-4450 or quintessencethe-
atre.org

by Rita Charleston

“Dearly Departed,” a play
about the dysfunction-
al Turpin family living

in the backwoods of the Bible
Belt, proves that living or dying in
the South is seldom tidy and often
hilarious, as we have learned from
Tennessee Williams, William
Faulkner and others. Despite their
earnest efforts to pull themselves
together for their father's funeral,
the Turpins' other problems keep
overshadowing the solemn occa-
sion. Amidst the chaos, they find
comfort in friends and neighbors,
an eccentric community of misfits
who just manage to pull together
and help each other through their
hours of need and finally, the
funeral.

The play, presented by Allens
Lane Theatre, continues through
Dec. 12 and is the work of David
Bottrell and Jessie Jones. Directed
by Dakota Adams, Glenside resi-
dent Kathleen Harmer takes the
role of the Turin family matriarch,
Raynelle Turpin. In her best
Southern accent, Harmer
describes Raynelle as someone
who has been married to her hus-
band for 40 years, is a church-

going woman who has raised two
sons and now must face life with-
out her father.

Bottrell is also an actor best
known for playing Lincoln Meyer
on the ABC-TV series, Boston
Legal. Bottrell and Jones later
adapted “Dearly Departed” into a
movie called “Kingdom Come”
starring Whoopi Goldberg, LL
Cool J and Jana Pinkett Smith,
wife of Will Smith.

“It's a sad time when someone
in your family dies, but life goes
on,” Harmer said. “And that's
what we're seeing in 'Dearly
Departed.' Sure, we're dealing
with a dysfunctional family, but
what family isn't?”

Harmer, originally from Chel-
tenham and a graduate of Chel-
tenham High School, said she
always wanted to be an actress but
never had the courage to try to
reach her dream. “In school I nev-
er acted in any productions. I was
a shy, scared young girl who didn't
know how to overcome those
things and do the things I really
wanted to do. So I settled for a job
as a secretary.”

But in adulthood, Harmer final-
ly found the courage to give acting
a try and follow her heart. She

enrolled at Philadelphia Commu-
nity College and later went on to
Temple University to receive her
B.A. in Communications. “While
studying, I continued to do office
work and try my hand at acting at
night. Of course, all that gets hard-
er as you grow older, but for me it
was worth it,” Harmer said.

Since taking the plunge toward

achieving her goals, Harmer has
done some TV and film work and
appeared at community theaters in
the area. She said, “When I am
given a role, I try  to find some-
thing in my own life I can draw on.
When I get a script, I get excited.
I love the process of acting, but I
still keep my day job at the Temple
University School of Medicine,

where I've been for many years. I
work in a small office where every-
one is very supportive of what I'm
trying to do.”

Harmer said that in addition to
loving acting itself, she loves the
process of rehearsing. “It gives me
focus, a purpose. I'm always ner-
vous on opening night, but I just
love the whole process.”

With her future always on her
mind, Harmer said she hopes to
get good roles and bigger roles.
“I'm drawn to female characters
who are a little different. Aside
from being on stage, I'd also like to
add more TV and film work to my
resume. Someday, I'd like to have
a role in something like 'Law &
Order: SUV,' playing a detective, a
therapist, a victim — even a dog
walker who discovers the body!
Anything at all! Having finally
achieved my dream of acting, I
will tell you this - life is good.”

Allens Lane Theater is located at
601 Allens Lane in West Mt. Airy.
For additional information, call
215-248-0546 or visit
allenslane.org. Rita Charleston has
been interviewing theatrical person-
alities, both famous and not-quite-
famous, for the Local and other
publications for many years.
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Late blooming actress a 'misfit' at Allens Lane

Glenside resident Kathleen Harmer plays the Turin family matriarch, Raynelle
Turpin, one of several “misfits” in “Dearly Departed,” now at Allens Lane Theatre
through Dec. 12.

• Repair of Dolls and Toys

• Doll Clothes, Wigs, Stands,
Shoes and Accessories

• We Buy and Sell Dolls

• We Buy and Sell STEIFF

Roxanne LeMay
215-628-2466

For Appointment

Quintessence puts on a rousing revival of Little Women

The March sisters, with their friend
and neighbor, Lawrence.



by Len Lear

The late oilman John Paul
Getty was once asked by a
reporter if he had any

advice for young people seeking
fame and fortune. “I have three
simple rules that will guarantee
success to anyone who follows
them,” he replied. “The first is to
get up early every morning. The
second is to work very hard for
long hours every day at something
you love doing. The third is to be
sure to strike oil.”

Well, Chestnut Hill native and
former Springside Chestnut Hill
Academy lifer Maggie King was
never able to follow the third
rule, but she definitely mastered
the first two. A multi-tasking
overachiever, King was an excel-
lent student at SCH as well as
captain of the field hockey team,
a member of the lacrosse team
and an actress in school plays.
“And my mother was dealing
with cancer, which was also
stressful. There was also the stress
of being a closeted lesbian,” she
said last week. “I did not 'come

out' until I was in college.”
And King, who appeared on

the surface to “have it all,” now
says she was keeping yet another
explosive secret. Starting at age

16, she began drinking vodka
heavily, to the point where she
realized she was an alcoholic.
While a freshman at Wellesley
College in Massachusetts in 2017,

she entered a 12-step recovery
program, and in September 2018
the 19-year-old began writing a
semi-memoir, "Pregame: Alcohol,
Addition & Recovery Through
The Eyes of a College Student,"
which was published in July 2019
by New Degree Press, a publish-
ing house in Potomac, MD. It is
an emotionally charged book that
takes you through her personal
story, the stories of others in
recovery, and addiction policy
issues in the United States. 

When it comes to the most
economically privileged college
kids, you might say they are not
all in the same boat -- some are in
a raft, and some are in a yacht.
But they are all in the same storm.
“Binge drinking is endemic on
college campuses all over the
United States,” King said. “Like
me, many kids from affluent com-
munities who go to private
schools are under enormous pres-
sure to succeed and get into the
top colleges. I did not think that I
deserved good things. Alcoholism
is a coping mechanism, a survival
tool that I used to deal with anxi-
ety and depression. The stigma
kept me from seeking help for a
long time. This is a book for par-
ents, teachers who want to get
through to kids, law enforcement
and the medical community.”

There are 16 reader reviews of
“Pregame” on GoodReads.com,
the nation's largest book review
website. The average rating is

4.31 out of 5. A typical review
from Cira Mancuso, author of
“Skin,” reads: “Few people exhib-
it bravery like Maggie King in
'Pregame.' Addiction is a silent
killer, an epidemic overshadowed
by the normalization of drinking
and drug use today, particularly
on college campuses. King's book
highlights the fundamental need
for change in policy and conver-
sation.”

King graduated from Wellesley
in June of this year with a B.A. in
political science. In September
she began her graduate studies at
the University of Pennsylvania
School of Social Policy and Prac-
tice, pursuing an M.S. in social
policy. She also has a full-time
day job with Children First (for-
merly Public Citizens for Chil-
dren and Youth), a 40-year-old
nonprofit founded by King's
grandmother, Margaret Estey, and
for which King's mother also
worked. 

The nonprofit does public poli-
cy work, advocating for vulnera-
ble youth, wards of the state like
those in foster care, issues relating
to pre-kindergarten, child care,
and juvenile justice. “I am now
working on a lead paint poisoning
campaign,” King said. 

“I have a much more balanced
life now. We alcoholics are all or
nothing. Many are high achiev-
ers. I felt a strong desire to be
exceptional. That is Springside. I
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Author Maggie King writes about her “double life” as a teenager, succeeding in
academics, sports and other extracurricular activities while drinking vodka to the
point of blacking out on weekends.

Springside grad's memoir about struggle with alcoholism

(Continued on page 21)



put so much pressure on myself to
succeed. It's detrimental to your
self-esteem. I would put on a
mask every day, like 'look how
perfect I am and see how many
things I can do.' And yet I would
black out on vodka, and I was so
lonely. Many of my classmates did
not enjoy hanging out with me. I
was leading a double life.”

King’s professional and person-

al goals focus on empowering
everyday Americans through
community organizing and leg-
islative advocacy. When she is
not in class or working at her job,
King may be crocheting, binge-
watching Netflix or playing with
her dog, Lucky.

For more information, visit mar-
garetkingauthor.com Len Lear can
be reached at lenlear@chestnuthilllo-
cal.com 
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by Rita Charleston

Broadway star Hugh Panaro
was born and raised in East
Oak Lane, attended St.

Helena's School in Olney, went
to La Salle College High School
in Wyndmoor and ultimately
graduated from Temple Universi-
ty's Boyer College of Music.
Describing his early years, Panero
told us last week that he was
“raised in a happy, musical and
multi-generational household in a
neighborhood that was safe and
secure. Those were carefree days
when we could walk back and
forth to school at St. Helena's
without a care in the world, and
our parents never had to worry
about us.”

A multi-talented performer,
Panaro has raised his voice in
many well-known and successful
musicals all over the world,
including “Phantom of the
Opera,” “Les Miserables” and
“Sweeney Todd.”  He's won the
hearts of countless fans with his
musical talent, garnered numer-
ous awards and honors and is
readying an appearance with the
Philly POPS at their annual Hol-
iday Christmas Special, Dec. 4-
18, at the Kimmel Center
Cultural Campus.

So it's really hard to believe
that this handsome, successful
performer describes himself as a
“nerdy little fat kid” who spent
most of his time sitting “in front
of the television set, watching
'Gilligan's Island' and eating.”
But, he insists, “That was me.
That's what my childhood con-
sisted of. At the age of 12, I also

became the church organist at
Saint Helena's Roman Catholic
Church, but that didn't help any.
You see, if you play the drums,
you're cool. But if you play the
organ, you're just a nerd.”

Around the same time,
Panaro's parents began looking
around for something to occupy
their son's mind besides TV and
Twinkies. “And around the same
time, my mom suggested we see
'Annie,' with Andrea McCardle,
a Philly girl, and that's when
everything changed for me.”
Panaro said that after seeing
'Annie,' he fell in love with the
theater and knew that's what he
wanted to do with his life.

He started to study voice, began
getting himself in shape and
when still just 12, captured his
first stage role as Friedrich in a
local production of “The Sound
of Music.” In school the roles kept
coming, and his ambitions kept
growing. “And the day after I
graduated from Temple, my dad
loaded up the station wagon and
drove me to New York to fulfill
my dreams.”

And fulfill them he did. Panaro
is perhaps best known for having
played the coveted role of the
Phantom in Broadway's “Phan-
tom of the Opera” more than
2,000 times. He made his Broad-
way debut in the original produc-
tion of “Les Miserables” as
Marius. He made his West End
debut in the original London
company of Harold Prince's
“Show Boat,” as well as the Tony
Award-winning production of
“Sunday in the Park with
George.” And his resume goes on

and on and on.
Returning to Philly and the

POPS after a three-year absence,
Panaro said he's looking forward
to the show. Joining voices with
another Broadway star, Scarlett
Strallen, with music conducted
by David Charles Abell, Panaro
said that one of the songs he'll be
singing is “I'll Be Home for
Christmas,” which he finds espe-
cially fitting.

“My parents are both gone now,
so this is the first time I won't see
some of my family out in the audi-
ence. Still, it's great to be singing
in my hometown. It may sound
corny, but no matter how many
times you sing in public, when
your friends and family are out
there, you want to be the very
best you can be. It's like a big
reunion, and I feel very supported
when I sing in Philadelphia.”

More details on the show and tick-
et information are available at philly-
pops.org/christmas. Rita Charleston
has been interviewing theatrical per-
sonalities, both famous and not-
quite-famous, for the Local and
other publications for many years.

Local 'Phantom' superstar says he was 'nerdy fat kid'

Panaro, who graduated from La Salle College High School in Wyndmoor, played
the coveted role of the Phantom in Broadway's “Phantom of the Opera” more
than 2,000 times. 

Springside grad's memoir



Page 22 Chestnut Hill Local  |  Thursday, December 9, 2021

(Continued from page 17)

Grocery
prices to 
spike again

It turns out there are a few key
reasons why national food com-
panies are feeling the crunch and
passing on some of the cost to
shoppers. In 2022, we’ll be deal-
ing with the aftermath of wildfire
crop loss, climate change, and a
basic lack of manpower following
the pandemic, with many workers
simply not returning to work. 

“We are down 100,000 truck
drivers,” said Lempert.

Climate change issues also will
manifest themselves in many
ways at the grocery store. There is
a 30% lower coffee yield coming
our way, so increased prices are
coming for your coffee fix, if I can
be more of a Bah Humbug here.

Lempert says the worst-case
scenario is this may last several
more months, so it’s important to
shop smart, and your “best bet is
to shop around.”

Some of his tips include:
- “Look for alternative stores

like dollar stores, that operate on
the ‘opportunistic model,’ mean-
ing that they buy from brands
that discontinue products, or
change packaging or recipes.”
You can save up to 50% in some
cases.

- When you find products you
like, stock up, because “once they
sell out, you won’t find them
again.”

- Check out warehouse clubs
like Sam’s Club or Costco, but
“don’t overbuy. If you are a two-
person household, getting that
64-ounce jar of salsa might spoil
before you can consume it.”

- “Be realistic on how much
you will eat and how much stor-
age space you have.”

Ah, storage space. I guess it
comes back to the captain’s chest
after all.

by Len Lear

By day, Mt. Airy resident Jen
Allegra is the director of
product management at

Tridiuum, a digital behavioral
health company in Center City
that aspires to “optimize the
behavioral treatment process to
provide better patient outcomes.”

But when the sun goes down,
Allegra becomes Olympe de
Gouges, an incredibly gutsy
woman, author and activist who
struggles to write a play about the
French Revolution’s Reign of Ter-
ror in 1793 Paris, an artistic
endeavor which, if discovered by
the authorities during that time,
would render her headless. In this
potentially lethal enterprise, Alle-
gra is advised, prodded and
spurred on by three brassy, impa-
tient and insistent women who
are eager to make history.
(Olympe de Gouges was a real his-
torical figure who was guillotined
in 1793 at the age of 45 for her
criticisms of the leaders of the
Reign of Terror.)

In playing de Gouges, Allegra
has the lead role in “The Revolu-
tionists” by Lauren Gunderson,
America's most produced play-
wright, which opened Nov. 26 at
Stagecrafters, 8130 Germantown
Ave., and will continue through
Dec. 12. “The Revolutionists,”
written in 2017, has been widely
performed throughout the coun-
try, garnering critical and audi-

ence praise alike. Gunderson's
plays have focused on female fig-
ures in history, science and litera-
ture.

“Olympe means well,” Allegra
told us last week, “but she is a
pretty terrified person and tries to
live in her artistic bubble …
despite the fact that the play is set
during the French Revolution, it
is pretty hysterical and shows the
warmth of sisterhood.”

Allegra grew up in University
City, where her Bostonian parents
were the resident directors of the
graduate dorms at the University
of Pennsylvania. “I went trick-or-
treating in the dorms as a child,”
said Allegra, who graduated from
Masterman High School and
George Washington University,
where she started out as a psychol-
ogy major and ended up pursuing
a degree in theater.

I could not resist asking Allegra
if she has ever been kidded about
having a last name that is also the
name of an over-the-counter cold
medicine. “Growing up,” she
replied, “no one could pronounce
my name. When the allergy med-
icine came out, pronunciation
wasn’t as big of a deal, but the kid-
ding is pretty minimal.”

What is it that Allegra enjoys
most about acting? “At first, it was
a way for a really shy kid to be
brave. Now, it’s the process of
working with talented people to
create a piece of work that enter-
tains audiences and makes us all

think about something important
and maybe even learn something
about ourselves.”

Allegra told us in an earlier
interview that “the accolades
(from acting in plays) are certainly

fun, too, but you don't get them
while rehearsing. But what you do
get while rehearsing is a magical
feeling and the collaborative jour-
ney, which totally fulfills the little
kid in me.”

Allegra, who was inspired by her
mother, also a performer and
singer, has acted in many plays at
Stagecrafters. Which role was her
favorite? “My favorite role is
always the next one,” she said. “I
know it sounds like a cliché, but
there is something really beautiful
and valuable in every role that I’ve
done. And I don’t want to annoy
any directors reading this article if
I don’t mention their show.”

Allegra is a single mom whose
two children, Michael and Claire,
used to volunteer at Stagecrafters.
Mike graduated from New York
University during the pandemic
(“It was pretty sad to have a virtual
graduation”) and Claire is graduat-
ing from The College of St.
Scholastica in Minnesota a week
after her mom's show closes. 

What does Allegra like (and dis-
like, if anything) about living in
Mt. Airy? “I love that it’s so close
to the Stagecrafters and the
diverse and kind community. And
the trees. If I had to pick one thing
that I don’t like, it's that it’s not as
walkable in certain parts.”

For more information, call 215-
247-8881 or visit thestage-
crafters.org. Len Lear can be
reached at lenlear@chestnuthilllo-
cal.com

Mt. Airy's Allegra stars in 'Terror' play on Hill  

Mt. Airy resident Jen Allegra plays the lead role of Olympe de Gouges, a human
rights and women's rights martyr, in “The Revolutionists,” now at Stagecrafters
until Dec. 12.
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habitat for wildlife, and keeps
large tracts of space across North
America open and green. Unlike
artificial alternatives, when you
are done with a real tree, it is
100% recyclable and 100%
biodegradable. 

When you choose a real tree,
you put money back into the local
economy. It supports your retailer
and their employees, as well as the
growers who provide their trees. 
History

In ancient times, Romans
marked the winter solstice with a

feast called Saturnalia in honor of
Saturn, the god of agriculture.
They decorated their homes and
temples with evergreen boughs.
Over the centuries, this tradition
was appropriated by Christians. 

Although Christmas trees were
common in Germany by the 16th
century, as late as the 1840s they
were viewed as pagan symbols by
most Americans. Puritans
believed that any celebration of
Christmas outside of a church ser-
vice was a desecration. In Massa-
chusetts, people were fined for
hanging decorations. By the

1890s, thanks to an influx of Irish
and German immigrants, America
embraced the tradition. 

If you think your tree is a ceiling
scraper, consider this. The 2021
Rockefeller Center Christmas tree
is an 85-year-old Norway spruce
that stands 79 feet tall. It is deco-
rated with more than 50,000 mul-
ti-colored LED lights and is
topped by a three dimensional
Swarovski star, which is covered
in three million crystals and
weighs 900 pounds.

More than trees
Laurel Hill Gardens also stocks

a large assortment of old-time
toys, the kind that will take you
back to your childhood and make
a big hit with the grandkids. Sure,
kids know their way around Nin-
tendo, but have they ever played
jacks, pickup sticks, held a Slinky
or drawn on a Magic Slate? These
vintage toys make fun stocking
stuffers. 

What else awaits you at Laurel
Hill Gardens? Artisanal pickles!

The availability of trees may be unpre-
dictable this year. Photo by Carla
Robinson

(Continued from page 17)

Don’t 
whisk it.
Don’t 

whisk it.
Place your holiday orders!

Mon - Fri 7:30am-6pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 8am-4pm
7725 Germantown Avenue      215.248.9235

Supply shortages on Christmas trees, best to buy early

Vintage toys, still popular, are part of the Christmas mix at Laurel Hill Gardens.
Photo by Carla Robinson
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BACIO ITALIAN
Famous 1-lb. veal chop, fresh fish, 

gluten-free & vegan menus.
700 Bethlehem Pike, Erdenheim

Wed-Sun 5p-8p
215-248-2740 – Reservations required

www.opentable.com

BAHIA BOWLS 
Acai bowls, smoothies, coffee and more!

8136 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill
Mon-Sat 8a-7p, Sun 10a-5p

215-390-1881 – No reservations needed
Instagram: @bahiabowls_chestnuthill  

BRUNO'S
Classic American breakfast, lunch and dinner.

9800 Germantown Pike, Lafayette Hill
Daily 8a-8p

215-242-1880 - No reservations needed
brunosfood-lafayettehillpa.website

THE CEDARS HOUSE
Breakfast & lunch served all day. Smoothies 

& vegetarian options.
200 W. Northwestern Avenue, Chestnut Hill

Tues-Sun 9a-3p
215-242-3121 – No reservations needed
Instagram: @thecedarshousecafe

CHESTNUT GRILL
American bistro cuisine with housemade desserts. 

8229 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill
Daily 11:30a-9p

215-247-7570 – No reservations needed
Facebook: Chestnut Grill and Sidewalk Café

CHESTNUT HILL BREWING COMPANY
Craft beer, wood-fired pizzas, pub fare, vegan-friendly.

8231 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill
Wed-Thurs. 4p-9p, Fri-Sat. 11:30a-9p, Sun 11:30a-8p.  

215-247-0330 – No reservations needed
www.chestnuthillbrewingcompany.com

CIN CIN
Mandarin & Pan-Asian dishes with French flair.

7838 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill 
Mon-Thurs 11:30a-10p, Fri-Sat 3p-11p, Sun 1p-10p  

215-242-8800 – Reservations suggested
www.CinCinrestaurant.com

DINE LOCAL
Your guide to great restaurants on the Hill and beyond.

COSIMO’S PIZZA CAFÉ 
Italian eatery with classic pizza, pasta and salad.

8624 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill 
Mon-Sat 11a-9p, Sun 3p-8p

215-242-9900 – No reservations needed
www.cosimospizzacafe.com

EARTH – BREAD + BREWERY
Wood oven-baked flatbread and house-made beer.

7136 Germantown Avenue, Mt. Airy 
Call for Hours 

215-242-6666 – No reservations needed
www.earthbreadbrewery.com

ENZA PIZZERIA
Pizza, pasta, salads with vegetarian options

& seafood specials.  
900 E. Willow Grove Avenue, Wyndmoor 

Mon-Thurs 4p-9p, Fri 4p-10p, Sat 12p-10p
Sun Brunch 10a-2:30p, Sun 4p-9p

215-575-2915 – Reservations suggested
Instagram: @enzapizzeria

FIESTA PIZZA III
Since 1981! BYOB, Greek Pizza, Specialties & More!

All-day delivery.
8339 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill

NEW HOURS: Mon-Thurs 11a-8p, Fri-Sat 11a-10p, Sun 12p-9p
215-247-4141 - No reservations needed

www.FiestaPizza-3.com

HIGH POINT CAFÉ 
Coffee roaster, pastry shop & creperie.   

602 Carpenter Lane, Mt. Airy
Daily 7a-5p, 215-849-5153

Allens Lane Train Station, Mt. Airy 
Daily 7a-2p, 215-248-1900
No reservations needed

www.highpointphilly.com

IRON HILL BREWERY
Scratch-made American fare 

pairs perfectly with our crafted beers.
8400 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill 

Sun-Thurs 11:30a-9p, Fri-Sat 11:30a-11p
215-948-5600 – No reservations reeded

www.ironhillbrewery.com

JANSEN
New American fare.

7402 Germantown Avenue, Mt. Airy 
Wed-Thurs 5p-8p, Fri-Sat 5p-9p, Sun 5p-8p

267-335-5041 – Reservations required
www.jansenmtairy.com

MARKET at the FAREWAY
Modern farmers market and food hall with 14 vendors.

8221 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill
(behind Chestnut Hill Hotel)
Thurs-Fri 9a-6p, Sat 8a-5p. 

Add’l hrs. Wed-Sun vary by vendor 
570-726-7030

www.marketatthefareway.com

McNALLY’S 
Fresh, custom-made sandwiches 

lovingly made in an awesome pub.
8634 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill 

Tues 11a-9p, Wed-Sat 11a-10p, Sun 11a-8p
215-247-9736 - No reservations needed

www.mcnallys.com

NIGHT KITCHEN BAKERY
Decorated cakes, pies, cookies & sweets. 

Light breakfast & lunch.
7723-25 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill 
Tues 11a-9p, Wed-Sat 11a-10p, Sun 11a-8p
215-248-9235 - No reservations needed

www.nightkitchenbakery.com

SCOOGI’S ITALIAN KITCHEN & BAR
Italian menu items, pizzas and other specialties

738 Bethlehem Pike, Flourtown 
Wed-Sun from noon

215-233-1063 – Reservations suggested
Facebook:  Scoogis

TAVERN ON THE HILL
Cozy gastropub with pub standards 

and hearty American fare.
8636 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill 

Wed 3:30p-9p, Thurs-Sun lunch 11:30a-9p
215-247-9948 – Reservations suggested

www.tavernonthehill.biz

TONY’S PIZZA CITY
Specialty pizza, hoagies, steaks, burgers, 

sandwiches, wraps, salads & sides.
901 E. Willow Grove Avenue, Wyndmoor 

Tues-Fri 10a-8p, Sat 10a-9p
215-233-2122 - No reservations needed

www.tonyspizzacity.com

All CHCA Members receive the
Passport to the Chestnut Hill Experience
as part of their membership.  The Passport features offers

from these local restaurants and eateries:

Tavern on the Hill
McNally’s
Cosimo’s

Primo Hoagies
Evergreen

Cheese Shop
Mimi’s Café & Market

Zipf’s Candies
Iron Hill Brewery
Campbell’s Place

Chestnut Grill
Barry’s Buns

Chestnut Hill Brewing Co.
Made by ME

Bahia Bowls
Bredenbeck’s Ice

Cream Parlor
Baker Street Bread

Night Kitchen Bakery
Scoogi’s

Bruno’s Restaurant
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Ahuge part of the holiday
season is the creation of
surroundings that speak to

our traditions...  a Christmas tree,
a menorah, poinsettias and drei-
dels all become important to our
holiday experience.

But each piece can take on
individual style, depending on
how we were raised and how we
have approached our current
décor. Some rely on their interior
style to determine a holiday
theme. A modern interior may
display a metallic tree covered in
shiny glass balls and silver orna-
ments. A traditional interior may
have a Fraser fir, with red and
gold balls and twinkling lights.

Many years ago, a friend want-
ed to create an authentic 19th
century Christmas inside her
Queen Ann Victorian home.
Finding vintage doilies at an

antique market, and using minia-
ture dried roses, she created tiny
nosegays that were then hung on
the tree using mauve and pink
ribbons. Vintage hat boxes set
beneath the tree housed all the
gifts. She even went as far as to
cook a delicious steamed pudding
for the table’s centerpiece.

Holiday house tours often give
homeowners the opportunity to
go all out in their holiday décor.
When my own home was on the
tour several years ago, I did just
that, recreating an authentic
colonial Christmas. Relying on a
cherished book I had purchased
in Williamsburg years ago, it pro-
vided step-by-step instructions on
how to create one of Colonial
Williamsburg’s holiday signatures,
a sugared fruit tree. I purchased a
nail-studded wooden tree form,
and using a combination of
oranges, apples, pears and nuts, I
brushed on an egg white and
water solution so that the sprin-
kled sugar would adhere. Small
boxwood cuttings were placed in
between the pieces of fruit, form-
ing the tree. Using magnolia
leaves at the base, the fruit tree
served as the focal point of the
table.

So many people are drawn to
more naturalistic holiday décor.
The color combination of red,
green and brown, using natural
greens, berries, and holly, has
always been a favorite of mine.
Several years ago I came across a
15-foot garland made entirely of
pine cone clusters, which was
then wrapped around the tree.
With the addition of red berries
and natural wood ornaments, the
tree looked as if it were resting in
the forest. Balsam sprigs added to

the tops of wall art or mirrors, or
tied on to the bottoms of chande-
liers and sconces, not only adds
festivity to a space but gives that
wonderful winter time aroma. I
even love attaching holly sprigs

to the individual panes of multi-
light windows, another Williams-
burg practice that is so colonial in
design.

Another holiday house tour
gave me the chance to work with-

in a modern living room that had
a pink and green color scheme.
The owner was the past president
of the Philadelphia Horticultural
Society.

So there was no question as to

the theme of the holiday décor.
Using a multitude of “flower
tubes” we used individual flowers
in pinks, yellows and blues to dec-
orate the tree. We then surround-
ed the tubed stems with greenery
attached with white ribbons. It
was a truly unique holiday
approach, and the homeowner
was so honored by our personal
and distinctive design it became
her yearly holiday tradition.

Don’t be afraid to be creative
with your decorations. Individual
collections, hobbies and interests
can become the impetus for dis-
tinctive and personal holiday
décor. But whatever you choose,
try to make your surroundings say
something individual about your
tastes, and especially about things
you enjoy. You will be amazed at
how the holiday season can take
on a personal note, and how your
family and friends will appreciate
the individual effort you have
employed.

Enjoy the season!
Patricia Cove is principal of

Architectural Interiors and Design in
Chestnut Hill, and can be reached at
patriciacove.com

Decorate the holidays with a distinct and personal touch

A country Christmas, resplendent with lots of pine cones and natural greens.

chestnuthilllocal.com 

Dennis F. MeyeR, inC.
General Contractor

Carpenter-Builder

Custom Mill Work

Renovations-AdditionsTEL 215-793-0250

Your Old House &
Millwork Experts

HIC#PA028727-Phila#22104

3119 E. Pennsylvania Ave.
Glenside, PA 19038

WWW.DFMEYERINC.COM
Email: Info@dfmeyerinc.com

MF
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Quality Work at an Honest Price

HENKEL ROOFING
New Roofs • Repairs

Deal Direct with Owner

215-482-4445
All Work Guaranteed
—License #000030—

Fully Insured FREE ESTIMATES

* Slate
* Shingle
* Hot Asphalt
* Rubber
* Slag
* Roof Insulation

• Aluminum Siding
• Seamless Gutters
• Downspouts

All Type of

Skylights

• Residential 
• Commercial 
• Apartments

REAL ESTATE • INTERIOR DESIGN • BUSINESS

By
Design
by Patricia Cove
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Online at: www.chestnuthilllocal.com

PLACE AN AD: 215-248-8818   
E-MAIL: classifieds@chestnuthilllocal.com  
DEADLINE:
Mondays at noon

PAYMENT ACCEPTED:
• Cash • Check • Mastercard 
•Visa • AmEx • Discover

OFFICE LOCATION:
8434 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118

 

Starting at
$17
Per inch

JOBS • HOMES • SERVICES • RENTALS • MERCHANDISE

AUTO�FOR�SALE

DIESEL TRUCK

1999 Dodge 2500 RAM
Runs well

262,000 miles
Best offer

Call 215-375-2001

COMPUTER

SERVICES

Any IMAC or PC PROBLEMS?
Home and Small Business,
Setup, Repairs, Installs, 

Virus/Spyware, Upgrades,
Training, Wireless,Sales,

Backup Plans, Phone, iPad.

Call Tim
iHelp Computer Services

215-869-5185

FOR�SALE

FREE NEWSPAPER BOXES

Own a piece
of Chestnut Hill History

Dozens of Clever Uses

For details, call the Local’s Office
215-248-8818

PLACE FREE 
FOR SALE ADS

with ClassiFINDS

Advertise your items for sale
for free using our 

new ClasifFINDS program!

Restrictions apply. See details 
on the ClassiFINDS 
ad on the next page.

Call 215-248-8818 or email 
classifieds@ChestnutHillLocal.com 
by 3 pm on Friday to include your 

items in our next issue.  

HEALTH
ARE YOU OR ANYONE YOU 

KNOW UNABLE TO SHOP OR 
PREPARE MEALS FOR A 

FIXED OR INDEFINITE 
AMOUNT OF TIME?

CONTACT:
MEALS-ON-WHEELS OF

CHESTNUT HILL.
215-233-5555

info@chestnuthillmow.org

CERTIFIED & LICENSED
MASSAGE THERAPIST

Relief from stress, chronic pain & 
tension, headaches, injuries, inflam-
mation & edema, Pfrimmer Deep 
Muscle Therapy, Crossfiber Correc-
tive Muscle Therapy, Vodder Manual 
Lymph Drainage, DeepFeet Ashi-
atsu. BCTMB, AMTA. Gift Certs.

Jonathan Sills: 215-896-8049

HELP�WANTED

FLORAL 
DELIVERY DRIVER

Part Time
Flexible Hours

Local Delivery Area

Call Herb at Rothe Florists
215-247-0832

HOSTS

Immediate availability at a busy 
Chestnut Hill restaurant.

Weekdays
Perfect for High-Schoolers !

Apply in person
Chestnut Grill

8227 Germantown Ave

HELP�WANTED

HOUSEKEEPER

Pay per month $1200
for a friendly local who has time to 

keep on top of our house for a
few hours per day. Looking for a 
local Housekeeper who can work 
flexibly with our family to maintain 

our home, the main focus will be on 
general cleaning, picking up and 

dusting. One main bedroom with full 
bathroom and one child’s bedroom 

room with bathroom + one small
office. We are flexible on timing.

Call 267-884-9394

OUTREACH COMMUNITY NURSE

UUH Outreach Program supports 
older adults in their efforts to age 

safely, with dignity, at home. Small, 
multi-disciplinary program based in 

NW Philadelphia, with a unique, 
home-based service model, a biop-
sychosocial approach to nursing, 

and a focus on health promotion and 
disease prevention. Job description 

and application information at: 
uuhoutreach.org/employment. 

Please no calls.

PART-TIME DRIVER (Female pref.) 

I live in Lafayette Hill and am unable 
to drive. Looking for a sincere,  

helpful, fun person to help me with 
errands, appts, mostly local. Six-day 
per week flexibility required. Current 

drivers license and references 
please. 

Please call Margie, 610 406-1336

Receptionist/Office Assistant

Real estate company in Chestnut 
Hill has an open position for a
Receptionist/Office Assistant.

Greeting guests, answering phones, 
data input, processing mail and 
other office administration type 
tasks. Proficient knowledge of

Excel and Word is needed.

Please respond to
tigacoincorporated@gmail.com

with resume & salary requirements.

RESTAURANT MANAGER
Part Time

Front-of-the-house.
Weekend shifts required.

Minimum 2 years experience.

Apply in person
Chestnut Grill

8227 Germantown Avenue

Secretary/Office Manager

Chestnut Hill law office seeks full 
time secretary/office manager – 35 
hours per week, includes benefits. 
Notary and law office experience 

preferred but not necessary depend-
ing upon other qualifications.

Call 215-242-3830

SERVERS
Needed for a busy

Chestnut Hill restaurant.

Immediate availability.

Apply in person
Chestnut Grill

8227 Germantown Ave

WEEKEND CARE 
COORDINATOR

Work From Home

Human Touch Home Care, Ltd. a 
Pennsylvania licensed non-medi-
cal in-home care company, has 
an  opening for a weekend on-call 
care coordinator handling
requests for service, beginning at 
4pm on Friday, until 8am Monday, 
one weekend per month.
This individual will become part of 
the team of employees of an
established home care company 
founded in 2005, based in Flour-
town, Pa.

Training at our Flourtown office.
Excellent pay

Fax resume and cover to:
215-836-1180 or call  

215-233-0676

LEGAL

NOTICE

ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that, in the 
estate of the decedent set forth
below, the Register of Wills has 

granted letters testamentary or of 
administration to the persons 

named. All persons having claims 
against said estate are requested to 

make known the same to them or 
their attorneys and all persons 
indebted to said decedent are 

requested to make payment, without 
delay, to the executors or adminis-

trators named below.

LEFFLER, LOIS I., Deceased
Late of PHILADELPHIA
Executor:
MWESIGWA MUTASHOBYA
Address: c/o SMITH AKER GROSS-
MAN & HOLLINGER
60 East Penn Street
PO Box 150
Norristown, PA  19404-0150
Or Attorney(s):
James L. Hollinger, Esq.
60 East Penn Street
PO Box 150
Norristown, PA  19404-0150

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
The undersigned, wishing to avail 
themselves of the provisions under 
the PA Self-Service Storage Facility 
Act 73 P.S. sec. 1901, hereby gives 
notice of the sale under said act to 
wit; Monday the 20th day of
December, 2021 at 10:00 AM, on 
that day will conduct a public sale to 
the highest bidder, with bidding to 
take place on lockerfox.com, FOR 
CASH ONLY, the contents of 
spaces at 
iStorage Ivy Hill, 7600 Queen St, 
Glenside, PA, 19038-8031

CLEMONS, KEYAUNNA 2337 
Household items.
MILLS, VAL 2514
Household items.
BURTON, DERRICK 2305
Household items.
SAVAGE, TOWANDA 1216
Household items.
BURTON, DERRICK 2407
Household items.
DUNCAN Jr, EDWARD 2414 
Household items.
JONES, ELEASA 3017
Household items.
BUSH, MICHAEL 2433
Household items.
JEFFERSON, SHANIKQUA 1608 
Household items.
STOWE, DANA 1704
Household items.
BRYANT, TAMARA 2626
Household items.
HAYES, SHARON 1305
Household items.

THIS SALE IS BEING MADE TO 
SATISFY THE LANDLORDS LIEN. 

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO 
ATTEND AT LOCKERFOX.COM, 

SALE IS SUBJECT TO 
ADJOURNMENT.

LOST�&�FOUND

PLACE FREE 
LOST & FOUND ADS

Post items in the Lost & Found 
for free using our 

new ClasifFINDS program!

See details on the ClassiFINDS 
ad on the next page.

Call 215-248-8818 or email 
classifieds@ChestnutHillLocal.com 
by 3 pm on Friday to include your 

items in our next issue.  

PETS
FURRY BUDDIES 

IN HOME SERVICES

Love and care
when you’re not there!

215-836-2738
Furry-Buddies.com

REAL�ESTATE

FOR�RENT

*** EQUAL HOUSING ***
All real estate advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Hous-
ing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination because of 
race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national ori-
gin, or intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation, or discrimi-
nation.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.
Fair Housing Council of Suburban 

Philadelphia, 
866-540-FAIR (3247)

1 Bedroom Apartment
Quiet suite in top of CH home: off st. 

parking; 3/4acre yard: LR, “e.i.” 
kitchen, laundry; full bath; pvt. entry; 

near “Ave,” 2 train lines; includes 
heat; add wifi and elec. $1,395.00 
mo. rent; 6 month lease; written

application required.Contact:
evergreenmoon1@gmail.com

3 BEDROOM APARTMENT
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

AVAILABLE IN
ORELAND

Call for details
215-375-2001 

APARTMENT RENTALS 
AVAILABLE

Call For Info
215-233-5000

DAN HELWIG, INC. REALTORS
1415 Bethlehem Pike
Flourtown, PA 19031

215-233-5000
www.DanHelwigRealtors.com

CHESTNUT HILL
1 Bedroom,

1 Bath Apartment

Very bright
W/D

$1050 + utilities

215-205-1663
CONDO FOR RENT 

WYNCOTE, PA

Bright, spacious 1 bedroom Condo 
With balcony. 

Laundry on-site, 
Tennis courts & track 

behind complex.
$1275 per mo. includes all utilities

215-316-0063

Mt. Airy

Large, newly renovated 3-bdrm, 
2-bath apartment with private 

entrance & patio. Laundry facilities 
and off-street parking. Walk to train, 

buses, restaurants and  shops.
Available immediately

$2200/month
Call Amanda at 215-416-6162

W. HIGHLAND AVENUE

3 bedroom, 2.5 bath in sunlit classic 
1880’s home on tree-lined street. 

Central air, 2-car off-street parking, 
modern appliances, open kitchen/ 
dining room, wood-burning stove 

and a designer garden.
$5500/ month. Available January 1.

Text or call 215-518-4074.

REAL�ESTATE

WANTED
Room / Mother-in-Law Suite 

Needed
I am a mature, bookish, non-smok-
ing, quiet woman in need of a room 

or suite in a private Chestnut Hill 
home with kitchen, WIFI, etc. ASAP.
Please be a smoke-free household 

with an intelligent, amiable, 
peace-loving landlord.

Call 445-345-9361

We are seeking to rent a carriage 
house, apartment to small house 
in Chestnut Hill. We are a semi-re-
tired professional couple, native to 
the neighborhood, who would like to 
return here following a career in 
academia. We are deeply rooted in 
the community with ties to family, 
the Friends of the Wissahickon and 
the Morris Arboretum amonst other 
organizations. Non-smokers with a 
small dog.

Please call or text Neil at 
814-404-6990 email or 

nkorostoff@gmail.com

SERVICES

CLEANING

MAID MARIAN !
Will clean your Castle.
Excellent references

Reasonable rates
(works well with 

other Princesses)
10% Off Dungeons & Moats.

Call about our New Line of Services!
trinleytsojong3@hotmail.com

215-260-9552

Top Rated 

Home Cleaning Service
for Busy Parents, Professionals, 
and folks who want time back.
Professional. Reliable. Clean.

Book your service at 
LIFEMAIDEASY.NET

We send you appointment 
reminders!  Based out of Mt. Airy.

marina@lifemaideasy.net
215-654-3110

WEEKENDS WERE NOT MADE
FOR HOUSEWORK!

Enjoy your free time. Have
your house, apt. or office cleaned by 
our dedicated and reliable staff with 
10+ years of experience.  Great ref-
erences and free estimates. Insured.

Daniella Cleaning Service
Call Adam at 215-801-6631 or 

Daniella at 215-888-2432
WINDOW CLEANING

SPECIALISTS
GUTTERS - Cleaning, Repairs and 

Installation
POWER WASHING  - All Exteriors
ROOFING & STUCCO REPAIRS

Free Estimates - Local References
Licensed and Insured

WILLIAM GALLAGHER
215-641-9231

SERVICES

ELECTRICIANS
“A-1 REPAIRS”

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1978

SCOTT’S ELECTRIC
New work - Old work

All repairs
Local references available

PA 041884
Emergency Service Calls Welcomed

215-817-0239

ANTON ELECTRIC, INC.

The Knob and Tube
Rewiring Experts

For all your lighting, power and
electrical service needs.

215-836-9600
www.antonelectricinc.com

J.F. ELECTRIC
Industrial, Commercial

and
Residential Wiring

215-887-0443

JOSEPH FARRINGTON
Lic. #C86523

SERVICES

FLOORS

HARDWOOD FLOORS
OLD FLOORS SANDED
REFINISHED LIKE NEW
New floors laid & finished.

Free estimates.
A trusted family business

for over 60 years.

JONATHAN PERA
215-643-9669

www.perahardwoodfloors.com

SERVICES

HOME-

IMPROVEMENT

“A Basement Waterproofing
Contractor”

Fully insured with
local references

Sub-Floor Drainage Systems
(French drains)

Crawl Space Waterproofing
Basement Wall Repairs & Coatings

Foundation Crack Injection
Battery Back Up Systems
Sump Pump Installation

Jamison Basement Waterproofing
A division of Jamison Home Services, LLC

Reg.# PA5369
215-885-2424

www.jamisonwaterproofing.com

Prompt, Free, Courteous Estimates

“NO JOB TOO SMALL”
Call MIKE

267-626-7326
HANDYMAN

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
POWER WASHING

Carpentry, cement & brickwork, 
painting, kitchens, bathrooms, gen-
eral odd jobs. Specializing in houses 
for sale.      PA-149451

“THE ORIGINAL “
HANDYMAN SCOTT

Repairs - Custom Work 
Reasonable Rates

Call today for Free Estimate

215-887-2760
-JUST FIX IT-

Registered PA contractor 
PAO41884

A.W. COUTTS 
CONTRACTING, INC.

General Contractor/Carpenter

All Types of 
Home Improvements

Free Estimates

215-880-4647
awcoutts@aol.com
Licensed & Insured
Reg. #PA079452

BASEMENT PLUS COMPANY
Water Proofing & Remodeling

basementplus.com
Award Winning Service

*Walls  *Floors  *Windows
*Doors  *Sump Pumps *Bathrooms

We Redesign Your Basement
Add: Playroom, Man Cave, Laundry

Make Your Basement “LIVABLE”
215-233-4598

CHRIS CAWLEY REMODELING
215-233-0809

CUSTOM CARPENTRY
Full House Restorations,

Decks, Basements, Replacement
Windows/Doors,

Kitchens/Baths/Additions
Free Estimates -

Licensed - Insured
Reg. # PAOAGHIC:004927

CUSTOM CERAMIC TILE &
MARBLE INSTALLATION

by
Michael Donnelly

Full Kitchen & Bath Remodel
Specializing in wet-bed application

25+ years experience
Licensed & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

856-535-4133
MJDtile@gmail.com

SUBSCRIBE.
CHESTNUTHILLLOCAL.COM

belong.
YOU CAN FIND IT HERE!chestnuthilllocal.com

COMMUNITY.
CHESTNUTHILLLOCAL.COM
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SERVICES

HOME-

IMPROVEMENT
ROBERT TOCZEK / HANDYMAN

Residential Repairs
*Carpentry

*Drywall
*Plaster Patches
*Interior Painting

*Plumbing & Electrical Repair
215-990-3488

Phila. Lic. #152160 PA Lic. #024685

SERVICES

LANDSCAPING

PATRicK McgiNTY 
LANDScAPiNg iS NoW

KC MCGINTY 
LANDSCAPING 

Spring Cleanups incl. Removal of 
Storm Debris. Aeration & Feeding 
of Lawns, Fertilizing, Grass Cutting, 

Organic Fertilizing, Planting,  
Weeding, Mulching, Pruning, 

Bed Design, Small Tree Work, 
Stone Walls, Powerwashing.

FREE ESTIMATES
10% DISCOUNT FOR SENIORS

Call:  215-821-0122

E. RODRIGUEZ 
LANDSCAPING, INC.

215-500-5215 
*Storm Damage Clean-up

* Spring Clean Up * Planting
* Mulching * Slit Seeding, 
* Grass Cutting, * Pruning. 

Free Estimates - Local References
Gutter Cleaning- Fences
Now Doing SIDEWALKS

*SCOTT’S TREE SERVICE INC.*
All phases of tree work

Plant health care
Certified Arborists

Fully Insured
Free estimates

215-233-4605
scottstreeserviceinc.com

A COMPLETE
CLEAN-UP and GENERAL
LANDSCAPING SERVICE

Mulching & grass cutting.
Core Aeration.

Fall/Spring Clean Up.
Dependable. For free estimates

Call: Tom Regan
215-572-7222 or 

267-978-4356, cell phone
tomregan2444@comcast.net 

TOM GALA
Still pruning shrubs
and mid-size trees

after 40 years

Telephone: 215-242-8024

SERVICES

LANDSCAPING

ARTFUL, INSPIRED GARDENS
Original, low-maintenance designs 
for small to mid-sized properties. 
Skilled pruning & renovation. Crea-
tive solutions for problem areas, 
deer damage too. 30 yrs. exp.

MICHAEL J. DARCY
PRIVATE GARDENS

267-625-7354

FALCONE AND SON 
HARDSCAPING 

ICPI Certified Installer
Custom patios,Walks & Walls. Stone 
facing. Indoor/outdoor  fireplaces. 
Stone BBQs Ponds.  Cleaning & 
Sealing. 20 years Exp. Insured.
License #PA 098069  Quality Work 
Free Estimates.   215-989-5002 

falconeandson.com

McFARLAND TREE & 
LANDSCAPE SERVICES

Complete Tree Care
Custom Pruning

Insect and Disease Management
Landscaping

Planting, Transplanting,Mulching
Certified Arborists

Fully Insured
215-844-TREE(8733)

RODRIGUEZ 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN, LLC

FULL LAWN SERVICES
Spring Clean Ups

Mulch / Stone / Topsoil
Softscape / Renovation

Pruning / Trimming
Free estimates

Commercial / Residential
215-665-8649

SERVICES

LOCKSMITH

LOCKSMITH
EMERGENCY LOCK SERVICE
Bonded and Insured Since 1975

Security Lock Installations
Safe Service & Sales

FRED’S MOBILE LOCK SHOP
215-483-1302 - Philadelphia

215-628-4540 - Ft. Washington
610-525-2257 - Main Line/Consh.

SERVICES

MASONRY

*A Caring Masonry Contractor*
Brick & Stone Pointing

Chimney Repairs
Historic Restoration

Stucco Repairs & Installation
Flagstone & Concrete Work

Jamison Home Services, LLC
Reg.# PA5252
215-884-7000

www.jamisonhomeservices.com
Prompt, Free, Courteous Estimates

SERVICES

MASONRY

ANDREW MC NALLY

CHIMNEY SPECIALIST 
AND 

MASONRY RESTORATION

andrewmcnally1963@yahoo.com

215-884-3009

CALL JAMES G. CARDAMONE
MASONRY

Brick & Stone Pointing, Chimney 
Repairs, Retaining Walls Built & 

Repaired, Flagstone, Stucco, 
Concrete, Basement Walls 
Plastered & Waterproofed,

Glass Block Windows, Ceramic Tile.
Reasonable, licensed & insured 
Local references, PA # 060401 

215-887-9323
jamescardamonemasonry.com

CALL YANNI
Flagstone & Stone Pointing

Concrete, Brick and Stone Walls

“A” Rating on Angie’s List
Free Estimates & Insured.

PA 050431

215-393-5933
www.yannimasonry.com

SERVICES

MOVING�&

HAULING
AN ATTIC, GARAGE, BASEMENT

CLEANOUTS
Homes & rental properties.

Also cleared at very
reasonable prices.

Available 7 days/week.

For fast service call John at:
484-707-7652
Lafayette Hill

THREE DEPENDABLE
LOCAL MEN

Local & Long Distance.
One piece, apartment

or a house full.

Since 1971.
References. available.

215-233-3075

SERVICES

PAINTING�&

PAPERHANGING
* MOHR PAINTING *

First Class Interior and Exterior
Residential Painting.

Old Home Specialists.
Expert plaster repair.

Wallscraping.
Top quality workmanship.

Established 1945.
215-884-6770 - 215-699-6071

Cell:  215-266-9480

A BETTER PAINT JOB
is a

DENNIS McCAFFREY PAINT JOB
Interior - Exterior

Fully insured
Guaranteed Work

Years of Experience
Free Estimates

DENNIS McCAFFREY
PAINTING

215-247-8739
EMAIL. Dmcc10@msn.com

BILL SCHENK

Interior & exterior house painting 
and repairs.

Wall & ceiling plaster repairs.

Quality Work
Licensed & Insured: #37688

267-816-9951
wrschenk@msn.com

RYAN PAINTING LLC

For all your
interior and exterior

painting needs.

215-247-2111
TOM SPERANZA PAINTING

“His Legacy PAINTS On!”
30 yr employee/owner Angelo 

Patete has the same painting team 
& same top quality workmanship. 
Servicing Chestnut Hill, Mt. Airy & 

surrounding areas
Fully Insured / References

267-467-5073  610-832-9162
trsperanza@gmail.com

SERVICES

PLASTERING
“A-1 WORKMANSHIP”

GALLEN PLASTERING, INC.
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE.

* Restoration of Interior Walls,
Ceilings & Water Damage Repair.

* Expert in All Exterior Stucco/Dryvit, 
Residential & Commercial.

* Insured, Free Estimates, Local
References. BBB Member

PAoAghic Reg. # PA 32220
215-654-0313

SERVICES

PLUMBING

DAVID PARKES COMPANY
Plumbing, Heating & 

Air Conditioning

Custom Bathrooms
Radiant Heat -  Drain Cleaning

High Efficiency Systems
Small Repairs
Lic # 36477

CALL:   267-228-1675

HOPHAN
PLUMBING & HEATING

24 hour service
Free estimates

Total Bathroom Renovations
(Tile, Carpentry, Electric)

Certified
Senior Citizen discounts
Call 215-481-0211

JAN W. VAN EEKELEN CO. INC.
Registered Plumbing & Heating

Residential & Commercial
Custom Kitchens & Bathrooms

Appliance Installations
Hot wtr. & steam heat install/repair

Serving Phila. & Montg. Co.

215-836-5169

SERVICES

ROOFING

“#1 ROOFING”

Have your job done right
the first time!

Call

McBRIEN CONTRACTING

Wyndmoor - 215-233-1150

C.E. HOPKIN CO.

ROOFING IN CHESTNUT HILL
SINCE 1889

Shingles, Slate, Tile, Copper,
Cedar Shakes, Flat Roof Systems,

Gutters and Down Spouts.
Fully Insured - Free Consultations

Lic. #1212547
215-247-0114

SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

AUTO DETAILING

Mobile to come to your home.

30 years experience, good work
and reasonable rates.

Call James at
215-514-2593

VOLUNTEERS

COMMUNITY
HELPING

COMMUNITY

The Chestnut Hill Local
is providing this space to help 
local organizations who are 

seeking volunteers to help with a 
non-profit event or project.

_________________________

SPECIAL OLYMPICS
SWIMMING PROGRAM

Thursday evening 7:30 to 8:30
Plymouth Whitemarsh 

High School

Call Fred              215-836-2036  
________________________

For information on posting 
your call for volunteers here, 

call 215-248-8813 
or email

leisha@chestnuthilllocal.com

WANTED�TO�BUY

ART, ANTIQUES AND 
OBJECTS WANTED

Still buying after 40 years
in business!

What do you have to sell?
(We will visit you.)

McCarty Gallery
215-247-5220

mccartygallery@gmail.com

BUYING OLD TOYS
Trains all makes. Disney items, toy 
figures, antique Christmas decora-
tions, baseball cards, mechanical 
banks, trucks, cars, wagons, boats, 
fire engines, airplanes, windups, 
farm toys, candy containers, pedal 
cars, comic characters. Call with

OLD TOYS
GEORGE • 610-687-1010

SUBSCIBE to THE LOCAL

We’ll keep you 

UP TO DATE
with Local news !

Call 215-248-8813

Get Local

Subscribe to the 
Chestnut Hill Local. 
Call 215-248-8813
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Martha Agate
Ingrid Brown
Virginia Bryant
Marilou Buffum
Rebecca Buffum
Pam Catania
Emily Clark        
Anna Cooke

Michele Cooley
Megan Cornely
Carolyn Cotton  
Bibby Crane
Janet Cribbins
Tony Crist 
Ann Csink
Dolores Dougherty

Patrick Gallagher
Tom Garvey
Nanny Gifford
Ellen Goodwin
Kat Grant
Margie Green
Cherryblossom
Harrison

Louise Johnston
Christy Kelly
Rob Lamb
Scott Laughlin
Janet Lippincott
Lori Lorenz
Mark Malfara
Judy Marabella

Caroline Masters
Kathleen McDevitt
Joan McGowan
Mary McNamara
Fran O'Donnell
Susie O'Neil
Marie Pogue
Amanda Saunders

Paula Seitchik
Bill Shelton
Jennifer Singer
Michael Sivel
Daniel Smith
Barrett Stewart
Dorothy Storm
Danielle Tucciarone

Judith von Scheven
Alice Starr Wagg
Rosalie Warren
Dudley Warwick
Patty Webster
Kim Whetzel
Katrina Wise
Loretta Witt
Mike Woods

© 2013 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Open
Sunday
1–4PM

New
Listing

14 West Evergreen Ave., 215-247-3750 . 97 Bethlehem Pike, 215-248-4050
Moving You Forward in Chestnut Hill Since 1925

Philadelphia’s Market Leader

Chestnut Hill, PA Price Upon Request
One slightly angst-ridden sheep gossips. Five very purple poisons laughed, even
though the cats gossips, because one dwarf bought two speedy
chrysanthemums, even though the fountain laughed. Televisions untangles
angst-ridden poisons. One elephant mostly quickly tastes five tickets.
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8400 Germantown Avenue, Suite 2, 215-247-3750
Philadelphia’s Market Leader in Chestnut Hill Since 1925
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Flourtown                                 $2,250,000
Come see this home! Features include: Living Room with gas fireplace,
Dining Room, Butlers Pantry, Sunroom, Gourmet Kitchen and office. Sec-
ond floor has a sitting room, four large bedrooms and Master Bedroom
Suite with a gas fireplace, balcony and Master Bath with shower and
soaking tub. The third floor has a private guest suite with full bath. An
amazing finished basement for entertaining and lovely outdoor living.

Manayunk                                       $275,000
Welcome to this charming 3 bedroom / 1 bathroom porch front home
with off street parking!!!  This home offers an open concept design, hard-
wood flooring throughout, and modern amenities.  Conveniently located
near bus and train routes, schools, several parks and perfectly situated
within walking distance to Main Street Manayunk.  Come see this one
today!   

chEstnut hill                       $1,650,000
Spectacular new construction in desirable location in Chestnut Hill. Fabu-
lous open-concept living floor  with stunning Chef's Eat-In kitchen, spa-
cious second-floor master floor with laundry and office. Third floor features
lovely guest suite with walk-in closet and en-suite bathroom. Two addi-
tional bedrooms each with walk-in closets and a shared bathroom plus a
second laundry room. Optional elevator 4-stop elevator runs from the fin-
ished lower level all the way up to the secondary bedroom floor. Optional
finished lower level with bonus and optional powder room and guest suite.
Detached 2 car garage and 10-year property tax abatement.

New
Listing

chEstnut hill                                  $925,000
Set on a tree-lined street in a fantastic location just steps from the Ave, is
this renovated 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath sunlit farmhouse with garage. Historic
charm is combined with modern amenities throughout. Large living room
with fireplace, new gourmet kitchen with breakfast bar and French doors
to the spacious rear deck, owners suite with walk-in closet and large bath,
and PARKING! Walk to shops and dining, the train station, or Pastorius Park
for their summer concert series.

Dickinson narrows                     $329,900
Spacious South Philly home circa 1929, carefully renovated with special
attention to preserving the historic details. New kitchen and bathrooms,
updated electric, recessed lighting, custom interior shutters, new win-
dows and doors. High ceilings, original parquet flooring, first floor laun-
dry and lovely rear patio.Located on a wide street in an extremely
walkable neighborhood with easy access to the Broad Street subway
line, I-95, the Sports Complex, FDR Park and is within a half mile of the
beautiful Delaware River Trail. This home has all that you're looking for
so don't wait!

art MusuEM                                   $185,000
This beautifully updated 1 Bedroom pet friendly condo has all the
amenities for today's savvy buyer. Professionally managed, 24/7
concierge, fitness center, meeting room, shuttle bus access, and so much
more! A charming 10th floor unit allows for wonderful natural light and
endless views. Walk to Center City, Fairmount Park, the Art Museum,
Whole Foods, Boathouse Row, and all the great shops and restaurants
Fairmount has to offer!

roxborough                                 $1,299,000
Looking for the perfect opportunity to customize a grand home? Well,
you just found it. Introducing 601 Spring Ln, a beautiful home with an in-
ground pool, multiple slate terraces, and a 2-car garage with a separate
apartment above. In addition, this property is in a fantastic location. It's
minutes away from the Schuylkill River Education Center, the shopping
and dining of Roxborough, Chestnut Hill, and Manayunk!

Elkins Park                                       $365,000
Introducing 1264 Ashbourne Rd. A meticulously updated 5 bed, 2.5 bath
twin! This lovely home comes with a front porch, sunlit living room, and
formal dining room with beautiful bay windows. And let's not forget about
the kitchen with the brand-new custom shaker cabinets and stainless steel
appliances! Topped off with a rear patio with a view and a big parking area
that provides enough room to park 4 cars off-street.

Manayunk                          FroM $899,999+
A special collection of 3 custom city townhouses located in a very desir-
able location high in the hills above Manayunk. This fully upgraded 24
foot wide model end home with 2-car garage features 5 BR's and 5 BA's
in over 3k square feet of contemporary luxury living. A truly exceptional
home built with only the highest quality building materials in a quiet
location yet with easy access to Center City, transportation, major high-
ways and the suburbs. Rear grassy backyard for the homeowners to
enjoy.

Amin Beyah
Susan Bilotta
Tyler Bradley
Baiyina Brown
Tom Brummett
Virginia Bryant
Marilou Buffum
Rebecca Buffum

Jeff Chirico
Michele Cooley
Carolyn Cotton
Janet Cribbins
Hannah Cutler
Lisa Denberry
Margi DeTemple
Jasmine Edwards

Jennifer Flynn
Pat Gallagher
Ellen Goodwin
Christie Jones
Staceyann Lewis
Janet Lippincott
Terry Maginnis
Tom Main

Mark Malfara
Katie Mancini
Caroline Masters
Mary McNamara
Dave Morasco
Mimi Morrow
Carleen Mossett

Jennifer Rinella
Michelle Schoen
Paula Seitchik
Bill Shelton
Michael Sivel
Daniel Smith
Matt Spector

Barrett Stewart
Dorothy Storm
Ernie Tracy
Robin Waché
Patty Webster
Loretta Witt
Anna Woodward
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